


S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1 9 9 9  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

@SCAL NOTE
B I L L  N O .  H B  2~

R e v is io n  D a te  fNote if co rrection . Dep l. A ffected Educa tion
T itle  ‘ An Act re la ting :o g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t lo a n s , ana 

provid ing for an e le c t iv e  d a te  ‘
BRU ACPE

Com pc-ent S tu cen ; Loan O oera tion s
S p o n so r Rep M u lde r
R e q u e s te r  HHESS Component S e ria l No 213

E x p e n d itu r e s/ R e v e n u e s
-

n"housand O f Dollars)
Note: A m oun ts do not in c lu d e  inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  noted be low

I O P E R A T IN G  EX PEN D ITU RES FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 | FY2004 | FY2005 :
I P e r s o n a l s e rv ic e s ! 1
' T ra v e l ! 1

C on tra c tu a l i !
S u p p lie s ! i l
E q u ipm en t i l l ' ]
L an d  & S tru c tu re s i 1
G ran ts . C la im s I 1 1
M is c e lla n e o u s 1 1

TO TAL O PERAT ING '  !
• • • | •

C A P IT A L  EX PEN D ITU R ES

i C H A N G E  IN REV EN U E  ( )

FU N D  SO U R C E (Thousand o f  D o lla rs)
| 1002 F e d e ra l R e ce ip is  
| 1003 GP M atch

1004 G F
1005 GF/Program  R ece ip ts  
1037 GF/M enta l Health 
O ther fS o e c ify  Type) 1106 P-Sec R ec

TOTAL • i ■ . * * i • :

E s t im a te  o f a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY 99) c o s t :
PO S IT IO N S

i Fu ll-T im e i i • i
| Part-T ime i • i
1 T em po ra ry 1 1 i

A N A LY S IS : (A ttach  a sep a ra te  ca g e  i f  n e c e s s a ry )
It s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  th a t  in c lu s io n  o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  b e n e f i t s  w o u ld  r e q u ir e  a  g e n e r a l  fu n d  

a p p r o p r ia t i o n .  T h e  in fo r m a t io n  p r o v i d e d  in  th is  f is c a l a n a ly s is  is  p r e d ic a t e d  u p o n  s t a t e m e n t s  th a t  

n o  f o r g i v e n e s s  b e n e f i t s  a re  in t e n d e d  in  H B  2 7 . a n d  th a t  t h e  a s s is t a n c e  p r o v i d e d  to  P r o f e s s io n a l  

S t u d e n t  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m  p a r t i c ip a n t s  in  t h e  fo rm  o f  s u p p o r t  f e e s  a r e  to  b e  in c u r r e d  u n d e r  

t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  lo a n s . ’ P r o g r a m  f u n d s  d is b u r s e d  a s  s tu d e n t  lo a n s  a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t  to  th e  

E x e c u t i v e  B u d g e t  A c t .  th e r e fo r e  a n  a p p r o p r ia t io n  is  n o t  r e q u ir e d .

I

P rep a re d  by M ike M aher. D irector o f S tu d e n t Loan Operations
D iv is io n  S tuden t Loan Ooeratipns . _____________

 u
A pp ro ved  by E xec . D irector 
A gen cy

D ia n e  B a r r a n s

A la ska  Comm ission on P o s ts e c o n d a ry  Education

Phone
Date/Time

Date

465-6743
2/1/99 11.59 AM

P R E P A R E R  TO P R O V I D E  A L L  D IS T R IB U T IO N  C O P I E S  TO G O V E R N O R 'S  L E G IS L A T IV E  O F F IC E
For f u r th e r  d i s t r ib u t io n  infoim ation ,  call the  G o v e rn o r 's  L eg is la t ive  Office

( R e v  1 0 /9 8 )  9 9 fn fo rm .x l s /o m b  P a p e  1 o f  2

Ml 2* A
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! ANALYSIS: (continued)
Y e a r l y  s u p p o r t  f e e s  p r o je c t e d  fo r  th e  '9 9 -  2 0 0 0  sc .noo l y e a r  r a n g e  fr o m  a lo w  o f  $ 4 .2  f o r m e  P h y s i c ia n  

A s s i s t a n t  f ie ld  to  a  h ig h  o f  $ 2 2 .8  fc r  M e d ic in e .  T r e  c o s t  to  t h e  lo a n  fu n c  o f  A l a s k a 's  p a r t .c ip a t io n  in  th e  

' p r o g r a m  a g a in  w il l  v a r y  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  d e p e n d in g  o n th e  n u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a n ts  a w a r d e d  lo a n s ,  a n o  th e  

p r o f e s s io n a l  f i e ld s  a p p r o v e d .
iI
j In  o r d e r  to  d e t e r m in e  a  r e a s o n a b le  le v e l  o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n ,  t h e  W I C H E  A d m in i s t r a t i v e  O f f ic e  w a s  a s k e d  to  

1 r e v i e w  A l a s k a 's  h is to r ic a l p a r t ic ip a t io n  l e v e l  in  th e  P r o f e s s io n a l  S t u d e n t  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m  ( P S E P )  a s  w e :!  

! a s  s t a t e  p r o f e s s io n a l  w o r k f o r c e  p r o je c t io n s  a n d  p r o v id e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  r e g a r d in g  th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  f ie lc s  

i a n d  n u m b e r  o f  s tu d e n ts .  T h e i r  a n a ly s is  is  a s  fo l lo w s :
i

! No. o f students

D e n tis ir >

Ph\ sical Therapy 
Occupational Theraps 
Optometry 
Podiatry
Physician Assistant

j
6
4

Tota' 19

T h e  c o s t  o f  th is  le v e l  o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w o u ld  b e  S I  57 3 0 0  in th e  firs t y e a r  a n d  r is e  to  S 5 3 C  5 2 8  w h e n  a ll f i e l c s  

a r e  fu l ly  e n r o l le d .



S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

DATE: 2/25/99 FURTHER: Finance

DATE TURNED
IN

l i t  I UnlNtU /  .
TO OFFICE: ^1 2 -H  Jq g

HESS Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 27(HES)

GRADUATE STUDENT LOANS

and recommends:

[ ] be replaced with 

[ ] adopt previous _

CS

CS

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] adopt Letter o f Intent by _ 

[ ] further referral to th e ____

Committee

Committee

Senate Bill:
[ 1 same title 

_) [ J new title
douse Bill:

_) [ ] same title 
[ ] technical title 
[ ] new: SCR"___

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):
Department Date Zero Fisc; \

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):*
Department Date Zero Fiscal

[  ]  A P P R O P R I A T I O N  -  n o  f i s c a l  n o t e ♦include fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s bill



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

1 9 9 9  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

B I L L  N O .  H B  2*

R e v is io n  D a te  (Note if correction 
T itle

S o on so r

'A n Act re lating :o g ra d u a te  s tu c e n t lo an s , ana 
p rov id ing for a r  e le c t iv e  o a te  *__________________

R eo  M u lde r

Dept A ffected Educa tion  
8RU ACPE

Com pc-ent S tuaen ; Loan O pera tion s

R e q u e s te r  HHESS Component S e r ia l No 213

E x p e n d itu re s/ R e v e n u e s (Thousand O f Dollars!
No te . A m oun ts do not in c lu d e  inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  noted be low

1 O PERA T IN G  EXPEN D ITU RES FY2000 FY2001 I FY2002 FY2003 | FY2004 . FY2005
1 P e rso n a l s e rv ic e s ! I I
1 T rave l I I I
{ C on tra c tu a l ! 11 S up p lie s 1 s 1 1

Equ ipm en t I t 1 I i
! L and  & S tru c tu re s I i 1 1

G ran ts . C la im s 1 ! 1
M isc e lla n e o u s = 1 1

TOTAL O PERAT ING * 1 1 • :

C A P ITA L  EX PEN D ITU RES

CH ANGE IN R E V E N U E ( )

FUND SOURCE I Thousand o f Dollars)
! 1002 F e d e ra l R e ce ip ts 1 1 1
: 1003 GF M atch 1 1 1
j 1004 GF i ! 1 1
; 1005 GF/Program  R e ce ip ts 1 i 1 1 1
1 1037 GF/Mental H ea lth I ' l l

O ther tSpec ify  Type) 1106 P-Sec P e c ! I 1
TOTAL * • • * *

E s t im a te  o f  an y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY 99) c o s t :
PO S IT IO N S

i Full-T ime 1 • i
j Part-Time I I  < 1
1 Tem porary i 1 • 1

A N A LY S IS  (A ttach  a sep a ra te  oage i f  n e c e s sa ry )
It s h o u ld  b e  n o t e d  th a t  in c lu s io n  o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  b e n e f i t s  w o u ld  r e q u ir e  a  g e n e r a l  fu n d  

a p p r o p r ia t io n .  T h e  in fo r m a t io n  p r o v i d e d  in  th is  f is c a l a n a ly s is  is  p r e d ic a t e d  u p o n  s t a t e m e n t s  th a t  1 

n o  f o r g i v e n e s s  b e n e f i t s  a re  i n t e n d e d  in  H B  2 7 , a n d  th a t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o v i d e d  to  P r o f e s s io n a l  1 

S t u d e n t  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m  p a r t i c ip a n t s  in  t h e  fo rm  o f  s u p p o r t  f e e s  a r e  to  b e  in c u r r e d  u n d e r  

t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  lo a n s . ’ P r o g r a m  f u n d s  d is b u r s e d  a s  s tu d e n t  lo a n s  a r e  n o t s u b j e c t  to  th e  1 

E x e c u t i v e  B u d g e t  A c t ,  th e r e fo r e  a n  a p p r o p r ia t io n  is  n o t  r e q u ir e d .

P rep a red  Py 
D iv is ion

M ike M aher. Director o f S tud en t Loan Operations 
S tuden t Loan Operations

Phone 465-6743
a^ s   ------ Date/Time 2/1/99 11 59 AM

A pp roved by E xec . D irector D ia n e  B a r r a n s  

A gen cy A la sxa  Comm ission on P o s tse co n d a ry  Education Date > 44*3-

P R E P A R E R  TO P R O V ID E  A L L  D IS T R IB U T IO N  C O P I E S  T O  G O V E R N O R 'S  L E G ISL A T IV E  O F F IC E
For fu r th e r  d is t r ib u t io n  information, call  the  G o v e r n o r 's  L eg is la t ive  Office

(R e v  10 /98)  99fnform  x l s /o m b  P a g e  _ i __o f 2



F I S C A L  N O T E
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B I L L  N O .  H B  2 '

A N A L Y S I S :  ( c o n t in u e d )

Y e a r l y  s u p p o r t  f e e s  p r o je c t e d  fo r  th e  '9 9 - '2 0 0 0  s :n o o l  y e a r  r a n g e  fr o m  a lo w  o f  $4  2 fo r  tn e  P h y s i c ia n  

A s s i s t a n t  f ie ld  to  a  h ig h  o f  S 2 2 .8  fo r  M e d ic in e .  T r e  c o s t  to  t h e  lo a n  fu n a  o f  A l a s k a  s p a r t .c ip a t io n  in  th e  

p r o g r a m  a g a in  w ill v a r y  s ig n if ic a n t ly  d e p e n d in g  on  th e  n u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a n ts  a w a r d e d  lo a n s ,  a n d  th e  

p r o f e s s io n a l  f ie ld s  a p p r o v e d .

In  o r d e r  to  d e t e r m in e  a  r e a s o n a b le  l e v e l  o f  p a r t i c p a t io n ,  t h e  W I C H E  A d m in i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  w a s  a s k e d  to 

r e v i e w  A l a s k a 's  h is to r ic a l p a r t ic ip a t io n  l e v e l  in  th e  P r o f e s s io n a l  S t u d e n t  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m  ( P S E P )  a s  w e ;!  

a s  s t a t e  p r o f e s s io n a l  w o r k f o r c e  p r o je c t io n s  a n d  p r o v id e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  r e g a r d in g  th e  o r o f e s s io n a l  f ie lc s  

a n d  n u m b e r  o f  s tu d e n ts .  T h e i r  a n a ly s is  is  a s  fo llo w s :

No. o f  students

Dentistry
Ph> sical Therapy 6
Occupational Therapy 4
Optometry
Podiatry 1
Physician Assistant 3

Totai 79

T h e  c o s t  o f  th is  le v e l  o f  p a r t ic ip a t i 

a r e  fu lly  e n r o l le d .

3n w o u ld  b e  $ 1 5 7 ,3 0 0  in  th e  firs t y e a r  a n d  r is e  to  S 5 3 G  5 2 8  w h e n  a ll f ie lc s



FY2002 FY2Q03 FY2004 FY200SFY2001FY2000OPERATING EXPEND ITURES
Persona l se rv ic e s  
Travel 
Contractua l 
Supp lies 
Equipment 
Land & S tru ctu res 
G rants, C la im s 
M isce llaneous

TOTAL OPERATING

FISCAL NOTE
STATE O F ALASKA BULL NO. CSH B27(H ES)

, 1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date 2 / 8 / 9 9 ____________________________________________ Dept. A ffected Education_________________________
T itle 'An Act re lating to g radua te  s tud en t loans; and BRU ACPE

provid ing for an effec tive date ."   __________________________ ________
_____________________________________Component S tuden t Loan Operations_______________________________

Sponsor Rep . M u lde r   _ _ _________  ___________________________________
R eque ste r (H)  FIN  __________________________________________ Component Seria l No. 213________

E xpon d ltu re s/R o ven ue s : (Thousand Of Dollars)__________________________
Note; Amounts do not in c lude inflation u n le ss  o therw ise noted be low .___________ __________________________________________

FEB-22-99 HON 08:57 AH AK COMM POSTSECD EDUC FAX NO. 465 3293 P.

[ CHANGE IN R E V EN U E ( )

FUND  SOUR.CC
1002 Federa l R ece ip ts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program R ece ip ts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type) 1106 P-Sec R ec

TOTAL

(Thousand of Dollars)

CAPITAL EXPEND ITURES

E s tim a te  o f an y  c u r re n t y e a r  (FY 99) c o s t :  
P O S IT IO N S _________________________
Full-Time
Part-Time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a sep a ra te  p age  i f  n ecessa ry )
It s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t  in c lu s io n  o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  b e n e f i t s  w o u ld  r e q u ir e  a g e n e r a l  fu n d  

a p p r o p r ia t io n . T h e  in fo r m a t io n  p r o v id e d  in  th is  f is c a l a n a ly s is  is p r e d ic a te d  u p o n  s ta t e m e n ts  th a t 

n o  f o r g i v e n e s s  b e n e f i t s  a r e  in te n d e d  In H B  27, a n d  th a t  t h e  a s s is t a n c e  p r o v id e d  to  P r o fe s s io n a l  

S t u d e n t  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  th e  fo rm  o f  s u p p o r t  f e e s  a r e  to  b e  i n c u r r e d  u n d e r  

te r m s  a n d  c o n d it io n s  o f  lo a n s .  "P r o g r a m  fu n d s  d is b u r s e d  a s  s tu d e n t  lo a n s  a r e  n o t  s u b je c t  to  th e  

E x e c u t i v e  B u d g e t  A c t ,  th e r e fo r e  a n  a p p r o p r ia t io n  Is n o t  r e q u ir e d .

Prepared by M ike M aher. D irector o f S tudent, Loan Operations______________ _ _ _ _  Phone 465-6743_______
D ivision S tuden t Loan Operations ( X  Date/Time 2/8/99 10:42 AM

Approved by Exec , D irector, D iane Barrans ___________________
Agency A la ska  Com m ission on Po stse condary  Education____________________  Date 2/8/99___________

P R E P A R E R  TO PR O V ID E  ALL DISTRIBUTION C O P I E S  TO G O V E R N O R ’S LEGISLATIV E OFFICE
F o r  fur ther  distribution information, call t h e  G o v e rn o r ’s  Legisla tive  Office

(Rev 10 /98)  9 9 fn fo rm .x ls /om b P a g e  1 of _ 2 _



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. HB 27
P 9 8  LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FEB-22-99 HON 08:58 AM AK COMM POSTSECD EDUC FAX NO, 465 3293 P. 03

A N A L Y S I S :  ( c o n t in u e d )

Y e a r l y  s u p p o r t  f e e s  p r o je c t e d  fo r  th e  ‘9 9 -2 0 0 0  s c h o o l  y e a r  r a n g e  fr o m  a  lo w  o f  $ 4 .2  fo r  th e  P h y s ic ia n  

A s s i s t a n t  f ie ld  to  a  h ig h  o f  $ 2 2 .8  fo r  M e d ic in e .  T h e  c o s t  to  th e  lo a n  fu n d  o f  A l a s k a 's  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in th e  

p r o g r a m  a g a in  w ill v a r y  s ig n if ic a n t ly  d e p e n d in g  o n  th e  n u m b e r  o f  a p p l ic a n ts  a w a r d e d  lo a n s ,  a n d  th e  

p r o fe s s io n a l  f ie ld s  a p p r o v e d ,  •

In  o r d e r  to  d e t e r m in e  a  r e a s o n a b le  le v e l  o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n , t h e  W I C H E  A d m in is t r a t i v e  O f f i c e  w a s  a s k e d  to  

r e v ie w  A l a s k a ’s  h is to r ic a l p a r t ic ip a t io n  le v e l  in th e  P r o fe s s io n a l  S t u d e n t  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m  ( P S E P )  a s  w e ll 

a s  s ta t e  p r o fe s s io n a l  w o r k fo r c e  p r o je c t io n s  a n d  p r o v id e  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  r e g a r d in g  th e  p r o fe s s io n a l  f ie ld s  

a n d  n u m b e r  o f  s tu d e n ts .  T h e ir  a n a ly s is  is  a s  fo l lo w s :

No. of students

Dentistry 3
Physical Therapy 6
Occupational Therapy 4
Optometry 2
Podiatry 1
Physician Assistant 3

Total 19

T h e  c o s t  o f  th is  le v e l  o f  p a r t ic ip a t io n  w o u ld  b e  $ 1 5 7 ,3 0 0  in  th e  firs t y e a r  a n d  r is e  to  $ 5 3 0 ,6 2 8  w h e n  all f ie ld s  

a r e  fu lly  e n r o l le d .



R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  E ldo j^ Y I u l d e r

D is t r ic t  2 3  M u l d o o n - F t . R ic h a r d s o n

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g is l a t u r e  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s

Sponsor Statement
House Bill 27

Graduate Student Loans and the WICHE Program

House B ill 27 amends statute to allow state student loan monies to be loaned 
thorough the Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education (W ICHE) 
and repaid to the State o f Alaska.

While our current budget situation does not allow Alaska to return to making 
grants, as we did prior to 1997. The state can make this change allowing for 
loans and provide a significant benefit to students. Alaska needs W ICHE to 
take advantage o f the reduced tuition (lim ited to 1.5 times the resident rate 
compared w ith up to 5 times the resident rate) and class spots which are 
restricted w ithout our participation in W ICHE.

The State o f Alaska for more than 40 years has used student exchange 
programs o f the WICHE to augment professional and other post secondary 
education. The State o f Alaska’s participation in W ICHE’s Professional 
Student Exchange Program began quickly after ratification o f the Western 

/ /  Interstate Education compact in 1953. Alaska participated until monetary 
pressure forced suspension o f Alaska’s participation in the program in 1997.

Since the inception o f the program 1,136 students participated in all 
professional fields with almost ha lf returning to the state to live and practice 
their chosen profession

A l vsk \ S t \ r t  C’ vi'irui • J \ i  vt At \nk \ 9 9 S 0 I- I ! N2 • P m i * ) ( ) 7 ' 4^5-2647  • FAX (907) 4f>5-35 IS 
7lf> W. 4 th  A \i.m  f • A*- ••<>r .\o i . Ai.-V'.k v 9 9 5 0 1 -2 1 33 • Piium i9 0 7 ' 25S-S 193 • FAX (907) 25X-55II



This b ill would meet several ongoing needs such as provide for a long-term 
professional workforce, especially in health professions while easing access 
to affordable professional education for Alaskans. This is noteworthy as 
particular growth is expected in the elderly population.

This b ill would also avoid large expendatures to build and operate 
professional schools in challenged financial times.

Definite reasons indicate participation is cost effective and viable strategy 
for the State.

1. State occupational projections indicate expected growth in numerous 
professional fields, resulting in the need for reliable replacement 
professionals.

2. Alaska residents continue to find it d ifficu lt to gain access to 
professional schools in most fields included in the Professional 
Student Exchange Program.

3. Demand for professional education remains in demand by Alaska 
residents

4. W ICHE affords a cost-effective alternative to the creation o f new 
schools and new programs in Alaska.

This b ill w ill allow Alaska to renew our participation in the WICHE 
Professional Student Exchange program.



Section 2. Moves WAMI Program repayment to place it with other related repayment
language at the request of Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education. No 
substantive changes are made in Section 1 or Section 2.

Section 3. Regulatory language allowing Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 
Education to adopt regulations to implement A.S. 14.44.010 -  A.S. 14.44.040.

Section 4. Allows for the repayment of Alaska State Student Loan monies distributed
through Western Interstate Commission on Higher Education (WHICHE) 
graduate program to be repaid to the State of Alaska by the recipient student

Section 5.

Section 6. 
dale.

Applicability under A.S. 14.44.040

Transition Regulations necessary to implement the Act on the effective

Section 7. Allows Section 6 to take effect immediately.

Section 8. Effective Date July 1. 1999. except as noted in Section 7.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: David Pree. Legislative Aide 
Office o f Rep ’’ r” Ion Mulder

FROM: Diarie Barrana^Exeeutive Director
Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education

DATE: Februarv 8. 1999

SUBJECT: Alaska Participation in PSEP (CSHB 2~ «HES))

This information is provided in follow up to our conversation of last week regarding the 
educational resource sharing under the Western Interstate Commission on Higher 
Education (WICHE) Professional Student Exchange Program (PSEP). Attached are 
excerpts from the PSEP administrative manual that describe the structure of the program.

CSHB 27 (HESi proposes a state PSEP participation model that is not currently in use in 
any other participating state: that is. PSEP support in the form of a loan with no option 
for debt reduction through a service component. Due to the current budgetary context in 
which state programs must be scrutinized and funded. Representative Mulder’s objective 
through the bill is to increase access without being dependent upon the state general fund. 
By authorizing the repayment requirement for full participant support costs. Alaska 
Student Loan Corporation funds may be used to fund that participation under terms and 
conditions yet to be set out by the Commission in regulation.

Staff recommendation to the Commission would be to make corporation funding 
available based on criteria that includes: l ) Alaska workforce needs: 2) student access to 
specific fields of study: and 3) limiting the financial risk to the loan fund.

Beginning on page 1V-2 of the attachment the manual discusses the issue of student 
access in item S. Category B fields are generally available to non-residents students in 
the western region. States elect to participate simply to provide their residents with a 
financial subsidy for tuition. As a result a PSEP loan ir. these fields would not prov ide 
participants any benefit. Therefore, it is unlikely that the Commission would target these 
fields for limited support dollars. Because of the generally w ide access av ailable to 
students in these fields. Alaska has not participated in Category B fields since 1986.

Please let me know if there is additional information the: I may prov ide.

ATTACHMENTS



SUBJECT: CSHBW (HES)

I. O v e r v ie w  o f  t h e  P r o fe s s io n a l S t u d e n t  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m  
(P S E P )

T h e  P ro fe s s io n a l S tu d e n t E x c h a n g e  P rogram  ( P S E P )  m a k e s  it p o ss ib le  for s ta tes  to assure  tha t their 

s tu d e n ts  h a v e  a c c e s s  to p ro fess iona l educa tion  a t r e a s o n a b le  tuition ra tes, but w ithout the e x p e n s e  o f 

e s tab lish in g  p ro g ra m s  in their o w n  institutions. T h e  s ta te s  com pris in g  the  W e s te rn  Interstate 

C o m m is s io n  for H igh er  Ed u ca tio n  ( W IC H E )  p ro v id e  this s e r v ic e  u n d e r  th e  term s o f the W e s te r n  

R eg ion a l E d u c a t io n  C o m p a c t ,  an  in tersta te  a g re e m e n t e s ta b lis h e d  in 1953 an d  a p p ro ve d  b y  the C o n g re s s  o f 

the U n ite d  S ta te s . In add ition  to th e  ongina l fields o f  m ed ic in e , den tis try , a n d  ve ter in ary  m ed icn e , th e  program  

inc ludes p h ys ic a l th e ra p y , o ccu pa tion a l th erapy , op tom e try , pod ia try , law , g ra d u a te  library studies, g radu a te  

nursing, p h a rm a c y , p u b lic  hea lth , arch itecture , o s te o p a th ic  m ed ic in e , an d  p h ys ic ia n  ass is tan t

B enefits  a c c ru e  to all parties  in the e x c h a n g e . S tu d e n ts  g en e ra lly  r e c e iv e  pre feren tia l consideration  o f  their 

app lica tions a n d  tuition p a ym e n ts  a re  substan tia lly  red u ced . R e c e iv in g  sch o o ls— w h ich  include virtually all the 

accred ited  p ro g ra m s  in the fifteen fields in th e  region— ga in  a c c e s s  to  a poo l o f h igh ly  qualified s tuden ts , 

acrneve  m o re  s tab ility from  en ro llm en t fluctuations, a n d  c a n  bring c la s s  s iz e s  to le v e ls  w h ere  quality ca n  be  

s tren g th en ed  a n d  e ff ic ien c ie s  im proved . S e n d in g  s ta te s  fulfill their ob liga tio ns  for m ee ting  the educa tiona l 

n eeds  o f  their c it ize n s  w itho u t h av ing  to build and  m a in ta in  e x p e n s iv e  p ro fess iona l program s at h o m e . T h e  

regional s k il le d -m a n p o w e r  po o l is s ign ificantly e n h a n c e d  b y  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  p ro fess iona ls  frcm all w e s te rn  

s a te s . T h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f th e  p rogram  h a v e  b een  re p e a te d ly  a c k n o w le d g e d  and  affirm ed b y  s tuden ts , 

e cuca tors , leg is la tors , go vern o rs , th e  W IC H E  C o m m iss io n e rs , s ta te  h igh er ed u ca tio n  planning officers, and  

practicing p ro fe ss io n a ls .

Beg inn ing  in F a ll 1987, P S E P  fields w e r e  d iv ided  into tw o  c a te g o r ie s  w ith  d ifferen t support fee  policies.

C a te g o r y  A  in c lu d es  fie lds  in w h ich  p rog ra m s  are u su a lly  u n a va ila b le  to n o n re s id en t s tuden ts  e x c e p t in ve ry  

small n u m b e rs . In C a te g o r y  A ,  support fe e s  a re  e s ta b lis h ' J w ith  s o m e  re fe ren ce  to  the co s t of edu ca tion  o f the 

program  to e n c o u ra g e  rece iv in g  p rogram s to  re se rve  p la c e s  for W I C H E  s tuden ts . In C a te g o r y  B , p rog ra m s  are 

genera lly  a va ila b le  to  s tu d e n ts  for a d m iss io n  a s  regu lar n o n re s id en t s tu den ts , s o  P S E P  a llows sen d in g  s ta tes  

the a d v a n ta g e  o f  provid ing  s tu den ts  w ith  substan tia l s a v in g s  in tuition o v e r  o th e r  non res iden t students.

E ffe c tive  o p era tion  o f  th e  P ro fess io na l S tu d e n t E x c h a n g e  P ro g ra m  d e p e n d s  u p on  collaboration a m o n g  sta tes, 

institutions, a n d  s tu d en ts , all a s s is ted  through W IC H E  coord ina tion . T h e  m a nu a l con ta in s  the po licies 

es tao lish ed  b y  th e  W I C H E  C o m m is s io n  an d  d e s c n b e s  th e  ro les  an d  responsib ilities  o f the pnm ary parties.

C lc s e  co o p e ra t io n  is e ssen tia l both to a c h ie v e  the p ro g ra m 's  b en e fits  for the  s tu d e n ts  and  the accountability  that 

is required in th e  e xp e n d itu re  o f  public funds.
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11. B a s ic  S t r u c t u r e  o f  P S E P
1 . D e s ig n a t io n  o f  F ie ld s  A v a i la b le  in  P S E P .  F ie ld s  a re  in c luded  in P S E P  b y  action o f  th e  W IC H E  

C o m m iss io n . W h e n  tw o  o r m o re  s ta te s  requ es t the add ition  o f  a  n e w  field, a  feasibility s tu d y  is 

c o n d u c te d  b y  s ta ff that iden tifies  a c c red ite d  program s w ithin  the  reg ion  a n d  d e te rm in es  the  in terest 

w ithin o th e r  W IC H E  sta tes  in s en d in g  s tu d en ts  in the field.

E x c e p t  in  n u r s in g . P S E P  in c lu d e s  o n ly  p r o g ra m s  le a d in g  to  th e  firs t o r o fe s s io n a l  d e g r e e  

( b a c c a la u r e a te ,  m a s te r 's  o r  d o c to r a l) .

E a c h  s ta te  d e te rm in es  w h ich  fie lds  a m o n g  those  in th e  p rogram  it will m a k e  a va ilab le  to its residents. 

U ltim a te ly , this is a  leg is la tive  d e c is io n  d e p e n d e n t u pon  the  appropria tion  o f  s ta te  funds  to p a y  support 

fe e s  for a g iv e n  n um ber o f s tu d e n ts  in th e  fields supported  b y  that s tate. A ll W IC H E  s ta te s  e x c e p t 

A la sk a , Ca liforn ia , and  S o u th  D a k o ta  su ppo rt s tuden ts  in at leas t o n e  P S E P  field. S in c e  1994 A la sk a  

h as  no t su p p o r ted  n e w  s tu den ts ; Ca lifo rn ia  on ly  r e c e iv e s  s tu den ts  an d  S o u th  D a ko ta  d o e s  no t 

participate.

2 . H o w  s tu d e n t s  q u a lify  a n d  a r e  s e le c t e d .  S tu d en ts  s eek in g  participation in P S E P  m u s t m e e t 

requ irem en ts  for fa ; c e r t i f ic a t io n  b y  their h o m e  sta te  a n d  (b) a d m is s io n  to the  participating P S E P  

institution o f  their choice.

a) S t a t e  c e r t if ic a t io n . E a c h  s ta te  e s ta b lish e s  its o w n  requ irem en ts  for certification through an 

app lica tion  p rocess  ( s e e  S e c t io n  V .  P a g e  6; “S ta te  R equ ii am en ts  for Certifica tion ") and  

d e s ig n a te s  a  sta te  certify ing  officer. S tu d en ts  a p p ly  to the  certifying o fficer for certification that 

th e y  a re  elig ible for con s id e ra tion  in th e  program . Certifica tion  is no t a  gu a ra n tee  o f s u p p o r t O n ly  

a s  m a n y  certified s tu d en ts  a s  a re  a u th o n zed  an d  fu nd ed  through appropna tion s  in e a ch  s ta te  ca n  

a c tu a lly  b e  supported  a s  W I C H E  P S E P  students.

b) A d m is s i o n  to  p r o fe s s io n a l  p r o g r a m s . T h e  s tu d en t ap p lies  for adm iss ion  to a n y  participating 

institu tion o f his/her c h o ic e  th rough  regu lar channe ls . T h e  d ec is ion  on  adm iss ion  is entirely a t the 

d iscre tion  o f  the institution. In s o m e  c a se s , th e  institution m a y  m a k e  adm iss ion  con ting en t upon  

th e  a p p lica n t 's  a ch ie v in g  certification  b y  his/her h o m e  s ta te  or b y  a s s u ra n c e  of support a s  a P S E P  

s tu d e n t

T h e  W I C H E  B o u ld e r  office s e r ve s  a s  the  c h a n n e l o f com m un ica tion  b e tw e e n  s ta te  certifying officers and  

participating p ro fe ss io n a l schoo ls  a n d  p ro g ra m s  in determ in ing w h ich  adm itted  s tu d en ts  will b e  s u pp o rted ,

3 . F in a n c ia l p r o v is io n s .  Institu tions enro lling P S E P  s tu den ts  rece ive : (a) tu it io n  paid  b y  the  studen t, 

an d  (b) a  s u p p o r t  fe e  paid to  th e  institution through W I C H E  by the s tu d en t 's  h o m e  s ta te .

a) T u i t io n  p a id  b y  s t u d e n t  In C a te g o r y  A  fields, th e  s tu den t a ttend ing  a n y  public institution p a ys  

tuition a t n o  m ore than th e  resident student rate In C a te g o r y  B fields, th e  s tuden t in a  public 

institution a lso  p a y s  re s id en t tuition e x c e p t  m th ose  c a s e s  w h e re  tuition p lus  the support fe e  pa id 

b y  th e  s en d in g  state is le s s  than  th e  institution 's full n on res iden t tuition. In th e se  c a s e s , the 

institution m a y  charge  th e  s tu d en t th e  rem ain ing d iffe rence  (s e e  S e c t io n  IV, P a g e  3, #11. “S u ppo rt 

F e e s ')  In both ca te g o n e s , s tu d e n ts  a ttend ing  a p n va te  institution p a y  substan tia lly  less  than that 

institution s regular tuition. H is tonca lly , W IC H E  s tu d en ts  enro lled  in p r iva te  institutions paid 

a p p ro x im a te ly  one-th ird  s ta n d a rd  tuition. H o w e ve r , b e c a u s e  tuition is increasing a t a  rate grea ter 

than  th e  support foe. in re c e n t y e a r s  s tuden ts  h a v e  h ad  to p a y  a g rea te r  am oun t than  tha t o n e - 

third T o d a y ,  v isu a lly  all p n v a te  p rog ra m s  credit th e  P S E P  s tuden t w ith  the support fee.

IM



I V .  P o l i c i e s  a n d  P r o c e d u r e s

1. Communications. One advantage o f the WICHE Professional Student Exchange Program is that 
it enables students from the sending states to attend a wide range of institutions throughout the 
West, where quite different approaches to professional education in the PSEP fields may be taken 
at the student's option. While advantageous, this freedom and flexibility complicates the 
administration of the program. Effective operation of the program is entirely dependent upon the 
collaboration o f persons in the sending states, in the participating institutions, at WICHE, and the 
students themselves.
Because of variations among programs, the circumstances of individual students, the difficulty of 

keeping several hundred persons informed about changing state funding patterns, and other reasons, 
expenence has shown that the program works best when certifying officers and receiving program 
officers communicate only through the WICHE office. Except in rare expressly approved cases, 
certifying officers and program officials should not communicate directly. By handling these 
communications, the WICHE office can assure that those who “need to know' are in fact informed and 
can be held accountable.

It is likely that several offices at participating institutions have responsibilities that affect the WICHE 
student and program. The designated institution contact person(s) will need to keep appropnate 
people within the institution informed and assure that transactions affecting 'WICHE students are 
reported. For example:

a) Admission actions on WICHE students need to be reported promptly to WICHE.
b) Student tuition bills need to reflect WICHE student status.
c) WICHE needs to be informed about students who receive federal scholarships such as 

National Health Service Corps (see Section IV, Page 2, #5) and about WICHE students who 
withdraw or otherwise change status.

2 . Accreditation status o f WICHE programs. Only programs with full accreditation of the 
appropriate professional accrediting association may participate in PSEP. If a participating 
program experiences a change o f status affecting its accreditation, the program must report the 
change to WICHE. If the new status involves a loss of the rights and privileges accorded to 
graduates of fully accredited programs, the participation of new students will be suspended 
pending restoration of full accreditation.

3 . Preference fo r WICHE students. All receiving schools/programs in Group A fields (See Section 
IV, Page 2, #8) are expected to give preference to WICHE-certified applicants. Some public 
institutions do this by considenng WICHE applicants immediately after considering residents and 
prior to admitting any other nonresidents: some schools consider all applicants within the pool on 
the same basis and extend preference to a WICHE applicant when two are equally qualified: some 
reserve a specific number or percentage of places for WICHE students: some ana prohibited by 
state policy from admitting nonresident students unless they are WlCHE-supported students. The 
method by which preference is given should be discussed with WICHE but is determined by the 
school.

4 . Continuation o f support pending student completion. After a student is certified and 
supported, the state assumes the obligation to continue support for that student through the normal 
duration of the program, subject to appropnaticn of necessary funds and provided the student 
remains in good standing. Except as provided to the contrary by formal legal interpretation of 
constitutional or statutory provisions, or published policy in the sending state, this obligation 
continues even if the student changes legal residence to another state. Once a student receives 
any state support through WICHE. that student will be monitored for academic progress until all 
degree requirements have been met.
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9 . Tuition charges to WICHE students. In state-support institutions, in Category A fields the 
student will be charged not more than the resident student rate In Category B fields, except as 
provided below, the student will pay resident tuition and the institution may also charge the student 
any difference that remains between (1) the sum of resident tuition and the support fee which is 
paid through WICHE by the student's home state, and (2) the institution's nonresident tuition 
charge. (This policy was reaffirmed by the Commission in December 1992.)
Students who have been authorized for support should not be charged late fees by the enrolling 
institution for the support fee. Payment of all support fees are made on January 15 of each year.
In private institutions in Category A or B, the student will be charged one-third the standard rate 
of tuition, or less at the discretion of the school, (f the sum of the WICHE support fee plus one-third 
of the standard tuition paid by student is less than the standard tuition charge, the institution may 
charge the difference to the student

1 0 . Refunds. When a WICHE student withdraws from an institution or incurs other such changes of 
status, the amount of refund of tuition or other charges is determined according to the institution's 
refund policy for all students. See “Student withdrawals; repeat years; leaves of absence,' Section 
IV, Page 2, #8 and ‘ Support fees," below.

11 . Support fees
a) Establishment and payment o f support fees. In June of each even-numbered year the WICHE 

Commission adopts a schedule of support fee rates for each of the years of the biennium that 
begins approximately one year later. In past years, the fee was sometimes based on a weighted 
average cost, calculated on the basis of cost reports submitted by the receiving institutions. 
Commission policy, adopted in 1980 and modified in 1986 when the existing fields were placed in 
Category A or Category B, provides that fees in Category A fields are to be based on “a negotiated 
or fee-for-service, rather than exclusively a cost-of-education approach..."

In Category B fields the support fee was originally related to the average difference between 
resident and nonresident tuition charges in the participating institutions. The fees in these fields, 
added to the resident tuition paid by the student, approximate the average nonresident charge 
among receiving institutions in the field concerned. The Commission's original intention, with 
respect to Category B fields, was that the student would pay resident tuition or a relatively small 
additional amount, while the state will pay a reduced support fee that, together with what the 
student pays, will cover the institution's regular nonresident tuition charge. In recent years, 
however, the nonresident portion of the tuition in Category B fields has increased faster than 
anticn ated, and faster than the rate o f support fees. Consequently in Category B fields, the 
student pays the balance between the support fee paid by the state and the full nonresident tuition, 
but not less than resident tuition.
Support fees in each field are the same regardless of the home state of the student, the institution 
in which the student is enrolled, or class level. The support fee is for the full (regular) academic 
pencd; if a student withdraws or delays enrollment, only the fee applicable for the period attended 
is payable and any excess already collected must be refunded.

b) Adjusting payment to varying program arrangements. For programs that depart from a 
traditional academic program or calendar (e.g., 15 continuous months; three calendar rather than 
four academic years; etc.) WICHE will adapt the payments guided by the principle that the fees 
paid for a student generally may not exceed the total that would be paid for a student in a traditional 
program. Normally the payment will be based on the relationship between the months of 
attendance within a fiscal year and the nine months of an academic year. The amount to be paid 
in each case is cited annually in the support agreement which is submitted to the certifying officer 
and receiving program for review and concurrence. (See Section VI; Page 6, “Support 
Agreement".)

c) Support fees in physical therapy. Varying approaches among programs in regard to clinical 
components in physical and occupational therapy led the Commission to different policies of
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APPROVED SUPPORT FEES FOR THE 1999-2000 AND 2000-2001 BIENNIUM

The WICHE Commission set the support fees as shown below at its semi-annual 
meeting, June 18-19, 1998. Fees are stated as they apply to the nine-month 
school term. Adjustments to accommodate 12-month programs or other special 
circumstances are spelled out in the Professional Student Exchange Program 
Manual.

APPENDIX 1

1998-1999* 1999-2000 2000-2001
Group A
MEDICINE $22,800 $22,800 $22.800
DENTISTRY 14,300 14,300 14,700
VETERINARY MEDICINE 19,900 20,400 20,900
PHYSICAL THERAPY 6,100 7,200 7,400
OCCUPATIONAL 7,400 7,600 7,800
THERAPY
OPTOMETRY 9,100 9,300 9,500
PODIATRY 9,400 9,600 9,800
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE 13,400 13,700 14,000
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 4,100 4,200 4,300

Group B
GRADUATE LIBRARY 54,400 $4,500 54,600
STUDIES
LAW 4,900 5,000 5,100
PHARMACY 4,900 5,000 5,100
GRADUATE NURSING 4,400 4,500 4,600
PUBLIC HEALTH 5,200 5,300 5,400
ARCHITECTURE 3,400 3,500 3,600

The payment of required student "tuition,'’ and the credit of support fees, is 
different in “Group A" and “Group B" fields. Please refer to Section IV, Page 3, 
#9, "Tuition charges to WICHE students" for specific guidelines and 
requirements.

* f o r  r e f e r e n c e ;  a p p r o v e d  J u n e  1 9 9 6 .
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T h e  W est«ss In tessta te Comm ission e o r H ioh e j E o u u r i c s  a j s  c f e r s d  l o  fa c i l i t at e  
resource  s h a r i n g  a n d  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  services for a n d  a m o n g  We s t e r n  states a n d  
their p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s .

T h ?  1 5  m e m b e r  sta l es  —  A l a s k a ,  A r i z o n a ,  C a l i f o r n i o .  C o l o r a r :  H a w a i i ,  I d a h o ,  
M o n t a n a ,  N e v a d a ,  N e w  M e x i c o ,  N o r t h  D a k o t a ,  O r e g o n ,  So ut h  D a k o t a ,  U t a h ,  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  a n d  W y o m i n g  —  s h a r e  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r c - s .  e xp e r t i s e ,  
f a r . l i l i e s ,  a n d  d a t a .  E q u a l l y  a p p o r t i o n e d  sta te  d u e s  p r o v i d e  W C H E ' s  b c s i c  
s u p p o r t ;  m a n y  pro j ects  a r e  f u n d e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b y  f o u n d a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  f e d e r a l  
g a . e r n m e n l .  W I C H E  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  are a p p o i n t e d  by the governors o l  their 
m e m b e r  stales.

^ - .-DQ.NT L X C

Flexible, sta te -responsive  p ro g ra m s 
prov ide a b road  range  of h ig h e r 
education  o p tio n s for m ore  than  9,000 
s tuden ts each  y ea r at u n d e rg rad u a te , 
g radua te , an d  p ro fessional levels. 
Through these program s:

■ S tuden ts gain a fto rd ab le  access to 
desired  program s;

• States avo id  un n ecessary  
dup lication  of p rogram s;

b Institu tions can  devo te  the ir 
resources to im p ro v in g  the  q u a lity  of 
their educational offerings.

Western UndergraduoteExchange. S tuden ts 
pay 150 percen t of the receiving 
school’s residen t tu ition , 
substan tia lly  less than  the s ta n d a rd  
n on residen t tu ition . M ore than  8.200 
s tu d en ts  svere en ro lled  in 1997-98 
across 13 states.

Professional Student Exchange. N early  900 
stu d en ts  take ad v an tag e  of 15 fields 
of professional education . M ore th an  
10,600 professionals, m ost in hea lth  
care, have received hom e s ta te  
su p p o rt w hen  en ro lled  in p ro g ra m s in 
ano ther W estern  state . Som e 93 
percent of these p ro fessionals rem ain  
w ithin the region to practice the ir 
careers

Western Regional Graduate Program.
D istinctive g rad u a te  p ro g ram s are 
a v a iia b le e n a n in -s ta te tu itio n b a s is

A vailable are 1!'. g ra d u a te p ro g ra m sa t 
35 institu tions ir. '.4 states. M ore than 
200 s tu d e n tsp a — npate.

p o u c ^  - ' I d  
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W ICHE s policy research and 
inform ation act;-.; ties em phasize 
op tio n s that stares and institu tions 
m ig h t ap p ly  to higher education  
issues and  concerns. T he inform ation 
is d issem inated  th rough  publications, 
th e  Internet, and th rough  ind iv idual 
an d  m ultista te discussion forum s 
Exam ples include

■ Publication ct a fact book to 
inform  policy m akers of trends that 
im p a c th ig h ered u ca tio n an d  provide 
m ultiyear and in terstatecom parisons 
as a context for policy considerations

■ State-by-state projections of the 
n u m b e r of high school g radua tes, 
inc lud ing  the only source of these 
projections by race and ethn icity  and  
by  bo th  public and p rivate schools.

■ A nnual com pilation of tuition and 
m an d a to ry  student fees at all public 
colleges and  universities in the West.

■ S tu d ieso fco llegestuden tm ig ra tion  
p a tte rn s  and  an exam ination  of state 
n eed s  for health  care professionals.

b C onrerencescn  h ighereduca tion  
policy  issues for covernm ent leaders, 
cam p u san d sy stem ad m in is tra to rs . 
faculty srudents and  trustees

E D U C A T IO N A L  
TQ.LE.CON/MUN CATION5
W 'ICHE’s W estern C o o p e ra tiv e  for 
E ducational T elecom m unications is a 
national leader in h e lp ing  sta tes and 
in stitu tio n s to use new  technologies 
m ore effectively for im p ro v ed  educa­
tion. The nearly 200 d u es-p ay in g  
m em b ers  in 37 states an d  six  coun­
tries cooperate in sh a rin g  in fo rm a­
tion, iden tify ing  barrie rs  to th e  use of 
te lecom m unications in education , 
ev a lu a tin g  technological app roaches 
to ed u catio n , and facilita ting  
m u ltis ta te  approaches to technology- 
based  learning. P riority  projects are:

b Vie Distance Learner 's Guide, a just- 
pu b lish ed  prim er for d istance  learners.

b D eveloping s tandard  accounting 
p rincip les toassess h igher education 's 
use o f technology, an d  o th e r  tools and 
tra in in g  fo revalua ting theeffec tiveness  
of technology  ineduca tion .

b A ssisting  institu tions w ith  policies 
a n d  p ro g ra m s that fu m is h s u p p o r t  for 
d is tan ce  learning stu d en ts .

b P ro v id in g  tra in ing  for m an ag ers  of 
d is tan c e  education  p ro g ra m s on  cam ­
p u se s  a n d  in h ig h e re d u c a tio n  sys­
tem s

b M onitoring  national legislative and 
reg u la to ry  issues in te lecom m unica­
tions fo re d u ca tio n an d  po licies related 
to d is tan ce  learning.

b D eveloping a series of "P rincip les of 
G ood Practice" for assessing  an d  
accred iting  electronically  offered 
c ad em ic  program s

N(?R.Ti-J A M E R IC A N  
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Since 1993, WICHE has w orked  with 
regional and international partners to 
increaseunderstand ingand  
o ppo rh in itiesro rco llabo ra tionam ong  
highereducation  institu tions and 
educational leaders in the W estern  U S



an d  M exico. The project n o l l r  
developing*! N orth  American 
to cu san d  includesC anada. 
C en tra l project strategies are:

■ C o n v e n in g  h igher 
e d u c a tio n  lead e rs  from  the 
c o u n trie s  to  encourage new  
co llab o ra tio n s .

■ E x p a n d in g d ia lo g u e a n d  
access to in fo rm ation  
reso u rces by u tiliz ing  the 
In te rn e t as a m echanism  for 
d ia lo g u e  a n d  a d issem ination  
veh icle  for c u rre n t research 
re la ted  to  h ig h e r education  in 
N o rth  A m erica.

A c o m p a ra tiv e  research series 
p u b lish ed  b y  W ICHE 
an a ly z es  m a jo r policy issues 
a n d  d iffe rences in C anadian, 
M exican, a n d  U.S. h igher 
ed u catio n .

FACULTY 
Pi\/E.E.^iT Y

W IC H E is a m ajor p artn e r in 
a  n a tio n a l e ffo rt to develop 
m o re  co llege faculty  from 
a m o n g  m in o rity  groups. 
W IC H E 's D octoral Scholars 
P ro g ram  h as  p ro v id ed  support 
for 50 m in o rity  doctoral 
s tu d e n ts  in 12 states.

VC NT A L 
L’E.ALT-U

T he W IC H E  M ental Health 
P rog ram  seeks to im prove the 
q u a lity  of tra in in g  and  
resea rch  in m en tal health  by 
w o rk in g  w ith  ed u cato rs  and 
m en ta l hea lth  practitioners 
a n d  a d m in is tra to rs . The 
overa ll aim  o f these activities 
is to  ex p a n d  public  m ental 
h ea lth  resources, develop  an 
e d u c a te d  a n d  trained  
w o rk fo rce .an d  provide 
research  an d  inform ation 
serv ices.

J L Z
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ALASKA

Diane M. Bo rrans.eiecutive director, 
Alaska Commission on 
Posts econdary Education,
Juneou;

Johnny Blis, stole senator, Anchor­
age

ARIZONA

Frank Besnette (WICHE vice chair, 
1998), executive director, Arizona 
Board of Regents. Phoenix;

Rick Lavij, executive vice president, 
Arizona Cotton Growers, Phoenix;

Daniel Sdiollel, slate representative, 
Tucson

CALIFORNIA

Phillip G. Bardos, former member of 
the las Angeles City Board of 
Education and the California 
Community Colleges Board of 
Governors, Chonne1 Islands;

Judith Chambers, vice president of 
student life, University of the 
Pocnc. Stockton;

Charles Lindahl, associate vice 
chancellor for ocodemic affairs, 
Californio Slate University System.

COLORADO

Audrey Alvarado (WICHE chair,
1995), associate dean for student 
ond external affcirs, GESPA 
Graduate School of Public Affairs, 
University of Colorado, Oenver,

Joe D. May, president, Pueblo 
Community College;

Dwayne C Nuzum, executive 
director, Colorado Commission on 
Higher Education, Denver.

IDAHO

Gregory G. Filch, execunve directs' 
for higher education. State 
Board of Education, Boise;

, Jock Riggs, strre senator ond 
physician, Coe ur d'Alene;

; Charles Rudi, president, Boise Step* 
University

MONTANA

Richard Crofts, ammissioncr, 
Montano Uviersity System. 
Helena;

Francis J. Kerins, former presides 
of Carroll College, Helena;

Emily Swanson, stole representa­
tive, Bozemsv

NEVADA

Richard 5. Jarva, chancellor, 
University ond Community 
College System of Nevada,
Reno;

Paul Page (WICHE choir, 1996), vie 
president tor university advance­
ment, University of Nevodo, 
Reno;

Raymond D. Rawson, state senate* 
Las Vegos

NEW MEXICO

Everett Frost, president, Eosiem 
New MeiicoUniversily, Partales

Pauline GubWs, state representa­
tive, Albuquerque;

Bruce D. Hamlett, executive 
director, Commission on Higher 
Education. Santa Fe

NORTH DAKOTA

Roy Hausauer, cate representative 
Wohpeton,

lurry book, chancellor, North 
Dakota Umvenity System, 
Bismarck.

HAWAJI

Doris Ching, vice president for 
student affairs. University of 
Hawaii at Monoo, Honolulu;

Gerald L Do Mello, director of 
unnrenity relotions, University of 
Hawaii at Hilo;

Raymond S. Ono, senior vice 
president. University Banking 
Center First H„waiian Bonk. 
Honolulu

Joe Peltier, via president, North 
Dakota Boad ol Higher Educa­
tion, Arthur

OREGON
Diane Vinos (WICHE choir. 1997). 

vxe (honcelor for corporate ond 
public offoirs and board secre­
tary, Oregon Umversify System.

Roger J. Bassett, commissioner, 
Oregon Community Colleges and 
Job Irainin; Partnership Ac) 
Admmistionan.Solem,

George E. Richardson, Jr., 
monager ol federal ond local 
government relations ond 
community offoirs. Northwest 
Noturol Gos Company, Porllond

SOUTH DAKOTA

Robert Bums, distinguished 
professor ond acting director, 
W.O. Farber Center for Civic 
Leadership, University of South 
Dokolo, on leave from the 
Political Sa'ence Department, 
South Dokoto Slate University, 
Brookings,-

David R. Gienapp, lawyer ond 
president, South Dakota Board 
of Regents, Madison;

Robert T. (Tod) Perry, executive 
director, South Dokolo Board of 
Regents, Pierre.

UTAH

Cecelio H. FoxJey, commissioner of 
higher educolion, Utah System 
of Higher Educolion, Salt Loke 
City;

Lyle Hillyord (WICHE choir, 1998) 
slate senator, Logon;

Dale O.Zabriskie, president, 
Zobriskie & Associates, and 
member, Stale Board of Regems 
Salt Lake City

WASHINGTON

Don Carlson, stale representative, 
Vancouver,-

Marcus S. Gaspard, executive 
director, Washington Stote 
Higher Education Coordinating 
Board, Olympia;

Ken Jacobsen, stote senator 
Seattle.

WTOMING

Philip L Dubois, president, Univer­
sity of Wyoming, Loramie.

Roe Lynn Job, stole senotor ond 
director of special projects. 
Sweetwater School District #  1, 
Rock Spnngs;

Charles J. Vales, manager of 
surface operations, Solvoy 
Minerals, Green River

WICHE * P.O. Box 9752 * ■m u m  CO I0301-M52 .  ■ (303) 54M 2M-,« f a i  (313) 511-1281 • W W W .W IC H E .E B U
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A l a s k a ' s  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  W I C H E ,  a n  i n n o v a t i v e  r e g i o n a l  c o m p a c t  a m o n g  
I S  W e s t e r n  st a t e s ,  e n a b l e s  it to r e d u c e  c o s t s ,  b e t t e r  s e r v e  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  
e n h a n c e  its h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m .  K e y  b e n e f i t s  i n c l u d e :

11  W I C H E  e x p a n d s  t h e  r a n g e  o l  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
a v a i l a b l e  to  A l a s k a  s t u d e n t s ,  w h i l e  h e l p i n g  A l a s k a  a v o i d  h a v i n g  to  
d e v e l o p  n e w  p r o g r a m s  i n  s e v e r a l  d i s c i p l i n e s .  T h r o u g h  W I C H E ,  s e v e r a l  
t h o u s a n d  A l a s k a  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  ’ r a i n e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  sta te  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  
u n d e r g r a d u a t e ,  a n d  g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m s  a t  r e d u c e d  t u i t i o n  r o t e s ;  A l a s k a  
h a s  w e l c o m e d  h u n d r e d s  o f  n o n r e s i d e n t  s t u d e n t s  t o  its p r o g r a m s .

m  E x p a n d i n g  the  u s e  of  n e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n  d e l i v e r i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  services 
is e s s e n t i a l  i n  t o d a y ' s  c o m p e t i t i v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h r o u g h  W I C H E ,  
f o u r  A l a s k a  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  c o o p e r a t i v e  to  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  d i s t a n c e  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m s .

kI C o m p l e x  p r o b l e m s  c o n f r o n t  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p o l i c y  m a k e r s  i n  t h e  
W e s t .  T h o s e  p o l i c y  m a k e r s  o r e  r e c e i v i n g  u s e f u l  c o m p a r a t i v e  d a t a  a n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  W I C H E  t o  h e l p  p u t  v a r i o u s  s t a t e  i s s u e s  i n t o  r e g i o n a l  a n d  
n a t i o n a l  c o n t e x t s  a n d  to s h a r e  e f f e c t i v e  s t r a t e g i e s .

n  As t h e  W e s t ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  b e c o m e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i v e r s e ,  a  s h o r t a g e  of  
m i n o r i t y  ( a c u i t y  m e m b e r s  c o n t i n u e s  to a l l e c l  W e s t e r n  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
T h r o u g h  W I C H E ' s  D o c t o r a l  S c h o l a r s  p r o g r o m ,  A l a s k a  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s  
r e c e i v e  s u p p o r t  to e a r n  t h e i r  d o c t o r a t e s  a n d  b e c o m e  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s .

1 1  P r e p a r i n g  s t u d e n t s  t o  f u n c t i o n  i n  a  g l o b a l  m a r k e t p l a c e  r e q u i r e s  
i n c r e a s i n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a m o n g  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  sector l e a d e r s .
A l a s k a ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h r o u g h  V / I C H E ,  h a v e  a c c e s s  to  a  g r o w i n g  N o r t h  
A m e r i c a n  n e t w o r k  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  w h o  o r e  d e v e l o p i n g  
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  i n i t i a t i v e s  a m o n g  C a n a d a ,  t h e  U . S . ,  a n d  M e x i c o .

1 1  R e g i o n a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  r e s o u r c e  s h a r i n g  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  W I C H E  
a l s o  b e n e f i t  A l a s k a ' s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s y s t e m .

R e p r e s e n t i n g  A l a s k a  o n  t h e  4 5 - m e m b e c  C o m m i s s i o n  a r e :  D i a n e  M .  B a r r a n s ,  
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r ,  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n ,  
J u n e a u ;  a n d  J o h n n y  E l l i s ,  s t o t e  s e n a t o r ,  A n c h o r o g e .  W I C H E  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  
a r e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r s  o f  the i r  m e m b e r  states .  S e n .  E l l i s  a l s o  se r v e s  
o n  W I C H E ' s  L e g i s l a t i v e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  S t a t e  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t .

T h e  1 5  m e m b e r  s t a t e s  —  A l a s k a ,  A r i z o n a ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  C o l o r a d o ,  H a w a i i ,  
I d a h o ,  M o n t a n a ,  N e v a d a ,  N e w  M e x i c o ,  N o r t h  D a k o t a ,  O r e g o n ,  S o u t h  
D a k o t a ,  U t a h ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  a n d  W y o m i n g  —  s h a i , .  n i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
p r o g r a m s ,  e x p e r t i s e ,  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  d a t a .  E q u a l l y  a p p o r t i o n e d  state  d u e s  
p r o v i d e  W I C H E ' s  b a s i c  s u p p o r t ;  m a n y  p r o j e c t s  a r e  f u n d e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  by 
f o u n d a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .

H i *  n r ■ >: -E  o # c .

E x c h a n g e s  a l l o w  A l a s k a  s t u d e n t s  to t a p  
p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  u n d e r g r a d u a t e ,  a n d  
g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m s  o u t s i d o  t h e  state at a 
cost c o m p a r a b l e  t o  w h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  p a y
at h o m e . L n  t h is  w a y ,  t h e y  h a v e  
a f f o r d a b le  a c c e s s  t o  h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  A las k a  a v o i d s  
c o s t ly  a n d  u n n e c e s s a r y  
d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  p r o g r a m s  a n d  
f a c i l i t i e s .

T h r o u g h  t h e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  S t u d e n t  
E x c h a n g e  l ’ ’ o g r a m ,  1 5  f i e l d s  o f  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  
m o s t  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  M o r e  t h a n  1 0 ,6 0 0  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  
h o m e  s t a t e  s u p p o r t  w h e n  
e r m  ’. l e d  m  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
p r o g r a m s  i n  a n o t h e r  W I C H E  
s t a t e . N e a r l y  9 3  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e s e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  i n  
t h e  r e g i o n .  S o m e  1 , 1 3 9  o f  t h e s e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w e r e  f r o m  A l a s k a .

T h r o u g h  t h e  W e s t e r n  U n d e r g r a d u a t e  
E x c h a n g e ,  s t u d e n t s  m a y  a t t e n d  
p r o g r a m s  o u t s i d e  t h e ir  h o m e  
s t a t e . T h e y  p a y  1 5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  
t h e  r e c e i v i n g  s c h o o l ’ s  r e s i d e n t  
t u i t i o n ,  m u c h  le s s  t h a n  t h e  
s t a n d a r d  n o n r e s i d e n t  t u i t i o n .  A  
r e c o r d  o f  n e a r l y  8 ,3 0 0  s t u d e n t s  
e n r o l l e d  i n  1 9 9 7 - 9 8  u n d e r  t h is  
e x c h a n g e ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  m o r e  
t h a n  1 0 0  c a m p u s e s  i n  1 3  
W I C H E  s t a t e s . S o m e  8 9 4  
s t u d e n t s  f r o m  A l a s k a  e n r o l l e d  i n  
o t h e r  s t a t e s  a t  n o  c o s t  t o  t h e  
s t a t e . A n o t h e r  S i  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  
o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s t a t e s  
e n r o l l e d  i n  AJaska

T h r o u g h  t h e  W estern R e g io n a l  
G r a d u a te  P r o g r a m , d i s t i n c t i v e ,  h i g h  
q u a l i t y  g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m s  a r e



w
o p e n  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  14  s t a t e s  a t  a  r e s i d e n t - t u i t i o n  r a t e . 
S o m e  1 1 1  p a r t ic i p a t in g  m a s t e r 's  a n d  d c x t o r a l  p r o g r a m s  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  3 5  in s t i t u t io n s .  L n  1 9 9 7 .  1 3  g r a d u a t e  
s t u d e n t s  f r o m  A lask a  e n r o l l e d  i n  p r o g r a m s  o u t s i d e  t h e  s ta te  
w h i l e  o t h e r  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  e l i g i b l e  t o  e n r o l l  i n  
A la s k a ’s p r o g r a m s .
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W I C H E ' s  W e s t e r n  C o o p e r a t i v e  for E d u c a t i o n a l  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  ir 
a  l e a d e r  i n  h e l p i n g  states a n d  i nst i t ut i o ns  to m o r e  effect i ve l y  
d e v e l o p  a n d  u s e  the i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  t e c h n o l o g i e s .  T h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  
serves n e a r l y  2 0 0  d u e s - p a y i n g  m e m b e r s  i n  3 7  U i .  s l a t e s  a n d  six 
c o u n t r i e s .  F o u r  A l a s k a  i nst i tut ions or o r g a n i i a t i o n s  are m e m b e r s  o f  the 
W e s t e r n  C o o p e r a t i v e :  l l i s a g v i k  C o l l e g e ,  B a r r o w;  the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l a s k a  F a i r b a n k s ;  t h e  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  S o ut h e a s t ;  a n d  the 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  System Of f i ce .  Apr i l  Cro s b y ,  d e a n  o f  i n st r uc t i o n  at 
l l i s a g v i k  C o l l e g e  is the  c ha i r  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  C o o p e r a t i v e ' s  S t e e r i n g  
C o m m i t t e e .

A las k a  h a d  1 9  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  r e c e n t  C o o p e r a t i v e  
c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  in s t i t u t e s  o n  k e y  d is t a n c e  e d u c a t i o n  
i s s u e s .  T r a i n i n g  is  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  f o r  m a n a g e r s  o f  
d i s t a n c e  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  o n  c a m p u s e s  a n d  i n  
h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m s .  T h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  h e l p e d  
d e s i g n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  " e le c t r o n ic "  W e s t e r n  
G o v e r n o r s  U n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  w i l l  o f f e r  c o m p e t e n c y - b a s e d  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s .  I t  is  a l s o  d e v e l o p i n g  t o o l s  a n d  
p r o v i d i n g  t r a i n i n g  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  
t e c h n o l o g y  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  A  r e c e n t  p r o je c t  s u r v e y e d  
m o r e  t h a n  1,000 h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n s t i t u t io n s  t o  
i d e n t i f y  e x e m p l a r y  s t u d e n t  s u p p o r t  s e r v ic e s  i n  
d i s t a n c e  l e a r n i n g .  M e m b e r s  a l s o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  
C o o p e r a t i v e ’ s m o n i t o r i n g  o f  n a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  
r e g u l a t o r y  is s u e s  r e la t e d  t o  d i s t a n c e  l e a r n i n g .

P O L I C Y  £

W I C H E  p r o m o t e s  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
i s s u e s  b y  g a t h e r i n g  d a t a  a n d  p u b l i s h i n g  reports,  b o t h  p r i n t e d  a n d  o n  
t h e  I n t e r n e t ,  a n d  b y  c o n v e n i n g  d e c i s i o n  ma k e r s  to d e v e l o p  o p t i o n s  
o n  a r e g i o n a l  b a s i s .  W I C H E  p u b l i s h e s  a r e g i o n a l  fa c t  b o o k  
t o  i n f o r m  p o l i c y  m a k e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
t r e n d s  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  m u l t iy e a r  a n d  in t e r s t a t e  
c o m p a r i s o n s .  W I C H E  a ls o  c o l le c t s  a n n u a l  t u i t i o n  d a t a .

A  L h r e e - v e a r  p r o je c t  is  i n  p r o g r e s s  t o  d e v e l o p  p o l i c y  
p l a n s  f o r  s y s t e m a t ic  c h a n g e  i n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  A  
f o u r - m e m b e r  A laska d e l e g a t i o n  a t t e n d e d  a  w o r k s h o p  o n

t r a n s f o r m in g  h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  s ta t e  
le g is la t o r s ,  r e g e n t s , i n s t i t u t io n  p r e s id e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  
e x e c u t iv e s ,  a n d  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  
s ta te  a t  a  f o r u m  o n  a r t i c u la t io n  a n d  t r a n s fe r . O t h e r  
m u lt is t a t e  f o r u m s  a r e  p l a n n e d .

-ACULTY DIVE.E.6ITY
W I C H E  is a  m a j o r  partner i n  a  n a t i o n a l  effort to d e v e l o p  m o r e  
c o l l e g e  faculty m e m b e r s  from a m o n g  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s .  W I C H E ' s  
D o c t o r a l  S c h o la r s  P r o g r a m  h a s  p r o v i d e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  5 0  
m in o r i t y  g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A l aska F a i r b a n k s  a r id  i n  1 1  o t h e r  s t a t e s . C u r r e n d y ,  o n e  
Al as ka n  is  a  s c h o la r .

A M ^ ^ I A A N  CO L L A & <?£ATIlN
W o r k i n g  wi th  r e g i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  partners ,  W I C H E  c re at e d  
the C o n s o r t i u m  for North  A m e r i c a n  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  C o l l a b o r a t i o n .  
T h e  C o n s o r t i u m  e n a b l e s  i nst i tut i ons a n d  states to  e x p l o r e  i n i t i a t i v es  
i n vo l v i n g  e d u c a t i o n  l e a d e n  i n  C a n a d a ,  M e x i c o ,  a n d  the  U . S .  O t h e r  
f o u n d i n g  p a r t n e r s  a r e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  .A r iz o n a ,  t h e  
U n i v e r s i d a d  A u t o n o m a  d e  B a ja  C a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e  M e x i c a n  
.A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  I n t e r n a t io n a l  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  U n i v e r s it y  
o f  B r it is h  C o l u m b i a ,  a n d  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  
U n iv e r s it y  s y s t e m , w it h  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  F o r d  
F o u n d a t i o n .

S t r a t e g ie s  a r e  t o  e x p a n d  d i a l o g u e  a n d  a c c e s s  t o  
m i o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a n  I n t e r n e t  g r o u p ;  t o  f o s t e r  
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a m o n g  i n s t i t u t io n s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  
e f f e c t in g  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  a l o n g  t h e  U . S . - M e x J c o  
b o r d e r l a n d s ;  a n d  t o  p u b l i s h  r e s e a r c h  c o m p a r i n g  
h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s .

M^Nt a l  Ul a l t U _
W I C H E ' s  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  P r o g r a m  e n a b l e s  states to save  d o l l a r s ,  staff 
t i m e ,  o n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  resources i n  p r o v i d i n g  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
services.  T h e  p r o g r a m  is  a  n u c l e u s  f o r  i n f l u e n c i n g  
n a t i o n a l  a n d  r e g io n a l  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  p o l i c y .  It  o f f e r s  
c o m p a r a t iv e  d e c i s i o n  s u p p o r t  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  r e s e a r c h  t o  
b e t t e r  s e r v e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c l i e n t s ;  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
e d u c a t o r s  a n d  s e r v ic e  p r o v id e r s ;  a n d  im p r o v e m e n t s  Ln  
m a n a g e m e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s .  S t a t e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
d ir e c t o r s  a n d  a d v is e r s  p r o v i d e  p r o g r a m  d i r e c t i o n .
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