


@SCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 2~
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date fNote if correction. Depl. Affected  Education
Title ‘An Act relating :0 graduate student loans, ana BRU ACPE

providing for an elective date *
Compc-ent  Stucen; Loan Ooerations

Sponsor Rep Mulder

Requester HHESS Component Serial No 213
Expenditures/Revenues n"housand Of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below

| OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 | FY2004 | FY2005
Personal services ! 1

" Travel ! 1
Contractual [ !
Supplies ! i I
Equipment i I I |

Land & Structures
Grants. Claims |
Miscellaneous 1

TOTAL OPERATING ' I

°

°

°
—_—— e
°

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

I CHANGE IN REVENUE ()

FUND SOURCE (Thousand of Dollars)

| 1002 Federal Receipis
| 1003 GP Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other fSoecify Type) 1106 P-Sec Rec

TOTAL * ' m * * .
Estimate of any current year (FY 99) cost:
POSITIONS . . .
i Full-Time I I .
| Part-Time i . i
1Temporary 1 1

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate cage if necessary)

It should be noted that inclusion of forgiveness benefits would require a general fund
appropriation. The information provided in this fiscal analysis is predicated upon statements that
no forgiveness benefits are intended in HB 27. and that the assistance provided to Professional
Student Exchange Program participants in the form of support fees are to be incurred under

terms and conditions of loans. "Program funds disbursed as student loans are not subject to the

Executive Budget Act. therefore an appropriation is not required.

Prepared by  Mike Maher. Director of Student Loan Operations Phone  465-6743
Division Student Loan Ooeratipns . Date/Time  2/1/99 1159 AM

Approved by Exec. Director  piane Barrans
Agency Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education Date

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution infoimation, call the Governor's Legislative Office

(Rev 10/98) 99fnform.xIs/omb Pape 1 of 2
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 2°
1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

I ANALYSIS: (continued)

Yearly support fees projected for the '99- 2000 sc.nool year range from a low of $4.2 forme Physician
Assistant field to a high of $22.8 fcr Medicine. Tre cost to the loan func of Alaska's part.cipation in the

' program again will vary significantly depending on the number of applicants awarded loans, ano the

. professional fields approved.

jIn order to determine a reasonable level of participation, the WICHE Administrative Office was asked to
lreview Alaska's historical participation level in the Professional Student Exchange Program (PSEP) as we:!

I as state professional workforce projections and provide recommendations regarding the professional fielcs

i and number of students. Their analysis is as follows:
1

! No. of students

Dentisir> j
Ph\ sical Therapy 6
Occupational Theraps
Optometry
Podiatry
Physician Assistant

Tota' 19

The cost of this level of participation would be SI157 300 in the first year and rise to S53C 528 when all fielcs

are fully enrolled.



SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT

DATE: 2/25/99 FURTHER: Finance

DATE TURNGD

IN TO OFFICE: *12-H Jqg
HESS Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 27(HES)
GRADUATE STUDENT LOANS

and recommends: Senate BiIll:
[ 1same title
[ ] be replaced with CS ) [ Jnew title
douse Bill:
[ 1 adopt previous _ CS ) [ ] same title
[ ] technical title
[ 1 attached amendment(s) [ 1new: SCR"___
[ 1 adopt Letter of Intent by _ Committee
[ 1 further referral to the Committee
NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):*
Department Date Zero Fisc; \ Department Date Zero Fiscal

<include fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s hill

[ 1]APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 2*
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date (Note if correction Dept Affected  Education
Title ‘An Act relating :0 graduate stucent loans, ana 8RU ACPE

providing for ar elective oate *
Compc-ent  Stuaen; Loan Operations

Soonsor Reo Mulder
Requester HHESS Component Serial No 213
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousand Of Dollars!
Note. Amounts do notinclude inflation unless otherwise noted below
10PERATING EXPENDITURES FY2000 FY2001 | FY2002 FY2003 | FY2004 . FY2005
1Personal services I I
1Travel I I I
{ Contractual |
1Supplies 1 S } 1
Equipment | t 1 |
I'Land & Structures I i 1 1
Grants. Claims 1 ! 1
Miscellaneous - 1 1
1 .

TOTAL OPERATING * 1
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUE( )
FUND SOURCE IThousand of Dollars)
I 1002 Federal Receipts 1
: 1003 GF Match 1
j 1004 GF i
; 1005 GF/Program Receipts 1
11037 GF/Mental Health I ' I
Other tSpecify Type) 1106 P-Sec Pec ! |
TOTAL * . ¥ '

1
1
!

1

PR
=

[BRN

Estimate of any current year (FY 99) cost:

POSITIONS
I Full-Time 1 o
| Part-Time I <
1Temporary i 1 . 1

ANALYSIS (Attach a separate oage if necessary)

It should be noted that inclusion of forgiveness benefits would require a general fund

The information provided in this fiscal analysis is predicated upon statements that 1

1

appropriation.
no forgiveness benefits are intended in HB 27, and that the assistance provided to Professional
Student Exchange Program participants in the form of support fees are to be incurred under

terms and conditions of loans. 'Program funds disbursed as student loans are not subject to the 1

Executive Budget Act, therefore an appropriation is not required.

Prepared Py Mike Maher. Director of Student Loan Operations Phone 465-6743
Division Student Loan Operghong . Date/Time  2/1/99 11 59 AM
AppI'OVEd by Exec. Director Diane Barrans *

Agency Alasxa Commission on Postsecondary Education Date > 4473

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

(Rev 10/98) 99nform xIs/omb Page _i__of 2



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 2'

1998 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS: (continued)
Yearly support fees projected for the '99-2000 s:nool year range from a low of $4 2 for tne Physician
Assistant field to a high of S22.8 for Medicine. Tre cost to the loan funa of Alaska s part.cipation in the

program again will vary significantly depending on the number of applicants awarded loans, and the

professional fields approved.

In order to determine a reasonable level of particpation, the WICHE Administrative Office was asked to

review Alaska's historical participation level in the Professional Student Exchange Program (PSEP) as we;!
as state professional workforce projections and provide recommendations regarding the orofessional fielcs

and number of students. Their analysis is as follows:

No. of students

Dentistry

Ph>sical Therapy 6

Occupational Therapy 4

Optometry

Podiatry 1

Physician Assistant 3
Totai 79

The cost of this level of participati 3n would be $157,300 in the first year and rise to S53G 528 when all fielcs

are fully enrolled.
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BULL NO. CSHB27(HES)

, 1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date 2/8/99 Dept. Affected  Education
Title ‘An Act relating to graduate studentloans; and BRU ACPE

providing for an effective date."
Component  Student Loan Operafions

Sponsor Rep. Mulder o
Requester  (H) FIN

Component Serial No. 213

Expondltures/Rovenues ; (Thousand Of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted helow.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2Q03 FY2004 FY200S
Personal services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Lana & Structures

Grants, Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

[ CHANGE IN REVENUE( )

FUND SOUR.CC (Thousand of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type) 1106 P-Sec Rec
TOTAL

Estimate of any current year (FY 99) cost:
POSITIONS
Full-Time
Part-Time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page ifnecessary)

It should be noted that inclusion of forgiveness benefits would require a general fund
appropriation. The information provided in this fiscal analysis is predicated upon statements that
no forgiveness benefits are intended In HB 27, and that the assistance provided to Professional

Student Exchange Program participants in the form of support fees are to be incurred under

terms and conditions of loans. "Program funds disbursed as student loans are not subject to the

Executive Budget Act, therefore an appropriation Is not required.

Prepared by ~ Mike Maher. Director of Student, Loan Operations L Phone 465-6743
Division Student Loan Operations (X Date/Time  2/8/99 10:42 AM
Approved by  Exec, Director, Diane Barrans .

Agency Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education Date ~ 2/8/%9

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office
Page 1 of_2

(Rev 10/98) 99fnform.xls/omb
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FISCAL NOTE
BILL NO. HB 27

STATE OF ALASKA
P98 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

ANALYSIS: (continued)
Yearly support fees projected for the ‘99-2000 school year range from a low of $4.2 for the Physician

Assistant field to a high of $22.8 for Medicine. The cost to the loan fund ofAlaska's participation in the
program again will vary significantly depending on the number of applicants awarded loans, and the

professional fields approved, *

In order to determine a reasonable level of participation, the WICHE Administrative Office was asked to
review Alaska’s historical participation level in the Professional Student Exchange Program (PSEP) as well
as state professional workforce projections and provide recommendations regarding the professional fields

and number of students. Their analysis is as follows:

No. of students

Dentistry 3
Physical Therapy 6
Occupational Therapy 4
Optometry 2
Podiatry 1
Physician Assistant 3

Total 19

The cost of this level of participation would be $157,300 in the first year and rise to $530,628 when all fields

are fully enrolled.



R epresentative E ldoj®Y lulder
District 23 M uldoon-Ft.Richardson

A laska State L egislature

H ouse of Representatives

Sponsor Statement

House Bill 27

Graduate Student Loans and the WICHE Program

House Bill 27 amends statute to allow state student loan monies to be loaned
thorough the Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education (WICHE)
and repaid to the State of Alaska.

While our current budget situation does not allow Alaska to return to making
grants, as we did prior to 1997. The state can make this change allowing for
loans and provide asignificant benefit to students. Alaska needs WICHE to
take advantage of the reduced tuition (limited to 15 times the resident rate
compared with up to 5 times the resident rate) and class spots which are
restricted without our participation in WICHE.

The State of Alaska for more than 40 years has used student exchange
programs of the WICHE to augment professional and other post secondary
education. The State of Alaska’s participation in WICHE's Professional
Student Exchange Program began quicklr after ratification of the Western
Interstate Education compact in 1953. Alaska participated until monetary
pressure forced suspension of Alaska's participation in the program in 1997

Since the inception of the program 1,136 students participated in all
professional fields with almost half returning to the state to live and practice

their chosen profession

Al vsk\ St\rt Cvi'irui «J \i ¥ At \nk\ 99SOI-I'N2«Pmi*)()7"'475-2647 « FAX (907) 4f>5-35 IS
71> W. 4th A\i.m f ¢ A% «or\oi. Ai-VKV 99501-2133 « Piium i907"' 25S-S 193 « FAX (907) 25X-55I1



This bill would meet several on%oing needs such as provide for along-term
professional workforce, especially in health Erofessions while easing access
to affordable professional education for Alaskans. This is noteworthy as
particular growth is expected in the elderly population.

This bill would also avoid large expendatures to build and operate
professional schools in challenged financial times.

Definite reasons indicate participation is cost effective and viable strategy
for the State.

L State occupational projections indicate expected rowth in numerous
professional fields, resulting in the need for reliable replacement

professionals. | R _
2. Alaska residents continue to find it difficult to gain access to
professional schools in most fields included in the Professional

Student Exchange Program. o
3. Demand for professional education remains in demand by Alaska

residents _ | |
4, WICHE affords a cost-effective alternative to the creation of new

schools and new programs in Alaska.

This bill will allow Alaska to renew our participation in the WICHE
Professional Student Exchange program.



Section 2. Moves WAMI Program repayment to place it with other related repayment
language at the request of Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education. No
substantive changes are made in Section 1or Section 2.

Section 3. Regulatory language allowing Alaska Commission on Postsecondary
Education to adopt regulations to implement A.S. 14.44.010 - A.S. 14.44.040.

Section 4. Allows for the repayment of Alaska State Student Loan monies distributed

through Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education (WHICHE)
graduate program to be repaid to the State of Alaska by the recipient student

Section 5. Applicability under A.S. 14.44.040

Section 6. Transition Regulations necessary to implement the Act on the effective
dale.

Section 7. Allows Section 6 to take effect immediately.

Section 8. Effective Date July 1 1999. except as noted in Section 7.

AlVK \ Si vri. C >pitol < Ji nhal. Ai.ask \ 99801 -1182 « P> m (907)465-2647 « FAX (907) 465-3518
716 \V. 4m A\ @v i « Am huragl. Alaska 99501-2133 «P M 19071258-8193 « FAX (907) 258-5511
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- / TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR
/ .3030VINTAGE BLVD
ALASKA COMMISSION ON POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION et eoressanes
/ TnDDun(:aouv)Aas:alAa
FAX (907)465-3293
MEMORANDUM
TO: David Pree. Legislative Aide
Office of Rep > r” lon Mulder
FROM: Diarie Barrana”Exeeutive Director
Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education
DATE: Februarv 8. 1999

SUBJECT:  Alaska Participation in PSEP (CSHB 2~ «HEYS))

This information is provided in follow up to our conversation of last week regarding the
educational resource sharing under the Western Interstate Commission on Higher
Education (WICHE) Professional Student Exchange Program (PSEP). Attached are
excerpts from the PSEP administrative manual that describe the structure of the program.

CSHB 27 (HESI proposes a state PSEP participation model that is not currently in use in
any other participating state: that is. PSEP support in the form of a loan with no option
for debt reduction through a service component. Due to the current budgetary context in
which state programs must be scrutinized and funded. Representative Mulder’s objective
through the bill is to increase access without being dependent upon the state general fund.
By authorizing the repayment requirement for full participant support costs. Alaska
Student Loan Corporation funds may be used to fund that participation under terms and
conditions yet to be set out by the Commission in regulation.

Staff recommendation to the Commission would be to make corporation funding
available based on criteria that includes: 1) Alaska workforce needs: 2) student access to
specific fields of study: and 3) limiting the financial risk to the loan fund.

Beginning on page 1V-2 of the attachment the manual discusses the issue of student
access in item S. Category B fields are generally available to non-residents students in
the western region. States elect to participate simply to provide their residents with a
financial subsidy for tuition. As a result a PSEP loan ir. these fields would not prov ide
participants any benefit. Therefore, it is unlikely that the Commission would target these
fields for limited support dollars. Because of the generally wide access av ailable to
students in these fields. Alaska has not participated in Category B fields since 1986.

Please let me know ifthere is additional information the: | may prov ide.

ATTACHMENTS



SUBJECT: CSHBW (HES)

. Overview ofthe Professional Student Exchange Program
(PSEP)

T he Professional Student Exchange Program (PSEP) makes it possible for states to assure that their
students have access to professional education at reasonable tuition rates, but without the expense of

establishing programs in their own institutions. The states comprising the Western Interstate

Commission for Higher Education (WICHE) provide this service under the terms of the Western
Regional Education Compact, an interstate agreement established in 1953 and approved by the Congress of
the United States. In addition to the onginal fields of medicine, dentistry, and veterinary medicne, the program
includes physical therapy, occupational therapy, optometry, podiatry, law, graduate library studies, graduate
nursing, pharmacy, public health, architecture, osteopathic medicine, and physician assistant

Students generally receive preferential consideration of their

Benefits accrue to all parties in the exchange.
Receiving schools— which include virtually all the

applications and tuition payments are substantially reduced.
accredited programs in the fifteen fields in the region— gain access to a pool of highly qualified students,
acrneve more stability from enrollment fluctuations, and can bring class sizes to levels where quality can be
strengthened and efficiencies improved. Sending states fulfill their obligations for meeting the educational
needs of their citizens without having to build and maintain expensive professional programs athome. The
regional skilled-manpower pool is significantly enhanced by the presence of professionals frcm all western
sates. The advantages of the program have been repeatedly acknowledged and affirmed by students,
ecucators, legislators, governors, the WICHE Commissioners, state higher education planning officers, and

practicing professionals.

Beginning in Fall 1987, PSEP fields were divided into two categories with different support fee policies.
Category A includes fields in which programs are usually unavailable to nonresident students except in very
In Category A, support fees are establish' J with some reference to the cost of education of the

small numbers.
In Category B, programs are

program to encourage receiving programs to reserve places for WICHE students.
generally available to students for admission as regular nonresident students, so PSEP allows sending states

the advantage of providing students with substantial savings in tuition over other nonresident students.

Effective operation of the Professional Student Exchange Program depends upon collaboration among states,

institutions, and students, all assisted through WICHE coordination. The manual contains the policies

estaolished by the WICHE Commission and descnbes the roles and responsibilities of the pnmary parties.
Clcse cooperation is essential both to achieve the program's benefits for the students and the accountability that

is required in the expenditure of public funds.



1. Basic Structure of PSEP

1. Designation of Fields Available in PSEP. Fields are included in PSEP by action of the WICHE
Commission. When two or more states request the addition of a new field, a feasibility study is
conducted by staff that identifies accredited programs within the region and determines the interest

within other WICHE states in sending students in the field.

Except in nursing. PSEP includes only programs leading to the first orofessional degree

(baccalaureate, master's or doctoral).

Each state determines which fields among those in the program itwill make available to its residents.
Ultimately, this is a legislative decision dependent upon the appropriation of state funds to pay support
fees for a given number of students in the fields supported by that state. AlIl WICHE states except
Alaska, California, and South Dakota support students in at leastone PSEP field. Since 1994 Alaska
has not supported new students; California only receives students and South Dakota does not

participate.

2. How students qualify and are selected. Students seeking participation in PSEP must meet

requirements for fa; certification by their home state and (b) admission to the participating PSEP

institution of their choice.

a) State certification. Each state establishes its own requirements for certification through an

application process (see Section V. Page 6; “State Requiiaments for Certification") and

designates a state certifying officer. Students apply to the certifying officer for certification that
they are eligible for consideration in the program. Certification is not a guarantee of support Only
as many certified students as are authonzed and funded through appropnations in each state can

actually be supported as WICHE PSEP students.

Admission to professional programs. The student applies for admission to any participating
institution of his/her choice through regular channels. The decision on admission is entirely at the
In some cases, the institution may make admission contingent upon

b)

discretion of the institution.
the applicant's achieving certification by his/her home state or by assurance of supportas a PSEP

student

The WICHE Boulder office serves as the channel of communication between state certifying officers and
participating professional schools and programs in determining which admitted students will be supported,

3. Financial provisions. Institutions enrolling PSEP students receive: (a) tuition paid by the student,
and (b) a support fee paid to the institution through WICHE by the student's home state.

a) Tuition paid by student In Category A fields, the student attending any public institution pays

tuition at no more than the residentstudent rate in Category B fields, the student in a public

institution also pays resident tuition except m those cases where tuition plus the support fee paid

by the sending state is less than the institution's full nonresident tuition. In these cases, the

institution may charge the student the remaining difference (see Section |V, Page 3, #11. “Support
In both categones, students attending a pnvate institution pay substantially less than that
Histoncally, WICHE students enrolled in private institutions paid
However, because tuition is increasing at a rate greater

Fees')
institution s regular tuition.
approximately one-third standard tuition.
than the support foe. in recent years students have had to pay a greater amount than thatone-
third Today, visually all pnvate programs credit the PSEP student with the support fee.



V.

Policies and Procedures

1. Communications. One advantage of the WICHE Professional Student Exchange Program IS that
it enables students from the sending states to attend a wide range. of institutions throughout the
West, where quite different approaches to professional education in the PSEP fields may be taken
at the student’s option. While advantageous, this freedom and flexibility complicates the
administration of the program. Effective operation of the program is entirely dePendent upon the
ctollgbotrattlﬁn of piersons In the sending states, in the participating institutions, at WICHE, and the
students themselves.

Because of variations among programs, the circumstances of individual students, the difficulty of
keeping several hundred persons informed about changing state funding pattems, and other reasons,
expenence has shown that the program works best when Certifying officers and receiving program
officers communicate only through the WICHE office. Except in rare expressly approved cases,
certifying, officers and r%gi_rlam officials should not communicate directly. By handling these
communications, the WICHE office can assure that those who “need to know" are in‘fact informed and
can be held accountable.

Itis likely that several offices at part_iciP,ating institutions have responsibilities that affect the WICHE
student and program, The designated institution contact person(s) will need to keep apci)ro nate
people within the institution informed and assure that transactions affecting "WICHE students are

reported. For example:
a) Admission actions on WICHE students need to be reported promptly to WICHE.

b) Student tuition bills need to reflect WICHE student status.

¢) WICHE needs to be informed about students who receive federal scholarships such as
National Health Service Corps (see Section IV, Page 2, #5) and about WICHE students who

withdraw or otherwise change status.

2. Accreditation status of WICHE programs.. Only programs with full accreditation of the
appropriate professional accrediting association may participate in PSEP. Ifa participating
program experiences a change of status affecting is accreditation, the program must report the
change toWICHE. If the new status involves a [0ss of the rights and pnwlePes accorded to
graduates of fully accredited programs, the participation of néw students will'be suspended

pending restoration of full accreditation.

3. Preference for WICHE students. Al receiving schools/programs in Group A fields (See Section
[\ Pa?e 2, #8) are expected to give greferenc_e to WICHE-certified applicants. . Some_public
institutions dothis by considenng WICHE applicants immediately after co_n3|der|n% residents and
PTIOF to admitting any other nonresidents: some schools considér all applicants within the pool on
he same basis and extend preference to a WICHE applicant when two are equally qualified: some
reserve a specific number or percentage of places for WICHE students: some ana’prohibited b
state policy from admitting nonresident students unless they are WICHE-supported students. The
method by which preference is given should be discussed with WICHE but'is determined by the

school.

4. Continuation of support pending student completion. After a student is certified and
supported, the state assumes the obligation to continue support for that student through the normal
duration of the program, subject to appropnaticn of necessary funds and provided the Student
remains in good standing. Except as provided to the contrary by formal Ie?al mter%retat[on of
constitutional or statutory provisions, or published po||c¥ In the sénding state, this obligation
continues even if the student changes Ie?al residence to another state. Once a student receives
any state support through WICHE. "that student will be monitored for academic progress until al

degree requirements have been met.

Iv-1



9. Tuition charges to WICHE students. In state-support institutions, in Category A fields the
student will bé charged not more than the resident student rate. In Categor?/ B'fields, except as
provided below, the student will pay resident tuition and the institution may also charge the student
any difference that remains betweén (1) the sum of resident tuition and the support fee which is
paid through WICHE by the student's home state, and (2) the institution's nonresident tuition
charge. (This policy was reaffirmed by the Commission in December 1992.)

Students who have been authorized for supPort should not be charged late fees bg the enrolling
institution for the support fee. Payment of all support fees are made on January 15 of each year.

In Pr_iyate institutions in Category A or B, the student will be charged one-third the standard rate
of tuition, or less at the discretion of the school (f the sum of the WICHE support fee plus one-third
of the standard tution paid by student is less than the standard tuition charge, the institution may

charge the difference fo the Student

10. Refunds. When a WICHE student withdraws from an institution or incurs other such changes of
status, the amount of refund of tuition or other charges is determined according to the institution's
refund pollcz for all students. See “Student withdrawals; repeat years; leaves 0f absence," Section

IV, Page 2, #8 and ‘Support fees," below.

11. Support fees

a) Establishment and payment of support fees. InJune of each even-numbered year the WICHE
Commission adopts a sChedule of support fee rates for each of the years of the biénnium that
begins approximately one year later, 'In past years, the fee was sometimes based on a weighted
average cost, calculated on the basis of cost reports submitted b}( the receiving institutions. =
Commission palicy, adopted in 1980 and modified in 1986 when the existing fields were placed in
Category A or. Category B, provides that fees in Category A fields are to be hased on “a negotiated
or feé-for-service, rathér than exclusively a cost-of-edUcation approach..."

In Cate?ory B fields the support fee was orl%nally related to the average difference between
resident and nonresident tuition charges in the participating institutions. The fees in these fields,
added to the resident tuition paid b}( e student, approximate the average nonresident charge
among receiving institutions in the field concerned. The Commission's griginal intention, with
respect to Category B fields, was that the student would pay resident tuition or a relatively small
adaitional amount, while the state will pay a reduced support fee that, together with what the
student paKs, will cover the institution's regular nonresident tuition chargé. In recent)(ears,
however, the nonresident portion of the tuition in Category B fields has Increased faster than
anticn ated, and faster than the rate of support fees. Consequently in CategorYBflelds_, the
student pays the balance between the support fee paid by the state and thé full nonresident tuition,
but not less than resident tuition.

SupRprt fees in each field are the same regardless of the home state of the student, the institution
inwhich the student is enrolled, or class level. The suPport fee is for the ful (regular) academic
pencd; ifa student withdraws or delays enrollment, only the fee applicable for the period attended
IS payable and any excess already collected must be refunded.

b) Adé_u,sth payment to varying program arrangements. For pro%rams that depart from a
traditional"academic program or calendar (e.g{., 15 continuous. months; three calendar rather than
four academic years; etc.] WICHE will adapt the payments guided by the principle that the fees.
paid for a student generally may not exceed the total that would be paid for a student in a traditional
program. Normally the payment will be based on the relationship between the months of
attendance within a fiscal year and the nine months of an academic year. The amount fo be paid
Ineach case is cited annually in the support agreement which is submitted to the certifying officer
and recelvm? program for review and concurrénce. (See Section VI; Page 6, “Support

Agreement”.

¢) Support fees in physical therapy. Varying approaches among programs inregard to clinical
) conEBonents in ph@/3|ycal and occggationaxf tr?era%@ led the Commglsgior% to diﬁeren% policies of



APPENDIX 1
APPROVED SUPPORT FEES FOR THE 1999-2000 AND 2000-2001 BIENNIUM

The WICHE Commission set the support fees as shown below at its semi-annual
meeting, June 18-19, 1998. Fees are stated as they apply to the nine-month
school term. Adjustments to accommodate 12-month programs or other special
circumstances are spelled out in the Professional Student Exchange Program

Manual.

1998-1999*  1999-2000 2000-2001

Group A

MEDICINE $22,800  $22,800 $22.800
DENTISTRY 14,300 14,300 14,700
VETERINARY MEDICINE 19,900 20,400 20,900
PHYSICAL THERAPY 6,100 7,200 7,400
OCCUPATIONAL 7,400 7,600 7,800
THERAPY

OPTOMETRY 9,100 9,300 9,500
PODIATRY 9,400 9,600 9,800
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 13,400 13,700 14,000
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 4,100 4,200 4,300
Group B

GRADUATE LIBRARY 54,400 $4,500 54,600
STUDIES

LAW 4,900 5,000 5,100
PHARMACY 4,900 5,000 5,100
GRADUATE NURSING 4,400 4,500 4,600
PUBLIC HEALTH 5,200 5,300 5,400
ARCHITECTURE 3,400 3,500 3,600

The payment of required student "tuition,” and the credit of support fees, is
different in “Group A" and “Group B" fields. Please refer to Section IV, Page 3,
#9, "Tuition charges to WICHE students" for specific guidelines and
requirements.

*for reference; approved June 1996.
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The West«ss Intesstate Commission eor Hiohej Eouurics ajs cfersd lo facilitate
resource sharing and cost-effective services for and among Western states and

their public and private colleges and universities.

Th? 15 member stales —

Alaska, Arizona, Californio. Colorar:

Hawaii, |daho,

Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah,

Washington, and Wyoming —

share higher education progrc-s. expertise,

far.lilies, and data. Equally apportioned state dues provide W CHE's bcsic
support; many projects are funded substantially by foundations and the federal
ga.ernmenl. WICHE Commissioners are appointed by the governors ol their

member stales.

A - -DQ.NT LXC

Flexible, state-responsive programs
provide a broad range of higher
education options for more than 9,000
students each year at undergraduate,
graduate, and professional levels.
Through these programs:

m Students gain aftordable access to
desired programs;

e States avoid unnecessary
duplication of programs;

b Institutions can devote their
resources to improving the quality of
their educational offerings.

Western UndergraduoteExchange. Students
pay 150 percent of the receiving
school’s resident tuition,

substantially less than the standard
nonresident tuition. More than 8.200
students svere enrolled in 1997-98
across 13 states.

Professional Student Exchange. Nearly 900
students take advantage of 15 fields
of professional education. More than
10,600 professionals, most in health
care, have received home state
support when enrolled in programs in
another Western state. Some 93
percent of these professionals remain
within the region to practice their
careers

Western Regional Graduate Program.
Distinctive graduate programs are
avaiiableenanin-statetuitionbasis

Available are 1!'. graduateprogramsat
35 institutions ir. "4 states. More than
200 studentspa—npate.

pouc? -'ld
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W ICHE s policy research and
information act;-.;tiesemphasize
options that stares and institutions
might apply to higher education
issues and concerns. The information
is disseminated through publications,
the Internet, and through individual
and multistate discussion forums
Examples include

m  Publication ct a fact book to
inform policy makers of trends that
impacthighereducationand provide
multiyear and interstatecomparisons
as acontext forpolicy considerations

m  State-by-state projections of the
number of high school graduates,
including the only source of these
projections by race and ethnicity and
by both public and private schools.

m  Annual compilation of tuition and
mandatory student fees at all public
colleges and universities in the West.

m Studiesofcollegestudentmigration
patterns and an examination of state
needs for health care professionals.

b Conrerencescn highereducation
policy issues for covernment leaders,
campusandsystemadministrators.
faculty srudents and trustees

ZVE.RVIEW/

TOLECONIUN CATIONS

W'ICHE’s Western Cooperative for
Educational Telecommunications is a
national leader in helping states and
institutions to use new technologies
more effectively forimproved educa-
tion. The nearly 200 dues-paying
members in 37 states and six coun-
tries cooperate in sharing informa-
tion, identifying barriers to the use of
telecommunications in education,
evaluating technological approaches
to education, and facilitating
multistate approaches to technology-
based learning. Priority projects are:

b Vie DstaceLearner 'sGuide, ajust-
published primer fordistance learners.

b Developingstandard accounting
principles toassess highereducation's
use of technology, and other tools and
training forevaluatingtheeffectiveness
of technology ineducation.

b Assisting institutions with policies
and programs that fumishsupport for
distance learning students.

b Providing training for managers of
distance education programson cam-
puses and inhighereducation sys-
tems

b Monitoring national legislative and
regulatory issues in telecommunica-
tions foreducationand policies related
todistance learning.

b Developing aseries of "Principles of
Good Practice" forassessing and
accrediting electronically offered

¢ ademic programs

N(?R.Ti-J AMERICAN
Cf?LLAS>EL£E.ATIAN

Since 1993, WICHE has worked with
regional and international partners to
increaseunderstandingand
opporhinitiesrorcollaborationamong
highereducation institutions and
educational leaders in the Western U S



and Mexico. The projectnollr
developing®! North American
tocusand includesCanada.
Central projectstrategies are:

m Convening higher
education leaders from the
countries to encourage new
collaborations.

m Expandingdialogueand
access to information
resources by utilizing the
Internet as a mechanism for
dialogue and a dissemination
vehicle for current research
related to higher education in
North America.

A comparative research series
published by WICHE
analyzes major policy issues
and differences in Canadian,
Mexican, and U.S. higher
education.

FACULTY
Q/E ENTY

WICHE is a major partner in
a national effort to develop
more college faculty from
among minority groups.
WICHE's Doctoral Scholars
Program has provided support
for50 minority doctoral
students in 12 states.

teAlfh

The WICHE Mental Health
Program seeks to improve the
quality of training and
research in mental health by
working with educators and
mental health practitioners
and administrators. The
overall aim of these activities
is to expand public mental
health resources, develop an
educated and trained
workforce.and provide
research and information
services.

WICHE * P.O. Box 9752

*mmum QO 10301-M52 .
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AAKA

Diane M Borrans.eiecutive director,
Alaska Commission on
Pastsecondary Education,

Juneou;

Johnny Blis, stole senator, Anchor-

age

ARIZONA

Frank Besnette (\WIGHE vice chair,
1998), executive director, Arizona
Board of Regents. Phoenix;

Rick Lavij, executive vice president,
Arizona Cotton Growers, Phoenix;

Daniel Sdiollel, slate representative,
Tucson

CALIFCRNIA

Phillip G. Bardos, former member of
the las Angeles Gity Board of
Education and the California
Community Colleges Board of
Govermars, Chonnellslands;

Judith Chambers, vice president of
student life, University of the
Pocne. Stockton;

Charles Lindahl, associate vice
chancellor for ocodemic affairs,
Califomio Slate University System

QOLCRADO

Audrey Alvarado (WGHE chair,
19%), associate dean for student
ond external affcirs, GESPA
Graduate School of Public Affairs,
University of Colorado, Oenver,

Joe D. May, president, Pueblo
Community College;

Dwayne C Nuzum, executive
director, Colorado Commission on
Higher Education, Denver.

HAWAI

Doris Ching, vice president for
student affairs. University of
Hawaii at Vbnoo, Honolulu;

Gerald L Do Mello, director of
unnrenity relotions, University of
Hawaii at Hio;

Raymond S. Ono, senior vice
president. University Banking
Center First H,waiian Bork.
Honolulu

IDAHO

Gregory G. Filch, execunve directs'
for higher education. State
Board of Education, Boise;

Jock Riggs, strre senator ond
physician, Geur d' Alene;

Charles Rudi, president, Boise g~

>

MONTANA

Richard Crofts, ammissioncr,
Montano Uviersity System
Heleng;

Francis J. Kerins, former presides
of Carroll College, Heleng;
Emily Swanson, stole representa-

tive, Bozermsv

NEVADA

Richard 5. Jarva, chancellor,
University ond ConTrunity
College Systemof Nevads,

Reno;

Paul Page (\WQHEchair, 1996), vie
president tor university advance-
ment, University of Nevodo,
Rero;

Raymond D. Rawson, state senate™
Las \Vegs

NEW MEXIQO

Everett Frost, president, Ecsiem
New VEiicoUniversily, Partales

Pauline GubWs, state representa-
tive, AlbucuercLe;

Bruce D. Hamlett, executive
diirector, Commission on Higher
Education. Santa Fe

NORTHDAKOTA

Roy Hausauer, cate representative
\Wbhpeton,

lurry book, chencellor, North
Dekota Umvenity System
Bismarck.

Joe Peltier, via president, North
Dekota Boad d Higher Educa-
tion, Arthur

OREGON

Diane Vinos (\WGHEchoir. 1997).
vxe (honcelor for corporate ond
public offoirs and board secre-
tary, Oregon Umeersify System

Roger J. Bassett, commissiorer,
Oregon Community Colleges and
Job Irainin; Partnership A)
Admmistionan.Solem,

George E Richardson, Jr.,
monager ol federal ond local
government relations ond
commrunity offoirs. Northwest
Noturol Gos Conrpany, Porllond

SOUTH DAKOTA

Robert Bums, distinguished
professor ond acting director,
WQ Farber Center for Gvic
Leadership, University of South
Dokolo, on leave from the
Political Sa'ence Department,
South Dokato Slate University,
Brookings -

David R Gienapp, lawyer ond
president, South Dakota Board
of Regents, Madison;

Robert T. (Tod) Perry, executive
director, South Dokolo Board of

Regents, Pierre.

UTAH

Cecelio H FoxJey, commissioner of
higher educolion, Utah System
of Higher Educolion, Salt Loke
Qty;

Lyle Hillyord (WICHE choir, 1998)
slate senator, Logon;

Dale O.Zabriskie, president,
Zobriskie &Associates, and
member, Stale Board of Regens
Salt Lake Gty

WASHINGTON

Don Carlson, stale representative,
Vanoower-

Marcus S. Gaspard, executive
director, Washington Stote
Higher Education Coordinating
Board, Olyrrpia;

Ken Jacobsen, stote senator
Sedttle.

WTOMING

Philip L Dubois, president, Univer-
sity of V\(yoming, Loramie.

Roe Lynn Job, stole senotor ond
director of special projects.
Sweetwater School District # 1,
Rock Spngss;

Charles J. Vales, manager of
surface operations, Solvoy
Mirerals, Green River

303) 54M2M-,« fai (313) 511-1281 « WWW W ICHE.EBU
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Alaska's membership in WICHE, an innovative regional compact among
IS Western states, enahles it to reduce costs, better serve students, and
enhance its higher education system. Key benefits include:

11 WICHE expands the range ol educational programs and institutions
available to Alaska students, while helping Alaska avoid having to
develop new programs in several disciplines. Through WICHE, several
thousand Alaska students have 'rained outside the state in professional,
undergraduate, and graduate programs at reduced tuition rotes; Alaska
has welcomed hundreds of nonresident students to its programs.

m  Expanding the use of new technologies in delivering educational services
is essential in today's competitive educational environment. Through WICHE,
four Alaska institutions and organizations participate in an international

telecommunications cooperative to improve their distance learning programs.

ki Complex problems confront higher education policy makers in the
West. Those policy makers ore receiving useful comparative data and
information from WICHE to help put various state issues into regional and

national contexts and to share effective strategies.

n As the West's population becomes increasingly diverse, a shortage of
minority (acuity members continues to allecl Western institutions.
Through WICHE's Doctoral Scholars progrom, Alaska minority students
receive support to earn their doctorates and become faculty members.

11 Preparing students to function in a global marketplace requires
increasing collaboration among public and private sector leaders.
Alaska's institutions, through V/ICHE, have access to a growing North
American network of education and business leaders who ore developing
collaborative initiatives among Canada, the U.S., and Mexico.

11 Regional collaboration and resource sharing facilitated by WICHE
also benefit Alaska's mental health system.

Representing Alaska on the 45-membec Commission are: Diane M. Barrans,
executive director, Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education,
Juneau; and Johnny Ellis, stote senator, Anchoroge. WICHE Commissioners
are appointed by the governors of their member states. Sen. Ellis also serves
on WICHE's Legislative Advisory Committee, along with State
Representative Gene Therriault.

The 15 member states — Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii,
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, Oregon, South
Dakota, Utah, Washington, and Wyoming — shai,. nigher education
programs, expertise, facilities and data. Equally apportioned state dues
provide WICHE's basic support; many projects are funded substantially by
foundations and the federal government.

i* nr m> -E 0 #c.

Exchanges allow Alaska students to tap
professional, undergraduate, and
graduate programs outsido the state at a
cost comparable to what they would pay
at home. Ln this way, they have
affordable access to higher
education, and Alaska avoids
costly and unnecessary
duplication of programs and
facilities.

Through the Professional Student
Exchange |"ogram, 15 fields of
professional career education,
most in the health professions,
are available. More than 10,600
professionals have received
home state support when

erm 'led m participating
programs in another W ICHE
state. Nearly 93 percent of these
professionals have remained in
the region. Some 1,139 of these
professionals were from Alaska.

Through the Western Undergraduate
Exchange, students may attend
programs outside their home
state. They pay 150 percent of
the receiving school's resident
tuition, much less than the
standard nonresident tuition. A
record of nearly 8,300 students
enrolled in 1997-98 under this
exchange, which involves more
than 100 campuses in 13

W ICHE states. Some 894
students from Alaska enrolled in
other states at no cost to the
state. Another Si students from
other participating states
enrolled in AJaska

Through the Western Regional
Graduate Program, distinctive, high
quality graduate programs are



w
open tostudents in 14 states at a resident-tuition rate.

Some 111 participating master's and dcxtoral programs
are available at 35 institutions. Ln 1997. 13 graduate
students from Alaskaenrolled in programsoutside the state
w hile other graduate students were eligible toenrollin
Alaska'sprograms.

tC?UCATIi<?NAL
TLLLCEVIMUNICATIEND

WICHE's Western Cooperative for Educational Telecommunications ir
a leader in helping states and institutions to more effectively
develop and use their educational technologies. The Cooperative
serves nearly 200 dues-paying members in 37 Ui. slates and six
countries. Four Alaska institutions or organiiations are members of the
Western Cooperative: llisagvik College, Barrow; the University of
Alaska Fairbanks; the University of Alaska Southeast; and the
University of Alaska System Office. April Croshy, dean of instruction at
[lisagvik College is the chair of the Western Cooperative's Steering

Committee.

Alaska had 19 participants at recent Cooperative
conferences and institutes on key distance education
issues. Training is also provided for managers of
distance education programs on campuses and in
higher education systems. The Cooperative helped
design and implement the "electronic" Western
Governors University that will offer competency-based
educational programs. It is also developing tools and
providing training for evaluating the effectiveness of
technology in education. A recent project surveyed
more than 1,000 higher education institutions to
identify exemplary student support services in
distance learning. Members also benefit from the
Cooperative’'smonitoring of national legislative and
regulatory issues related to distance learning.

POLICY £

WICHE promotes the sharing of information on higher education
issues by gathering data and publishing reports, both printed and on
the Internet, and by convening decision makers to develop options
on dregional basis. W ICHE publishes a regional fact book
to inform policy makers concerning higher education
trends and to provide multiyear and interstate
comparisons. W ICHE also collects annual tuition data.

A Lhree-vear project is in progress todevelop policy
plans for systematic change in higher education. A
four-member Alaskadelegation attended a workshop on

transforming highereducation thatincluded state
legislators, regents, institution presidents and other
executives, and students, and three represented the
state at a forum on articulation and transfer. Other
multistate forums are planned.

-ACULTY DIVE.EGITY

WICHE is a major partner in a national effort to develop more
college faculty members from among minority groups. W ICHE's
Doctoral Scholars Program has provided support for 50
minority graduate students enrolled at the University of
Alaska Fairbanks arid in 11 other states. Currendy, one
Alaskan is a scholar.

AMAMNIAAN
D LaXBEAY

Working with regional and international partners, WICHE created
the Consortium for North American Higher Education Collaboration.
The Consortium enables institutions and states to explore initiatives
involving education leaden in Canada, Mexico, and the U.S. Other
founding partners are the University of .Arizona, the
Universidad Autonoma de Baja California, the Mexican
Association for International Education, the University
of British Columbia, and the California State
University system, with support from the Ford
Foundation.

Strategies are to expand dialogue and access to
miormation through an Internet group; to foster
collaboration among institutions committed to
effecting social change along the U.S.-MexJco
borderlands; and to publish research comparing
higher education in the three countries.

MANtal UlaltU _

WICHE's Mental Health Program enables states to save dollars, staff
time, ond administrative resources in providing mental health
services. The program is a nucleus for influencing
nationaland regionalmental health policy. It offers
comparative decision supportinformation; research to
better serve mental health clients;collaboration between
educators and service providers;and improvements Ln
management information systems. State mental health
directorsand advisers provide program direction.

9'08
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