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A rc tic  N a tio n a l W ild life  R efuge  P o llin g  R esu lts

Research conducted by Ivan Moore Research for the Alaska Conservation Alliance 

July  1998

“The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge should be protected from oil drilling:”

Agree 140 46.7%
Disagree 137 45.7%
Neutral/Undecided 23 7.7%

November 1999

“Please tell me if you strongly agree, mildly agree, mildly disagree or strongly disagree 
.with the following statement about the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge or ANWR.

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge or ANWR should be protected from British 
Petroleum’s oil drilling and development plans:”

Agree • 101 40.5%
Disagree * 109 43.4%
Neutral 40 16.0%

mailto:nw-ak.field@sierraclub.org
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U n ite d  States Senate  
W a s h in g to n , D C  2 0 5 1 5

D e a r S enator:

1 am  w r it in g  to  ask fo r  y o u r  s u p p o rt a g ain st o i l  d r il l in g  in  the A rc tic  N a tio n a l W i ld l i f e  R e fu g e . T h e  A la s k a  C o n s e rv a tio n  
V o te rs, a s ta te w id e  u m b re lla  o r g a n iz a tio n  w h ic h  represents 31 con se rva tio n  o rg a n iza tio n s  and 2 2 ,0 0 0  in d iv id u a l A la s k a n s , 
is a stro n g  su p p o rte r o f  p e rm a n e n t p ro te c tio n  fo r  the A rc tic  R e fu g e  coastal p la in .

T h e  A rc tic  N a tio n a l W ild l i f e  R e fu g e  is an A la s k a n  treasure. T h e  fra g ile  coastal p la in  sup p orts a broad d iv e r s ity  o f  life  
in c lu d in g  n e s tin g  a nd  fe e d in g  h a b ita t fo r  hu n d re d s o f  species o f  m ig ra to ry  bird s, d e n n in g  g ro u n d s  fo r p o la r  bears, and the 
b ir th in g  area fo r  the 1 3 0 ,0 0 0  m e m b e r P o rc u p in e  R iv e r  ca rib o u  herd. T h e  A rc tic  R e fu g e  coastal p la in  m a k e s  u p  a m e re  5 %  
o f  A la s k a ’s A r c tic  and is the o n ly  stretch o f  c o a s tlin e  w h ic h  is o f f - l im it s  to o il  and gas d e v e lo p m e n t.

C o n tra r y  to  o il  lo b b y is t  c la im s , A la s k a n s  are d iv id e d  o n  the q ue stio n  o f  w h e th e r to a llo w  o il  d r il l in g  in  the A rc tic  R e fu g e  
( Iv a n  M o o r e  R esearch 1 1 /9 9 ). In  fact, 6 5 %  o f  A la s k a n s  say th e y  opp ose o il  d r il l in g  i f  p ro v e n  tha t it w o u ld  cause 
s ig n ific a n t h a rm  to  the  e n v ir o n m e n t ( M a c W ill ia m s ,  C o s g ro v e , S m ith , R o b in s o n  1 1 /9 8 ). T h e  m a jo r ity  o f  w o m e n  and rural 
residents c o n s is te n tly  s u p p o rt p ro te c tin g  the A r c tic  N a tio n a l W ild l i fe  R e fu g e  fro m  o il d r ill in g .

It w as a lso  A la s k a n  g ro u p s  lik e  th e  F a irb a n k s -b a s e d  T a n a n a  V a lle y  S p o rts m e n ’s A s s o c ia tio n  tha t c o n v in c e d  P resid ent 
E is e n h o w e r’s A d m in is tr a t io n  to esta b lis h  the o r ig in a l A rc tic  W ild l i f e  R a n g e  in  I9 6 0 . T o d a y , w ild e rn e s s  d e s ig n a tio n  is 
sup p orted  b y  a b ro a d -b a se d  state c o a lit io n  tha t in c lu d e s the G w ic h ’ in N a tiv e s  o f  N o rth e a s t A la s k a , the E p is c o p a l C h u rc h , 
and d o z e n s  o f  A la s k a  to u ris m  and c o n s e rv a tio n  org a n iza tio n s.

P rim a ry  o p p o s itio n  to  p ro te c tio n  o f  the coastal p la in  com es fro m  an o il  in d u s try  backed lo b b y  g ro u p  c a llin g  its e lf  “ A rc tic  
P o w e r.”  A rc tic  P o w e r is n o t a c re d ib le  source o f  in fo rm a tio n  on th is  issue. In  fact, th e ir  m a in  su p p o rt is fro m  m u lt in a tio n a l 
c o rp o ra tio n s  lik e  B r it is h  P e tro le u m  w h o  w o u ld  d ire c tly  b e n e fit fro m  increased o il  d r ill in g .

S c ie n tif ic  and c o n s e rv a tio n  exp e rts  ag 'e that d r il l in g  in  the A rc tic  N a tio n a l W ild l i fe  R e fu g e  w i l l  d e stro y  the u n iq u e  
w ild e rn e s s  and w i ld l i f e  resources o f  the area. E v e n  A la s k a ’s o w n  U n iv e rs ity  researchers h a ve  d e te rm in e d  that o i l  d r il l in g  
and in d u s tria l d e v e lo p m e n t has a d e trim e n ta l im p a c t on ca rib o u  (N e lle m a n n , C ., R .D . C a m e ro n , “ C u m u la t iv e  Im p a c ts  o f  an 
E v o lv in g  O i l  F ie ld  o n  th e  D is tr ib u tio n  o f  C a lv in g  C a r ib o u ,”  C a n a d ia n  Jo urn a l o f  Z o o lo g y , 1 9 9 8 ). T h e  G w ic h ’ in  N a tiv e s  
w h o  liv e  in  A la s k a  a nd  C a n a d a  re ly  o n  the  c a rib o u  fo r  th e ir  subsistence and c u ltu ra l id e n tity  and are u n ite d  in  th e ir  
o p p o s itio n  to  o il  d r i l l in g  in  the A rc tic  N a tio n a l W i ld l i f e  R efug e.

It is h e a rte n in g  to  k n o w  tha t so m a n y  p e o p le  across the c o u n try  sup p ort A la s k a n s  in o u r e ffo rts  to  p rotect the A rc tic  
N a tio n a l W i ld l i f e  R e fu g e  fro m  o il  d r il l in g . In  fact, p o lls  s h o w  that o v e r 7 0 %  o f  the A m e r ic a n  p u b lic  sup p orts  p e rm a n e n t 
p ro te c tio n  fo r  th e  A rc tic  N a tio n a l W i ld l i f e  R e fu g e  coastal p la in . Please d em onstrate  y o u r  sup p ort b y  v o t in g  a g ain st a n y  b ill  
that a llo w s  fo r  o il  d r i l l in g  in the A rc tic  N a tio n a l W ild l i f e  R e fu g e . T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  lea d e rship  ro le  in  th is  im p o rta n t 
e ffo rt.

S in c e re ly ,

M a r y  C o re , E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r

C o n s e r v e A l a s k a .  I t ’ s O n l y  N a t u r a l .

mailto:unite@akvoice.org
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W h y  A l a s k a n s  S u p p o r t  

P r o t e c t i n g  t h e  A r c t i c  R e f u g e

in the far northeastern corner of Alaska lies the Arctic National Wildlife 

Refuge. The Arctic Refuge coastal plain is the heart of a thriving Arctic 

ecosystem that hosts thousands of migratory birds, provides denning 

habitat for polar bears, and is the calving grounds for the 129,000- 

member Porcupine caribou herd. Each year, the caribou migrate hun­

dreds of miles to the coastal plain of the Arctic Refuge, where they give 

birth to their young. The Arctic Refuge also plays an integral part in the 

lives of the Gwich'in Athabascan people who depend on the seasonal 

migrations of the caribou for their subsistence and cultural identity.

But this unique Alaskan wilderness is under attack. Multinational oil 

companies and their friends in Congress want to drill the fragile coastal 

plain for oil, and turn our Arctic wilderness into another Prudhoe Bay.

In the last 20 years, oil development has spread rapidly across Alaska's 

Arctic. Over 1,500 miles of roads and pipelines crisscross 800 square 

miles of tundra. Millions of acres of offshore waters and 4 million acres 

of the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska will soon be leased for oil 

development.

With 90 percent of Alaska's Arctic already eligible for leasing, Alaskans 

need to restore a balance between oil and wilderness. The Arctic 

Refuge coastal plain is a mere 5 percent of Alaska's vast Arctic coast. 

Permanently protecting the Arctic Refuge coastal plain from oil drilling 

will ensure that this critical portion of Alaska's Arctic is safeguarded for 

the future.

A la s k a n s  H u n t, F ish  a n d  R e c r e a te  in  t h e  A rc tic  R e fu g e
The initial far-sighted public proposal for the establishment of the 

Arctic National Wildlife Range was made by the Tanana Valley 

Sportsman's Association in 1957.

Once an area is industrialized by the oil industry, hunting is usually off 

limits. Alaskans who used to enjoy the entire Arctic for hunting have 

found themselves locked out of the lands around Prudhoe Bay. Along 

the 800 mile corridoi of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline (TAPS), hunting is 

strictly prohibited.

Each year, dozens of Alaskan hunting and wilderness guides bring 

guests into the Arctic Refuge to enjoy the unique wilderness and 

wildlife opportunities. These small Dusiness owners directly benefit 

from the wild qualities of the Arctic Refuge that draw guests from all 

over the world and contribute to a growing economy.
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s lic in g  a ra zo r  b la d e  

a c r o s s  th e  fa c e  o f  

th e  M o n a  L isa

— Senator Ted Stevens, 
Anchorage Daily News, 
M ay 16, 1977

There is a sport hunting season for caribou, moose, Dali sheep and 

waterfowl within the Arctic Refuge. Subsistence hunting and fishing is 

permitted, as is fur trapping. W e  cherish this legacy and want our chil­

dren and grandchildren to be assured of these opportunities.

Oil D rill in g  H a r m s  t h e  A rc t ic  E n v i r o n m e n t
Multinational oil companies claim that they've cleaned up their act on 

the North Slope, but their record demonstrates this is not true. In 

1996, Doyon Drilling was caught injecting toxic drilling waste into the 

tundra at the Endicott oil field —  an operation that the industry heralds 

as model for environmentally safe development. In 1998, Arco lost 

millions of gallons of drilling muds below the Colville River Delta at 

their Alpine site. These are not the actions of companies who respect 

our land or our heritage.

There are hundreds of spills each year on the North Slope, involving 

tens of thousands of gallons of crude oil and other petroleum prod­

ucts. The Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation lists 

over 60 contaminated sites associated with North Slope oil industry 

operations.

Oil operations in the Arctic annually emit over 43,000 tons of oxides of 

nitrogen —  more than twice the amount emitted by Washington, D.C. 

These emissions contribute to smog, which has been linked to asth­

ma and respiratory illness. Emissions can be detected 200 miles away 

in Barrow.

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game conducted studies on cari­

bou in the vicinity of the Prudhoe Bay oil complex which show that 

cows with calves avoid noise and development. The studies link 

increased animal stress and extra exertion with lower calf production, 

lower calf birth weights, and lower calf densities. Oil development in 

the Arctic Refuge would likely effect the Porcupine caribou in a similar 

way.

P r o t e c t  A la s k a 's  O n ly  A rc t ic  R e f u g e
The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is a unique Alaskan treasure.

Drilling for oil in the Arctic Refuge will destroy the very values that 

Alaskans respec* and worked to defend. Protecting the coastal plain of 

the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge will ensure that this incredible lega­

cy is preserved for all time.

S ierra
C lub

For moro information about how you can got involved with the Sierra Club’s Alaska 
Arctic campaign, call Sara Callaghan at (907) 276-4088 or e-mail 
saragaol<!?alnsko.not.
Thanks to: The Natural Resources Defense Council and the Alaska Wilderness 
League for their research.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

D u r i n g  I n t e r im :  ( . l im e  - D e e . )

7 1 6  W e st 4 th  A v e n u e . S u ite  5 0 0  
A n c h o ra g e , A la s k a  9 9 5 0 1 -2 1 3 3  
(9 0 7 ) 2 6 9 -0 2 0 0  
F a x  (9 0 7 ) 2 6 9 -0 2 0 4

D u r i n g  S e s s io n :  ( .In n . - M u y )

S la te  C a p ito l 
Juneau, A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  

(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -4 9 9 3  
F a x  (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -3 8 7 2

Drue Pearce 
President o f  the Senate

Memorandum

Date: March 27, 2000

To: Representative Beverly Masek
Co-Chair House Resources Committee

From: Senator Drue Pearce, Senate President.

RE: SJR 39 -  ENCOURAGING CONGRESS TO OPEN ANWR

I respectfully request that SJR 39 be scheduled for a hearing in the House Resources Committee 
at your earliest possible convenience.

Thank you for your consideration.

Scnalor_Druc_Pearcc@lcgis.statc.ak.ns

mailto:Scnalor_Druc_Pearcc@lcgis.statc.ak.ns
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Drue Pearce 
President o f  the Senate 

Sponsor Statement 
SJR 39
3/21/00

U.S. oil production has fallen 17 percent during the Clinton-Gore Administration to the lowest am tal 
production rate since 1954. At the same time U.S. consumption has risen approximately 14 percent.
As of February 2000, America is importing approximately 56 percent of our daily oil consumption, 44 
percent of which comes from countries that are members of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). This amounts to 10.5 million barrels of the roughly 19 million barrels we consume 
per day.

The dramatic decline in domestic oil production and the resulting dependence on foreign oil production 
is directly attributable to America’s failure to develop a long-term energy policy. To be successful this 
policy needs to address not only the promotion of alternative technologies and fuels but must also 
recognize that, for the foreseeable future, Americans will be dependent on petroleum and natural gas to 
power our nation’s industry, transportation systems, and economy.

America's energy industry has also been damaged. Jobs in the energy section have declined from 
405,000 in 1990 to 293,000; a 28 percent drop over the last 10 years. A further sign of decline is that 
exploration rigs searching for oil have fallen from 657 in 1990 to 153 in February, 2000 — a 77 percent 
decline. Alaska and America can ill afford to continue our increased dependency on oil imports from 
foreign countries while exporting our jobs to these same nations.

Industry and government experts recognize the Coastal Plain of Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
(ANWR) as the single most promising unexplored region in the U.S. for a major oil and gas discovery.
In 1998, the U.S. Geological Survey estimated that the Coastal Plain of ANWR could have up to 16 
billion barrels of recoverable oil -  similar in size to volume of oil expected to be recovered from 
Prudhoe Bay.

In an effort to accommodate America’s energy needs, the Federal government currently employs a 
strategy of encouraging foreign countries to produce more oil to be made available for import to the 
United States. The fallacy of this strategy is evidenced by the dramatic price fluctuation of oil in recent 
years. Further failure of this approach is the three recessions since 1973 triggered by rising imported oil 
prices which were primarily driven by consumer demand and reduced domestic production.

SJR 39 supports our congressional efforts to develop a long-term energy policy for America, which 
includes opening access to promising areas, like ANWR, in an effort to increase domestic oil and gas 
production. Only then will America lessen the giip that foreign oil producing nations have on our 
economy and consumers.
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A R C T IC  N A T IO N A L  W IL D L IF E  R E F U G E  E X P L O R A T IO N
J A N U A R Y  1999

Statewide, nearly three out of four Alaskans (71%) report they believe oil and gas exploration 

should be allowed in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge...

"The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, usually referred to as 
ANWR, is located on the northern edge of Alaska between 
Prudhoe Bay and the Canadian border. What is your opinion, 
do you feel oil and gas exploration should or should not be 
allowed in that area ?"

I

S t

ShotildJ

71%

, Should not 

26%

Unsure
3%

...and support is strong in every geographic region and strongest among the most 

"experienced" Alaskans...

b
I

"...should or should not exploration be allowed in ANWR..."

Region

Should not

Time in community -

Under 1 year P

1 - 4 ysaia K j g g g j j i i S l j P ^ f *  55% Bl
a - s m s  w a m zmm P

1 0 -1 4  years H B F 9 «15+  yooro 1l'ntJl'AViT'|ii* * i| (Y f t

H Should *  Should not P
Dittman Research Corporation

P



A R C T IC  N A T IO N A L  W IL D L IF E  R E F U G E  E X P L O R A T IO N
J A N U A R Y  1 999

...in addition, over one out of three (36%) of those previously "opposed" to exploration in 

A N W R  switch to "support" when the three-dimensional seismic approach is used...

(Asked o f respondents who oppose oil and gas exploration in 
ANWR -2 6 % )
"There's a new way to explore for oil called 'three-dimensional 
seismic' which uses computers and has very little effect on 
the ground. If the three-dimensional seismic' approach is 
used, would you support or oppose oil and gas exploration in
ANWR’ "

unsure
12%

Oppose j 
52%

'Supper!

36%

Three out of four of all respondents (75%) also say they feel that now is a good time to 

explore for oil and gas in ANWR, even though the price of oil is so low...

"With the price of oil so low, some people say it's a bad time to 
explore in ANWR because there's too much oil now and we 
don't need any more; while other people say it takes ten years 
from exploring for oil to producing it, and if there is any oil in 
ANWR, we need to find out because we'll probably need it ten 
years from now. What's your opinion - is now a good time or 
a bad time to explore for oil in ANWR?"

Good timo | 

75%

Sod time 
22%

Urwwre
3%

P . 99
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A R C T IC  N A T IO N A L  W IL D L IF E  R E F U G E  E X P L O R A T IO N
J A N U A R Y  1999

...likely because nearly four out of five resondents (79%) believe there may be an enormous 

amount of oil underground in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge..

i
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DittMan Research Corporation
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E x p o r t s

S in ce  li f t in g  the expo rt ban o f  A N S  o il in M ay o f  1996 , A la skan  expo rts  have averaged  
(> 4 ,000 b a rre ls  p e r day o r  5 .5 %  o f  A la s k a ’ s p roduction .

In  1 9 9 9 . A la sk a n  expo rts  averaged 7 9 .0 0 0  barre ls  p e r day , o r  7 .9 %  o f  A la s k a 's  
p roduction -

A N S  supp lie s  the W est C oas t o f  the U .S . w ith 4 6 %  o f  the crude o i l needs.

O v e r 9 0 %  o f  A N S  o i l is d e liv e red  to the Puget Sound , San F ran c isco , L o s  A n g e le s , and 
H aw a ii.

In  1 99 9 , 1 1 8 ,0 0 0  b a rre ls  a day o f  crude o i l w ere  exported  from  A la sk a  and o th e r W esr 
C oas t states, and w h ile  o v e r 7 2 9 , 0 0 0  barre ls  a day o f  re fin ed  p roduct w ere a ls o  expo rted . 
In c lu d in g  the e xpo rt o f  1 1 1 ,0 0 0  barre ls a day o f  fin ished m o to r gaso lin e .

A N S  exp o rts  can be stopped by a P res iden tia l o rde r.

9 5 %  o f  A l a s k a ’ s  A r c t i c  c o a s t a l  l a n d s  a r e  o p e n  t o  o i l  a n d  g a s

O n ly  1 4%  o f  the A rc tic  coast a re  open to deve lopm en t. These  lands are ow ned  by the 
sta le o f  A la s k a  between the C o lv i l le  and Cann ing  R ive rs , I f  A N W R 's  C oas ta l P la in  w ere 
opened to e x p lo ra t io n  the to ta l w ou ld  rise to 2 5% .

A N W R  C oas ta l P la in  J 1%
State lands -  P ru dhoe  B ay  14%

closed

open
c losedA N W R  W ild e rn e s s  

N P R A
W este rn  N o rth  S lo p e

5%
52%
18%

lin y  coasta l area is open f o r  d eve lopm en t 
c losed , no o il
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API Basic Petroleum Data Book

V

M otor G aso line  Consum ption in the United S!ates{a) 
(Thousands of Gallons)

S ection  vn
T able  7

Krr.iu:ky 
Loulitano 
Ifalnr 
K*ryl*r.i 
lliiMChosetl* 
Uchgin 
Urntsofa 
LUamlpp

ten*
Ouf- 
jrt'ntnl Vt*5ir. d Y/jih ifijtor 
'JtotViigiv* Wucanvii Wyaminp TOTAL

an* 1 S»G?<b/ 1063 1904 1065 10C6
Jhioima 1.0=/,091 I .1O6 6i»fe 1 '73.631 T s n r i o  ‘ 1.2W.3/5”
A'uii 49.644 51 57 7 56075 63 790 54.470
Ariiom S50.5G2 «JC 72G 617,131 G34.77? G77 1.14
4/kintu 055.031 C06.9/V T?‘z 755 760.2C2 793.413
Calilomu 6 • 74.3*7 3,525 421 £914 444 r.ieo.7ci 1.534..4K9
Gcloi»4o *34. i&: *57.265 798 491 BIG. 177 849421
Cwtnedii-Jl M2,552 8^9.170 922 774 9E2 320 1 COS 351
Da 95.355 2Uj. 954 206 £95 216.135 224 354
Oat c'Col 7 1 0 ’ 32 231.356 21? 79? 220.366 224711
Furda 1 915.934 ? .0X 2 i? ? .?B 713 2.249.5B1 ? 305 2 i i
Geotjia 1 464.6 74 *.456.67' 15G3 737 1 655 099 1 744 90?
Hiwvl ■ 51,19/ 152.457 *GD 106 169 341 •77 491
Idaho 294.026 237.597 3U8 333 321.C15 329 B95
8:nc* :* 277.932 1302.O4G 3.50D??? 1630.66? i  BI9 191
Iduna 1 640.051 VB30.033 1 95C51* J037 7I5 2 125426
IMI 1 70B.35G “ ,243.196 1264 29-1 1 29S 59£ 1 372 525
Ki.'.m i 1 CC3 G3C ‘ .OVi.657 1.Q02 <16 1.075 W9 1 090.771

977.6 H 
DIG 745 
» 7  4v61 «nn ft m

2 797 557 
I 3/7 4 57

TOT B?2

>14 923 
39.741 I 33? 6?v 

I 040 2 K  
-94 752 

I 391 
06

62 Mr 37?

9S4.3IB 
\U17.ttlft 
35051) 

‘ .0*7.740 
‘  ,513.61* 

nb 
*.416.974
na.w

Ubiour 1 722 513 *.»/3.359
Mfjr.lina 209 6=9 339.6.19
>wtli*k* 6 J3« 5 655.132
Kttidi 04 627 735.330
Hfw HATtpihir* 212 076 221.JJC
firm Jtmay 5 345 520 2 140 530
Np** Moxico *1)7 899 426 096
U&t Vc»k 4 SGtt.SCft Osia.GCG
hariT Caioti I* 1 5G5 vjy * 645.045

ran 3ic
1.013 !i>*1 
>30 63G 

1.090 212 
1 592 022 
30111362 
1,451 W4 

» Vifi 
1.B3H.WH 
313 450 
G’ G.&T.G 
210.M9 
233.399 

2.727.916 
i4!.WG

1. *45.340

I 09? S')3 
I 154 38J 
JR? 716

1 142 310 
J 651 54/
3 162 COG 
' 495 423

1*4 937 
F9j /4 3 377
CTO 016 
733.732 
744 495.

2 377 f.50 
453 990

4 M9.2S9 
t (69.0S0

Ciko'a 52. ?£ 1 331.751 312.623 SV.4W
OMC i 305 6:v) 3359.272 3.523.030 3 C57 4W
CWltlO.T* 509 956 * G*V».4?u *.049.071 1.1)7#. UW
0»fQcn 721 64if *40.51U »yj 437 625 3M
Pfinrf-iviru :• 3o;i.i/6 >369.2*0 3 4S7.R7G T.6stl 164
flhtce ftlan-J 251 973 363.575 7r.6.?4* 2?4.264
Scj'? Ca ol na r?36 '2 CDS. 15*3 (I.Vi 698 535
Sojih C'lkr.f 360.744 374.5C4 37? 471 370 P6r?
T«nr»*f»w 1 s o i v e • ?4£ 949 * 324 469 I.J7C./42

t ltil \2n 
259 363 
144.851 
246 5/3 

• €49 24h507.7 *.5
43" 29)
iv : 705•-4 >?*

4 625 /•»? 
IP? *93 
1S9 593

1.479 e/e
1 142 CO?
54C 24C 

I S4 * W4 
19.’ 6V.1 

! 337 ?f.

1 226.332 354 052 
1.220 *6P 
1 ?17.06/ 
>.042 447 
1.672.039 
1847.672 

• .963.430 H 34.344 
71&.45G 
247 074 
762.352 

2.391.4G7QJ5 
*. 732 6* 8". 
‘ .91? 4*6
Yx-TCT 

3fi3C-:41 
: js 9 : 
872 858

3 595 541 
281 665
5C4 ?3r
38& 384 U-J.bM

4 M3.4/7 
i :2  191 
ICO.&lt

1.644.631 
1.22?.6« 
669 ?3‘,

I 0:5.9H2 
2C1.111 

n ,f.M n?;-

63.157 
695.160 
822 045 

7 775 952 
KOI 60B 

1035 16- 
227 476 2?f BP*- 2.51SP67 

1.040 233 
ia*. WB 
313 979 

3,879. *85 
5.159 585 
I.422.M1 
1.120.313
1.2/9.173
4:a.ogi

12/7.344 
1.756 2*9 
•itS ./M
1 610.761 
S66 313

: 3>5 02{T 
347 703 733.607 
247 233
775 9952 447 834 
474 863

4 865 405 ?cif.:osr
yftiw

3.904 325 
1.171 121 
£00.083 

3.649.653 
291.723 
WB.231 
391.190 

•Wbf./C
T57X55T 

4U.7C-2 
150.7B1 

*.659.174 
•.3U.146 
55U.4RO 

* 640 30? 
?:s ;?n

73 139 3?»»

71.905 
75? 141 
B7C-29S 

8.246 €69 
957 033 

1.103 26P 
237 703 
275 42? 

2.74b 5̂ 1/ 
1.99G 7C4 
230 326 
353 99P 

4.1E0 0/5 
2.311 357 
1458.129 
l.lB4.29b I 2BO.&96 
I 3W.716 
426.0C0 

1307.011 
I 873.028
?. 6J9 17.1
1 707.522 
5!|7,3 HI 
*47 273 
361 'JUI 
762 962 
?63 741 
303.730

?59 i9W  
497.05? 

* €27.1212 7?.010

06.603 
857.087 
919.093 

D 053.57:
10C3.840
1 155227 

753 085 
225 C07

2 904 ia-.
? 161,769

213.780 
375479 

4 312 216 
2410 523
1 £99 697
1 >1D 694
n^rnr
1 420 327 
442 5f1? 

1466 194 
1 954 415
.9 839 650 
1.736 0541 000 175

"77?rr5rr3/1 950
709 783 
205 519 
322 299 

V 5/G 054 
M l 471 

f  454 249
2 26G £26

90.409
933.764
957.K I

9 050 694
I 109 27)
1 213,358 
266 956 
229 050

ttettot
7.295.632 
221.973 
4CO 7351 4C8.029

2.500.880
• £16 870
*.34 5 0*4• 4.19
• 402 761 
465 13.9 
569 285

?C7BS05
4 C12 C/2
• 3/3 177 
C45 335

2 0 7) <J42 
395.76? 
814.938 
3)4 .7 :? 
340 230

2 OX*.041 
558 157

5 KG 910
???6.3ao

92064 
938 011 

1021.048 
9̂ 3.091
1 18?.0!5 
1261.342
278.240 
232.9M 

34̂ 217 
2466 1 Go 
24 3.1 GO 
4? 1.403 

4 536.705
2 SW) 540 
I £5949? 
1.239 51G

T7T775T
I £38 410
469 231 

104 565
3 144 jo I
4 266 05?
I 569 70S 
I *03 053

TT/oTaT*
425 159 
857 453 
333 005 
>59B44 

29U 276 
€03 704

5 ftVI 05.1 
2497 623

35? 5M 3*4 952 3?0>i4 :e>w /
4 160 3?) 4 3.13 M5 4 574 o u 6?”
1.2J5 15? 1 330 G.lfl 1 377.G3R • 436 B14
W3 RO'J !Hh 133 1 US6 73/ • Vo *16

4 030 022 4 -.70 251 : >17.«7 M&o W7
>39 46? 3W424 377 754 35? ' 11

1 0>4 72i 1 .3b 7:9 : 2D9.61G 3-5 582
436 224 41U630 420.059 439 796

’ .039 2J2 1.721 Oil T ’ 50.2)5 -.i#27 133
5DD6J27 5 670 761 3 0U4 592

450 W7 47P350 5' 1 559 *44 525
13l)?1?i 159 412 7I3.75G 27* 5 JC

1 633 EC! 1 730 1:9 1 9COG23 2326 516
• .434 ,'U4 1 47? >36 l 514 060 : 5:7-351
630 657 414 631 5)3 717015

* 754 CO 1 two 47C l 910.575 2013 424
271 EOT ?3:» 411 746 CG 7 ?5t 801

; j •?? r?.r cs 4ii;o!U E14C5 265

o»V/ z^’Jseurcits nt a*t* o? ''*j:Vcn C-f.nf.ici A r-tf .* 3)?. r * t  V>2'



© API Basic Pdroieum Data 0oc* M otor G aso lin e  Consum ption in the United States(a) Seciion vii
(T h o u s a n d s  o f  G a l lo n s ) Table 7

Slate 1172

Vi)©
bN

b
N
b©
©

nsssisAl»flka
A iln ri
ll l l l lH J ICaVfoml* 
Colorado 
ConrweHeui 
OvtMUJf 
Diat. cA Col.
"Florid a
GeorgiaHawaiiIdahollrnoicIndianaIowaKanaa*

I ?541.36 f 
n i.59i 

I 09* 225 1 11*41?9 995 752 1.295 51G 1,309.291 299.932 2*2.427

1074
"TfuTTTTT

1P75 -.614 yii'T 1176 
—.7ZWT

1077

1.89&.4 0J " 2.679.515 252.963 451 315 4.636 M3 2.740. AM 1.653.457 1.42B.3M

123 095 
I 20112?
I .1M °93 10.337.287 1,356.479 
«.324.065 
305.316 
249.026

“TTTTTuF"

163 070 1.117 782 1.152.195 9.097.993 1.35 1.967 I'J?7.309 29G.4B9 24" 45?
" T S n S T

m ?20 • 19« 099 .165 6-19 10.146 056 1.319,754 1.351.653 303.545 743.2V5 4 >15 6 32

2f4 140
1,250 9|T 1750 990 

* 0.694.270 I 442.502 I *73,196 )*. 6.973 229.0314 5T03T

2Wb.li/5i"2*1.0%
1375.630 
I2M.3I5 11242 201 I 50* 396 1417 076 314.070 225.4341 £.668.6 > r

2.B30.566 2*32.687 406.121 5.04B.X7 2.M6.465 1.797.605 1.377 262i S5TR55 “

2.719 639 27? 649 457.785 5.024.761 2.719,043 *.647.054 1 323 122 1.6/E

2 773 204 289 772 482.152 5.127.189 ?. 762.072 1.C55.3B3 1.376.773
"r7̂ .wT

? 913*00 3)3.636 620.640 5.327.380 2801.4GG1 729.903 1.4G2 505 
l.lUPafS"" 1.9)GK5‘•67.427 
11*52.716
2 3V0.7D8 4 1165,908 2 m.OOG 1 254.445 5*0112102

>002.467 
320.801 
531.22S 

51423 ?4*. 
2911 750 
l  753 576 1.433.1-6w m r
2.07G.10G 

675.775 
2.077 8/W 
?43C€31 
4 960 597 
* 229 *29 1 122.855
iB/U.V44

19762 1M I •''* 209.1*6• 405 57b .33C MW * I ’ 64 5G? 1.501 71? 1,432.656 313.??? 271.0*1 io&.f'.T
3 114 G?8 3 >2 51? 5G* 7085 565 912 3 017.500 1.700.537 '.501.052*.'141..10/
2157 9*9 
505 019 7CWS6 17? 2 4G5 ?15 5 310 304 

2122P12 1.132417

1 972
7TZTTZT
? •.9 47? -.417 53:* 269 751 

!* 5It 920 *. 564.62•1 372.657 386.489 214.702
**9̂ .642 3.022.565 332 m  S3® 742 6 186. %.S* ? 097.630 1 718.515 
I 4>3 3'*2
1 AM OW 2.160 32?641 fC4
• 950 167 241’ 590 4 756.6972 221.62?* 792.2*35

i one
» <i&r C4«.701 *7*’ 12® 722• I 76 ®00 13 502 350i.503 236 1.377.532 293 B51 171.451 
*.*i*<J.6W 2.874.923 354 52S 43e 231 4.810 730 2686.U6 '.551.192 .3*0.509• */>£.Vr?" 
?CO* 22E£17 014• f*l 1 Tf.O 
2391 0*54 274 036 2 0»5 270
1 ’.94 6452 bO? Mi

Uf.’
1 4a'*}:*.>
2*2 501 1 Mi. 4 >5* •*- &v»

13B42 66?* 506.4 W 
'.295 014291 Ml 17* 0*2
4 at? 05? 
2 9:9 354 34? 9J8 
4?i :a 4 £93 011 

r 616.7 -3 14?< 57? 
1 PEE. 619
T29T5T 2 ’CO 35740? 743
619.023 2 749 S£€ 

t CM 36*• ,5fU 56?• ll# 3V

Olu
3
O
fl.

ho
q;<r

z
Q.
10
(N•1
vi)©
©©
I
cj
N

KeMtrfcy 
Lou/tana 
MarnaWvryta-id 
M—at;buiett» NhrhiganMSnnttoM
M'nalaalrpiTOHoniaraNfbmli
Nevada
Nra Hampahlra 
New Jrravy 
New Naalco 
Nrw York 
North Carolina
Horth Datott 
Ohte 
Oklahoma O'egon 
Pmne/ivanla 
Flltcrfe Wland 
SouthCaiolina 
South Dakota T tvinmsr*
Tniaa-
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
Yfaahhgton
VTedl Virginiatlraeoraln
Wyonlng
IOIAL

I.G?5.fii«1885.118 S'.;.0G51 775 294 2275 122 
4 53? IB72 05* PI?1 202 673 "T5TW4 27.H4 6 853 953 

3E5.95I 390.5W 3.170 170 
MG 833 6026 7952 711 709
J5T&T

4 WD.IUfc 1 616 I>9.?1 191711 
4.760.8** 431 3U1 399 ?1? JM 4992 103 5756 969 155 

594 73* 
742 597 

? ID4.G86 
1817.646
?M.e?;

2.U6.83(i 2 79/19‘J 
•CO 0M 575

1 744 77D 
533.231

1.840.506
2 34? 441 
4.748.365 2.1*7.560 
1 231 423
r?msr

A ll 456 
502 946
139 77G 
401.937 

3 245.118 
686.011 

€.258.799 
2.8 *.3.177

" ' IH73T

1756.343 
620.0S1 

1,789.440 
2.296.92! 
4.565.112 
2.0M 085 
I 195 37*

• boo o n
53GD16 

i 890 724 
2.313.488 
4.G10.247 
2.069.511 
1.192.595

416 C16 
968 296 
192 610 
390.359 

3.174.696 
663.5*2 

5.997659 
?.8?0 765

5 194 284 
I 59? :wi 
1 239G89 
4 BIG 463 

407.135 
1.456 738 
474.646 ? 266 061 

? 3‘0 ili

411 37-.* 
5C06 CO? 
1 675.497 1.187.071 
4B13.8’ 6 371.740 1.4‘6.65845*1 4 J t
v. 10171 yi

it&Tsr
46! 111 
Sflt- 54 B 
409496 
401.243

j  282.6? 1
7CB455 

6.063.470 
? 8C4 6G1 

43J 2!#i

616 7H 
215 €67 

f  474 *S* 
1 716*14 

778.131 
??10.9?7 

213 671 
131.S79 479

7 093 261 
G1G419 
735 125 

2 441.443 
1.050.8*4 

766439 
2.145 541 

29  ̂460 
101 855 *47

5C95 243 
' 743 *96 
• 274 276 
4 596 630 

335.53? 
I.W6.21?
S11.0C5

2.115*877

493 245 
939 B/C- 
434 011 
d?6 Wn 

3 432.353 
7GO.OB5 

6 261.127 
3312.̂ 61 

.15r.7?P6 ?.»3 5E>0 
1.832 25* 
1 310 963 S.iXif. I(7<>
35*1.526 

I 590.6:? 
174.162

7 479.795

511.714 
939.62* 
464 012 
441 560 

3.448 SO?
rn -J6H 

G 70? 584 
3 173 577 

452.1 •* I

2.946.5? 1 MI.446 
950.679 
&:g ?::5
456 .'1st 

1.524.059 
021.223 

h 266.240 
7 259 10?a»;.' ?14 ?

? fsnw
499..YI7 
5C7.X*:- 
5C0.P1C 
4*3 556 

.1 >57.400 
793.452 

5 671.9?0 
3 .129.1 M
43To?r“

-.535.34? 
*•15 942 
240 273 

2 511.735 
I 74* 6Z5 
B13.024 

2,197.331 
319.047 

KM.6VS 6*0

t 57777) 
m: 027
756 r.rt4

1fo741\ 1 853 711 072. KK9 
? ?v) 0B6 >13 729 VV'ir.lOlS

S.44S9>3
1,091.335 
1.3BA.BU* 
5.119 261 

405.832 
1.636 135 
469813 

? 504 604 
e 4 sit

714 146
2*0 155 

2 752.4C4 
1.954.975 
9L0 930 

P.355 46? 
361 293 

i n  102 t-3P

! 510 »52 
1 984 4 58 
1 441 6*6
5219101 
4I?404 

1 7?4 61?
4? 7 196 P.654.239TTSTT̂ T•61 96B
?G9 2CU

? SGI 3?7 
2 162 id*909? 4(6 414346 641

• .L./HO i *

5 355 5M 
1.897 821 
I IBS 147 
£ C41 603 

397 223 
IG57H31 
45B£49 

I  526 ?3*
"TTiTT̂ T

7*0.525 
252.434 

2.7*9.751 
1.956.091 
863.849 

?.352 163 
381 S?1 

112 5/e 29?

459 950 
81G42G 
£00 ?8G 
41* 214 

3 260 592 
74 f. F.V! 

5 672 SI& 
2 932 274 

4'.:? }$!•
4.952 574 
1.645.259 
1.310 617 
4 »j0.3?8 

391.8(01 5M.7R7 
473 5172 4*7 939 

H U#i.4̂ l
714.392 
73" 54? 

2 593 191 
. ?8? 51* 
R45 217 

* * "7 *67
m ??:ir.;:,.v.

TTTTsTT 
445*41 756 515 
5:e 535 
315.650

315c r&U2 4?/.
!- 5*4 ? 574.7CCtOt.ai*. 1 'ZS 659 
t 9?? 4 0  I 2 • I .CCI 1 47X 4?5 
>55 Sfi I 52?*% 41* 675 ? ISR.'ISG< ui t':2
t;? J>c
?3J - H

2 5’r s.’a
• F?29.-J t:2 
; ;t?
1?* '*“? 

•:* jc;

a
az S o n  z io fo i .n r t  sou /c o s  Al >vxl c l utction C5nUcl anr»0s ;'- <-07, 6o?d.:2.'



in©
API Basic Perlroleum Data Book M o t o r  G a s o l i n e  C o n s u m p t i o n  in  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ( a )  

( T h o u s a n d s  o f  G a l l o n s )
Section VII
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Exports

Since lifting the export ban of ANS oil in May of 1996, Alaskan exports have averaged 
64,000 barrels per day or 5.5% of Alaska’s production.

In 1999, Alaskan exports averaged 79,000 barrels per day, or 7.9% of Alaska’s 
production.

ANS supplies the West Coast of the U.S. with 46% of the crude oil needs.

Over 90% of ANS oil is delivered to the Puget Sound, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and 
Hawaii.

In 1999, 118,000 barrels a day of crude oil were exported from Alaska and other West 
Coast states, and while over 729, 000 barrels a day of refined product were also exported. 
Including the export of 111,000 barrels a day of finished motor gasoline.

ANS exports can be stopped by a Presidential order.

95%  o f A laska’s Arctic coastal lands are open to oil and gas 
exploration
Only 14% of the Arctic coast are open to development. These lands are owned by the 
state of Alaska between the Colville and Canning Rivers. If ANWR’s Coastal Plain were 
opened to exploration the total would rise to 25%.

ANWR Coastal Plain 11%
State lands -  Prudhoe Bay 14% 
ANWR Wilderness 5%
NPRA 52%
Western North Slope 18%

closed
open
closed
tiny coastal area is open for development 
closed, no oil



ANWR Feifturc - Clinton may use Antiquities Act to ban use of public lands 
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P re d ic ta b le  C ris is

Anchorage Voice of the Times Editorial

"EXPERIENCES OF a quarter of a century ago apparently are long 
forgotten by many Americans. Folks today seem genuinely 
surprised and angry that the price of gasoline and fuel oil has risen
in recent weeks as foreign ci! suppliers cut back production.

What did they expect?

News reports say heating oil in some areas on the East Coast is 
selling for $1.75 a gallon. That's up almost $1 from a year ago. 
Gasoline is going for $1.40 and is projected to hit $1.70 before 
long.

The Clinton White House is aflutter. What to do? What to do?

The president last week asked Congress for an emergency 
appropriation so he can give poor people extra money to buy the 
more expensive fuel. The secretary of Energy is heading to Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Mexico and Venezuela to beg for increased oil 
production. Some administration officials are talking about selling 
off the federal stockpiled oil reserves....

It's appropriate that the administration is feeling some heat right 
now. After all, its policies are to blame for the situation.

Actually, the current price hikes are pretty mild compared to what 
the country faced during the Arab oil embargo of the mid-1970s. 
Then, motorists were fortunate just to find an open gas station - 
selling gasoline at any price.

Not coincidentally, the energy crisis of the '70s abated about the 
lime the trans-Alaska pipeline came on line and began providing 
about one-fifth of the nation's domestic supply.

Oil and gas supplies remained stable for a number of years. But 
over this past decade, as oil flow through the pipeline has fallen

http://www.anwr.org/features/predictable.btxn
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back by half and the nation increased its reliance on foreign 
imports, the situation changed.

Bill Clinton and A1 Gore have had a direct hand in obstructing 
domestic energy supply - including projects in Alaska. Their 
policies have included:

* Strong opposition to opening the coastal plain of ANWR.

* Placing off-limits to exploration the coastal region of the 
National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska.

* Opposition to offshore oil drilling.

* Dismantling hydroelectric dams in the Lower 48.

* Strong opposition to nuclear power generation.

* Closing off public lands in the West with vast reserves of coal.

* Blocking natural gas development in the Rocky Mountains.

Whatever extreme environmentalists have demanded, Clinton and 
Gore delivered. So, of course, the price of oil is now going up.

Five years ago, Congress approved legislation to open ANWR to 
oil exploration, but the president vetoed it. Had he not done so, 
Alaska's pipeline might still be delivering 2 million barrels a day, 
like it was at its peak 10 years ago - and the nation would not have 
to be begging foreign countries to give us more.

2 o f  2 3/17/2000 11:39 AM
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SJR 39 ~  O pening the Arctic National W ildlife Refuge to 
Oil Exploration and Drilling

T O : H ouse R esou rce  C om m ittee
DA TE : A p ril 3 ,2 0 0 0

A la ska  C on se rva tion  A llia n c e  and A la sk a  C on se rva tion  Voters are s iste r n on p ro fit  o rgan iza tions dedicated 
to  protecting A la s k a ’ s en v ironm en t th rough pub lic  education and advocacy . O u r 4 0  m em ber organ izations 
and businesses represent o v e r 2 1 ,0 0 0  reg istered A la skan  vo te rs . L ik e  a l l A m ericans, o u r members 
en joyed  low  fue l p rices abou t a y e a r ago and now  are fe e lin g  the pinch o f  an increase in those prices. W e 
d o  not. how ever, b e lieve  that open ing  the A rc tic  N a tion a l W ild li fe  R e fu g e  to o i l exp lo ra tion  and d rillin g  is 
the answ er to the cu rren t s ituation .

•  C S  fo r  S JR  3 9 (R E S )  states (p . 2 , 1. 2 8 )  that the vast m a jo rity  o f  A la skan s supports deve lopm ent in the 
coasta l p la in  o f  the R e fu g e . T h is  asse rtion  is a p ro fou nd  oversta tem ent. A C A  com m issioned a 
statew ide pub lic  op in ion  su rv ey  that was conducted by Ivan M o o re  R esearch  and com p leted in 
Feb ruary , 2 0 0 0 . O n ly  5 0 .7  %  o f  the 5 0 0  A laskan s p o lle d  supported d r i l l in g  in the R e fuge ; 4 1 .7%  
favo red  p ro tecting  ca rib ou  and b ird  habitat and 7 .6 %  w ere neu tra l on  the issue. F ifty -on e  percent is 
h a rd ly  a “ vast m a jo rity .”  R esu lts  from  a su rvey  question  asking  w hether o r  not the respondent 
fa vo red  state fund ing  o f  the industry  lobb y  g roup  A rc tic  P ow e r ’s e f fo r t  to open the R e fuge revealed 
that o n ly  4 1 .6 %  favo red  state fund ing , w h ile  4 6 .6 %  d id  not support th is use o f  state funds and 11 .8%  
indicated they d id n ’ t know .

•  9 5 %  o f  A la s k a ’ s N o rth  S lo p e  is a v a ila b le  to o i l and gas exp lo ra tion  and leasing . The coasta l plain o f  
the R e fu g e  that m any A la skan s  w ish to  see p rotected represents ju s t  5 %  o f  the N o rth  S lop e . W hat is 
fa ir  abou t B ig  O i l interests push ing  to grab up the last 5 %  when they a lre ad y  have access to  9 5% ?

•  W h ile  the N a tiv e  residen ts o f  K a k to v ik , w hose subsistence ac tiv ities  a re  centered around marine 
m am m als ra the r than c a rib ou , m ay  support open ing  the R e fuge , the G w ic h ’ in peop le  o f  A la ska  and 
C anada con s id e r the coasta l p la in  as sacred g round . F o r  an estim ated 2 0 ,0 0 0  years , the ir trad itiona l 
subsistence li fe s ty le  has depended h eav ily  upon the ca ribou  o f  the Po rcu p in e  herd that use the coastal 
p la in  as the ir b irth ing  g rounds. P ro tec tion  o f  th is herd , the coasta l p la in  and the G w ich ’ in cu ltu re 
c le a r ly  m akes the open ing  o f  the R e fu g e  a human righ ts issue.

•  O pen ing  the R e fu g e  is no t a qu ic x to  o u r h igh -p riced  gaso line . E ven  i f  exp lo ra tion  started tom or­
row , it w ou ld  be yea rs  b e fo re  an y  o il c ou ld  be b rough t on  line . W ha t enab led  us to m ake it through the 
fu e l “ c ris is ”  o f  1 ° 7 3 was no t gove rnm en t in te rven tion  o r  B ig  O i l ’s e ffo r ts  -  it was citizens o f  the U .S . 
w ho chose to  con se rve  fu e l and use m ore  fu e l-e ff ic ie n t veh ic les . E ne rg y  conservation  can start today 
and o i l expo rtin g  can stop today . The re  a re  c le a r ly  o the r a lte rna tives to  addressing the high fue l prices 
besides invad ing  the last 5 %  o f  A la s k a ’ s N o rth  S lop e .

Susan E. Schrader, C o n se rv a tio n  A dvoca te

C o n s e r v e  A l a s k a .  I t ’ s O n l y  N a t u r a l .

mailto:unite@akvoice.org


To: National Desk/Environmental Reporter 
March 17,2000

F Y I . . .  An Editorial From The Washington Times

March 17, 2000

Wildlife and oil prices

What's wrong with this picture? U.S. consumers are facing some of the biggest gas-price hikes in 
decades, increases that don't stop at the pump but ripple through the economy in the form of 
higher charges for food and other consumer goods. Meanwhile, the U.S. government is literally 
standing on the equivalent o f billions o f barrels of so-far untapped oil in Alaska that could provide 
them a measure o f relief. Worse, if  the Clinton administration has its way, no one ever will tap it, 
either.

The ostensible reason for blocking oil exploration and development there is environmental. When 
the administration vetoed legislation in 1995 that would have allowed such work on a tiny portion 
of the Alaska National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt announced the 
administration had done so in the name of caribou, polar bears, swans, snow geese and musk 
oxen; any animal, in short, that might conceivably draw a breath in those barren climes and 
survive.

"Oil exploration and development has served as a kind o f animal V iagra. . .  there are more 
caribou in Alaska than humans."

The fact that the Eskimos who lived in the vicinity of the proposed work backed the exploration as 
a way of generating tax revenues to support basic sanitation, education and health needs; that 
workers in the lower 48 wanted it for the jobs it would create; that the United States could have 
used it to reduce dependence on foreign oil o f the kind that leaves consumers here so vulnerable to 
the Organization o f Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) mattered not. The animals came 
first.

Awkwardly for the admin stration, there is evidence that far from harming wildlife, oil 
exploration and development has served as a kind o f animal Viagra. When oil development began 
on the Arctic coast of Alaska at Prudhoe Bay, a herd of caribou located in the area numbered 
about 6,000. Today the herd in that area has grown to almost 20,000, and there are more 
caribou in Alaska than humans.

"Alaska is already one giant Motel 6 for wildlife. It contains 58 nihik»:; a c r e s iksignated as 
federal wilderness."

Furthermore the technology at the heart of the exploration has, like the personal computer, 
progressed so that it can do much more with much less. Says Alaska Sen. Frank Murkowski, the 
"entire development may only disrupt 2,000 acres of the [refuge's] coastal plain - a reduction from 
the 12,500 acres predicted to be impacted in the early 1980s. That is a 'footprint' so small - a little 
over 3 square miles in a region two and one-half times the size of the state of Rhode Island - as to
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SJR 39 ~ O pening the Arctic N ational W ildlife Refuge to 
Oil Exploration and Drilling

T O : H ou s e  R e s o u rc e  C om m itte e
D A T E : A p r i l 3 , 2 0 0 0

A la s k a  C o n s e rv a t io n  A ll ia n c e  and  A la s k a  C o n s e rv a t io n  V o te rs  a re  s is te r  n o n p ro f i t  o rg a n iz a t io n s  d ed ic a te d  
to  p ro te c t in g  A la s k a ’ s e n v iro n m e n t th rou g h  p u b lic  e d u c a t io n  and  a d v o c a c y . O u r  4 0  m em b e r o rg a n iz a t io n s  
and  b u s in e sse s  re p re s e n t o v e r  2 1 ,0 0 0  reg is te red  A la s k a n  v o te rs . L ik e  a l l  A m e r ic a n s , o u r  m em b e rs  
e n jo y e d  lo w  fu e l p r ic e s  a b o u ‘  a y e a r  a g o  and n ow  a re  fe e lin g  the  p in ch  o f  an in c re a se  in th o se  p r ic e s . W e  
d o  n o t , h ow e v e r , b e lie v e  that o p e n n . j  the A rc t ic  N a t io n a l W i ld l i f e  R e fu g e  to  o i l  e x p lo ra t io n  and  d r i l l in g  is 
the a n sw e r to  th e  c u rre n t s itu a t io n .

« C S  f o r  S J R  3 9 (R E S )  s ta tes (p . 2 , 1. 2 8 )  that the va s t m a jo r i t y  o f  A la s k a n s  su p p o rts  d e v e lo p m e n t in the
c o a s ta l p la in  o f  the R e fu g e . T h is  a sse rt io n  is a  p ro fo u n d  o v e rs ta tem en t . A C A  c om m is s io n e d  a 
s ta tew id e  p u b lic  o p in io n  s u rv e y  tha t w as c on d u c ted  b y  Iv a n  M o o re  R e se a rc h  and  c om p le te d  in 
F e b ru a ry , 2 0 0 0 .  O n ly  5 0 .7  %  o f  th e  5 0 0  A la sk a n s  p o l le d  su p p o rte d  d r i l l in g  in the R e fu g e ; 4 1 . 7 %  
fa v o re d  p ro te c t in g  c a r ib o u  and  b ird  hab ita t and 7 .6 %  w e re  n e u tra l o n  the  issue . F i f t y -o n e  p e rc en t is 
h a rd ly  a  “ v a s t  m a jo r i ty .”  R e s u lt s  f ro m  a s u rv e y  q u e s t io n  a s k in g  w h e th e r o r  n o t the re sp on d en t 
fa v o re d  s ta te  fu n d in g  o f  the in d u s try  lo b b y  g ro u p  A rc t ic  P o w e r ’ s e f fo r t  to  op en  the R e fu g e  re v e a le d  
th a t o n ly  4 1 . 6 %  fa v o re d  s ta te  fu n d in g , w h i le  4 6 .6 %  d id  n o t s u p p o r t  th is  u se  o f  state  fu n d s  and  1 1 .8 %  
in d ic a te d  th e y  d id n ’ t kn ow .

•  9 5 %  o f  A la s k a ’ s N o r th  S lo p e  is a v a i la b le  to  o i l and g a s  e x p lo ra t io n  and  le a s in g . T h e  c o a s ta l p la in  o f  
th e  R e fu g e  th a t m an y  A la s k a n s  w ish  to  see p ro te c ted  re p re s e n ts  ju s t  5 %  o f  the N o r th  S lo p e . W h a t  is 
fa i r  a b o u t B ig  O i l in te re s ts  p u sh in g  to  g rab  up  the la s t 5 %  w hen  th e y  a lre a d y  h a ve  a c c e s s  to  9 5 % ?

•  W h i le  the  N a t iv e  re s id en ts  o f  K a k t o v ik , w h o se  su b s is te n c e  activities-ai;< j-cc^itered a ro u n d  m a rin e  
m am m a ls  ra th e r  th an  c a r ib o u , m ay  su p p o rt o p e n in g  the  R e fu g e , th e (G w ic h Mn) p e o p le  o f  A la s k a  and  
C a n a d a  c o n s id e r  th e  c o a s ta l p la in  as sac red  g ro u n d . F o r  an  e s t im a te d  2 0 ,0 0 0  y e a rs , th e ir  t ra d it io n a l 
s u b s is te n c e  l i fe s ty le  h a s  d ep en d ed  h e a v i ly  u p on  the  c a r ib o u  o f  th e  P o rc u p in e  h e rd  that u se  the c o a s ta l 
p la in  a s th e ir  b ir th in g  g ro u n d s . P ro te c t io n  o f  th is  h e rd , th e  c o a s ta l p la in  a n d  the G w ic h ’ in c u ltu re  
c le a r ly  m ak e s  the o p e n in g  o f  the R e fu g e  a hum an  r ig h ts  issue .

« O p e n in g  the  R e fu g e  is n o t a q u ic k  f i x  to  o u r  h ig h -p r ic e d  g a s o lin e . E v e n  i f  e x p lo ra t io n  s ta rted  t o m o r ­
row , it w o u ld  be y e a rs  b e fo re  a n y  o i l  c o u ld  be  b ro u g h t o n  lin e . W h a t  e n a b le d  us to  m ak e  it th ro u g h  the 
fu e l “ c r is is ”  o f  1 9 7 3  w as n o t  g o v e rnm en t in te rv en tio n  o r  B ig  O i l ’s e f f o r t s - i t  w a s  c it iz e n s  o f  th e  U .S . 
w h o  c h o s e  to  c o n s e rv e  fu e l a nd  u se  m o re  fu e l- e f f ic ie n t  v e h ic le s . E n e rg y  c o n se rv a t io n  can  s ta rt to d a y  
and  o i l  e x p o r t in g  can  s top  tod ay . T h e re  a re  c le a r ly  o th e r  a lte rn a t iv e s  to  a d d re s s in g  the h ig h  fu e l p r ic e s  
b e s id e s  in v a d in g  the la s t 5 %  o f  A la s k a ’ s N o r th  S lo p e .

Susan E. Schrader, Conservation Advocate
C o n s e r v e  A l a s k a .  I t ’ s O n l y  N a t u r a l .

mailto:unite@akvoice.org


likely have no impact on wildlife." Moreover, Alaska is already one giant Motel 6 for wildlife. It 
contains 58 million acres of land designated as federal wilderness. That's bigger than the 
combined area of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, West Virginia and Maryland.

Ironically, by blocking oil exploration in Alaska, the administration may actually pose a greater 
risk to this country's environment. If America can't get oil out of the ground there, it will be 
that much more reliant on oil tankers whose occasional spills can take a grim toll on wildlife.

Mr. Murkowski, fellow Alaskan Sen. Ted Stevens and 31 other senators, including three 
Democrats, have co-sponsored legislation that would open a sliver o f the plain to development 
under strict guidelines. Among other things it would place seasonal limits on oil development to 
reduce its impact on wildlife, particularly during the caribou calving period.

So it's possible to protect both wildlife and U.S. consumers by allowing oil development to proceed 
in Alaska. If the administration still turns down the proposal, the only protection it will guarantee 
is OPEC's.

(The Washington Times, March 17, 2000)


