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The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: SSHB 270

SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 270 SEXUAL ASSAULT EXAMINATIONS

"An Act relating to sexual assault and sexual abuse and to payment for certain examinations in cases of alleged sexual 
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(CS FO R SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 270( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES CROFT, Halcro, Kerttula, Smalley
A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to payment for certain examinations in cases of sexual assault."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.68 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 18.68.040. Sexual assault victim may not be required to pay for 

examination. A law enforcement agency, health care facility, or other entity may not 

require an adult victim of sexual assault under AS 11.41.410 - 11.41.425 to pay, 

directly or indirectly, through health insurance Or any other means, for the costs of 

examination of the victim necessary for

(1) collecting evidence using the sexual assault examination kit under 

AS 18.68.010 or otherwise; or

(2) determining whether a sexual assault has occurred.
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Representative Eric Croft 

Sponsor Statement
Sponsor Substitute for House Bill 270

“Payment o f  Evic/entiary Forensic Exams ”

SSHB 270 makes sure that adult victims of sexual assault are not charged for the costs of 
evidentiary forensic exams.

A victim of sexual assault has by definition been victimized once. In order to facilitate 
investigation of the crime and prosecution of the criminal, a victim is often asked to 
submit to a forensic exam to gather evidence. The forensic exams often involve taking 
physical samples and photographs. While it is the ordinary police practice to pay for 
these evidence gathering exams, some victims now report that they have been asked to 
pay for the cost of the forensic exam itself through their medical insurance. To many 
victims of sexual assault, this is a third victimization.

No victim should have to pay the cost of the exam, especially after such a traumatic and 
painful experience. When a house is burglarized and law enforcement takes photos, 
fingerprints or electronic analysis of evidence, the victim is never sent the bill, directly or 
indirectly. Nor should they. We have faith that most law enforcement agencies take 
responsibility for victims’ needs and appropriately pay for evidentiary exams as needed. 
Those few law enforcement agencies that attempt to transfer this cost to the victim should 
be stopped.

With the passage of HB 270, victims would be assured that they could not be required to 
pay for evidentiary forensic exams.

January-May: State Capitol •  Juneau, AK 99801-1182 •  (907) 465-4998 •  Fax (907) 465-4419

June-December: 716 W. 4h Avenue •  Anchorage, AK 99501* (907) 269-0216 •  Fax (907) 269-0218
Rcpresentalive_Eric_Croft@legis.state.ak.us
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E r i c  C r o f t

Memorandum

TO: Rep. Jeanette James, Chair
House State Affairs

FROM: Rep. Eric Croft

DATE: February 17,2000

RE: SSHB 270

I am requesting a hearing on SSHB 270. relating to payment for certain medical costs and 
examinations in cases of sexual assault. Though cases of victims of sexual assault paying 
either out of pocket or through private insurance is rare, I believe this bill would 
eliminate any case from occurring in the future.

I have included with this memo:
• Copy of the bill
• Sponsor statement 0

January-May: State Capitol • Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 •  (907) 465-4998 •  (800) 689-4998 •  Fax (907) 465-4419
June-Decomber: 716 W. 4th Avenue •  Anchorage, Alaska 99501 •  (907) 258-8162

Representative_Eric_Croft@lef'is.state.ak.us • —



SSHB 270

23 Feb 2000 10:28:32 -0900 
From : Sam Shepard <Sam_Shepard@legis.stale.ak.us> 

O rganization: Alaska State Legislature
To: Barbara Cotting <Barbara_Cotting@legis.state.ak.us>

C an y o u  p l e a s e ,  p l e a s e ,  p l e a s e  s c h e d u l e  o u r  b i l l  f o r  n e x t  w e e k ? ? ? ?  
P r e t t y  p l e a s e ?

2/24/00 11:13 AM
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A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

RO. Box 240106 Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0106 Phor.e (907) 277-0515 Fax (907) 272-5355

D .February 3, 2000

Representative Eric Croft 
Alaska S tate  Legislature 
S ta te  Capital
Juneau , Alaska 99801 -1182 

D ear R epresentative Croft:

Thank you for providing us yesterday with a  copy of the  current (attached) 
work draft of CSHB 270.

Our original opposition w as to the financial responsibility for testing for 
sexually transm itted d isea ses  and em ergency contraception. Those 
m atters were not law enforcem ent related. Now that those  com ponents 
have been  rem oved from the bill, we have changed  our position. W e 
ag ree  that victims should not have to pay for evidentiary exarns. W e’ve 
reviewed the changes and now endorse the a ttached  work draft of 
CSHB 270.

You m ay contact us at the APOA office in A nchorage at 277-0515. 

ely,

C harbonneau 
S tate President

Attachm ent

cc: Representative Jeannette James

RECEIVED BY

FEB -  7 2000 

Rep. Jeannette James
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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 270( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
| Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVES CROFT, Halcro, Kerttula
A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to sexual assault and sexual abuse and to payment for certain

medical costs and examinations in cases of alleged sexual assault or sexual abuse."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 18.68 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 18.68.tM0. Sexual assault victim may not be required to pay for 

examination. A law enforcement agency or other authority that is investigating a 

sexual assault that is alleged or suspected to have occurred within its jurisdiction or 

a health care provider or health care facility may not require the victim to pay for the 

costs of examination of the victim necessary for

(1) collecting evidence using the sexual assault examination kit under 

AS 18.68.010 or otherwise; or

(2) determining whether a sexual assault has occurred.

Sec. 18.68.100. Definition. In this chapter, "sexual assauit" has the meaning 

given in AS 18.66.990.

.J. CSHB 270< )
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S T A T E  O F F I C E

A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

P.O. B ox240106 Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0106 Phone (907) 277-0515 Fax (907) 272-5355
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Joseph E, Young 
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Michael Corkill, Past President 
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Tod McGillivray, Member 
Kenai

Pres. Kenai Chapter
Leo Brandlen, Member 
Anchorage

Pres. Anchorage Chapter
Angella Long, Member 
Palmer

Pres. Mat-Su Chapter
Tonya Barnes. Member 
Fairbanks

Pres. Farthest North Chapter
Robert Fletcher, Member 
Juneau

Pres. Capitol City Chapter
Leroy Mestas, Member 
Ketchikan

Pres First City Chapter
Robert Claus, Member 
Craig

Pres. Prince of Wales Chapter
John Lucking, J r , Member 
Unalaska 

Pres. Aleutian Islands Chapter

January  27, 2000

R epresentative Jean n e tte  Jam e s  
Alaska S ta te  Legislature 
S ta te  Capital
Juneau , Alaska 99801-1182 

D ear R epresentative Jam es:

At a  recent m eeting of the  APOA Board of Directors, we unanimously 
ag reed  to oppose  HB 270.

W e oppose  the proposed  am endm ent to AS 18.68 regarding the financial 
responsibility for testing for sexually transm itted d ise a se s  and  em ergency 
contraception. T h ese  m atters are  not law enforcem ent related.

W e feel this am endm ent is inappropriate and  should not be enacted.

You m ay contact us at the APOA office in A nchorage at 277-0515.

rely,

John C harbonneau 
S ta te  President

cc: Representatives Eric Croft and Andrew Halcro

RECEIVED BY

FEB -  1 2000 

Rep. Jeannette James



Revision Date Dept. Affected Public Safety
Title SEXUAL ASSAULT & SEXUAL ABUSE BRU Alaska State Trooper Detachments

FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . S S H B  270

2000 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Component: Alaska State Trooper Detachments
Sp jnsor Representative Croft
Requester H. S tate Affairs Committee______________________ Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)_______
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE______________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Cther (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate of any cu rren t y ea r (FY2000) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: ( A t t a c h  a  s e p a r a t e  p a g e  i f  n e c e s s a r y )

This bill is not expected to have an adverse impact on the budget.

Prepared by: Royce Weller, Special Assistant____________________________  Phone 465-4322
Ifpce^f the Commissioner_________________________________ Date/Time 3/3/2000______

~  Dat e _ 2 _ ^ £ £ .

Division Offjce^if the Commissioner Date/Time 3/3/2000

Approved by:
Agency Commissioner Ronald L. Olte, Dept, of Public Safety__________

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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