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The Public Employees' Retirement System (PERS) allows peace officers to retire with 20 years of
service and non-peace officers to retire with 30 years of service, regardless of age. The Finance
Committee substitute to HB 159 would allow a non-correctional officer with 20 years of PERS state
correctional facility service to convert that service to service as a peace officer, thereby allowing the
individual to retire. The individual would be required to pay the full actuarial cost of this conversion,
either in a lump sum or through a lifetime retirement benefit reduction. Since the full actuarial cost is
paid by the employee, this legislation has no fiscal impact to the State of Alaska or other PERS

employers.

(Thousands of Dol

Pepared by, . Qy B Phone 4654471
Division Retirenent and Banefits Dete/Tie 2/24/00 11:17AM
Approved by Conmissioner . Robert Poe Dete

ey of Administration

PREPARER TOPROVCE AL DISTRIBUTIONIGCPIES TO GOVERNGRS LEJSLAMMVE CFHCE

For further distribution Information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

OTWIWTTPPCOPY

Page 1 of \



Alaska State Legislature

Representative Gary Davis

Committee Substitute to House Bill 159 (FIN) am
Sponsor Statement

Correctional officers, like police officers, parole officers and fire fighters have the
opportunity to retire after acquiring 20 years of service. This opportunity is offered
primarily as an employment incentive. The state recognizes that these individuals are in a
highly stressful and dangerous type of employment and offers the 20-year retirement as an
inducement to remain with their careers.

Correctional officers, however, are not the only employees at Alaska's facilities faced with
stressful, dangerous situations. Most other employees also have consistent contact with
inmates on a daily basis. It doesn't matter whether they are working in the kitchen, in the
infirmary, in maintenance, in the library or in the administrative offices. These employees
work alongside of inmates every day. |If there is a problem requiring a "lock down"
situation, these employees are included in that lock down. It is this type of stress that can
and does lead to high employee turnover. Allowing them to retire after 20 years of service
instead of the current 30-year requirement can provide the incentive needed to keep them

on the job.

House Bill 159 provides non-correctional officer employees this opportunity and incentive.
It allows individuals to retire after 20 years of credited service at a correctional facility
provided they pay the full actuarial cost of converting their service to service as a peace
officer or agree to take an actuarial reduction in their retirement benefits.

House Bill 159 recognizes that any type of employment at correctional facilities can be
s essful and dangerous. It provides individuals who work there an incentive to remain at
their jobs. It can also result in benefits to the state. With less employee turnover, fewer
funds are needed to train new employees. These savings can revert to the general fund, or
they can be used to provide additional on-going training for existing personnel.

Additionally, HB 159 enables Department of Corrections employees in management
positions of the division responsible for institutions or for community corrections to convert
their service in the management positions to service as a peace officer. Often these
positions are best filled by former correctional facility superintendents who have
participated in the peace officer retirement system. When promoted to the departmental
position, they are placed in the normal 30-year retirement system. This can cause a
hardship on the department when recruiting for vacant positions because it is a deterrent
to those mrst qualified for the positions. Allowing individuals to convert their management
position sei .'ice to that of a peace officer removes this deterrent and allows the department
to more easily obtain those individuals most qualified for those positions.

HB1S9S504/13/00
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Alaska State Legislature

Representative Gary Davis

Committee Substitute for House Bill 159(Fin) am

Sectional Analysis

"An Act granting certain employees in correctional facilities or employed in the
Department of Corrections to convert their credited service under the public employees
retirement system to credited service as peace officers”

Section 1. Allows non-correctional officer employees of a state correctional facility as
defined in AS 33.30.901 to convert their credited service in that position to
credited service as a peace officer upon retirement. Requires an
employee who converts this service to service as a peace officer to pay
the full actuarial cost of the conversion or to take an actuarial adjustment
to the benefits payable based upon the conversion.

Allows Department of Corrections employees in management positions in
the division responsible for institutions or for community corrections to
convert their credited service in that position to credited service as a
peace officer upon retirement. Requires an employee who converts this
service to service as a peace officer to pay the full actuarial cost of the
conversion or to take an actuarial adjustment to the benefits payable
based upon the conversion. Management positions include division
director, deputy director and assistant director.

AS 33.30.901(4) states

"correctional facility” or "facility” means a prison, jail, camp, farm, half-way
house, group home, or other placement designated by the commissioner
for the custody, care, and discipline of prisoners; a "state correctional
facility" means a correctional facility owned or run by the state
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k ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee on
HB 159, dated 4/16/00.

My name is Patti Hurt, and I’'m a correctional nurse at MatSu PreTrial, in Palmer.
| have worked in thiis jail for 13 years this month. 1 am a responsible, experienced, and
valuable state employee in this position. | have been there for inmate and staffalike in
every situation a body can go through, except childbirth, while on duty and | have
?rowded first-responder care with e>g)ert|se. | am in the highest risk category in nursing
or exposure to HIV, Hepatitis B & C, and tuberculosis,

I have been exposed also to the same stress, risks, and dangers that other peace
officers are, working side-by-side with correctional officers in bad situations. | breathe in
the pepper sPra used to chémically take-down an inmate (or dorm), I perform the CPR
on inmate, staff, or visitor if needed. 1’'m the person that counsels someone seekln? HIV
status, and then be the one that delivers the news ofthe tests, and helps the person to
leam how to live with it without hurting others. | have had prior inmates follow me home
from businesses in the Valley. 1 have inmates threaten me and threaten my children when
they are denied things injail. 1am verhally abused every work week; tilings being said to
me that a reasonable decent person would not tolerate on the street from someone.

My prior job exgerlenqes of working in every area of a hospital and nursing home
has been Used inthisjob. I enjoy thisjob—it is a specialty of nursing that has national
certification recognizing it. 1 performa type of nursing that not many people can or will
do, and I certainly do not recelve any thanks from my clientele. The Department of
Corrections is not known for its Thank-yous, either, 1assure you.

Turnover in this specialty is a major issue, | have lost count of how many state
(and contract) nurses | have known in the department because of burnout and turnover. |
can do this work for 20 years, but I can’t do It for 30 years. |am presently earning
another degree in nursing to allow’ me to move onward and upward out of Corrections
because I know | will not last until retirement at 30 years here.

A vote of passage for HB 159 would be gratefully appreciated by me and every
other correctional nurse that enjoys this kind ofnursm?_. You will find @ dramatic
downturn in short-term nurses and far more nurses willing to continue through the
especially tough times for a20 year retirement. It is the nurses with my experience and
savvy that save the State big bucks in malpractice and negligent medical lawsuits.

Thank you for considering what I’ve written to you.

Patti Hurt, RN, MSPT

P.0. Box 3691, Palmer, AK
907)764-1070 home, unlisted
907)746-0338 office.



ORIGINAL

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Clyl'U4Ta-
> (committeé  name)

committee on _ [ "9 dated
(bill/subject)

PETIS <~ S cpppar+ If& S~C/ {
A m [ & ?2£-(?-  Ipr~ L& o »

T»fs #/*-£E- S o TV?2**, LU toF tA Uu vy

7TYI&EKGPT7T zrusr//lu cm
AT O
N 6_ . Z Y ! /s oY . B ' }l
I@AHA%BW*W :
4S vi — 7d6£?2V & K .-
*  Sinned:; | % [ W w

0 ...
(Testifi'er)
(Representing [/ Optional)
An il (U3 BEK A
(Address)

(Phone  No.)

£0 d ARE2ZAB N XA OH QMS W ESVD NS 00-9I-Hatf



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter into the record my testimony to the » _
A (committee, name)

committee on [5T ] dated
UOOUtO faft/U ffey [?-7i1(yzr M agittatsvw
EW A )U errf~ 4> 4<M <=-f1»2 _
y ifo /A | 1 fk jty & e -r/ aie> /r
U ID tflo ug ~7D tlaJF A mRE £tz T71/l-ybe& r?
“ffilrrrtfU KLC O JU Xj*e& xj ffih a a cty th ru e i
ke~ ~ dm e £0»z.1 Z 1 >
n0 O foi C W L S [V -
V rt/irm v 7 # ***x*x 'm s* C& ab r & er7 N~ *
ISETTRe-M t£E2ur TTIET/lA "a& o01/z-P
O.la/+M ujlw - rr/stIu*&rA A - ajtr &a 0'%«.»;*6_
5~y tJy z rf-j- [-Co asd ‘B Is X Fr
tiA-fr-e 0 v< y A -J ) tr /™M [r fK H ?7 'THtrfeel pu& €«
tv ** ™ nfi% £ r [f/B S 4 & A .
Sicfied: [/ _ U fAS tHA J(/ /U af2e~ Ujdfe- f( 'fit
(TestiHrr) 0

(Representing /  Optional)

fty £ > Vv M 7

tu oA

W d 10SW2A06  ON Xd Ol QMS W W:10 N5 00-91-cldy



APR-16-00 SUN 01:54 AM  SEWARD L10 FAX NO 9072245067 P. 05

.................. ~&ZZE-K TQ ' ~t~V§$“~

(SS3Jpp V)
miu /°Vdi

(IRuQjtcfO  /  Sup uovoidan)
(431/11531)

:pluois
*nol? MW U
Ay3r VoSt W - J$0:D *1.(n 'VPWWJ-
jjtlj? AOH -1L,° L * 196/7
aHJ. *> yw ftw J. ' i J
2 >t M) >-MNW *.331/0 TIVIM J*  vwtw H
sn/inv3S ¢?*7S sri* is/-P*tf A0 jW Sos yooh MSt] X
(iDofqgns/njq)
00-yf-h pojnp ~ oajjtillluOD

ottictt  najijuiiuoa . : L :
"J{~Xﬁy~ﬂ‘73. J}MHJS) °4) ** Muoiupsaj Xm pjODsa ogj oju; jaiuo asusirf

nanxv i1sioal aXVvXxs VXSVIV



iVntnvA

(eC S

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter ino tite record ntj testi to the 03AKit|<
J Ty (comnltee nane)

committee N HB |S 0 , Chted LIU-00
(bill/subject)

&\-ZA -t HIS 169 . WI-tU 4lul cu.an*x a 46l
b:U  E>U\-:0™  e-iA/iploc-j." o,.g° noco £>{ar(- opay;og -lI'he’r
" AdoVidkaesS 415 50 (Baao o, CO-I_I:
,0\/ ge & b>>]|1c\5 @a Gup W I ka” qc:4eel al-
: 4 P [&PVOm z )|
acU «cif@oy-P-£ C3A s4acut P°'[° ny AQLO .
«R_No (LOV Id -Kul SUU 'iOodg"f, ultag flol \,(U

Tla;" good O oC (lar/<*): olla‘
\ 1:1-4;es.. Vale 5Sl'i<Do(d bs -eMual  btvu-frrs

OC 41~ Cra:rCM&h a.

/
Sian ect: (I MsU+*
(TcstTficr) #m
(Representing /  Optional)

T-20Q."cMe?x > ™ d3
(AdTjrcss)

<N0>7) z7M-1201-
(Phone  No.)

2 d AZHB ANXdl CHOMS WS 10 NS 009k



SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
SIGN-IN
HB 159-PERS PEACE OFFR STATUS CORRECTION EMPLOYEE

Y Subject/Bill No: — -
Co./Dept./Title: PRONG, ==mmmmmmmmmmm e
AUIESS;----=mmemmmmmmem e e Zip:-—-

Do you wish to testify? v Yes No Respond To Questions

NAME - Subject/Bill No
CO./DEPL.Titlg;-=mmmmmmmmmrmmmmm e Phong:----------
AUIESS; === Zip:--mnnmmmmmeen
Do you wish to testify? Yes No Respond To Questions
NAME: == Subject/Bill No:
CO./DEPL.Titlg;-m=mmmmmmmmmremm e Phong;----------
AQQIESS:-=-mmmmmmmmer e Zip:---nmmmmemeen
Do you wish to testify? Yes No Respond To Questions

NAME ;- Subject/Bill No
Co./Dept./Titlg:-mmmmemmmomememem e e Phone:----------
AAUress:----memmmmmme e Zip:=n-nmmmenenn-
Do you wish to testify? Yes No Respond To Questions
SFC-00 04/16/00

HB 159





