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Senator Robin L. Taylor

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

SJR20
Relating to removal of beaver from Washington, D.C.

The North American beaver inhabited the District of Columbia for eons before the first 
humans occupied the area. The beaver became extinct in the District of Columbia when 
development and the Capitals urban sprawl killed them off. Two years ago, one brave 
pioneering young beaver floated down the Potomac River and is now attempting to 
establish a colony of beavers, without government subsidy, in an area know as the Tidal 
Basin. We have decided to give this little critter a name... we are calling him Bucky.

Although Bucky is oblivious of the fact, he qualifies for special protection, under the 
Endangered Species Act and the land he is using is habitat critical to his survival. 
Unfortunately the Clinton/Gore Administration is protecting cherry trees instead of 
Bucky Beaver. Their Park Service employees are harassing poor Bucky by stealing his 
food and trying to trap him in a cage.

These Federal agencies are required by Federal law to stop all human activities and 
development projects in that critical habitat area. In fact, this beaver may very well be the 
latest evolutionary example of beaver adaptation, a unique sub species that has evolved 
and learned to survive in the polution and corruption that exists in Washington D.C. at 
almost toxic levels.

Less than 150 years ago, free roaming wild North American beaver lived and raised their 
young in the Tidal Basin and throughout the District. Government killed them off and 
now they are going to trap, tranquilize, tag, and transport this beaver out of town.

I say NO -  let little Bucky Beaver alone. Enforce your Federal laws and protect him as 
zealously as you protect Kangaroo Rats and spotted owls. The trees eaten by the beaver 
were alien species not native to the area, planted for their decorative value.

The beaver lived there first. He is native to the area and his historic use predates mans. If 
the environmentalists are correct ....man is the trespasser, not Bucky Beaver.

D is t r ic t  A :
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L y r i c s  l i y  S e n a t o r  R o b i n  T a y l o r  

A l a s k a  S l a t e  S e n a t e  

T o  b e  s t i n g  t o  t h e  t im e  o f  D a v y  C r o c k e t t

B U C K Y  B E A V E R

Bucky Bucky B eaver 
Lets fight to keep him  free.

A Potom ac flood left him  a fac in ’
Life alone in the T idal Basin,

He survived right well with the squirrels and the bees 
And chew ed up a couple o f Cherry Trees. 

Bucky Bucky B eaver 
L et’s fight to keep him  free.

The Park police now steal his food 
Try to trap him and treat him  rude,

H e’s a unique species and proud o f  that 
A liv in’ on some critical habitat.

Bucky Bucky B eaver 
L et’s fight to keep him  free.

Critters like Bucky som etim es don’t fit 
The parky plans o f the hypocrits.

But he needs our help so one and all 
Give A1 Gore a personal ca ll...te ll him  

Bucky Bucky Beaver..let’s fight to keep him free.
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Friday, April 9, 1999 The Washington Times - Politics Page

On our front page today: Beavers in Tidal Basin cause a gnawing problem
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D o n ’ t  b o t h e r  

t r y i n g  t o  b i t e  

t h e  s y s t e m

For beavers in D.C., acting natural is a capital offense
F o r  t h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  w h i t e  

m a n  a r r i v e d  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  t o  b e g i n  b u i l d ­
i n g  c o l o n i e s ,  b e a v e r s  h a d  t h e i r  o w n  c o l o n i e s  
a l o n g  t h e  E a s t  C o a s t  a n d  i n t o  t h e  P o t o m a c  
R i v e r  d r a i n a g e .

B e f o r e  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  s i t e  
o f  t o d a y ’ s  n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l  a l o n g  t h e  P o t o m a c  
w a s  o n e  b i g  s w a m p .  T h a t  i s  t h e  n o w  p o l i t i c a l ­
l y  i n c o r r e c t  t e r m i n o l o g y  u s e d  t o  r e f e r  t o  w e t ­
l a n d s  i n  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  
F o u n d i n g  F a t h e r s .

A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  i g ­
n o r a n t  o f  t h e  e c o l o g i ­
c a l  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
m a r s h e s  i n  t h o s e  d a y s .
T h e y  s a w  t h e m  o n l y  a s  
b r e e d i n g  c o l o n i e s  f o r  
m o s q u i t o e s  a n d  w a t e r -  

' l o g g e d b a r r i e r s  t o  
p r o g r e s s .  ' ’ • :

T h u s  t h e  s w a m p  o f  
t h e  l o w e r  P o t o m a c  
w a s  f i l l e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  l a n d  o n  w h i c h  t o  b u i l d  
t h e  c i t y  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .

A s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o l o n i e s  f l o u r i s h e d  a n d  
b e c a m e  s t a t e s ,  t h e  E a s t  C o a s t  b e a v e r  c o l o n i e s  

. f a d e d .  T h e  c l o s e s t  t h i n g  t o  a  b e a v e r  i n  W a s h ­
i n g t o n ^  D . C . ,  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  w a s  a  r a t  —  t h e  
b e a v e r ’ s  u n p o p u l a r  r o d e n t  c o u s i n .

T h i s  s p r i n g ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  b e a v e r s  r e t u r n e d  
i n  w h a t  c a n  o n l y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  w o n d e r f u l  
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  r e s i l i e n c y  o f  n a t u r e .

Y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  t h o u g h t  t h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  c a u s e  f o r  c e l e b r a t i o n  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n ­
m e n t a l l y  c o n s c i o u s  c a p i t a l  o f  1 9 9 9 ,  b u t  y o u  
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  w r o n g .

T h e  r e t u r n i n g  b e a v e r s ,  y o u  s e e ,  d e c i d e d  t o  
d i n e  o n  i m p o r t e d  Y o s h i n o  c h e r r y  t r e e s  g u a r d ­
e d  b y  t h e  e v e r - v i g i l a n t  f o r c e s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
P a r k  S e r v i c e .

T h i s  i s  t h e  s a m e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  i t  
s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d ,  t h a t  h a s  l e d  e f f o r t s  t o  g e t  r i d  
o f  i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s  —  l i k e  i m p o r t e d  t r o u t  —  i n  
o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

A n d  t h i s  i s  t h e  s a m e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  
t h a t  i s  b i g  o n  s t a n d i n g  b a c k  t o  l e t  a lm o s t  a n y ­
t h i n g  h a p p e n  a m o n g  t h e  f l o r a  a n d  f a u n a  o f  
A l a s k a  w i t h  t h e  d i c t u m  t h a t  n a t u r e  s h o u l d  b e  
a l l o w e d  t o  t a k e  i t s  c o u r s e .

N a t u r e ’ s  c o u r s e  i n  t h e  T i d a l  B a s i n ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  w a s  t o  h a v e  t h e  b e a v e r s  g r o w  f a t  o n  

" i m p o r t e d  J a p a n e s e  c h e r r y  t r e e s .  T h e  t r e e s  
W o u l d  h a v e  d i e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  t h i s  w o u l d  
h a v e  l e t  i n  l i g h t  t o  n o u r i s h  w h a t e v e r  n a t i v e  
f l p r a  h a p p e n e d  t o  t a k e  r o o t .  A n d  s o o n ,  t o  
m a r k  , t h e  c y c l e  o f  l i f e ,  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  w o u l d  
b e  g r o w i n g  w h e r e  c h e r r y  t r e e s  o n c e  s t o o d .

T h e  v e g e t a t i o n  a  d e c a d e  f r o m  n o w  m i g h t

Please see Back Paae, MEDRED



M E D R E D :  B e a v e r s  g e t  s h o r t  e n d  o f  s t i c k
Continued from Page C-1

n o t  h a v e  l o o k e d  t h e  s a m e ,  b u t  
a t  l e a s t  i t  .w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  
n a t i v e  i n s t e a d  o f  i m p o r t e d .  .

S o  w h a t  i f  W a s h i n g t o n ,  
D . C . ,  m i g h t  h a v e  t o  c h a n g e  i t s  
a n n u a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
C h e r r y  B l o s s o m  F e s t i v a l  t o  
t h e  P u s r y  W i l l o w  F e s t i v a l .

B i g  n a i r y  d e a l ,  y o u  s a y .
W e l l ,  i t  w a s  a  b i g  h a i r y  d e a l  

t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  
a n d  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  m e d i a ,  
w h i c h  e m b r a c e d  t h e  P a r k  S e r ­
v i c e  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  k e e p  t h o s e  
c h e r r y  t r e e s  f r o m  n a t u r e .

W h e n  b e a r s  o r  w o l f  p a c k s  
d e c i d e  t o  r i p  m o o s e  l i m b  
f r o m  b l o o d y  l i m b  i n  A l a s k a ,  
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  d e m a n d - . 
i n g  w e  “ l e t  n a t u r e  t a k e  i t s  
c o u r s e . "  . . .  • ,'•••••

W h e n  b e a v e r s  d e c i d e  t o  
c h o m p  d o w n  .a  f e w . c h e r r y  
t r e e s ,  t h e s e  s a m e  p e o p l e  s t a r t  
s c r e a m i n g  f o r  a  t r a p p e r . —  
b u t  a  “ h u m a n e "  o n e  p l e a s e .

• "  P a i d  $ 1 , 5 0 0  b y  t h e  P a r k

S e r v i c e ,  t h e  h u m a n e  t r a p p e r  
o v e r  t h e  w e e k e n d  p u t  o u t  
“ s u i t c a s e - s h a p e d ,  w i r e  m e s h  
t r a p s  b a i t e d  w i t h  a  s l a b  o f  
f r e s h  w i l l o w  a n d  a  d a b  o f  
c a s t e r ,  a  s u b s t a n c e  s e c r e t e d ;  
b y  b e a v e r s  t o  m a r k  t h e i r  t e r ­
r i t o r y , "  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t  
r e p o r t e d .

T w o  b e a v e r s  w e r e  q u i c k l y  
a n d  h u m a n e l y  c a g e d  —  w h i c h  
c o u l d n ’ t  h a v e  b e e n  f u n  f o r .  
t h e  b e a v e r s ,  b u t  w a s  a  . b l a s t ,  
f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s  p r e s s .

“ A n o t h e r  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s  
c e l e b r i t y  b e a v e r s  w a s  t a k e n  
i n t o  f e d e r a l  c u s t o d y  y e s t e r -  • 
d a y ,  t h e n  r e s e t t l e d  i n  a n  
u n d i s c l o s e d  l o c a t i o n  w h e r e  
t h e  c r i t t e r  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  
c h e w  u p  n a t i o n a l  t r e a s u r e s , ”  
E r i c  L i p t o n  c u t e l y  r e p o r t e d  
i n  t h e  P o s t  o n  M o n d a y .

N a t i o n a l  t r e a s u r e s ?  W e r e  
t h e  b e a v e r s  t r y i n g  t o  g n a w  
d o w n  o n e  o f  t h e .  c o l u m n s  a t  
t h e  L i n c o l n  M e m o r i a l ?  I  
t h o u g h t  w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
s o m e  i m p o r t e d  t r e e s  h e r e .

A n y w a y ,  t h e  b e a v e r s  w e r e  
c a u g h t  a n d  h a u l e d  a w a y .

“ . . .  F e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s , "  L i p ­
t o n  n o t e d ,  “ a r e  k e e p i n g  t h e i r  
n e w  . h a b i t a t  a  s e c r e t .  T h e y  
a r e  a f r a i d  t h a t  t h e  f r e n z y  s u r ­

r o u n d i n g  t h e i r  d i s c o v e r y  w i l l  
f o l l o w  t h e m  t o  t h e i r  n e w  
h o m e ,  w h e r e  t h e  b e a v e r s  a r e  
n o w .  f r e e  t o  c h e w  a s  t h e y  
c h o o s e . ”

M o r e  l i k e l y  — . g i v e n  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f i n d i n g  g o o d ,  u n ­
o c c u p i e d  b e a v e r  h a b i t a t  i n  
m u c h  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h e s e  
d a y s  —  t h e y  a r e  a f r a i d  s o m e ­
o n e  m i g h t  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  
d u m p e d -  t h e  b e a v e r s  w h e r e  
t h e y  w i l l  s t a r v e ,  o r  w h e r e  
s o m e  b i g ,  b a d  r e s i d e n t  
b e a v e r s  w i l l  l e t  t h e m  k n o w  
w h o ’ s  b o s s ,

T h a t ’ s  h o w  n a t u r e  t a k e s  i t s  
c o u r s e  o u t  o f  s i g h t  o f  t h e  
W a s h i n g t o n  m e d i a .

□ Craig  Medred Is the D a lly  News 
o u td o o rs  ed ito r and an  op in ion  
co lum n ist.
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T o p i c s :  A b b r e v i a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  C o u n t i e s

Abbreviations, Oregon: OR (postal)

I Airports: 386 

Altitudes
Highest: Mt. Hood (11239’)
Lowest: Pacific Ocean (sea level)

Animal, State ___
I ITio’Ainencari Beaver (Castor canadensis)
I wa&nameff Oregon state animal by the 1969,
Legislating. Prized for its fur, the beaver was 

[ overtrapped by early settlers and eliminated 
from much of its original range. Through 

I proper management and partial protection, 
the beaver has been reestablished in 

I watercourses throughout the state and remains an important economic 
asset. The beaver has been referred to as "nature's engineer," and its 

j dam-building activities are important to natural water flow and ercsion 
control. Oregon is known as the "Beaver State" and Oregon State 
University's athletic teams are called the "Beavers."

[ Apportionment, US House of Representatives
1860-1880 1 
1890-1900 2 
1910-1930 3 
1940-1970 4 
1980-1990 5

Awards (Nobel, Pulitzer)
1934 - Medford Mail Tribune - Pulitzer, Journalism
1939 - Ronald Callvert, The Oregonian - Pulitzer, Editorial Writing
1954 - Linus Pauling - Nobel, Chemistry
1957 - Wallace Turner and William Lambert, The Oregonian - Pulitzer, 

[ Reporting (No Edition Time)
1962 - Linus Pauling - Nobel, Peace
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