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130 Seward Sc., rjio 505 
|uneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 586-9400 j 
(907) 586-4473 fax

Alaska TrailersAssociation

March 23, 1999

Representative Scott Ogan, Chairman 
House Resources Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau. AK 99811 IiI
Dear Representative Ogan:

The Alaska Trailers Association (ATA) is generally supportive o f HB109. ATA befeves that the 
state has jurisdiction over fish and game in all waters of the state, including those adjacent to 
Glacier Bay National Park,

While ATA strongly supports tpe notion that Alaska should manage Hs fisheries, there are 
portions o f your bill, which we do not fully understand. Hopefuliy you will clarify on the record 
your Intent on the following poihts:

1. If the state is not allowed to expend funds to "adopt, enforce, or otherwise assist in the 
implementation of the federal regulatory program...in the partf, will that predude ADFG and 
CFEC from assisting fishermen who are slated for compensation programs? Will ADFG still be 
able to generate numbers and (work with fishermen to minimize the impact o f federal actions 
(e.g. park management plan)? j There are significant issues that fishermen will confront as the 
regulatory and statutory process moves ahead. The assistance of the state will be needed to 
ensure a good outcome for our families and communities.

2. Is the mandate not to "adopt, enforce, or otherwise assist in the implementation o f the federal 
regulatory program" limited only to the Park? Will this measure in any way impact fisheries that 
the state has been delegated management authority for by another body, such as the North 
Pacific Fishery Management Ooundl or the International Pacific Halibut Commission? Since 
salmon and halibut fisheries ogcur in many waters where the state has not "assented to federal 
control", our members are deeply concerned about the ramifications o f this provision on their 
fisheries. j

ATA appredates your efforts on our behalf and hope that some clarifying language can be 
generated to address the above issues.

Dale A. Kelley 
Executive Director



From: Patncia Phillips To: House Resources Committee Date: 3/24/99 Time: 3:02:34 PM Page 1 of 1

M ou se  R e s o u rc e s
H B  1 0 9  G la c ie r  B a y  N a t io n a l P a rk  
M a rc h  2 4 .  1 9 9 9

C o m m u n it ie s  n e a r  G la c ie r  B a y  N a t io n a l P a r k  n e ed  a d e q u a te  o p p o rtu n it ie s  to  m a in ta in  
th e ir  e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c ia l s u r v iv a l .  W e  re q u e s t the  c o n t in u e d  fa i r  and  re a s o n a b le  
o p p o r tu n it y  to  fish  in  G la c ie r  B a y  N a t io n a l P a rk , to  h e lp  a l le v ia t e  the  g ro w in g  s o c ia l 
e c o n o m ic  c r is is  w ith in  o u r  c o m m u n ity . W e  h a v e  t r a d i t io n a l ly  d e p e n d e d  o n  the  m a r in e  
re s o u rc e s  f o r  o u r  e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c ia l w e ll b e in g . W e  w ish  to  m a in ta in  the a b i li t y  to  
d iv e rs i fy ' o u r  lo c a l e c o n o m ie s  and  m a in ta in  s ta b le  lo n g  te rm  e m p lo y m e n t . N o  a c t io n s  
s h o u ld  b e  ta k e n  to  re s t r ic t  the e x e rc is e  o f  v a lid  c o m m e rc ia l f is h in g  r ig h ts  o r  p r iv i le g e s . 
T h e re  is a  lo n g - te rm  p a tte rn  o f  c om m e rc ia l a n d  su b s is te n c e  ta k in g  o f  fis h  re s o u rc e s  
w ith in  th e  m a r in e  w a te rs  o f  G la c ie r  B a y  N a t io n a l P a rk . L o c a l re s id e n ts  fro n t  
c o m m u n it ie s  in  c lo s e  p r o x im i t y  a re  a n a tu ra l p a rt o f  the  e c o s y s te m  and  a re  d e p en d en t 
u p o n  th e  h a rv e s t in g  o f  m a r in e  re s o u rc e s  a s a p a rt  o f  th e ir  e c o n o m ic  s u rv iv a l.  T h e se  
c o m m u n it ie s  a re  e c o n o m ic a l ly  and  s o c ia l ly  in te g ra te d  to  th e  c o m m e rc ia l fis h in g  li fe s ty le .  
T h e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  and  the  S e c re ta ry  o f  In t e r io r  h a v e  an  o b l ig a t io n  to  p ro te c t  th e  p a tte rn  
o f  u s e  o f  c o m m e rc ia l fis h in g , c o n s is t in g  o f  m e th o d s  and  m ea n s  o f  h a rv e s t w h ic h  a re  
c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  a  re lia n c e  th a t p ro v id e s  to  the  e c o n o m ic  w e ll- b e in g  o f  o u r  c o m m u n ity . 
T h e  C i t y  o f  P e lic a n  h a s  a  d i re c t  d e p en d en ce  o n  th e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  c o m m e rc ia l f is h in g  
w ith in  G la c ie r  B a y  N a t io n a l P a rk .
I t  is  e s s e n t ia l th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a  c on tin u e  to  a s s e r t  s ta te  ju r i s d ic t io n  o f  a l l  f is h  &  g am e  
w ith in  m a r in e  n a v ig a b le  s ta te  b o u n d a r ie s . T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n t in u e d  s u p p o r t  o f  
fis h in g  in  G la c ie r  B a y  N a t io n a l P a rk .

P a t r ic ia  P h i l l ip s  
P .O . B o x  3 3  
P e lic a n . .A la sk a  9 9 8 3 2  
9 0 7 - 7 3 5 - 2 2 4 0

P e lic a n  C i t y  C o u n c i l M e m b e r  
F Y  P a c i f ic  D a w n : c o m m e rc ia l f is h in g



FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction) ________
Title GLACIER BAY NATIONAL PARK

STATE OF ALASKA
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. HB 109

Dept. Affected 
'BRU

Fish and Game
Commercial Fisheries

Component Southeast Region Fish Management
Sponsor
Requester

Rep. Ogan
House WTR Component Serial No. 2167

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands o f Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2000 FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any cu rren t year (FY99) cost: 
POSITIONS

0.0

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Duffy, Acting Deputy Director~K&Ut/v1 C , WPrepared by
Division D iv is io^fC om m erc ia l Fisheries
Approved by Commissioner Frank Rue Q  
Agency

Phone 465-6151

Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Date/Time 3/1/99 4:14 PM 
Date 3/1/99

PREPARER TO PROVPE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For furthei distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

(Rev 10/98) 99fnfomi.xls/OMB Page____ Of __



FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date (Note If correction) _  
Title Glacier Bay National Park

STATE OF ALASKA
1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL NO. HB 109

Dept. Affected: Fish and Game 
BRU Sport Fish________
Component Sport Fish

Sponsor
Requester

Representative Ogan
House WTR Component Serial No. 464

E xpend itu re s /R e venue s (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04 FY 05
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims ,
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CHANGE IN REVENUES (1002) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
O ther--F&G  Fund (1024)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any curren t year (FY99) cost: 0.0
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
Enactment of this bill will not affect the Division of Sport Fish therefore a zero fiscal note is being submitted.

Prepared by 
Division

Kevin Delaney. Director 
Sport Fishu 'iv io iu ii o p u i i  n a n  _ '  f

Approved by Commissioner 0 ^ )£ /b & V \ L jA K .i'C i- 
Agency Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Phone 465-4180 
Date_ 2/25/99
Date

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution Information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

(Rev2/99) 9SMn(orm.xls/OMB Page 1 Of 1



1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Revision Date: ____________________________________ Dept. Affected: Public Sa fe ty_________________
T itle : A n  A c t re la ting  to management o f  fish and game B R U : F ish and W ild li fe  P ro tec tion

in G la c ie r B a y  N a tion a l Pa rk  and Preserve   Component: Detachm ents__________________
Sponsor: Represen tative Ogan,________________________ _______________________________________________________
Requestor: ________________________________________ COMPONENT SERIAL NO. ____________

F I S C A L  N O T E
'  STATE O F ALASKA BILL NO: HB109

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands o f Dollars) (inflation not included)
OPERATING FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04 FY 05
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
M ISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CHANGEIN REVENUES( ) -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
Revenue Code

FUNDING: (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Proqram
1006 GF/MHTIA
O ther
TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

Estimate o f cu rren t yea r (FY 99) impact: $ -0-

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (A ttach a separate page if necessary.)

Th is b i l l is inconsistent w ith  d iv is iona l ob jectives, but w i ll no t adve rse ly  impact the budget.

Prepared B y : L ieu tenan t H ow ard  R ._Starbard___________________________  Phone 7 4 6 -9 1 0 7
D iv is io n : Fish and W ild li fe  P rotection__ ;;___________________________ Date: Feb rua ry  2 6 , 1999

(  Approved by Comm issioner:  Date: ____
A g en cy : R on a ld  L . Q tte, D epartm ent o f  Pub lic  Sa fe ty

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information call the Governor's Legislative Office

r«v 11/95 Page 1 of



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S c o t t  O g a n  Alaska State Legislature

House D istric t 27  • P a lm er • G reater P a lm e r • Sutton • Ch icka loon  » Sheep Mountain

SPONSOR STATEM ENT  

House B ill 109
" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  f i s l i  a n d  g a m e  i n  G l a c i e r  B a y  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  a n d

P r e s e r v e  a n d  n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r s . "

HB 109 adds Glacier Bay National Park to existing statute (AS 16.20.010) affirming the 
State o f Alaska has not assented to federal control in that area.

The existing statute recognizes the state has jurisdiction over all fish and game within 
state boundaries except in those areas where it has assented to federal control.

HB 109 also adds a section to AS 16.20.010 which includes language from a U.S 
Supreme Court case, New York v. United States (1992), " ...the federal government 
cannot commandeer the lawmaking process o f the states to compel the state to enact and 
enforce a federal regulatory program."

The new section further strengthens the state's position with language asserting the state 
may not expend funds to adopt, enforce, or otherwise assist in the implementation o f the 
federal regulatory program for control o f fish and game in the park.

Recent activity by the U.S. Department o f Interior sparked the introduction o f this bill. 
HB 109 affirms that the State o f  Alaska supports continuing traditional activities, such as 
commercial and subsistence fishing, in Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve.

(

In t e r im : 6 0 0  E . R a ilro ad  Ave. # 1 , W asilla , A K  9 9 6 5 4  
(9 0 7 )  3 7 6 -4 8 6 6  Fax (9 0 7 )  3 7 3 -4 7 2 4

S ess ion : State C ap ito l, Juneau, A K  9 9 801  4 6 5 -3 8 7 8  
I (8 0 0 )  8 6 2 -3 8 7 8  Fax (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 -3 2 6 5



A rticle 01. STATE GAME REFUGES

Sec. 16.20.010. Legislative recognition.
The legislature recognizes that

(1) the state has jurisdiction over all fish and game in the state except in those 
areas where it has assented to federal control;

(2) the state has not assented to federal control o f fish and game in those areas 
which were set apart as National Bird and Wildlife Refuges while the state was a United 
States territory;

(3) special recognition o f the value to the state and the nation o f areas of 
unspoiled habitat and the game characteristic to it will be demonstrated by designating as 
state game refuges those federal lands which were National Bird and Wildlife Refuges or 
Ranges at the time that Alaska achieved statehood.

History -
(Sec. 1 ch 114 SLA 1960)
Collateral Refs -

38 C.J.S., Game, Sec. 7, 8, 15.
Article Notes -

Opinions o f the Attoreny General. For a discussion o f the authority o f  the Department of
Natural Resources and



giacicraay waters
4*

Subject: glacier B ay w aters
Date: Fri, 05 M ar 1999 09:28:28 -0900 

From : "Marlin E. Benedict" <fishing@seapac.net>
To: Fairbanks_LIO@legis.state.ak.us

M a r l i n  B e n e d i c t  w r o t e :
B o x  3 0 1
W r a n g e l l  A l a s k a  9 9 9 2 9

T o  T h e  M y S t a t e  ( A l a s k a )  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ;

Y o u  ( t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a )  h a v e  m y  h o p e s  a n d  p r a y e r s  t h a t  y o u  w i n  t h e  l a w  
s u i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  o v e r  G l a c i e r *  B a y ,  n a v i g a b l e  w a t e r s ,  
a n d  t h e  la n d b - , .  u n d e r  t h e  w a t e r s .  I f  y o u  d o  n o t  w i n  I  s e e  t h e m  (U S F S )  
c l a i m i n g  t h e  s a m e  o n  w i l d e r n e s s  a r e a s  a n d  i n  f a c t  t h e y  a r e  e v e n  n o w  
c l a i m  t h i s  h e r e  i n  W r a n g e l l  w i t h  t h e  S t i k i n e  r i v e r  b u t  h a v e  n o t  t r i e d  i t  
i n  c o u r t .

I f  A l a s k a  c a n  n o t  m a n a g e  A l a s k a  f o r  A l a s k a n ' s  w e  h a v e  t r u l y  h a v e  
l o s e  a r e  f r e e d o m  t o  k e p t  A l a s k a  a  p l a c e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  l i v e  h e r e  f i r s t .  
> F r o m  o u r  w i l d l i f e  t o  o u r  f i s h e s  a n d  l a n d .  W e s e e  h e r e  i n  W r a n g e l l  t h e  
f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  d e s t r o y i n g  a  w a y  o f  l i v e ,  j u s t  s o  t h e  U S F S  c a n  m a k e  
u s  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  U S .  L e a s e s  o n  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  h a v e  d o u b l e d  t h i s  
y e a r .  O n e  U S F S  p e r s o n a l  s a i d  w e  w a n t  y o u  t o  r e n t  o u r  c a b i n s  a n d  d o  a w a y  
w i t h  y o u r s .  W e a r e  s e e i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  o u r  w a y  o f  l i f e  t h a t  n o t  u s e f u l  o r  
m y  a n y  s e n s e .  H o w  l o n g  b e f o r e  w e  n e e d  a  p e r m i t  t o  p a r k  o u r  c a r  t o  e n j o y  
a  p i c n i c  o r  p i c k  b e r r i e s  c r  w a l k  o n  a  t r a i l . J o h n  M u r r  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
p u t  i n  j a i l  n o w  d a y s  f o r  t h e  t h i n g s  h e  d i d  a n d  h e  i s  t h e  f o r e s t  s e r v i c e  
h e r o .
P l e a s e  w i n  f o r  A l a s k a  w h a t  i s  A l a s k a ' s .  D o  n o t  l e t  t h e m  w a l k  a l l  o v e r  u s  
b e c a u s e  w e r e  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  s m a l l .  W e l i k e  i t  t h a t  w a y .  W i l d  a n d  f r e e !

K e e p  A l a s k a  f o r  A l a s k a n ' s  a n d  v i s i t o r s  a s  v i s i t o r s .

M a r l i n  E .  B e n e d i c t  
B o x  3 0 1
W r a n g e l l  A l a s k a  9 9 9 2 9  
( 9 0 7 ) 8 7 4 - 2 5 9 0
e i p a i l :  f i s h i n g @ s e a p a c . n e t

1 3/5/99 11:02 AM

mailto:fishing@seapac.net
mailto:Fairbanks_LIO@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:fishing@seapac.net


9 4 5 0  H e r b e r t  P l a c e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1  
P H  # 7 8 9 - 7 5 1 6

M a r c h  4 ,  1 9 9 9

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S c o t t  O g a n
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  O g a n G l a c i e r  B a y  F i s h e r i e s

R e c e n t l y  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  w e a r i n g  F i r e a r m s ,  
c o n t a c t e d  A l a s k a  F i s h e r m e n  i n  G l a c i e r  B a y  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  b o a r d i n g  t h e i r  
v e s s e l s ,  a n d  c a u s i n g  t h e  F i s h i n g  P e o p l e  t o  b e  f r i g h t e n e d  a n d  i n t i m i d a t e d .

T h e s e  f i s h e r m e n  w e r e  c o n d u c t i n g  l e g a l  o p e r a t i o n s  a s  s e t  f o r t h  b y  t h e  
A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  & G a m e ,  i n  S t a t e  w a t e r s .

T h e  a c t i o n  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  e x c e e d e d  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  
v i o l a t e s  t h e  S o v e r e i g n t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  m a n a g e  F i s h e r i e s  w i t h i n  
S t a t e  b o u n d a r i e s .

T h e  R i g h t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  m a n a g e  F i s h e r i e s  i s  g u a r a n t e e d  
b y  H i s t o r i c a l  P r e c e d e n t  i n  t h a t  N o  S t a t e  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  d e n i e d  s u c h  M a n a g e m e n t ,  
a n d  i s  a  P r i m a r y  R e a s o n  w h y  A l a s k a n s  v o t e d  f o r  S t a t e h o o d ,  s o  a s  t o  o b t a i n  
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  o u r  o w n  a f f a i r s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  F i s h e r i e s .

I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  u r g e  P a s s a g e  o f  y o u r  B i l l  a b o u t  F i s h e r i e s  i n  G l a c i e r  
B a y ,  a n d  a c t i o n  b y  o u r  U . S .  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n ,  a n d  G o v e r n o r  K n o w l e s  
t o  p r o t e c t  A l a s k a n s  f r o m  F e d e r a l  A g e n t s .  I t  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  F e d e r a l  
e m p l o y e e s  c e a s e  & d e s i s t  f r o m  w e a r i n g  F i r e a r m s  w h e n  A l a s k a n s  a r e  c o n d u c t i n g ;  
l e g a l  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  p e a c e f u l  a s s e m b l y .

A n y t h i n g  l e s s  i s  t o  l e t  F e d e r a l  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  
a n d  a l s o  n o t a b l y  t h e  U . S .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e , t o  s u b j e c t  A l a s k a  t o  a i  e x p a n d i n g  
P o l i c e  S t a t e  a t m o s p h e r e .

T h e s e  a g e n c i e s  o v e r  t i m e  h a v e  a s s u m e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  G o v e r n m e n t  
A g e n c i e s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  m o r e  p o w e r f u l t h a n  t h e  P e o p l e ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  g e n i u s  
F o u n d i n g  F a t h e r s  o f  o u r  C o u n t r y  i n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  P e o p l e  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  
b e  m o r e  P o w e r f u l  t h a n  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p r e s s  m y  v i e w s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  A l a s k a .

c c :  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s
S e n a t o r  M u r k o w s k i  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D o n  Y o u n g  
G o v e r n o r  K n o w l e s  
S e n a t o r  E l t o n  
R e p r e s e i B i t i v e  H u d s o n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K e r t t t i l a



N E W S  F R O M  T H E  O F F I C E  O F _____________________

F R A N K  M U R K O W S K I
u n i t e d  S ta te s  s & n a t o r  • A la s k a ,

For Im m ediate Release: Contact: C huck  K leeschulte or Cindi Bookout
M arch 3, 1999 O (202) 224-9306: H (301) 283-4149; O '224-8767

( E m a i l :  c h u c k _ k l e e s c h u l t e @ m u r k o w s k i . s e n a t e . g o v )

M U R K O W S K I  R E S P O N D S  T O  B A B B I T T  C O M M E N T S  O N  G L A C I E R  B A Y

WASHINGTON -- The following m em orandum  p resen ted  to D epartm ent of th e  
In terio r Secretary Bruce B abbitt th is  m orning  is  a  response  by Sen. F rank  
M urkow ski to com m ents m ade during  a h earin g  in to  the  Glacier Bay issue  on 
Tuesday, M arch 2.

The S enato r h ad  prom ised su ch  a  resp o n se  du ring  the  hearing.

S e e  attached m e m o r a n d u m . . .
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TO: Secretary Babbitt

FROM: F rank  M urkowski

RE: Glacier Bay Fishing

During our exchange yesterday on Glacier Bay fishing, you indicated th a t 
fisherm en may have disagreed with the  policy, bu t not the methods, of the 
National P ark  Service.

I disagreed, saying th a t the methods were also questionable. The fishermen back 
me up when I say th a t the Park  Service rangers, while polite, were not simply 
m aking requests for voluntary compliance with the closures... the fishermen on 
the  boats being boarded felt th a t they had no choice but to remove their gear and 
move.

Here are some comments of the fisherm en and observations of others in Alaska 
th a t support my contention:

“They have a person w ith a gun... the  people in the  (ranger) boat are talcing 
evidence with a camera... I didn’t th in k  we had any other option than  to 
remove our gear.” - Ken E ichner of Ketchikan

“The P ark  Service la te r tried to p u t a benign spin on their actions, painting 
them  as purely informational and educational vessel boardings... T hat’s 
hardly the way it came across to fisherm en, however. When a  gun-tcting 
park  ranger tells you to leave an area, he’s telling you to leave, not asking.” 
- Juneau  Empire Editorial 2/28/99

Crabber Joe Place of Juneau  figures he and his crew lost about $30,000 in 
gross revenues after they were pressured last week to move their boat out of 
w aters they have fished for years. - 2/23 Juneau  Empire Report

“It was inappropriate and unprofessional for the  P ark  Service to tell 
crabbers about the closures during  th e  season.” - Alaska House Fisheries 
Committee staffer Liz Cabrera.
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Here a re  some other relevant facts th a t underscore the seriousness and economic 
im pact of the Park  Service's actions:

• The 1999 tanner crab fishery w as from 12:00 noon Monday 2/15 to 12:00 noon 
Sunday, 2/21. Statistical analysis of th is 6-day fishery indicates th a t the 
first two days are critical. In  the first two days, catch per vessel falls off 
rapidly, from 6,000-9,000 crab per day to about 3,000 crab per day. This is a 
drop from earnings of $38,000 to $57,000 per day to earnings of less than 
$20,000 per day.

• T his year, during the first day and  later, 11 of the 14 vessels fishing in 
G lacier Bay were boarded by arm ed personnel. A num ber of those boarded 
w ere forced to move or prevented from fishing in their intended area. We 
have confirmed four of these cases w ith the Petersburg Vessel Owners 
Association, which represents m ost of the crabbers, and have been told of 
others.

• N PS now says it  was conducting “education” and simply asking for 
voluntarily cooperation w ith closures made by last year’s legislation. 
However, the fishermen did not feel they were being given a choice, and the  
NPS had  not promulgated regulations for those closures.

• In  explaining her actions, the  Superintendent also m akes the statem ent 
th a t  NPS “options” include closing the entire bay until the perm itting 
system  and eligibility issues are  all finalized. This is clearly contrary to the  
in ten t of Congress.

Mr. Secretary, rangers were polite and  courteous, but the fact is, arm ed parties 
told fisherm en they were in closed a reas and subject to being cited. Fisherm en 
were no t told th a t they had a choice. This is not consistent with w hat the Park 
Superin tendent later said was h e r intention.

This fishery has occurred in Glacier Bay for m any years anddts scheduling is 
well-known. NPS could easily have avoided th is by contacting fisherm en before 
the season.

Forcing th e  issue during the first day of the season caused serious economic 
losses. Was this intentional?


