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Finance Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 37(FIN)
“An Act relating to restricting sale of cigarettes, to enforcement of certain laws relating to sales of
cigarettes, and to smoking education and cessation programs administered by the Department of

Health and Social Services."

and recommends: Senate Bill:
H"same tide

be replaced witha /L ¢cs O fw /S 3 7 r77*. 1 [ ] new title
House Bill:

[ 1 adopt previous CS [ ] same title
- [ ] technical title
[ ] attached amendment(s) [ ] new SCR*____

[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by

[ 1 further referral to the_ Committee

PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):*

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S):
Department Date  Zero  Hscal Department Date Zero  Hscal
"zNICA T ;1 A

[ 1 APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note sinclude fiscal notes accompanying Governor’s hill



REPORTED OUT OF FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA SFC f BILL NO.

2000 Legislative Session

Revision Pale:__04/15/00 Dept. Affected
Title:  Relating to Smoking Education and Cessation BRU

SCS CS HB 37(JUD)

Health and Social Services

Health Services

Component  Community Health and EMS

Sponsor:_ Rokeberg
1 Component Serial No.

Requester. ~ Senate (FIN)

Eernditures/Revenues ghousandsofDoIIarsj
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY01 FY02 Y03 FY0
Personal Services 0.0
Travel 0.0
Contractual 0.0
Supplies 0.0
Equipment 0.0
Lana & Structures 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES
[CHANGE IN REVENUES [
FUND SOURCE (Thousands ol Dollars)
1002 Federal Recoipls 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0
1004 GF _ 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0
1037 GF/Menlal Health . 0.0
1091 Designated Program Receipls 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate ol any current year (FY99) costs: 0.0
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYS'S (Attach a separate page itnecessary)

FY05

0.0

0.0

Funding for tobacco prevention and control program is appropriated in the operating budget.

Dale:  4/15/00
Phone: 465-2995

Date:  4/15/00

Phone: 465-2828

FY06

0.0

0.0
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

House of Representatives

INTERIM

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
71G WEST -ITH AVENUE. oUITE 6-10
LABOR &COMMERCE COMMITTEE. CHAIRMAN ANCHORAGE. AK 99501
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. MEMBER PHONE: (907) 2G9-0117
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MEMBER FAX. (907)209 0119
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON UTILITY RESTRUCTURING. MEMBER
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT S SESSION:
TOURISM, MEMBER ALASKA STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU. AK 99801-1182

PHONE. (907) -1G5-4968
o-mail: Representative,,.Norman..Rokeberg@ legis.stale.ak.us FAX: (907) AGj-LWO

Representative Norman Rokeberg

Sponsor Statement

SCS CSHB 37 (JUD)

“An Act relating to restricting sale of cigarettes and to smoking
education programs administered by the Department of Health and

Social Services”

SCS CSHB 37 AUTHORIZES: A comprehensive smoking education, tobacco use
prevention and tobacco control program. ENSURES that the tobacco education,
prevention and control programs will be administered by non-Slate contractor(s).
Approximately $816 million in tobacco settlement monies will come to the State of
Alaska. The Alaska Department of Health and Social Services will monitor private
tobacco settlement contracts. This is not intended to add to the State of Alaska
bureaucracy. It also contains provisions to bolster tobacco control enforcement efforts in
Alaska. This legislation was introduced to ensure a fair allocation of the estimated $669
million tobacco settlement monies (subsequently revised to $816 million) that Alaska
will receive under the tobacco settlement.

According to the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance, SMOKING IS THE LEADING
CAUSE OF DEATH IN ALASKA, about 500 Alaskans die every year from
smoking-related ilinesses. Alaska has one of the highest smoking rates in the
country-110,000 smokers-and more than 80 percent of Alaskans who smoke

report that they want to quit. We need to lend a hand to those who want to quit,

and prevent people-our youth, in particular-from starting this potentially deadly

habit.

CSHB37 outlines a comprehensive tobacco control program based on the Center for
Disease Control's guidelines. Similar programs in California and Massachusetts have
y:elded remarkable results: cigarette consumption in California has declined 40% overall,
and smoking in Massachusetts has deceased by 31%. Alaska is long overdue for such a
program. The sooner we implement it, the sooner we can save lives and reduce the costs
to individuals and the State for smoking-related illnesses.


mailto:Rokeberg@legis.stale.ak.us

Additionally, this bill prohibits sales of cigarettes in groups of less than 20, not

in their original packaging, and not properly labeled for sale in the United States. By
strengthening tobacco control enforcement, proscribing sale of “loosies” and by
providing that violation may be either a class B misdemeanor or an unfair trade practice
violation, it helps support the comprehensive tobacco control program.

It is the sponsor's intention, that upon passage of this bill, contractual agreements will be
made with organizations such as the American Lung Assrciation of Alaska, the
American Cancer Society, and the Alaska Native Health Board to implement the
program. The Department of Health and Social Services will be responsible for oversight;
we do not need to contribute to government bureaucracy by burdening the State with

additional programmatic duties.

This bill will be a valuable tool in shaping the future of all Alaskans-whether they
be young or old, smokers or not-by improving their overall health, decreasing
smoking-related medical ccsts, protecting our future generations from the
negative effects of smoking, and even saving lives.

| urge you to support this legislation.

ED3:04/13/00



LEGAL SERVICES

DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol
FAX (907) 465-2029 Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Mail Stop 3101 Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

MEMORANDUM April 13,2000

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary ofSCSCSHB 37(JUD)

TO: Representative Norman Rokeberg

Attn: Tom
. JD i)
FROM: Michael F. Ford £ (-p-.

Legislative Counsel

You have requested a sectional summary of the above-described bill.

As apreliminary matter, note that a sectional summary of a bill should not be considered an
authoritative interpretation of the bill and the bill itself is the best statement of its contents.
If you would like an interpretation of the bill as it may apply to a particular set of

circumstances, please advise.

Section 1 Adds provisions relating to regulation of sale or distribution of cigarettes. Under
Sec. 43.50.400 packaging, importation, labeling and warning restrictions arc imposed on
cigarette sales in this state. UnderSec. 43.50.410 cigarettes manufactured outside the United
States are subject to certain reporting requirements. Sec. 43.50.420 allows the commissioner
of revenue to share information for enforcement purposes. Under Sec. 43.50.430 certain
types of cigarettes are excluded from the provisions of AS 43.50.400 - 43.50.450. Under Sec.

43.50.450 certain terms are defined.

Section 2. Imposes restrictions on retail sales of cigarettes, including packaging and labeling.
Makes a violation of this section both an unfair trade practice and a class B misdemeanor.

Section 3. Requires the Department of Health and Social Services to administer a
comprehensive smoking education, tobacco use prevention, and tobacco control program.

Specifies certain components of the program.

MFF:glc
00-175.¢glc



APR-14-2000 FRI 03:00 PM FAX NO,

EENATE FINANCE
COMMITTEE ,,
Amendment Number:
Bill Nurmber/ " * [~ A 3 7
Sponsor/ 22 ? ~? ~ Date: y / &/fo

Lcgged In By: 1<ts?(=>
AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THE SENATE
TO: SCS CSHB 37(JUD)

1 Page 5, line 5:
2 Delete "more than (BfeArCTDIiMtKmi

3 Insert “one or more orgffIM fIM
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SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
2000 COMMITTEE ACTION

Bill Number; 37
Amendment  =my/
Motion |
Motionbv ¢ ¢ 7=
,Ob%ecnon
Objectionby (/¢ -
Removed
Second Objection by
Committee Member Vote
Senator Dave Donley v ¥
Senator Loren Leman
Senator Al Adams
Senator Gary Wilken '""O/
Senator Pete Kelly YT
Senator Lyda Green X/
Senator Randy Phillips .c/
Co-Chair Sean Parnell o | 7
Co-Chair John Torgerson w
lahy
Yea " 0
Nay 0
Absent 0
MOTION

Votesheet.XLS Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA f BILLNO. SCS CS HB 37(JUD)
2000 Legislative Session
Revision Date:__04/15/00 Dept. Affected  Health and Social Services
Title: Relating to Smoking Education and Cessation BRU Health Services

Component  Community Health and EMS

Component Serial No.

Sponsor: Rokeber%
Requester.  Senate (FIN)

Eernditures/Revenues ghousands of DoIIars[e
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY0L FY02 Y03 FY0 FY05 FY06
Personal Services 0.0
Travel 0.0
Contractual 0.0
Supplies 0.0
Equipment 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0
Grants &Claims 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
[CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
[CHANGE IN REVENUES [
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0
1004 GF _ 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0
1037 GF/Menlal Health _ 0.0
1091 Designated Program Receipts 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY99) costs: 0.0
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYS'S (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Funding for tobacco prevention and control program is appropriated in the operating budget.

Date:  4/15/00
Phone: 465-2995

Date:  4/15/00
Phone:  465-2828

Pago lof1l



SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
2000 COMMITTEE ACTION

Bill Numberi v\t y//3 3 1

Amendmenty fn TO?./ /Let"'
Motionji_ ’
Motionbv g 2 p
Objection |
Obiection byt
Removed
Second Objection by a
Committee Member Vote

Senator Loren Leman
Senator Al Adams
Senator Gary Wilken
Senator Pete Kelly
Senator Lyda Green
Senator Randy Phillips
Senator Dave Donley
Co-Chair Sean Parnell
Co-Chair John Torgerson

Tall :

Yaéay 0

Nay 0

Absent 1 0
MOTIONi A at §

Votesheet.XLS Page 1 of 1



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

House of Representatives

INTERIM:

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:
716 WEST 4TH AVENUE, SUITE 640
LADOR SCOMMERCE COMMITTEE. CHAIRMAN ANCHORAGE. AK 99501
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. MEMBER PHONE: 1907) 2694)117
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. MEMBER FAX: (907) 289-0119
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON UTILITY RESTRUCTURING, MEMBER
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS SESSION:
TOURISM. MEMBER ALASKA STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU. AK 99901*1182

PHONE: (907) <165*4968

o-mail: Reprosenlalive_Norman_Rokeborg@ legis.slale.ak.us FAX: (907) 465*2040

Representative Norman Rokeberg

Many organizations and individuals support the use of tobacco funds for the program outlined
in Mouse Bill 37. The following is a list of those who have sent messages and letters of

support:

American Cancer Society

American Heart Association

American Lung Association

Alaska Native Health Board

Alaska Safety Advisory Council

American Industrial Hygiene Association, Midnight Sun Section
Alaska Academy of Physician Assistants

Alaska Dental Society

Alaska Stale Dental Hygienists’ Association

Rena Anderson, RDM

Alaska Association of Elementary School Principals
Alaska Women’s Resource Center

Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium
Native Village of Gambell

Office of Health Nations

Recovery Center, Ketchikan General Hospital

“ 1-laa Gaaw aat lax-ee” (The Drum Dancers)

Juneau Tobacco Prevention Network

Anchorage School Board

Cordova Public Schools

Alaska Federation of Republican Women

Teens Against Tobacco Use

Judy Downs, RN, Safe and Drug Free Schools

Jane Combs, PHN (for Barrow’s public health nurses and sell)
Dr. Hal Post, UAA, retired

Judith Bendersky, Public Health Educator

Christina Rcaglc

Evelyn Williams

Paul Barrett

My office has also received numerous POMs from individuals favoring the use of tobacco
settlement funds for tobacco control and cessation programs.


mailto:Reprosenlalive_Norman_Rokeborg@legis.slale.ak.us

# ICEIVED

APRO0 4 200 |
Alaska Native
N Health Board
American Heart ﬁbﬂﬁg ICAN
Association.
Fighting Heart Disease Alaska ASSOCIATION?*
and Stroke Affiliate of Alaska

March 30, 2000

The Honorable Representative Norm Rokeberg
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Rokeberg:

Once again, we want to express our appreciation for your continuing commitment to tobacco
control efforts. Since the meeting last Friday, efforts have been made to update statewide
members of the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance regardingHtRfs<f-BiMsS?'9hd developments
since it has been referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee. As you know, the American Lung
Association of Alaska is acting on behalf of the larger coalition and it is essential that we keep the
coalition members apprised of key developments.

It would be difficult to overstate the concern regarding the emergence of the tobacco industry
sponsored language in the work drafts under consideration. As you know, when originally
introduced HB 37 consisted of a six word addition to the authorities of the Department of Health
and Social Services (“including smoking education and cessation programs”). This simple change
would have accomplished the basic objective of ensuring that the department had an affirmative
obligation to address tobacco control while also maintaining flexibility to implement an effective
program that appropriately addresses the needs of both youth and adults.

More recently, provisions in the Senate Judiciary Committee work drafts we have seen have been
taken directly from legislation drafted by Philip Morris that would narrowly focus tobacco control
efforts on youth. Also included were industry recommended provisions that would establish
intentionally cumbersome and needlessly bureaucratic planning provisions that would effectively
cripple tobacco control efforts. This is clearly the industry’s intent, even while they have
managed to “package” this deceit quite cleverly within something with superficial appeal.

Philip Morris’s efforts to cripple effective state tobacco control efforts have emerged in other
states as well and it is not surprising that this should occur in Alaska. Central to this effort is the
company’s claim that they do not market to kids, arc working hard to reduce underage smoking
and have no interest in flic youth market. But they arc lying. No matter what the cigarette
companies may say or do, they know they cannot stay in business unless kids smoke. Adults only
rarely initiate smoking as acknowledged in Philip Morris’ own documents discovered through
litigation: “ Today’s teenager is tomorrow’s potential regular customer, and the overwhelming
majority of smokers begin to smoke while in their teens.” (PM document //1000390803/55).



«

Smoking is nearly always initiated in the teenage years; however, successful efforts to reduce
youth smoking depend upon broad-based comprehensive efforts that address both youth and adult
populations. In fact, ayouth focus can reliably be expected to backfire by positioning tobacco as a

“forbidden fruit” and reinforcing smoking as “only for adults.” This message is routinely
promoted by the tobacco industry with its consistent official comment: “We believe smoking is
an adult decision.” They know that the facts are otherwise and the comment is little more than a

taunt to youth,

Experience in other states has demonstrated that a narrow focus on youth would be agreat
mistake. California has led the way in successful efforts to reduce tobacco use. As reported by the
California Tobacco Education and Research Oversight Committee, a narrow focus on youth is
detrimental to a successful comprehensive program which must also be directed at adults to
promote cessation and include efforts to eliminate exposure of non-smokers to second-hand
smoke (involuntary smoking). The California Department of Health Services states:

“[1]t is tempting to focus tobacco control efforts primarily on youth. However, this is not
the answer... the next generation cannot be ‘saved’ without changing the generations who
have already reached adulthood. Youth smoking will decline when more adults stop
smoking.” (A Modelfor Change: the California Experience in Tobacco Control, October

1998)

With all of these very substantial concerns in mind, we have reviewed the latest working draft of
HB 37 in order to provide some suggestions that we hope will prove useful to you while also
ensuring that tobacco control efforts in A.” ska will not be compromised by the industry’s
subterfuge. Please note that the attached comments are only directed at the tobacco control

program elements of HB 37.

At the same time, we remain skeptical that the tobacco industry will relent in its efforts. Because
of our very serious concerns, we believe that the public health would be better served with no bill
rather than one that undermines the tobacco control program efforts we all recognize as so
important. As was also discussed last Friday, if the industry persists in trying to sabotage HB 37,
we trust that you will withdraw the bill rather than to allow it to proceed any further.

Thank you again for all your hard work on tobacco control issues.

Peggy Spittlcr
Alaska Native Health Board American Heart Association - Alaska Affiliate

Christie Mclnlire
American Cancer Society, American Lung Association of Alaska

Northwest Division

cc. Commissioner Karen Perdue
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Fu_nd_in% a comprehensive, sustained tobacco control program should be the first
priority 10r use of the funds Alaska will receive from the tobacco industry unoer

the national multi-state settlement. Settlement funds should be used to prevent and treat
the tobacco-cauBed disease and death that gave rise to the litigation in the first instance.

The AJaska Tobacco Control Allionce, a statewide coalition of health
organizations, has Identified the Need for§8.2 million as the minimum level ol
fundmg needed for a comprehensive, sustained tobacco control program based ori
national "best practices" guidelines and experience from other highly successful slate
programs such as California and Massachusetts. (The Alaska Tobacco Control Program:
A Plan for the Future, March 1999.) The national Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention recommends a minimum level of funding for Alaska at $8.1 million/year and a
'high end’ recommendation of more than twice that amount.

Alaska is projected to receive about $30 million/year from the settlement over the next
25 years ($816 million). A statewide poll shows strong support among Alaskans for
rlse f){ settlement funds for tobacco control - 84% of Alaskans favoring use of at
east th percent the settlement funds for tobacco control efforts. State tobacco

taxes generate another $47 million per year. !

Funding of $3.2 million/year would amount to investing only about one third of the
State's average annual tobacco settlement payments and roughly one tenth of the
state’s combined annual settlement plus state tobacco taxjrevenue.

Smoking is by far the leading cause of preventable death in the U.S. (420,000
deaths per year) as well as in Alaska. More than 400 Alaskans die each year from
tobacco-related causes. Tobacco-caused disease is espegially high among Alaska
Natives who suffer 23.2% of smoking related deaths, even:while Natives comprise only
16.5% of the state's population. The disproportionate impact of tobacco use on Natives
is due to extremely high rates of tobacco use in the Native population (45.1%).

Even with reduced tobacco use as a result of the increased state tobacco tax, some
14,000 Alaska youth underthe age of 18 alive today will become addicted to and
die from tobacco-causod Ilinesses if efforts are not made to reduce tobacco use.

At least 0ne-third of all cancer deaths are due to cigarette smoking. Respiratory
and cardiovascular diseases account for nearly two thirds of tobacco-caused deaths. 7%
of perinatal deaths (l.e., infants less than 12 months) are due to smoking from causes

Including spontaneous abortion, low birth weight and SIDS1

In Alaska, total Medical expenditures attributable to smoking are estimated at
$154 million per year. The total state and federal tax burden from tobacco-caused
health costs in Alaska are estimated at $70 million per year - a hidden tax of about $320
per household. These costs are 100% preventable.

2/11/0
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(907) 25C-6021
1-800478-7730
FAX (907) 258-6052

AKEELA TREATMENT SERVICES, INC. & oom
LIBRARY (907) 222-5068
ALASKA COUNCIL ON PREVENTION OF ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE www.alaskacouncll.org

4111 MINNESOTA DRIVE « ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503

March 10, 2000

Dear Representative Rokeberg;

As a provider of a continuum of substance abuse services ranging from education to prevention
to treatment, Akeela understands the importance of strong tobacco control programs. Therefore, |
am writing to strongly support not just continued but increased tobacco settlement appropriations
for acomprehensive, sustained tobacco control program. Funding for this program should be the
Legislature’s first priority for the state’s tobacco settlement funds, with a generous balance
available for other important state programs.

In essence, Alaska received settlement funds to reimburse the state’s cost of providing health
related services for people affected tobacco. Imagine the extra funds our state would have if we

used this settlement money to pre iction or to assist With cessatiortﬁmmy
issuesqise. Spending Wrevent disease Idmuch more

mﬁnoney cure disease.

The medical costs for treating tobacco related ilinesses totals $154 million, yet the state’s level of

funding is only $1.6 million. Therefore, Akeela strongly supports the Alaska Tobacco Control

Alliance’s request for $2.8 million to fund tobacco related programs for fiscal year 2001. This

amount should slowly increase to the requested $8.2 million recommended by ATCA and
supported by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

We can help the youth of our state who are not yet addicted to tobacco. Alaskan adults who are
already addicted deserve our help in breaking that addiction. And how appropriate it is to use
tobacco industry money - the money made off of these victims of that industry - to help our
people.

Above all, Alaskans should strive to reduce the suffering inflicted from tobacco-rclated diseases.
Please help your fellow Alaskans achieve that goal.

Sincerely,

Crystal Ross
Prevention Coordinator

Cc; Rep. Con Bunde


http://www.alaskacouncll.org

%

Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium
Administrative Offices 4141 Ambassador Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99508
Telephone: 907-729-1900
Facsimile: 907-729-1901

March 8, 2000

Representative Eldon Mulder
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Mulder:

I am writing in strong support of continued and increased Tobacco Settlement appropriations for a
comprehensive, sustained tobacco control program. Funding the tobacco control program should be the
firstpriority for use of these funds. The Legislature could then appropriate the remaining balance to any

program it deems necessary.

Settlement funds should be used for exactly what they were intended: to reduce and prevent tobacco-
related suffering a.id disease among Alaskans. We need to continue funding this important program.

However, $1.6 million is not adequate funding.

We support the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance’s $2.8 million request for FY2001. We hope this will
slowly allow for an increase in program funding to the $8.2 million that is recommended by the Alaska

Tobacco Control Alliance and supported by the Centers for Disease Control.

When given a legitimate chance, these type of programs work. They have proven to work in California,
Oregon, Florida and Massachusetts. They can work in Alaska.

The youth who are not yet addicted and the adult smokers who are addicted to tobacco products deserve
to receive tobacco prevention and cessation programs that Settlement money can fund. Medical costs for
treating tobacco-related illnesses in Alaska total $154 million. However, the state’s level of funding is
only $1.6 million. The Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance strives to reduce the suffering inflicted from
tobacco-related diseases. Please help them help Alaskans to prevent and break their tobacco addiction.

RECEIVED
MAR | 3 2000
Cc: Rep. Gene Therriault Rep. John Davies Rep. Norm Rokeberg
Rep. Con Bunde Rep. Ben Grussendorf Rep. Bill Williams
Rep. Alan Austerman Rep. Carl Moses Rep. Richard Foster

Rep. Gary Davis Rep. Gail Phillips
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Check our Website
auroraweb.com/ahec
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Education Consortium
P.O. Box 100563, Anchorage, Alaska B9510 received

MAR 0 8 2000

March 8, 2000

Members of the House Finance Committee:

Co-Chairs, Eldon Mulder and Gene Therriault

Members, Con Bunde, Alan Austerman, Gary Davis, Richard Foster
Gail Phillips, Bill Williams, John Davies, Ben Grussendorf, Carl Moses
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol (MS 3100)

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear House Finance Committee Member:

This letter is on behalf of the Alaska Health Education Consortium to express our
consistent support for a comprehensive, sustained tobacco control program funded by the
Tobacco Settlement. We support the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance’s $2.8 million
request for FY 2001, which is still far less than the $8.2 million recommended by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Last year the Legislature appropriated start-up funds for activities to reduce and prevent
tobacco-related suffering and disease in Alaska. However, $1.4 million is not enough to
adequately fund sustained programs throughout the state. Examples of current activities
include cessation demonstration projects, public media/cducation, the development of a
quit kit, and training for health care professionals, to name a few. With time, these and
other strategies will work, just as they have in California, Oregon, Florida and

Massachusetts.

The Alaska Health Education Consortium, a statewide organization committed to
promoting health and preventing disease, urges you to fund tobacco prevention and
control efforts at the $2.8 million level.

Sincerely,

Rocky notnick, Past-President

CC: Representatives Con Bundc and Norm Rokeberg
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12:48P KGH t”~:OVERY CENTER 1 9 247 4793 P.OI

KGH Recovery Center

120 Washington Sireel

Ketchikan, AK 99901 Pentcl lenllh

(907) 247-4330 Phone

907) 247-4293 Fax :

(%07) Ketchikan

Dear Rep. Norm Rokeberg: General Hospital

| am writing in strong support of continued and increased Tobacco Settlement
appropriations fora comprehensive, sustained tobacco control program. Funding this
program should be the first priority for use of these funds. The Legislature could then

appropriate the remaining balance to any program it desires.

Settlement funds should be used for exactly what they were intended: to reduce and
prevent tobacco-related suffering and disease among Alaskans. Wo have started an
important program last year, we need to continue this funding, but SI.4 million is not

enough

We support the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance’s $2.8 million request for FY2001.
This will slowly ramp program funding up to $8.2 million recommended by the Alaska
Tobacco Control Alliance and supported by the Centers for Disease Control.

When given a legitimate chance, these type of programs work. They have proven to
work in California, Oregon, Florida and Massachusetts. They can work here.

I he youth who are not yet addicted and the adult smokers who are addicted to tobacco
products deserve to receive tobacco cessation programs that Settlement money can fund.
Medical costs for treating tobacco related illnesses totals $154 million yet the slate’s level

of funding is only $1.6 million.

If there is one thing that we strive to achieve it is to reducing the suffering inflicted from
tobacco-related diseases. Please help us help Alaskans to prevent and break their tobacco

addiction.

Sincerely,

KGTIRC Program Manager Received
MAR Og 2000

Cc: Rep. Con Bmulc
SIAN ImiiP@>Aw .
Kelt Ink.Ill. AK N>1101-fiyOl

Lt/ r-Jvm/a
his (+317) eUS-S.131*



COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 9074433880 15:10 No.013 P.02

d a . Bering Strait Coalition for Prevention
'Uniting Substance Abuse Coalitions for the Bering Strait Region”

Cb~rv~orthwestcrn Regional Tobacco Prevention & Control Program
March 8, 2000

Dear Representative Eldon Mulder:

| am writing in strong support of continued and increased Tobacco Settlement appropriations for
a comprehensive, sustained tobacco control program. Funding this program should be the firs!
priority for use ofthese funds. The Legislature could then appropriate the remaining balance to

any program it desires.

Settlement funds should be used for exactly what they were intended: to reduce and prevent
tobacco-related suffering and disease among Alaskans. We have started an important program
last year, we need to continue this funding, but $1.4 million is not enough.

We support the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance’s $2.8 million request for FY2001. This will
slowly ramp program funding up to $8.2 million recommended by the Alaska Tobacco Control
Alliance and supported by the Centers for Disease Control.

When given alegitimate chance, these types ofprograms work. They have proven to work in
California, Oregon, Florida and Massachusetts. They can work here.

The youth who arc not addicted and the adult smokers who are addicted to tobacco products
deserve to receive tobacco cessation programs that Settlement money can fund. Medical costs
for treating tobacco related illnesses totals $154 million, yet the state’s level of funding is only
$1.6 million.

I f there is one thing that we can strive to achieve, it isto reducing the suffering inflicted from
tobacco-rclated diseases. Please help us help Alaskans to prevent and break their tobacco

addiction.
Sincerely,

Naomi E. Maionv

Program 'i‘.. M/‘/)

Cc: Representative Con Bunde
Representative Norm Rokeberg

BERING STRAIT COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
P. O. Box 1350 - Nome Alaska 99762 - (907) 443-5888; fax 3880; 1-800-478-5088

Brovin Mission ¢ Council » Diomode ¢ Sim « Gamtieii *Golovin * KoyuK» Nome mSt. Michael « Savoonga ¢ Shaktoollk ¢
Shishmarel « Stebbins mTeller * Unalakleet » Wales « While Mountain



MAR-03-2000

m rfltefl*yArM
Nh Mi Corporation

6000 Kanaksnk Road

RO. Bo* 130

Dilingham. AK 08576

(907) 842-5201
8004785201
FAX (907) 842-9354

Bristol lay Ana

13:12 .01/01

March 7, 2000

Representative Norman Rokeberg
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol (MS 3100)

Juneau, AK 99801

getar’;lho ICoorr QOFE ?rteiglrg) nls
represerting 3t pear Representative Rokeberg,
SoutYl %tAIaska
Aeegk | am writing in strong support of continued and increased Tobacco Settlement
GigikBy  appropriations for a comprehensive, sustained tobacco control program. Funding this
Gigiklagom  program should be the first priority for use of these funds. The Legislature could then
Qigiklde  appropriate the remaining balance to any program it desires.
Jaid Rart
Dillingham Settlement funds should be used for exactly what they were intended: to reduce and
E@gk prevent tobacco-related suffering and disease among Alaskans. A vital program was
Bak started last year; we need to continue this funding, but $1.4 million is not enough.
ok
GodenBy  We support the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance’s $2,8 million request for FY2001.
lgugg This will slowly ramp program funding up to $8.2 million recommended by the
fieomo Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance and supported by the Centers for Disease Control.
MI : Byl When given a legitimate chance, these type of programs work. They have proven to
work in California, Oregon, 1 ‘rida and Massachusetts. They can work in Alaska.
King S
KadBrk The youth who are not yet addicted and the adult smokers who are addicted to
Kelgarek tobacco products deserve to receive tobacco cessation programs that Settlement
Lok money can fund. Medical costs for treating tobacco related illness totals $154
Meddek  mjllion, yet the state’s level of funding is only $1.6 million.
Nlatftic
NevSuehdk  |f there is one thing that we strive to achieve, it isto reduce the suffering inflicted
Nenfelen from tobacco-related diseases. Please assist us in helping Alaska Natives to prevent
NocHiton and break nicotine addiction.
Olsonvill*
pedro Bay Sincerely,
Rmmlle Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation
Pilot Point
Adirum &AL M i
Ratlieden .
Ratae Qeek Cathy Flavin
SUhNEKEK Health Educator
Tagek )
Tl Cc: Rep. Con Bunde
Uethik
Topromote health
with competence,
acaring attitude ft
cultur?a? scrslriviry
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Rep. Norman Rokeberg
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Representative Rokeberg,

As a coordinator for Juneau Teens Against Tobacco Use, 1am writing in strong support
of continued and increased Tobacco Setdement appropriations for a comprehensive,
sustained tobacco control program. Funding this program should be the first priority for
use of these funds. The Legislature could then appropriate the remaining balance to any
program it desires.

Settlement funds should be used for exactly what they were intended: to reduce and
prevent tobacco-related suffering and disease among Alaskans. T.A.T.U is working had
to help prevent tobacco use, but we need continue to need funding.

T.A.T.U. needs inancial support to continue our activities, such as The Great Alaskan
Smoke Scream, Kick Butts Day Camel Chase, and numerous radio interviews and local
health fairs. A well as being involved with the community we also find time to go and
teach elementary school kids about the harms of tobacco, andjust how to say no to the

pressures o f smoking.

When given a legitimate chance, these types of programs have shown to be effective.
They have proven to work in California, Oregon, Florida, and Massachusetts. They can
work here. Please give us the money to do the things that we know will make a

difference.

The youth who are not yet addicted and the adult who are addicted to tobacco products
deserve to receive tobacco cessation programs that Settlencnt money can fund. Medical
costs for treating tobacco related illnesses totals $154 mil ion yet the state’s level of

funding is only $1.6 million.

I f there is one thing that we strive to achieve it is to reduce the suffering inflicted from
tobacco-related diseases. Please help us help Alaskans, especially youth, to prevent and

break their tobacco addiction.

Sincerely,

(otnpl
VankMariSer
Teens Against Tobacco Use Representative

MT. IDOECVMBE HOSPTTAL
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Representative Norman Rokeberg

MEMORANDUM
TO: Senator John Torgerson,
Co-Chairman, Senate Finance Comm
FROM: Representative Norman Rokeberg
DATE: April 13, 2000

Scheduling Request: SCS CS HB37\B (JUD)

| am requesting that SCS CSHB37XB (JUD), “An Act relating to restricting sale of cigarettes, to
enforcement of certain laws relating to sales of cigarettes, and to smoking education and cessation
programs administered by the Department of Health and Social Services,” be heard before thc

Senate Finance Committee.

Attached please find the following:

DU A WN R

~

14.

Current SCS CS HB37XB (JUD) version of the bill.
Sponsor Statement

Sectional Analysis

Fiscal note

List of supporters.
March 30, 2000, joint support letter from the American Cancer Society, American Heart

Association, American Lung Association and Alaskan Native Health Board.

February 11, 2000, American Cancer Society paper, “ Funding For Comprehensive Sustained
Tobacco Control Program From The Tobacco Settlement.”

March 10, 2000 support letter from Akeela Treatment Services, Inc. & Alaska Council on

Prevention of Alcohol & Drug Abuse.
March 8, 2000 Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium support letter.

. March 8,2000 Support letter from Alaska Health Consortium.
. March 8,2000 Support letter from Ketchikan General Hospital Recovery Center.

March 8,2000 Bering Strait Coalition for Prevention support letter.

. March 7,2000 Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation support letter.

March 14,2000 South East Alaska Regional Health Consortium, support letter.

If you have any questions, please contact me or Tom Manninen in my office.

71(1 WEST -ITH AVENUE. SUITE 640



SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
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HB 37-SMOKING CESSATION AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS
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