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House of Representatives
House District 34

HB 192 - CALLING FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS 
TO RECITE THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The goal o f  th is  b ill is  to  in su re  civic b a s ic s  a re  ta u g h t in  A lask a ’s p u b lic  
sch o o ls  b y  re q u ir in g  re g u la r  flag  ex e rc ises  -  w h ich  in c lu d e  th e  P ledge o f 
A lleg iance -  b e  h e ld .

No one  w ill be  c o m p e lle d  to  rec ite  th e  p led g e  a g a in s t th e ir  c o n sc ie n ce  u n d e r  
HB 192. In s te ad , su c h  s tu d e n ts  w ill be  a sk e d  to  m a in ta in  a re s p e c tfu l  
s ilen ce .

By " re g u la r ,” th is  b ill e n v is io n s  th e  p led g e  to  be  re c ite d  p re fe ra b ly  o n  a 
w eek ly  b a s is , b u t  a t  le a s t  on  a b i-w eek ly  b a s is , in  all p u b lic  sc h o o ls  in  
A laska.
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Written testimony for H3 192 by;
Denny Kay Weathers Third Judicia l D istrict 
c/a P.O. Box 1791 Coraova, Alaska 
No Zip Code
Attn: Chairperson;

I think th is b i l l is very Important to Alaska and the 
future of America. Many adolescent's and adults I ta lk  with can 
not rec ite  the pledge of allegiance.

Children In Alaska's public schools are being taught that America l£-ra democracy even though the Constitution of the 
united 9tates of America A rtic le 4, section 4 and the Alaska 
Statehood Act. section 3 guarantee's every State In the Union a 
republican form of government and the pledge of allegiance 
re in forces "to the repuolic fo r which it stands.

Even worse is those elected o f f ic ia ls  (L eg is la to rs , Lt. 
Governor & Governor) and those appointed o f f ic ia ls  such as 
attorney generals 3. commissioners that publicly re fe r to Alaska 
as a democracy. I wonder i f  while they rec ite the pledge of 
allegiance they s ilen tly  say (to  the democracy fo r which it 
stands)?

Children now aays, unless hcmeschooled or a member of the 
Scouts tficoivery l i t t ie  about the American fla g .

America's flag has great h is to rica l meaning, the 13 
s tripes stand fo r the original 13 colonies, in the blue square 
there are s ta rs that represent each state within the union.

How many chllcren know what the colors of the fla g  stand 
fo r , such as;

Rea stands fo r hardiness and courage.White stands for Innocence and purity .Blue stands fo r vigilance, perseverance and Justice.
Or the following story of how George Washington explained 

the co lo rs o f the American flag  to the people;
"We take the stars ana blue union from heaven, the red from our mother country, separating lt  oy white 9 tr lp es . thus showing we have separated 
from her: ana the white stripes shall go aown 
:c posterity representing lib e rty ."

1
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How mar.y children or adults for that matter know proper 
“ Flag etiquette" or the other names fo r which the American flag  
Is known. Hew many know the pledge of allegiance was f i r s t  
published In 1992, at Boston, Mass. by Francis Bellamy.

The American flag  Is the symbol of the land, the people, 
the Ideals and the government of the united s t a t e s  of America 
i t  was adopted as our flag  on June 14, 1777.

I support and wi l l  defend HB 192 as I wi l l  the Flag of the
united states cf America which wl i l  be 222 year9 oid on June
14, 1999 anc I wi l l  continue to pledge allegiance to the f l ag 
of the united states of America and to the republic fo r which
it  stands as Americans have Deen doing fo r the past 106 years
and would nope others would too.

i< f P

L
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You asked if there is a state or school district policy in Alaska regarding recitation of the pledge of 
allegiance in public schools. You also asked about state laws that require the recitation of the 
pledge of allegiance in public schools.

Alaska is among those states with no statutes regarding the pledge of allegiance in public 
schools. In Alaska, use of the pledge of allegiance varies by school district. Among the 23 states 
with laws addressing the pledge of allegiance in public schools, 16 require the pledge of 
allegiance - 12 provide for voluntary participation and 4 are silent in regard to participation. Laws 
in 4 states require participation, despite the Supreme Court’s ruling that such a requirement is a 
violation of an individual's constitutional right to free speech. Laws in 2 states allow individual 
school districts to decide whether or not to conduct pledge exercises. And 1 state’s law refers to 
instruction in the pledge of allegiance but makes no mention of recitation of the pledge.

Alaska Statutes and regulations contain no mention of the pledge of allegiance.1 Harry Gamble, 
public information officer, Department of Education, reports that the department offers no 
guidelines to school districts regarding the pledge. W e  asked school officials in Alaska’s three 
largest communities (Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau) if the districts have specific policies 
regarding the pledge of allegiance. W e  found that the use of the pledge of allegiance varies by 
school district. Furthermore, the Anchorage and Fairbanks school districts have written policies 
but the Juneau school district does not.

The Anchorage School District policy states that the pledge shall be recited in most assemblies 
and students will be given the opportunity to salute the flag with the pledge of allegiance before 
the start of each day:

Section 342.6 Patriotism (Pledge of Allegiance)

A. Flags, United States and Alaska, will be displayed in all classrooms, the main 
entrance of the building, interior entrance areas if appropriate, any 
auditorium/mult-purpose room or other assembly area. When viewing the flags 
from the audience, the American flag should be placed on the left and the Alaska 
flag should be on the right.

B. The Pledge of Allegiance will be held as an opening ceremony at all "formal" 
assemblies involving resource speakers and visitors. The principal and faculty 
should determine when the Pledge should be held for other assembly meetings.

C. An opportunity shall be provided for all students to salute the flag with the 
Pledge of Allegiance during morning announcements each day.

' The Pledge of Allegiance was written by Francis Bellamy In 1892 and published in the children's magazine, Tho 
Youth's Companion. The pledge was originally Intended to be recited annually by schoolchildren on Columbus Day, but 
eventually became part of dally public school activities.

Le g is l a v v e  R e s e a r c h  R e p o r t 9 9 .1 0 3 ______________________________________________________
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D. Students and staff should be encouraged to pridefully participate in the 
Pledge. Students or staff who object to the Pledge may be seated during the 
Pledge and are expected to be courteous during the ceremony.

The Fairbanks North Star School District policy states that instruction will be given in flag protocol 
and a flag salute is encouraged at assemblies:

Section 924.1 Flag Instruction and Salute

Every elementary student will be given instruction annually in the proper care and 
respect for flags of the United States and Alaska.

Elementary and secondary principals will be encouraged to begin assemblies 
with a flag salute.

According to Annie Calkins, assistant superintendent of the Juneau School District, the district 
does not have a written policy regarding recitation of the pledge of allegiance. She said that, 
generally, students in Juneau recite the pledge in elementary grades but the practice is usually 
not as common in middle and high school,

v S t a t e  S t a t u t e s  R e g' , * T * ’ : • '•> ■ V*'

According to a survey conducted by the National Flag Foundation in 1992, at least 22 states have 
statutes regarding the recitation of the pledge of allegiance in public schools.2 Since that time, 
lawmakers in at least 1 more state, Montana, have passed a law on the pledge of allegiance.3

It is important to note that, although a few state’s laws require participation in the recitation of the 
pledge of allegiance in public schools, the U.S. Supreme Court has ruleJ that schoolchildren 
cannot be compelled to participate against their wishes. In West Virginia State Beard of 
Education v. Barnette (319 U.S. 624, 1943), the Court heard arguments from members of the 
Jehovah's Witness faith, who objected to compulsory recitation of the pledge on religious 
grounds. The Court ruled that the right of free speech guaranteed in the First Amendment denies 
the government the authority to require the saluting of the flag or recitation of the pledge. As a 
result, many states' laws include language making participation in pledge exercises voluntary or 
optional.

The attached table includes information on states with laws regarding the pledge of allegiance in 
public schools and also includes the statutory citation.'' The following highlight variations and

1 The National Flag Foundation is a private, non-profit, educational organization dedicated to fostering research and 
scholarship on historic flags of the U.S. The survey results, found in Stars, Stripes, and Statutes, National Flag
Foundation, 1992. lists the following states as having statutes specifically addressing the pledgo of allegiance: Alabama. 
Arizona, California, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho. Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Rhode Island, Washington, West Virginia, and 
W isconsin.. We checked all statutory references listed in the 1992 survey and found that these laws are still in elfect.

3 The Montana statute was enacted in 1997.

* We have Included, as an attachment to this report, copies of the slate statutes provided In the table.
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♦ Laws in Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, 
Montana, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Washington, West Virginia, and 
Wisconsin require the pledge of allegiance be recited, however, participation 
is voluntary.

♦ Laws in California, Kansas, New Mexico, and New York require schools or 
school districts to conduct patriotic exercises that include a recitation of the 
pledge of allegiance. The statutes are silent, however, on whether or not 
participation is voluntary.

♦ Laws in Delaware, Massachusetts, Mississippi, and North Dakota appear 
to require compulsory participation by students in the pledge of allegiance in 
public schools.

♦ Laws in New Hampshire and Ohio provide that school districts shall develop 
independent policies on whether or not to recite the pledge.

♦ Idaho law provides that instruction shall be given in flag etiquette and such 
instruction shall include the pledge of allegiance. The statute makes no 
mention, however, of recitation of the pledge.

similarities in state approaches to this issue:

I hope you find this information useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions 
or need additional information.
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Table: State Statutes Regarding the Pledge o f A llegiance in Public
Schoo ls

State Statutory Language Statutory Authority

A labam a
The S ta te  Boa rd  o f Education sha ll a ffo rd  a ll students attending 
public k indergarten, prim ary and seconda ry  sch oo ls  the opportunity 
each  sch oo l day to voluntarily recite the p ledge o f a lleg iance to the 
United S ta te s flag ,

A labam a C ode  16 -43 -5

A rizona
S ch o o l authorities . . .  sha ll se t aside a  specific time each day fo r 
those  students who wish to recite the p ledge o f a lleg iance to the 
United S ta te s  flag .

A rizona Rev ised  
S ta tu tes 1 5 -5 0 6

Ca lifo rn ia
In eve ry  public e lem en tary  schoo l each  day during the schoo l y e a r . .  
. the re  sha ll be conducted approp ria te patriotic exe rc ises . T he  giving 
o f the P ledge  o f A lleg iance to the F lag  o f the United S ta tes of 
Am erica sh a ll sa tis fy  the requ irem ents o f this section .

Ca lifo rn ia  C ode s 
(Education ) 5 2 7 2 0

D e law a re
In the open ing exe rc ises o f eve ry  free  public schoo l each morning, 
the teache rs  and pupils a ssem b led  sha ll sa lu te  and p ledge 
a lleq iance to the Am erican flag  . . .

D e law are  C ode 
Annotated 4 1 0 5

G eo rg ia
Each student in the public sch oo ls  o f this state sha ll be a ffo rded  the 
opportunity to recite the P ledg e  o f A lleg iance to the flag  of the United 
S ta te s  of America during each  schoo l day------

G eo rg ia  C ode  Annotated 
2 0 -2 -3 1 0 .

Idaho

Instruction in the p rope r use , d isp lay and history o f and respect fo r 
the American flag  and  the national c o lo rs  sha ll be given in all 
e lem en tary  and seconda ry  sch oo ls . Such  instruction sha ll include 
the p ledge o f a lleg iance to the Hag, w ords and music o f the national 
anthem , and o f “America.''

Idaho C ode  3 3 -1 6 0 2

K an sa s
It sha ll be the duty o f the sta te  board  o f education to p repare  fo r  the 
u se  o f the public sch oo ls  a  program  providing fo r patriotic exe rc ises . 
. .  The  p rogram  . . .  sha ll include a daily recitation o f the p ledge of 
a lleg iance to the flag o f the United S ta te s o f America.

K an sas  S ta tu tes 72 - 
5 3 0 8

Kentucky
The boa rd  o f education of each sch oo l district sha ll estab lish a  policy 
and deve lop  p rocedu res whereby the pupils in each e lem entary  and 
seconda ry  sch oo l m ay participate in the p ledge o f a lleg iance to  the 
flag o f the United S ta te s .

Kentucky Rev ised  
Sta tu tes 1 5 8 .1 7 5  (2 )

Lou is iana

Each parish and city sch oo l board  in the state sha ll a ls o  perm it the 
p rope r authorities o f each  sch oo l to a llow  the opportunity fo r g roup 
recitation o f the "P ledge  o f A lleg iance to the F lag," Such recitation 
sha ll occu r at the com m encem ent o f the first c la ss  o f each day in all 
g rades and in a ll public sch oo ls .

Lou isiana S tatu tes 
Annotated (1 9 9 9  

supp lem en t) 2 1 1 5

M ary land

Each county boa rd  s h a l l : . . .  (2 ) P repa re  a  p rog ram  fo r each public 
sch oo l c la ss ro om  fo r the beginning o f each day that p rovides fo r the 
sa lu te  to the flag  and o th er patriotic exe rc ises . . .  (3 ) Require  all 
students and teache rs  in charge  to stand and fa ce  the flag and while 
standing give an app roved  sa lu te  and recite in unison the p ledge . . .  
(d ) Any student o r teache r who w ishes to be excused  from  the 
requirem ents . . .  sh a ll be excused .

M ary land Annotated 
C ode  7 -1 0 5
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Table: State Statutes Regarding the P ledge o f A llegiance in Public
Schoo ls

State Statutory Language Statutory Authority

M assachuse tts

Each teache r at the com m encem ent o f the first c la s s  o f each day  in 
a ll g rad es  in a ll public sch oo ls  sha ll le ad  the c la s s  in a group 
recitation of the "P led g e  o f A lleg iance to the F lag ." Fa ilu re fo r a  
period o f five consecu tive  d ays by the principal o r teacher in charge  
o f a s c h o o l . . .  to d isp lay  the flag  . . .  o r fa ilu re fo r a  period of two 
consecu tive w eeks by a teacher to sa lu te  the flag  and recite said 
p ledge . . .  o r to c au se  the pupils in his cha rge  s o  to do , shall be 
pun ished fo r eve ry  such period by a  fine o f not m ors  than five 
d o lla rs .

M assachuse tts  G en era l 
Law s A nnotated  (1 9 9 9  

Supp lem en t) 7 1 -6 9

M ississippi
The boa rd s of tru stees o f the public s ch oo ls  o f this state  sha ll require 
the teache rs  under the ir contro l to have  a ll pup ils repeat the oath of 
a lleg iance to the flag  o f the United S ta te s  of Am erica a t least once 
durinq each sch oo l m onth . . .

M ississippi C ode  
Annotated 3 7 -1 3 -7

M ontana

(T )h e  p ledge o f a lleg iance  to the flag  o f the United S ta te s  of America 
must be recited in a ll public sch oo ls  o f the s t a t e . . . .  (4 ) A schoo l 
district sha ll in form  a ll studen ts and teache rs  o f their right to not 
pari cipate in recitation o f the p ledge . Any student o r teache r who, 
fo r s.ny rea son , ob jec ts to participating in the p ledge exe rc ise  must 
be excused  from  participation. (5 ) If a  student o r teacher dec lines to 
pari cipate in the recitation . . .  a  sch oo l district m ay not fo r 
eva luation pu rp ose s include any  re fe rence  to the student's o r 
teacher's not participating.

M ontana C od e  
A nnotated 2 0 -7 -1 3 3

New Ham psh ire

A sch oo l district m ay authorize the recitation o f the traditional Lord's 
P ra ye r and the p ledge o f a lleg iance to the flag  in public e lem entary  
sch oo ls . Pupil participation in the recitation . . .  sha ll be voluntary . 
Pup ils sha ll be  in form ed that these  e xe rc ises  a re  not m eant to 
in fluence an individual's pe rsona l re lig ious be lie fs  in any m anner.

New Ham psh ire  
1 9 4 :1 5 -a

New Je rse y

Every board  o f education  s h a l l . . .  (c ) requ ire the pupils in each 
sch oo l in the district on every  sch oo l day  to sa lu te  the United S ta tes 
flag  and  repea t the . . .  p ledge o f a lle g ia n c e .. . .  except that pupils 
who have consienctious sc ru p les  against such p ledge o r s a lu te , . . .  
sha ll not be required to render such sa lu te  and p ledge out sha ll be 
required to show  full respect to  the flag  while the p ledge is being 
qiven.

New J e rs e y  S ta tu tes 
Annotated 18A : 3 6 -3

New Mexico
Loca l sch oo l b oa rd s sh a ll p rovide that the p ledge  o f a lleg iance sha ll 
be recited daily in each  public sch oo l in the sch oo l district according 
to regu lations adop ted  by the state  board .

New M exico S ta tu tes 
A nnotated 2 2 -5 -4 .5

New York

t sha ll be  the duty o f the com m iss ione r o f education to p repare , fo r 
the u se  o f the public sch oo ls  o f the state , a  p rog ram  providing fo r  a 
sa lu te  to the flag  and  a  daily p ledge o f a lleg iance  to the flag, fo r 
instruction in its correct u se  and d isp lay and  such  other patriotic 
exe rc ises a s  m ay be deem ed  by him to be expedient, under such 
regu lations and instructions a s  m ay best m eet the varied 
requ irem ents o f the different q rades and  such sch oo ls .

New Y o rk  Annotated 
S ta tu tes Education 80 2

North Dakota
The o fficers o f e ve ry  sch oo l district sh a ll en su re  . , .  that each 
morning the p ledge  o f a lleg iance to the flag  must p recede each day's 
study in the first g rade  through the sixth g rade .

North D ako ta  C ode  
A nnotated  1 5 -4 7 -3 7

Ohio

The board  of education o f each city, loca l, exem pted v illage, and 
joint vocationa l sch oo l district sh a ll adop t a  po licy specifying whether 
o r not o ra l recitation o f the p ledge o f a lleg iance  to the flag sha ll be  a 
part o f the sch o o l’s p rog ram  and , if so , estab lish ing  a  time and 
m ariner fo r such recitation.

O h io  R ev ised  C ode  
3 3 1 3 .6 0 .2
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Table: State Statutes Regarding the Pledge o f A llegiance in Public
Schoo ls

State Statutory Language Statutory Authority

R hode  Is land

(a ) All public sch oo ls , commencing with preprim ary sch oo l through 
and including high schoo l, sha ll com m ence each  day with the 
(p ledge  o f a lle g ia n c e ). . .  (b ) Any pe rson  not wishing to participate in 
the "p ledge o f a lleg iance" is hereby exempt from  participation and 
need  not participate in the p ledge.

G en e ra l Laws o f Rhode  
Is land 16 -22 -1 1

W ash ing ton

The board  o f d irectors o f eve ry  sch oo l district s h a l l . . .  C ause  
approp ria te flag  exe rc ises to be held in each c lass room  at the 
beginning o f the sch oo l day, and in eve ry  sch oo l at the opening of all 
s ch oo l assem b lie s , at which exe rc ises those  pupils s o  desiring sha ll
recite the (p ledge o f a lleg iance )____Students not reciting the p ledge
sha ll maintain a respectfu l silence.

R ev ised  C od e  of 
W ash ing ton  Annotated 

2 8A .2 3 0 .1 4 0

W est Virginia
E very instructional d ay  in the public sch oo ls  o f this state  sha ll be 
com m enced  with a  p ledge o f a lleg iance to the flag  o f the United 
S ta te s . Pup ils who do not wish to participate in this exerc ise  sha ll be 
e xcused  from  making such p ledge.

W est Virginia C od e  18-5- 
15b

W isconsin
Eve ry  public and private sch oo l sha ll o ffe r the p ledge o f a lleg iance in 
i r a d e s  one to 8  at the beginning of sch oo l at least one  day per 
w eek . No pupil m ay be com pe lled , against the pupil's ob jec tions o r 
those  o f the pupil's parents o r guard ian , to recite the p ledge.

W isconsin  S ta tu tes 
1 1 8 .0 6

S o u rc e s : Stars, Stripes, and  Statutes, National F lag Foundation , 1 9 92 ; and current sta te  statutes.
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1002 Federa l Receipts
1003 G F Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program  Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY99) cost: 0.0 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)
House Bill 192 addresses the display of flags and the pledge of allegiance and requires appropriate 
flag exercises to be conducted in schools.

There is no fiscal impact for the department.

Prepared by 
Division

Barbara Thompson
Teaching and Learning Support

Approved by Commissioner: Richard S . C ross
Agency Department of Education

Phone 465 -8727

£
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Re: fiscal notes

Subject: Re: fiscal notes
Date: Tue, 27 Apr 1999 14:49:51 -0800 
From: Shari Kochman <shari_kochman@.gov.state.ak.us> 

Organization: Alaska Office of the Governor
To: Barbara Cotting <Barbara_Cotting@legis.state.ak.us>

o k e y  d o k e y  
t h a n k s

B a r b a r a  C o t t i n g  w r o t e :
>
> I  n e e d  a  f i s c a l  n o t e  f o r :
>
>  HB 1 9 2 ,  P l e d g e  o f  A l l e g i a n c e  i n  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s ,  D dE .
>
>  I t ' s  s c h e d u l e d  A p r i l  2 9  i n  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s .
>
>  T h a n k s .
>
>  B a r b a r a

I of I <1/27/99 4:27 I'M

mailto:Barbara_Cotting@legis.state.ak.us


Fiscal notes
1

Subject: fiscal notes
Date: Tue, 27 Apr 1999 14:32:34 -0800 
From: Barbara Cotting <Barbara_Cotting@legis.state.ak.us> 

Organization: Alaska State Legislature
To: Shari Kochman <shari_kochman@gov.state.ak.us>

I  n e e d  a  f i s c a l  n o t e  f o r :

HB 1 9 2 ,  P l e d g e  o f  A l l e g i a n c e  i n  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s ,  DOE.

I t ' s  s c h e d u l e d  A p r i l  2 9  i n  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s .

T h a n k s .

B a r b a r a

I of I 4/27m  2:.12 I'M
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