


1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

1-LS1455VD
Utermohle

2/18/00

FEB 1 8 2000
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 362( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE MURKOWSKI

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act authorizing the exchange of land between the Alaska Railroad

Corporation and Eklutna, Inc., between the Alaska Railroad Corporation and the

United States Department of the Army and the United States Department of the

Air Force, between the Alaska Railroad Corporation and Chugach Alaska

Corporation, and between the Alaska Railroad Corporation and the M unicipality

of Anchorage; authorizing the transfer of land between Alaska Railroad mileposts

133 and 134 from the Alaska Railroad Corporation to certain named individuals;

and providing for an effective date."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S ection  1. The uncodified law o f the State o f A laska is am ended by adding a new 

section to read:

APPRO VAL OF THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO EK LUTNA, INC. (a)
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The A laska Railroad C orporation is authorized to convey the corporation’s entire interest in 

approximately 384 acres o f rail land within Tract 39 of Dependent R esurvey o f Rectangular 

Survey of Township 15 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian, officially filed N ovem ber 10, 

1992, to Eklutna, Inc., in exchange for the conveyance to the corporation by Eklutna, Inc., of 

approxim ately 65 acres o f land adjacent to the railroad utility corridor at railroad m ileposts 

129, 130, 133, 140, 142, 146, and 151 and sufficient additional acreage east o f Birchw ood 

A irport and adjacent to the railroad between miles 134.5 and 136.3 to equalize the value o f 

lands exchanged.

(b) The conveyances described in this section are made for the purpose o f realignment 

of railroad track to im prove operating efficiency and enhance safety.

(c) The land conveyed by Eklutna, Inc. to the Alaska R ailroad C orporation shall be 

held and managed by the corporation in accordance with AS 42.40.

(d) This section constitutes legislative approval under AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska 

Railroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) o f this section.

* Sec. 2. The uncodified law  o f the State o f Alaska is am ended by adding a new section 

to read:

A PPROVAL O F TPEE TRA N SFER OF REAL PR O PER TY  T O  TH E U N ITED  

STATES D EPARTM ENT O F TH E ARMY AND THE U NITED STA TES D EPA R TM EN T 

OF TH E AIR FORCE, (a) T he Alaska Railroad Corporation is authorized to convey the 

corporation’s entire interest in approxim ately 229 acres o f railroad utility corridor between 

railroad mileposts 118 and 127.5, within Township 13 North, Range 3 W est, Seward M eridian, 

Township 14 North, Range 3 W est, Seward Meridian, and Tow nship 14 N orth, Range 2 W est, 

Seward M eridian to the U nited  States Department of the Arm y and the U nited States 

Departm ent of the A ir Force in exchange for the conveyance o f approxim ately 227 acres o f 

land in the same vicinity to the corporation by the United States.

(b) The conveyances described in this section are made for the purpose of realignment 

of railroad track to im prove operating efficiency and enhance safety.

(c) The land conveyed by the United States to the Alaska R ailroad Corporation shall 

be held and managed by the corporation in accordance with AS 42.40.

(d) This section constitutes legislative approval under AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska 

Railroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) o f this section.
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* Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the State of A laska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

APPROVAL OF THE TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY TO CHUGACH ALASKA 

CO RPORA TIO N, (a) Contingent upon the conveyance to the Alaska Railroad Coiporation 

by the Chugach Alaska Corporation of an equivalent interest in real property onto which the 

railroad utility corridor may be relocated, the A laska Railroad Corporation is authorized to 

convey the corporation’s entire interest in approxim ately 6.4 acres o f railroad utility corridor 

between railroad mileposts 14 and 15, within Township 2 North, Range 1 East, Sections 6 and 

7, Sew ard M eridian, to the Chugach Alaska Corporation.

(b) The conveyances described in this section are made for the purpose of realignment 

o f the railroad to allow relocation o f the Sew ard Highway by the D epartm ent of 

Transportation and Public Facilities to improve highw ay operations and enhance safety.

(c) Land conveyed by the Chugach A laska Corporation to the A laska Railroad 

Corporation shall be held and managed by the Alaska Railroad Corporation in accordance with 

AS 42.40.

(d) This section constitutes legislative approval under AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska 

Railroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) o f this section.

* Sec. 4. The uncodified law of the Slate o f A laska is amended by adding a new  section 

to read:

A PPROV AL OF TH E TRANSFER OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY W ITHIN THE 

M UN ICIPALITY  O F ANCHORAGE, (a) Contingent upon the approval of the conveyance 

of affected municipal park land by the voters o f the M unicipality o f Anchorage, the A laska 

Railroad Corporation is authorized to convey the corporation’s entire interest in

(1) approximately 4.5 acres o f railroad utility corridor betw een railroad 

mileposts 133 and 134, within Township 15 North, Range 2 West, Sections 13 and 24, Seward 

M eridian, to the M unicipality of Anchorage in exchange for the conveyance o f approxim ately 

13.6 acres of land in the same vicinity to the corporation by the M unicipality of A nchorage;

(2) approximately 5.1 acres o f railroad utility corridor betw een railroad 

mileposts 133 and 134, within Township 15 North, Range 2 West, Sections 13 and 24, Seward 

M eridian, to Richard and Carol Drebert, Harry and Simone Thomson, and Richard M oore or 

their personal representatives, successors, or assigns; each to receive that portion o f  the
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railroad utility corridor im m ediately adjacent to their respective parcels o f land.

(b) The conveyances described in this section are made for the purpose o f realignment 

o f railroad track to im prove operating efficiency and enhance safety.

(c) The land conveyed by the M unicipality of Anchorage to the A laska Railroad 

Corporation shall be held and m anaged by the corporation in accordance w ith AS 42.40.

(d) This section constitutes legislative approval urder AS 42.40.285(1) for the Alaska 

Railroad Corporation to convey its entire interest in the land described in (a) o f  this section.

* Sec. 5. This Act takes effect im m ediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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@ FISCAL NOTE ®
STATE O F ALASKA BILL NO. HB 362
2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction) _____________________ Dept. Affected_________________
Title Track Realignment__________________________ DRU ___________________
_______________________________________________________Component___________________
Sponsor Representative Lisa Murkowski________________  __________________

Requester (H) Transportation__________________________ Component No. ________

Expendhures/R evenues_____________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TO TAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I I I I I I

CHANGE IN R EVEN U ES ( ) 1 I I I I I I

FUND SOURCE___________________    (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 

1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TO TA L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

HB 362 will create no fiscal impact to the state's general fund or to the Alaska Railroad Corporation 
(ARRC). The ARRC will convey the Corporation's entire interest in certain lands in exchange for 
equivalent valued land with Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort Richardson, Eklutna, Inc. and other entities. 
No funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade legislation.

Wendy Lindskoog Phone 265-2498

Date/Time 2/29/00 10:28 AM 

Date

Prepared by:
Division

Approved by C ommissioner 
Agency $

PREPARER  TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

(Rov 10/09) 2000lntorm.xls/OMB Page i i f  1



Chair:
M il ita r y  a n d  V eter a n s  A ffa irs

Member:
J u d ic ia r y
C o m m u n it y  a n d  R e g io n a l  A ffa irs  
Labo r  a n d  C o m m e r c e

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

REPRESENTATIVE LISA M URKOW SKI
G o v e r n m e n t  Hill  • E lm c n d o r f  • East A n ch o rag e

Session: 
A la s k a  S t a t e  C a p i to l 

J u n f a u .  AK 99801-1182 
P h o n e : (907) 465-3783 

F ax : (907) 465-2293 
TOLL FREE: (877) 460-3783

Interim: 
716 W e s t  4 th  A v en u e  

A n c h o r a C e , AK 99501-2133 
P h o n e : (907) 269-0174 

Fax: (907) 269-0177

Memorandum
Date: February  22, 2000

To: Representa tive  A n d rew  H alcro  
Chairm an, H o u se  T ransporta t ion  C om m ittee

From: R epresentative Lisa M urkow ski

Subject: H earing  Request,  H B  362

A ttached  please find a sp o n so r  s ta tem en t and supporting  docum en ta tion  fo r H B  362. H B  362 
authorizes the  Alaska Railroad C orpora tion  (AARC) to  enter into several land exchange  agreem ents  
needed fo r  a track upgrade and  realignment project to  im prove  safety and  efficiency o f  its 
operations.

Please schedu le  H B  362 in T ran sp o rta t io n  C om m ittee  at your earliest convenience. I f  you need 
additional in fo rm ad o n  o r  have questions concerning the attached material please c o n tac t  A m y 
Erickson o f  m y staff. T h a n k  you for your consideration.



Al a s k a  St a t e  L e g is l a t u r e
Chair:

Session: 
A lask a  State  C ap ito l

M il itary  a n d  V e t er a n s  A ffa ir s b 1 1 jy Ju n e a u . A K  99801-1182

Member:
PHONE: (907) •1(55-3783 

Fax ; (907) 465-2293
J u d ic ia r y \ i

TOLL FREE; (877) 460-3783
C o m m u n it y  a n d  R e g io n a l  A ffa ir s Interim:
La b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e 716 W e s t  4t h  Av en u e

Re p r e s e n t a t iv e  L isa  M u r k o w s k i
An c h o r a g e . A K  99501-2133 

Ph o n f .; (907) 269-0174 
Fa x : (907) 269-0177

G u v c r n m e n t  Hil l  • E lm c n d o r f  • East A n c h o rag e

Sponsor Statement 
HB 362

H o u se  Bill 362 authorizes the Alaska Railroad C o rp o ra d o n  (ARRC) to en te r  in to  several land 
exchange ag reem en ts  needed  for a track upgrade and realignm ent project.

T h e  A R R C  w an ts  to  im prove  safety and  efficiency o f  its o p c radon  by  upgrading  an d  realigning its 
track to  red u ce  70 sharp  curves be tw een  A nchorage  and  Wasilla. T o  accom plish  this p roject,  A R R C  
needs legisladve approval under  A S  42.40.285 to  convey  the C o rp o ra d o n ’s en d re  in terest  in  certain  
lands in exchange  for equivalendy valued land ow n ed  by E lm c n d o r f  A ir F o rce  Base, F o r t  
R ichardson  A rm y  Base, Eklu tna , Inc., C hugach  Alaska C o rp o rad o n ,  the M unicipality  o f  A n ch o rag e ,  
and certain  landow ners  be tw een  m ileposts  133 and 134. T h e  land exchanges are necessary  fo r  the 
A R R C s  rea l ignm en t p ro jec t  and  the D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T ra n sp o r tad o n  and Public  Facilides’ highw ay 
re locadon  p ro jec t  near Seward.

S traighter track is inherently  safer d u e  to  reduced  track and  equ ipm ent wear, consis tency  in train 
handling, increased  sight distance, and  reduced  m ain tenance  requirem ents— all leading to  red u ced  
frequency  o f  train derailm ents and  low er o p e radng  costs. R ealignm ent o f  the track  to  reduce  
curvatu re  will decrease the runn ing  d m e  betw een  A n ch o rag e  and  Wasilla f rom  95 m inu tes  to  53 
m inutes  by increasing the average train speed from  35 m p h  to approxim ately 50 m p h ,  m ak in g  future 
c o m m u te r  service m o re  viable.

T h e  track upgrade  and  realignm ent will also reduce train gridlock, create m o re  jo b s  fo r  A laskans 
th rough  additional freight and passenger  service, and build a better  in frastructure  to  s u p p o r t  fu ture  
eco n o m ic  d ev e lo p m e n t  in Alaska. B u t  m o re  im p o rtan t  to  the com m unities  n e ig h b o r in g  th e  A laska 
Railroad, this p ro jec t  includes upgrades  to  vehicle crossings and  additional pub lic  access am en ides  
including a highway overpass at m ilepost 14 o f  the Seward H ighw ay that will en h a n ce  safety an d  
access across  the  tracks. I t  will also im p ro v e  service to  the n o r th ern  end  o f  the railbelt.

T h e  p ro p o s e d  track im p ro v em en ts  are su p p o r ted  by the Alaska Visitors A sso c iad o n ,  M atanuska- 
Susitna C o n v e n t io n  and  Visitor’s B ureau , A nchorage  E co n o m ic  D e v e lo p m e n t  C o rp o ra d o n ,  
A nch o rag e  C o n v en t io n  and  V isitors Bureau , Palm er C h am b er  o f  C om m erce ,  W asilla C h a m b e r  o f  
C o m m erce ,  an d  the City o f  Wasilla.

Prepared by Amy Erickson, Office of Representative Murkowski. 
Last Updated February 22, 2000.



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION 

AND

EKLUTNA, INCORPORATED

WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad C orporation (referred to hereafter as "ARRC") and Eklutna, 
Incorporated (referred to hereafter as "Eklutna") entered into the "Agreem ent o f  the A laska 
R ailroad Corporation and Eklutna, Inc. Settling  Claims o f  V alid Existing Rights to R ail 
Properties o f  the Alaska Railroad and Providing for Conveyances Pursuant to the A laska Native 
Claims Settlement Act and the A laska R ailroad Transfer A ct o f  1982" on January 8, 1987, and 
as subsequently amended (referred to here,after as "the 1987 Agreement"); and

WHEREAS, ARRC and Eklutna affirm  and acknow ledge that the 1987 A greem ent rem ains in full 
force and effect, except as m ay be supplem ented or m odified as set forth herein; and

WHEREAS, ARRC has decided to realign its route to im prove service and efficiency and  is no 
longer in need o f  the property form erly identified  as Parcel C o f  the Pow der Reserve in the 1987 
Agreement, currently identified as T rac t 39, Tow nship 15 N orth, Range 2 West, Sewar d 
M eridian; and

WHEREAS, Eklutna has initiated developm ent o f  the area known in the 1987 A greem ent as 
Parcel A o f  the Powder Reserve, and desires to develop the rest o f  the Pow der Reserve in an 
efficient and orderly manner; and

W hereas, ARRC wishes to preserve its option to locate a switching yard in the area near the 
Birchwood Airport and has found that all or portions o f  Tract 38, Township 15 N orth, Range 1 
W est, Seward M eridian, owned by Eklutna, m eet its needs; and

WHEREAS, Eklutna considers the possible location o f  a sw itching yard to the property described 
above and currently owned by Eklutna as com patible w ith its corporate goals for other land it 
ow ns near Birchwood Airport; and

WHEREAS, ARRC wishes to realign trackage through Eklutna lands in A nchorage and the 
M atanuska Susitna Borough; and

WHEREAS, ARRC and Eklutna have m et periodically  for several months, have considered 
num erous alternatives, and have each appraised their respective interests;

THEREFORE, be it resolved, that ARRC and Eklutna do hereby enter into this M emorandum o f 
Understanding, and state their intentions as follows:



/. L a n d  E x c h a n g e .  ARRC agrees to exchange title to Tract 39, Township 15 North, Range 2 
West, Sew ard M eridian, to which ARRC currently has an exclusive license (BLM  File AA 
55129), for a portion o f  Tract 38, Township 15 North, Range 1 West, Sew ard Meridian, to 
which Eklutna has title via United States Patent 50-93-601, excepting approxim ately 17,99 acres 
located at the north end o f  ARRC's parcel which are being reserved for ARRC operational needs.

a. For tl e purposes o f  this exchange, the parties agree that the value o f Tract 39, 
Township 15 N orth, Range 2 West, Seward M eridian is $2,500 per acre or SO.06 per square foot 
and the value o f  T ract 38, Township 15 North, Range 1 West, Seward M eridian is $9,333 per 
acre or $0.21 per square fo o t

b. The parties agree that the exchange shall be for equal value, and that the amount o f  
Tract 38, Tow nship 15 North, Range I W est, Seward M eridian to be conveyed from Eklutna to 
ARRC w ill be adjusted to equal values. The general c o n f  guration o f  the land to be conveyed to 
ARRC is shown on E xh ib it 1, attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein. The 
proposed north-south line between the land to be exchanged with the ARRC and to be retained 
by the Eklutna shall be moved east or w est to equalize values.

c. The parties agree that costs w ill be shared as follows: ARRC will bear all its costs in 
acquiring title from  the United States and securing the approval o f  the A laska Legislature, if  
required. Each party  shall convey title to its interest by warranty deed and shall bear the cost o f  
preparing its ow n conveying documents and title reports and insurance. The parties will equally 
divide the cost o f  surveying and replatting both Tract 38, Tow nship 15 N orth, Range 1 West, 
Seward M eridian and the northern portion o f  Tract 39, Township 15 North, Range 2 West,
Sew ard M eridian. Each shall bear the cost o f  recording the conveyances they  receive.

d. Because it does not yet have patent from the U nited States to T ract 39, Township 15 
North, Range 2 W est, Seward M eridian, ARRC agrees to: (1) im m ediately identify this tract as 
its highest conveyance priority to the Bureau o f  Land M anagem ent and to do everything in its 
pow er to ensure its prom pt conveyance; (2) consult with Eklutna regarding the creation of any 
third party interests in said Tract 39; (3) issue a no-fee perm it to Eklutna or its agents to enter on 
the land for planning, managing, and surveying in advance o f  conveyance; and, (4) forebear 
from w ithholding approvals as requested by Eklutna as m ay be required by the Municipality o f  
.Anchorage, the Bureau o f  Land M anagem ent, and other public or private institutions and 
agencies for activities involving that tra c t

e. Eklutna agrees that it will: (1) consult with ARRC regarding the creation o f  any third 
party interests in Tract 38, Township 15 North, Range 1 W est Seward M eridian in advance o f  
conveyance; (2) issue a no-fee perm it to ARRC or its agents to enter on its portion o f  the tract as 
show in Exinbit 1 for p lanning  managing, and surveying in advance o f  conveyance; and, (3) 
forebear from w ithholding approvals as requested by ARRC as maybe required by the
^ funicipality o f  Anchorage, the Bureau o f  Land M anagem ent and other public or private 
institutions and agencies for activities involving that tract.



f. The parties agree and acknowledge that this specific land exchange is occurring totally 
outside the provisions o f  the 1987 A greem ent, and further outside the provisions o f  ANCSA 
and/or ANILCA, is not made in partial satisfaction o f  any outstanding selection rights or any 
claims to entitlement that Eklutna may yet have under those acts. Any interest in properties 
acquired by Eklutna pursuant to this exchange shall be acquired subject to the land exchange 
provisions o f  those acts. The provisions o f  P .L . 105-333 regarding land bank protections are 
intended to apply to this exchange.

g. Eklutna acknowledges and understands that ARRC cannot transfer its entire interest in 
land without prior legislative approval under A S 42.40.285, and that final consum m ation o f the 
land exchanges contem plated by this agreem ent cannot occur until ARRC receives such 
approval. ARRC shall exercise its best efforts to obtain the necessary approval at the earliest 
possible opportunity and continue such efforts until the legislative authorization is obtained. 
Eklutna w ill in good faith support A R R C ’r lequest before the legislature.

2 . R e a l i g n m e n t  o f  A R R C  T r a c k .

a. The parties agree to facilitate the realignm ent o f  ARRC track as reflected on the plans 
shown on E x h ib it 2, attached hereto and incorporated by  reference herein. The proposed 
realignm ent at the curve at Mile 129, D raw ing 1 dated Feb. 1999 in Exhibit 2 ,  satisfies the 
realignm ent envisioned in P a ra g ra p h s  o f  the 1987 A greem ent Eklutna agrees to convey the 
lands needed by ARRC in exchange for o ther consideration as set forth below. ARRC will pay 
for any surveys and replatting needed to effect the realignm ent. The cost o f  appraisal will be 
split equally. ARRC will propose three appraisers and Eklutna will select one from that proposed 
group. ARRC w ill also be responsible for obtaining an archaeological study at the site o f  the 
proposed Eklutna Village area realignm ent A R R C  will be responsible for negotiating directly 
with Cook Inlet Region, Inc., any necessary o r desired perm its for the work planned by ARRC 
and will negotiate a non-development covenant directly w ith CERI in the area o f  the curve at 
M ile 146, D raw ing 13A dated Feb. 1999 in E xhib it 2, i f  necessary.

b. ARRC will convene and Eklutna w ill jo in  and participate in a diagnostic team  review  
conducted under the "Alaska Railroad/Highway Crossing Policy" (a jointly adopted 
ARRC/Departrnent o f  Transportation and Public Facilities policy) regarding all existing and 
proposed or potential crossings in the area betw een A nchor .ge and Wasilla. The parties 
recognize that other entities beside them selves, such as adjacent municipalities and the State o f  
A laska, may have legitimate concerns regarding such crossings and will be participants in the 
diagnostic team review pursuant to the Policy. T he exact location and configuration o f  each 
crossing in E x h ib it 3 shall be decided and/or negotiated on a case-by-case basis, and it is 
recognized that other parties, such as the developer, the M unicipality of Anchorage, the 
D epartm ent o f  Transportation and Public Facilities, etc., m ay be required participants in the 
funding plan.

c N otw ithstanding the above paragraph, the parties agree that, upon notice by Eklutna, 
ARRC will provide and build a minimum o f  one ( I )  grade-separated roadway crossing in the 
Powder Reserve in accordance with the requirem ents o f  Paragraph 8 of the 1987 Agreem ent and



will allow other roadway crossings between Anchorage and Wasilla as generally  shown in 
E xhib it 3. Construction o f  the grade-separated crossing in the Powder Reserve will be 
completed within 5 years o f  notice by Eklutna. The exact locations and configurations o f  all 
crossings will be identified as required to provide adequate access to Eklutna lands.

3. Further Actions.
ARRC and Eklutna shall work diligently to fiilfill the requirem ents o f  the above paragraphs, 
which com plement some aspects of, and the intentions underlying, the 1987 Agreem ent. The 
parties further com mit to review, consider, and identify the parties' rem aining outstanding 
obligations under the 1987 A greem ent such that they m ay be im plem ented in a more expeditious 
manner.

4. Miscellaneous.
a. The parties understand that each m ust secure the approval o f  their respective Boards 

o f  Directors and that this agreem ent is not binding upon the parties until both Boards have 
approved this agreement.

b. The parties agree that time is o f the essence, and that both parties w ill bring this 
agreement to their Boards at the earliest opportunity, but in no case more than 60 days from the 
date o f  last signature.

c. I f  ARRC fails to obtain patent to Tract 39, Tow nship 15 North, Range 2 W est,
Seward M eridian within two years o f  the date o f  the last signature, this agreem ent is null and 
void. No transfers will occur until patent to tract 39 has been received by the ARRC.

d. Neither party has an obligation to replat or survey until ARRC has acquired patent to 
Tract 39, Township 15 N orth, Range 2 West, Seward M eridian.

e. This agreement expires autom atically and w ithout further action o f  any kn d  upon the 
fifth anniversary o f  the date it was last signed if  the exchanges anticipated herein have not been 
completed.

For the Alaska Railroad Corporation:

For Eklutna, Incorporated:

George W. Easley, C hief Executive O fficer
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Resolution 99-17

W HEREAS, Eklutna, Incorporated owns Parcels A  and B  o f  the Powder Reserve (S.M. T15N, 
R2W, Tracts 37, 38 and 40) under Patent Number 50-93-0601; and

W HEREAS, Eklutna, Incorporated wished to acquire P arcel C o f  the Powder Reserve ( S K  
T15N, R2W , Tract 39) to consolidate its holdings, facilitate development, and reach efficiencies 
o f scale; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad Corporation wants to acquire land needed for realignments and 
for other industrial purposes in the Birchwood area; and

W HEREAS, the B oard o f  Directors has reviewed the  M em orandum  of Understanding dated 
August 4, 1999 and signed by the Chief Executive O fficers o f  both the Alaska Railroad 
Corporation and Eklutna, Incorporated;

NOW  TH EREFORE BE IT  RESOLVED by the B oard  o f  D irectors of Eklutna, Incorporated that 
they find that the land exchange outlined in the M em orandum  of Understanding is in the best 
interest o f  the Corporation and the Chief Executive O fficer, George W. Easley, is authorized to 
negotiate details o f  the exchange, to require such conditions as he finds in the best interest o f the 
Corporation, to sign required plats, and to execute conveyances.

Brought to a m eeting at which a quorum was present and passed by a majority vote o f ^7 yea 
and O  nay and Q  abstention votes on September 10, 1999.

J
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Subm itted by: Chairman o f  the Assembly 
at the Request o f  the Mayor 

Prepared by: Alaska Railroad Counsel 
For reading: Feb. 15 ,2000

A N C H O R A G E , A LA SK A  
AO N O . 2000-42(S)

\ N  ORDIN ANCE A PPROVING TH E CO N V EY A N CE OF LA N DS IN THE M U N ICIPA LITY ’S 
3EA C H  LAKE PARK TO  THE A LA SK A  R A ILR O A D  CO RPORATIO N IN EX C H A N G E FOR 
EXISTING ALASKA RA ILRO A D  R IG H T -O F-W A Y  LA NDS IN BEACH L A K E  PA R K  TO 
\C C O M M O D A T E  STRAIGHTENING OF RA ILRO A D  TRA CK  CURVES AND  SUBMITTING 
rO  T H E  QUA LIFIED  V OTERS OF TH E M U N IC IPA L ITY  A T  TH E REG U LA R M U N ICIPAL 
ELECTION APRIL 4 ,2000  A  BALLOT PROPOSITION TO APPROVE SAID CONVEYANCES.

WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad Corporation seeks to improve the safety and efficiency o f the 
Uaska Railroad by realigning and straightening tracks between Anchorage and Wasilla; and

WHEREAS, certain track curves to be straightened are at Alaska Railroad mile posts 132 and 133 
nd within the Municipality’s Beach Lake Park generally near Beach Lake Road off o f South Birchwood 
,oop Road as shown on the diagram attached hereto as Appendix A whiHt is incorporated herein by 
eference; and

WHEREAS, the right-of-way required from the Municipality to straighten the curve at milepost 132 
5 approximately 2.29 acres as shown in detail on Page 1 of Appendix B and legally described on Page 2 of 
Appendix B which is incorporated herein by reference; and

WHEREAS, the right-of-way required from the Municipality to straighten the curve at milepost 133 
> approximately 11.23 acres as shown in detail on Page 1 o f Appendix C and legally described on Page 2 
f  Appendix C which is incorporated herein by reference; and

WHEREAS, a portion of the 11.23 acres may in the future be used to construct access to nearby 
mds o f  the Eklutna Native Corporation; and

WHEREA-S, by letter dated February 4, 2000 to the Municipal Assembly Eklutna Native 
Corporation has committed to abide by all municipal regulations and pursue- all municipal processes for the 
evclopmem of those lands and ftjrther to convey additional land to be incorporated into Beach Lake Park; 
nd

WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad right-of-way which will become surplus at mile post 133 and 
/hich will be conveyed to the Municipality for incorporation into Beach Lake Park is 4.54 acres as shown 
n Page 1 o f  Appendix C which is incorporated herein by reference; and

HLH\AkflailUd\He»ch Lake A O  

Febrvary 15. 2000 version
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AO 2000-42(S) Page 2.

WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad Corporation is obligated pursuant to 45 U.S.C. § 1209(c) to 
transfer abandoned right-of-way to the United States which is required to reconvey the land to owners of 
the adjacent private land; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad intends to construct valuable public improvements, namely, a new 
grade-separated crossing at Beach Lake Road and a new pedestrian underpass to connect the Beach Lake 
trail system on either side of the Railroad all as additional consideration lor the conveyance of the municipal 
park lands to it; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Anchorage Ordinance No. 84-199, the Municipality’s Beach Lake Park is 
dedicated to pork and recreational uses, the conveyance o f which must be approved by the voters o f the 
Municipality pursuant to Anchorage Municipal Charter §10.02(8); now therefore,

rH E  ANCHORAGE ASSEMBLY ORDAINS:

Section I: Subject to fulfillment o f the conditions in Section 2. o f  this ordinance and Charter § 10.02(8),
he Municipality shall convey the fee title to the lands o f the Beach Lake Park shown and legally described 
n Appendices B and C hereto to the Alaska Railroad Corporation in exchange for the conveyance o f the fee 
iimple title to the right-of-way which is to be abandoned also as shown and legally described in Appendix 
3 hereto and the construction at the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s expense o f the following public 
improvements:

a.

b.

d.

A new grade-separated crossing at Beach Lake Road to American Association o f 
State Highway and Transportation Officials standards which will be an underpass 
with at least a 14.6 foot high clearance; and
Movement of the Beach Lake Road crossing approximately 380 feet north o f  the 
existing Beach Lake Road crossing and elimination of the steep approach to the 
existing crossing; and
A pedestrian underpass to connect the Beach Lake Trail system on either side of the 
railroad and which will accommodate dog mushers and their teams, skiers and other 
users o f the trail system; and
Contouring o f the railroad lands conveyed to the Municipality to accommodate safe 
pedestrian and/or vehicular traffic connections and multi-usc access.

iection 2: The .Municipality's obligation described in Section 1 o f this ordinance is subject to the
hllowing conditions subsequent which shall occur on or before March 21, 2000:

The lands lo be exchanged pursuant hereto shall be appraised hy competent appraiser 
to be selected and retained by the Municipality, the cost of which shall be reimbursed 
to the Municipality by thenAlaska'Railfoad Corporation.

The Alaska Railroad Corporation shall provide the Municipality its written engineers’ 
estimates of cost and value o f  the improvements described in Section 1 above.

HI.UVURailKtHBtadi Ukc AO 
rcbiuary 1 a. 2000 version
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c. The Municipal Assembly shall by resolution make a finding, based on the appraisal 
and engineers' estimate, that the value of the consideration required from the Alaska 
Railroad Corporation exceeds the fair market value o f the fee simple interest of the 
park land to be conveyed by the Municipality.

Section 3: That, pursuant to Charter §10.02(8), a ballot proposition in substantially the following form
shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the Municipality at the regular municipal election to be held 
April 4 ,2000:

Proposition______
A PPROVING CONVEYANCE O F LANDS W IT H IN  BEACH LA K E PARK T O  THE ALASKA 

RAILROAD CO RPO RA TIO N TO  STRA IG H TEN  RA ILRO A D  CURVES 
AND CREATE PO T EN TIA L A CCESS TO  A D JA CEN T LANDS

Shall Anchorage Ordinance 2000-42(S) authorizing the Municipality o f Anchorage to 
convey approximately 13.551 acres o f land in Beach Lake Park to the Alaska Railroad 
Corporation to straighten track curves al Alaska Railroad mile posts 132 and 133 to improve 
safety and efficiency and to create potential access to adjacent lands in exchange for the 
conveyance to the Municipality o f abandoned right-of-way and construction o f valuable 
public improvements by the Alaska Railroad Corporation be approved?

Yes [ ] No [ ]

Section 4: Upon conveyance of the railroad lands to the Municipality in accordance with this ordinance,
said lands are hereby dedicated to park and recreational uses as pan o f Beach Lake Park.

Section 5: The Proposition set forth in Section 3 o f this ordinance shall become effective upon
ratification o f the election at which presented if, but only if, said Proposition is approved by a majority of 
;he qualified voters voting on the Proposition. All other Sections of this ordinance shall become effective 
mmediately upon passage and approval.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Assembly th is  day o f ________________ . 2000.

Chair of the Assembly
ATTEST:

V lunieipal C le rk

HI .B\,\ k RjilKOMJcach Lake M ) 

Februo/y 15, 2000 veivon
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S C A L E

( W FEET )
I INCH = 200FT.

E A G L E  R I V E R  T O  W A S I L L A

P R O P O S E D  R E A L I G N M E N T S  T O

C U R V E  1 3 2

A  = 23’5 r0 0 "
R «■ 1031.90’
L = 429.54’
T = 217.93’
CB = N45'47‘J 0 ,‘E 
CO = 426.45'

Sec 24

1319.27'

- v " * -
S89‘48’E 1331.62’

Sec 25

ALASKA RAILROAD CORPORATION
OFFICE Of IHE CIHEF ENGINEER 

P 0 BOX 107500. AHOlOPACf, 1*310-7500 (107) 785- l«S8

T 15 N 

Sec 23

Sec 25Sec 26

PROPOSED 
RIGHT-OF-WAY



LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
CURVE No. 132 

PROPOSED RIGHT-OF-W AY

A portion o f the SW 1/4, Section 24, Township 15 North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian, 

Anchorage Recording District, Alaska and more particularly described as follows:

Commencing at the one-quarter (1/4) com er common to Section 24 and Section 25, Township 15 

North, Range 2 West, Seward Meridian, Alaska; Thence N 89°48' W along the line between Section 

24 and Section 25 a distance o f 1319.27 l'cct to a point on the easterly boundary o f the Alaska 

Railroad Corporation Right-of-Way shown as I.ot 1 on the I Jnited Slates Department of the Interior, 

Bureau o f Land Management plat titled "U.S. Survey No. 9020, Alaska" and dated October 29,1992, 

the TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING; Thence N 33°52’ F. along said easterly Riglu-of Way a 

distance oi‘378.18 feet; Thence continuing along said Right-of-W ay a distance o f 429.54 feet on 

the arc o f a curve to the right, with a radius o f 1031.90 feet, through a central angle of23°51'OO" and 

whose chord bears N 45°47’30" E a distance o f 426.45 feet; Thence continuing along said Right-of- 

Way N 57°43' E a distance o f276.47 feet; Thence S 35'’I0T2" W a distance o f4 9 1.94 feet; Thcncc 

S 52°36’00" W a distance of 587.61 feel to the TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING. Containing 99,620 

square feet (2.29 acres) more or less.

Appendix B 
Page 2 of 2



290.41
S28|OB|00*VV AREA 

.489,320 S.F.. 
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LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
CURVE No. 133 

PROPOSED RIGHT-OF-WAY

A portion o f the SE 1/4, Section 13, and the NE 1/4, Section 24, Township 15 North, Range 2 West, 

Seward Meridian, Anchorage Recording District, Alaska and more particularly described as follows:

Commencing at the Section Comer common to Sections 13 and 24, Township 15 North, Range 2 

West, and Sections 18 and 19, Township 15 North, Range 1 West, Seward Meridian, Alaska, 

marked by an Aluminum BLM Monument dated 1984; Thence N  0°04'00" E along the line between 

Section 13, T15N, K2W, SM and Section 18, T15N, R1W, SM a distance o f 371.76 feet to the 

TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING; Thence continuing along said section line N 0°04'00" E a distance 

o f 609.45 feet; Thcncc a distance o f 391.46 feel on the arc o f  a curve to the left, with a radius of 

5779.58 feet, through a central angle o f  3 °5 2 '5 r , and whose chord bears S 30o04,25'' W a distance 

o f 391.39 feet; Thcncc S28°08'00" W a distance o f 1088.25 feel; Thence S 39°30’00" E a distance 

o f  108.13 feet; Thence S28°08'00" W a distance o f  290.41 feet; Thence a distance o f  875.38 feet 

on the arc o f a curve to the right, with a radius o f 5629.65 feet, through a central angle o f 8°54'33", 

and whose chord bears S 32°35'16" W a distance o f 874.49 feet to a point on, and tangent to, the 

northwesterly boundary of the Alaska Railroad Corporation Right-of-Way shown as L ot 1 on the 

United States Department o f  the Interior, Bureau o f Land M anagement plat titled "U.S. Survey No. 

9020, Alaska" and dated October 29, 1992; Thence N 37°02’33" E along said Right-of-Way a 

distance o f202.15 feet; Thcncc continuing along said Right-of-W ay a distance o f  521.08 feet on the 

arc of a curve to the right, with a radius o f 1528.44 feet, through a central angle of 19°32'00", and 

whose chord bears N 46°48’33" E a distance o f 518.56 feet; Thence continuing along said Right-of- 

Way N 56°34'33" E a distance o f 148.16 feet: Thence N 28°08'00" F. a distance o f l  323.81 feet to 

the TRI.JF, POINT OF BEGINNING. Containing 489,320 square feet (11.23 acres) more or less.

Appendix C 
1‘.h «c 2 of 2



HEADQUARTERS
ALASKAN COMMAND (ALCOM) 

ELMENDORF AIR FORCE BASE, ALASKA 99506

COM A LCO M
JAM 2  0  2000

9480 Pease A venue, Suite 101 
E lm endorf A FB A K  99506-2100

The H onorable L isa  M urkowski
Alaska State Legislature
Room 406
State Capitol
Juneau A K  99801-1182

Dear R epresentative M urkowski

In 1998, th is com m and and the Alaska Railroad Corporation entered into a cooperative 
relationship to study the railroad’s concent for track upgrade and realignm ent between W asilla 
and the A nchorage rail yard. It is my understanding that because aspects o f  this project are 
dependent on A laska legislative approval and you have requested assurance from this command 
that we w ill continue cooperation on the project.

I believe th is concept may m utually benefit both the railroad and the defense installations 
in the greater A nchorage area. In addition to im proving railroad efficiency and safety, the 
potential exists for the project to increase rail traffic safety  on Fort R ichardson and E lm endorf 
AFB and to enhance future infrastm cture developm ent b y  the services.

W e have been participating in a w orking gioup  along with the railroad and the Bureau o f  
Land M anagem ent to facilitate the effort and address issues o f  concern raised by the railroad and 
the D epartm ent o f  Defense. W e will continue to w ork tow ard Ihe m utual benefit o f  all parties.

cc:
Sen. Loren Lem an 
Gov. W illiam  Sheffield 
M G D ean C ash, Cdr, U SA RA K  
Brig Gen Scott G ration, 3W G/CC

Sincerely

TH O M A S R. CASE 
L ieutenant General, USAF 
C om m ander

Guardian of the North
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ek lu tna 1
16S15 CENTEHF1ELD DRIVE, SUITE 201 

E A O U  RIVER, ALASKA 99S77 
(907) 098-2821 f AK; |0O7) 696.284S

William J. Sheffield 
Chief Executive Officer 
Alaska Railroad Corporation 
P.O. Box 107500 
Anchorage 
AK 99510 November 22,1999

Re: Memorandum of Understanding
-- August 4,1999

Dear Governor Sheffield:

I understand that there are concerns that the anticipated land exchange will accelerate the 
development of Clunie Lake as a float plane base or will encourage development in conflict with 
the military mission on Fort Richardson. I wish to clarify the situation for the record.

Eklutna, Inc. has owned the portion of the Powder Reserve adjacent to Fort Richardson since 
1993. The Alaska Railroad (ARRC) assured access across the tracks via a grade-separated 
crossing and agreed to pay for it in the 1987 Settlement Agreement. Nothing in the land exchange 
anticipated in the 1999 Memorandum of Understanding between the ARRC and Eklutna, Inc. 
changes either of these two facts.

A float plane base at Lake Clunie was selected by the Department of Transportation and Public 
Facilities under the provisions of the North Anchorage Land Agreement should that part of Fort 
Richardson be surplussed. Eklutna already owns the southwest shoreline of Lake Clunie. 
However, the size, configuration, and wetlands of its holdings make it impractical to develop such 
a facility on Eklutna lands. We have no plans to develop a float plane base there.

Eklutna, Inc. reserves the right to develop its lands in accord with appropriate regulations. We 
also want to make it clear that we support the continuation of the Fort Richardson Army Base. In 
the event, however, that military land is surplussed, Eklutna, Inc. intends to ensure that it 
receives the full benefit of the promises made In the North Anchorage Land Agreement.

Very Truly Yours,

George W. Easley /  
Chief Executive Officer
Eklutna, Inc.



HEADQUARTERS 
ALASKAN COMMAND (ALCOM) 

ILMENDORF AIR FORCE SASE. ALASKA S83C0

July 10, 1998
The Honorable Frank Murkowski 
United States Senate 
SH-322, Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington DC 20510-0202

Dear Senator Murkowski,

Alaska Railroad Corporation and the Alaskan Command have entered into a cooperative 
relationship to study the Railroad*® concept for improving service between W asilla and the 
Anchorage n il yard.

•

We believe this concept may mutually benefit both the Railroad and the Defense installations 
in the greater Anchorage area. Improving hack alignment will allow for the desired decrease in 
transit times between Wasilla and Anchorage. In addition to improving railroad efficiency, any 
project w ill have as a primary goal to increase rail traffic safety measures on Fort Richardson and 
Elmendorf AFB.

We have established a working group to facilitate the feasibility study effort and address 
issues o f concern raised by the Railroad and the Department o f Defense. W e look forward to 
working toward the mutual benefit o f all parties.

Sincerely,

President and Chief Executive Officer 
Alaska Railroad Corporation

Lieuterumt General, USAF 
Commander, Alaskan Command

Poat-ir Fax Note 7071

C k W (m  c f t h *  N o r th



A l a s k a  V i s i t o r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
2 5 2 5  C S t r e e t ,  S u i te  4 0 0  •  A n c h o r a g e ,  A la s k a  9 9 5 0 3

Phone: (907) 561 -5733  • Fax: (907) 561 -5 7 2 7  
F-mail: avanet.org • w w w .visitalaska.org

1999-2000 
feecMVe Officers 

P re s id e n t  

B i l l  P e d la r

Holland America line 
Seattle, Washington

1 s t  V ic e  P r e s id e n t  

A nn  C a m p b e ll

Aurora Consulting 
Anchorage, Alaska

2 n d  V ic e  P r e s id e n t  

J u s t in  R ip le y  

Alaska Tour and Travel 
Anchorage, Alaska 

V P  G o v e r n m e n t  R e la t io n s  

B o b  D in d in g e r  

Alaska Travel Adventures 
Juneau, Alaska 

S e c re ta ry  

B r c lt  C a r lso n  
Nath. Alaska Tour Company 

Fairbanks, Alaska 
T re a su re r  

T o n i W a lk e r  

Logistic, LLC 
Anchorage, Alaska 
Past P r e s id e n t  

K en  D o le  
Cleric Lesort/SeabomeAviation 

Ketchikan, Alaska
Board of Directors

B o b  B erto  

Southeast Stevedoring 
J o h n e  B in k le y  

Alaska Riverboat Discovery/ 
El Dorado Cold Mine 

D e n n i s  B ran d o n  
Cook Inlet Region, Inc. 

D e a n  B ro w n  

Princess 7ours 
B i l l  E la n d e r  

Anchorage Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 

B o b  E n g e lb r e c h l 
NorthStar Trekking 

Jo h n  Fox 

Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd.
L a u r ie  H e rm an  
Alaska Railroad 

J o h n  M a zo r  

luneau Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 

M a rg a r e t  N e lso n  

Alaska Native Heritage Center 
C a r y  O d le  

Alaska .Travel Adventures 
A rne  O ls so n  

Hotel Halsinglanu' 
B rad  P h il l ip s  

Phillips Cruises & Tours 
F ran k  R o se  

Alaska Lodging ManagementI 
Denali Blulls Hotel 

K ath y  Tarr 

Kenai Visitors & 
Convention Bureau 

T om  T ougas 

Kenai Fiords Tours 
C h r i s  v o n  Im h o f 

Alyeska Resort 
B r a d  W a lk e r  

Alaska Airlines

U 99-6

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE ALASKA RA ILRO A D 'S 
TRACK UPGRADE AND REALIGNM ENT PR O JE C T

WHEREAS, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and equipment wear, 
consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced maintenance requirement 
-  all leading to a reduced frequency of train derailments and lower operating costs; and

WHEREAS, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional public access 
amenities that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska Railroad's track; and

WHEREAS, this project will result in reduced train running time between Anchorage and 
Wasilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter service viable; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means more efficient 
and cost effective service to the interior of Alaska; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means a potential 
reduction in the number of automobiles on the highway; and

WHEREAS, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more jobs for 
Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better infrastructure 
to support future economic development in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, this project enhances the value of ARRC's asset which is owned by the State; 
and

WHEREAS, to accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to convey the 
Corporation's entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent valued land with 
Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc. and other entities; and

WHEREAS, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Visitors Association supports the 
ARRC's efforts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and Wasilla to improve 
safety and efficiency of the Alaska Railroad Corporation's train operations, to enhance the 
state-owned transportation asset, and to make future commuter service viable; and ______

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska Visitors Association seeks to assist ARRC in 
obtaining legislative approval to exchange equivalent valued land with neighboring entities 
in order to accomplish the track realignment project.

Adopted by the Alaska Visitors Association B oard o f  D irectors 
December 10, 1999

T in a  L in d g ren

Executive Director

http://www.visitalaska.org
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A Resolution Supporting the Alaska Railroad’s 
Track Upgrade and Realignment Project

M SC VB Resolution FY2000-04

W H ER EA S, a strnighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and equipment
wear, consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced 
maintenance requirement -  all leading to a reduced frequency o f  train 
derailments and lower operating costs; and

W H EREA S, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional public 
access amenities that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska 
Railroad's track; and

W H EREA S, this project will result in reduced train running time between Anchorage' ’ 
and Wasilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter 
service viable; and

W H ER EA S, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means more efficient 
and cost effective service to the interior o f Alaska; and

W H ER EA S, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means a potential 
reduction in the number o f  automobiles on the highway; and

W H ER EA S, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more jobs for 
Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a 
better infrastructure to support future economic development in Alaska; 
and

W H ER EA S, this project improves the ARRC's asset which enhances the state's 
ownership o f  the railroad; and

W H ER EA S, to accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to convey 
the Corporation's entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent 
valued land with Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, 
Eklutna, Inc. and other entities; and

W H ER EA S, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade 
agreement.

NOW , T H E R E F O R E  BE IT  RESOLVED that the Mat-Su Convention & Visitors 
Bureau supports the ARRC's efforts to upgrade and realign its track 
between Anchorage and Wasilla to improve safety and efficiency o f the 
Alaska Railroad Corporation's train operations, to enhance the state-owned 
transportation asset, and to make future corunuter service viable; and

HCOt Box 6166J2l, Palmer, Alaaka 99645 Phone: (907) 746-5000; Fax: (907) 746-2683

www.ala»haviait<om e-fnail:info4alaikaivi»lt-coin Located a t  Mile 55.5 P ir iu  Hwy
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MSCVB Resolution FY2000-04
Supporting the Alaska Railroad’s Track Upgrade and Realignment Project

BE IT  FU R T H E R  RESOLVED that the Mat-Su Convention & Visitors Bureau seeks to 
assist ARRC in obtaining legislative approval to exchange equivalent 
valued land with neighboring entities in order to accomplish the track 
realignment project

Passed and approved by a majority o f  those voting at the regular board meeting on 
January 8 ,2000.

Approved:
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The C e n l n  ol Op p o r t u n i t y

AEDC Executive Committee Resolution 
Supporting the Alaska Railroad’s track upgrade and realignment project

Whereas, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and equipment wear, consistency in train 
handling, increased sight distance, and reduced maintenance requirement - all leading to a reduced frequency of 
train derailments and lower operating costs; and

Whereas, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional public access amenities that will 
enhance safety and access across the Alaska Railroad's track; and

Whereas, this project will result in reduced train running time between Anchorage and Wasilla from 95 minutes to 
50 minutes making future commuter service more viable; and

Whereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means more efficient and cost effective service to 
the interior of Alaska; and

Whereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means a potential reduction in die number of 
automobiles on the highway; and

Whereas, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more ARRC jobs for Alaskans through 
additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better infrastructure to support ftirure economic development 
in Alaska; ano

Whereas, this project enhances the value of of the state owned railroad; and

Whereas, to accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to convey the Corporation's entire 
interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent valued land with Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort Richardson 
Army Base, Eklutna, Inc. and other entities; and

Whereas, no fimfo will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade agreement

Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Anchorage Economic Development Corporation supports the ARRCs 
efforts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and Wasilla to improve safety and efficiency of the 
Alaska Railroad Corporation's train operations, to enhance the state-owned transportation asset, and to make future 
commuter service viable; and

Be It Further Resolved that the Anchorage Economic Development Corporation seeks to assist ARRC in 
obtaining legislative approval to exchange equivalent valued land with neighboring entities in order to accomplish 
the track realignment project.

Passed and approved this 20th day of December, 1999.

Mol Nichols, Chairman
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RESOLUTION 99-3 
A Resolution Supporting the Alaska Railroad’s Traci. Upgrade 

and Realignm ent Project

ANCHORAGE CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WHEREAS, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and equipment wear, consistency 
in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced m aintenance requirement -  all leading to  a 
reduced frequency o f  train derailments and lower operating costs; and

WHEREAS, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional public access am enities 
that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska Railroad’s track; and

WHEREAS, this project will result in reduced train running tim e between Anchorage and W asilla 
from 95 minutes to  50 minutes making future commuter service viable; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit tim e between Anchorage and W asilla means more efficient and cost 
effective service to the Interior o f  Alaska; and

WHEREAS, reduced transit tim e between Anchorage and W asilla means a potential reduction in the 
number o f  automobiles on the highway, and

WHEREAS, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more jobs for A laskans 
through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better infrastructure to  support future 
economic development in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, this project improves the ARRC’s asset which enhances the State’s ownership o f  the 
railroad; and

WHEREAS, to accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to convey the 
Corporation’s entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent valued land with E lm endorf 
Air Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc., and other entities; and

WHEREAS, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau supports 
the ARRC’s efforts to upgrade and realign its track between A nchorage and Wasilla to improve safety 
and efficiency o f  the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s train operations, to enhance the State-owned 
transportation asset, and to make future commuter service viable; and

I

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Anchorage Convention & Visitors Bureau supports ARRC as 
it seeks to obtain legislative approval to exchange equivalent valued land with neighboring entities in 
order to accomplish the track realignment project.

Approved by the Board o f Directors, this 21s  day o f  December, 1999.

J U S
Bruce Bustam ante Bill Elandcr [
Chairm an President & CEO
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GREATER PALMER 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

« Ga te w a y  to  l l a c h c t  P a ss  ♦

A resolution supporting the Alaska Railroad’s 
track upgrade and realignment project

Reso lu tion  99-06

W hereas, a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and 
equipment wear, consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced 
maintenance requirement -  all leading to a reduced frequency of train derailments and 
lower operating costs; and

W hereas, this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional 
public access amenities that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska 
Railroad’s track; and

W hereas, this project will result in reduced train running time between 
Anchorage and W asilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter service 
viable; and

W hereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and W asilla  means more 
efficient and cost effective service to the interior of Alaska; and

W hereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and W asilla  means a 
potential reduction in the number of automobiles on the highway; and

W hereas, more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more jobs 
for Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better 
infrastructure to support future economic development in Alaska; and

W hereas, this project improves the A R R C ’s asset which enhances the state’s 
ownership of the railroad; and

W hereas, to accomplish this project, ARR C  will need legislative approval to 
convey the Corporation’s entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent 
valued land with Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort R ichardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc. 
and other entities; and

Whereas, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade 
agreement.

Now, Therefore Be It R eso lved  that the Greater Palmer Chamber of Commerce 
supports the A R R C ’s efforts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and 
W asilla to improve safety and efficiency of the A laska Railroad Corporation’s train 
operations, to enhance the state-owned transportation asset, and to make future 
commuter service viable; and

Be It Further R eso lved  that the Greater Palmer Chamber of Commerce seeks 
to assist A R R C  in obtaining legislative approval to exchange equivalent valued land 
with neighboring entities in order to accomplish the track realignment project.

Approved this 1!7,h day of December, 1999.
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• Voted “Alaska’s Outstanding Local C ham berof Commerce ~  1998"

R E SO L U T IO N  99-07

A R E S O L U T IO N  O F  T H E  G R E A T E R  W A SIL L A  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  
IN S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  A LA SK A  R A IL R O A D ’S T R A C K  E N H A N C E M E N T S  
P R O JE C T .

W hereas, a straighter track prom otes safety due to  reduced track and equipment wear, 
consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced maintenance 
requirem ent all leading to a reduced frequency o f  train derailments and lower operating 
costs; and

W hereas, this project includes upgrades to  vehicle crossings and additional public access 
amenities that will enhance safety and access across the Alaska Railroad’s track; and

W hereas, this project will result in reduced train running time betw een Anchorage and 
Wasilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future com m uter service viable; and

W hereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means m ore efficient and 
cost effective service to the interior o f  Alaska: and

W hereas, reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means a potential 
reduction in the number o f  automobiles on the highway; and

W h ereas, m ore efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates m ore jobs for 
Alaskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better 
infrastructure to  support future economic development in A laska; and

W hereas, this project improves the A R R C ’s asset which enhances the s ta te ’s ow nership 
o f  the railroad: and

W hereas, to  accomplish this project, ARRC will need legislative approval to  convey the 
C oiporation’s entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent valued land with 
E lm endorf A ir Force Base, Fort Richardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc. and other entities; 
and

W hereas, no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade agreem ent.

http://www.chamber.wasilla.net


Now, T h ere fo re  Be it Resolved that the Greater Wasilla Chamber o f  Com m erce 
supports the A R R C ’s efforts to  upgrade and realign its tracks between A nchorage and 
Wasilla to  im prove safety ana efficiency o f  the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s train 
operations, to  enhance the state-owned transportation asset, and to make future com m uter 
service viable; and

Be it F u r th e r  R esolved that the Greater Wasilla Chamber o f  Commerce seeks to  assist 
ARRC in obtaining legislative approval to  exchange equivalent valued land with 
neighboring entities in order to  accomplish the track realignment project.

H ereby , adopted by the G reater Wasilla Chamber o f  Commerce this 15lh day o f  
December, 1999.



Requested and Prepared by: Administration 
Meeting date: January 10, 2000 

Adopted: January 10, 2000 
Vote: Unanimous

CITY O F W A S ILLA  
RESOLUTION S E R IA L  NO. 00-03

A  R ESO LU T IO N  O F THE CITY OF W ASILLA , A L A S K A  SU PPO R TIN G  TH E A L A S K A  
R A ILR O A D ’S T R A C K  U PG RAD E AND  R EALIG N M EN T  P R O JE C T .

W H E R E A S , a straighter track promotes safety due to reduced track and 
equipment wear, consistency in train handling, increased sight distance, and reduced 
maintenance requirement -  all leading to a reduced frequency of train derailments and 
lower operating costs; and

W H E R E A S , this project includes upgrades to vehicle crossings and additional 
public access amenities that will enhance safety and access across the A laska 
Railroads track; and

W H E R E A S , this project will result in reduced train running time between 
Anchorage and W asilla from 95 minutes to 50 minutes making future commuter service 
viable; and

W H E R E A S , reduced transit time between Anchorage and Wasilla means more 
efficient and cost effective service to the interior of Alaska; and

W H E R E A S , reduced transit time between Anchorage and W asilla means a 
potential reduction in the number of automobiles on the highway; and

W H ER EA S , more efficient rail operations reduces train gridlock, creates more 
jobs for A laskans through additional freight and passenger service, and builds a better 
infrastructure to support future economic development in Alaska; and

W H E R E A S , this project improves the A R R C ’s asset which enhances the state's 
ownership of the railroad; and

W H E R E A S , to accomplish this project, A R R C  will need legislative approval to 
convey the Corporation’s entire interest in certain lands in exchange for equivalent 
valued land with Elmendorf Air Force Base, Fort R ichardson Army Base, Eklutna, Inc. 
and other entities; and

W H E R E A S , no funds will be exchanged between the parties in this land trade 
agreement.

City of Wasilla
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NOW  TH E R E FO R E  BE  IT RESOLVED , that the City of W asilla supports the 
A R R C ’s efforts to upgrade and realign its track between Anchorage and Wasilla to 
improve safety and efficiency of the Alaska Railroad Corporation’s train operations, to 
enhance the state-owned transportation asset, and to make future commuter service 
viable; and

BE IT FU RTH ER  R ESO LV ED , that the City of W asilla seeks to assist A R R C  in 
obtaining legislative approval to exchange equivalent valued land with neighboring 
entities in order to accomplish the track realignment project.

AD O PTED  by the W asilla City Council on January 10, 2000.

I certify that a resolution in substantially the above form was passed by a 
majority of those voting at a duly called and conducted meeting of the governing body 
of the City of Wasilla this 10th day of January 2000.

KRISTIE L. V A N G O RD ER , CMC/AAE 
City Clerk

[SEAL]
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