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Alaska’s Constitution currently provides for legislative confirmation of all boards or 
commissions which are the head of a principal department or a regulatory or quasi­
judicial agency. An example would be the Department of Fish and Game.

Public corporations, which manage and control billions of dollars of state assets and 
have a tremendous impact on the economy of our statr are not included in this 
provision. Their members are not subject to legislative confirmation. An example is the 
Permanent Fund Corporation.

I believe these public corporation boards should also be required to undergo formal 
appointment and confirmation, thereby making the public and their elected 
representatives part of the process.

HJR 52 would amend Alaska’s constitution to require this.
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House of Representatives
House District 34

To: Representative Jeannette James
Chair, House State Affairs Committee

From: Representative Jeannette James

Date: February 7, 2000

Subject: Request for Hearing: HJR 52

Please schedule the following bill for a hearing in the House State Affairs 
Committee at your earliest convenience:

HJR 52, a resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the 
State of Alaska relating to certain public corporations.

A copy of the resolution is included.
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Senate Finance Committee
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Miicial Business MEMORANDUM

TO: The Senate State Affairs C om m ittee
Senator Bert Sharp, C hairm an 
Senator R andy Phillips
Senator Loren Leman 
Senator D ave Donley 
Senator Jim D uncan

FROM: Senator Rick H alford

DATE: February 20,1995

SUBJECT: SJR 14 Sponsor S tatem ent

C urren tly , the A laska C onstitu tion  prov ides for legislative confirm ation of 
any board  or com m ission w hich is the head  of a principal d ep artm en t or a 
regu latory  or quasi-judicial agency; such as the D epartm ent of Education, the 
D epartm ent of Fish and  G am e or all the  professional and regu la to ry  boards. 
Public corporations such as the P erm anent F und  C orporation , A laska 
Railroad, and  Alaska H ousing  Finance C orporation, w hich  are far m ore 
significant and im portan t than regulatory  boards, are no t included  in this 
p ro v is io n .

Board m em bers of these public corporations m anage and control billions of 
dollars o f sta te  assets w hich have a trem endous im pact on all A laskans as 
well as o u r  state's econom y.

To date, the  Perm anent F und  C orporation  m anages over 15 billion dollars in 
state assets. The Ra ilroad C orporation, an  agency virtually  in d ep en d en t of 
any state control, m anages over 100 m illion dollars in state assets. A laska 
H ousing  Finance C orporation 's 1994 annual report, indicates that AHFC is 
currently  m anaging assets in excess of 2 bilhnn dollars.

I believe the  am endm ent p roposed  in  SJR 14 is a necessary add ition  to o u r 
state 's constitution. It is clear the drafters o f the constitu tion in ten d ed  that 
the boards controlling principal state functions and Alaska's largest assets be 
subject to form al appo in tm en t an d  confirm ation.

Please give SJR 14 your full consideration. Thank you.
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 34

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

BY SENATORS HALFORD, Ward, Donley, Taylor 

Introduced: 1/28/00
Referred: Labor and Commerce, Finance

A RESOLUTION

1 Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to

2 certain public corporations.

3 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. Article III, sec. 26, Constitution of the State of Alaska, is amended to read:

5 Section 26. Boards and Commissions. When a board or commission is at the

6 head of a principal department or a regulatory or quasi-judicial agency, or at the head

7 of a public corporation that manages State assets, its members shall be appointed by

8 the governor, subject to confirmation by a majority of the members of the legislature in

9 joint session, and may be removed as provided by law. They shall be citizens of the

10 United Stales. The board or commission may appoint a principal executive officer when

11 authorized by law, but the appointment shall be subject to the approval of the governor.

12 With respect to public corporations, the legislature may by law exclude the

13 applicability of this section based on the type or value, or both, of the State assets

14 that arc managed by the public corporation.

15 * Sec. 2. The amendment proposed by this resolution shall be placed before the voters of the

16 stale at the next general election in conformity with art. XIII, sec. 1, Constitution of the Slate

SJR034A - 1- S.IR 34
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1 of Alaska, and the election laws of the state.

SJR 34 -2- SJR034A
.
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