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SPONSOR STATEMENT SJR 8

SJR 8 is aresolution urging Congress and the Bureau of the Census to conduct the
2000 decennial census consistent with the ruling in Department of Commerce v. United
States House and with the Constitution of the United States.

The Bureau of Census plans on using random sampling techniques or other
statistical methods instead of an “actual enumeration,” meaning a physical head count of
the population. A random sampling technique or other statistical methods of census could
raise serious issues of vote dilution and violate “one person, one vote” legal protections,
expose the state to protracted and costly litigation over redistricting, and ultimately result
in a court ruling invalidating the redistricting plan.

SJR 8 opposes the use of P.L. 94-171 data for state legislative redistricting based
on census figures determined in whole or part by the use of statistical inferences derived
by means of random sampling techniques or other statistical methodologies that add or
subtract persons, not based on a physical head count.



Senator Jerry W ard

Alaska State Legislature

March 30, 1999

Representative Jeannette James, Chair
House State Affairs Committee

Representative Jeannette James,

SJR 8 is a resolution urging Congress and the Bureau of the Census to conduct the
2000 decennial census using actual enumeration rather than a statistical method of

counting.

Please schedule SJR 8 in the House State Affairs Committee at your earliest
convenience. -

You,

lLu USL
Ward
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Chairm dN, Senate Transportation Committee e Chairman, Senate Stale A Itairs Committee
SenatorJerry_\VaaK«’lejlis.stale.ak.us
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SPONSOR STATEMENT SJR 8

SJR 8 is a resolution urging Congress and the Bureau of the Census to conduct the
2000 decennial census consistent with the ruling in Department of Commerce v. United
States House and with the Constitution of the United States.

The Bureau of Census plans on using random sampling techniques or other
statistical methods instead of an “actual enumeration,” meaning a physical head count of
the population. A random sampling technique or other statistical methods of census could
raise serious issues of vote dilution and violate “one person, one vote” legal protections,
expose the state to protracted and costly litigation over redistricting, and ultimately result
in a court ruling invalidating the redistricting plan.

SJR 8 opposes the use of P.L. 94-171 data for state legislative redistricting based
on census figures determined in whole or part by the use of statistical inferences derived
by means of random sampling techniques or other statistical methodologies that add or
subtract persons, not based on a physical head count.
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