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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: 
Title:

No.  L
NO.
B |LL VEi , . „ n n r-
p u b lis i^ ^  Version: ^ OJ£ &

"Creating the Long-Term Care

(S) Publish Date: 4--3.; - I7<? 
D epartm ent Affected: Legislative Aliairs Agency 
BRU:  Legislative Council_____________

T ask  Force."
S e n a to r  WilkenSponsor:

Requestor: S e n a to r  Wilken
Com ponent: Council & Subcom m ittees

E xpend itu res /R evenues.  (T housands  of Dollars)

COM PONENT SERIAL NO:

OPERATING FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04 FY 05
PERSONAL SER V ICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL 11.7 6.0 0 0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 4.0 2.0 0 0 0 0
SUPPLIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
LAND & ST R U C TU R E S
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 15.7 8.0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE FUND S O U R C E 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (T ho u san ds  of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 15.7 8.0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER FUND S O U R C E
TOTAL 15.7 8.0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

Estimate of curren t y e a r  impact:

ANALYSIS: (Attach a  s e p a r a te  p a g e  if necessary)
SCR 8 e s tab l ishes  a  nine m e m b er  Long-Term Care  Task 

Force consisting of th re e  m em b ers  of the House, three m e m b ers  of the  S e n a te ,  a n d  th ree  public m em bers . The 
task  force will review the  recom m endations  of the 1998 Long-Term C a re  T a sk  Force a n d  p repare  a plan for 
estab lishm ent of an actuarially sou n d  sys tem  of long-term c a re  and  p ro p o se d  funding options. Sena to r  
Wilken ^ a s  p ro po sed  a  r e a p - i  ^priation am end m en t  which would m a k e  funds from the  previous task 
force available to this ta sk  force. If the am endm en t p a s s e s ,  funds from this fiscal note  will not b e  needed ._______

P r e p a r e d l y :  Karla Schofield, Deputy Director 
Division: Administrative S e rv ices ,

Phone: 465-3852  
Date:

Agency: Date

Distribution (by preparer) :  Leg. F inance, Legislative Sponsor, R equesto r ,  OMB, G o v . , & Impacted Agency(ies).
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T ravel

Travel c o s ts  for public m em b ers  an d  the legislative m e m b ers  of the  Long-Term Care Task  Force  a re  included 
in this fiscal note. Travel for non voting m em bers  from the  Executive Branch will be paid for by the  Executive 
Branch.

T he  Long-Term C a re  T ask  Force is expected  to m eet  twice in FYOO and  once  in FY01. All o ther  m ee t in gs  will be  
co n du c ted  by te leconfe rence .

For the  p u rp o s e s  of this fiscal note, the public m em b ers  of the  task  force a re  a s su m e d  to be  1 from Fairbanks,
1 from A n c h o rag e  a n d  1 from Ketchikan. The Legislators a re  a s s u m e d  to be 1 from Anchorage , 1 from 
Fairbanks, a n d  1 from J u n e a u .  T hree  day s  of per  diem a re  calculated for each  meeting.

JNTINUATION OF FISCAL NOTE: SCR

P e r  Diem T ravel

1 A nchorage  Meeting

A nchorage  - 1  public rnember/1 Legislator 
Fairbanks - 1  public member/1 Legislator 
Ketchikan - 1  public m em b er  
J u n e  iu - 1  Legislator/1 staff

1 Ju n e a u  Meeting

A nchorage  -1  public member/1 Legislator 
Fairbanks - 1  public mem ber/1  Legislator 
Ketchikan - 1  public m e m b er  
Ju n e a u  - 1  Legislator

T o ta l  FYOO T ravel  
T o ta l  FY01 T rave l

C o n t ra c tu a l
P h o n e s  P o s tag e

110/month 60/month

FYOO 1,320 720 2 ,000 4,040
FY01 600 300 1 ,000 1,900

T eleconference  c h a rg e s  and  e x p e n s e s  for printing will be  a b so rb e d  by the  Legislative Affairs Agency.

1 .344 1,604
C7? 618

1.344 932

1.038 932
1.038 1,348

519  274

TOTAL
5,955 5,708 11,663
3 ,000  2 ,500 5 ,500

Advertising
1,000/mtg TOTAL
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G a r y  w il k e n
SENATOR 

Districts 29 & 30 
West Fairbanks

Member: Finance 
Member. Ilcallh, Eilucalion, &

Social Services (I IESS) 
Member: Legislative Budget it Audit 
Member: Slate Affairs

ret;

%%
P5

Purine Session 
Slate Capitol Building 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-11X2 
Tel: (907) 051-5501 (in Fbks area)
Tel: (907) *165-3709 (outside Fbks)

Fax: (907) 465-071-4 
Website: www.garywilken.com 

E-Mail: Senalor_Gary_Wilkeny lcgis.slale.ak,us

ImcmiL
ISSIFoXAve.

Faiibanks, Alaska 99701 
Tel: (907)051-5501 
Fax:(907)451-0038

RECEIVED 

MAY 0 3 1399

Senate Finance 
Committee

A p r i l  2 9 , 1 9 9 9

T o  M y  C o l l e a g u e s :

T h i s  y e a r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a r e  d o i n g  g o o d  t h i n g s  
f o r  o u r  s i x  P i o n e e r  H o m e s  s p r e a d  a c r o s s  A l a s k a .  I  t h i n k  w e  a r e  a l l  
p r o u d  o f  b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  t h a t  e f f o r t .

M r .  J o e  W a l s h ,  a  c o n s t i t u e n t ,  a  f a t h e r  o f  a  g o o d  f r i e n d ,  a n d  m y  d a d ' s  
m e a l - m a t e  a t  t h e  F a i r b a n k s '  P i o n e e r  H o m e ,  w r o t e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  c o p i e d  m e .  R e a d i n g  t h i s  
n o t e  g a v e  m e  r e n e w e d  p u r p o s e  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  o u t s t a n d i n g  P i o n e e r  
H o m e  s y s t e m  a n d  t h e  e l d e r l y  A l a s k a n  r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  c a l l  " o u r "  H o m e s  

t h e i r  h o m e .

G a r y  W i l k e n
C o - c h a i r  -  1 9 9 8  L o n g  T e r m  C a r e  T a s k  F o r c e

http://www.garywilken.com


APRIL 14, 1999 

JOE WALSH
FAIRBANKS PIONEER HOME 
2221 EAGAN AVENUE 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701

DEAR GOVENOR KNOWLES,

YOU MAY HAVE ALREADY HEARD THAT MY WIFE OF 53 PLUS YEARS PEACEFULLY SUCCUMBED TO 
ALZHEIMER’S AND HEART COMPLICATIONS ON APRIL 2ND AFTER 5 YEARS OF RESIDENCE IN THE 
HOME, 4 O F THOSE YEARS IN THE ALZHEIMER'S SECTION.

DURING THOSE YEARS I SPE N T  MANY HOURS EVERY DAY IN THAT SECTION WITH HER AND I 
WOULD BE VERY MUCH AMISS IF I DIDNT TAKE THE TIME TO LET OTHERS KNOW HOW WELL THOSE 
GIRLS CARED, NOT ONLY FOR HER, BUT ALSO FOR FOR ALL THOSE POOR AFFLICTED PEOPLE IN 
THAT SECTION. MOST OF THE PEO PLE ARE HARMLESS. SOME WANDER ABOUT ALMOST LIKE A 
CAGED ANIMAL. OTHERS ARE GIVEN TO BE VIOLENT AT TIMES. OTHERS HAVE TO BE HAND FED 
AND VERY PERSONALLY CARED FOR . I HAVE SEEN THOSE GIRLS BEING SPIT UPON, CURSED AT, 
PUNCHED AND SWUNG AT BY HUSKY MEN.

I ASKED ONE O F THEM ONCE HOW THEY COULD TAKE THAT KIND O F STUFF AND HER ANSWER 
WAS THAT SHE SOMETIMES WONDERED HERSELF BUT ALWAYS CAME TO  THE SAME 
CONCLUSION NAMELY, 'THEY CAN'T HELP THEMSELVES.'

I CAN'T HELP BUT SAY THAT WE ARE MOST FORTUNATE TO HAVE THE CREW IN THAT SECTION 
THAT WE HAVE. MY WIFE WOULD NOT HAVE HAD BETTER CARE IFTHEY WERE CARING FOR THEIR 
OWN MOTHERS. ADJECTIVES FAIL ME WHEN I TRY TO DESCRIBE THE DEVOTION AND CARE THAT 
THEY OFFER. IT IS S O  SINCERE AND ALWAYS WITH A SMILE, NO MATTER THE OFTEN STRESSFUL 
CIRCUMSTANCES.

IN FACT THE WHOLE STAFF O F THE HOME IS MORE LIKE A FAMILY THAN THE INSTITUTION THAT IT 
IS. THERE IS NOTHING FANCY ABOUT THE PLACE BUT IT IS ALWAYS NEAT AND CLEAN . I DON'T 
KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT FUNDING BUT FROM MY POINT OF VIEW, MONEY SPENT HERE COULDN'T 
BE BETTER SPENT ANYWHERE ELSE. FROM A RESIDENT'S POINT OF VIEW I DON'T SEE ANY 
WASTE.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME,

SINCERELY YOURS,

CC: PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
HOUSE MAJORITY LEADER 
SENATOR WILKEN 
REPRESENTATIVE BRICE 
REPRESENTATIVE JOULE 
DIRECTOR, PIONEER HOMES



Joe and Mabel Walsh go their separate ways after having lunch together recently 
at the Fairbanks Pioneers' Home. Joe  usually walks, but is using a wheelchair 
while recovering from minor surgery.

w lio s e

DEMENTIA: Alaska's long-term problem

Alaska is aging. The baby boomers who built the Last 
Frontier face an uncertain future as their parents and 
their own ranks glow old and dementia becomes an 
increasing threat.

Over six months, reporter Jeff Richardson and 
photographer Eric Engman learned the stories of 
Fairbanksans facing dementia. Today through 
Wednesday they share the stories of dementia patients 
and those who care for them. They also explore the 
frightening boom in Alaska's aged population and ask 
who will be there to care in the future.
Kelly Bostian 
Managing editor

suffers from mild Alzheimer's and lives in a special wing. Though they stay in separate rooms, the couple spends as much time to­
gether as possible.
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