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TO: Representative Scott Ogan, Chair
House Resources

FROM: Senator Robin 7

DATE: March 9, 1999

RE: SCR 2 Management o f Fish and Wildlife

Please schedule SCR 2 for hearing as soon as possible. This resolution is similar to the 
resolution that was before you last year. Thank you for your consideration in this 
request. I have attached backup material for inclusion in the packets.
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SPONSOR STATEMENT 

SCR 2

Relating to management of Alaska's wildlife and fish resources.

Over the past few years, we have seen a decline in our wildlife and fish populations in 
several areas. This decline has continued to the point where serious shortages currently 
exist and are continuing unabated. For example, moose populations in the Kuskokwim  
Delta and moose and caribou in the Forty Mile area have declined to the point where there 
are not enough animals to meet the subsistence demand. Residents of the area testified to 
this last year before the House Resources Committee when a similar resolution was before 
the Legislature. Yet to date, our Department o f Fish and Game has not implemented a 
management plan to rectify this situation. On the fish side, Bristol Bay has been declared a 
disaster area for the past two years because o f the poor sockeye runs in that area. The 
MatSu drainages have had continuing low runs in several species; and, Cook Inlet 
commercial fishing was closed down early last year because o f low sockeye runs there. 
These are just a few examples, there are more.

The elected leaders o f Alaska have the responsibility o f protecting our resources by 
ensuring that the constitutional mandate for sustained yield management o f Alaska's 
wildlife and fish resources is followed for the benefit o f all Alaskans. It is in the best 
interest of all Alaskans that the replenishable resources of our state be managed not only for 
sustained yield but for abundance as well. An abundance of wildlife and fish will benefit all 
user groups and will greatly reduce competition among Alaskans for wildlife and fish 
resources. Abundance o f fish and wildlife resources could be a key to solving the 
subsistence dilemma. Continued passive monitoring o f declining wildlife and fish 
populations is no longer acceptable. Active, aggressive management is mandatory, 
including predator control where necessary, if we are to achieve and maintain healthy 
wildlife and fish populations in the future.

Management o f Alaska's wildlife and fish resources was delegated to the Alaska Board of 
Fisheries, the Alaska Board of Game, and the Alaska Department of Fish and Game by the 
Legislature. Therefore the Legislature needs to make it crystal clear that it expects active 
aggressive management and SCR 2 sends this message. SCR 2 requests the Governor, the 
Board of Fisheries, the Board o f Game, and the Department of Fish and Game to do 
everything within the scope o f their powers, duties, and responsibilities to manage 
Alaska’s wildlife and fish resources on a biological basis for abundance; and, to develop 
and implement regulations, policies, and programs to restore an abundance of wildlife and 
fish in Alaska using all methods and means available to accomplish this goal as quickly as 
possible.
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A l a s k a  d o K i s r i T u n o M A L  gchuvea/n o w
'  ' p R o C E E D l / O c ? ^ '

> on that until the members have had a chance to have a look at 
them. I believe it la the Chairman's thought that we start 
with the statement of purpose and go right through.the article.
A few of the articles haven't anything in the nature of a 
preamble because we are operating somewhat on uncharted seas 
here. We thought It desirable to include in the outset a

i s t a t e m e n t  o f  p u r p o s e , a n d  we f e e l  t h a t  shows th e  C o m m it t e e 's
b a s ic  t h i n k i n g ;  t h e  d o c t r in e  o f  p u t t i n g  a l l  o f  o u r  r e s o u r c e s ,  
b o t h  t o  m axim um  u s e  w h i l e ,  a t  th e  same t im e ,  s a f e g u a r d in g  t h e

> p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a v o id a n c e  o f  w a s te . T h e  s e c o n d  p a r a ­
g r a p h ,  w h ic h  i s  S e c t io n  1 ,  s im p ly  r e p e a ts  t h e  e n a b l in g  b i l l s  
a n d  b o u n d a r y  c o v e r a g e . T h a t 's  th e  i d e n t i c a l  la n g u a g e  c o n t a in e d  
i n  H ouse M e a s u re  2 5 3 5 * S e c t io n  2 in d ic a t e s  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p r o p r i ­
e t a r y  i n t e r e s t ,  w h ic h  s h a l l  p r o v id e  f o r  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  c o n s e r v a ­
t i o n  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a l l  o f  th e  r e s o u r c e s .  Now, i t  was 
p ro p o s e d  t o  t h e  C o m m itte e  b y , I  b e l i e v e ,  D e le g a te  H u r le y ,  
y e s t e r d a y ,  t h a t  o u r  r e c i t a l  o f  v a r io u s  a c t s  i n  t h i s  la n g u a g e  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  p r o v is i o n s  and  a p p l ic a b le  a c t s  o f  C o n g r e s s , 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a c t  a d m it t in g  A la s k a  t o  th e  u n io n ,  m ig h t  be 
r e d u n d a n t ,  a n d  I ' l l  go  a lo n g  w it h  t h a t .  I t  p r o b a b ly  i s ,  b u t
I  t h i n k  i t  c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  a t  once t o  th e  C o n g re s s  t h a t  o u r  
p r o p o s a l i s  s u b je c t  t o  t h e  v e r y  a c t  w h ic h  t o  t h e  C o n g re s s  i s  
o f  p r im e  im p o r ta n c e  a s  c o n c e rn s  A la s k a  s t a t e h o o d .  I  t h i n k  t h a t

[ i t  m ig h t  h a v e  some m e r i t ,  e v e n  th o u g h  r e d u n d a n t ,  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n . '  
S e c t io n  3 s t a t e s  t h a t  r e p le n is h a b le  r e s o u r c e s  s h a l l  be a d m in is t e r e d  
on t h e  s u s t a in e d  y i e l d  p r i n c i p l e ,  I  x « m 't  g o  i n t o  t h a t  i n  
d e t a i l  h e r e ,  b e y o n d  s a y in g  t h a t ,  i n  o u r  r e fe r e n c e  t o  s u s t a in e d  
y i e l d ,  we h a v e  i n  m in d  n o  n a r r o w  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " s u s t a in e d  
y i e l d , "  a s  i s  u s e d , f o r  e x a m p le , I n  f o r e s t r y ,  b u t  t h e  b ro a d  
p r e m is e  t h a  ; i n s o f a r  a s  p o s s ib le  a p r i n c i p l e  o f  s u s t a in e d  y i e l d  
s h a l l  be u s e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  th o s e  r e s o u r c e s  
w h ic h  a r e  s u s c e p t ib le  o f  s u s t a in e d  y i e l d ,  a n d  w here i t  i s  d e ­
s i r a b l e .  F o r  e x a m p le , p r e d a t o r s  .w o u ld  n o t  be m a in t a in e d  o n  a 
s u s t a in e d  y i e l d  b a s is .  S e c t io n  4 m e r e ly  s t a t e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  
r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  f i s h ,  w i l d l i f e ,  and th e  w a t e r s .  S e c t io n  5 i s  
th e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s e o t io n  w h ic h  M r, S m ith  r e f e r r e d  t o  when he 
s t a t e d  t h a t  w i t h  fe w  e x c e p t io n s  th e  C o m m itte e  h a s g o n e  a lo n g  
w i t h  r e  c o m m e n d a tio n s  w h ic h  h a v e  come t o  i t  fr o m  o u t s id e  t h e  
C o m m itte e  p r o p e r .  T h e  members w i l l  a l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  we h a v e  been 
a d v js e d  o f  t h e  w is h e s  o f  many i n  th e  T e r r i t o r i a l  S p o rts m e n  
A s s o c i a t io n  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  c h a p te r s  o f  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  
was t h e  c o n s e n s u s , n o t  u n a n im o u s , o f  th e  C o m m itte e , t h a t  t h e  
la n g u a g e  s e t  f o r t h  I n  S e c t io n  5 go i n t o  th e  c o m m itte e  p r o p o s a l .
I'm sure that when we come to that, later, further comment will 
be made. Section 6 might be a little obscure. Its purpose is 
to authorize the state to provide those aids and facilities 
which might assure the fuller utilization of resources, such 
aids as roadB, for example, to undeveloped areas; the provision 
of soil studies in agricultural areas should the Territory in 
its administrative structure have such talent at hand to go 

j out in the field and assist settlers in testing their ground
I for particular agricultural capacity; forest management, advice
1 from any forestry agencies which might be sought from the owners


