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“P A R O LE E  P A Y  P R O G R A M ”

SB 108 requires the Department o f Corrections to charge inmates under the ir 
supervision on probation or parole. In F Y  97, adult probation and parole cost the state 
$8.53 m illio n . Th is legislation calls fo r each inmate on probation or parole to pay three 
dollars and th irty  cents ($3.30) per day to defer the cost o f  the ir supervision. W ith  over 
4600 inmates on probation or parole this legislation could  generate over $5.5 m illion  
dollars per year. The same program w ith juveniles on probation we w ou ld  add an 
additional 1300 payees, generating $ 1 5  m illio n  dollars per year, fo r a total o f  over $7 
m illio n  dollars.

Th is b ill w ould  a llow  fo r the garnishment o f permanent fund d iv idend checks as a 
method o f  co llecting  probation and parole fees. The $3.30 per day fee is rough ly  $100 per 
month o r approxim ately 45 minutes per day at m in im um  wage to reimburse the state for 
crim ina l supervision. For those who are able to pay and chose not to, this legislation calls 
fo r revocation o f  parole. A laska ’ s correctional professionals are not and should not be 
“ collectors” . That is w hy this legislation calls fo r a th ird  party co llection  o f probation and 
parole fees.

W ith  correctional costs skyrocketing in recent years, the notion that offenders 
should contribute to the ir own supervision has gained widespread po litica l and public 
support. Tw en ty three other states now charge fees fo r probation and parole. One 
example is Texas, which funds over ha lf o f  its $90.6 m illio n  d o lla r probation and parole 
program through fees. W h ile  the numbers o f states charging fees is on the increase, the 
idea is not new. In 1846, M ichigan enacted the firs t correctional fee law  in the country. 
U n like  financia l obligations imposed to in flic t punishment (e.g., fines, restoration o f 
v ic t im ’ s losses o r other c iv il obligations), correctional fees are imposed to generate 
revenues fo r correctional programs.

The citizens o f A laska can not be asked to “ foot the b i l l ”  fo r crim ina ls w hile  
things like  medical care fo r the e lderly and education go under-funded. It is tim e that 
crim inals lite ra lly  pay the ir “ debt to society” .
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