




P u b lic  T e s t im o n y  f o r  C a p ita l 
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ll ia m n u /N o n d a lto n  R o u d  &  B r id g e  P r o jc c l

Subject: Iliainna/Nondalton Road & Bridge Project 
Date: Thu, 6 May 1999 21:46:08 EDT 

From: Noncity@aoI.com
To: Senator_John_Torgerson@Iegis.state.ak.us

D e a r  S e n a t o r  T o r g e r s o n ;

W o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  y o u  a b o u t  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  p r o j e c t .  S p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  
g r o u p s  h a v e  m i s l e a d  m a ny  p e o p l e  o n  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  w o u l d  c o n n e c t  
t h r e e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o g e t h e r .  A t . l o w i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  b e  b u i l t  t h a t  w o u l d  
h a n d l e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  ( i e  s c h o o l s ,  l a n d f i l l s ,  e c t . ) .  C u r r e n t l y  
t h e  C i t y  o f  N o n d a l t o n  h a s  t h e  m o n e y  i n - h a n d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a l a n d f i l l  t h a t  
c o u l d  f a c i l i t a t e  a l l  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t i e d  t o  t h i s  r o a d .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n  
on  h o l d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  l e v e r a g i n g  
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t  t o  s t o p  t h e  c o n s r t u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r o a d .

J o h n  I  c o u l d  go  o n  a n d  o n  a b o u t  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  I  a l s o  know 
t h a t  t h e  o p p o s i n g  s i d e  s a y  t h e y  c a n  do  t h e  s ame .  T h e  d i f f r e n c e  b e i n g ,  I  c a n  
show how i t  i s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  t o  d o  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a n d  a c h i v e  
r e d u c i n g  t h e  s t a t e s  c a p i t a l  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t s .

Please give me a c a l l John (294-2236) or email me a t Noncity@aol.com My 
o f f ic e  would be more then happy to share in fo rm a tion w ith you about th is  
p ro je c t. I  t r u e ly  be lie ve you may want to recons ider moving forward on th is  
p ro je c t once you know the p a r t ic u la rs .

T h i s  p r o j e c t  n e e d s  t o  h a p p e n ! !

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a yo r  Thomas  J .  G r e e n e

1 of I 5 /7 /9 9  7 :1 6  A M
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NORTHERN BUILDING SUPPLIES, INC. 
8720 Cameron 

Anchorage, Alaska 99507 
(907)349-5599 

Fax (907) 349-6477

May 6,1999

John Torgerson 
Finance Committee

Mr. Torgerson,

We are writing this letter as a positive voice for the Alaska Housing Finance 
Corporation low income weatherization program. All monies from this program 
are spent within the State of Alaska. Along with offering benefits to low income 
families, this program also supports the employment and training of numerous 
Alaskans. With financial impact on both individuals and businesses. We urge 
that funding to this program not only continue but be increased due to the long 
term benefits of reduced fuel consumption, etc. This program allows many 
Alaskans to receive safer, warmer, more energy efficient homes in which to live.

KEJ/cjl
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Judith Cunningham 
P.O.’ Box 303 
Cordova, Ak 99574 
(907) 424-7359 

Job # 5374
ALASKA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
6250 Tuttle Place 
Suite 5
Anchorage, Alaska 99509 

To whom it may concern,

My husband and I would like to express our sincere appreciation for the 
weatherization work done on our house this fall. What a wonderful program you have 
developed to help people. We could never have afforded to have the work done 
ourselves, nor would we have been able to tackle projects like this on our own. Chuck 
Williams and J.R. are GREAT! They work so hard every day, and get so much 
completed, it was just mind boggling to come home to a house that looked completely 
different every time they came over. I think that they were at my house for two days 
(two Thursdays), and alittle bit on a Monday to install windows for me that I had 
bought. In that short amount of time, they gave me a new ceiling, put up the trim, 
installed insulation in the attic, put a new window in the bathroom, (one that opens, 
hurray!!! and it has a screen), cut all the skirting and foam board for around the 
house, and they even put vents in the attic space. Their work is top quality too. I felt 
very good about "hiring" them to put in the extra windows that I had acquired, and 
the installation of those windows in the kitchen, has made such a difference to the use 
of that space. We love being able to sit at our table, right next to our big picture 
window, in our newly WARMER house, and enjoy watching the sunshine play on 
the leaves of the “forest" right outside of our home.

We have been so excited about what has happened to us, and we have been talking 
to others in the community about what a great program you have. There are other 
people who would be able to benefit from what you are able to do, but mostly, we 
have been talking to others that have recieved your services this fall, and they are as 
delighted as we are. It was so heartwarming to talk to the single mother of three little 
kids, and hear of the improvements to her little home, and her excitement over being 
warmer this winter, and of having a window in the kids room so that she won't have to 
have the lights on so much. Our heating and electric bills may even be lower, 
another hurray!

We just have so much appreciation for your program, because in an affluent 
community, there are those of us who just are not flowing with the mainstream 
economic levels, and our costs of living are high. We feel very fortunate that we have 
a house, and we are not having to live in the apartments that are provided for those 
who qualify. Yet, those apartments are well kept up, they have new windows and 
appliances, lots of storage and roomy rooms. It is so nice to have been able to be a
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receiptiant of something special and nice, just for us! Thank you! W e  pray that your 

coorporation will be able to continue to recieve funding so that you can continue to 

help others in need. I would even be in favor of a state income tax, if it w a s  used to 

fund such programs, and to m a k e  sure that your workers in the field have better living 

accomodations. As hard as they work, they need to be able to rest comfortably, and 

you should never ever tiy living in a tent in Cordova! Our m o n s o o n  “season" can be 

bitterly miserable, and Chuck and J R. got caught in the middle of one of the worst 

storms that w e  had this season. W e  were so surprised to learn that they had been 

living in a tent. They finally succumbed and had to pay out of their o w n  pocket for a 

motel room, which, in Cordova, is very expensive. There are lots of B  and B ’s here, 

and I'm sure that s o m e  sort of deal could be worked out in advance. S o m e  of them 

are very nice, and have laundry and cooking facilities too. W e  would just like to know 

that "our guys" are better provided for than what happened to them this time. W h e n  

s o m e o n e  c o m e s  to your home, works on it with such care and attention to detail, you 

kind of feel that they are “adopted “ and you care about them. Please, no more tent 

living!

W e  just wanted to write a letter of appreciation, and w e  sincerely hope that your 

funding can continue, and so that you will ba able to continue your “good works' 

around the state of Alaska and unto the uttermost parts of the earth. G o d  Bless You!
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TO: Alaska C omm un ity D eve lopm en t C o rp o ra tio n 
ATTN: Mike C a rr 
6250 Tuttle Place #5 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 7

DATE: July 15,1998

Over the past two years I have had both my senior citizen housing complex and my 

other rental buildings checked fo r energy conservation and weatherized through the 

Alaska Community Development Corporation. Bo th I and my te na n ts are

We have seen decreased fuel consumption, increased energy efficiency and a more 

comfortable living environment. This is extremely important to low-income housing 

tenants and especially our senior citizens.

I have been ex trem e ly im pressed w ith  Ken and Lau rie T ice . They are very

plans made during the appraisal process and always follow up on the work they have 

completed.

The fo lk s we have worked w ith  fro m  th e ACDC o ffice have also been 

ex trem e ly nice to  w o rk w ith  over the last two years. Carole, Stacy Ace and Curt have 

gone out o f the ir way to help us with each project and gl^a^s. with so much enthusiasm- 

what a joy to work with such nice folks.

leased w ith  th e resu lts .

pleasant to work with as they appraise the situation o f each building, carry through on the

S incere ly,

pj JUL 2 0 1998
Mavis Blazy

M a v i s  B l a z y  • P . O .  B o x  7 5 8  •  S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9  • ( 9 0 7 )  2 6 2 - 4 5 9 1
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P.O. Bo* 7058 
Nikieki, Alaska 99635 

U.SA 
♦

Home Phone (907)776-5312 
Email oaseyfc@pdala3ka.net

June 09, 1998

Alaska Weatherization Assistance Program 
Alaska Community Development Corporation 
6250 Tuttle Place, Suite 5 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507

Dear CDC.

I have been meaning to do this for a long time. Weatherization for our tenants was completed a 
couple of months ago. I am just writing to express thanks on behalf of our tenants and myself 
for the work that was done to improve the standard of living for the people in our 4-plex on 
California Avenue in Kenai. Replacement of the windows and attic insulation promises to make 
it much more comfortable in the colder months. It will also help prevent condensation on and_ 
around the windows, which leads to numerous other problems.

Throughout the process of obtaining these improvements all of your staff were extremely helpful 
and pleasant to speak with over the phone. Without the technical help of your staff and the 
monetary help of your program, the above mentioned improvements could not have been 
realised.

Again, I would just like to express my sincere thanks. Pm sorry it has taken so long to do so. 1 
hope you all have enjoyable summers.

Sincerely,

Greta Cox

mailto:oaseyfc@pdala3ka.net
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Window* iSt Dinir.s Inc.

S u m m i t

ALASKA CDC 0 0 0 4

May 6. 1999 

Dear Pat Shillca.

I am sending this letter in hopes you w ill forward it to the appropriate pktecs.

It has cume to my attention that funding lor the Weatherization and Housing Rehab 
programs is being cut drastically. This action affects my business through our dealings 
with Alaska Community Development Corp. I have worked closely wilh A.C.D.C. for 
several years and have already noticed the decrease in sales this year, primarily due to 
budget cutting.

It is in our company’s best interest to do ail we can to see that the funding for your 
pmjecLs continue. I have witnessed many o f A.C.D.C.’s projects and am ceTtain the 
people receiving the assists! ;c through the available programs arc indeed people that are 
in need.

The budget cutting that is going on extremely affects the lives o f several Alaskans who 
vork. in our corporation. Without sales to A.C.D.C. our business would lose 
approximately 15-20% o f its annual sales, t would like to ensure this does not happen! 
Hopefully we can all pull together to help the legislature realize the impact these budget 
cutting programs w ill have on everyone involved.

Greg Markson 
Sales Manager

t o  - d Z.St>Z. Z 2 S  / . 0 6  u j o o q  p u s  S M o p u i M  a n u i u n s  9 1 7 : 1 1  6 6 - P O - > t o w
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A laska Com m unity D evelopm ent C orporation

Fax (907) 561-1531. (800) 478-1530

Tel (907) 561-2232, (800) 478-8080

A nchorage, A laska 99507

6250 Tuttle Place, Suite 5

To: Senator John Torgerson / Senate Finance Committee RECEIVED 
MAY 0 6 1999Fax 465-4779

From: Patrick Shiflea, Alaska Community Development Corp
Senate Finance 
CommitteeRe: Capital Budget SB32— AHFC ^ Ul 111

Thank you for the opportunity to testify yesterday regarding SB32. The attached 
information is the background to the testimony that I provided. Similar information was 
e-mailed to you yesterday. Also attached are a few letters o f support from vendors and 
recipients o f the weatherization assistance program. It is difficult to get constituent 
support out to a public hearing on a relatively short notice. Please don’t construe lack o f 
testimony as lack o f concern or support for the Low-income Weatherization Program. 
The support is truly there, and the need for continued weatherization assistance is also 
there.

Page 1 o f 12

Energy C onservation »  H ousing R ehabilitation f* W eatherization 
<4 Private Non-Profit Organization Serving Alaska
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Alaska Community Development Corporation 

6250 Tuttle Place, Suite 5 

Anchorage, Alaska 99507 

Tel (907)561-223.2,(800)478-8050 

Fax (907) 561-1531, (800) 478-1530

To: Senator John Torgerson

From: Patrick Shiflea, Alaska Community Development Corp 

RE: Capital Budget S B 3 2 — A H F C

The recommendations of the Senate Finance Subcommittee for FY'OO Capital Budget have just come 

out. These recommendations include drastic cuts in housing related projects of Alaska Housing 

Finance Corporation. I would like to encourage your support for further evaluating and ̂ instituting 

the funds to the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation's capital budget, Alaska Housing Finance 

Corporation is mandated to manage and oversee public housing and low-income housing programs. 

The proposed funding cuts Jeopardize these programs and the mandate to provide these services.

These capital budget projects mean funds to the local areas through jobs and services offered. It is 

jobs to local contractors and local materials suppliers. I a m  concerned about the cuts to the A H F C  

capital budget projects In general, because of the impact that this will have on their ability to function 

in effective management of public housing projects and the delivery of their mandated services. I a m  

also concerned about the long-term impacts on A H F C  and their bond ratings, if they are not allowed 

to fund and manage their projects. Housing issues are critical to the economy of the state of Alaska. 

Alaska Housing Finance Corporation plays a big role in that economic picture.

I a m  specifically concerned about funding cuts to the Low-income Weatherization Program. O u r  

agency (Alaska Community Development Corporation) has been a service provider for the Low- 

income Weatherization Program for over 15 years. W e  have first hand knowledge and experience of 

the impact that this program has to low-income households in this state. Benefits of the 

Weatherization Program include: energy savings to the household (making household $ available for 

other uses); improved resident health and safety (by addressing ventilation, moisture at mold 

problems, carbon monoxide problems, building drafts, bedroom egress windows, insulation levels and 

heating systems); and improved building stock, with increased durability and reduced maintenance 

requirements. The Weatherization Program helps to keep people in their h o m e — preventing 

homelessness and/or demands for additional public housing. In addition to the direct benefits to the 

household, the Weatherization Program provides jobs to installation workers and contractors, and 

purchases from local building suppliers. Anchorage area building suppliers and freight companies 

receive a great deal of business through Weatherization Program funding— both through the 

Anchorage based program and the statewide assistance.

The Low-income Weatherization Program Is provided through a network of non-profit agencies and 

local government (through a competitive bid process). This service delivery network has developed 

trained and experienced staff and subcontractors for the Weatherization Program. T w o  years ago 

funding for the Low-income Weatherization Program was cut 2 5 % .  The current proposed budget

Energy Conservation • Housing Rehabilitation • Weatherization 

A  P riv a te  N o n -P ro fit  O rgan iza tion  S erv ing A laska
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(Senate Finance Capital Budget Subcommittee) would reduce the funding by an additional 55%. 
This cut would be devastating to the effective delivery of this program. We would lose a good 
portion of our experienced and trained staff and contractors through job cutbacks. 55% fewer 
households would receive assistance. We currently have extensive waiting lists (over one year for 
some areas), and can not serve all eligible applicants. Waiting time for assistance (often emergency 
situations) would be extensive—possibly up to four years or more for some areas. Heating system 
failures In extreme cold temperatures (such as we experienced this last winter) can be life 
threatening. Heating system malfunctions can also lead to deadly carbon monoxide conditions. A  
high number of the homes that we weatherize experience extreme health and safety problems. We 
do address and remedy these health and safety issues with our weatherization work. The 
Weatherization Program gives priority for assistance to households with members that are elderly, 
have a disability, or have young children (5 yrs. and under). Over 60% of the households that our 
agency (Alaska CDC) has weatherized in the past year have been from these priority categories.

For the Mat-Su Borough we currently have a waiting list of 120 households for the Weatherization 
Assistance Program. Under the funding proposed by the Senate Finance Subcommittee, we would 
only have funding to serve around 29 of these households a year. This would create a waiting 
period for assistance of over 4 years.

For the Kenai Peninsula we currently have a waiting list of 148 households for the Weatherization 
Assistance Program. Under the funding proposed by the Senate Finance Subcommittee, we would 
only have funding to serve around 22 of these households a year. This would create a waiting 
period for assistance of over 6 years.

The Municipality of Anchorage typically has long waiting lists for weatherization assistance, and 
normally weatherizes over 400 housing units each year.

The Weatherization Program is an effective program. A cost effectiveness study done by the U.S. 
Department of Energy showed that there Is $2.40 in benefits for each dollar Invested in 
weatherization. The Weatherization Program is needed in our cold climate. The Weatherization 
Program Is well received and appreciated at the local recipient level. A recent comment from a 
program recipient sums It up—"The program is wonderful. It allows people to keep warm and dry 
in their home. Many people would suffer if not for this program."

I encourage your support for restoring Low-income Weatherization Program funding to the level of 
the governor's request. This funding is needed for effective and timely delivery of the weatherization 
program.

If I can provide you with any further specific Information regarding our work with the Weatherization 
Program, please let me know. Thank you for your consideration.

Patrick A. Shiflea, Executive Director 
Alaska Community Development Corporation 
pshiflea@alaskacdc.org

mailto:pshiflea@alaskacdc.org
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S u m m i t
Windows &  Duois Inc.

King Srrccc 

A iw lio riij'ir, AK  ‘W i f i  
(907) 522-77S7 FAX (907) '722-7457

M a y  6 , 199'.

Dear Pal Shi lea,

1 am sending this letter il l hopes you w ill forward it to the appropriate places.

It has come to my attention that funding for the Weatherization ami Housing Rehab 
programs is being cut drastically. This action affects my business through our dealings 
with Alaska Community Development Corp. 1 have worked closely with A.C.D.C, for 
several years and have already noticed the decrease in sales this year, primarily due to 
budget cutting.

It is in our company’ s best interest to do all we can to see that the funding for your 
projects continue. I have witnessed many o f A.C.D.C,’& projects and am certain the 
people receiving the assistance through the available programs arc indeed people that are 
in need.

The budget cutting that is going on exlremcsly affeels the lives o f several Alaskans who 
work ill our corporation. Without sales to A.C.D.C. our business would lose 
approximately 15-20% o f its annual sales. I would like to ensure this does not happen) 
Hopefully we can all pull together to help (he legislature realize Ihc impact these budget 
cutting programs w ill have on everyone involved.

Greg Mavkson 
Sales Manager

T O ’ d Z S t ^ Z .  2 Z S  Z O S  s j o o q  p u t  b M o p u L f t  ^ . u u i u j n s  a t :  I T  6 g - 9 Q - X c m
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Nikielu. Alaska 99635 
U .SA  

♦
Home Phone (907)776-6312 
Email cateyk@phala6ka.net

June 09, 1998

Alaska Weatherization Assistance Program 
Alaska Community Development Corporation 
6250 Tuttle Place, Suite 5 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507

Dear CDC:

I liave been meaning to do this for a long time. Weatherization for our tenants was completed a 
couple of months ago. I am just writing to express thanks on behalf of our tenants and myself 
for the work that was done to improve the standard o f living for the people in our 4-plex on 
California Avenue in Kenai. Replacement of the windows and attic insulation promises to make 
it. much more comfortable in the colder months. It will also help prevent condensation on and. 
around the windows, which leads to numerous other problems.

Throughout the process of obtaining these improvements all of your staff were extremely helpful 
and pleasant to speak with over the phone. Without the technical help of your staff and the 
monetary help of your program, the above mentioned improvements could not have been 
realised.

Again, I would jus! like to express my sincere thanks. I ’m sorry it has taken so long to do so. I 
hope you all have enjoyable summers.

Sincerely,

Greta Cox

mailto:cateyk@phala6ka.net
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S S a u ra w o o d

TO: Alaska Community Development C orporation
ATTN: Mike Carr 
6250 Tuttle Place #5 
Anchorage, Alaska 99507

DATE: July 15, 1998

Over the past two years I have had both my senior citizen housing complex and my 

other rental buildings checked for energy conservation and weatherized through the 

Alaska Community Development Corporation. Both I and my ten an ts  are so 

pleased with the results.

We have seen decreased fuel consumption, increased energy efficiency and a more 

comfortable living environment. This is extremely important to low-income housing 

tenants and especially our senior citizens.

I have been extrem ely impressed with Ken and Laurie Tice. They are very 

pleasant to work with as they appraise the situation of each building, carry through on the 

plans made during the appraisal process and always follow up on the work they have

The folks we have worked with from  th e  ACDC office have also been 

extrem ely nice to  work with over the last two years. Carole, Stacy Ace and Curt have 

gone out of their way to help us with each project and always with so much enthusiasm- 

what a joy to work with such nice folks.

completed.

Sincerely,

pi JUL 2 0 1998
Mavis Blazy

M a v i s  B l a z y  • P . O .  B o x  7 5 8  • S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9  •  ( 9 0 7 )  2 6 2 - 4 5 9 1
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Judith Cunningham 
P.O.' Box 303 
Cordova, Ak 99574 
(907) 424-7359 

Job # 5374
ALASKA COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
6250 Tuttle Place 
Suite 5
Anchorage, Alaska 99509 

To whom it may concern,

My husband and I would like to express our sincere appreciation for the 
weatherization work done on our house this fall. What a wonderful program you have 
developed to help people. We could never have afforded to have the work done 
ourselves, nor would we have been able to tackle projects like this on our own. Chuck 
Williams and J.R. are GREAT! They work so hard every day, and get so much 
completed, it was just mind boggling to come home to a house that looked completely 
different every time they came over. I think that they were at my house for two days 
(two Thursdays), and alittle bit on a Monday to install windows for me that I had 
bought. In that short amount of time, they gave me a new ceiling, put up the trim, 
installed insulation in the attic, put a new window in the bathroom, (one that opens, 
hurray!!! and it has a screen), cut al! tho skirting and foam board for around the 
house, and they even put vents in the attic space. Their work is top quality too. I felt 
very good about ‘hiring'' them to put in the extra windows that I had acquired, and 
the installation of those windows in the kitchen, has made such a difference to the use of that space. We love being able to sit at our table, right next to our big picture 
window, in our newly WARMER house, and enjoy watching the sunshine play on 
the leaves of the “forest'’ right outside of our home.

We have been so excited about what has happened to us, and we have been talking 
to others in the community about what a great program you have. There are other 
people who would be able to benefit from what you are able to do, but mostly, we 
have been talking to others that have recieved your services this fall, and they are as 
delighted as we are. It was so heartwarming to talk to the single mother of three little 
kids, and hear of the improvements to her little home, and her excitement over being 
warmer this winter, and of having a window in the kids room so that she won’t have to 
have the lights on so much. Our heating and electric bills may even be lower, 
another hurray!

We just have so much appreciation for your program, because in an affluent 
community, there are those of us who just are not flowing with the mainstream 
economic levels, and our costs of living are high. We feel very fortunate that we have 
a house, and we are not having to live in the apartments that are provided for those 
who qualify. Yet, those apartments are well kept up, they have new windows and 
appliances, lots of storage and roomy rooms. It is so nice to have been able to Ls a



0 5 / 0 3 / 9 9  THU 1 3 : 4 6  FAX 907 5611531 ALASKA CDC ®  009

receiptiant of something specirl and nice, just for usl Thank you! W e  pray that your 

coorporation will be able to continue to recieve funding s o  that you can continue to 

help others in need. I would even be in favor of a state income tax, if it was used to 

fund such programs, and to m a k e  sure that your workers in the field have better living 

accomodations. As hard as they work, they need to be able to rest comfortably, and 

you should never ever try living in a tent in Cordova! Our monsoon "season" can be 

bitterly miserable, and Chuck and J.R. got caught in the middle of one of the worst 

storms that w e  had this season. W e  were so surprised to learn that they had been 

living in a tent. They finally succumbed and had to pay out of their o w n  pocket for a 

motel room, which, in Cordova, is very expensive. There are lots of B a n d B ' s  here, 

and I'm sure that s o m e  sort of deal could be worked out in advance. S o m e  of them 

are very nice, and have laundry and cooking facilities too. W e  would just like to k n o w  

that "our guys" are better provided for than what happened to them this time. W h e n  

s o m e o n e  c o m e s  to your home, works on it with such care and attention to detail, you 

kind of feel that they are "adopted" and you care about them. Please, no more tent 
living!

W e  just wanted to write a letter of appreciation, and w e  sincerely hope that your 

funding can continue, and so that you will be able to continue your "good works’ 

around the state of Alaska and unto the uttermost parts of the earth. G o d  Bless You!
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into (lie record my testimony to the —?  n a te  >. a n c e
committee name

committee on — ________   dated „— £ --jC  - 12.Z.%
bill/subject
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Alaska Community Development Corporation

Fax (907) 561-1531, (800) 478-1530

Tel (907) 561-2232, (800) 478-8080

Anchorage, Alaska 99507

6250 Tunle Place, Suite 5

To: Senator John Torgerson / Senate Finance C om m ittee
Fax 465-4779

From : Patrick  Shiflea, A laska Com m unity D evelopm ent Corp 

Re: C apital Budget SB32 AHFC

T hank you for the opportunity  to testify yesterday regarding SB32. The attached 
inform ation is the background to the testim ony that I provided. S im ilar inform ation was 
e-m ailed to you yesterday. A lso attached are a few letters o f  support from  vendors and 
recipients o f  the w eatherization assistance program . It is difficult to get constituent 
support out to a  public hearing on a relatively short notice. Please don’t construe lack o f  
testim ony as lack o f  concern o r support for I';:1 L ow -incom e W eatherization Program . 
T he support is tru ly  there, and the need for continued w eatherization assistance is also 
there.

Page 1 o f  12

linergy Conservation *  Housing Rehabilitation #  Weatherization 
A Private Non-Profit Organization Serving Alaska
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Alaska Community Development Coiporation

Fax (907) 561-1531, (800) 478-153U
Tel (907) 561-2732, (800) 478-8080

Anchorage, Alaska 99507
6250 Tuttle Place, Suite S

To: Senator John Torgerson
From: Patrick Shiflea, Alaska Community Development Corp 

RE: Capita! Budget SB32— AHFC

The recommendations of the Senate Finance Subcommittee for FY'OO Capital Budget have just come 
out. These recommendations Include drastic cuts in housing related projects of Alaska Housing 
Finance Corporation. I would like to encourage your support for further evaluating and reinstituting 
the funds to the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation's capital budget. Alaska Housing Finance 
Corporation is mandated to manage and oversee public housing and low-income housing programs. 
The proposed funding cuts jeopardize these programs and the mandate to provide these services.

These capital budget projects mean funds to the local areas through jobs and services offered. It is 
jobs to local contractors and local materials suppliers. I am concerned about the cuts to the AHFC 
capital budget projects In general, because of the impact that this will have on their ability to function 
in effective management of public housing projects andl the delivery of their mandated services. 1 am 
also concerned about the long-term impacts on AHFC and their bond ratings, if they are not allowed 
to fund and manage their projects. Housing issues are critical to the economy of the state of Alaska. 
Alaska Housing Finance Corporation plays a big role in that economic picture.

I am specifically concerned about funding cuts to the Low-income Weatnerizatlon Program. Our 
agency (Alaska Community Development Corporation) has been a service provider for the Low- 
income Weatherization Program for over 15 years. We have first hand knowledge and experience of 
the impact that this program has to low-income households in this state. Benefits of the 
Weatherization Program include: energy savings to the household (making household $ available for 
other uses); improved resident health and safety (by addressing ventilation, moisture 6t mold 
problems, carbon monoxide problems, building drafts, bedroom egress windows, insulation levels and 
heating systems); and improved building stock, with Increased durability and reduced maintenance 
requirements. The Weatherization Program helps to keep people in their home-preventing 
homelessness and/or demands for additional public housing. In addition to the direct benefits to the 
household, the Weatherization Program provides jobs to Installation workers and contractors, and 
purchases from local building suppliers. Anchorage area building suppliers and freight companies 
receive a great deal of business through Weatherization Program funding—both through the 
Anchorage based program and the statewide assistance.

The Low-income Weatherization Program is provided through a network of non-profit agen cies and 
local government (through a competitive bid process). This service delivery network has developed 
trained and experienced staff and subcontractors for the Weatherization Program. Two years ago 
funding for the Low-income Weatherization Program was cut 25%. The current proposed budget

Energy Conservation * Housing Rehabilitation * Weatherixatiou 
A Private Non-Profit Organization Serving Alaska
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(Senate Finance Capital Budget Subcommittee) would reduce the funding by an additional 55%. 
This cut would be devastating to the effective delivery of this program. We would lose a good 
portion of our experienced and trained staff and contractors through job cutbacks. 55% fewer 
households would receive assistance. We currently have extensive waiting lists (over one year for 
some areas), and can not serve all eligible applicants. Waiting time for assistance (often emergency 
situations) would be extensive—possibly up to four years or more for some areas. Heating system 
failures in extreme cold temperatures (such as we experienced this last winter) can be life 
threatening. Heating system malfunctions a n  also lead to deadly carbon monoxide conditions. A 
high number of the homes that we weatherke experience extreme health and safety problems. We 
do address and remedy these health and safety issues with our weatherization work. The 
Weatherization Program gives priority for assistance to households with members that are elderly, 
have a disability, or have young children (5 yrs. and under). Over 60% of the households that our 
agency (Alaska CDC) has weatherized in the past year have been from these priority categories.

For the Mat-Su Borough we currently have a waiting list of 120 households for the Weatherization 
Assistance Program. Under the funding proposed by the Senate Finance Subcommittee, we would 
only have funding to serve around 29 of these households a year. This v/ould create a waiting 
period for assistance of over 4 years.

For the Kenai Peninsula we currently have a waiting list of 148 households for the Weatherization 
Assistance Program. Under the funding proposed by the Senate Finance Subcommittee, we would 
only have funding to serve around 2 2 of these households a year. This would create a waiting 
period for assistance of over 6 years.

The Municipality of Anchorage typically has long waiting lists for weatherization assistance, and 
normally weatherizes over 400 housing units each year.

The Weatherization Program is an effective program, A cost effectiveness study done by the U.S. 
Department of Energy showed that there is $2.40 In benefits for each dollar invested in 
weatherization. The Weatherization Program is needed in our cold climate. The Weatherization 
Program is well received and appreciated at the local recipient level. A recent comment from a 
program recipient sums it up—"The program is wonderful. It. allows people to keep warm and dry 
in their home. Many people would suffer If not for this program."

1 encourage your support for restoring Low-income Weatherization Program funding to the level of 
the governor's request. Thus funding is needed for effective and timely delivery of the weatherization 
program.

If I can provide you with any further specific Information regarding our work with the Weatherization 
Program, please let me know. Thank you for your consideration.

Cini*aralu

Patrick A. Shiflea, Executive Director 
Alaska Community Development Corporation 
pshlflea@alaskacdc.org

mailto:pshlflea@alaskacdc.org
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May 5 ,199 9

Senator John Torgerson 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senator Torgerson:

I watched the televised coverage o f the Senate Finance Committee agency impacts 
tliis morning concerning SB 32. AIIFC testified to the impacts o f the cut in Senior 
Housing Development Grants. 1 understand a public hearing is scheduled tonight, 
however I have may not be able to attend, so I would like to offer my comments in 
writing for that public hearing.

There was much discussion about leveraging and as I have pointed out to you 
previously our project is leveraged 2-1 for every state dollar requested from this 
grant source. W e have committed to and locked up S900,000 in Low Income 
Housing Tax Credits, which will be sold to private investors. We have an additional 
SI million in loans. The Senior Housing Development Grant we are requesting is 
for S l . l  million.

There was also discussion about the num ber o f housing units cut statewide. The 
num ber given to the committee was 57 senior housing units. Our project comprises 
26 o f these units. The total AHFC Senior Housing Development Budget request was 
a little over S4 million. Our project is about 50% of the units but only 25% of the 
budget request. Our project is 100% senior housing and we strive to keep our  per 
unit cost within the current guidelines.

My last point is this is a very important program for the seniors o f the State. As you 
are aware the seniors arc the fastest growing segment o f our current population. 
Baby boomers arc just around the corner. Currently we are not able to weep up 
with the demand for Iow-ir.come senior housing. W e have a waiting list o f  over 80 
seniors for these 26 units. It is important that this program continue since it is a key 
component to putting together the funding for a seruor housing project. The rents 
must be at affordable levels for the seniors on fixed incomes. These grants allow the 
mortgage loans to be low enough to accomplish low rents. Most seniors have one 
com m on goal and that is to continue living independently in a secure environment 
like we offer here at our Senior Campus.
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In closing I would request the Senior Housing Development Grants be restored to 
the capital budget. If cuts are required I would request they be made in the priority 
order o f the projects requested to be funded. W hen we applied for these funds to 
AHFC under the GOALS Program the requests were equally rated and scored on a 
point system. This point system determined the priority position on the funding 
request list. W e worked hard to score well and included extras like a job training 
programs in our project, and to document the need for the project.

Thank you for your tim e and consideration o f m y request.

Tim Anderson

T in  Ander s on

Executive Director
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r d a b l n  H o u s in g  f o r  In d iv id u a ls  a n d  F a m i l ls s
H  b*tr*mtQmknka.m»t ( 9 0 7 ) 3 8 4 - 3 5 7 8

1801 Dougina Highway, No. 18. Pouglaa, AK W 824

Sen. John Torgason ^  5' 1999
Via fox: 465-4779

Dear Sea, Torgerson,

I understand that your committee will be considering the capital budget for Alaska Housing 
Finance Corpora**)* this ew tin g . Unfortunately, Housing First board members are unable to  
attend to  testify, but asked me to  write this letter on their behalf

Housing First is a  non-profit Juneau organization that support! and creates affordable housing In 
the past se res  years, we have built 21 units o f  low-income rentals and two homes that we sold to 
low-mcosK h o n e  buyers Currently, we are administering a low-income home buyer loan 
program with federal im d s  from AHFC.

These projects, created by a  volunteer board and one part-time staff person, have brought in more 
than SI .2 m ilion in construction jobs into Juneau, as well as provided much-needed affordable 
housing.

We are proud to  have supported our local building and lending industry at the same time we 
provided housing for ksw-iucoroe residents Our job is not done, however. The response to  our 
low-income home purchase loan program has been overwhelming. A  budget expected to  last until 
December o f  this year is within one loan o f  being depleted, and we have a  list o f  ISO home buyers 
who want on  next year’s application list.

While we have no shortage o f  low-income people wanting to  buy or rent bousing in Juneau, we 
continue to  be abort o f  bouring for these people. The Alaska Housing Finance Corporation i t  by 
far the most important entity in the state when it cornea to  providing low-income housing and 
funds for low-income housing.

We strongly oppose any cuts in AHFC’s capital budget, for the sake o f  the many low-income 
people who need a  place to live, local construction industry, Juneau's lenders and the.

Thank you for your careful consideration o f  this issue.

cc: AHFC, Juneau Home Builders Assoc.
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Re: CIP for the Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys -  Department 
o f  Natural Resources -  request for $500,000 funding for airborne geophysical 
mapping program.

My name is Ron Ricketts and I am Executive Director of Fairbanks 
Industrial Development Corporation and a member of the Alaska Miners 
Association.
I know that this is not a good time to be asking for a budget increase. But if 
ever a case can be made in support of an increase, this is it.

I am speaking of increasing funding for the CIP earmarked to pay for 
airborne geophysical mapping in the Division of Geological & Geophysical 
Surveys (DGGS). The Governor proposed $250,000 for this program. The 
amount needs to be doubled. Here's why.

There is no doubt that Alaska needs to diversify its economy, given the 
current state of the petroleum industry. Hard rock gold mining goes a long 
way toward filling this need. The reason? Hard rock mining provides a 
substantial increase to the local tax base, creating new revenues for local 
government. It also creates a significant number of high paid, year around 
jobs -  which studies show provide a net benefit to the community.

Since 1994 the Legislature has funded DGGS for a program of airborne 
mapping, designed to help miners better understand where to look for ore 
bodies in their exploration work. That this work has been successful in 
attracting new investment to Alaska is illustrated by the fact that (in 1998) 
$100 exploration dollars were spent in the state for each $1 spent in the 
mapping program. While this work was initially performed in the Interior, it 
has now spread into other mineralized areas of the state, with mapping 
having been carried out in both the southeastern and southcentral regions 
of the state in the past few years.

If we agree that this program is beneficial to our long-term economy, why 
can’t we get by with the $250,000? Because the fixed costs of helicopter 
flying are high -  we must use a ship that is much bigger than others in 
order to carry the necessary instrumentation. Not only that, but the year 
after an area is flown the data must be ground truthed -  further increasing
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the cost. Thus, it costs more to fly -  $500,000 is barely enough to get the 
job done and justify the cost.

Certainly we must trim the budget, but, please not at the expense of 
programs which bring jobs, investment and revenue to our state. I know 
that in the past the Legislature has been a strong supporter of this program. 
Let’s do what is necessary to make it happen again.

Ronald L. Ricketts 
Executive Director
Fairbanks Industrial Development Corporation 
515 Seventh Avenue, Suite 320 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Phone: 907-452-2195 
Fax: 907-451-9534 
Email: fidc@polarnet.com

mailto:fidc@polarnet.com
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THANK YOU FOR TAKING TIME FROM YOUR HECTIC 

SCHEDULES TO LISTEN TO MYSELF AND OTHERS TELL WHY OUR 

PROJECTS ARE DESERVING OF A PART OF THE LIMITED FUNDS 

AVAILABLE. I RECOGNIZE THE DIFFICULT POSITION EACH OF 

YOU FIND YOURSELF SINCE EVERY PROJECT IS NEAR AND DEAR 

TO SOMEONE’S HEART.

THE PROJECT NEAR AND DEAR TO ME IS THE HUTCHISON 

CAREER CENTER IN FAIRBANKS. FOR AT LEAST 7-10 YEARS THE 

CITIZENS OF COMMUNITIES SERVED BY THE FAIRBANKS NORTH 

STAR BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT HAVE PLANNED, PLOTTED 

AND vVORKED TO MAKE HUTCH A FOUR YEAR STAND ALONE 

VOCATIONAL/TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL. COMMUNITY LEADERS, 

BUSINESSMEN AND WOMEN, EDUCATORS AND PARENTS HAVE 

WORKED DILIGENTLY FOR MORE THAN THREE YEARS WITH THE 

SCHOOL DISTRICT, THE NORTH STAR BOROUGH AND THE 

TANANA VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 

ALASKA-FA1RBANKS TO GET TO WHERE WE ARE TODAY -  READY 

TO MAKE IT HAPPEN.

A KEY PIECE OF THE PLAN IS THE SEVEN MILLION DOLLARS 

FOR TVCC’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE PROJECT. THE FUNDS

h / )
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WOULD ENABLE THE PLANNING AND DESIGN WORK TO 

CONTINUE, AND ALLOW SOME OF THE RENOVATION TO BEGIN- 

EVEN AS WE PREPARE TO GO TO THE PEOPLE FOR THEIR 

APPROVAL OF A FOURTEEN MILLION DOLLAR BOND PACKAGE TO 

COMPLETE THE PROJECT.

NOT FUNDING TVCC’S REQUEST COULD CAUSE THE 

HUTCHISON PROJECT TO COME TO A HALT FOR AN ADDITIONAL 

YEAR.

WHY DOES THIS PROJECT MERIT ATTENTION OVER OTHER 

PROJECTS? IT IS SUPPORTED BY A VAST MAJORITY OF CITIZENS 

IN OUR COMMUNITY. IT’S A PROJECT THAT HELPS DEVELOPE 

ALASKA’S MOST IMPORTANT RESOURCE -  IT PEOPLE. STUDENTS 

WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND THE "NEW HUTCH” WILL BE 

PREPARED FOR VOCATIONAL AND TECHNIC AL KNOWLEDGE TO 

HELP SECURE THE ECONOMIC FUTURE OF ALASKA. THEY WILL 

BE THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO PLAN, DESIGN AND MAINTAIN 

THE CAPITAL PROJECTS YOU FUND. THEY ARE THE MEN AND 

WOMEN WHO WILL PROVIDE SERVICES TO THOSE USING THE 

ROADS AND HIGHWAYS OF ALASKA. THEY WILL BE THE MEN 

AND WOMEN WHO ASSURE ALASKA’S FUTURE WELL INTO THE
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NEXT CENTURY. I ’M ASKING YOU TO CONSIDER PRIORITIES. 

WHILE OTHER PROJECTS YOU ARE CONSIDERING ARE 

IMPORTANT. ARE THE 7 MORE IMPORTANT THAN PREPARING 

ALASKANS TO FILL THE TECHNICAL JOBS THAT WILL BE 

ALASKA’S FUTURE? ARE THEY ANY MORE IMPORTANT THAN 

PREPARING YOUNG ALASKANS FOR A FUTURE WHERE 

EDUCATION AND TECHNOLOGY ARE VITAL TO EVERYONE’S 

HEALTH, SAFETY, COMFORT AND ECONOMIC STABILITY?

I HOPE YOU CAN FIND A WAY TO FUND THE NEEDS OF 

TOMORROW -  TODAY, AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR THIS 

OPPORTUNITY.



NAY 0 5  '9 9  0 3 :4 3 P t1  INTERIOR WEATHERIZATION P . 1 /1

713 ISth Avt, » frn to jb , Alufca 99701 • (907) 452-5373

INTERIOR WEATHERIZATION, INC.

Senator John Torgerson 
Alaska State Legislature 
S tate Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

D ear Senator Torgerson,

I am w riting regarding o f  th e  devastating cuts to the L o w  Incom e W eatherization Program  
which is sponsored by AHFC. The m ore cuts that are m ade throughout the state budget 
the m ore necessary this program  becomes in helping low  income families remain in their 
hom es and reduce their energy costs. A recent D O E study shows that the average 
household spends 3 .5%  on hom e energy while the typical low  incom e household spends 
about 14.5%, o r  m ore than 4 times as much. In addition 1 0  th e  financial and health and 
safety benefits which accrue to  the low income families served, the W eatherization 
Program  decreases the need for fuel assistance payments, creates and suDports jobs, 
reduces the fossil fuel use and related environmental consequences, and prolongs the life 
o f  existing housing stock.

Funding cuts wili undermine the W eatherization P rogram ’s ability to  sustain highly skilled 
technical and program  staff, threatening to  diminish the technological improvements that 
have boosted  the Program ’s cost effectiveness. A  recent study by the O ak R idge National 
L aboratory  show s a 33.5%  average savings per hom e within the  w eatherization industry

The A H FC I.ow  Incom e W eatherization P rogram  has been a cost effective and im portant 
program  for the State o f  Alaska for over 15 years, and I am  requesting that the Senate and 
H ouse Finance Com m ittees fund this AHFC program  at the $4,000,000 level as requested. 
This will allow the P rogram  to  remain viable, continue to  serve the needs o f  low  income 
A 'askans, create jobs and support local vendors.

P lease call m e i f  you have any questions about the S tate W ;atheruati< >n Program

M ay 5, 1999

Paul Woodman
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FACSIMILE

TO: Senator John Torgerson
Senate Finance Committee

FAX: (907) 465-4779

FROM: Alaire Stanton

SUBJECT: HOUSING IN ALASKA
And other Budget Items

This page only

comments:
I was deeply disappointed to hear that our State Capita! Budget for next 

year will severely cut all senior housing projects for FY 2000. Surely there is some other 
way to provide matching funds for roads and utility projects besides taking the major 
share of the AHFC funds for Senior projects around the State. I know from my 
experience with the Commission on Aging that the scheduled projects in the Kenai 
Pennisula, Ketchikan, Wasilla, and the rest of the State are needed now. Putting off the 
maintenance in many other projects (which have already been deferred too long) such 
as the renovation at Fairbanks Southall Manor, is also very short sighted.

Please reconsider the uses of the AHFC funds. Also, please consider 
leveraging jur huge State assets, such as the Permanent Fund, to provide the funds 
for necessary programs. We are a RICH State. I know we have declining oil revenue, 
but that should not be an excuse for doing away with necessary programs, many of 
which were in place before we became RICH. Too many Seniors are now talking about 
moving away and taking their retirement monies and their talents with them. That 
would be a dreadful shame. I, and many others, have expressed a willingness to pay 
an Income Tax as one part of the solution.

John, I appreciate your dedication and energy, but lets look for some 
other options besides ju9t cut, cut, cut.

Best Wishe-

I F  YOU DO NOT R EC EIVE ALL PAGES, PLEASF. CALL.

3817 Fairview Avenue -  Ketchikan, AK 99901 -  (907) 247-2358
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May 5, 1999

To: Senate Finance Committee members

From: Mae T isch er, Property Development Ccm nittee Chm, Chm o f C a p ita l Grants 
Committee, & member, Board o f D ire c to rs  

UPPER SUSITNA SENIORS, INC

Re: Funding AHFC sen io r housing in  the Upper S u3itna V a lle y

I  urge you to  re s to re  the AHFC sen io r housing funds th a t the Senate 
Finance sub-committee u n ila te ra lly  ze ro 'd  out o f the c a p ita l budget.

The damaging consequences o f th e ir  a c tio n  can be seen in  the enclosed  
summary memo sent to  our Mat-Su le g is la t iv e  d e leg a tio n  dated A p r il 8 , 1999.

The enclosed D e ta ile d  Development S ite  Plan o f our 12+ acre parce l 
re f le c ts  our long-range plans th a t in c lu d e a Senior C enter, sen ior housing, 
outdoor re c re a tio n  space, and fron tage fo r  uorrcnercial development (p riv a te ) 
th a t w i l l  produce revenue from long term land leases .

The th ird  document is  an a r t ic le  th a t appeared in  our most recen t 
N ew sle tte r provid ing  3ome background o f our o rg a n iza tio n , our philosophy, 
and achievements thus fa r .

R estoring  the funding fo r  sen io r housing in  th is  reg ion  through AHFC's 
GOAL program is  oost e ffe c tiv e , a good S ta te  investm ent, and w il l  provide  
re n ta l housing fo r  seniors where th e ir  is  none a v a ila b le . Of equal 
ijqportance is  saving th e  CDBG and MSB matching funds dedicated to  co n stru ct­
ion  o f a sen io r cen ter to ta llin g  $250,000.

SUNSHINE CITY ENT

Transm itted v ia  FAX

A non-profit organization promoting health, honor, ami dignity o f its members.
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A p r il 8 , 1999 

LIO Fax -  376-6180
To: Senators Lyda Green & R ick H a lfo rd  and

R epresentatives B everly Masek, V ic  Kohring, L S co tt Ogan

From: Mae T ischer

Re: Upper S usitna S eniors, In c
S en ior C enter & Housing Funding ;

H e llo  everyone. This is  a b r ie f  summary to  b rin g  you up to  date  on the funding  
a p p lic a tio n s  we have subm itted to  con stru ct our Senior Center and s ix  u n its  o f 
Senior Housing.

Last F a ll,  we ap p lied  fo r  a $25,000 pre-developm ent g ran t from AHFC which was 
approved, and is  now a t  work fo r  us. A lso , as you know, we re -a p p lie d , through 
the Mat-Su Borough, fo r CDBG matching funds ($200,000) fo r Phase I  o f the Senior 
C enter. This a p p lic a tio n  was approved as w e ll, we are  happy to  re p o rt I And th a t 
money w i l l  b rin g  along w ith  i t  a $50,000 MSB g ran t appropriated  by the Assembly 
over 2 years ago.

Our m ajor and most recen t e f fo r t  has been to  apply fo r AHFC GOAL program funding  
fo r  the co nstructio n  o f 6 sen io r housing u n its  w ith  the necessary common a rea s . AHFC 
has approved our a p p lic a tio n  ($ 1 .4  m il) fo r  th is  much needed p ro je c t and subm itted  
the package to  the Governor. Those funds have been included in  the G overnor's 
budget th a t is  now before the L e g is la tu re .

 The AHFC GOAL funding was, in  p a r t, contingent on our a b i l i t y  to  acquire the CDBG
g ra n t. In  tu rn , the MSB g ran t was a ls a  c o n d itio n a l on securing the CDBG matching______
funds. So i f  the L e g is la tu re  passes out th e ir  budget conta in ing  th e  above AHFC 
ap p ro p ria tio n , we w ill  be ab le  to  begin co n stru ctio n  th is  suuner.

I f .  on th e  o th er hand, th a t does not occur and th e  $ 1 .4  m illio n  fo r  tho housing
is  not forthcom ing th is  year, we w i l l  not be ab le  to  recover the CDBG o r the MSB_______
funds. Even though we oould re -a p p ly  fo r  th e  AHFC_GOAT■ funding next y ra rr w ithout 
th e  s en io r cen ter funding, JbHFC may view  th e  housing_prQ je c t.q u ite  d if fe r e n t ly . .

So now we have on ly one more hurd le  to  advance the constructio n  o f our cen ter 
and sen io r housing, and a re  depending on your c o lle c tiv e  and in d iv id u a l in flu e n c e  and 
diplom acy to  shepherd the funding fo r  th is  much needed p ro je c t through the L e g is la tiv e  
process.

We sure e s p e c ia lly  th an kfu l and a p p re c ia tiv e  to  have had your support and encour­
agement throu^cut our p u rs u it to  provide th e  lo c a l serv ices to  our e ld ers  th a t come 
from e s ta b lis h in g  a sen io r cen ter and a ffo rd a b le  housing in  th is  re g io n . W ith your 
help  and cooperation , as w e ll as the g enerosity  o f our lo c a l community and MSB, we 
have been successful in  proving the need, v ia b i l i t y ,  and fe a s ib il it y  o f these 
p ro je c ts .

We take  p rid e  in  the fa c t th a t we have been ab le  to  m ain tain  our independence 
from government support fo r  our s o c ia l, food, and jDe ra tin g  expenses, and p lan  to  
continue p ra c tic in g  good stewardship to  su sta in  th a t independence. I t  is  the huge 
c a p ita l funds needed fo r  co nstructio n  th a t we need help  w ith .

Our deepest thanks and ap p rec ia tio n  fo r  your continued support in  our e ffo r ts .
I  know you w i l l  do your very best to  preserve those GOAL funds in  the f in a l budget 
fo r  th is  y e a r, / y  , , ,

r)f)0L>L

FROM*: SUNSHINE CITY ENT PHONE NO. : 0 9 0 7  7 3 3  2 3 7 3  May. 0 5  1 9 9 9  1 2 :46P M  P 2

A  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r o m o t i n g  h e a l t h , h o n o r ,  a n d  d i g n i t y  o f  I t s  m e m b e r s .
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» » !L. UPPER SUSITNA SENIORS - » »
         ....

MAY & JUNE 1999

* TOP SECRET?? ABSOLUTELY NOT!1 *
Sometimes we get so  engrossed in  our work we fo rg e t th a t o thers want to  know 

w h at's  going on to o . During a recen t conversation i t  s truck ine th a t USSI needs to  
do b e tte r  g e ttin g  the word out about our p lans, our goals/ and what we a re  up to l 
We’re  so proud to  be an in tre g a l p a rt o f th is  community and are  d e lig h ted  w ith  the  
in te re s t shown. Here is  some background in fo  and a b r ie f o u tlin e  o f U SSI's fu tu re  
g o als .

Where We Began
Upper Susitna Seniors (USSI) incorporated  as a n o n -p ro fit 5 0 1 (c )(3 ) o rg an iza tio n  

in  1984. The 12+ acre p arce l o f land we a re  developing was f i r s t  leased to  us by the  
Borough (sedignated fo r sen io r c it iz e n  purposes). Two sm all s ta te  grants helped fund 
in s ta lla t io n  o f a w ater w e ll and ( s e p tic  system. We acquired a
double w ide p o rtab le  b u ild in g  th a t now serves as a temporary
d in in g /m eetin g  room, and decided to  ^  fche iand frcm the Borough.
The purchase p ric e  was below 1  market value and was p a id  fo r  by
member c o n trib u tio n s . We received a sm all s ta te  g ran t to  purcliase
m a te ria ls  fo r  a DEC approved plM ? 6 k-itc ,ie n . Most o f the la b o r was
done by sen io rs  except e le c tr ic  & plumbing, and much o f th e  equip­
ment was purchased w ith  our own ■ ^  ^  ' • funds. That done, we h ap p ily
'moved in ' to  our new home and began long-range planning fo r  o rd e rly  development o f  
tiie  p ro p e rty .

R e a l i ty  o f  P la n n in g
We know from the h is to ry  o f o th er sen io r groups th a t (1 ) s ta te  grants  b u ilt  

th e ir  cen ters  and other am en ities , and (2 ) they then became dependent on government 
subsid ies to  fund th e ir  M&O, food and o th er s e rv ice s . I t  was hard to  oonoede, but 
re a liz e d  th a t USSI alone would not be capable o f funding con stru ctio n  costs fo r a 
c e n te r, which was our f i r s t  p r io r ity . We a ls o  knew th a t we d id n 't  have the fin a n c ia l 
cap ac ity  o r resources to  to  ra is e  a l l  $$ front p riv a te  sources. Furtherm ore, we needed 
a p lan  th a t would keep  us from f a l l i n g  i n t o  th e  e t e r n a l  su b s id y  t r a p .

The Challenges
So the challenge was before us: What options d id  we have? W ithout going in to

g re a t d e ta il ,  th e  f in a l s o lu tio n s  came to  s e ttin g  aside a p o rtio n  o f the p ro p erty  
fo r  commercial development as a source o f income to  support the upkeep and m ainten­
ance o f th e  land  and our programs. That decided, we engaged P a tric k  Krochina AIA 
and Alaska Rim Engineering to  draw up a D e ta ile d  Developm ent S ite  P la n  fo r  the e n tire  
12+ acre p a rce l th a t re fle c te d  our goals and provide a design fo r  w e ll thought-out 
o rd e rly  development. Included were a permanent sen io r c e n te r, sen io r housing in  
phases o f need, re cre a tio n  space, sever & w ater a d d itio n s , and the highway fro n tag e  
s e t as id e  fo r  appropriate  cormerc.ia.1 development by p riv a te  developers under long­
term  lan d  leases.

Where To Go Prom T h ere
During these planning stages we c a rrie d  on a d ialogue w ith  AKfC fo r guidance 

regarding s en io r housing. We needed a g re a t d e a l  o f  in fo rm a tio n  and e d u c a tio n  
before d ecid in g  what steps to  ta k e , when, and how i t  works. AHFC has p erfected  a 
form ula fo r  sen io r housing th a t determ ines fe a s ib il it y , need, M&O and vacancy p ro je c t­
ions e tc . They a lso  re q u ire  owners to  provide some $$, and a ls o  borrow $$ from p r iv ­
a te  len d ers .

In  order bo provide serv ices to  housing re s id e n ts , the cen ter s t i l l  had to  oome 
f i r s t .  We ap p lied  fo r  a Community Development Block Grant (CDHG) a co m p etitive  
program re q u irin g  a cash match & in -k in d  c o n trib u tio n s .

So i t  has taken over three years to  a rr iv e  a t  th is  p o in t. There is  a f a ir  
chance th a t construction  fo r the C enter and G housing u n its  may become a r e a li ty .

FROM : SUNSHINE CITY ENT PHONE NO. : 0 9 0 7  7 3 3  2 3 7 3  F la *  0 5  1 9 9 9  12 :48P M  P 4
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H O M E R S E N I O R

C I T I Z E N S

M ay 5 ,1 9 9 9  j

Senator John Torgerson 
A laska State Capitol, Rm. 516 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 ;

D ear Senator Torgerson:
i

It is our understanding that thej recom m endation from the Senate Finance Subcommittee 
on Capital Projects was to cut jthe funding for the AHFC Senior Citizens Housing 
Developm ent Program in the am ount o f  $4,000,000. This, as you are aware, was the total 
request and eliminates all the projects in Senior Citizens Housing request including the 
request from Hom er Senior Citizens, Inc. for $754,000, which was to be used to build 
additional independent senior citizen housing.

i
W e request that before SB 32 is passed out o f  the Senate Finance Com m ittee that AHFC 
Senior Citizens Housing Developm ent Program funds are restored to the bill in  the entire 
am ount o f  $4,000,000. Since the projects in this fund are prioritized it is essential that 
the entire $4,000,000 be restored or the Hom er Senior Citizen Project will still be 
elim inated. Each o f  the projects that are request-'ng funding from the Senior Citizens 
Housing Fund are sponsored b^ a senior citizen group and have shown a clear need in 
their area for additional housinig. H om er Senior Citizens presently has a waiting list o f  33 
individuals for the independenj senior citizen housing in Homer. The average wait for 
these individuals will be 2 yeajs before an apartment becomes available if  additional 
housing is not constructed. '

i
Since the funds that are requested by Alaska Housing Finance Corporation are funds that 
they already have on hand, all that is needed is authorization from the legislature. Again, 
w e request that you restore all Jfunds ($4,000,000) to the AHFC Senior Housing 
Developm ent Program. j

Hom er Senior Citizens, Inc. |
Board o f  Directors i

Frances Brymer 
B oard President

Rose Faust 
V ice-President

M ary Tljompson 
Treasurer

Harry Gtegoire 
Secretary

Susan Gertler 
M ember

Henry Nakada 
M em ber

M argrei Pale 
M em ber

Lena A ndree’ 
M em ber

3935 SVEDLUND » HO M ER, ^LASKA 99603 • (907) 235-7655 • FAX (907) 235-3739



M A Y - 5-99 WED 3:42 PM THE DOG WASH FAX NO. 907 522 4540

5/5/99

The Dog Wash Inc,
9191 Old Seward Hwy., #18 
Anchorage. AK 99515 
(907) 522-9274 
dog wash (a)a I aska. net

D ear Senators.

M y nam e is Sean Brosnahan. 1 am the owner o f  a small business called  T he Dog 
W ash Inc. I understand that you are debating whether to continue funding o f  the SBDC.
1 strongly encourage you to continue. I understand that the S tate will be in dire straits if  
big cuts and difficult decisions are not made. But, the SBDC creates m ore than it uses. 
Take my business, for exam ple. No bank in their right m ind was going to loan m e money 
for th is "crazy" idea. The SBDC helped from start to  finish. And I still go to  Jean W all 
(the counselor I have been dealing with for five years) with questions. The Dog W ash 
Inc., in its fourth year o f  operation will have gross sales around S400,000. We em ploy 
eight people. N ext year wc w ill grow  b y  50%  in sales, and em ploy 15 - 20 people.
W ithin the next three to five years, I intend to use resources from all over the state to put 
together a franchise. "Buy Alaska" who I m et through tL  DC will have referred  these 
resources to me.

So, you see, I provide a needed service to this com m unity,-otherwise 1 w ould not 
have survived. That is as it should be. M y business is profitable. It pays its fees, and 
taxes. 1 m ake good m oney here. And spend it. M y em ployees m ake S8 - 20 per hour. 
This year I hope to  be  able to  provide them with health insurar.ee. I air. n e t asking you to
U m m .I l l  />, , • 0 * 4  iVtiN A -A 4 T tU i M A A m Ia  r>l* A . .1 rl «1 fA r l  - I t  A r r t  AAA  A r /4 l n  AIIU IIU  VUV tiW W  I l i V t t V j  . V i l  K l v  a UUtUV J i lU U lU  * ’  KJi i\  I1 U IU , U V V U I U l l l ^ ,  IU

a U . 1 t t i a r  n a /4  A t »1 /4 U a  *a»K A  tv4a/J 4 / \ r  t U m r  I i ' r t n u r  ft />» t  ’I I I W I I  ‘- fe tS iA A liw b , U i l U  j i l U U i U  U V  1 W M IU U V U  AV/l U i w a  W i iW l  I d .  X UV/11% A l i i  VS TV l i v / f v  i i iU V A A  \A*VCDHf1 i«tt 'ArtÂ  im *vta Unf 1 Aril A r\ tUrt yv-sawpv 'Vr*̂J iJ A ^ U  AAA > V/JLWU AAA A A A W? UUt. A UO f\ U U  )  VM  UAAAAAl UAV I liV A iV J  ’ 'WO t » V * » O J /V U i.

There v  -ill probably not be m uch public outcry i f  yOU Cu'x mIS But, hvVt
many businesses, like m ine, w ill you have erased? Senators, I subm it, that by
A M A A M fA  M A  M «a)I U o H . *t A#l/t I .A t I « 1 t* 1 I /4 A A*1/ (TO tU n  A  f  I n t i  l i f t /  T r ^ - i l i r re i 7 v v v i . u ^ . . e  4 l i t U i l  U U O l i lW ^ e  ^ V U  r r A I I  U U W IV / U O U  IA  AW W A A V W C b U A  V IA  J * V  i U t l  J 11J .  A I v U B c V  W l « l
« r a i  i  a «<a  n /t 4/41 a /4 U A fU  4 » A » n ” U  %a U  n f  Ua 1a w a »«/> fU r t  Wt '•  w lo n p o  4 a »%W m a «i rtf'FJ V U  L&A V ju U U lU U  V’  A l i t  U1V U l i i l U U i l  J l /U  V/A U U IU tlV iA Ag IAAW l / U U ^ V i ,  V\A» p ‘ V U 5 v , U V U  I  |-^U J  K/XX
A n t*  A t t w o w *  U«« a i i #  I nflTlV*v u i  v u i i w i u  u w u u  u j r  v i i i i i t i i u u l i g  u U I  A lH U I V

n  AHM A/t’ A t l l t l  < .A ttv it « * v . t p v w  A l t i l  lj J W U I
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3LT
Z ^ e a p  o f  a i t h  

C h r i s t i a n  S t o r e
4900 Palmer-W asilla Hwy. IA 

Wasilla, AK 99654 
907- 357-LEAP 5327 
PAX 907- 357-5328

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance com m ittee on Budget, 
dated M ay 5th, 1999

i tun writing in regards to the fact that the Budget Committee did not allow  money for 
the Small Business Development Center to carry on with the work they are doing in 
W asilla Alaska. I want to express my concern for this. I am a small business owner that 
would not be, i f  I had not the privilege o f  getting assistance and aid  from the S.B.D.C. 
Also I received much help, many hours, a lot o r  materials, great council, num berous o f  
phone calls to the office, and many pop in visit's. That saved m e tim e, money, mind.
This was given by Tim Sullvain at the W asilla office. It-is a fearful thing to take your 
life ’s savings to put togciher anything, let alone a small busii1' s$, T im  Sullvain has been, 
and still is after two years, a strong arm in helping me with xnowing I could do what I 
dream ed about, after being a Mom for 27 years.and he made sure it was not a ha lf way 
jo b  too! He is the one that many time stressed :;the how to 's” in opening a business.
H e was such a asset to my store, that I can honestly say I would not be running the 
LEAP OF FAITH CHRISTIAN STORE, it were not for the S.B.D.C., in W asilla.

Has A laska gotten so big that the heart o f Alaska is forgotten, the sm all people like me?
T ju st sent my oldest son dow n this last month who is seeking som ething to  build on  for a 
life, after serving in the Air Force and I sent him to Tim Sullvain to get advice and 
suggestions as I did in getting his business o ff  the dream sheets in to real life.

You m ust give us the privilege o f  having the S.B.D.C., because there will be no place 
fo r small business’s to get such knowledge, materials, encouragement and support.
They have added m e GREATLY!

Thank You D o Reconsider,

Lois A. Hall (Sandy)

Address: :4900 Palmer-W asilla Hwy. 1A 
W asilla, AK 99654

Phone No.: f 0 7  “ 3 5  7 ~  5 3 ^ 7

3 ? 3 - 5 f t 7
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FAX TRANSMISSION

Date; May 5,1999

To: Senator John Togerson

From: JoeL Heck

Fax: 907-465-4779

I am writing because I am quite concerned about the cutting of AHFC funds.

It doesn't make common or Fiscal sense to handicap an entity that has returned more 
funds to state coffers than what they are asking.

We have jreople in their eighties and early nineties who would prefer to stay in the 
Upper Susitna f.rea but no housing is available. Upper Susitna Seniors have applied 
for funds for three year* and have been thwarted each time It seems a tragedy 
to once again be denied tkt- possibility of adequate housing on what appears to be an 
act of caprice.

We have finally been granted the Community Development Block Grant of 5200,000 
plus a 550.000 matching grant from the Ma&nuska*Susitna Borough.
The monies are tied to us getting housing funding from AHFC and if this is denied 
by the legislature our area will not see senior housing or an adequate senior center 
until those of us who have worked so hard to obtain funding have had to move from 
the area because there is no housing available for us.

I urge you to do all you can to restore the AHFC working budget, and not handicap 
its efforts to do the job it tes been doing on the positive side of the ledger

.loeL Heck
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FAX TRANSMISSION

Date: May 5,1999 

To: Senator John Togerson 

From: Ann Heck 

Fax: 907-465-4779

f am writing to a ;k you, in  considering' the Capital Budget, to restore senior 
housing project funds to  A H F C . Upper Susitna Seniors will lose the Community 
Developm ent Block Grant Senior C enter funding o f  $250,000 unless w e get funding 
from  AHFC. The Comm unity Developm ent Bilock Grant funding can  not be retrieved 
after this year.

U pper Susitna Seniors derives no funding from  any governm ent source or the 
United Way. W e pay our ow n way out o f  pocket.

W e have nine elders on a waiting list f6r housing to be funded by AHFC funds 
w hich will help build 6 units. There is no available rental housing in this rural area and 
nothing projected.

1 feel the legislature is doing a disservice to  AHFC by m andating how  it should 
spend its funds. It has been mandated autonomy by the state, and how  it spends its 
funding should not be interfered with. I understand also that AHFC has returned much 
m ore to the state coffers than it is requesting.

The project is necessary, needed, and essential. Restore the funding. It is the right thing 
to do.
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May 5, 1999

Senator John1 Torgierson 
FAX: 907/465[471f9

Dear Senator torgbson,
I am absolutely appalled at the consideration by the Budget Joint C 

Committee to ^virtually eliminate the entire planning department of the 
Natural Resources. This action certainly undermines the DNR commisione 
responsibility tjo nianage the Division. Accountability problems within \h 
should be handled specifically with the commissioner, not directly with 
departments.

it has b ien jsaid that allowing public comment regarding land use h 
development, but yvhat’s the rush? The people of Alaska, your constituent 
every right to be Secure with the development of Alaska. This involves no

int but the rate of development as well.The DNR Plannin
:pntinually worked deligently to provide all parties Invol

consciencious development.
have put in one remarkable effort to identify specific 

lands to be trdnafpred to the Kenai Peninsula Borough. That project will n
completed by the lend of this fiscal year, and to eliminate their effort, as
that of countlelss people from the Borough and the public at large, is irre 

There Is more to quality of life than economy alone. Economic gro

type of developme 
Department hbs 
voice in thougntfu 

Locally, lhe>

costs is short 
responsible de

sighted and not in Alaska's best interest in the long run. PI 
nrelopment is more important than ever before. Remember t 

rule: Prior Plaining Prevents Piss Poor Performance! The elimination of 
department would be detrimental to the future of all Alaskans and the $ 
so is only a tjrop in *he bucket going toward satifying Alaska's financial 
Let us keep planning for our children's children's future.

Please remejmber that you represent all of the people: each and eve 
us! I ask that [you,' support our inherit right to be involved In any decision 
process and not ^llow the Legislature to muffle our voice concerning fut 
development by underfunding the DNR's Planning Department.

I hope to hpre from you regarding this very critical situation.
i

Sincerely,

Stuart SchmUtzler 
PO Box 3576 i 
Homer, Ak. 9^60^
907/235-8082 1
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Carol Heyman
SBDC State Advisory Board Member
Formerly president o f  Anchorage Chamber o f  Commerce

c l \6 0  C t / c f e

f ^ c h w  reyt

♦ Have always been a strong advocate o f small business
♦ Have had an opportunity to see the SBDC inaction over the past 8 years
♦ Small business owner myself

The Finance Committee should Jm p apply the “results based government” template o f  
evaluation o f  state government and services and the effectiveness o f  fulfilling its mission 
vis-a-vis the SB D C .

I urge you to consider the following:

•  C onsider SB D C s and iheir related  program s a tool in the L egislature 
achieving  its econom ic developm ent goals o f  d iversify ing A laska's econom y;

* T o  then  exam ine the effectiveness o f  SB D C 's program s in advancing 
developm ent o f  A laska sm all businesses.

For exam ple, in ju s t the fir s t su: months o f  FY  99, SB D C  program s have:
• H elped  create 39 new  businesses in the state (in FY 98, created  81 new 

businesses)
• C reated  9 L new  jo bs and ensured  retention o f  64  (in FY  98. created  196 

actual new jo b s and ensured retention  o f  an additional 49)
• H elped businesses receive nearly  $5 m illion in capital through loans and 

equity  investm ent (in FY 98, $2.8 m illion)
■ A ided progress o f  "w elfare ireform" by providing assistance to 89 business 

ow ners or p rospective business ow ners who had received public assistance 
w ithin  the last tw o years.

• T h e  Procurem ent Technical A ssistance C enter w as d irectly  responsible 
for:
• A laska businesses receiving 466 prime contract awards and 127 

Subcontract awards;

•  A laska businesses, as reported by clients, getting $183 m illion in 
governm ent contracts

■ T h e Buy A laska Program :
■ H elped A laska businesses retain $15.2 m illion  in purchases that would 

have been m ade out o f  state
■ Created 331 direct and indirect jo b s  through m atches m ade
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These are resu lts . Bui if  you want to also look ai activities, in FY 98:

SBD C programs:
•  Provided assistance to a total o f 3284 small business ow ners o r 

prospective sm all business owners
■ Provided over 8901 hours o f business workshop training to A laska 

small businesses o r prospective business owners
Procurem ent Technical A ssistance Center:

» Sponsored 64 outreach conferences with a  total attendance o f  1,143
■ Conducted 704 counseling sessions with businesses interested in 

governm ent contracting
T he Buy Alaska program :

■ Researched 255 buying needs o f  A laskan businesses
■ Com pleted 93 successful Buyer/Seller m atches with A laskan 

com panies
• Enrolled 311 new  clients

Regarding retum -on-the-slate 's investm ent:
• The slate's $450,^00 is leveraged to bring in over $1.5 million in o ther funds, 

including $1 m illion in federal funds, and $500,000 in contributions by A laska 
businesses a id local com m unities.
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Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the AHFC low income weatherization funding. Cold drafty hom es and 
high heat bills force some elderly or handicapped people out o f  private homes and into 
costly public care facilities. This program funds permanent hom e improvements that 
help these and other low income families with children under the age o f  6 who are most 
at risk in cold living conditions.

Peter Poray
Chairperson, Policy Advisory Committee 
A IIFC Low Income W eatherization Program
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CIVIL SERVICE/FERS ANNUITANTS MILITARY RETIREES
S U R V IV O R S  IN C LU D E D

ALASKA

CONGRESSIONAL NUMBER CSRS MONTHLY GROSS NUMBER DOD MONTHLY GROSS 
DISTRICT ANNUITANTS ANNUITY RETIREES RETIRED PAY

AL 6,114 $10,341,238 7,095 $8,915,000
CD UKN___________________3____________ $4.538_____________ 0______________ $0

TOTAL 6,117 $10,345,776 7,095 $8,915,000

TOTAL CSRS/FERS ANNUITANTS AND DOD RETIREES: 13.212

TOTAL CSRS/FERS AND DOD MONTHLY GROSS: $19,260,776

/  & cP ST) .

AS OF 9/30/97 
NARFE



T h e  Im pact of the R e tirem en t C o m m u n ity  
on the Econom y of A laska

as o f January 1994

Retirement annuities, pensions, etc., mailed to Alaskan addresses:

1. Federal $ 97,000,000
2. Military 82,000,000
3. Social Security 243,000,000
4. SSI (62 years +) 2,000,000
5. State 171,000,000
6. Labor 67,000,000
7, Corporate 1,000,000

Total Retirement Income . $663,000,000

8. Wages & Salary 383,000,000
9. Medicare A & B 234,000,000

10. Veteran Benefits 90,000,000

Total annual dollar income
to retirement community

$1,370,000.000

Notes:
The total amount above does NOT include income from private 
investment, interest, individual tax deferred plans, monies appro­
priated from the Alaska General Fund or income electronically 
deposited into bank accounts out of state and subsequently trans­
ferred into Alaska. The total amount does NOT include income 
from Alaska Permanent Fund Dividends.

Cflndusiimi
i

Using a conservative multiplier of 1.8, the total dollar impact of 
$1,370,00,000 becomes an annual impact of $2,<166,000,000.

Rev 3/91

T h e  I m p a c t  o f  t h e

O l d e r  A l a s k a n

o n  t h e

E c o n o m y  o f  A l a s k a

Information fo r  this 4th study collected and compiled by

O lder Persons A ction G roup, Inc.,
w ith  the c o o v e ra t io n  o f  the

C oalition  of A laska Seniors,V eterans 
and  Retirees

 ̂ Updated to January 1994

Older Persons Action Group, Inc. 
325 E. T h ird  A venue, S u ite  300 

Anchorage, A K  99501



Introduction
This study is intended to provide information needed to foster a healthy 
intcrgcnerational society where all ages arc assured the right to live in 
dignity, with security.

As A laska matures, so does its population. Seniors are a valuable cultural and 
fiscal resource of the State of Alaska. They provide family stability. They 
contribute vast amounts of volunteer hours for the betterment of their 
communities. Moreover, older consumers tend to shop in stores located near 
their residences, patronize local merchants and spend most of their total 
income in the community where they live.

Retirement Community Impact 
on Alaskan Economy

Many people retire from work between the ages of 50 and 60. It is during 
these years that decisions arc made whether to stay in Alaska or move to 
another area. Factors which may influence a decision to move or not include 
climate, housing, individual life styles (including the right to remain in the 
work force), costs and availability of health care, social and recreational 
activities. Given the high cost of living in Alaska, the few who move to this 
state after retirement most often do so to be near their adult children.

Retirement assets are among the most portable ofall assets. Each person who 
moves takes along benefits earned from former employers, Social Security 
payments, annuities and bank account balances. Although the growing 
number of seniors in Alaska is due primarily to persons "aging in place," 
each senior moving to Alaska adds to the gross income of the Alaskan 
economy.

Prior to the introduction of the Longevity Bonus and Property Tax/Renters 
Rebate Programs, most seniors who could do so moved Outside when they 
retired. They sold or rented their home, withdrew checking/savings ac­
counts, took their pensions, Social Security checks and health care benefits, 
bank dividends and other assets and moved out to warmer, less expensive 
climates.

Other states rely on in-migration of seniors to stabilize and balance their 
budgets. Alaska also has that option. But, from 1985-1990, Florida’s 
economy gained over $5 billion from the growth of retirement communities: 
Alaska's economy lost $41 million from retircees who moved out. (Retire­

ment Life. January 1990) Not only docs Alaska lose the financial benefits 
each time an older person moves Outside, Alaska also loses that person's 
expertise, experience and contributions.

A December 1993 study conducted by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Planning Department revealed that most of the seniors surveyed had lived in 
Alaska more than 20 years and had every intention of remaining; but the loss 
of either the Longevity Bonus payment or Property Tax/Renters Rebates 
would cause the majority to reconsider their decisions. Data on page 4 
illustrates that, if even 50 percent of older Alaskans decide to leave Alaska, 
the state economy would decrease by over $500 million annually.

Total FY 1994 State of Alaska funds allocated for senior programs amount 
to $155 million, only 6.5 percent compared to the almost $2.5 billion 
economy generated annually by older Alaskans. These figures include but 
are not limited to Longevity Bonus, Property Tax Exemptions, Renters 
Rebates, Medicaid, Pioneers' Homes and public assitance.

The departure of seniors would also mean the loss of volunteer help which 
is counted as in-kind monetary support by hundreds of non-profit organiza­
tions throughout Alaska. Retirement is a time when people can select 
activities for satisfaction and pleasure. For many that means supporting a 
favorite group, volunteering to share their interests, expertise and talents 
with others. For the town, city or village where older Alaskans live, that 
means volunteer services for hospitals, schools, libraries, museums, visitor 
centers, parks and gardens.

Sources of Income Information
Ihg..dpJlnr_aniounls.listed on page 4 are derived as follows:

* Federal & Military data from a National NARJFE Executive Report 
(9/30/92).

* Social Security and SSI (62+) data from annual federal reports. 
♦State of Alaska in-state payments under PERS, TRS, EPORS, JRS for

FY 1993. (3/18/94 Statistics on Older Alaskans Research Request 
94.136).

‘ Labor & Corporate data aggregated from personnel communications. 
♦Wages & Salary data from Alaska DOL.
♦Medicare & Veteran Benefits data from Social Security documents 
and Veteran pensions, health care outlays and spouses benefits 
annual reports.
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The C ity  o f  C offm an Cove is a sm all com m unity  located  on  the northeastern  shore  o f  
Prince o f  W ales Island. T h e  people o f  this com m unity  have w orked together to  establish  
C offm an C ove as a  viable second class city in  A laska. W e are in th e  m iddle o f  m ak ing  a 
transition  aw ay from  being  a  logg ing  com m unity . W e received  less that one-quarter o f  
1% o f  th e  S tevens D isaster R e lie f  Funds, yet over 9 0%  o f  ou. population  are  effected  by 
the  loss o f  tim b er jobs. W e need  y ou r help  w ith  o u r  transition.

W e have m any  w orthy econom ic d iversification  projects in our com m unity. W ith the 
possib le  cu ts o f  revenue sharing  any  budget appropria tions fo r C offm an  C ove will be 
appreciated.
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To Senate Bill No. 32

Insert:

K etchikan Y outh Facility

A m e n d m e n t

b y

$500,000 G F

In the FY 99 Capital Budget the Facility  received $1.5183 million from the Legislature. 
T he city o f  Ketchikan will request the balance o f the funding ($500,000) from other 
sources. T his would com plete the funding for the K etchikan Youth Facility.



T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  K E T C H I K A N

KETCHIKAN JUVENILE DETENTION 
AND REGIONAL DIAGNOSTIC/TREAT­
MENT CENTER

FUNDING REQUEST

v  REQUESTED $1,200,000

MATCHING/LOCAL $

TOTAL , $1,200,000 - 'j

PROJECT SUMMARY;

Support the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority’s Fiscal Year 15)99-00 budget request of $1.2 million for the 
Ketchikan Regional Juvenile Detention and Diagnostic/Treatment Center.

PROJECT HISTORY/STATUS:

Families of Southern Southeast Alaska, including Ketchikan, Saxman, Metlakatla and communities on Prince of 
Wales Island, recognize the growing problems of dealing with youth at risk. An adolescent from Ketchikan who is 
incarcerated, for example, will be transferred several times between Ketchikan and Juneau before finally being 
admitted to the lohnson Youth Center. Besides increasing the State's costs to handle these youth, the effects on 
the individuals and their families result in a lower quality of rehabilitation.

Several years ago the City of Ketchikan and the State Department of Health and Social Services began exploring 
the unique and innovative concept of integrating youth diagnostic and treatment services with a youth detention 
facility. The goal was two-fold. First, such a center would provide the facilities required to better assess and treat 
youth with mental health issues. Second, the facility would address the fact that up to two-thirds of youth 
incarcerated are the direct result of mental health disorders.

The project has an estimated cost of S3.5 million. Last year the Legislature appropriated $1.5 million as part of the 
State Fiscal Year 1998-99 Capital Budget. The land for the project, which has been donated by the City, is valued 
at $500,000. These funds and property, when added to an earlier appropriation of $300,000 for planning and 
preliminary design, results in available financing of $2.3 million. Recognizing the critical importance of the project, 
the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority has included the $1.2 million balance of funding in its Fiscal Year 1999-00 
budget request to the .Governor, due to fiscal constraints, the , roject was not included in the Governor's proposed 
capital budget.

The City of Ketchikan requests favorable consideration by the Department of Health and Social Services, the 
Administration and the Legislature for the Ketchikan Regional Youth Detention and Diagnostic/Treatment Center 
and restoration of the Alaska Mental Health Trust's $1.2 million funding request. The opportunity to make a real 
difference in the lives of Alaska's youth is within reach. A partnership between the State, the Alaska Mental Health 
Trust Authority and the City will generate the momentum to take this project from concept to reality.

LE Q IS L.A T IV K  D ISTJUCV SEN ATE A HOUSE I



1 A pp ro p ria tio n  General

2 Allocation Ilemi Funds
3 Remodel (HD 40)
4 Southwest Region Schools - 616,9*4 I
5 Weather Protection Project for
6 Four Buildings (ED '19)
7 Copper River - Kenny Lake 4,071,274 4,071,1
I Elementary School Replacement 
9 (ED 35)

10 Lower Yukon-Pilot Station K-12 139,585 I
11 Replacement (ED 36)
12 Northwest Arctic - BuckJand 12,336,141 I2V
13 School Remediation Project Phase
14 II (ED 37)
15 Lower Yukon - Kotlik K-12 *49,928 I
16 Expansion (ED 38)
17 Bering Strait - Golovin School 408,219 ‘
18 Upgrade and Addition (ED 38)
19 Bering Strait - Elim School 458,209 1
20 Upgrade and Addition (ED 38)
21 Southwest Region - Replacement 880,011 I
22 ofTogiak School (ED 39)
23 Pribilof - Remodel and Expansion 240,871
24 ofSL George School (ED 40)
25 . . . . . .  . . . . . . .
26 . . . . . .  Department of Environmental Conservation ******

*« » » » *  . . . . . .
28 Municipal Matchlog Grants Program
29 Cordova Water System 1,090,000 1,090̂
30 Improvements Phase lib (ED 35)
31 . . . . . .  . . . . . .
32 . . . . . .  Department of Fish and Game •*• •**

ea . . . . . .  ..................33   . . . . . .

tic s  CSSB U I(F IN ) an ll(b if  i .p  n a j pfW ShJ 
• Chapter 139 - I l l -

Statewide Facilities Repair. 
Maintenance, and Replacement 
(ED 99)

Appropriation General
Allocations Items Funds

400,000

Department of Health and Social Services . . . . . .

ADA Upgrades - Competitive 
Grants for Trust Beneficiary 
Facilities (ED 99)

Deferred Maintenance -
Competitive Grants for Trust 
Beneficiary Program Facilities 
(ED 99)

Deferred Maintenance, Renewal, 
Replacement and Equipment (ED 99) 

Kenai Health Center (ED 7-9)
Ketchikan Youth Facility (ED 1) 
Matanuska-Susitna Detention and 

Support Facilities, Phase I 
(ED 26-28)

McLaughlin lleot and Ventilation 
Control System (ED 10-25) 

McLaughlin Youth Center 
Detention Unit/Probation OfTices 
(ED 10-25)

100,000

200,000

750,000

1.705.000 
1,518,300
4.100.000

450,000

5,297,000

1 Army Guard Deferred Maintenance, 
Renewal & Replacement (ED 99) 

Youth Corp Facility Repairs and

(Chapter 139

150,000

230,000

100,000

200,000

750,000

1.705.000 
1,518,300
4.100.000

450,000

5,297,000

. . . . . .  Department cf Military and Veterans Affairs ******
. . . . . .  . . . . . .

150,000

230,000

I IC S  C S S B  2 3 l( F I fO  i n  H ( b r r » « p  m s ]  p t l d S ) , S « . U J  
-119-
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H O M E R  S E N I O R  

C I T I Z E N S
Date: M ay 5, 1999

To: Senate Finance Committee

From: Fred L. Lau, Administrator 
H om er Senior Citizens, Inc.
3935 Svcdlund 
Homer, Alaska 99603

I am  testifying on behalf o f  Homer Senior Citizens, Inc. We arc a non-profit corporation 
dedicated to offering programs for senior citizens. Presently we offer adult day care, 
nutrition program s, respite, transportation, assistance, employment, recreation, education, 
independent rental apartm ents and assisted living apartments.

W e respectfully request that your restore the 54,000,000 to SB 32 which we understand 
w as cut from the AH FC Senior Citizens Housing Development Program capital request.

I f  you do not restore these funds, you will have eliminated needed senior citizen housing 
projects for Bristol Bay, W asilla, Upper Susitna, Ketchikan, and Homer along with 
preplanning funds for the whole state. Since the housing shortage for senior citizens 
presently stands at over 1000 units and each o f these projects has shown a genuine and 
pressing need, it is imperative that the entire 54,000,000 be restored.

In H om er’s case, we presently have thirty-three (33) individuals on our waiting list for 
independent senior citizen apartments. Homer Senior Citizens, Inc. operates the only 
senior citizen rental housing specifically for seniors. Since the vacancy rate for all types 
o f  rental apartm ents in Homer is very low, seniors have no alternative but to wait for one 
o f  our units to becom e available. The average waiting period at present is two years.

Each o f  the projects requested from the Senior Citizens Housing Development Program is 
sponsored by a non-profit senior group. Once the buildings are constructed or renovated, 
the non-profit assumes the responsibility for maintenance and operation, not the state.

O nce again, we request that you fully fund the AHFC Senior Citizens Housing 
Developm ent Program  request in the amount o f  $4,000,000.

3935 SVEDLUND * HOMER, ALASKA 99603 • (907) 235-7655 • FAX (907) 235-3739
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K ^ e p  6 . ( ^ 0  ts m P L o y e z z s , E V e - u y  ^ e e ]T iy ^ T A tR :Q . R erP . A M o  /v /feu j a k i m P o fo X n s e ' 
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T e s t i f i e r C ^ ' * '
SuMgl^^UM&^r UhtfloCAgJAl̂ ------------------------------

S 1 0icned:

R epresenting (Optional) n
cO fn P ,  'P o d J& ?  f L  f l u c l i .  A K

Address

Phone No.

>>fk * i * i * »• •>• •  m * *

10 ' J  08199ieZ06 'ON XVH Oil flSLVW Wd 00:21 Q3H 66-SO-AVH!



R e m a rk s  o f  R o n a ld  L. R ick e tts  to  th e  S e n a te  F in a n c e  C o m m itte e  o n  M ay 5, 1999

Re: CIP for the Division o f  Geological and Geophysical Surveys -  Department 
o f  Natural Resources -  request for $500,000 funding for airborne geophysical 
mapping program.

My n a m e  is Ron Ricketts and  I am  Executive D irector of Fa irbanks 
Industrial D ev e lopm en t Corporation an d  a  m e m b e r  of th e  A laska Miners 
A ssociation.

I know th a t this is not a  good  time to b e  ask ing  for a  b u d g e t  increase . But if 
e v e r  a  c a s e  can  b e  m a d e  in support of an  in c re a se ,  th is is it.

I am  sp e ak in g  of increasing  funding for th e  CIP e a rm a rk e d  to pay  for 
a irborne geophysica l m apping  in th e  Division of G eological & G eophysical 
S u rv ey s  (DG G S). T h e  G overnor p ro p o sed  $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  for this program . The 
am o u n t n e e d s  to b e  doubled . H ere ’s  why.

T h ere  is no doub t tha t A laska n e e d s  to diversify its econom y, given the 
curren t s ta te  of th e  petro leum  industry. Hard rock gold mining g o e s  a  long 
w ay tow ard  filling this n eed . The r e a s o n ?  H ard rock mining provides a 
subs tan tia l  in c re a se  to th e  local tax b a se ,  c rea ting  n ew  re v e n u e s  for local 
g o v ern m en t. It a lso  c r e a te s  a  significant n u m b e r  of high paid, y e a r  a round 
jo b s  -  which s tu d ie s  sh o w  provide a  n e t benefit to th e  com munity.

S ince  1994 th e  Legislature h a s  funded  D G G S  for a  p rogram  of airborne 
m apping , d e s ig n e d  to help m iners b e tte r  u n d e rs ta n d  w h e re  to look for ore  
b o d ies  in their  exploration work. That this work h a s  b e e n  su ccessfu l in 
attracting new  investm en t to A laska is illustrated by th e  fact tha t (in 1998) 
$ 1 0 0  exploration dollars w ere  sp e n t  in th e  s ta te  for e a c h  $1 sp e n t  in the  
m apping  p rogram . While this work w a s  initially perfo rm ed  in th e  Interior, it 
h a s  now  s p re a d  into o th e r  m ineralized a r e a s  of th e  s ta te ,  with m apping 
having b e e n  carried  out in both th e  s o u th e a s te rn  a n d  sou thcen tra l  regions 
of th e  s ta te  in th e  p a s t  few years .

If w e a g re e  tha t this p rogram  is beneficial to o u r  long-term  econom y, why 
c a n ’t w e g e t  by with th e  $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 ?  B e c a u s e  th e  fixed c o s ts  of helicopter 
flying a re  high -  w e  m ust u se  a  sh ip  tha t is m uch  b igger  than  o thers  in 
o rd e r  to carry  th e  n e c e s s a ry  instrum entation . Not only that, but th e  y ea r  
after an  a r e a  is flown th e  d a ta  m ust be  g ro u n d  tru thed  -  further increasing



th e  cost.  T h u s , it c o s ts  m ore to fly -- $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  is barely  en o u g h  to g e t the  
job  d o n e  a n d  justify th e  cost.

Certainly  w e  m ust trim the budget, but, p le a s e  not a t  th e  e x p e n s e  of 
p ro g ra m s  which bring jobs, investm en t a n d  re v e n u e  to our s ta te .  I know 
th a t in th e  p a s t  th e  Legislature h a s  b e e n  a  s trong  su p p o r te r  of this program . 
Let’s  d o  w h a t  is n e c e s s a ry  to m ak e  it h a p p e n  again .

Ronald L. Ricketts 
Executive Director
Fairbanks Industrial D evelopm ent Corporation 
515  S ev en th  Avenue, Suite 320 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Phone: 907-452-2195 
Fax: 907-451-9534 
Email: f idc@ polarne tcom
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A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the — n  r

c o m m itte e  on
bill/suoject

committee name

S B 3 2  d a ted  S  _ £ ------- £ 2 2 .

R ationale for phones:
1. Pay for the w orker to drive the distance to the office at $20 plus an hour or pay a cell 

bill
2. Safety:
A ) W orkers are working w ith the sam e population as the Troopers with no protection no 

7 ^  gun/vest/anest, back up. They are rem oving children from dangerous situations who
m ay need medical attention

B ) W orkers are going to the most rem ote sites in all kinds o f  weather
C) Expedience: M any clients do not have phones and it is expedient to make the calls to 

set services up at the tim e o f  the visit.

Vehicles:
1 vehicle in our office for 9 w orkers and an SSA who may need to use it.
Only vehicle this office has for transporting a possible 155 children (95 cases) This does 
not cover any investigation or em ergency rem ovals only those cases already identified as 
at risk.
A lready paying hundreds o f  dollars a month for milage.
Personal and State liability. Policy states you may not transport children in your vehicle 
but if  you are stuck you will.

•icned :
Testifier

—| «< 1 A— -------------------------------
Representing (Optional)7.fJ r. F A k

Address7/r-/7.v
Phone No.

> Ki î fCMUiion C llict
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A laska  State Leg is la ture

P le a s e  e n te r  into the  reco rd  m y testimony to th e  — 11 * •* *  £ ± . 2
committee namg

committee on  _________ A j£L&-- —  , d a ted  —— E ----5
CiU/Bubieci

T o  whom it may concern;
O ver the past year I  have consulted with Tim Sullivan at the M at-Su Borough SBDC.
This consultation was invaluable as it pertained to our business plan and the subsequent 
financing o f  our proposed start-up business W e have received financing commitments for 
over a million dollars due to  detailed and sound planning, and this is w here the SBDC was 
very helpful. This said, w ith my current knowledge o f  the challenges involved in getting a 
new  business started, I  can’t say enough about the important roll the SBDC has in the 
future o f  Alaska. M oreover, with the Alaska economy being adversely effected by the 
depressed oil industry; ( particularly the M at-Su area) now more than ever do we need to  
support grow th in the small business sector.

Please realize that funding for the SBDC is an investment in the foundation o f  a healthy 
and diversified economy, which is paramount to  A laska’s future.

Sincerely;
Jim Blue

#i:ys/JZZ *""*1
flep rw edfang  (Optional) /  '

■ £ . 7 t ? r  A f c ,  9 9 < ( 0 3

$ } q t )  e z s r - s r s ' /  j w - s r j y  / f t
Phone No.

^ o r n

P .  05

P. 01

i

0 4 / 0 7 / 9 9  1 4 : 2 2 TX/RX NO.0610 P . 0 0 2
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A laska State Legislature

P lease enter into the record my testimony to the >■»*+<
com m ittee nam e

J \ .  . icomm ittee on , 3 u J g ^  , dated E  H  ' P ? * ?
bill/subject

vfi <K Sr^cJU ? a u r r ^ , J w j  / f t *  S c M u ^ S

W  Kk̂  « * * *  7 6  ^

‘S fir o jO u ^  S O ^ o  “ H U * 0 * t  o t j m J  .

( I  ^  ^  CU^  J k ^ c !

a ^ M ,  ~  T n ’

- p » W ~ » , , J  * ~ J  - * "  - U ta “ '  "  ~  P " ^ * '  ^

0 ^  U J ^ 6

y ^ j

Signed
T e s t i f ie r  (s  C ( p r t n i ' J

jn n & U L G r.q  C u z J l SY - 1  T f t - t / b  t fL s n t  
R epresen ting  (Options!) ^

TLO . & O X .. J V O ^ . I D  / r b o S & j Q  j £ / s

Address

y"?#.? ) jf& • syxeu
Phone No,
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A laska  State Leg is la tu re

ploasn enter into the record my tesVmCrty vo the —: L £ J 1 £ l ~£--------

P 01

committee name

co m m ittee  on .  . ^  u .c f i  —   dated — 1 — £ 1  4 1 2 - 1 --------------------,
tjff.ysucject

I T  / / * W £  b e t - f \ r CL d i c / v T  C - f  7 ' 1 L / ’

V l ^ 1 " ' 5 u  Q> D  C '  £> « t  y - e a . / Z .

< W  A e W e  - ^ O U ^ J l .  f ' K f e . j * & u
^  '*00  ■/"”/£. <■> £  / 1 /  L

- /  • 1 c  ] t s j A - e / L -  5 7 it'y*-'

l k e y  M>/e- k e e n . ,  * . l , y ” /^/7  r « u e .  , e e A .  *  b -l f  h t ( r  r 0  ^

/->y tx./\lU ahe r A e _ i > {  5 - e £ t j ' i C ^

& . r * v

Signed: --------'  ‘ *p< n .‘‘< e  <5 /y < u z j
'k fg itte , T f n  ni-J '  1

i f C f T X  / L ^ f e .  S ^ o a L ^ - r i . ^ . f -  ______
R ep resen tin g  (Optional) . n

Z W  \P = 4 > H ^  A k  2 S M - A -
A ddross

.,  ^ Q % - J 5 lf -  9 1 0 1   ______________________

P hone No.

 ̂ ii »*»



M A Y - 0 5 - 9 9  WED 0 5 : 0 6  PM
flflV-Ub 99 WED C 2 :17 PM llflfl SBDC HNCHOE.RCh FflX NO, 907 274 9524

A laska  State Legis la ture

P lease enter into the record my testimony to the —  -  —
committee name

com m ittee o n  ---------------dated --------- -------------------- H Z I
bill/subject

J )

Signed: — ^  ---------
^ s t i f i e r  Z P 7 / j C p n s i O

Representing (Optional) < o  ,
y l o  L  / v p i  fe U * *  " f f M A

A d d ress \  _  y
6 a 7 -  ^ < T -

Phone No.

P. 0 2
P. 01

I
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A laska State Legislature

P lease enter into the record my testimony to the n  a . I 1  i c e
committee name

com m ittee on X  ^     • dated    - ---------S??*) f
biii/sutjject

? H ? t£

Signed: . t  /J r s y s o p s ' S c j ^ y
Testifier C &  t " t  /> i ‘J

A / / j4  < it'/ / / ?  £ / * £ _      .______ ,
Representing (Optional)

P t i f i o x  g r7  J0 s /* * * *  / z / # t
Address

1 2 L  - t2 £ A — _ _ _ _ _
Phone No. i
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A laska  State Legisla ture

P lease enter into (he record my testimony lo the ~
committee name

committee o n  ------------------  da’. c d ------ *£------5---------——
bin/subject

^d tm eno /i'.j Jl(X/j-e / t e n ,  /lrO iu  m p n ia /u s - f .

d t i l d  J l d a t  U o J i t / d  / / /  i W t w A u

Z r f a . l '  f ) O M € 2^ l/ if i j j J c u ! cp  '

n

s ;igned:
X»stifi'er

A o I K I — B z Chq.,.:..

tU L u u d —  U n i r d
( p  r  i n 1-J

Representing (Optional) n

S k  ( p n x ; / /r <  / I k  . 9 3 ^ ^
Address

\U * u  ( 4 d  ?  A  ----------------------
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P lea se  enter into the record my testimony to the
n  vi a h  C i t

c o m m i t t e e  on    , dated
W.'i'/rT,

committee name

bill/subject

To whom it m ay concern May 5 ,1999

I just heard that funding for the SBDC is being cancelled. I ’ve been using the ' 
SBDC for the past year, taking their seminars, using their fantastic resource library, 
and counseling with Tim Sullivan. My goal is to open a retail store in Wasilla. The ’ 
SBDC has been a wonderful resource for me, the people are always friendly and 
helpful. Please don’t let this wonderful program end.

Sincerely,

Nancy Broach
PO Box 878689 
Wasilla, AK 99687

Representing (Optional)

A d d re ss

P h o n e  No.
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A la ska  S tate L e g is la tu re

Please emor into the record my testimony to the -  _'LgL K.^ .!j: i l l *  AA f  ̂
committee name

committee on . 3 ? u  ^  ^  — , dated . J?_ *9 9 *) . ,
bill/subject

^  A / / W  T h / s  /( '/< ? o

/  A s  / 4 l  o f y  \ J A j q Z /  / ^ U S / S i e  x j ~

^  / ? P o "  ccz . / > ?  e y ^ / C v y  - f y  / ^ y D u / T 1'  S

/ /€&< f? /  s ? y  fyc.r'C-. * "fAc- A tf/fiT yA S li. y & / / ^  Ia /<2-—
/>n J  A / / y  7 % a y £ j >  -&  ^  f t # / )

t f / D z  C jrsszr? ^  2 / s #  A-< <1.S) ’<*yhyQ  s~<!) </£& yy> 2>o <?
L  'T ^ /e /r r /s ia fy ^ jj d /A -s ^ y s '/%a/es?t4cd

£<?- At-/'l /  c. s c L ,i/ J Cy/£ sfyy j  "3~s v-b/ r /7

b ^e L sq  l ^ y ^ y  A i h ' / O ? '3 e / u
€- / r)y?sesfy<£.>0 e_ -£*“ 'AAi a / /  fjes'S' Ae-/
t f f e - C o / f o y m  C ^ c A I f i f r z / S j /  k / ^ / A ,  Z / A * / . * *  / t c .
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A laska  State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the ^  «* * r e  
committee name

committee on —--  dated —-Jl 5 - —" •
bill/subject 

''72T b u lio w i  #*y 'y y iy y  C o n eeA /V )

O u / t ~  $ s  / ̂ * ~ f  t o t? h r i u xi x$L^gTt

■ S + ftiz i-e c l j  A 'f i r -  /  w tv r s /t*  f  Sy /By

> S ( 3 0 t j  <yj f l - a  ) V I £ T '- '£ lk e Z t* - e # ^  M C ' f i & d  / ' f *

d<£ <L fc* otJUcAjuA/* ?VM̂ <Vvi4 (

w a J ^  A t f A c U 't  4 * £ 4 ^  o o & tA c /

f \  /t> f~  t \ 5 s  u ?_s if *̂**<5

I r t t i *  r t v .  ^  J i e e c /  A c  e a „ r iZ u * .

^  b  5  'S e .£ i/ < % . e A  h e  f y  A A r t i e r -  A 'L c .

AAca i* J  i AUt. /*£ \ c ^ V a ^ 0 , . >

/ f  h* 6 *  t o t H c i c £  ^ / } < Z

Signed:
Testifier / ' / /P| V

^  f l l * s k *  ... — --------
Representing (Optional) . j .

P . n  / W  f i - ? 3 3 « P < r  i d / ? & > . « »  f l J L 3 & g 7
Address

k U k z m Z     _____________________
Phone No.
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A laska State Legislature

P lease enter into the record my testimony to the — — A  - I——
corr.rr.ltiee name

co m m itte e  o n  ---------  dated  £ --- 5 H I  -
bill/subject

/ }  U i e / z o #  * 'k e .  s / 2 / D C  f y / A c  H e

4 * * ,  A  # 4 /  ^

/ f a c t  W f i A f s r / r f  f t l / f i i / t b  b  *

/ j $  & L A 0J- i ^ e e ^ /  U ( ? y  h e  f y  A b /  r < - v  t f v & l

T  a * *  A # r  t l ^  ^  / M M f e  f y u ;

or,'gned: ? r f i c U f /  y  & / ) /u u fo c  
~~ ( - P 11

s i  A r t  A
Representing (Optional) , . *

P - D .  Z c-k l  ^ 3 3 ^ - . / j O A d / * f m ^ U & - J

Address

s n t - y m  ___________________

Phone No. e ^ w ’f
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A laska State Legislature

Pleas? enter into the record my testimony to the S t f  H. ’A '\ vva h c ti

com m ittee on

committee name 

U  ^  H    dated A  ^^90
bill/subject

J A jU t h { ^  * P ' / b - y

/A ew ^J J h y y y /A ' Z& jUaJ  //AAtiu*A<t^ ZImJLj  

A k )  ( f y - y y  'PAj6 u a^

6 U * J y J tz A ' A i M r u ^ J 'y 4 ^  p u A j  j A & f c  d d L *  y jy V  ? £ & y

igned: . J J /(y jp fifa x J
Testifier ^  s p r i n t ) **

/ A t T b y f a J , (A------------------------------------------------------------- ---------
Representing (Optional)

A n. a k rs /Js  ,/h * .7 ? 6 £ 7 —
Address
< ?/)7. J S - ' f .  Q 3 S 7   _______

Phono No.
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/ 5 J 7  S .  Z i i A ^ i t r J s /  ^ s y ~
Addrc^a
A ! m e r ,  / ? / T  y « T - 7 ^
Phone No.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the .. L-f .£ .committee name
committee on .— 3   c a t s d --------- £ ------£ - ------ £Z iL 3 _ ^ .

fcill/subjact

y f f y  , l u < A & z 'i jd )a * z j!  < J

J t u .  Z . S . A C .  •
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A laska  State Leg is la ture

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

committee on —
bill/subject

, dated

S t?  vi 7y \ v* a >»•_ f 1

committee name 

{? - r  /7  9<i

c J . ^ x Z L  d ^ f

L zA l. 7 b  

S / 6  S  G ste - •

' b v U u * ^ , .  Z U Z lU , t n c t  « * -

< b y  S ± S 2 S

,2 s ilJ c  JLu

S ig n e d : ^ ,7 ) * lS L x ^ j /  /) u /e £ b s 4  L _ ' j £ / i c . £ - t 4 / Q b
H ey  ~  C f ' r t  /\ O

. 3 t a . c l . i b s  _____"
Representing (Ontlonsl)

^ < 2 ,  / 5 f l /
Address

^  ^ 7 ^  - - s ^ r
Phones "No.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please eniEr into the record my te3&rcny :o the

k i „ . <

5 c a k i t  f  i n a i* c ti

com/nliice on
till/cocic-o;

committee name 

, d a :* d  £  j l !  ' 2 J L t _

When I was contemplating opening a Pharmacy in Eagle River, Tim and the people at the Mat- 
Su Small Business Development Center were a great resource ibr information and were a great 
help in pointing me in the right direction, and lotting me know* the pitfalh uud benefits o f owning 

. my own business.

We have utilised their classes (hook keeping, Computer, employee taxes etc) and have found 
then to be most useful.

[ feel that for someone looking to go into business for themselves che Small Business 
Development center can be a great help and that it is an organization that has merit.

Thank you.

Signed: „ 5 - J ^ k c iA  S t f W h A j t - :

^  i D irXMA,f ( Y I /VYrwsc-Cj _____
Riprflsantic^ (Optionei) D

In  fo- QlvA Sm U  fo v*r
Aidre-sa LT

h  " l o o n
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A laska State Legis la ture

Please enter inlo the record my testimony to the -  n ?—committee name
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WASILLA AREA SENIORS, INC,
1301 CENTURY  C IR C LE  

W A S IL LA , ALASKA  99654 
PH O NE 907 376-3104 FAX  907 373-5170

May 5,1999

Senator Lyda Green 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senator Green:

I Hatched the televised coverage of the Senate Finance Committee agency impacts 
tills morning concerning SB 32. AHFC testified to the impacts of the cut in Senior 
Housing Development Grants. I understand a public hearing is scheduled tonight,
h o w e v e r  I  h a v e  m a y  n u t  b e  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d ,  s o  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  o f f e r  m y  c o m m e n t s  i n

writing for that public hearing.

There was much discussion about leveraging and as I have pointed out to you 
previously our project is leveraged 2-1 for every state dollar requested from this 
grant source. We have committed to and locked up 5900,000 in Low Income 
Housing Tax Credits, wliich will be sold to private investors. We have an additional 
SI million in loans. The Senior Housing Development Grant we are requesting is 
for 51.1 million.

There was also discussion about the number of housing units cut statewide. The 
number given to the committee was 57 senior housing units. Our project comprises 
26 of these units. The total AHFC Senior Housing Development Budget request was 
a little over $4 million. Our project is about 50% of the units but only 25% of the 
budget request. Our project is 100% senior housing and we strive to keep our per 
unit cost within the current guidelines.

My last point is this Is a very important program for the seniors of the State. As you 
urc uwurc the seniors urc the fastest growing segment of our current population. 
Baby boomers are just around the comer. Currently wc arc not able to keep up 
with the demand for low-income senior housing. We Lave a waiting list of over 80 
seniors for these 26 units. It is important that this program continue since it is a key 
component to putting together the funding for a senior housing project. The rents 
must be at affordable levels for the seniors on fixed incomes. These grants allow the 
mortgage loans to be low enough to accomplish low rents. Most seniors have one 
common goal and that Is to continue living Independently In a secure environment 
like we offer here at our Senior Campus.



L ette r SB 32 Public C om m ents, M ay 5 ,1999, page 2:

In closing I would request the Senior Housing Development Giants be restored to 
the capital budget. If cuts are required I would request they be made in the priority 
order of the projects requested to be ftmded. When we applied for these funds to 
AHFC under the GOALS Program the requests were equally rated and scored on a 
point system. This point system determined the priority position on the funding 
request list. We worked hard to score well and included extras Kkc a job training 
programs in our project, and to document the need for the project

Thank you for your time and consideration of my request.

Tim Anderson

Tim Andtrton

Executive Director



M a . y - 0 4 - 3 3  1 2 : 2 7 P  W a s i l l a  A r e a  S e n i o r ' s 3 0 7  3 7 3  5 1 7 0 P  . O l

P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e
Mat-Su Legislative Information Office (LIO)

600 E Railroad Ave.. Suite 1 • Wasilla, AK 99654 • Phone:376-3704 Fax:376-6180

This form MUST be completely filled o u t You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO. 

F r o m  Please PRINT the information below.
• M! Mi Mi*

x ._
Fuji rram»

LofS ffl UHrwn* . ., ./flue HA Jr S' IH

I MJ'.-IQ aaa/eu
P.b &o%

l\p CP0t

'.tsscace I lire at) tf dJfvtm fror* mwbng oocfcess: PAt/vieA /IK-yoa.: *ne icicpfioot fluntw

\$<n) 7
Group atf/tanon (i! applicable;

U)ASjT
0«i«

S'H-<W
To: Put a Vin the appropriate box(es). This form m ust be signed by the sender!

Committees House members Senate members
H o r S Austerman (aus) Kepsner (kap) Adams (adi)

1 Community & Regional Affairs (era) Barnes (bar) Kcmplen (kom) Donley (don)

’I V " ’Finance (fin) Berkowilz (ber) Kentuia (ker) Ellis (ell)
Health, Ed., & Social Services (hes) Brice (brl) Kohnng (koh) Elton (elt)
Judiciary (jud) Bunde (bun) Kooketh (kos) Green (gre)

1 Labor & Commerce (l&c) Cissna (cis) Kott (kot) Halford (hal)

1 Resources (res) Coshill (cog) Masek (mas) Hoffman (hot)

• 1 Rules (its) Cowdery (coy) Morgan (mor) Kelly. P. (kep)

1 State Affairs (sta) Croft (cro) Moses (mos) Kelly, T (ket)

1 Transportation (tra) Davies (dav) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)

1 Other. Davis (dag) Murkowski (mur) Lincoln (tin)
i Other- Oyson (dys) Ogan (oga) Mackie (mak)

Foster (fos) Phillips, G (phg) Miller (mil)

“ 1

Caucuses 
Anchorage (age;

-----
Green (gm) 
Gmssendorf (grs)

Porter (por) 
Rokeberg (rok)

Parnell (par) 
Pearce (pea)

Bush(bus) Halcro (hac) Sanders (san) Phillips, R. (phi)
Fairbanks/lnienor (int) Hams (har) Smalley (sml) Taylor (tay)
Matsu (mat) Hudson (hud) Themauil ((hr) Torgerson (lor)IT' Majority (mj'r) 
Minority (mnr)

James (iim) 
Joulo (Jou)

Whitaker (whi) 
Williams (wil)

Ward (war) 
Wilken (wik)

S u b je c t :  Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject.
HB or SB Bill number

and check one
Support
Oppose
Amend

OR enter a general Subject q
(LIO staff may modify)

Your PRINTED m essage cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.M e s s a g e :

X C vVTY\*iC- Tv, £
..... ^y.VvO.S___ R ^ oiA TV? 10

^  vVP \TC\ & U'DCrT.T .
Uift^LUft T ^ l i - P fcb ^ c r

J. ' ' - JO 'D o rs
rv \^ « IVrtrvJ \‘tu 5 .I^ S -- ...

Xv.f P fa s ^ C T
' 30% ro I

\ k)\Tv pav\/(\TE ... j l T
j ' BttJO

VT r i«viT*\*OTC\ /m l iml TXe- " .
S v im c .ito T

io



M a y - 0 4 - 9 9  ] 2 : 2 7 P  W a s i l l a  A r e a  S e n i o r ' s  9 0 7  3 7 3  5 1 7 0

P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e

P .  0 2

Mat-Su Legislative Information Office (LIO)
600 E Railroad Ave., Suite 1 • Wasilla, AK 99654 • Phone. 376-3704 Fax:376-6180

This form MUST be completely filled ou t You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO. 

F r o m :  Please PRINT the information below.
. \u Mri f»*l f»T>«

m s  shall "<9 -
Uitnjm* . Jr S' in

i / %  £<?x ?9&SS~
« “ ra aeitur fsweeij asacu n QTTtrtot f/om mfrltog mmi«ii bp code

. ja.t me ieiepfton« nyfn&JT Group affiliation (it *ppt>cabta)

/M e ?
Dete

TO: r u t  a Vin the appropriate box(es). 7
This form m ust be signed by the sender I

Committees House members Senate members
H orS Austerman (aus) Kapsner (kap) Adzm s (ada)

1 Community & R egional Affairs (era) Barnes (bar) Kemplcn (kem) Donley (don)
’Finance (fin) Berkowilz (ber) Kerttula (ker) Ellis (ell)

1 Health. Ed .& Social Services (hes) Brice (bri) Kohring (koh) Elton (elt)
Judiciary (jud) Bunde (bun) Kookesh (kos) G reen (gre)

1 Labor 4 Com m erce (14c) Clssna (cis) Kott (kot) Hatford (hal)

1 R esources (res) Coghill (cog) M asek (mas) Hoffman (hof)

1 Rules (rls) Cowdery (coy) Morgan (mor) Kelly. P. (kep)

1 State Affairs (sis) Croft (cro) M oses (mos) Kelly. T  (ket)

1 Transportation (tra) Davies (dav) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)

1 O ther Davis (dag) Murkowski (mur) Lincoln (tin)

i Other- Dyson (dys) O gan (oga) Mackie (ntak)
Foster (fos) Phillips, G. (phg) Miller (mil)

C a u c u s e s Green (grn) Porter (por) Parnell (par)
Anchorage (age) G rutw ndorf (grs) Rokaberg (rok) Pearce  (pea)

Bush (bus) Halcro (hac) Sanders (san) Phillips, R (phi)

Fairbanks/Intenor (in!) Harris (har) Smalley (sml) Taylor (tay)

Matsu (mat) Hudson (hud) Thernauti (thr) Torgerson (lor)

- 1
Majority (mjr) 
Mmonty (mnr)

Jam es (jam) 
Joule (jou)

W hitaker (whi) 
Williams (wll)

Ward (war) 
Wilken (wlk)

S u b je c t :  Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
MB o r  SB Bill number Support

and check  one; Oppose OR tutor a genera/ Subject
Amend (LIO stall may modify)

f a  j s s a g e :

M u t .

Your PRINTED m essage cannot exceed SO words or contain any vulgar language.

X C \)T Y \* JC - T V  b

\ ^ C U S ItOCV D  f e v J c L o P fW f r v ? o f A

f t  v io c r c .T  . E s  V c f i f X H - T V b s c
15

p o f c

T V \  \
* 20 

O fcC -S

fW «TRx T V rvO P *£ £ >0 \U f .. 5 f j L ^ .n v v -

I V e P  .T t f  c r \ S __________
'  JO
Qv TO I

\ k )\TVn . \ r P R o J V & a  "

3 *3  <?*><=» , - i V - o
40

0*5 PTCLfthtW.

\ T C* cjvjT ^ O T C S
t T

£ Q f lK ,W i T v e  "

______ - l i E L ? ^ m a w T
btj



M a y - 0 4 - 9 9  1 2 : 2 7 P  W a s i l l a  A r e a  S e n i o r s 9 0 7  3 7 3  5 1 7 0 P . 0 3

P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e
Mat-Su Legislative Information Office (LIO)

600 E Railroad Ave.. Suite 1 • Wasilla, AK 99654 • Phone:376-3704 Fax:376-6180

This form MUST be completely tilled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO. 

F r o  m : Please PRINT the information below.
----------1*’* '• MS Mt/WIH ertintrpt .

0 *  < V / A  T '  i-) r\
Ml '■'"XT' .  -x

z *  1 1

Ji .S< u

i Mai: ng aon'ttt

i / 3  t h  C5-e> C ^ i i r r ' V  (U s )  c A p J^ M  I  i / ft  <? ,  1J3  J J y  6  s  ■ I I
Zip coot

• -'fS 09fKf fttffVW «f Onetml from ma.lnfl MOlU* Zip COIN

. Da.f me lejeoroo# number Group affiliation (if app4cablv)

X K m * 4

DU*

T o: Put a V In the appropriate box (os). This form m ust be signed by the senderl

Committees House members Senate members

H o r  S Austerman (aus) Kapsner (kap) ~ Adams (ada)

1 1 Community & RegionalAffairt (era) Barnes (bar) Kemplen (kem) Donley (don)
'Finance (fin) Berkowiu (ber) Kerttula (ker) Ellis (ell)

1 Health. E d . & Social Services (hes) Brice (bri) i Kohring (koh) Elton (elt)

1 Judicial (jud) Bunde (bun) Kookesh (kos) Green (gra)

1 Labor« 'ommerce (ISc) Cisina (crs) Kott (kot) Halford (hal)

1 Resources (res) Coghril (cog) Masek (mas) Hoffman (hof)
i Rules (ils) Cowdery (ccy) Morgan (mor) Kelly, P. (kep)

1 State Affairs (sta) Croft (cro) Moses tmos) Kelly, T (ket)

1 Transpoitat.on (tra) Davies (dav) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)

1 Oiher Davis (dag) Murkowski (mur) Lincoln (lin)

l Other Dyson (dys) Ogan (oga) Mackle (mak)
Foster (fos) Phillips, G (phg) Miller (mill

Caucuses Green (grn) Porter (par) Parnell (par)
Anchorage (age) Grussendorf (grs) Rokeberg (rok) Pearce (pea)
Bush (bus) Malcro (hac) Sanders (san) Phillips, R (phi)
Fairbanks/interior (int) Harris (har) Smalley (sml) Taylor (lay)
Matnu (mat) Hudson (hud) Thernault (thr) Torgerson (tor)
Maionty (mjr) 
Minority (mnr)

James (jam) 
Joule O'ou)

Whitaker (whi) 
Williams (wit)

Ward (war) 
Wilken (wlk)

S u b je c t :  Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject
HB o r SB BiS number

and check one:
Support
Oppose
Ar..end

OR enter a general Subject _ t _  p.
( U O  s t a f f  m a y  m o d i f y ) :

Your PRINTED m essage cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.M e s s a g e :

X riPPo.se: .CvlTntsiC- T V b
YVcu D fe\)rljsP(VA)T R?a«A. - TV?
^ {VP Pv ̂ 'OCrrT - .

TV\< Oocs
rvu-rc« IV rw l .... __ j.o \l\t

IV e P ^ .^ C T t-Jv Q ' JO*1 no [
\/v)>Tvv ^RAV/fyrt: vT pRovW i “

, ■ fV 'o
40

CD Pr<tftT\(IVsL.
\T C rtVi7̂ .\̂ v) TC\ ____

_̂ 45T vv f
.. _ e-eyoTfrt) ^OJc- ^ m c x t i s r .

50



M a . y - 0 4 - 3 9  1 2 : 2 8 P  W a s i l l a  A r e a  S e n i o r ' s 3 0 7  3 7 3  5 1 7 0 P  . 0 4

P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e
Mat-Su Legislative nfermation Office (LIO)

600 E Railroad Ave.. Suite 1 - Wasilla, AK 99654 * Phone; 376-3704 Fa*: 376-6180

This form MUST be completely filled_ out. You may phono, fax, or deliver your POM to any UO. 

F r o m : Please PRINT the information below.
• Ml N»f Mri

; r x K  <-J
F nt name M1

D O R o T H y  f t
Lf»i name /

/ 9 £ e y
Jr Sr. in

* .'/*i..‘<9Sddr**» . 
\ * 0 * 6 w  8 7  X  4 7 b  1 0 & S I L L & . AK

2ipC«0*

* (street! ao&t*t t oattrtnt from meifmg mq'iii Zjpcoot

. Ita.'Tte teieonoo* nunow

m n  m m
G/ouo •AMliOJI (* »0D»C»N»L A Oil#

T o : P u t a  Yin th e  a p p ro p ria te  h ox(es). This form m ust b e signed fry the sender!

Committees House members Senate members

H o r  S Austerman (aus) Kapsner (kap) Adams (ada)
1 Community & Regional Affairs (era) Barnes (bar) Kemplen (kem) Donley (don)

V ' V ' 'Finance (fin) SerkowiU: (ber) Kerttula (kor) Ellis (ell)

1 Health, Ed . & Social Services (hes) Brice (bn) Kohring (koh) Ellon (elt)

! Judiciary (Jud) Bunde (bun) Kockesh (kos) Green (gre)

1 Labor 4 Commerce (l&c) Cissna (els) Kott (kot) Halford (hal)

i Resources (res) Coghill (cog) Masek (mas) Hoffman (hof)
i Rules (its) Cowdery (coy) Morgan (mor) Kolly. P (kep)

1 State Affai's (sle) Croft (cro) Moses (mos) Kelly. T (ket)

i Transportation (tra) Davies (dav) Mulder (mul) Leman (lem)

I Other □avis (dag) Mvrkowski (mur) Lincoln (lin)
i Other- Dyson (dys) Ogan (oga) Mackie (mak)

Foster (fos) Phillips, G (phg) Miller (mil)
Caucuses Green (grn) Poitar (por) Parnell (par)

Anchorage (age) Grussendorf (grs) Rokebarg (rok) Pearce (pea)
Bush (bus) Halcro (hac) Sanders (san) Phillips, R (phi)
Fairbanks/Interior (int) Harris (har) Smalley (sml) Taylor (lay)
Matsu (mat) Hudson (hud) Themault (thr) Torgerson (lor)

- j
Majority (mjr) 
Minority (mnr)

James (jam) 
Joule (jou)

Whitaker (whi) 
Williams (wil)

Ward (war) 
Wilken (wlk)

S u b je c t :  Fill out the boxes below OR enter a Subject.
rIB o r  SB Bill number

and check one.
Support
Oppose
Amend

OR enter a general Subject — _ ___  ^
  (LI0 staff may modify) \ i i \ v T Y ^ ,

Your PRINTED m essage cannot exceed SO words or contain any vulgar language.M e s s a g e :

X C vVTTl^C- Tv\£
UcuSlvOCV ft EAJrloPfwvoT P / V O S T h ?  10
^  (VPNTifc. PsU'OCrr.T . E s P c r r ^ lf t l T v ,b \ (

15
P o f c

P f i z e r _______

_  ill
O o r -S

fy \erR « "TV\P^i P 'Q jD lh flf * S f  V\)\ im ^ \4m iSlih lb-.

P
' 30

,. r o A -
\ivhT V \ \T P R o v A O h  ”

0CT\0*\
40

w  pr«f=xTidU,

VT f  rsvn^V^JTCI t-A *K :rJk . T\er 1so



M a y -  0 4  - 9 9  1 2  : 2 8 P  W a s i l l a  A r e a  S e n i o r ' s 3 0 7  3 7 3  5 1 7 0 P . 0 5

P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  M e s s a g e
Mat-Su Legislative Information Office (LIO)

600 E Railroad Ave.. Suite 1 * Wasilla, AK 99654 • Phone:376-3704 Fax:376-6180

This form MUST be completely filled out. You may phone, fax, or deliver your POM to any LIO. 

F r o  m : Please PRINT the information below.
77,I Ml NV Mu

\fl7XS
J#Hm

A . T w s r ie
Jr , 5< , IU

1 M̂»>yivJ aaoreyy.• V /
s g o / s ' A /) /C,

9 -fx t  «uim) it d«
(£/uc/ o y

y«nl Horn mmi\ng HATll ,
/J / s/o'-t-' /' (?/? </

. j J.' 'Me leHrjmone3%- 3/£></ Group affiliation (rf *W<*o*l Ota

T o : Put a  Vin the appropriate box(es). This form m ust be signed by the sender!
House membersCommittees

H or S Austerman (aus) Kapsner (kap)
1 Community & RegionalAffairs (era) Barnes (bar) Kemplen (kem)

’Finance (fin) Berkowltt (ber) Kerttula (ker)

1 Heallh. Ed..« Social Services (hes) Brice (brl) Kohring (koh)

1 Judiciary (jud) Bunde (bun) Kookesh (kos)

1 Labor A Commerce (14c) Cissna (cis) Kott (kot)
1 Resources (res) Coghill (cog) Masek (mas)
i Rules (fit) Cowdery (coy) Morgan (mor)

1 State Affairs (sta) Croft (cro) Moses (mos)

1 Transportation (tra) Davies (dav) Mulder (mul)

1 Other. Davis (dag) Murkowski (mur)

i Other Dyson (dys) Ogan (oga)
Foster (fo*) Phillips, G. (phg)

Caucuses Green (gm) Porter (por)
Anchorage (age) Grussendorf (grs) Rokeberg (rok)
Bush(bus) Helcro (hac) Sanders (san)
FairOanks/lrtlenor (int) Harris (har) Smalley (sml)
Matsu (mat) Hudson (hud) Thernaull (thr)

------
Majority (mjr) 
Minority (mni)

James (jam) 
Joule (jou)

Whitaker (whi) 
Williams (wil)

S.gnat? member*)"
Adams (ada) 
Donley (don) 
Ellis (ail)
Elton (elt)
Green (grn) 
Halford (ha!) 
Hoffman (hof) 
Kelly, P (kep) 
Kelly, T (ket) 
Leman (tern) 
Lincoln (lie) 
Maekie (mak)

Parnell (par)

S u b j e c t :  Fill out the boxes below OR en ter a  S u b je c t
HB o r SB Bill number Support

and check one. Oppose OR errfer a genera/ Subjacr
Amend (LIO staff may modify)

/I; 3 s s a g e :

W VTftV . & v iO U T .

Your PRINTED m essage cannot exceed 50 words or contain any vulgar language.

X . CAiTTUJCL
\\oU<SltOCy ft fe\Jfljoprv\e«oT t-' U W/O ̂ R?arA...

ft VA-OCrCX . EsPcr\f\l!vH TVt=>̂
15

.... pis? . .1 20 
CtorS

fY\CTR* ~\\\rwJ ... ^ YAum \ ~i . ...
Ptf .Ci .-TfcrCT LojT

'' in)
— —1-------

\iO\TV pA Wi)S . _ __ iX _ _ _ PRoOVDO ”
CXn-VY<?CiCTl̂ .\ , - fV ]o

40
C* PCRftTtdvĴ .
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. -V U -r ^ r y  ,  £<■--*£ *& £& * c/ t w w / 7  ̂  f<’S j Jr 7 /'

V- ^  ■

^  %  y /z £ ,a ^ ^  ^  - ‘7 * ^ -

•■/y . 7 7

SIGNED : ^  8 L * ^ ^ X _______________________________________________________________

Representing /

i t l O s f a a s # '  O i e * ^ f i x  A  4  '):) 7 t 9 6 B o
Address/Phone Number /X - > ~ A
_ ; ( y 0 7 ) > / 7 ? -



R em arks o f Ronald L. R icketts to  the  Senate F inance Com m ittee on May 5, 1999

Re: CIP for the Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys -  Department 
of Natural Resources -  request for $500,000 funding for airborne geophysical 
mapping program.

My name is Ron Ricketts and I am Executive Director of Fairbanks 
Industrial Development Corporation and a member of the Alaska Miners 
Association.

I know that this is not a good time to be asking for a budget increase. But if 
ever a case can be made in support of an increase, this is it.

I am speaking of increasing funding for the CIP earmarked to pay for 
airborne geophysical mapping in the Division of Geological & Geophysical 
Surveys (DGGS). The Governor proposed $250,000 for this program. The 
amount needs to be doubled. Here’s why.

There is no doubt that Alaska needs to diversify its economy, given the 
current state of the petroleum industry. Hard rock gold mining goes a long 
way toward filling this need. The reason? Hard rock mining provides a 
substantial increase to the local tax base, creating new revenues for local 
government. It also creates a significant number of high paid, year around 
jobs -  which studies show provide a net benefit to the- community.

Since 1994 the Legislature has funded DGGS for a program of airborne 
mapping, designed to help miners better understand where to look for ore 
bodies in their exploration work. That this work has been successful in 
attracting new investment to Alaska is illustrated by the fact that (in 1998) 
$100 exploration dollars were spent in the state for each $1 spent in the 
mapping program. While this work was initially performed in the Interior, it 
has now spread into other mineralized areas of the state, with mapping 
having been carried out in both the southeastern and southcentral regions 
of the state in the past few years.

If we agree that this program is beneficial to our long-term economy, why 
can’t we get by with the $250,000? Because the fixed costs of helicopter 
flying are high -  we must use a ship that is much bigger than others in 
order to carry the necessary instrumentation. Not only that, but the year 
after an area is flown the data must be ground truthed -  further increasing



the cost. Thus, it costs more to fly -  $500,000 is barely enough to get the 
job done and justify the cost.

Certainly we must trim the budget, but, please not at the expense of 
programs which bring jobs, investment and revenue to our state. I know 
that in the past the Legislature has been a strong supporter of this program. 
Let’s do what is necessary to make it happen again.

Ronald L. Ricketts 
Executive Director
Fairbanks Industrial Development Corporation 
515 Seventh Avenue, Suite 320 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Phone: 907^52-2195 
Fax: 907-451-9534 
Email: fidc@polarnet.com

mailto:fidc@polarnet.com
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THANK YOU FOR TAKING TIME FROM YOUR HECTIC 

SCHEDULES TO LISTEN TO MYSELF AND OTHERS TELL WHV OUR 

PROJECTS ARE DESERVING OF A PART OF THE LIMITED FUNDS

AVAILABLE. I RECOGNIZE THE DIFFICULT POSITION EACH OF 

YOU FIND YOURSELF SINCE EVERY PROJECT IS NEAR AND DEAR 

TO SOMEONE’S HEART.

THE PROJECT NEAR AND DEAR TO ME IS THE HUTCHISON 

CAREER CENTER IN FAIRBANKS. FOR AT LEAST 7-10 YEARS THE 

CITIZENS OF COMMUNITIES SERVED BY THE FAIRBANKS NORTH 

STAR BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT HAVE PLANNED, PLOTTED 

AND WORKED TO MAKE HUTCH A FOUR YEAR STAND ALONE 

VOCATIONAL/TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL. COMMUNITY LEADERS, 

BUSINESSMEN AND WOMEN, EDUCATORS AND PARENTS HAVE 

WORKED DILIGENTLY FOR MORE THAN THREE YEARS WITH THE 

SCHOOL DISTRICT, THE NORTH STAR BOROUGH AND THE 

TANANA VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 

ALASKA-FAIRBANKS TO GET TO WHERE WE ARE TODAY - READY 

TO MAKE IT HAPPEN.

A KEY PIECE OF THE PLAN IS THE SEVEN MILLION DOLLARS 

FOR TVCC’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE PROJECT. THE FUNDS



WOULD ENABLE THE PLANNING AND DESIGN WORK TO 

CONTINUE, AND ALLOW SOME OF THE RENOVATION TO BEGIN-- 

EVEN AS WE PREPARE TO GO TO THE PEOPLE FOR THEIR 

APPROVAL OF A FOURTEEN MILLION DOLLAR BOND PACKAGE TO 

COMPLETE THE PROJECT.

NOT FUNDING TVCC’S REQUEST COULD CAUSE THE 

HUTCHISON PROJECT TO COME TO A HALT FOR AN ADDITIONAL 

YEAR.

WHY DOES THIS PROJECT MERIT ATTENTION OVER OTHER 

PROJECTS? IT IS SUPPORTED BY A VAST MAJORITY OF CITIZENS 

IN OUR COMMUNITY. IT’S A PROJECT THAT HELPS DEVELOPE 

ALASKA’S MOST IMPORTANT RESOURCE -  IT PEOPLE. STUDENTS 

WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND THE “NEW HUTCH” WILL BE 

PREPARED FOR VOCATIONAL AND TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE TO 

HELP SECURE THE ECONOMIC FUTURE OF ALASKA. THEY WILL 

BE THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO PLAN, DESIGN AND MAINTAIN 

THE CAPITAL PROJECTS YOU FUND. THEY ARE THE MEN AND 

WOMEN WHO WILL PROVIDE SERVICES TO THOSE USING THE 

ROADS AND HIGHWAYS OF ALASKA. THEY WILL BE THE MEN 

AND WOMEN WHO ASSURE ALASKA’S FUTURE WELL INTO THE



NEXT CENTURY. I ’M ASKING YOU TO CONSIDER PRIORITIES. 

WHILE OTHER PROJECTS YOU ARE CONSIDERING ARE 

IMPORTANT. ARE THEY MORE IMPORTANT THAN PREPARING 

ALASKANS TO FILL THE TECHNICAL JOBS THAT WELL BE 

ALASKA’S FUTURE? ARE THEY ANY MORE IMPORTANT THAN 

PREPARING YOUNG ALASKANS FOR A FUTURE WHERE 

EDUCATION AND TECHNOLOGY ARE VITAL TO EVERYONE’S 

HEALTH, SAFETY, COMFORT AND ECONOMIC STABILITY?

1 HOPE YOU CAN FIND A WAY TO FUND THE NEEDS OF 

TOMORROW -- TODAY. AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR THIS 

OPPORTUNITY.

J ;
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Some o f Alaska’s finest actors are plying their talent as they dance around the halls o f Juneau 
Holding a straight face as they pretend to reduce budget and spending.

Nothing else will explain so many straight faces as they gleeliilly fence over 15-20 million dollar 
budget adjustments, instead o f reductions in spending. W ien the reality is they should be making 
150- 200 million yearly REDUCTIONS not merely shuffling from one source to another.

No where is more intrigue and talent displayed than in the clever antics o f keeping offstage and 
out o f sight, any discussion or view of the Fat, Waste, and uncalled for 5.2 Billion spending on 
programs that constitute the difference in 2.3 Billion in play and 7.5 Billion in actual spending.

Apparently these programs are too sacred for we, the unwashed, to view or discuss?

Certainly there was no mention o f these items in Governor Knowls highly touted invitation that 
all Alaskans take part in Budget process. His invitation was somewhat lire being in the game 
with only half a deck. However in our case we were given even less than half the cards.

As I am only allowed to inspect one third o f the problem I am forced to conclude that 150 
Million dollars could be cut from budget and nobody would notice except a few bureaucrats 
Possibly some might notice less intrusion into there lives.

It is not a “rainy day” when government is growing and in frill bloom.

Cheers,

H a ro ld  A Jackson
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• Testipiony to the Alaska Statc.LegLslaturo Senate Finance Committee .
•RE: SB147 "An Act relating to local contributions under the village safc.water program; in d ‘

* providing for an-effective date." * ’ •’ • V  . . - ‘ * '
' . . .* - "  " . V ,  • .• . • * I , * , • , , *

April 2 1,19 9 9  .* ‘ . ' '  . . '  '

. Hello, my rwne Is Tina Lohg, Coordlnator for the Rural AlasVa Sanitation Cealifioh. ,Ttoday, I  will be 
. • testifying on behalf of the Alaska Native Health Board and the Rural Alaska Sanftation'Coalition ''

• '• and. as anindividual who has.worked'with ruroleammiihtiies 0nd residents for most of .my adult life. •
. - ’ . Both the Alaska Native Health Hoard and the .Rural Alaska Sanitation Coalition are members of the

Governor’s Council on Rural.Sanitation. ’ . 1 "  ‘ '.
• r • ‘ •* “V

The Alfjska Nat.ive Health Board'(ANHB),is a non-profit organisation established in 196 R for the 
,, ■’ purpose > f  "promoting this spiritual, physical; mental,.social;and cultural welf-being and pride of • . 

Alaska Native People,"-and. is a legally established statewide organisation' representing V  iska; 
Natives on publlc.health’pOlicy issues, , ' t!

' Since 199?. ,the Alaska.Native Health Board-adopted as. its legislative priority the-improvement of- 
safe.water and sanitation 'strvices'ln- rural villages of,Alaska and has consistently Identified rural, 
sanitation as one of its highest public health priorities, •• . 4.

.' '  ’ ‘ ’ • ' *' ' • ;
, The Rural Akska. Sanit'atlon Coalition was conceived.and-created from the Alaska Native Health 
f Board's concern for improving Alaska's rural sanitation conditions. * •

■* * \  t J  • * * » ' *  * * • * • * S
. The mission of the1 Rural ^laska.Sanifation Coalition is to prlng abouT positive, long term change In ‘ 

the Substandard water, stiver, and solid waste conditions existing in Alaska villages, ,

• The'Rural Alaska 5chitaTion Coalition is a.group of rural sanitation techniglans and:village residents 
from every region of the .state who collectively discuss .water,'sewer; and solid waste Issues and , . 
develop • Solutions by workipg'through and improving’.‘existing pr proposed1 federal and'state

. m echan ism s. '' *; ‘ -
* * * • •• ' • . . • ",
.' The Rural'Alaska Sanitation Coalition is recognized os'an adyacate for the continuing Improvement

.■ "of rural water and ievYec and sanitation, facilities and programs. •
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Testimony re: SB147 "An Act relating to local contributions under the village safe -water 
program; and providing for an effective date."
Alaska Native Health Board/Rural Alaska Sanitation Coalition

The Rural Alaska Sanitation Coalition ha* actively participated In the development of the Governor's 
Council on Rural Sanitation Rural Saltation 2005 Action Plan and is Identified within that 
document To assist In federol and state agency's development of each year's village sanitation 
construction projects’ baseline performance criteria ond priority list guidelines.

The Alaska Native Health Board and the Rural Alaska Sanitation Coalition oppose Senate Bill 147 
which would require local contributions under the Village Safe Wafer Program, for the following 
reasons:

• The overall purpose of constructing water and sewer facilities IS to Improve the public health of 
the rommunltles,

• Alaskans living in rural communities throughout the state have substandard and Inadequate 
water and sewer facilities, This lack or standard facilities force* many rural Alaskans to drink 
untreated or Inadequately treated water from ponds, creek*, or river*, and it results in buckets 
being used for toilets and outhouses being used for restrooms. Under these circumstance*, the 
same water sources often become Indirectly contaminated by leaching sewage and children can 
become directly exposed to raw sewage pooling near their home*. Thi* undermine* every 
attempt to improve the public health of rural Alaska and create* an acceptance of on-going and 
potentially life-threatening di*eases.

• The availability of safe drinking water and sanitary sewer facilities Is vital to good health, lack 
of water and exposure to human waste leads to high risk of poor hygiene and widespread 
Incidence of slckne**es like hepatitis, food poisoning, dysentery, ond other diarrhea Illnesses 
caused by other bacterial and ylrol agents,

• I t  is unclear why this Legislation has been proposed in the first place and whaf the purpose of 
the match would be. I f  passed, however, it will Have a devastating Impact on village economies, 
Poor cammmities are those with the highest need, Communities can not afford the match 
requirement, A community with a $1,3 million much needed water and sewer project would have 
to come up with a $65,000 match, This particular piece of legislation would result in unfair 
treatment for communities who were unable to provide a match, This would disenfranchise poor 
communities,

• Additionally, documentation for both the community as well as the Village Safe Water program 
would an accounting nightmare, And, there Is a great potential for subjectivity being used to 
guollfy matching contributions,

• Burdens placed upon rural commur.fties are already hard, especially with the likelihood of other 
5tate funding being reduced. Communities are already partnering with State and Federal 
agencies to get their projects accomplished. They are already putting their time and expense* 
and available resources In projects. They alreody have the significant burden for operating and 
mointolning the system* once constructed.

• 71 Village 5cfe Water Projects are ready to go and would be significantly delayed, reduced, or 
eliminated if Senate Bill ;47 posse* and takes affect July 1 , 1999, Additionally, this bill puts 
$20 million in FY2O00 Federal Sanitation project funding at risk,

"The Alaska Native Health Board and the Rural Alatka Sanitation Coalition urge the committee to 
oppose the passage of SB 147.
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