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House Bill No. 218

Sponsor Statement

” A n  A c t re la ting  to p rope rty  loaned to or he ld bv M useums”

Alaska's many museums are a vital asset to the preservation of our state's rich cultural 
heritage. Unfortunately, many of these institutions face difficulty when dealing with 
artifacts on loan when contact is lost with the item's o .vner. Often, these items require 
exhaustive care and maintenance. Museums cannot reasonably be expected to make 
decisions regarding the conservation or disposition of loaned property at their own risk 
and expense.

This legislation will offer a valuable vehicle for Alaska's museums to deal with property 
received on Joan. Over time, lenders may die without heirs or move without maintaining 
contact with a museum. This leaves museums in the undesirable position of not being 
able to perform necessary conservation on the item while being unable to ascertain an 
identifiable manner of acquisition.

HB 218 establishes a process for museums to follow in order to clarify title on unclaimed 
objects. Before claiming title to an object on loan, the museum must have lost contact 
with the owner for at least seven years. The museum must then make a reasonable 
attempt to find the original owner or their heirs. Contact must be attempted through 
certified mail to the last known address, and if not successful, through newspaper 
announcements. After waiting a specified period of 45 days beyond these notices, the 
museum may proceed to obtain title to the property. The original owner then still has two 
years after that date to reclaim their property. Museum operators will be required to 
advise any new lenders of this new law.

This important revision will alleviate many difficulties encountered by Alaska's museums 
while providing a fair and equitable recourse for the property owner. It is estimated that 
title to several hundred objects in museums around the state can be resolved with the 
passage of HB 218.

E-Mail: Represcnlalive_Antlrew_Halcro@lepis.slale.ak.us

mailto:Represcnlalive_Antlrew_Halcro@lepis.slale.ak.us


HB 218  

T im elin e  fo r A cquisition

W hen  A dd re ss  in  k n o w n :

When No Contact Information is known:

If  no valid claim received, Museum
Newspaper Notices begin 45 days takes title to property on the 46th day
for a period of four weeks. after publication 

of last (4th) notice.
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November 15,1999

The Honorable Andrew Halcro 
Alaska State Legislature 
716 West 4th Street, Suite 620 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Representative Halcro:

Thank you for your letter of October 28 with the copy of House Bill 218. Both Karen 
Crane, Director of Libraries, Archives and Museums, and Bruce Kato, Chief Curator 
forwarded their comments to me.

The bill addresses a problem m any m useum s have encountered. M useum loan 
practices and record keeping were quite different 50 years ago. The problem for old 
loans for m useums is that many were m ade with an indefinite or expired term by a 
lender who has since died or moved, or in any case has failed to maintain contact with 
the borrowing institution. I know that the State Museum has m ade extensive searches 
for the owners of a num ber of pieces. It is also not uncommon to find in a m useum  
collection, objects without an identifiable record of the m anner of acquisition. W ithout 
title to an object, museums have only a limited right to use and treat it, all the while 
bearing cost the associated cost of caring for it.

The Alaska State Museum has a num ber of objects that fall w ithin the category of 
unclaimed loans or undocumented objects. We estimate that there are several hundred 
objects in m useum s around the State that can be addressed with the passage of HB218. 
It is my understanding that as of 1997,28 states have passed similar legislation. 
Museum staff view this bill as a positive step in resolving a problem for m useums 
statewide.

Karen Crane or Bruce Kato would be happy to testify in favor of your bill during this 
session. Thank you for supporting Alaska m useum s by prom oting legislation that 
would clarify m useum  statutes.

Sincerely,

Richard S. Cross 
Commissioner
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Representative Andrew Halcro 
716 W 4th 
Suite 620
Anchorage, AK 99501-2133 
December 28, 1999

Dear Representative Halcro,

Museums Alaska is pleased to support the proposed legislation, 
House Bill No. 218 “An Act relating to property loaned to or held 
by museums.’*

As we discussed earlier this year, this kind of provision will assist 
museum5: in the care, preservation and conservation of their 
collections by setting up procedures for establishing clear title to 
objects in their collections.

Many museums incur unreimbursable expenses in caring for and 
storing unclaimed loaned property. The condition of tangible 
property changes over time. Loaned property often requires 
conservation work that may be expensive or potentially detrimental 
to the property. Organic materials and specimens may serve as 
breeding grounds for insects, fungi, or diseases that threaten other, 
perhaps more valuable property.

Museums cannot reasonably be expected to make decisions 
regarding conservation or disposition or loaned property at their 
own risk and expense. Over time, however, lenders die or move, and 
museums and lenders may lose contact. If a lender has failed to 
maintain contact with a museum, it is often impossible to locate the 
lender so that the lender can make decisions regarding conservation 
or disposition of loaned property.

We appreciate the clarity of description contained in the bill 
regarding transactions between museums and lenders and the time 
intervals and contact, publication requirements. You may be 
interested to see the recent on-line discussion among museums in 
the State that covered on this topic. (Enclosure follows)

We will continue to observe with interest the progress of the 
; Ketchikan Museums! ') .  ' proposed legislation, and once again thank you for your efforts and 
[ attention to remedying this situation on behalf o f the State’s more
; - •'v  than 70 cultural institutions. Please contact us if we can answer any

of your concerns. We appreciate your genuine commitment to our 
cultural heritage in this legislative session.

• Friends afthe Alaska. r 
j - • State Muieuin, Juneau
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Sincerely 

Donna Matthews
Executive Director, Museums Alaska
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January 27, 2000

Representative Andrew Halcro 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Suite 418 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Halcro,

Thank you for sending a copy of HB 218 for my review as a museum 
professional. I appreciate very much your concern for unclaimed loans in 
museums. Probably every museum has objects that fall into this category and 
with no legal recourse the objects can remain forever in limbo.

The contents of your bill sound good and reasonable. I strongly support your bill. 
The Sheldon Museum and Cultural Center in Haines has several items that will 
be positively affected by this legislation. I am quite willing to testify during the billl 
hearings. Please contact me if I may assist you in any other way.

Again, thank you very much for your concern and action with this common 
museum problem.

Tel. (907) 766-2366 • F a x  (907) 766-2368 • e-mail: sheldm us@ seaknet.a laska.edu  •  W eb : http://seaknet.alaska.edu/-sheldm us/

Sincerely,

Cl
Director/Curator

MUSEUMS • LIBRARIES • ARCHIVES • YOUR KEYS TO LIFELONG LEARNING

mailto:sheldmus@seaknet.alaska.edu
http://seaknet.alaska.edu/-sheldmus/

