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HB 438

Su%ect
ate: Thu (?6 A rZOOP 11:04:54 -0800

From: David H @ |.net>
To: Barbara Cottmg <Barbara_Cotting@legis.slate.ak.us>

Barbara,
Thanks for the update on HB 438. The question lhad was if

paramedics are covered in the definition of EMTs. Pat stated that he
thought that was the case. Is this what you meant?

Thanks again for all the help. It is nice to know that the State
government is accessible. We always hear it is, but until you try
something like this you never really experience it.

Please let me know about the paramedics. | know its a smallpoint,
but it is a very important point.

Thanks again,
David Hull

416/00
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Sutﬂ'ect: B 438
ate: Thy, 06 Apr 2000 10:5201 -0800
From: Barbara Cotting <Barbar?, Cotting@legis.state.ak.us>

Organization: Alaska State Législature ~
J To: dhuﬁl@k?n.net !

Hello David,

HB 438 moved out of our House State Affairs Committee today. | took
your note to Pat, in Rep. Kott's office, and he assured me that EMT's

are included.

If you have any further questions, give Pat a call at 465-3777.

Thanks for your interest in the bill, and good luck in its continued
progress.

Barbara Cotting, Legislative Aide

4/6/00 10:5" AM
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SukE)Ject: HB 438
ate: Tue, 04 Apr 2000 13:17:41 -0800
From: David Hull <dhull@ktn.net> .
T0: Representative _Jeannette James@legis.state.ak.us

Representative James,

My name is David Hull and | testified this morning on HB 438. |
wanted to thank you for the opportunity to testify on this matter. As
said in my statement, EMS belongs in the PERS 20 year retirement and |
applaud your, and your committee's willingness to pursue the matter

further. I am admittedly a little thick headed when it comes to
legislative affairs, but it appeared that the majority of the
committee's response was positive. Hopefully the Bill can be presented
and voted on during this session. If not, | fear the momentum for the
change may be lest.

One item did surface in my mind and hopefully will be clarified. It
is assumed that the definition of "EMTs" will include paramedics. If

this is not so then please consider the addition of paramedics into the
definition.

Through the local LIO, | have fax you a copy of my prepared
statement to you. If there is any additional information | can provide
you please feel free to contact me at the avenues presented below.

Thank you for your time and | look forward to hearing from you soon

on the out come of HB 438.

David Hull, Livutenant/EMT-P
Ketchikan Fire Department
daveh@city. ketchikan.ak.us
dhullOktn.net

4/4/2000 4:51 I'M
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 438(STA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors):  HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
'An Act permitting certain emergency medical personnel to convert their credited
ervice under the public employees' retirement system to credited Service as peace

ifficers; and providing for an effective date."

IE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 39.35.370 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(9) When an employee who was employed by an employer in the public
employees' retirement system as an emergency medical service officer or an emergency
medical technician applies for appointment to retirement, the employee may convert
the credited service for that position to credited service as a peace officer by claiming
the service as peace officer service. An employee who has converted credited service
to peace officer service under this subsection shall be treated as a peace officer for
purposes of this chapter. When the member claims this credited service as peace
officer service, an indebtedness of the member to the system shall be established. The
indebtedness is equal to the full actuarial cost of the conversion of the credited service

-- CSHB 438(STA)
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 438(STA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE STALE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
"An Act permitting certain emergency medical personnel to convert their credited
service under the public employees' retirement system to credited service as peace
officers; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 39.35.370 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(9) When an employee who was employed by an employer in the public
employees' retirement system an
emergency medical service officer or an emergency medical technician applies for
appointment to retirement, the employee may convert the credited service for that
position to credited service as a peace officer by claiming the service as peace officer
service. An employee who has converted credited service to peace officer service
under this subsection shall be treated as a peace officer for purposes of this chapter.
When the member claims this credited service as peace officer service, an indebtedness
of the member to the system shall be established. The indebtedness is equal to the full

1- CSHB 438(STA)
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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actuarial cost of the conversion of the credited service to treatment as peace officer
service. Any outstanding indebtedness that exists at the time the member is appointed
to retirement will require an actuarial acjustment to the benefits payable based upon
the conversion of the credited service.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

CSHB 438(STA) -
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



HOUSE BILL NO, 438
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Introduced: 3/24/00
Referred: State Affairs, Finance

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act permitting certain emergency medical
departments -er—employed by- the-state trorgpers-f-fo- convert their credited service
under the public employees' retirement system to credited service as peace officers;

and providing for an effective date." i A
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TIIE

* Section 1. AS 39.35,370 is amended by adding a new (s
(g) When an employee who was emptoy”| as\an emergency medical sen
officer or an emergency medical techniciatyttt-trstale trooper office-orin a poitee-or—
fire deparimefrtitR-dne public employees’ retirement system applies for appointment to
retirement, the employee may convert the credited service for that position to credited
service as a peace officer by claiming the service as peace officer service. An
employee who has converted credited service to peace officer service under this
subsection shall be treated as a peace officer for purposes of this chapter. When the
member claims this credited service as peace officer service, an indebtedness of the

HB0438a -1- HB 438
New Text Underlined (DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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member to the system shall be established. The indebtedness is equal to the full
actuarial cost of the conversion of the credited service to treatment as peace officer
service. Any outstanding indebtecness that exists at the time the member is appointed
to retirement will require an actuarial adjustment to the benefits payable based upon

the conversion of the credited service.

* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

438

-0- HB0438a
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 438(STA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

A BILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
1 "An Act permitting certain emergency medical personnel to convert their credited
2 service under the public employees' retirement system to credited Service as peace
3 officers; and providing for an effective date."

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 39.35.370 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

5

6 (g) When an employee who was employed by an employer in the public
7 employees' retirement system and whose primary duties were for work as an
8 emergency medical service officer or an emergency medical technician applies for
9 appointment to retirement, the employee may convert the credited service for that
10 position to credited service as a peace officer by claiming the service as peace officer
11 service. An employee who has converted credited service to peace officer service

12 under this subsection shall be treated as a peace officer for purposes of this chapter.

13 When the member claims this credited service as peace officer service, an indebtedness
14 of the member to the system shall be established. The indebteaness is equal to the full

1- CSHB 438(STA)
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1 actuarial cost of the conversion of the credited service to treatment as peace officer
2 service. Any outstanding indebtedness that exists at the time the member is appointed
3 to retirement will require an actuarial adjustment to the benefits payable based upon
4 the conversion of the credited service

5 *Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

CSITB 438(STA) 2-
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Madam Chairman,

yna aV| Hull and | amacareer L|eutena tfor étﬁ %%kan Fire Department. | have
Q || ter %rz years. | am also apararre ave een Involved mergency
edical Services ( M rover2 years.

Before you thismorning for your consideration is House Bill 438, an act permitting certain

eme ggx?y med |caIr ergonnef t0 convert their retirement uncer PE RS 10 § SO year Brogram

Instedd of the 30 year program that they fall under now.

Career Emergenc Medtcal Technicians (EMT), Paramedics and.EMS Officers are currently not
Em L ’joﬁane)ena{?nt]tee area?weor o?tce eds emy

Include mteP RS2 earret ment
centlg e House J uciJ ct/ Tt ate La or and ommerce Co mlttees asS HB 230
y

allowing clspatcr ers n apo feor ﬁe ment covera tte E uts tem. This
W8S, a 1oht decision Re Inclusion of the dispatchers as eco P
pointed out, however, Career EMS personne be aod tot |t|on

festimo

naer ressuefrom PE ES %st ear, our fire.de atmenthadto ech estot FIOb
SRR L M
Ca taint ?tea our EMS division. T ﬁ rsonsdutlesw nve] malntalnln theVYeve

ser\ncet at this department is cu ren Without chaning thejob d es |t|on this
osmon WIV nott)e vere un ert E{ gndou gProvmono qagg g]stem T E osmon

sou ecovere as should other career EMS é)(f ons without having to ¢h and

r]tento tetrEM%]p sition. Over60/ooft ?thtsde ment re: BereEMScas

1l omp res tht enatlonal vera“ ct all afross nattop Ing recognized
rea utter operation for fire departments large and smalla

Whlle there is ng denyln(% the dangers involved in f|9ht|ng fire, EMS has Its very real danﬂgrs B e

also He atitis B, Hepat |sC anfibiotic reastant ans 0f ﬂtdo course
ofthe dang%rs that face EMS gersonne on every callt gle(fn These peo ecould
ourlle some e'slife Yuknow thelr hangs. The {ﬁ)’ m g
?gt i faele e -+
55|b et| % Isability. Trau alsgneo eeadtttl causeg at andag]a gb

atlon W|de A aska leaas the'nation In this per capita statlstiJ

The stresses mvoIved in this activity rival an ﬁ)]reo uced on afire neor olice action, While it
h?rs heen sad that EMS gersonnel onot fac evelso stress that firefj hters or ollce

cersdol alife an hSItéJéHO” can tell urom rsonaJex l nc o mg
'L e reason eact&aé)e cutto %tyour

SO eone’s, our
Ing aright aecision, that | ve| SSISGVG tas Ntense an

ma t statement freely ang truthf N on 0ot SldeS e| U | nave
on count (fFS PEORIE an OUHI €SS gFES hese ear S

avm dacou
times and living through It. my preterence, stressvvt ) |ss a000 o ouse re any cay a
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Itr|ed to have EMS Rersonnel added when HB 230vva5| o 5e HdICIFYKCommI ee, but was
IaIte In r{w Interaction. Re resﬁntgelve Willjams In orme that the bill agjalrea ycleared the
ouSe and was on Its way'to the Senate, He stiggested | put In my request there

valrst In ormatlon é)ut the bill in the Senate Judiciary Committee. Jim, in Senator sTa lor's

ce Was KInd enou tosteerrpe r]the rnoh dwe% Ion and alsofl ormedgethat e addition
ersonneI W car no e(fa note. ect & ad 9
|s t s T tvvas ow'] encedl up testiying bef oret Laoor and Commertce Committeg,

nlwesal |tte late.

Regardless fthe out come ?f % request, | want to thank Re resentatlve Kott and Senator
ac |e an he Mmempers 0 the|r%mm|ttees for givin measecon chan eatrecw]

this exclusion of EMS ersonne) from the PERS 20 yed retire Is I tot an
[es ect%ve airc]s Pat Ha a]ve Greyﬁor their gui ancemmns o |t?ca Iy Inept Inclivi uaI

through the rigors 0 Ieg|s ative reality.

t to conclude b sa |n that | am proud to be afirefi hteran paramedic.
ro esstlons ave revvar rP ﬁ a S%uld%e ablet

P %1 ually stre u F ? P
on| en fe to the Police and fire proréssions. Po d Ire personnel. as
we asp eand ire |s tchers, bloud In this PER growsm theiriob descr tlon.
Havm sal tat tronc be|eet tcareﬁrEl\/I[S) tions should also be Inc %mt
prows on vv|t outt e necessity of changing theirjo descnptlons to et emeligible

Thank you and your committee for the time and attention you have given me to present my
testimany. | would be glad to answer any questions.




Alaska £>tate Ccgislaturc

House of TRcprescntatiucs

COMMITTEES INTERIM:
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE, CHAIR 10928 EAGLE RIVER RD.. SUI
RULES FAGLE RIVER, AK 9957

MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS
UTILITY REES RUCTURING 30

ICS SESSION;
ALASKA STATE CAP
JUNEAU, AK 9

TE 14
1

APITOL
9801

Sponsor Statement HB 438

HB 438 will allow emergency medical personnel at retirement to
have the option to convert their service as medics to service as a
peace officer. To qualify for a peace officer retirement the medics
must have at least twenty years of service as an emergency medical

technician or peace officer.

The medic must pay for the full cost of conversion of the credited
service as a medic to the peace officer retirement. The financial
iImpact on the state, the municipalities, and the PERS system is
revenue neutral. There will be no additional cost to the
government for this benefit for the medics.

The medics are in a high stress occupation and the burnout that
medical personnel experience is reflected in higher than normal
turnover. There have been very few medical personnel retilements
with 30-years of service. With the option for 20-year retirement
we are hopeful that retention will be improved. If retention is
improved there is a probability that training and recruitment cost
will be lower in the future.

Basically, we have heen approached by a group of citizens who
want a government service, and they are willing to pay for that
service. It is the sponsor's belief that the legislature should
embrace any group that seeks a government service and is willing

to pay for it.
egresentatlve Pete K ott X\

l&IEA FFICE 3777 TOLL FREE 1-000-061-KOTT(5G88)  FAX (907) 465-2019 ...

JU
EAGLE RIVER OFFICE (907) 8944 FAX (907) 694-8945  E-MAIL: ieprosentalive_peto Lolt@legls slalo.ak.us -


mailto:ieprosentalive_peto_kolt@legls.slalo.ak.us

%ntbytheml\erd\/\ﬁnning Cheyenne Bitware Fom Dadd Il =475 Ocluigy 1 1 raij©iu 4

March 20, 2000

%ENAT LA@J &C MMERCE
enatr ackle, Chair
Uneall K99 11182
Senator Mackie,
fc

anJ R o I t&%@@f?ﬁo&e%ﬁ%gﬁm SpAgpern pole
ar? at|0nthat|s| overdueanddeservm ofall%ersug ort be|e that
e?v er meSwtoe [gency services personnel are being verIooke mergency edical
career emergency ivieuical lecnnici [AMEUICS AU CVio LMCers Lre curre
coveredp H] ﬁvvgrdln conta| agectlon lASa ?5"% §§ % 0Hread 2 Hté/e
Aty

|ono ae cerlna %Xeeor [e N Lg tro§ro fge wmappear
mﬁus section if personne?pﬂr l)ead(qedtoﬁ] nition.

emsvv| t J eae MS trainer posm ? the|ol description o ensure t
3| |onvvasnaclu ear nowmsearc Ivision,
Herson Uties will | nvove |nta|n|nt eve atthls eart nt |s

foviding, This. Posm an(? not vere un It e 2 é)Mt r0v|5|
fem 803| 10 Snou covere F}S ou ot er career EMS positions vv|t out avmg 0
change thejob description and mtentoft eir EMS position.

i @%@ e e e
e o
teadpcp t|onw ill cany no flscaﬂ*fotetotﬁe |ﬂ mee ectasaa[ng In the dispatchers.
Please dnme EMS pé)%ntll%ns or perh EI\/IS sitions c%uldalbe r|rnc|uded songre]how under the
it e s e O e, EMS

o

Under pressure front RSorfrede menthad ehan tothejob d f
ourca s’EK/I |ee2cP sés totljnc,uderﬁan nma C | hevsi(r:]r%ahgno
ne out” provision, %d ana % r:ﬁé Irehad similar

=
—




J(exnt by-th/\ard Winning Cheyenne Bitware fam Ladehh

Wish toa ain o &y it reg%dles(ioftmoutcomeo myr fort addm?nof
ISﬁ)a'[C r% ret elr dlut area9|m rtan OIe ice 0 cer? Ire
a the fleld te U from n thatt che aav% ves and
mmun t|es In coun esswa ves e ours, OVVEVer,

ss oul |nc p |nt IS provision,

str nﬁ] %Ollevet at career EMS positio
Thank you for the time you have given to read and con3|der this letter.

Davi HuII J_|eBteenant/MICP

}3%0 ) kan Fire

68u7} 5'365 tka99901
N c&vg(e]tﬁc&an.ak.us
ﬁu |@ktn.net


mailto:daveh@citv.kethcikan.ak.us
mailto:dhull@ktn.net

3Uaska ~tate iLcgislature

tiousc of Heprcscntntiocs

COMMITTEES INTERIM:
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE, CHAIR 10928 EAGLE RIVER RD., SUITE 141
RULES h EAGLE RIVER, AK 00577
MILITARY & VETERANS AFFAIRS (&1
UTILITY RESTRUCTURING jii. - 1
ETHICS | SESSION
Vig ALASKA STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU, AK 99801

Memorandum

TO: Representative Jeannette James, Chairman
House State/VialK Committee

FROM:  RepresentatiV\rete Kott
SUBJECT:  Request for Hearing, HB 438
DATE: March 27, 2000

| request that HB 438, an Act permitting certain emer?ency medical personnel in police
o fire departments or employed b%the State troopers Y0 convert their crediteg service
under the public employees' Tetirement system to credited service as peace officers; and

Providing for an effective date, be heard as soon as possible.

»  Current version of the bill
»  Sponsor Statement ,
» Letter of support from David Hull

Additional information background information and any teleconference requirements will
be provided as it becomes available, and well before thé hearing.

Representative Pete Kott

JUNEAU OFFICE (907) 465-3777 TOLL FREE 1-800-861-KOTT(5688) FAX (907) 465-2819
EAGLE RIVER OFFICE (907) 694-8944  FAX (907) 694-8945  E-MAIL: representative_pete_kott@legis.state.ak.us
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILLNO. HB438 (STA)
2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time 30-Mar-00 Dept. Affected Administration

Title An act permitting certain emergency medical  BRU Centralized Administrative Services
personnelL.to convert their credited service.... Component Retirement and Benefits

Sponsor (H) JuD

Requester  (H) STA Component No. 64
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002  FY 2003  FY2004 FY2005 FY2006
Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |
FUNDSOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type)
TOTAL

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any currentyear (FY2000) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessan/)
The Public Employees’ Retirement System (PERS) allows peace officers to retire with 20 years of

service and non-peace officers to retire with 30 years of service, regardless of age. HB 438 would allow
an individual with 20 years of PERS emergency medical service officer or technician service to convert
that service to service as a peace officer, thereby allowing the individual to retire. The individual would
be required to pay the full actuarial cost of this conversion, either in a lump sum or through a lifetime
retirement benefit reduction. Since the full actuarial cost is paid by the employee, this legislation has no
fiscal impact to the State of Alaska or other PERS employers.

Phone  465-4471

Division Retirement and Benefits |- Date/Time _
Approved by Commissioner Robert Poe Jr~ v MKAI—P{V(]( Date % /10/00
Agency Department of Administration

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRI BUTICN COPIESTO GOVERNOR S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE

For further distribution Information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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