


SPONSOR STATEMENT
SENA TE BILL 99

“An Act to clarify the meaning o f  ‘decennial census of the United S tates’ in 
Article VI, Constitution o f  the State o f Alaska, and to prevent discrimination 
in the redistricting o f the house o f  representatives and the senate.”

This legislation was introduced to end discrimination against members o f  the 
Armed Forces in legislative redistricting and insure that future redistricting 
plans are based on census figures derived from an actual count o f every 
Alaskan.

Senate Bill 99 will eliminate confusion by placing in our statutes clear 
answers to two major questions as we prepare for the United States census in 
the year 2000 and the subsequent redrawing of legislative district 
boundaries. It will end the discriminatory practices of previous redistricting 
boards and direct that census numbers derived from estimates or adjustments 
based on statistical sampling will not be used to redraw district lines.

The 1959 Alaska Constitution directed that only the “civilian” population be 
considered when the boundaries for State House and State Senate districts 
were drawn. During the 1960s, reapportionment boards ignored the 
presence o f  members o f  the Armed Forces completely, while later boards 
assigned various percentage values to service members.

In 1970, each soldier, sailor, airman, marine and coast guardsman in Alaska 
was counted as 11% o f  a resident, while in the 1980 redistricting they were 
counted as 35% o f  other Alaskans. T hat’s even worse discrimination than 
used before the Civil W ar when slaves were counted at only 60% o f  a person 
for Congressional apportionment. The redistricting board o f  1990 was the 
only one to count members o f  the military equally with other residents.

Today, Alaskans recognize that occupational discrimination is just as wrong 
as discrimination based on race, religion, sex, age, color, or national origin 
and that is why the voters removed the word “civilian” from the Alaska 
Constitution at the 1998 election. But, court decisions from old legal 
challenges to previous redistricting boards might still be used as an excuse to 
undercount our neighbors in the military. Senate Bill 99 will establish a



statutory bar to future redistricting discrimination and insure the men and 
women serving here in our Armed Forces will not be treated as second-class 
Alaskans.

SB 99 will also clarify questions regarding which numbers from the United 
States Bureau o f the Census will be used by future redistricting boards to 
reapportion A laska’s Legislature.

Some people have been actively arguing that statistical sampling and 
estimates replace the actual head count o f  every American in the decennial 
census. Earlier this year, the U.S. Supreme Court prohibited the use of 
adjusted or estimated figures in reapportioning the seats in the U.S. House of 
Representatives among the states. But that decision left the door open for 
the Census Bureau to develop figures through sampling and estimates and 
make them available to the states along with the results o f the traditional 
count. This bill will close that door in Alaska for purposes o f  Legislative 
reapportionment.

If  the Census Bureau’s report o f  the decennial census includes more than 
one set o f figures for Alaska, SB 99 will facilitate the work o f  the 
redistricting board and avoid litigation over the plan they they produce . SB 
99 would prohibit them from using any numbers produced by estimates or 
sampling adjustments and directs them to use only the results o f the actual 
count o f Alaska population, just  as the nation has been doing for 210 years.
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H O U S E  CS F O R  C S F O R  S E N A T E  B IL L  N O . 99( )

IN T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F TH E STA TE O F  A LA SK A  

T W E N T Y -F IR S T  LEG ISL A T U R E  - F IR ST  SESSIO N

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): SENATE RULES COMMITTEE

A B IL L  

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n  A c t p ro v id in g  fo r  p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  re d is tr ic tin g  b e fo re  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  the  

R e d is tr ic tin g  B o a rd ; re la tin g  to  p re c le a ra n c e  u n d e r  the  V oting  R igh ts  A c t o f 1965, 

as a m e n d e d ; c la r ify in g  the  m ea n in g  o f 'd ecen n ia l census o f th e  U n ited  S ta te s ' in 

a r t .  V I, C o n s titu tio n  o f  th e  S ta te  o f A lask a : p ro h ib itin g  d isc r im in a tio n  a n d  use 

o f  c e n su s  n u m b e rs  th a t  a r e  e s tim a te s  o r th a t  h av e  been  a d ju s te d  b a se d  on 

sa m p lin g  in  the  re d is tr ic t in g  o f the  h ouse  of re p re se n ta tiv e s  a n d  th e  s e n a te ;  a n d  

p ro h ib i t in g  e x p e n d itu re s  o f  p u b lic  fu n d s  fo r p o p u la tio n  su rv ey s  o r  s a m p lin g  fo r 

c e r ta in  p u rp o se s  r e la t in g  to  leg isla tive  re d is tr ic tin g  w ith o u t an  a p p ro p r ia t io n ."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c tio n  I. F IN D IN G S . T h e  leg isla tu re  finds that

(1) a fa ir and im partial red istricting  requires

(A) the assim ilation, com pilation, and analysis o f  large am ounts o f data
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and m aps;

(B) com plex  statistical ana ly sis; and

(C) a thorough consideration  o f  legal issues under the C o n stitu tio n  o f 

the S tate o f A laska  and the C onstitu tion  o f  the U n ited  S tates;

(2) there is an enorm ous am ount o f p reparatory  w ork  that m ust be d o n e  before 

the a p p o in tm en t o f the R ed istric ting  Board if the R ed istric ting  B oard  is to  adop t a  fa ir  and 

im partial plan w ithin 30 days after receiving red istric ting  data from  the U n ited  S tates B ureau  

o f the  C ensus;

(3) A lask a’s red istricting  plan w ill be su b jec t to review  by the U n ited  S tates 

D epartm ent o f Justice under 42 U.S.C. 1973 - 19731 (V oting  R ights Act o f 1965, as am ended);

(4) ensu ring  that the red istricting  plan  com plies w ith the p rov isions o f  42

U .S .C . 1973 - 19731. as am ended, will require in-depth  analysis o f  voting patterns o v e r  the

past decade;

(5) the U nited  S ta tes B ureau o f  the C ensus has trad itionally  c o n d u c ted  an 

actual enum eration  of the A m erican people and reported  the results o f that actual enum eration , 

w ithou t sta tistica l ad justm ent, to the states fo r pu rposes o f  redistricting;

(6) the U nited S tates B ureau o f  the C ensus has announced  p lans to use

sam p lin g  and estim ates to adjust the actual popu lation  coun ts  in the 2000 census;

(7) the U nited  S tates Suprem e C ourt, in D epartm en t o f C om m erce  v. U nited

S tates H ouse, 119 S.Ct. 765 (1999), has in terpreted  ex is tin g  federal law to proh ib it th e  use o f

ad ju s ted  or estim ated  figures in reapportion ing  the sea ts  in the U nited S tates H o u se  o f 

R ep resen ta tiv es  am ong the states;

(8) the U nited  S tates Suprem e Court, in D epartm en t of C om m erce  v, U nited

S ta tes H ouse, 119 S.Ct. 765 (1999), declined  to add ress the constitu tiona lity  o f the use o r

sam p lin g  and estim ates by the census bureau in d eve lop ing  decenn ial census counts:

(9) the U nited  S tates Suprem e C ourt's decision  in D epartm ent o f C o m m erce  

v. U n ited  S tates H ouse, 119 S.Ct. 765 (1999), d id  not reso lve the issue o f  w hether the  census 

b u reau  m ay supp ly  states with ad justed  or estim ated  ce n su s  figu res for u se  in red istric ting :

(10 ) each  decade since sta tehood . A la s k a ’s red istricting  p lan  has been  the 

su b jec t o f  expensive  litigation:

(11) in the past. A laska’s redistricting boards have som etim es relied on surveys
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and population  estim ates in order to rem ove A laska’s m ilitary population from  the d ecen n ia l 

census figures in o rder to com ply  w ith the form er w ording o f  art. V I, secs. 3 and  5, 

C onstitu tion  o f  the State o f  A laska, w hich referred to the "civilian popu la tion"; and

(12) although recent am endm ents to the C onstitu tion o f  the S ta te  o f  A la sk a  

have rem oved  the reference lo "civilian" population, court p receden t reg ard in g  the e x c lu s io n  

o f  nonresiden t m ilitary  personnel and civ ilian  "transients" rem ains (see E gan  v. H am m o n d , 

502 P .2d  856, 869 (A laska 1972); G roh v. Egan, 526 P.2d S63, 8 69 -874  (A lask a  1974); 

C a rp en te r v. H am m ond, 667 P .2d 1204, 1210-1213 (A laska 1983); H ickel v. S o u th e as t 

C onference , 846 P .2d 38, 54-56 (A laska  1992)).

* S ec . 2. PU R PO SE. It is the purpose o f  the legislature to e lim in a te  con fusion  in the 

even t the census bureau 's report o f  the decennial census includes m ore than  one p o p u la tio n  

figure  fo r A laska, to facilitate the w ork o f  the R edistricting B oard  by id en tify in g  the 

appropriate  census figures to be used in developing a redistricting plan, to avoid  litigation  over 

the b o a rd ’s red istricting  plan, to preven t discrim ination against any seg m en t o f  A la s k a ’s 

po p u la tio n  in red istricting , to m ake necessary preparations for red istricting  in a tim ely , fair, 

and  im partial fashion, and to m ake tools needed  for the task o f  red istric ting  ava ilab le  to  the 

R ed istric ting  B oard  as soon as that body is appointed.

* S ec . 3. AS 15.10 is am ended by adding new  sections to read:

A rtic le  2. C e n su s  an d  P o p u la tio n .

Sec. 15.10.200. D efin itio n  o f "d e c e n n ia l cen su s o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s "  a n d  

u se  o f cen su s n u m b e rs  b v  re d is tr ic t in g  b o a rd , (a) In a n . VI, C o n stitu tio n  o f  the 

S ta te  o f  A laska, reference to the official decennial census o f  the U n ited  S ta te s  is a 

reference to the census enum eration used to establish appon ionm en t am ong the several 

states.

(b) T he red istricting  plan adopted under an . VI, C onstitu tion  o f the S ta te  o f 

A laska, m ay not use census num bers that are estim ates o r that hav e  been  ad ju s ted  

based  on sam pling, nor m ay the redistricting plan exclude or d isc rim in a te  am ong  

persons coun ted  based on race, relig ion, color, national orig in , sex , age, o ccu p a tio n , 

m ilitary  or civ ilian  status, o r  length o f residency.

(c) A qualified  vo ter m ay bring  an action in the su p erio r court ag a in s t the 

red istric ting  board to en fo rce  the provisions o f (b) o f this section.
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S ec . 15 .10 .210 . E x p e n d i tu re s  fo r  p o p u la t io n  s u rv e y s  o r  s a m p lin g  

p ro h ib i te d . An expenditure o f public  funds m ay  not be m ade for a  population survey 

o r sam pling  conducted  for purposes o f red istricting  the leg islature w ithou t an express 

ap p rop ria tion  by the leg isla tu re  fo r that pu rpose .

S ec . 15 .10.220. V oting  R ig h ts  A c t rev iew . T he  independent legal counsel for 

the R ed is tric ting  B oard  p rov ided  fo r in art. V I, sec. 9, C onstitu tion  o f the S ta te  o f  

A laska, shall

(1) subm it the b oard ’s red istricting  p lan  for prec learance  to the U nited  

S tates D ep artm en t o f  Justice or the U n ited  S la tes D is tric t C ourt fo r the D istric t o f 

C o lu m b ia  u nder 42  U .S .C . 1973c; and

(2) represent the state in all m atters concern ing  redistricting until a final 

plan  for red istric ting  and a p roclam ation  o f red is tr ic tin g  have been  adopted  and all 

cha llenges  to them  brought under art. VI, sec. 11, C onstitu tion  o f  the State o f  A laska, 

have been  reso lved  afte r final rem and  or affirm ation .

* Sec. 4. AS 24 .20  is am ended  by add ing  a new  section  to read:

S ec . 24 .20 .085 . P r e p a r a t io n  fo r  leg is la tiv e  r e d is tr ic t in g . (a) T h e  A laska 

L egisla tive Council m ay seek assistance as necessary from  the D epartm ent o f  Law . the 

D ep a rtm en t o f  L abor, and the d iv ision  o f  e lec tions before  the appo in tm en t o f  the 

R ed is tric ting  B oard.

(b ) The leg isla tive  council m ay m ake a rrangem en ts  for office  space  for the 

R ed is tric tin g  B oard  and its staff befo re  the co n v en in g  o f  the R ed istric ting  B oard, 

includ ing  the leasing  o f appropriate  facilities and  o ffice  equ ipm ent.

(c) T he leg isla tive  council shall com pile  and prov ide to, o r  con trac t w ith a 

third party  to com pile  and provide to, the redistricting board  the inform ation necessary 

to im p lem en t a successfu l red istric ting  plan, includ ing

(1) p a re r  m aps or a com puter data  base received from  the U nited  States 

Bureau o f  the C ensus describ ing  all units o f census geography ;

(2) a com puter data base  o f e lection  and  voter registration inform ation  

from  the  d iv ision  o f  e lections to  assist the R ed is tric ting  B oard  in dete rm in ing  

co m p lian ce  w ith 42  U .S .C . 1973-19731 (V oting R ights A ct o f 1965, as am ended) and 

o th er s ta tu to ry  and  constitu tional requ irem en ts;
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(3) in form ation  in d ica tin g  the location o f  cu ltu ra l, e co n o m ic , 

g eograph ic , dem ographic, and trade a rea  factors in the state; and

(4) in form ation  o r  ana lysis  o f  state and federal cou rt d ec is io n s

c o ncern ing  reapportionm ent,

(d) The legislative council is responsible for developing a com puterized  system  

that uses census data and m aps to p repare  plans for state senate  and house d is tr ic ts  in 

c o n fo rm ity  with statu tory  and  constitu tiona l crite ria  and w ith in  ap p licab le  tim e

constra in ts. The legislative council m ay con tract for the acqu isition  o f  the c o m p u te r

so ftw are  and  hardw are and fo r the p ro v is io n  o f com pu ter se rv ices th a t are n ecessa ry  

to prepare for redistricting. T he co m p u te r system  m ust be deve loped  so th a t it can  be 

m ade availab le for use by the R ed istric ting  Board im m ediately  upon the R ed is tric tin g  

B oard 's  convening .

(e) The legislative council

(1) shall p repare  a budget and an accoun ting  p rocedu re  fo r the 

R ed istric ting  B oard; and

(2) m ay, upon request o f  the R ed istric ting  B oard , p repare  an d  subm it 

supp lem en ta l appropriation requests fo r the work o f  the board .

* S ec. 5 . S E V E R A B IL IT Y . U nder A S 01 .10 .030 , if a p rov ision  o f  this A c t o r the 

application  o f this A ct to any person o r c ircu m stan ce  is held invalid , the invalid ity  does  not 

affec t o ther p rov isions o f the Act that can be g iven  effect w ithout the invalid  p rov is ion .
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HOUSE CS FO R  CS FO R  SENATE BELL NO. 99( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): SENATE RULES COMMITTEE
A  BILL

FO R  A N  ACT ENTITLED

"An A ct providing for preparation for redistricting before appointm ent o f  the 

Redistricting Board; relating to preclearance under the Voting Rights A ct of IS'65, 

as amended; clarifying the m eaning of 'decennial census o f the U nited  States' in 

art. VI, Constitution o f  the State o f Alaska; prohibiting d iscrim ination  in the 

redistricting o f  the house o f  representatives and the senate; and prohibiting  

expenditures o f  public funds for population surveys or sam pling for certain  

purposes relating to legislative redistricting without an appropriation."

BE IT ENACTED BY  T H E  LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O F A LASK A :

* Section 1. FINDINGS. The lesislature finds thatw

(1 ) a fa ir  an d  im partial red istricting  requires

(A ) the assim ilation , com pilation, and analysis o f  large  am o u n ts  o f  data

and m aps;

(B ) co m p lex  sta tis tica l analysis; and

-1-
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( Q  a  thorough consideration o f legal issues u n d e r  th e  C o n stitu tio n  o f 

the S tate  o f A la sk a  an d  the C onstitution o f the U n ited  S ta tes;

(2) there  is an  enorm ous am ount of preparatory w ork  tha t m u st be  done before 

the appo in tm ent o f the  R ed is tric ting  B oard  if  the R ed istric ting  B o a rd  is to  a d o p t a fa ir  and 

im partial plan w ith in  30  d ay s  after receiving redistricting data  from  the  U n ited  S ta tes B ureau  

o f  the C ensus;

(3 ) A la sk a ’s red istricting  plan will be sub jec t to rev ie w  by  th e  U n ited  States 

D epartm ent o f  Justice u nder 4 2  U.S.C. 1973 - 19731 (V oting R ights A c t o f  1965, as am ended);

(4) e n su rin g  that the redistricting plan com plies w ith  the  p ro v is io n s  o f  42 

U .S .C . 1973 - 19731, as am ended , will require in-depth analysis o f  v o tin g  p a tte rn s  over the 

past decade;

(5 ) th e  U n ited  States B ureau  of the C ensus has tra d itio n a lly  co n d u c ted  an 

actual enum eration  o f  the A m erican  people and reported the results o f  that actual enum eration, 

w ithout s ta tis tica l ad ju s tm en t, to the sta tes for purposes o f  red is tric tin g ;

(6 ) the  U n ited  S tates B ureau o f the C ensus has a n n o u n c ed  p lans to use 

sam pling and  e stim a tes  to  ad ju s t the actual population counts in the  2 0 0 0  census;

(7) the U n ited  S tates Suprem e Court, in D ep artm en t o f  C o m m erce  v. U nited  

States H ouse, 119 S .C t. 765  (1999), has interpreted existing federal law  to p ro h ib it the use o f 

adjusted  o r  e s tim a ted  fig u re s  in reapportioning the seats in the  U n ited  S ta te s  H ouse of 

R epresen tatives am o n g  the sta tes;

(8 ) the  U n ite d  States Suprem e Court, in D ep artm en t o f  C o m m erce  v. U nited 

S tates H ouse , 119 S .C t. 765  (1999), declined  to address the co n s titu tio n a lity  o f  the use o f 

sam pling and  e s tim a tes  by th e  census bureau  in developing d ecen n ia l cen su s coun ts;

(9 ) the U n ite d  States Suprem e Court's decision  in D e p a rtm en t o f  C om m erce 

v. U nited  S ta tes H ouse , 119 S .C t. 765 (1999), did not resolve the issue  o f  w h e th e r the census 

bureau m ay su p p ly  s ta te s  w ith  adjusted  o r estim ated census fig u res  fo r  use  in red istricting ;

(10 ) e a ch  d ecad e  since statehood, A lask a’s red is tr ic tin g  p lan  has been the 

subject o f e x p en siv e  litig a tio n ;

(11) in the past, A laska’s redistricting boards have som etim es telied  on surveys 

and population es tim a tes  in o rd er to rem ove A laska’s m ilitary  po p u la tio n  fro m  the decennial 

census figu res in  o rd e r  to  com ply  w ith the form er w ord ing  o f  a rt. V I, secs. 3 and 5,
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C onstitution o f  the  S tate o f A laska, w hich referred  to the "civilian p o p u la tio n "  ;^& ncU

(12) a lthough  recen t am endm ents to the C onstitu tion  o f  the  S ta te  o f  A laska  

have rem oved th e  reference to  "civilian" population, co u rt p recedent re g a rd in g  th e  exc lu sion  

o f non-resident m ilitary  personnel and civ ilian  "transients" rem ains (see  E g a n  v . H am m o n d , 

502 P.2d 856 , 869  (A laska  1972); G roh v. Egan, 526 P.2d 863, 8 6 9 -8 7 4  (A lask a  1974); 

Carpenter v. H am m ond , 667  P.2d 1204, 1210-1213 (A laska 1983); H ick e l v . S o u th east 

C onference, 846 P .2d 38 , 5 4 -5 6  (A laska 1992)).

* Sec. 2 . P U R P O S E . I t is the purpose o f  the legislature to  e lim in a te  c o n fu s io n  in the 

event the census bu reau 's  rep o rt o f the decennial census includes m ore th an  one  p o p u la tio n  

figure for A laska , to fac ilita te  the w ork  o f  the R edistricting  B o ard  by  id en tify in g  the 

appropriate census figures to be used in developing a redistricting plan, to  avo id  litiga tion  over 

the board ’s red istric ting  p lan , to p reven t d iscrim ination against any se g m e n t o f  A la sk a ’s 

population in  red istric ting , to  m ake necessary  preparations for red is tric ting  in  a  tim e ly , fair, 

and im partial fash ion , an d  to m ake tools needed for the task  o f  red is tric ting  av a ilab le  to  the 

R edistricting B o ard  as soon  as that body is appointed.

* Sec. 3. AS 15.10 is am ended  by add ing  new sections to read:

A rticle 2. Census and Population.

Sec. 15.10.200. Definition o f "decennial census o f the U nited  States"  and  

use o f  census num bers by redistricting board, (a) In art. V I, C o n s titu tio n  o f  the 

S :ate  o f  A leska, re fe ren ce  to the offic ia l decennial census o f  the  U n ited  S ta tes  is a 

reference to  the census enum eration used to establish apportionm ent am ong  the several 

states.

(b) T he  red istric ting  plan adopted under art. V I, C onstitu tion  o f  the  S ta te  o f  

A laska , m ay  not u se  census num bers that are estim ates o r that have  b een  ad ju sted  

based  on sam p lin g , n o r  m ay the red istricting  plan  exclude  o r d isc rim in a te  am ong  

persons co u n ted  b ased  on race, relig ion, co lor, national orig in , sex , age, o ccu p atio n , 

m ilitary  o r c iv ilian  sta tus, or length  o f  residency.

Sec. 15.10.210. Expenditures for population surveys or sam pling  

prohibited. An expenditu re  o f public funds m ay not be m ade fo r a po p u la tio n  survey  

or sam pling  conducted  fo r purposes o f redistricting the leg isla ture  w ith o u t an  exp ress 

ap p rop ria tion  by  the  legislature for that purpose.
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Sec. 15.10.220. V oting Rights A ct review. The independen t leg a l counsel fo r 

the R ed istric ting  B o ard  p rov ided  fo r in art. VI, sec. 9, C o n stitu tio n  o f  the S tate  o f  

A laska, shall

(1) subm it the b o a rd ’s redistricting plan fo r p rec lea ran ce  to  the  U n ited  

S tates D epartm en t o f  Justice  o r  the U nited States D istrict C o u rt fo r  th e  D is tr ic t o f  

C olum bia under 4 2  U .S .C . 1973c; and

(2) represent the state in all matters concerning red istric ting  until a final 

p lan  fo r red is tric ting  and a p roclam ation  o f redistricting have b e e n  a d o p te d  and all 

challenges to them  b rought u n d er art. VI, sec. 11, C onstitution o f  the  S ta te  o f  A laska, 

have been  reso lved  a fte r final rem an d  or affirm ation.

* Sec. 4. A S 24.20  is am ended  by  add ing  a new  section to read:

Sec. 24 .20 .085 . Preparation for legislative redistricting. (a ) T h e  A laska  

L egislative Council m ay seek assistance as necessary from  the D e p a rtm en t o f  L aw , the 

D ep artm en t o f L ab o r, an d  the d iv ision  o f elections before  the  a p p o in tm e n t o f  the 

R ed istric ting  B oard .

(b) The leg isla tive  council m ay m ake arrangem ents fo r o ffice  sp a ce  fo r the 

R ed istric ting  B o ard  and its s ta f f  before the convening o f  the R e d is tr ic tin g  B oard, 

includ ing  the leasing  o f  appropria te  facilities and office equ ipm en t.

(c) T he leg is la tiv e  council shall com pile and prov ide to , o r  c o n tra c t w ith a 

third party  to  com pile and provide to, the redistricting board the in fo rm atio n  necessary 

to im p lem en t a su ccessfu l red istric ting  plan, including

(1) paper m aps o r a com puter data base received from  the  U nited  States 

B ureau  o f  the C ensus describ ing  all units o f census geography;

(2) a  com puter da ta  base o f election and vo ter reg is tra tio n  inform ation  

from  the d iv ision  o f  e lec tions to assist the R ed istric ting  B o a rd  in  de te rm in ing  

com pliance w ith 42  U .S .C . 1973-19731 (Voting R ights A ct o f  1965, as am ended ) and 

o ther s ta tu to ry  and  constitu tional requirem ents;

(3) in fo rm ation  indicating the location o f  c u ltu ra l, econom ic, 

geograph ic , dem ograph ic , and trade area factors in the state; and

(4) in fo rm ation  o r analysis o f  state and  federa l c o u r t  decisions 

concern ing  reapportionm en t.
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(d) The leg isla tive  council is responsible for developing a  c o m p u te riz ed  system  

that uses census da ta  a n d  m aps to  prepare plans fo r state senate an d  h o u se  d is tr ic ts  in 

conform ity  w ith sta tu to ry  and  constitu tional criteria  and  w ith in  a p p lic a b le  tim e  

constraints. T he leg is la tiv e  council m ay contract fo r the acq u is itio n  o f  the  c o m p u te r  

softw are and h ardw are  an d  fo r the provision o f com puter se rv ices  th a t a re  n e cessa ry  

to prepare fo r red istric ting . T he com puter system  m ust be d ev e lo p ed  so  th a t it  can  be 

m ade available fo r use b y  the R edistricting B oard im m ediately u p o n  th e  R ed is tr ic tin g  

B oard 's conven ing .

(e) T he  leg is la tiv e  council

(1) sh a ll p repare  a budget and an accoun ting  p ro c e d u re  fo r the 

R ed istric ting  B oard ; and

(2) m ay , upon request of the R edistricting B oard , p re p a re  a n d  subm it 

supplem ental ap p ro p ria tio n  requests fo r the w ork o f  the B oard .

* Sec. 5 . S E V E R A B IL IT Y . U nder A S 01.10.030, if  a p rov is ion  o f  th is  A c t o r the 

application o f  this A ct to  any  person  o r  c ircum stance is held invalid , th e  in v a lid ity  does  not 

affect other p rov isions o f  the  A c t that can be given effect w ithout the in v a lid  p ro v is io n .
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