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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Information from Representative Beverly Masek
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Sponsor Statment for HB 349
F i s h  a n d  G a m e / R e f u g e s / H a b i t a t  &  U s e  

A r e a s

An Act relating to powers o f  the Boa rd  o f  Game, means o f 
a cces s  fo r hunting, trapping, and fishing, the definition o f 
’means' and 'methods ’, and hunting sa fe ty education and 
game conse rva tion  education p rog ram s ; re lating to the 
pu rp oses  o f game re fuges , fish and game critical habitat 
a reas , and public use areas .

Posted : February, 2000

HB 349 was introduced, along with HJR 53. to alleviate the problems many 
Alaskans face due to the inability of the State to provide adequate 
management and protection to those traditional uses of wildlife that have 
sustained many Alaskans, including Native Alaskans throughout time.

Since the mid-1970's, the imposition of "urban" values on those Alaskans who 
choose to remain in a culture that is tied closely to the land has escalated. 
Although little or no scientific evidence exists to discredit traditional 
management techniques of wildlife resources for human consumptive uses, 
the zealots in the environmental movement continue to try and force their belief 
system on the rest of society by denying access to proven remedies supportive 
of human consumptive values.

Although Alaskans who fish, hunt and trap may not be able to agree upon 
specific allocation remedies due to competition inherent among ail 
consumptive users of the resource, including non-human predators, we should 
be able to agree on the necessity of protecting liiose cultural values from 
constant attack by those whose values differ. HJR 53 and HB 349 is part of the 
plan to move us back towards rules that require respect for differing values. I 
have never heard of a fisher, hunter, or trapper speak in front of the Board of 
Fish or Board of Game requesting non-consumptive uses be eliminated in any 
part of Alaska; however we constantly hear from the environmental community 
about how their beliefs are somehow superior to the beliefs of others and
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should therefore be imposed upon the rest of us.

Mankind has been competing with non-human predators for thousands of 
years and part of that competitive struggle has included a variety of measures 
intended to lesson the competition. With the advent of modern wildlife 
conservation sciences, we reached a stage where we could insure the health 
of all species and sustain meaningful levels of human harvests. That is until 
recently when animal rights activists essentially eliminated sustained yield 
management.

HJR 53 and HB 349 should mark the beginning of our attempt to fight back by 
once again allowing for proven management techniques to take place. Sound 
scientific measures minus the emotional hysteria will insure that the important 
cultural values attendant to fishing, hunting and trapping are protected. It is also 
important to make sure that we continue the prohibition against using the 
government to impose personal values held by one segment of the population 
on others. And make no mistake about it, the use of government processes by 
environmentalists has only one intended goal, arid that is to impose their values 
on the rest of society regardless of the facts.

# # #

| l o a  | Rep re sen ta t ive  Masek's  P a n e  |

http://www.aKrcpuoiicans.arg/spsmojH-vusu/ztnju.nim


750 VK 2nd Ave. #109, Anchorage AK 99501 /  Ph. 907-258-6171 /  Fax 907-258-6177

P.O. Box 22151, Juneau AK 99802 / Ph. 907-463-3366 /  Fax 907-463-3312 /  unite@akvoice.org

H JR  53 ~  Constitu tional Amendment: Wild Food  Resources
TO: House Resources Committee Members
FROM: Susan Schrader, Conservation Advocate
DATE: February 28,2000

Alaska Conservation Voters, formerly Alaska Conservation Voice, is a not-for-profit organization dedi­
cated to protecting Alaska’s environment through public education and advocacy. Our 40 Alaskan 
organizations and business members represent over 22,000 registered Alaskan voters. Our members can 
be found in all user groups o f Alaska’s wildlife, including subsistence users, recreational hunters, wildlife 
viewers, and photographers. We respect and appreciate the long, rich tradition held by Alaskans, Native 
and non-Native alike, that surrounds our state’s wildlife resources. We also acknowledge that opportuni­
ties to use and appreciate our wildlife belong to all Americans and to visitors to our state from other 
countries.

Alaska Conservation Voters supports wildlife management actions that are based on unbiased scientific 
studies and that reflect the values of most Alaskans. We are greatly concerned by the continued positions 
taken by the State Legislature that fail to recognize the legislators’ responsibilities under the Alaska 
constitution and the public trust doctrine to care for our wildlife for the benefit o f all Alaskans.

We are opposed to HJR 53 for the following reasons:

• In Section 1 o f the resolution, the substitution of “enhanced” for “developed” appears to be an effort 
to enshrine the near-sighted principles o f intensive game management into the Alaska constitution. 
Whereas the development o f replenishable resources embodies a range of policies that address the 
long-term benefits of these resources for all user groups, the enhancement of them clearly mandates 
policies aimed, single-mindedly, at increasing the resources without consideration of other biologic 
principles.

• Section 2 creates a preferred use for wildlife, and in turn, a preferred user group. Instead of facilitat­
ing a constructive public policy debate on the balanced use of our wildlife resources, this language will 
only result in tremendous problems in its application in management decisions. The potential could 
exist that, as a result of this language, other groups would be essentially excluded from use o f the 
resource, a situation that may run afoul of the “common use” safeguards o f the constitution.

Clearly recognizing the volatile and divisive nature o f issues surrounding wildlife management, the mem­
bers of Alaska Conservation Voters join with other Alaskans who are calling for balanced, fair and far­
sighted wildlife management decisions based upon the best, most comprehensive, unbiased scientific data 
available. The amendments to our constitution proposed in HJR 53 will do little to help resolve this 
difficult public policy debate.

C o n s e r v e  A l a s k a .  I t ’ s O n l y  N a t u r a l .
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