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Representative John Coghill

H JR  27 Maritime Boundary Dispute between Alaska and Russia 
Sponsor Statement M a rc h  10,1999

HJR 27 explains the boundary dispute between Russia and Alaska and requests the 
Governor and Attorney General to actively pursue resolving the problem.
The current boundary dispute arises from two sources. First, when the United States 
acquired much of Alaska from Russia in 1867, no boundary line was established since 
no land areas o f Russia and the United States touched each other. Secondly, additional 
islands in the Arctic were added to Alaska in 1881, including Wrangell, Bennett, 
Jeannette, and Henrietta. Equal in size to Rhode Island and Delaware combined, 
Wrangell was discovered by the U.S. Revenue Marine ship Corwin commanded by 
Captain Calvin Leighton Hooper, whose landing party included the famed naturalist 
John Muir. The other three islands were discovered by the U.S. Navy expedition 
aboard USS Jeannette commanded by Lt. George Washington DeLong and the island 
group still bears the name o f DeLong Islands. These additions to the United States were 
reflected in official territorial records, and much American activity was conducted in 
and around them. In 1924, Soviet Forces invaded Wrangell Island and interned the 
American inhabitants. The United States has never relinquished sovereignty over these 
islands to the Russians.
These areas became more valuable in 1976 when international law established the 200 
nautical mile fishery conservation zones from every country's coasts. In 1983 the 
exclusive economic zones (EEZ) were added that gave countries the rights to seabeds 
and below. Thus any small island would have 125,000 square miles o f ocean resources 
inside its 100 nautical mile radius. The disputed seabeds in the Arctic and Bering Sea 
amount to an area the size of Texas.
Because the U.S. and the former Soviet Union were within 400 nautical miles, it 
became necessary to negotiate a maritime boundary extending over 1200 miles. The 
U.S. and the former Soviet Union started boundary discussions in the late 1970’s, but 
never invited the State of Alaska to participate in any negotiations despite the fact that 
the potential maritime boundaries would significantly affect Alaska's territorial, 
sovereignty, and property rights. The public and the U.S. Congress were also excluded 
from any knowledge or input. The negotiations extended over 10 years, consisting 
mostly o f disagreements about how to draw a 1000-mile diagonal line from the Bering 
Strait to the end of the Aleutian Islands.
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In 1990, an executive agreement was reached between the U.S. State Department and the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry on a maritime boundary, and at the same time a proposed treaty 
was signed with the same provisions. This proposed treaty has never been ratified by the 
Russians and thus is not in force. The Russians are now demanding that the maritime 
boundary be moved even closer to Alaska so that it can get another 300 million pounds of 
fish per year from the American side and the State Department seems ready to concede to 
it.

The maritime boundary between Alaska and Russia thus remains unresolved, as does the 
status of the islands in the Arctic Ocean and at the end o f the Aleutians. Under 
Constitutional principles, Alaska has the right to participate in any negotiations that affect 
its territory, sovereignty, or property, and consent to the terms of any agreement. 
California has passed resolves supporting Alaska’s rights in this matter, and Idaho is 
anticipating passing a resolve on our behalf. The Governor and Alaska State Legislature 
cannot continue to stand by and allow the United States government to encroach any­
more on its states rights and valuable economic resources.
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T h e  W r a n g l e  o v e r  W r a n g e l l
A  treaty proposing the most dis- 

iraceful surrender of U.S. territory 
uid economic Interests since the 
surrender of the Panama Cana] is 
now pending in the Senate. Hear­
ings were held in mid-June and the 
pact, titled the "Soviet Union-United 
States Maritime Boundary Agree­
ment.” could soon be sent to thelloor 
for debate and a ratification vote.
The agreementwas signed on June 

1. 1990 by Secretary of State James 
Baker and then-Soviet Foreign Min­
ster Eduard Shevardnadze, and 
transmitted to the Senate by Presi­
dent Bush on September 26th. At 
first glance, it may appear innocu­
ous. since it merely seeks to estab­
lish a maritime boundary between 
the U.S. and USSR that would elimi­
nate existing disputes regarding sea. 
continental shelf, and economic ju­
risdictions in the Arctic Ocean. Bering 
and Chukchi Seas, and a portion of 
the North Pacific Ocean. But when 
closely scrutinized. it becomes shock­
ingly apparent that what it amounts 
to is a willing capitulation by our 
government to Soviet demands.

Surrendering U.S. Soil
Although the treaty does not spe­

cifically say so. one of Its effects 
would be to surrender to the Soviets 
sovereign control of five islands, in­
cluding huge Wrangell (often spelled 
"Wrangel") Island off the northeast 
coast of Siberia. Four of the five 
islands were discovered by Ameri­
cans: all of them became part of the 
U.S. in the last half of the 19th 
Century.

The treaty would establish as the 
naritime boundary line between the

* »V>o /-I o r r»  *-{ oC vk 4 iiL > « k .w  U iC  U W « i lO iU U U W * i
. lined in the 1867 treaty that trans- 
rred Alaska to the United States for 
:e "Seward's folly" sum of $7.2 mil- 
on. The demarcation line termi- 
ated all Russian claims to sover- 
ignty to the east but had absolutely 
o bearing on future U.S. claims on 
s yet undiscovered territories to the 
est. At the time, four of the five 
lands affected by the pending treaty

A L A S K A

had not been discovered. In 1924. 
State Department Solicitor F. M. 
Anderson reviewed documents lead­
ing to the 1867 treaty, and the treaty 
itself, and confirmed (in a memoran­
dum dated November 25. 1924). The 
Emperor of all the Russias ceded to 
the United States certain territories, 
(while) the United States in its part 
entered into no commitment which 
could be interpreted as an undertak­
ing not to press claims to any land 
west of the particular line above 
described [the demarcation line)."
The question today is whether the 

1867 demarcation line should be­
come a formal maritime boundary 
line between the U.S. and U S S R  
That Is what the pending treaty would

b a iu  w iiU u iu  al u c  r au i l C Q .  U lC  l i v e
Alaskan islands situated west of the 
line would become Soviet territory.
The State Department, always 

anxious to protect Soviet interests 
when they conflict with those of the 
U.S.. has for more than a decade 
contended that the 1867 line is al­
ready a legal maritime boundary.
The language of the 1867 treaty, 

however, does not even hint that the

demarcation line could serve as a 
boundary line. In 1978. Dr. William 
E. Butler, dean of the faculty of law 
at University College in London, wrote 
in the authoritative International 
Straits o f the World: The Russo- 
American Convention Line of 1867 
is not regarded as a state frontier, 
and the continental shelf boundary 
in the Chukchi Sea and northward 
remain to be negotiated." And. as we 
shall see shortly, in 1984 the Interior 
Department admitted that there is 
no maritime boundary between the 
U.S. and USSR (or its Russian pre­
decessor). The pending treaty would 
establish one for the first time, on 
terms stacked heavily in favor of the 
Soviets.

Startling Claim
Negotiations regarding the mari­

time boundary line began in 1981. 
They were conducted in strictest se­
crecy. It was only by chance that the 
scheming came to light. Mark 
Seidenberg, who is today vice-chair­
man of State Department Watch (the 
organization most responsible for 
keeping Americans informed about

f  NEW AMERICAN  /  JUL  Y 16, 1991



. in 1916. 1924 and 1925. and have Congress had already appropriated The chief of the U.S. Revenue 
‘occupied" Wrangell Island since funds to finance a search by rwo of Marine Service informed the U.S. 
1924. (As we shall see. the term the vessel's relief ships, the Thomas Coast and Geodetic Survey in 1881
occupied" to describe the Soviet Corwin and the John Rodgers. that Wrangell Island had been an-

•
iresence on Wrangell is indeed ap- Captain Calvin Leighton Hooper nexed to the United States, and de-
)ropriate). commanded the Thomas Corwin. At terrained that it should be included
i Wrangell Island is located some the time. Hooper also headed the in the District of Alaska (along with
?5 miles off the northeast coast of Bering Sea Patrol of the U.S. Rev- the three islands discovered by De
Liberia, and 270 miles northwest of enue Marine, thereby making him Long). In 1884 the Departments of
'ape Lisboume. Alaska, in the the de facto governor of Alaska (the the Treasury. Navy and War. as well
Jhukchi Sea. It covers about 2,800 District of Alaska was under juris- as the U.S. Coast Survey and the
square miles, making It slightly diction of the Treasury Department. Smithsonian Institution, listed
smaller than Delaware and Rhode which had placed Alaska under the Wrangell Island as part of Alaska,
.sland combined. It. and nearby charge of the U.S. Revenue Marine), and therefore U.S. territory. U.S.
Herald Island, are collectively called Hooper had full authority to discover Geological Survey Bulletins Nos. 169
the Chukchi Sea Islands. Bennett, and claim sovereignty over land on (1900). 187(1902).and274and299
Henrietta and Jeanette Islands are behalf of the United States. (1906) included the island as part of
located farther northwest in the East While searching for the Jeannette, the United States, as did Russian
Siberian Sea near the East Siberian Hooper and his crew (which included naval maps and encyclopedias at 
Islands. Collectively, they comprise John Muir, the renowned naturalist) the turn of the century, 
the De Long Islands. Herald Island landed on Wrangell Island on Au- 
was discovered by British Captain gust 12,1881. It was the first time on Russian Claim 
Henry Kellett in 1849. and was later record that man had set foot on the The first visit to the island by 
acquired by the U.S. when the initial island. Hooper and his fellow officers Russians occurred in mid-Septem- 
claim was abandoned. raised the American flag and took ber 1911. when the ice-breaker

OnAugust 14.1867, while search- possession of the island in the name Vaigaich took shelter from a storm 
ing for whales, CaptainThomas Long of the United States. Crew member at the southwest comer of the is- 
of New London. Connecticut sailed William Reynolds later recalled: “I land. A  landing partywas sent ashore. 
his whaling bark Nile within sight of had the flag and with the Captain’s and the ship subsequently circum- 
'tnfamiliar land that he named permission waved it and took pos- navigated the island. But the crew 
Wrangell's Land" In honor of the session of the new land in the name made no claim of discovery.

•
arned Russian Arctic explorer Baron of liberty and of the Government of On November 13.1916 the Impe- 
"erdinand Petrovich von Wrangell, the United States of America. I rial Russian Embassy in Washing-

he Baron, who had heard rumors of planted the flag on a bluff a little to ton wrote a memorandum to the
ne island’s existence from some the northwest of our landing place U.S. State Department, claiming that
Chukchi chiefs of Siberia, conducted and left it there togetherwith a record Wrangell Island (and the other four
a number of valiant (but unsuccess- of our visit." And naturalist John as well) belonged to Russia. The
ful) expeditions to And it between Muir would later write in his book memorandum claimed that the is- 
1820 and 1824. The Cruise of the Corwin that “a lands “form an extension Northward

Other U.S. whalers later con- notable addition was made to the of the Continental tableland of Sibe-
firmed the sighting, and the rumor national domain when Captain ria." a contention that had no valid-
spread that the 1 orge land mass was Calvin L. Hooper landed on Wrangell ity in international law. Today, the
actually an undiscovered frozen con- Land and took formal possession in State Department implies that when
tinent similar to Antarctica. That the name of the United States." the U.S. did not respond to the Rus-
ex cl ting possibility prompted New Captain Hooper renamed the is- sian memo, it agreed to its terms,York Herald publisher James Gor- land New Columbia. He meant no which is nonsense, since the memo
don Bennett to cooperate with the offense to Baron von Wrangell, but became moot within a few months
Navy in outfitting an expedition in believed that since it had become, when the Russian government was 
1879 led by Naval Lieutenant George “by our act of landing upon it. a part booted out in March 1917. 
Washington De Long. In June and of the United States." a name reflect- Great Britain. Japan and the
July 1881. during the search for the ing that national character was more United States formally opposed the
new "continent," DeLong discovered appropriate. But custom prevailed, Bolsheviks. In 1920, Vilhjalmur
Bennett. Henrietta and Jeanette Is- and Wrangell Island it has remained. Stefansson. a Canadian who had led
lands (he named them for. res pec- On August 26, 1881 a party from an earlier, unsuccessful expedition
tively, publisher Bennett and the JohnRodgers landed onWrangell to Wrangell, became concerned with
Bennett’s mother and sister). Shortly and. by September 13th. completed the prospect that the Japanese gov-
thereafter, De Long’s ship, the an official U.S. government survey, eminent might attempt to grabJeannette, met a tragic fate when it The ship’s crew also raised the Ameri- Wrangell Island as part of its designs

f̂flSsbecame trapped in ice floes, drifted can flag and confirmed that the new on eastern Siberia. Stefansson met
'^westward past Wrangell, and was U.S. possession was merely a large in Michigan with a Canadian (Alan

crushed and sunk. Fearing the worst Island, not a continent. Crawford) and the BJtlsh ambassa-THE NEW  AMERICAN /J U L Y  16. 1991 9



toricai recprd to the contrary, begin­
ning with the first "claim" by Captain 
Hooper in 1881.
The Department also contends 

that "discovery itself is not sufficient 
<6te|to establish a right of sovereignty 
® ver or valid title to territory not 
l^already under the sovereignty of a 

country." Discovery must be followed 
by "effective occupation by which 
the claimant nation exercises the 
actual, continuous, and peaceful 
display of the functions of a state 
over the territory." The Soviet inva­
sion was hardly peaceful. And the 
Americans who were kidnapped 
could reasonably be regarded as the 
nucleus of a valid settlement which 
might have matured and expanded 
had it been allowed to do so.

In 1959, the Foreign Claims Settle­
ment Commission, a U.S. govern­
ment agency, ruled that personal 
property confiscated by the Soviets 
from the American fur trappers on 
Wrangell in 1924 had been illegailv 
expropriated. The Lomen company 
was granted compensation. While, 
as the State Department now con­
tends. "the.Board's decision did not 
address the question of the island's 

-^sovereignty," the conclusion that the 
BgKoviets acted illegally would indeed 
^^Peem to have implications for the 

sovereignty issue.

Nixonian Protocol
Today, wildly exaggerated envi­

ronmental concerns (about ozone, 
global warming, acid rain, etc.) are 
serving as the excuse for interna­
tional agreements that are senouslv 
eroding our national sovereignty and 
independence. Such use of environ­
mentalism is not new. In 1972. Presi­
dent Richard Nixon and Soviet Presi­
dent Nicolai Podgomy signed an 
Agreement on the Cooperation in the 
Field of Environmental Protection. A 
protocol under the agreement falsely 
described Wrangell Island as being 
"In the U S S R ” The protocol’s stated 
objectives included: “To study the 
ecological problems associated with 
the expansion of muskoxen popula­
tions into new areas of the Arctic. It 
is planned to prepare for and ex-

•
 cute a transplant of muskoxen from 
Junivak Island in Alaska to Wrangel 
bland and the Taimyr Peninsula in 
the USSR" The protocol was ap­

proved by President Gerald Ford on 
November 24. 1974 and on Decem­
ber 12th of that year then-Environ- 
mental Protection Agency Adminis­
trator Russell Train signed an “envi­
ronmental protection" memorandum 
which included the text of the proto­
col. On April 14. 1975 our govern­
ment gave the Soviets formal use of 
Wrangell Island during an airport 
ceremony in Bethel. Alaska. Using 
the appeal of “environmental coop­
eration." those involved apparently 
intended to mislead the American 
people into believing that Wrangell 
Island had belonged to the Soviets 
all along. Thanks to the courageous 
and persistent efforts of such groups 
as State Department Watch, and 
legislators like Senator Helms, it 
didn't work.

Gulag Expansion Project
Not only have the Soviets occu­

pied Wrangell Island, there is also 
compelling evidence that they have 
extended their gulag there. On Feb­
ruary 2. 1973 Avraham Shifrin. who 
was imprisoned for many years in 
the USSR at the height of Josef 
Stalin's antl-Jewish campaign, tes­
tified before the Senate Internal Se­
curity Subcommittee. He asserted 
that he had a decade earlier met a 
new group of prisoners who told him 
they had been transferred from a 
concentration camp on Wrangell Is­
land. and that there were “three 
concentration camps for prisoners 
of war" on the island. Shifrin did not 
believe them, but in 1971 he re­
ceived a letter from a man who (in 
Shlfrin's words) "was also on Island 
ofWrangell In 1962 and he have (sic) 
seen there three concentration camps 
with thousands of prisoners of war." 
in one of which there was an "atomic 
reactor, and they make experiments 
on the live people with radiation." In 
another "they have experiments with 
physicians on the people ana in tftira 
they have submarines and they have 
experiments with live people under 
water."

In a sworn statement dated De­
cember 15.1977 given to the Ameri­
can consul in Tel Aviv. Efim 
Moshinskiy (a former operative of 
SMERSH. a Stalin-era division of 
Soviet intelligence, who was arrested 
by the KGB and Imprisoned in 1958)

asserted (with spelling errors in the 
original corrected) that he “was 
ferred. through a deportation prison 
in Vladivostok, to the Wrangell Is­
land: this happened in May 1958." 
Moshinskiy claimed that there had 
been "one huge concentration camp 
divided into three separate camp 
zones for prisoners with whom I had 
many opportunities to communi­
cate." At one such zone, “prisoners 
were sometimes transferred for some 
experiments the essence of which 
the prisoners did not know."
The most famous prisoner be­

lieved to have served time on Wrangell 
Island was Raoul Wallenberg, the 
Swedish diplomat noted for his ef­
forts to save 100.000Hungarian Jews 
during World War II. In 1988. Soviet 
officials claimed that Wallenberg had 
died in a Soviet prison in Moscow In 
1947. But Moshinskiy claims that 
Wallenberg was among the prison­
ers on Wrangell Island while he him­
self was there.

According to the Anchorage Times 
for November 18. 1990. a "Hungar­
ian who had been a prisoner at a 
different Soviet camp in Siberia 
claimed to have met Wallenberg In 
1967. He reportedly said he 
[Wallenberg] had Just*been trans­
ferred from Wrangell Island."

The Anchorage Times also reported 
that in ‘ 1975 Simon Wlesenthal. the 
head of the Nazi-hunting Jewish 
Documentation Center, located an­
other prisoner from Wrangell Island 
who heard about a Swedish inmate 
when he was on the island in the 
1960s."
To sum-up. the Soviets, in ille­

gally annexing Wrangell Island, in­
vaded U.S. territory, kidnapped the 
Americans they found, then appar­
ently established concentration 
camps that included Nazi-like ex­
perimentation. Our State Depart­
ment responded to all of this by 
orfenng to give the Soviets Wrangeli. 
the other four U.S.-owned islands, 
and vast areas of oil-rich seabed.

In his September 26. 1990 mes­
sage transmitting the proposed U.S.- 
USSR Maritime Boundary Treaty to 
Congress. President Bush stated: "I 
believe the agreement to be fully in 
the United States interest." Those 
who disagree are letting their sena­
tors know about it without delay. ■
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rethink 
boundary
Nationalists attack Bering Sea treaty
B y  D A V ID  W H I T N E Y
Daily News reporter

W A S H I N G T O N  —  A  
Bering Sea boundary agree­
ment between the United 
States and the former Soviet 
Union is in danger of unrav­
eling, raising fears that Russ­
ian nationalists will assert 
fishing rights in areas that 
now are under U.S. jurisdic­
tion.

U.S. Sen. Ted Stevens, a 
key player on fisheries issues 
in Congress, described Russ­
ian opposition to the 1990 
agreement as “a most diffi­
cult and dangerous situa­
tion." •

The U.S. Senate ratified 
the treaty in 1991. Stevens, R- 
Alaska, said the Russian leg­
islature is opposed to the deal 
because it "believes their ne­
gotiators gave away too 
much.”

State Department sources, 
speaking on condition they 
not be quoted by name, said 
the Clinton administration is 
working furiously to rescue 
the agreement.

But they acknowledged 
that the dispute poses a seri­
ous diplomatic difficulty that 
may only be resolved with 
concessions to the Russians.

“Opposition to the treaty 
has emerged on the Russian 
side," a State Department 
:cmce said, "It reflects the 
view of Russian fishing inter­
ests that the agreement dis­
advantaged them and that 
they lost opportunities to fish 
in the Bering Sea.

"We have engaged in in­
formal negotiations to see if 
there is some way to deal 
with the opposition on the po­
litical side, recognizing that 
some of the (fish) stocks are 
on both sides of the bound­
ary," the source said.

RUSSIANS
C o n t in u e d  fr o m  P a g e  B -1  •

At stake is the Bering 
Sea’s huge pollock fishery, 
which many believe is being 
overfished.

The North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, which 
regulates the commercial 
pollock fishery in U.S. w a­
ters, is under pressure to 
drastically reduce harvest­
ing. In Russian waters, the 
concern is that young pollock 
spawned in U.S. waters are 
being overexploited to raise 
cash for Russia’s sputtering 
economy.

The dispute has the A m e r­
ican Factory Trawler Associ­
ation on edge. The associa­
tion represents factory' ships 
that fish pollock in U.S. wa­
ters off the Alaska coast.

“There’s a possibility of 
them moving the boundary 
line to take fishing grounds 
from us," said the associa­
tion’s lobbyist, Jim Gilmore.

Greenpeace, an environ­
mental group that has target­
ed pollock fishing by the fac­
tory ships as the culprit in the 
collapse of the Steller sea lion 
population, is concerned that 
the negotiations could lead to 
increased fishing in the U.S. 
zone.

"The last thing we need is 
an agreement that brings 
more boats in," said Gerry 
Leape, Greenpeace’s legisla­
tive director. "If the Russians 
insist on fishing in the U.S. 
zone, w e ’d insist on a compa­
rable reduction in U.S. fish­
ing effort."

The 1990 boundary agree­
ment, reached after 10 years 
of negotiations, was initialed 
by President George Bush 
and former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev during a 
1990 summit in Washington, 
D.C. It was one of the last bi­
lateral agreements before

Nationalists
the Soviet Union's collapse.

The agreement clarified 
the boundary left fuzzy for 
more than a century after the 
$7.2 million purchase of Alas­
ka from Russia in 1867.

The impetus was settle­
ment of increasing competi­
tion over Bering Sea fishing 
grounds and the ownership of 
subsea areas of the Navarin 
Basin of the Chukchi Sea 
where U.S. companies had 
bid $108 million for oil-devel- 
opment rights in 1984.

The negotiations centered 
on a difference of opinion be­
tween the countries on how to 
interpret a convention line 
cited in the 1867 agreement. 
The Soviets believed that the 
line should be fixed closer to 
the Alaska mainland while 
the United States said it be­
longed closer to the Russian 
shore.

The overlapping areas in­
volved about 21,000 square 
nautical miles. The disagree­
ment was resolved basically 
by splitting the difference. 
That agreement left an area 
north of the "donut hole," 
which is international water 
in the center of the Bering 
Sea, under U.S. control even 
though it fell within Russia’s 
200-mile territorial limit.

If the treaty collapses, Rus­
sia most likely would reassert 
its jurisdiction over those w a­
ters, opening them to foreign 
fishing. But there are some 
indications that Russian na­
tionalists believe that the 
boundary should be even clos­
er to the U.S. mainland than 
the U.S.-Soviet negotiators 
contemplated when the talks 
began in the early 1980s.

The best hope of the Unit­
ed States now is that the Rus­
sians can be persuaded to rat­
ify the 1990 treaty by negoti­
ating a broader Bering Sea 
fisheries management plan 
that would reduce fishing for



unhappy with 1 9 9 0  treaty
S,* X  Chukchi* '

M  Sea

4 O p p o s i t i o n  to  t h e  t r e a t y  h a s  e m e r g e d  
o n  t h e  R u s s i a n  s i d e .  It r e f l e c t s  t h e  v i e w  
o f  R u s s i a n  f i s h i n g  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  t h e  
a g r e e m e n t  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  t h e m  a n d  

t h a t  t h e y  l o s t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  f i s h  in  th e  
B e r i n g  S e a . 9

— S ta te  D epartm ent offici

sis.
Stevens raised the dispute 

with Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright in a 
meeting this week and with 
Russian Prime Minister Vik­
tor Chernomyrdin earlier 
this year. Later this month, 
Stevens heads for Russia on a 
fact-finding trip as chairman 
of the Senate Appropriations;
'Committee. J
• ‘: "I intend to raise this issue 
when I’m  there,". StevensI 
said, declining to say more 
because of what he and the 
State Department described 
as the “extremely sensitive” 
nature of the negotiations.

underage pollock in Russian 
waters in exchange for addi­
tional fishing rights on the 
U.S. side of the border.

But no one seems confi­
dent now that such a deal can 
be struck because of senti­
ments in the 'Russian Far 
East that £the former Soviet 
regime gave up legitimate 
territorial claims. .. <

The dispute has‘been sim­
mering for several years but 
only now seems to be nearing 
a boiling point because of the 
growing nationalist fervor 
against Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin and the coun­
try’s worsening financial cri­
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CLINTON ADMINISTRATION PLANS EVEN BIGGER GIVEAWAY 
OF 8 ALASKAN ISLANDS AND VAST OIL-RICH SEABEDS IN FACE OF 

RUSSIAN DEMANDS OVER MARITIME BOUNDARY BETWEEN ALASKA AND SIBERIA

The Clinton Administration is threatening an expanded giveaway of 8 
Alaskan islands and vast oil and fishery rich seabeds to the Russians, it 
was charged by Carl Olson, Chairman of State Department Watch, a 
nonpartisan foreign policy watchdog group headquartered in Washington, D.C.

Reacting to the Russian government's demands for even more seabeds than 
were agreed to in 1990, the U.S. State Department proposes further 
concessions for the maritime boundary between Alaska and Siberia without 
any quid pro quo from the Russians. . *

Negotiations are scheduled in Moscow aimed at signing a new agreement in 
Petropavlosk in May, though the State Department refuses to name the 
members of the negotiating team or allow for input from the public or the 
State of Alaska. "If the U.S. has won the Cold War, why is the Clinton 
Administration in such a rush to appease the Russians' overreaching 
demands?" questioned Olson. "We deserve a much better deal for the 
American side."

A major flaw in the 1990 proposed maritime boundary agreement was that 
it placed on the Russian side the Alaskan islands of Wrangell, Herald,
Bennett, Jeannette, and Henrietta in the Arctic, and Copper Island, Sea 
Otter Rock, and Sea Lion Rock at the western end of the Aleutians. Along 
with the Islands went the 200 nautical miles of seabeds around them with 
billions of dollars of oil, fishery, and other resources at stake.

Alaskan officials have complained for years about the arrogant and 
unconstitutional treatment that the State of Alaska has received from the 
U.S. State Department over the 1990 agreement. State Representatives A1 
Vezey (R-Fairbanks) and Joe Ryan (R-Anchorage) have led the campaign to 
reverse the threatened giveaway. A resolution toward this end (House 
Concurrent Resolution 22) passed the House 38-1 in early March and it 
expected to pass the Senate shortly. It notes that the 1990 maritime 
boundary agreement was signed by Secretary of State James A. Baker III 
without any participation or consent by the State of Alaska, even though it 
impacts heavily on Alaskan territory, seabeds, and boundaries.

In Congress, the 1990 agreement was opposed by the current chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations- Committee Jesse Helms (R-North Carolina), who 
stated, "Unfortunately, past experience has shown that the State Department 
frequently regards legitimate American interests as obstacles to 
accomplishments of its grandiose plans for an international order based 
upon the subordination of national sovereignty to a global governmental 
regime. ... I intend to vote against the treaty."

Circumventing the constitutional requirement for the State Department to 
seek prior advice of the Senate during any negotiations over a treaty, the 
State Department refused to do so for the 1990 agreement and has repeated 
this failure for the new negotiations.

Also brought into question is the State Department's secret 1990 side 
agreement with the Russians which stated that pending the ratification of 
the maritime boundary agreement treaty the two governments would abide by 
the terras anyway. This is a direct threat by an executive agency to give 
Itself the power that only the Senate and President have under the 
|constitution, and makes the ratification of the agreement a mockery. For 
the past 7 years the State Department has 3ecretly been enforcing the 
flawed maritime boundary agreement and expects to continue.

. m m v \ m
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,ead story
russia Can Lose One More Alaska 
summary

More than 40,000 square kilometers of the Russian continental shelf,
•ich vith fish, oil and ga3, may pass to the United States as the result 
•f the unwise policies of Moscow, the daily wrote.

The U.S. Coast Guard in the Alaskan port of Kcdiak continues to hold th< 
iisrtian trawler "Chemyaevo," which was seized on Aug. 15 in Russian 
•aters of the Bering Sea. Th© Russian government has yet to receive an 
newer from the U.S. administration to its official request that the 
.rawler be released.

The trawler belongs to the collective enterprise "50 Years of October." 
t was seized by a U.S. patrol boat. The daily wrote that if anything 
ike that had been tried on an American schooner, the U.S.'s Seventh 
'leet would b© at Russia's borders immediately.

The trawler incident is another episode in the long controversy over 
elineation of the Bering Sea, which Russian and U.S. representatives 
rew up in a 1990 agreement. Russians in the Far East wero angered at 
he agreement and at Eduard Shevardnadze, who signed it as head of the 
evict Foreign Ministry.

Th© pact has not yet been ratified by the Russian side, because it mean-1 
erge territorial concessions to the U.S. It is only in effect 
emporarily. If the agreement really had taken force, the U.S. would 
ain 40,000 square kilometers of continental shelf in the open part of 
he Bering Sea, which ia rich with oil and gas.

Russia has, in fact, already been deprived of its annual catch of
50,000 tons of fish in the waters, the daily said. The Russian economic 
one In the region is lose than 200 miles, while the American zone is 
uch greater.

After t h e  m e m o r a b l e  s a l e  of A l a s k a ,  c h i s  w a s  a n o t h e r  a c t  o f  i d i c c y  c n  
he part of Russia, l2 vestiya wrote. Th© excesses of the American Coast 
uard against Russian fishing boats are aimed at c o n f i r m i n g  the 
greeafenta by simply scaring the Russian side with a show of force.

* * * * * *
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up 10 ouu.UUO acres of land, some of it in the Tongass 
National Forest. Hearings on that bill are scheduled for 
September in Washington, D.C.

Ongoing, responsible harvesting of the forest is in 
keeping with the variety o f uses the forest can provide 
the people of Southeast Alaska. I f  landholders work to­
gether. they will be able to attract the business needed 
to make several small logging operations add up to a 
worthwhile business endeavor.

— Juneau Empire, Aug. 28s

.  iicdueu to r tne
locked bedroom of 23-year-old 
Chris Foote and his 20-year-old 
girlfriend, Spring Wright.

The bound hostages were 
screaming warnings to Foote and 
Wright. Police said Foote reached 
for his 9-millimeter handgun and 
began firing as the bounty 
hunters burst into the bedroom. 
Two of the intruders were 
wounded before the bounty 
hunters returned fire, lulling 
Foote and Wright.

Later it would be learned that 
the whole thing was a mistake.
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Biggest ever
To the editor:

Sept. 4, 1997

The Labor Day Committee is a 
group of individuals that come to­
gether every year in the weeks 
before Labor Day to plan the an­
nual Labor Day Parade and 
Picnic.

m

As a member of the Labor Day 
Committee, 1 was very pleased to 
see so many people 31 Alaskaland 
0 celebrate this important day 
for all working families.

Many factors combined to 
make this year's parade and 
picnic the biggest ever. The loca­
tion of the picnic was changed to 
Alaskaland, more advertising was 
used, and the weather was per­
fect. Thank you to all the volun­
teers who did everything from 
planning to clean-up. Special 
thanks to our cooks who served 
some 3,000 people— great job!

To everyone who attended: 
thank you for showing such pati­
ence while waiting to be served. 
Planning for next year’s picnic 
has already started and we will 
be better prepared, so that lines 
are not so long.
Thank you Fairbanks,
John S. Brown 
Member
Labor Day Committee 
Fairbanks

Russian rip-off
Sept. 2,1997

|p the editor:

An extensive rip-off of Alaskam

in the Bering Sea is being urged 
by the Russian newspaper Izves- 
tiya. The current maritime boun­
dary is bad enough as a giveaway 
to Russia, but now the Russians 
want even more seabeds with
150,000 tons of American fish 
catch annually. The real tragedy 
is that the U.S. State Department 
is vigorously working to deliver 
this additional giveaway to the 
Russians.

Fortunately for Alaska, two 
members of the House, A1 Vezey 
of North Pole and Joe Ryan of 
Anchorage, have spearheaded the 
drive in the Legislature to halt 
these giveaways and make sure 
the state of Alaska gets to partici­
pate in any deals setting a mari­
time boundary with the Russians. 
Their House Joint Resolution 22 
passed the House overwhel­
mingly last spring, and it awaits 
Senate action when the Legisla­
ture reconvenes in January.

In the meantime, it is absolu­
tely essentia] for all Americans to 
speak out against any further 
concessions to the Russians. 
Sens. Ted Stevens and Frank 
Murkowski and Rep. Don Young 
must be pressed to defend the 
United States’ interest. After all, 
who won the Cold Way anyway? 
Sincerely,
Carl Olson 
Chairman
State Department Watch 
Woodland Hills, Calif.

Land grant
Sept. 4,1997

To the editor:

Southeast Alaska Conserva­
tion Council inaccurately criti­
cizes this writer, Sen. Frank 
Murkowski and the University of

Alaska regents for seeking a 
larger land grant to support the 
university, 250,000 federal acres.

Ordinance of 1785 specified 
that land west of Ohio be sur­
veyed into townships composed 
of 36 sections of 640 acres. Every 
Section 16 would be set aside for 
“maintenance of public schools.”

The 1842 Morrill Act dedi­
cated land to states for "agricul­
ture and mechanic arts” based on 
population with 30,000 acres per 
member of Congress. In 1848, the 
1785 Ordinance was amended to 
double the section grant to two—  
Sections 16 and 36. Three of the 
last four states admitted to the 
Union— Utah, N e w  Mexico, and 
Arizona— each received four. 
Under that formula, Alaska’s 
grant for public schools would ex­
ceed 40 million acres.

Alaska never received title to 
specific sections because the ter­
ritory was unsurveyed. So in the 
1950s, Congress rejected section 
grants and substituted quantity 
grants for Alaska. That meant 
100 million acres of a general 
grant plus specific acreage for 
prisons, schools, asylums, pio­
neers homes, and 500,000 acres 
for the university and 500,000 
acres for a teachers college.

In the final Statehood Act in 
1958, all were rolled into a single 
land grant to Alaska. The State­
hood Act also canceled all unsur­
veyed land grants. That reduced 
the university’s federal land 
grant from 360,000 acres it had 
received under earlier legislation, 
to 112,000 acres.

W e  urge Alaskans to read Se­
nate Bill 660. When he intro­
duced it, Sen. Murkowski stated

that most of tf 
“would stem froi 
acres of uncomc 
rently under cor 
reau of Land 
Restrictions, a 3 
hearings and re 
by the Secretary 
quately protects 1 
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Ketchikan
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i n  U S  f i s h  d i s p u t e
B Y  J O H N  H E LA 1E R
JOURNAL OF tOMM lRCf SPECIAL

MOSCOW  —  Russian o ffic ia ls 
be lieve the 10-day detention o f  . 
a Russian traw ler by the U .S . 
Coast Guard will trigger p a r lia ­
m enta ry demands fo r renegoti­
ation  o f  the Bering Sea ec o ­
nom ic zone.

In a front-page report this 
week, the Moscow daily news­
paper Izvestia charged the U.S.orror?
due to the ‘ unwise polic ies o f  
Moscow ," claim ing ’'tem porary" 
concession o f  a 40 .000 square- 
kilom etcr zon e  o f  the Bering 
Sea to  the United States was 
costing the Russian Far Eastern 
fishing fleet an annual catch o f
150,000 tons o f  fish.

Foreign M inistry o ffic ia l V la ­
d im ir Sin itsin con firm ed that 
the Chcrnyaevo was in  Russian 
te rrito ria l waters on the night 
o f  Aug. 15, when a Coast Guard 
cu tter o rdered  the vessel in to  
the A laskan P o rt o f  K od iak , 
where it rem ains today. U .S . o f ­
ficials say the Russians had ea r­
lie r hpen riptertcd fishing in th# 
American zone. Mr. Sinitsin d id  
not dispute the claim . He re ­
gretted that so far e ffo rts by o f ­
ficials on  both  sides had fa iled  
to secure the release o f  the 
ship and crew.

Russian o ffic ia ls In M oscow  
speculate that the Chem yaevo 
incident, com ing soon  a fte r 
F irst Deputy Foreign M in ister 
Igo r Ivanov discussed the te rr i­
to ria l waters issue on a visit to  
the United States, is intended

to p res sure the. governm ent In ­
to accepting perm anent Am eri­
can con tro l o f the disputed 
zon e . Izvestia ed itoria lized that 
the United States was "con firm ­
ing agreements by scaring the 
Russians w ith a show o f force."

According to Mr. Sinitsin, the 
fust concessions to allow Amer­
ican Ashing In Russian waters 
o f the Bering Sea were granted 
by Leonid Brezhnevin 1977. 
This was followed, he said, by 
"  in 13£C L j »..w U
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze aud U.S. Secre­
tary o f State James Baker. Mi. 
Sinitsin emphasized this "tem­
porary' arrangement was ap­
proved by President Mikhail 
Gorbachev and President Rea­
gan in Washington that year.

Legally, however, the Russian 
Foreign M inistry's position  is 
that w ithout parliam entary ra ti­
fication , there Is n o  American 
right to continue fishing in the 
concessionary zone. '

Legislative ju risd ic tion  over 
the continenta l sh e lf ag ree­
m ents is txeicl-jcvl in  the D u ­
m a, Russia’s lower house o f  
parliam ent, b y  the Comm ittee 
u ii Geopo litica l Issues, which is 
a bastion  o f  opposition  senti­
m ent. The Dum a resumes after 
its sum m er recess this week, 
and  it is expected Chairm an Al- i 
exei M itro fanov w ill go on  the , 
offensive, attacking the Foreign 
M in istry fo r  fa lling  to recover 
the Chemyaevo, and insisting 
on  d ie  cancellation o f  the Shev- 
a rdnadze-Baker agreement.
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From Russia Today press summaries 
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— j>I zveetiya 
' 1 September 1997 
Lead story 

—>Russia Can Lose One More Alaska 
Summary

More than 40,000 square kilometers of the Russian continental shelf,
rich with fish, oil and gas, may pass to the United Stated as the result
of the unwise policies of Moscow, the daily wrote.

The U.S. Coast Guard in the Alaskan port of Kodiak continues to hold the 
Russian trawler ■Chemyaevo, * which was seized on Aug. 15 in Russian 
waters of the Bering Sea. The Russian government has yet to receive an 
answer from the U.S. administration to its official request that the 
trawler be released.

The trawler belongs to the collective enterprise *50 Years of October." 
It was seized by a U.S. patrol boat. The daily wrote that if anything 
like that had been tried on an American schooner, the U.S.'s Seventh 
Fleet would be at Russia's borders immediately.

The trawler incident is another episode in the long controversy over 
delineation of the Bering Sea, which Russian and U.S. representatives 
drew up in a 1990 agreement. Russians in the Far Bast were angered at 
the agreement and at Eduard Shevardnadze, who signed it as head of the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry.

The pact has not yet been ratified by the Russian side, because it means 
large territorial concessions to the U.S. It is only in effect 
temporarily. If the agreement really had taken force, the U.S. would 
gain 40,000 square kilometers of continental shelf in the open part of 
the Bering Sea, which is rich with oil and gas.

N.\ Russia has, in fact, already been deprived of its annual catch of 
^150,000 tons of fish in the waters, the daily said. The Russian economic 
zone in the region i6 less than 200 miles, while the American zone is 
much greater. ,

After the memorable sale of Alaska, this was another act of idiocy on 
the part of Russia, Izvestiya wrote. The excesses of the American Coast 
Guard against Russian fishing boats are aimed at confirming the 
agreements by simply scaring the Russian side with a show of force.

*♦**

«
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Alaska State Legislature
Interim:
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Representative John Coghill

Date: March 31, 1999
To: Representative Jeannette James, ChairmanJ

House State Affairs Committee C~j

From: Representative John Coghill
Re: Scheduling HJR 26 & HJR 27 for hearing

Representative Coghill is requesting that HJR 26, "Relating to establishing 
maritime boundaries with Canada", and HJR 27, "Relating to the maritime 
boundary between Alaska and the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republic", be 
heard in the House State Affairs Committee.
I have enclosed the resolutions, sponsor statements, and additional back up 
information.
Thank you for your assistance.

Rcprescntativc_John_Coghill@LEGIS.state.ak,us



AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE BY REPRESENTATIVE COGHILL
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Page 1, Line 9
Delete "Wrangel"
Insert: Wrangell

Page 2, line 26, afterihe word "have": 
Delete: "failed to"
Insert: not

( k f l d d  " i . "  h  v

Page 3:
Delete Lines 6  thru 8

12,. Page 3:
c13^ ... Delete Lines 14 thru 30
‘ 4 Insert:

Bill i n f k f  ■'
(PI H i* . I 'M  f a  ty l / lM i
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c 5  t C p r n Q  I

%  I 0 2 -

BE IT  RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that, because the proposed 
United States - U.S.SR. maritime Boundary Agreement has not been put into force, 
negotiations for the proposed treaty should include participation by the State o f 
Al \Alaska, anerterms in a new propp: ed Itreaty regarding Alaska's territory, 
sovereignty, or property should involve representatives of the State o f Alaska; and



2 0  be it
21 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature considers participation
22 o f the State of Alaska to be essential to the validity of the executive agreement,
23 r equests the United Slates Department o f State to report any and all acts and
1 directives regarding implementation of the executive agreement, and respectfully
2 requests the Govenror and the Attorney General of Alaska to investigate whether
3  any actions in this matter are not consistent with law and to report on their findings
4 to the Legislature prior to the next regular session; and be it
5 FURTHER RESOLVP®that the Alaska State Legislature urges the Alaska
6  delegation in the United State Congress to promote and pursue the views expressed
7 in this reso^ ion , especially the need for Alaska representation in negotiations over
8  setting a maritime boundary between the state and eastern Russia: and be it

9
Page 4:
Delete: Line \

Insert:
maritime boundary between Alaska and eastern Russia i^a constitutional issue of 
states' rights and
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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

B Y  R E P R E SE N T A T IV E  C O G H IL L  

In troduced : 3/10/99
R e fe rred : House Special Comm ittee on W o rld  T rade and State/Federal Relations, State A ffa irs

A RESOLUTION

1 Relating to the maritime boundary between Alaska and the former Union of

2 Soviet Socialist Republics.

3 BE IT  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 WHEREAS, on June 1, 1990, United States Secretary o f State James A. Baker III
5 signed the United States - U.S.S.R. Maritime Boundary Agreement without the participation
6  or consent o f Alaska in the negotiations or terms o f the proposed treaty agreement; and
7 WHEREAS the maritime boundary described in the proposed treaty agreement places
8  on the UjS.S.R. side the following eight islands and their entire territorial seas and seabeds:
9 Wr angel J Herald, Bennett, Henrietta, and Jeannette Islands in the Arctic, and Copper Island,

10 Sea Lion Rock, and Sea Otter Rock on the west end of the Aleutian Chain; and
11 WHEREAS the maritime boundary described in the proposed treaty agreement
12 delimits the territorial sea and seabeds o f Little Diomede Island at less than the normal 3-mile
13 or 12-mile extent; and
14 WHEREAS Alaska has sovereignty and potential or actual property interests in these
15 islands and their territorial seas and seabeds; and
16 WHEREAS the Fifteenth Alaska State Legislature unanimously passed Senate Joint

HjR027a -1- H J R  27



1 Resolution 12, which requested that a representative o f Alaska be included in the United States
2 Department o f State’s negotiations on setting a maritime boundary between Alaska and the
3 Soviet Union; however, a reply was never received from the United States Department of
4 Stale, and a representative o f Alaska was never included in the negotiations; and
5 WHEREAS the views o f 28 bipartisan members o f the Alaska House o f
6  Representatives and eight bipartisan members o f the Alaska Senate were expressed on the
7 proposed treaty agreement in a letter dated May 17, 1991, to Senator Joseph Biden, Jr., o f the
8  United States Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, stating in part:
9 "We firmly believe United States interests and Alaskan interests are at stake

10 and in jeopardy in the proposed treaty. . . No Alaskan official has ever been
11 invited to participate in the treaty negotiations, in spite of abiding Alaskan
1 2  interests in fisheries, petroleum and other potential continental shelf resources '
13 and the considerations o f navigation in the area. In the entire history o f the
1.4 treaty negotiations, Alaska has had no official voice. Alaska has not been fully
15 consulted in the entire matter. . .  It is our purpose to urgently recommend that
16 the presently-proposed treaty not be ratified by the U.S. Senate, and that
17 negotiations be continued to include appropriate Alaskan officials and current
18 United States and Alaskan historic, territorial, and resource interests";
19 and
20 WHEREAS the California Legislature unanimously passed in 1991 Senate Joint
21 Resolution 20 supporting Alaska, and the resolution requested the President to withdraw the
22 proposed treaty agreement from consideration by the United States Senate and requested the
23 United States Senators from California to decline to consider the proposed treaty agreement
24 until Alaska has been able to participate fully in negotiations and has been guaranteed that its
25 consent will be required for any agreement affecting its boundaries; apd‘ " T \
26 WHEREAS the U.S.S.R. and its successor, Russia, have Omi^ ^ o/approvcelthe)
27 proposed treaty agreement, and the agreement has not been put into force as a treaty; and
28 WHEREAS, at the same time he signed the proposed treaty agreement on June 1, ■
29 1990, Secretary o f State Baker signed an executive agreement with the U.S.S.R. Foreign .
30 Minister that stated that, pending the entry into force o f the proposed treaty agreement, the ;
31 two governments agreed to abide by the terms o f the proposed treaty agreement as o f June 15,

1-LS0584VD
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1990; and -..n • ;
WHEREAS the executive agreement was not publicly revealed at; the; time or 

mentioned in the transmittal o f the proposed treaty agreement to the United States Congress, 
in the United States Department o f State testimony to the United States Senate Committee on 

-Foreign.Relations, in the committee report,_prJn the Senate floor debate; and: . .
WTfEREAS-the^auth()iiiv-olUl.ic-j>cGr6 tarv-of-State-tCT'esTabl 1 s 11 on his own a:maritime

8

9
1 0

11

1 2

13
14

28

that has implications for land tenritory, seabed jurisdiction, sovereignty7and~Alasfci 
property raises questions o f constitutionality and personal culpability; and

WHEREAS the United States Department o f State is currently negotiating with the 
Russian government over its demand to redraw the maritime boundary under the'executive 
agreement so as to take from the American side and give to the Russians an additional 40,000 
square miles o f ocean and seabed that would yield 300,000,000 pounds o f fish a .year without
any quid pro quo for the United S t a t e s ;____________________________   ■:! : >

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that, because the proposed United 
States - U.S.S.R. Maritime Boundary Agreement has not been put into force, the proposed 
trcatyshould be rescinded, new negotiations must include the participatipirby the State of. 
Alaska, ah4terms in a new proposed treaty regarding Alaska^dOrritory, sovereignty, or 
property shouldrequire the consent of the State o f Alasjcafand be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska-State Legislature considers null, void, and 
nonbinding on the State o f Alaska the executive agreement requiring the two governments to 
abide by the proposed treaty agreemem^pending its entry into force, requests the United States 
Department o f State to reydal any and\all acts, directives, and reports regarding 
implementation of the executive agreement, ana>e§pectfuliy requests the Governor and the 
Attorney General or Alaska to investigate whether ahy actions in this matter may have 
violated state jaw and to report on their findings to the Legislature within 120 days after 
passage m/this resolution; and be it

URTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature urges'tfie Alaska delegation 
the United States Congress to promote and aggressively pursue the views expressed in this 

resolution, especially the need for state representation in any negotiations oversetting a 
maritime boundary between the state and eastern Russia; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature finds that setting a

HJR027a -3- ' HJR 27



1  maritime boundary between 4b< >-statc and eastern Russia is a^statcs’ rights issue and
2 respectfully requests the Governor and the Attorney General o f Alaska to actively pursue the
3 matters described in the previous resolves; and be it

5 o f State with the Russian government over conceding more seabed and fishing rights to the
6  Russians under the executive agreement on the maritime boundary should be opened to
7 include representatives o f the State o f Alaska and to provide hearings for public input before
8  signing.

10 United States; the Honorable Madeleine K. Albright, U.S. Secretary o f State; the Honorable
11 Janet Reno, Attorney General o f the United States; the Honorable Jesse Helms, Chair o f the
12 U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; the Honorable Benjamin A. Gilman, Chair o f
13 the U.S. House Committee on International Relations; the Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.,
14 Ranking Minority Member o f the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; the Honorable
15 Sam Gejdenson, Ranking Minority Member o f the U.S. House Committee on International
16 Relations; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S.
17 Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, members o f the Alaska
18 delegation in Congress.

4 FURTHER RESOLVED that the current negotiations by the United States Department

9 COPIES o f this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Bill Clinton, President o f the

; HJR 27 -4- HJR027a
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