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2/16/00Revision Date/Time__________________________
Title An Act increasing the eligible maximum
amount for quality school grant funding for school districts
Sponsor Rules_________________________
Requester Governor_______________________
Expenditures/Revenues ___________________

STATE O F  ALASKA
2000 L E G ISL A T IV E  SESSION

B IL L  NO. SB  244

Dept. Affected 
'BRU

Education & Early Dev.
K-12 Support

Component Foundation Program

Component No. 
(Thousands of Dollars)

141

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

»

7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7.552.3 7,552.3

TOTAL OPERATING 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I I  I I
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health

7,552.3 7.552.3 7,552.3 7.552.3 7.552.3 7,552.3

Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL 7.552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) 
POSITIONS

cost: 0.0

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: ( A t t a c h  a s e p a r a t e  p a g e  it n e c e s s a r y )

This legislation will increase the quality school grant funding under AS 14.17.480(a) from $16 per adjusted 
ADM to $52. The estimated increase of $7,552,300 is included in the Department of Education & Early 
Development’s FY2001 budget in the Foundation Program. School districts need to apply for quality 
school grant funding. Applications must demonstrate that the school district will use quality school grant 
funding to assist students in meeting Alaska's academic standards in reading, writing, and math.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by 
Agency

Eddy Jeans, School Finance Manag
Education Support Services
Richard S. Cross, Commissioner
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Date/Time 2/16/00 
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR

Department of Education & Early Development

Office of the Commissioner
r e c e i v e d

February 18,2000
FEB 2 2 2000

Senate Finance 
Committee

The Honorable Sean Parnell, Co-Chair 
Senate Finance 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 518 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Parnell:

I would like to request a hearing in the Senate Finance Committee for SB 244, the 
Governor's bill to provide school districts with more resources through the Quality 
Schools Grant.

The Quality Schools Grant is a component of the foundation funding formula, the 
program used to distribute funds to school districts for the operation of schools. School 
districts apply for the Quality Schools Grant and are required by the Department of 
Education & Early Development to do four things in order to receive the funds:
1) adopt State Performance Standards in reading, writing, and math;
2) identify students not meeting standards at benchmark levels;
3) design intervention strategies for those students;
4) and present professional development plans.

Every school district has a different strategy for making sure students meet standards 
and are equipped to pass the benchmark exams and graduation qualifying exam. We 
request more funds for districts to implement necessary programs. One district may 
choose to spend these funds on after school reading programs, while another funds a 
summer program. We argue new innovative programs that work will require new  
resources.

The grant is currently set in statute at $16 per adjusted average daily membership. This 
bill increases that amount to $52. Since the formula saved $19.9 million in FY 2001, we 
are asking to reinvest that savings back in classrooms.

Thank you for your attention to this issue and I urge that you hear this bill promptly.

Sincerely,

Richard S. Cross
Commissioner ■ v.. ' ; "if • • . .i, k - V" I..', j Oij; n.'f<r,v
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ALASKA IN THE NEWS
February 2, 2000 00034

KNOWLES BEEFS UP EFFORTS TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR EXIT EXAM 
New Legislation Increases School Grant Funding from $16 to $52 Per Student

J U N E A U -D u r in g  a v is it to  a s o p h o m o re  g lo b a l s tud ies  c lass a t Ju n e a u -D o u g la s  H igh  S ch o o l today, 
G ov. T o n y  K n o w le s  o u tlined  p ro posed  le g is la tio n  th a t w ou ld  he lp  finance  sch o o l d is tr ic t e ffo rts  to 
deve lop  and m a in ta in  q u a lity  sch o o ls  and  m ake  su re  s tu d e n ts  a re  ge tting  the  a ca d e m ic  too ls  th e y  
need to  succeed .

T he  bill, sen t to  Leg is la tu re  today, w o u ld  in c re a se  the m ax im um  e lig ib le  a m o u n t o f  g ra n ts  to  schoo l 
d is tric ts . In 1998, the L e g is la tu re  e s ta b lishe d  q u a lity  schoo l g ran ts  as a co m p o n e n t o f  pub .ic  schoo l 
fund ing . T h e  e lig ib le  a m o u n t w as  se t a t $16  pe r ad jus ted  ave rage  d a ily  m e m b e rsh ip . T h is  bill 
inc reases tha t a m o u n t to  $52.

T h e  p roposed  increase , re co m m e n d e d  by  the S ta te  B oard  o f E duca tion  and  E arly  D e ve lo p m e n t, is 
poss ib le  beca u se  schoo l d is tr ic t e n ro llm e n t p ro jec tions  a re  dow n fo r  next yea r, sa v in g  th e  s ta te  abou l 
$19 .9  m illion . T h e  cos t o f K n o w le s ' p roposa l is $7 .6  m illion.

" If the  Le g is la tu re  ap p ro ve s  th is  b ill, th e se  add itiona l do lla rs  w ill go  fo r  one  im p o rta n t ta s k  -  to  he lp  
im prove  s tu d e n t pe rfo rm a n ce ," K now les  to ld  s tuden ts . "The  m oney can  be used a t a n y  g ra d e  leve l, 
bu t I e xp e c t schoo l d is tr ic ts  w ill pu t spec ia l em p h a s is  on h igh  schoo l. W ith  the  Q u a lify in g  E xam  
com ing  up in M arch  and  the  firs t s co re s  d u e  back  nex t S ep tem ber, the re  is extra  in te re s t in  he lp ing  
you  get the  ass is ta n ce  you need to pass  the  tes t."

K now les sa id  th e  s ta te  has a re sp o n s ib ility  to  im prove  s tu d e n t pe rfo rm a n ce  and  p ro v id e  them  a 
p asspo rt to  a b righ t, su cce ss fu l fu tu re . By p rov id ing  the add itiona l su p p o rt as  a g ran t, A la ska n s  can  
be assu red  the  m o n e y  w ill go  to su p p o rt the  im p lem en ta tion  o f the  Q u a lity  S ch o o ls  In itia tive , 
includi. th e  h igh  schoo l g ra d u a tio n  q u a lify in g  exam ina tion , ins tead  o f be ing  a b so rbed  in sa la ries , 
bu ild ing  m a in tenance , o r adm in is tra tio n .

"A ll A laska  fa m ilie s  a re  con ce rn e d  w h e th e r th e ir ch ild ren  a re  m ee ting  the n e w  h igh  s ta te  a c a d e m ic  
s tandards  in read ing , w riting , and  m a th ," K now les  added . "M ost schoo l d is tr ic ts  a re  tak ing  
e x tra o rd ina ry  s te p s  to  p repa re  th e ir s tu d e n ts  to  m eet these  s tandards . T he  in c re a se d  g ra n t fun d in g  
w ill a llow  a qu a lify in g  d is tr ic t to  ake  c re a tive  m easu res  to p repare  its s tuden ts , schoo ls , and  
com m un itie s  to  w o rk  tow a rd  su cce ss  on  the  exa m in a tio n ."

# #

Contact:
Bob K ing, P ress  S ecre ta ry , (907 ) 4 6 5 -3 9 9 5

C la ire  R icha rdson , D epu ty  P ress  S e c re ta ry , (907 ) 465 -3996
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February 2. 2000

Th e  Honorable  Brian Porter 
Speaker o f  the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capito l 
Juneau. A K  99801 - 1182

Dear Speaker Porter:

A s  part o f  the state's Quality Schoo ls  Initiative, we have a responsibility to im prove 
student perform ance and provide them a passport to a bright, successful future. O ne was 
to a ccom plish  this is to help finance school district efforts to develop and maintain 
quality schools and make sure students are getting the academ ic tools they need to 
succeed. T o  assist in this statewide effort. I am transmitting this bill to increase the 
m axim um  eligible amount o f  grants to school districts.

In 1998 the legislature established quality school grants as a com ponent o f  pub lic school 
funding. Th e  eligible amount was set at S16 per adjusted average daily m em bership.
Th is  bill increases that amount to S52. Th is  increase, recom m ended by the state Board o f  
Ed uca tion  and Early  Developm ent, is possible because school district enrollment 
projections are dow n for next year, saving the state about S I 9.9 m illion .

Th e  Departm ent o f  Education  and Early Development is recom m ending  that additional 
m oney be provided to school districts in the form o f  grants, rather than increasing the 
amount o f  the base student allocation. By  providing the additional support as a grant. 
A laskans can be assured the money w ill go to support the im plem entation o f  the quality 
schools initiative, includ ing  the high school graduation qualify ing examination, instead o f 
being absorbed in salaries, build ing maintenance, or administration.

A ll  A laska families are concerned, vhether their children are meeting the new high state 
academ ic standards in reading, writing, and math. M ost school districts are taking 
extraordinary steps to prepare their students to meet these standards. Y e t some 
administrators w onder what im pact the high school graduation qua lify ing  examination



Th e  Honorable  Brian  Porter 
February 2. 2000 
Page 2

w ill have on their ability to deliver a quality program to their students. The  increased 
grant funding  w ill allow  a qualifying district to take creative measures to prepare its 
students, schools, and com m unities to work toward success on the examination.

I urge your prom pt and favorable action on this bill.

Sincerely.

Governor



Revision Date/Time__________________ 2/16/00_________ Dept. Affected___ Education & Early Dev.
' Title An-Act increasing the eligible maximum________ BRU K-12 Support____________

F I S C A L N O T E

STA TE O F  ALASKA B IL L  NO. SB 244
2000 L E G ISL A T IV E  SESSIO N

amount for quality school grant funding for school districts______ Component Foundation Program
Sponsor Rules_______________________________  _______________
Requester Governor Component No. 141
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars]
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 7.552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 7.552.3 7.552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Soecifv Tvoe)

TOTAL 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3 7,552.3

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost: 0,0
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Th is  le g is la tio n  w ill in c re a se  the  q u a lity  sch o o l g ran t fun d in g  u n d e r AS  1 4 .1 7 .4 8 0 (a ) from  S16 p e r a d ju s te d  
A D M  to S52. T h e  e s lim a te d  in c re a se  o f 5 7 ,5 5 2 ,3 0 0  is in c luded  in the D e p a rtm e n t o f  E d u ca tio n  & E a rly  

D e v e lo p m e n t’s FY2001 b u d g e t in the  F o u n d a tio n  P rog ram . S ch o o l d is tr ic ts  n e e d  to a p p ly  fo r q u a lity  

schoo l g ra n t fu n d in g . A p p lica tio n s  m u s t d e m o n s tra te  tha t the sch o o l d is tr ic t w ill u se  q u a lity  schoo l g ra n t 

fu nd ing  to a s s is t s tu d e n ts  in m e e tin g  A la s k a 's  a ca d e m ic  s ta n d a rd s  in re a d in g , w rit in g , and m ath .

Prepared by: Eddy Jeans. School Finance Manage/________   Phone__465-8679_______
Division Education Support Services / J Date/Time 2/16/00__________
Approved by Richard S. Cross, Commissioner / — 1____  Date 2/16/00_______
Agency _____ 7

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Leaislalive Office

(R*v IO/9G)2000tnromudj/OMB Page__1__Of __ 1.



Alaska Department of Education & Early Development 
Projected FY2001 Quality Schools Grants
Projected allocations based on increase from $16 to $52 per adjusted ADM & additional $7,552,258 million

School District

Current law at $16 per Adi. ADM 
Projected FY2001 Projected Quality 

Adiusted ADM Schools Grant

Adjusted ADM 
$36

Total
$52

Per Adiusted ADM
Alaska Gateway 1184.48 $18,952 42.641 61.593
Aleutian Realon 346.69 5.547 12.481 18.028
Aleutians East Borouah 959.48 15.352 34.541 49.893
Anchoraae 65782.81 1.052.525 2.368.181 3.420.706
Annette Island 628.3 10.053 22.619 32.672
Berina Strait 5465.17 87.443 196.746 284.189
Bristol Bav Borouah 636.81 10.189 22.925 33.114
Chatham 628.36 10.054 22.621 32.675
Chuaach 309.1 4.946 11.128 16.074
CoDDer River 1431.31 22.901 51.527 74.428
Cordova 850 13.600 30.600 44.200
Craia 730.12 11.682 26.284 37.966
Delta/Greelv 1635.57 26.169 58.881 85.050
Denali Borouah 795.01 12.720 28.620 41.340
Dillinaham 1153.84 18.461 41.538 59.999
Fairbanks North Star Borouah 22318.76 357,100 803.475 1.160.575
Galena 3369.81 53.917 121.313 175.230
Haines Borouah 719.24 11.508 25.893 37.401
Hoonah 488.8 7.821 17.597 25.418
Hvdabura 243.43 3,895 8.763 12.658
Iditarod Area 1366.96 21.871 49.211 71.082
Juneau Borouah 7784.48 124.552 280.241 404.793
Ka’.e 332.52 5.320 11.971 17.291
Kashunamiut 736.56 11.785 26.516 38.301
Kenai Peninsula Borouah 14957.83 239.325 538.482 777.807
Ketch,.<an Gateway Borouah 3625.32 58,005 130.512 188.517
Klawock 400.89 6.414 14.432 20.846
Kodiak Island Borouah 4581.81 73.309 164.945 238.254
Kusouk 1503.7 24.059 54.133 78.192
Lake & Peninsula Borouah 1759.6 28.154 63.346 91,500
Lower Kuskokwim 10110.84 161.773 363.990 525.763
Lower Yukon 5217.2 83.475 187.819 271,294
Mat-Su Borouah 17540.82 280.653 631.470 912.123
Nenana 899.72 14.396 32.390 46,786
Nome 1443.07 23.089 51.951 75.040
North SloDe Borouah 4993.86 79.902 179.779 259.681
Northwest Arctic Borouah 5759.58 92.153 207.345 299.498
Pelican 95.6 1.530 3.442 4.972
Petersbura 1055.1 16.882 37.984 54.866
Pribilof 487.95 7.807 17.566 25.373
Saint Marv's 396.7 6.347 14.281 20.628
Sitka Borouah 2468.01 39.488 88.848 128.336
Skaawav 305.6 4.890 11.002 15.892
Southeast Island 738.13 11.810 26.573 38.383
Southwest Reaion 2223.7 35,579 80.053 115.632
Tanana 250.3 4.005 9.011 13.016
Unalaska 740.44 11.847 26.656 38.503
Valdez 1445.77 23.132 52,048 75.180
Wranaell 773.89 12,382 27.860 40.242
Yakutat 309.56 4.953 11.144 16.097
Yukon Flats 1292.86 20.686 46.543 67.229
Yukon/Kovukuk 1644.8 26.317 59.213 85.530
Yuoiit 1189.01 19.024 42,804 61.828
Alveska Central School * 1192.352 19.078 42.925 62.003
Mt. Edaecumbe Hiah School 483.28 f i H S  7.732 17.398 25.130

TOTALS: 209.784.90 .. $3,356,559 $7,552,258 $10,908,817

D e c e m b e r  1 5 ,1 9 9 9 p a g e l
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Subject: Letter to Legislators
Date: Fri, 3 Mar 2000 09:04:29 -0900 

From: "Erin & Kevin Knotck" <cjknotck@plialaska.net>
To: <SewardJLIO@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Legislators:

As a parent o f school-aged children! urge you to support SB 244. I am in support o f  
increasing die quality school funding grant from S 16 per child to $52 per child.

The Kenai Peninsula Borough School District is facing a shortfall in its budget. As a result, 
teachers will lose their positions. There has been serious talk above closing our own school, 
THE MOOSE PASS SCHOOL.
Talk has been that the M oose Pass School would be consolidated with the Seward 
Elementary School.

The M oose Pass School serves children in grades K-8. Currently, we have 47 students 
enrolled. The most enrollment this school has ever seen! In an effort to save money, the 
school would be closed. In an effort to save money, we would lose the heart o f  our 
community. Take away our our HEART and our community will have little life left!

As a constituent, I support bills SB 105, 198, and 244. Please help the children o f  Alaska 
and increase all funding for education.

Sincerely,

Erin J. Knotek

tyoc?se / V j  e x '

J j f -  3i> 71/

3/J/00 8:59 AM

mailto:cjknotck@plialaska.net
mailto:SewardJLIO@legis.state.ak.us
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'fco-= .CT 2A< /N A M E : 

Co./Dept./Title: 

Address:____

A  A S  g>

Subject/Bill N o :

Phone: G>~ I ^

Z ip :_______________

Do you wish to testify? v' Y es  No  Respond To  Questions

--------------- Subject/Bill N o : .

Co./Dept./Title: A- Phone:_____________ j r r l .

Address:_____________________________________ Z ip :____________________

Do you wish to testify? Yes No Respond To  Questions

N A M E :
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Co./Dept./Title 

Address:

Subject/Bill No  

Phone:___

Zip:
*

Do you wish to testify?  Yes  No  Respond To  Questions

N A M E :

Co./Dept./Title: 

Aildress:____

Subject/Bill No:

Phone:______

Z ip :________

Do you w ish to testify? Y es  No  Respond To Q uestions
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