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SPO N SO R  S T A T E M E N T  
SPO N SO R  S U B S T IT U T E  H O U S E  B IL L  5

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V i c  K o h r i n g

"By any measure one wishes to apply, American schools still fail to 
provide m a n y  of our Nation’s children with the education they need and 
deserve. Standardized test scores used to chart student performance 
have declined or remained static during the past three years. U.S. 
students score low in m a t h  and science w h e n  compared with their peers 

in other industrialized nations. T h e  high school dropout rate remains 
unacceptably high.

Education reform measures have not generated the progress w e  need. It 
is n o w  time to m a k e  basic structural <’hanges in our system of education. 
President B u s h  and I view school choice as the cornerstone for 
restructuring America's system of elementaiy and secondary education.

T h e  evidence favoring choice is too compelling to ignore. Often States 
a n d  districts have implemented choice programs and witnessed dramatic 
educational improvements, Dropout rates decline. Teacher satisfaction 
improves. Test scores rise. Student behavior and attendance improve. 
Parents b e c o m e  more involved in their children's education.

Choice is successful because it improves schools from the bottom up. It 
encourages schools to develop distinctive "flavors" and unique qualities 
that meet the needs of students. Choice allows each school to excel at 
something special, rather than sinking to the lowest c o m m o n  

denominator and suiting few.

N o  children, no matter their circumstances, should be held captive in a 
school that fails to meet their needs or is not doing a good job of 
educating. Choice offers youngsters a chance for a better education— and 

for a better life."

These are not m y  words, but the words of Lauro Cavazos, former U.S. 
Secretary of Education. I encourage your support for educational choice. 
Help pass Sponsor Substitute House Bill 5 for Alaska's future, its 

children.

Wasilla * L a irv iew  Loop • E k lu tn a  • Peters C reek
b-f.'.i ! K» Vic Kohr:r.K'» iccis sta;s aL us • T:H hrcc - o . ' . y
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R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  V I C  K O M R I N C .
D IS T R K  I 1!(.

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS 
SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL 5

Section 1. A d d s  a n e w  chapter establishing an educational voucher 
program.

Section 14.45.150 - Requires the Department of Education to 
administer a pilot educational voucher program.

Section 14.45.155 - Allows a parent or guardian, w h o  are below 
2 0 0 %  of the federal poverty level, to apply for an educational 

voucher from the department. The value of a educational voucher 
is the actual cost of the child's education or the per student 
a m o u n t  of state aid represented by the child in that school district, 
whichever is less. The educational voucher will be paid to the 
parent or guardian of the child, w h o  is attending private, or h o m e  
school, in quarterly payments. Allows the department to adopt 
regulations to administer the program.

Section 14.45.160 Provides that the legislature m a y  appropriate 

m o n e y  for educational vouchers. Provides for a pro rata reduction 
in each voucher if insufficient funds are appropriated.

Section 2. Provides a sunset clause that will repeal the educational 
voucher program J u n e  30. 2004.

Section 3. Establishes an effective date.

Wasilla • F a irv iew  Loop • E k lu tn a  • Peters C reek
F.-MjiI Representative V:c r'.chrsne'ii lesis state ak us • T:l! free Yijr P;un,i
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M  K M  Q R  A  N D I M Januarv 22. 1999

S U B JE C T : Vouchers for education (W ork Order No. 2 1 -LS0347)

T O : Representative A llen Kemplen 
Attn: C h ris

F R O M : M ichael F. Ford . 
Legislative Counsel

. /

You have asked i f  the legislature could create a voucher system for state education. A 
system  under which the state distributes vouchers worth a certain amount o f  money to be 
used for tuition in public or private schoo ls would violate .Article V I I ,  section 1 , o f  the state 
constitution. That section provides, in part:

No money shall be paid from public funds for the direct benefit o f  any religious or 
other private educational institution.

The Alaska Supreme Court has interpreted that section to mean that a tuition assistance 
program awarding students attending private co lleges an amount equal to the difference 
between public and private college tuition is  unconstitutional. Sheldon Jackson College v. 

Slatfi, 599 P.2d 127  (Alaska 1979).

Sheldon Jackson is  directly relevant to the proposed voucher system. In that case, the Court 
established a three-part test for determining the validity o f  public programs that provide 
econom ic benefit to private sch o o ls. First, the Court looks at the breadth o f the class to 
which the economic benefits are directed. Second, the Court looks at how the public money 
i s  to be used; i.e., whether the benefit to the private school is  incidental to education (as with 
fire and police protection) or whether it amounts to direct aid to education (as with tuition 
and books). Third, the Court looks at the magnitude o f  the benefit to private education. 
S ign ificantly , the Court noted that channeling funds to a private school through an 
intermediary (such as the student or parent) w ill not save an otherwise unconstitutional 
program providing aid to private schoo ls.

In the Sheldon Jackson case, the Court struck down the state's tuition assistance program as 
violative o f  all three parts o f  the test. The c la ss which the tuition assistance program 
benefitted consisted almost entirely of private schoo ls, the funds were to be used directly for 
educational purposes (tuition), the benefit conferred on these schoo ls was quite substantial, 
and the fact that the money was actually paid directly to the students, not the schools, did not



mitigate the fact that the students were required to turn the money directly o\ er to the pri\ ate 

sch o o ls .

The proposed voucher sy s lr  11 suffers the same infirm ities as the tuition assistance program 
did. Although the tuition vouchers would be given to all students in the stale, only students 
attending private schools would benefit since there is eurently no tuition for attending public 
sch o o l. Thus, for the c la ss o f  students attending public schoo l, the vouchers would be 
meaningless. The effect would be the same as with the tuition assistance program: to benefit 

on ly  the private schoo ls.

T h is  does not imply that a program giving equal benefit to public and private school students 
would survive judicial scrutiny, because any direct aid to private schoo ls is  constitutionally 
suspect. But the fact that the proposed voucher system benefits only private schools reduces 

the likelihood that the system  is  valid.

The second part o f  the test w'ould also be violated because the vouchers would be used as a 
direct benefit to private education (tuition) rather than an incidental benefit.

It i s  not clear whether the third part o f  the test, the magnitude o f  the benefit, presents a 
problem. That would depend on the value o f  the vouchers in relation to the cost o f  the 
tuition. Tf  the vouchers are to cover the entire cost o f  tuition, the benefit to private schools 
would be substantial, and consequently unconstitutiona1. W hile there is  no precise line on 
this issue , the voucher would appear to be a substantial and unconstitutional benefit unless 
the voucher was a small percentage o f  the actual cost o f  tuition.

F ina lly , the fact that the vouchers would be given to students or parents o f  students would 
not save the voucher system . A s with the tuition grant program, the vouchers may be 
redeemed only through the private scho o ls. Therefore, they confer a direct benefit on the 
private schoo ls, in contravention o f  the constitutional prohibition.

The proposed voucher system  is  also potentially in violation o f  the "establishment" and 
"freedom o f religion" clauses o f  Article I , section 4 o f  the Constitution o f the State o f Alaska.
I am aware that a system in W isconsin  has survived a constitutional challenge under the First 
Amendment o f  the United States Constitution. However, the Court in Sheldon Jackson noted 
that first amendment cases upholding forms o f  assistance to religious scho o ls have no 
relevance to the preceding analysis o f  A rticle  V I I ,  section 1 o f  the state constitution. The 
prohib ition against state aid to any private schoo ls in the Alaska Constitution is  much 
broader than the prohibition under the F irst Amendment which relates only to religious 
sch o o ls. Thus, the Unit States Supreme Court case upholding a Minnesota program o f  tax 
cred its for public and private school expenses against a F irst Amendment challenge 
(M u elle r v. A llen . 463 U .S . 388 (1983)), as well as the voucher system approved in 
W iscon sin , are not relevant to tlie analysis o f  the proposed voucher system in Alaska. These 
ca ses did not consider the kind o f  prohibition against direct aid to private scho o ls found in 
the Alaska Constitution. In  other words, even i f  the voucher system could survive scrutiny

Representative Alien Kcmplen
Janua ry  22, 1991)
P a g e  2



In o r d e r  to survive constitutional scrutiny u n d e r  the state constitution, a v o u c h e r  s y s t e m  

w o u l d  h a v e  to satisfy all three parts o f l h e  S h e l d o n .  J a c k s o n  test. It is difficult to i m a g i n e  a 

v o u c h e r  s ystem, as I understand the v o u c h e r  s y s t e m  to w o r k ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  not v iolate the 

constitution. T h e  s y s t e m  w o u l d  h a v e  to benefit students in public as well as private schools 

w i t h o u t  giving a n y  substantial direct benefit to education in the private schools. B y  its 

nature, the v o u c h e r  s y s t e m  s e e m s  to militate against this.

Finally, the problem could be circumvented by amending Article V I I ,  section 1 o f  the state 
constitution. You should be aware, however, that an attempt to do this in 1976  was rejected 
by the voters o f  the state in a ballot proposition. A s you probably know, a proposed 
constitutional amendment and statutory voucher system are before the House in H JR  6 and 

HB 5.

In conclusion, the proposed voucher system su ffers serious constitutional problems to which 
I  see no sim ple solution. U n le ss amended, the state constitution w ill not allow such direct 

benefit to private education.

I f  I may be o f further assistance, please feel free to contact me.

Representative Allen Kemplen
January 22, 19')*;
Page 3

under the First Amendment, it would still violate Article VII, section I o f  the slate constitution.

M F F :jd r
99-030.jdr
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Honorable Fred Dyson 
Co-Chair, House HESS Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Slate Capitol - Room 428 
Juneau, AK 99S01-I1S2

O  1031 WES T4THA VENUE SUl TF. 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 9950 ' 
PHONE (907) C09-5 I00 
PAX (007)376-36'>7

O  KEY BANK BUILDING100 CUSHMAN S T. SUITE 4G0 
FAIRBANKS ALASKA 99701 £17J 
PHONE 19071451-2811 
FAX (907) 451-2349

O  PO  BOX 110300-DIMQND COUP' JUNEAU. ALASKA 99311 03CG 
PHONE (907)465-3600 
FAX (907)465-6735

(IA X )405 -25»

Re: Constitution Issues Raised by SSHB 5
Dear Representative Dyson:

You have asked for a quick response from the Attorney General to questions raised 
in your Committee regarding the constitutionality of a proposed school voucher program. SSHB 5 
would establish an educational voucher program which would provide a voucher equal to the cost 
of private school tuition to the parents of students enrolled in private schools. We agree with the 
conclusion of the January 22. 1999. Opinion Memorandum of Legislative Counsel Michael F. Ford, 
that "the proposed voucher system suffers serious constitutional problems."

The SSHB 5 proposal to provide reimbursement of private school tuition appears to 
clearly violate Article VII, section 1 of the Alaska Constitution, as interpreted by the Alaska 
Supreme Court. An. VII. sec. 1. in pertinent part, states:

No money shall be paid from public funds for the direct benefit of any
religious or other private educational institution.
In Sheldon Jackson College v. Suite,‘ the Alaska Supreme Court directly considered 

the application of Article VII, sec. 1, to a state tuition grant program which was enacted by the 
Alaska legislature in 1976. Under that grant program, each state resident who attended a private 
college within the state was eligible for a state grant in an amount equal to the difference between 
the tuition charged by the private school and the tuition charged by a public college in the same area. 
The state payment was made directly to the student, not to the college. In interpreting Article VII, 
sec. 1, the Alaska Supreme Court decision set out several distinct principles or factors which were

599 P.2d 127 (Alaska 1979).

0J-C5LH



Honorable l-rcd Dyson February 22. I'W'J
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found applicable lo (hat tuition voucher program. and which we believe would apply directly to the 
proposal of SSI IB 5 as well. The Court concluded:

first, the class primarily benefited by the tuition grant program consists onl\ 
of private colleges and their students. Though the appellants characterize the 
statute as merely equalizing the positions of private and public university 
students, effectively the chief beneficiaries are the private colleges 
themselves.'’

Further:
the public funds expended under AS 14.17.770 constitute nothing less than 
a subsidy of the education received by the student at his or her private 
college, and thus implicate the core concern of the direct benefit provision.1

In regard to the fact that no direct payment was made by the state to the private schools under that 
program, the Court held:

Finally, though the tuition grants are nominally paid front the public treasury 
directly to the student, the student here is merely a conduit for the 
transmission of state funds to private colleges. Before the state will deliver 
me check to the student, the latter must certify under oath and under penalty 
of perjury that he or she will pay it over to the college. AS 14.40.786.
Simply interposing an intermediary "does not have a cleansing effect and 
somehow cause the funds to lose their identity as public funds.. ,"A
Article VII, sec. 1, of the Alaska Constitution unquestionably applies to elementary' 

and secondary schools as well as to colleges and universities. We believe that under the express 
holdings of the Sheldon Jackson decision, the SSHB 5 proposed private school voucher program 
would be held unconstitutional.

The SSHB 5 proposal for vouchers to home schooling families raises constitutional 
implications from the establishment clause prohibitions of the state and federal constitution/ which 
have been uniformly interpreted to deny expenditures of public funds for sectarian educational 
programs and materials. We can also foresee challenges to the home schooling vouchers under the 
public purpose doctrine of the Alaska Constitution" due to the extremely broad category of costs and 
fees which appear to be compensable by the state under that section.

Sheldon Jackson, supra at 131.
Sheldon Jackson, at 131.
Sheldon Jackson, supra at 132.
U.S. CONST, amend. I; Alaska CONST, art. I, sec. 4. 
Alaska CONST, art. IX, sec. 6.
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Co-Ch;iir. Mouse HESS < nmmiltec

February 22. I ‘W‘>
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In summary. the private school voucher proposal of SSHB 5 appears to be 
fundamentally at odds with Art. VII. see. I of the Alaska Constitution and we believe would be 
invalidated under the Sheldon Jackson analysis of the Alaska Supreme Court. In addition, the home 
schooling vouchers raise significant constitutional concerns under both the establishment clause and 
the public purposes clause of the Alaska Constitution.

Sincerely.
BRUCE M. BOTELHO 
ATTORNEY G E N E R A L

B y ;  ̂ \ / r ^ ~  " "-'Philip. A. Reeves
Assistant Attorney General

PAR:ebc
cc: Honorable John Coghill, Alaska State House
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F eb ru a ry  2 3 , 1 9 9 9

T h e  H o n o ra b le  Fred D y so n , C o -C h a ir

H o u se  H ea lth , Education and So c ia l S e rv ic e s  C om m ittee

State C a p ito l, Room  104

Ju n e a u , A K  9 9 8 0 1- 118 2

D ea r R ep re senta tive  D y so n :

A t the Feb rua ry  16  the H ea lth , E d u ca tio n  and So c ia l S e rv ice s C om m ittee  h ea rin g  on 

v o u c h e r s , q u e st io n s w ere asked o f D epartm ent o f  Education  sta ff that I  w o u ld  lik e  to 

a n sw e r .

1 )  R ep re sen ta tive  Brice asked h o w  Sec. 14 .3 1.0 20  (d) m ig ht be im p lem ented , and how  

m u ch  d irection  from  the le g is la tu re  w o u ld  be n e ce ssa ry  to regulate and im p lem ent 

the b i l l .  Sec. 14 .3 1.0 20  (d) re a d s "th e  departm ent m ay adopt re g u la tio n s n e ce ssa ry  to 

a d m in iste r  the education v o u ch e r p rogram  u n d er th is  se ct io n ."  T h e re fo re , a ssu m in g  

the p rogram  i s  co n st itu t io n a l, the o n ly  w a y  to e n su re  p ro g ra m  q ua lity  o r 

a cco u n ta b ility  for th is  v o u ch e r sy ste m  w o u ld  be in  D epartm ent o f  Education  

re g u la t io n .

2) R ep re senta tive  W hitaker a sked  if  federal fu n d in g  and local fu n d in g  w o u ld  a lso  be 

p ro v id e d  for stu d en ts p a rtic ip a ting  in  the v o u ch e r p rogram . T h e  a n sw e r i s  no. 

O n ly  state aid w o u ld  be m ade availab le fo r  stu d e n ts pa rtic ip a ting  in  the v o u ch er 

p ro g ra m .

3) R ep re senta tive  K em p len  a sked  if  the le g is la tu re  appropriated fu n d s that w ere  not 

eq ua l to the am ount app lied  fo r by p a ren ts w ith  stu d en ts in  the v o u ch e r p rogra m , 

w h a t w o u ld  be the re su lt?  T h e  b ill sta tes that i f  the le g is la tu re  a p p rop ria te s 

in su ff ic ie n t  fu n d s, the departm ent w o u ld  d istr ib u te  the available fu n d s on  a p ro  rata 

b a s is .



I.otter. Representative D>s<>n
February 23. 1999
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A s  v'ou k n o w , the State Board o f  Education i s  o p p o se d  to any voucher plan that w ould 

take p u b lic  m oney fro m  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  and g iv e  it to private sch o o ls . A s  the Board 

c o n s id e r s  the top ic o f ch o ice  w ith in  the p u b lic  sch o o l sy ste m , w e hope to continu e th is 

c o n st ru c t iv e  d ia logu e  w ith  the leg isla tu re . W e ce rta in ly  sh a re  the sam e goal to im p rove 

stu d e n t lea rn in g .

S in c e re ly ,

/  r

S h ir le y  J . H o llo w a y , P h .D . 

C o m m is s io n e r

cc : T h e  H o n ora b le  Jo h n  C o g h il l ,  J r .
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February 16,1999

The Honorable John Coghill, Jr., Co-Chair
House Health, Education and Social Services Committee
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol, Room 104
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Representative Coghill:
The State Board of Education has taken a strong position in opposition to any voucher 
plan that would take money from the public school system and give it to private 
schools. The Board is careful to note that it supports expanding parental choice within 
the public school system. Enclosed is the State Board of Education Motion passed 
January 21,1999.

Thank you for your attention to the State Board of Education's position on this issue. 
Your Committee members and staff are invited to attend the upcoming Board meeting 
scheduled for February 24-26, at Goldbelt Place, 801 West 10̂  Street, Juneau. The Board 
plans to discuss school choice during its work session at 10:00 AM, Wednesday 
February 24.

Sincerely,

Commissioner

cc: The Honorable Fred Dyson 

Enclosure



Exact of Unapproved minutes of the 

Alaska State Board of Education meeting 
January 21, 1999

T h e  fo llo w in g  m otion  w a s u n a n im o u sly  ca rried  by the A la sk a  State Board o f  

E d u ca tio n  at it s  m eeting  h e ld  on  Ja n u a ry  2 1 , 1 9 9 9  in Ju n ea u , A la sk a .

T h e  State Board o f  Education  o p p o se s  a ny  v o u ch e r plan that w o u ld  take 

p u b lic  m o n e y  fro m  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  and g iv e  it to private s c h o o ls .  T h e  Board  

su p p o r t s  e xp a n d in g  parental ch o ic e  w it h in  p u b lic  s c h o o ls . T h e  m o tio n  w a s 

se co n d e d  and ca rried  b y  u n a n im o u s r o l l  ca ll vote.



L a w r e n c e  n . W ig o i ,  E d . I ) .  
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r .  P u b l i c  A IT a ir s  
A n c h o r  a g o  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
4600 DeBarr Rd.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0

j (w)  907-269-2255 M n ) 907.269-2340

TO: HOUSb HJtSS COMMITTEE MEMBERS
SOBJECT: HB 5: VOUCHERS FOR EDUCATION 
DATE: FEBRUARY 16. 199y

A t t a c h e d  p le a s e  f in d  a  c o p y  o f  A  R e s o l u t i o n  O p p o s i n g  P r i v a t e  a n d  P a r o c h i a l  S c h o o l  
V o u c h e r s  p a s s e d  b y  th e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  B o a rd  o n  A p r i l  13 , 1999 .

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  B o a r d  u r g e s  p o l i c y  m a k e r s  to  o p p o s e  e f f o r t s  t o  u s e  p u b l i c  ta x  
d o l l a r s  to  f in a n c e  p r i v a t e  a n d  p a r o c h ia l  s c h o o l v o u c h e r s .  The. A n c h o r a g e  S c h o o l  B o a rd  
a l s o  u r g e s  p o l ic y  m a k e r s  to  w o r k  w i th  lo c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  to  e n s u r e  th a t  o u r  p u b l ic  
s c h o o l s  p r o v id e  w o r ld - c l a s s  e d u c a t io n a l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  f o r  c h i ld r e n .

R a t i o n a l e .  P u b lic  s c h o o l s  e d u c a t e  e v e r y  c h i ld , r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r a c e ,  a b i l i t y ,  r e l i g io n ,  
e c o n o m ic  c i r c u m s ta n c e  o r  s p e c ia l  n e e d . P u b l ic  s c h o o ls ,  th r o u g h  th e i r  e l e c t e d  s c h o o l  
b o a r d s ,  a re  d i r e c t ly  a c c o u n t a b l e  to  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e c o m m u n i t y  fo r  th e  e x p e n d i tu r e  o t 
p u b l i c  f u n d s .

T a x p a y e r - f u n d e d  v o u c h e r s  f o r  p r iv a t e  a n d  p a ro c h ia l  s c h o o l  tu i t io n  a n d  f e e s  d r a in  s c a r c e  
r e s o u r c e s  f r o m  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  d im in i s h  r e v e n u e s  a v a i la b le  f o r  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s .

P O S I T I O N  S T A T E M E N T



Be it fu rth er re so lv ed  that w e urge p o licy  m akers to work with our local com m unity 
e n su re  that our p u b lic  s c h o o ls  p rovide w orld -cla ss educational o p p o rtu n it ie s fur all 
o u r  ch ild re n .

P A S S E D  A N D  A P P R O V E D  th is 13th day o f A p ril, 1998.

A N C H O R A G E  S C H O O L  B O A R D

___
Debbie O ssia nd er, President

Kathi Gillespie 
Kelly Haney 
Dave Werdal

Rita Holthouse 
Harriet D r u m m o n d  

Peggy Robinson-Wikon

Bob Christa], Superintendent



C O M P L IM E N T S  O F  T H E  
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L IB R A R Y

The New 
Accountability
I f  s c h o o l s  c a n ' t  d o  a  b e t t e r  j o b  o f  e d u c a t i n g  a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  

p a r e n t s  w i l l  o p t  o u t  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a l t o g e t h e r

BY MARC S. TUCKER AND CHARLES S. CLARK

W h e n  sch o o l offic ia ls vow  to  r e s ig n  o r  
ta k e  p ay  c u ts  if s tu d e n ts ' t e s t  s c o r e s  
d o n 't  r ise , you  can  b e  s u r e  th e  a g e  o f  
a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  in  e d u c a t io n  is  h e r e .  
O n e  ex am p le  o f th e  n ew  a c c o u n ta b il­
ity  is  Sw an ton , O h io , S u p e r in te n d e n t 
R o g e r B a rn e s , w h o  h a s  p ro m is e d  to  

r e s ig n  if t e s t  s c o r e s  fail to  im prove . A n o th e r  is  P h ila d e lp h ia  
S u p e r in te n d e n t D av id  H o rn b e c k , w h o se  c o n tra c t s t ip u la te s  
th a t  h e  w ill r e c e iv e  a  $16,000 an nu a l b o n u s  if t e s t  s c o r e s  g o  
u p  b u t  a n  $8,000 p a y  c u t if  s c o re s  s tay  low. S im ilarly , A le x an ­
d r ia , Va., S u p e r in te n d e n t H e rb e r t  B e rg  s ta n d s  to  r e c e iv e  a 
b o n u s  o f  u p  to  $30 ,000 if  e n o u g h  e le m e n ta r y  a n d  m idG ie  
s c h o o l s tu d e n t  p a s s  th e  s ta te ’s  n ew  S ta n d a rd s  o f  L e a rn in g  
e x am in a tio n .

W h y  is  th is  h a p p e n in g  now ? Is  it y e t a n o th e r  fa d  th a t w ill 
o n c e  a g a in  d raw  th e  a tte n tio n  o f m an ag e rs  a n d  po licy  m a k ­
e r s  aw ay  f rom  in s tru c t io n , w h ich  is  w h a t re a lly  m a tte rs ?  O r 
is  i t  s o m eh o w  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f th e  m atte r?

T o  find th e  a n sw e r , e d u c a to rs  m ig h t look  a t s o m e  le s s o n s  
f ro m  th e  b u s in e s s  w o rld— in p a rticu la r , th e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  
X e ro x  C o rp . w e n t th ro u g h  in th e  ea rly  1980s. A t th e  tim e , 
X e ro x  w a s  am o n g  th e  w o r ld ’s  m o s t w id e ly  a d m ire d  in d u s ­
tr ia l  c o rp o ra t io n s . Y et ju s t  a s  D avid K e a rn s  w a s  b e c o m in g  
th e  n ew  c h ie f  e x e c u tiv e  o fficer, h e  found  o u t th a t  J a p a n e s e  
c o m p e t i to r s  w e re  le a rn in g  h ow  to  d e s ig n  c o p ie r s  an d  b u ild  
th e m  in  a  f ra c tio n  o f  th e  tim e  i t  to o k  X e ro x  to  d e s ig n  an d  
b u ild  c o m p a ra b le  m ach in e s . H e  a lso  le a rn e d  th a t  th e s e  m a ­
c h in e s  w e r e  o f s u b s ta n tia lly  h ig h e r  qu a lity  th a n  X e ro x  m od -

Marc S. Tucker fm tucker@ ncee .o rg ) is president of the Na­
tional Center on Education and the Economy in Washington, 
D.C. Charles S. Qark fcc la rk@ ncee .o rg ) is the center's senior 
viriter-editor.

e ls  a n d— w o rs t  o f  all— th a t  th e  J a p a n e s e  w e re  a b le  to  se ll 
th e m  to  c o n su m e rs  fo r  le s s  th a n  i t  c o s t X e ro x  j u s t  to  b u ild  a  
c o m p a ra b le  m a c h in e . T h e  c h a l le n g e  w a s  s im p le , i f  d a u n t ­
in g : to m a k e  e n o rm o u s  im p ro v em en ts  in  qu a lity  a n d  tim e  to 
m a rk e t a n d , a t  th e  s am e  tim e , to  g re a t ly  re d u c e  c o s t  X e ro x  
w a s  fo rc e d  to  le a r n  to  p r o d u c e  m o re  ( o r  b e t te r )  fo r  le s s .  
A nd  it d id .

T h a t is  p re c is e ly  th e  c h a lle n g e  faced  b y  A m e r ic a n  e d u c a ­
tion . T h e  e c o n om ic  fa c ts  o f  life h av e  d ram a tic a lly  c h a n g e d  
in  re c e n t d e c a d e s , a n d  th e  fa c ts  o f  A m erican  e d u c a tio n  h a v e  
n o t k e p t p a c e . S in c e  1950, th e  p ro p o rt io n  o f A m e r ic a n  jo b s  
av a ilab le  to  p e o p le  w ith  l im ite d  li te ra c y  an d  s t r o n g  b a c k s  
h a s  b e en  s te ad ily  d e c re a s in g , a n d  th e  p ro p o r t io n  re q u ir in g  
h igh -level sk ills  a n d  k n o w le d g e  h a s  b e e n  sw iftly  r is in g . N ev ­
e r t h e l e s s ,  d e s p i t e  a  s low , s t e a d y  r i s e  in  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  
a c h ie v em en t o f o u r  h ig h  s ch o o l g ra d u a te s , a s  e v id e n c e d  by  
th e  r is in g  n u m b e r s  a t te n d in g  co lle g e , th e  N a tio n a l C e n te r  
o n  E d u c a t io n  S ta t i s t i c s  r e p o r t s  th a t  h a l f  o r  m o r e  o f  th e  
y o u n g  p e o p le  w h o  le av e  o u r  h ig h  sch o o ls  w ith  o r  w ith o u t a 
d ip lom a h a v e  n o  m o re  th a n  a n  e ig h th -g ra d e  le v e l o f l i te r ­
a c y -w e l l  b e low  w h a t i t  w ill ta k e  to  la n d  jo b s  t h a t  e n a b le  
w ag e  e a rn e r s  to  s u p p o r t  a  fam ily  ab ove p o v e rty  leve l.

T h e  o n ly  w ay p u b lic  s c h o o ls  w ill s u rv iv e  is  b y  le a rn in g  
h o w  to  e d u c a te  v i r tu a l ly  a ll o f  th e i r  s tu d e n t s  to  a  m u c h  
h ig h e r  s ta n d a r d  a t  a  c o s t  n o  g r e a t e r  th a n  c u r r e n t  c o s ts .  
T h a t 's  w h y  c o m in g  u p  w ith  a n  a d e q u a te  r e s p o n s e  to  th is  
c h a lle n g e  is  n o  fad . I t is  a  m a t te r  o l su rv iv a l. If p u b lic  sch oo l 
d is tr ic ts  d o  n o t m u s te r  a  c re d ib le  re s p o n s e , th e n  th o s e  w ho  
h ave  po litica l p ow e r  w ill o p t o u t  o f  th e  pub lic  s c h o o l sy s tem  
an d  ta k e  a s  m u ch  p u b lic  m o n ey  w ith  th em  a s  th e y  can .

Paving the way

In t l ie  p a st, w h e n  e d u c a to r s  h av e  ta lk ed  a b o u t  a c c o u n t­
ability , th e y  h av e  a s k e d , how  c a n  w e p ro d u ce  p u b lic  d a ta  on
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p e r f o rm a n c e ?  B u t th e  p u b lic  h a s  b e e n  a s k in g  a  d if fe re n t 
q u e s t io n : I f  s tu d e n ts  a re  n o t p e r fo rm in g , w h o  (am on g  tl ie  
p r o f e s s io n a l  e d u c a to rs )  is  r e s p o n s ib le ,  a n d  w h a t  s h o u ld  
h a p p en  to  th em ?  T h e  pub lic  is fed  u p  w ith w h a t it s e e s  a s  
e x c u s e s . I t d em an d s  im p rov ed  s tu d e n t  p e r fo rm a n c e  a t no  
in c re a s e  in  c o s t  P ub lic  e d u c a to rs  d o  th em se lv e s  n o  good  by 
com p la in in g . W h e th e r  w e call it a c co u n tab ility  to  th e  pub lic  
(a s  e d u c a to rs  w ou ld  have it) o r  b e t te r  m an a g em e n t (as b u s i­
n e s s  an d  g o v e rn m e n t w ou ld  h av e  it) , tlie  c h a lle n g e  is to g e t 
m u c h  b e t t e r  r e s u l ts  a t no  in c re a s e  in c o s t  

In  th e  b u s in e s s  w orld , th is  p ro c e s s  b e g in s  w ith  top  m an ­
a g e m e n t  b e in g  v e ry  c le a r  
a s  t o  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n 's  
g o a l s ,  f o rm u la t i n g  th o s e  
g o a ls  in  m e a su ra b le  te rm s , 
c o m m u n ic a t i n g  th e m  
c le a r ly  a n d  fo rce fu lly  to ev ­
e r y o n e  in  t h e  o rgan iza tion , 
a n d  d em o n s tr a t in g  in e v e ry  
c o n c e iv a b l e  w a y  t h a t  t h e  
g o a ls  a r e  n o t  m e re  rh e to r ic  
b u t  r e a l  c o r e  v a lu e s  o n  
w h i c h  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  to p  
m a n a g e m e n t w ill b e  b a se d  
e v e ry  day.

I t  c o n t in u e s  w ith  d e v is ­
i n g  a c c u r a t e  m e a s u r e s  o f  
p e r f o r m a n c e  a g a in s t  t h e  
g o a l s  a n d  t h e n  c o n s t r u c t ­
in g  a  s y s tem  in  w liich  m an ­
a g e r s  p r o d u c e  d a ta  o n  
t h o s e  m e a s u r e s  a n d  s e n d  
t h a t  in fo rm a tio n  d irec tly  to  
th e  p e o p le  w h o  n e e d  i t  T op  
m a n a g e m e n t th e n  s e e k s  to  
m a k e  s u r e  th a t  th e  p eop le  
w h o  a r e  in  d i r e c t  c o n ta c t  
w ith  th e  c u s to m e r  an d  w ho  
a r e  a c tu a lly  m ak in g  th e  p ro d u c ts  a r e  em p ow e re d  to  d ec id e  
h o w  th e  p r o d u c t  w ill b e  m ad e  a n d  h ow  th e  s e rv ic e  will b e  
r e n d e r e d .  T h is  en ta ils  cu ttin g  in te rv e n in g  la y e rs  o f  s ta ff an d  
m a n a g e m e n t an d  g iv ing  re a l a u th o r i ty  o v e r b u d g e t , h iring , 
s ta ff in g , a n d  so  o n  to  th e  p eop le  w h o  p rev io u s ly  w e re  s im ­
p ly  to ld  w h a t to  do.

B u t  n o n e  o f  th is  h a p p en s  un til t h e  new ly  em p ow e re d  p e o ­
p le  o n  th e  f r o n t  l in e  a re  g iv e n  s t r o n g  in c e n t iv e s  to  m ak e  
e v e r y  p o s s ib le  e f f o r t  to  r e a c h  th e  e s ta b l i s h e d  g o a ls . I t  is  
o n ly  b y  c h a n g in g  in c e n tiv e s  th a t  to p  m a n a g em e n t can b e  
s u r e  p e o p le  o n  th e  f ro n t l in e  w ill u s e  th e i r  n ew  pow e r to  
b e n e f i t  th e  o rg an iza tio n . S o  s y s tem s  a r e  s e t  u p  to  m ak e  s u re  
t h a t  u n i t s  in  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  t h a t  m a k e  c o n t in u o u s  im ­
p ro v e m e n ts  a r e  rew a rd ed  an d  th a t  u n i ts  th a t  d o  n o t im prove 
fa c e  c o n se q u e n c e s .

N o w h e re , w e  subm it, a r e  th e s e  id e a s  m o re  ap p licab le  an d  
m o r e  n e e d e d  th a n  in  pub lic  ed u c a tio n , e sp e c ia lly  s in c e  va ri­
o u s  s c h o o l  r e f o rm  e f f o r t s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  20 y e a r s  h a v e  
h e lp e d  p a v ed  th e  w ay  fo r th em .

l h e  f irs t su c h  re fo rm  is  s ite -b a sed  m a n a g em e n t , w h ich  
re s p o n d s  to tlie  ca ll fo r p u sh in g  d e c is io n s  a b o u t how  to  g e t  
t l ie  jo b  d o n e  r ig h t , dow n to  th e  p eop le  m ak in g  th e  p ro d u c t 
o r  re n d e r in g  tlie  se rv ic e . A s  tlie  1986 C a rn e g ie  r e p o r t  A Na­
tion Prepared p o in ted  o u t, tlie  b u r e a u c r a t ic  m o d e  o f m a n ­
a g em e n t th a t d om in a te s  pub lic  e d u c a tio n  m ig h t w ell b e  r e ­
p lac ed  by  som e th in g  th a t lo o k s  m o re  lik e  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l 
p ra c tic e  m odel th a t  c h a ra c te r iz e s  t r u e  p ro fe s s io n s  su c h  a s  
a rc h ite c tu re , m ed ic in e , an d  law. In  th a t m o d e l, th e  facu lty  o f 
tl ie  sch oo l would g e t  to m ak e  tlie  im p o r ta n t d e c is io n s  ab o u t 
h ow  th e  n e e d s  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  c o u ld  b e s t b e  m e t, w ith in  th e

b o u n d s  d e te rm in e d  by  
t h e  s t a n d a r d s  s e t  b y  
t h e  l a r g e r  s y s t e m . 
W h a te v e r  r e w a r d s  
c a m e  f ro m  d o in g  a 
g o o d  jo b  w o u ld  b e  
s h a r e d  am o n g  th e  fa c ­
u lty , a n d  t h e  f a c u l ty  
w o u ld  s u f f e r  w h a te v e r  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  c a m e  
f r o m  a  p o o r  p e r f o r ­
m an ce .

B u t in  th e  re a l w orld , 
s c h o o l b o a r d s  an d  s u ­
p e r i n t e n d e n t s  p ro v e d  
r e l u c t a n t  to  g iv e  u p  
p o w e r  w h e n  t h e y  
w ou ld  s ti l l b e  a c c o u n t­
a b le  in  th e  e n d .  I n ­
s te a d , in  m an y  p la c e s , 
th e y  i n s t i t u t e d  s i te -  
b a s e d  c o u n c i l s  c o m ­
p o s e d  ty p ic a l ly  o f  
t e a c h e r s  a n d  p a r e n t s  
a n d  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  b y  
t h e  p r in c ip a l .  S ad ly , 
th is  c o n c e p tio n  o f  s ite- 

b a s e d  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o d u c e d  t h e  w o r s t  o f  a ll p o s s ib l e  
w o rld s . P ow e r w a s  n o t t r a n s f e r r e d  from  th e  c e n tra l o ffice  to  
t h e  s c h o o l , b e c a u s e  t h e  c e n t r a l  o f f ic e  d id  n o t  t r u s t  t h e  
s c h o o ls  to  do  th e  r ig h t  th in g — n o r  d id  i t  w a n t to  g iv e  u p  
long -h e ld  p ow ers . A ccoun tab ility , in s te ad  o f  b e in g  s t r e n g th ­
e n e d , w as  a c tu a lly  w e ak e n ed . W eak  p r in c ip a ls  in  th is  s y s ­
tem  sim ply  d e fe r re d  to  t l ie  s i te  co un c il, s a y in g  to t l ie  su p e r­
in te n d e n t  w h en  s o m e th in g  w e n t w ro n g , " I k n ew  th a t  w as  
th e  w ro ng  w ay to  go , b u t i t  w as  w h a t  th e  co un c il d e c id ed  to 
d o ."  S tro n g  p rin c ip a ls  s p e n t  m u c h  o f  th e i r  tim e  su b v e r t in g  
tl ie  council to  g e t  i t  to d o  w h a t t h e  p rin c ip a l th o u g h t r i g h t  
T h e  council b e c am e  ju s t a n o th e r  g ro u p  o f  p eop le  w h o  cou ld  
s a y  N o b u t w a s  n o t itse lf a c c o u n ta b le .

M e r it p ay  fo r  te a c h e rs  w a s  th e  s e c o n d  p r e c u r s o r  to  m od ­
e r n  accoun tab ility . Fo llow ing  th e  re le a s e  o f  th e  fam ou s fed ­
e ra l r e p o r t  A Nation at Risk in  1983, m an y  s ta te s  d e c id ed  to  
" g e t to u g h” on  te a c h e r s  a n d  in s is t th a t  th e i r  pay b e  re la te d  
to  th e  qua lity  o f  th e i r  te a c h in g . T e n n e s s e e  took  t l ie  m o s t 
v is ib le  lead  in th is  d ire c tio n , b u t  m an y  o th e r  a re a s  fo llow ed,
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in c lu d in g  loca l s c h o o l d is tr ic ts  su c h  as tl ie  F a irfax  C o u n ty  
(Va.) P u b lic  S ch o o ls .

T e a c h e r s ,  h o w ev e r , h a te d  th is  s y s tem  an d , in  th e  e n d , 
s u c c e s s f u l ly  m o b il iz e d  p o litic a l p ow e r to  d e fe a t it. M a n y  
p e o p le  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  it w ou ld  n e v e r  b e  p o s s ib le  to  l in k  
t e a c h e r  pay  to  s tu d e n t  p e rfo rm a n c e  u n le s s  th e  u n io n s  w e re  
b ro k e n . T h a t  w a s  tl ie  w ro n g  co nc lu s ion . T h e  r e a s o n  th e s e  
m e r i t  p ay  p lan s  fa iled  is  th a t te a c h e r s  p e rc e iv ed  th e m  a s  u n ­
fair. T e a c h e r s  e v e r y w h e r e  h ad  s e e n  p r in c ip a ls  u s in g  t h e i r  
p o w e r  to  rew a rd  th o s e  th e y  b e lieve  to b e  loyal a n d  p u n is h  
t h o s e  th e y  b e lie v e  to  b e  d is loya l. A nd tlie  m e r it p ay  p la n s  
ty p ic a l ly  r e l i e d  o n  p r in c ip a ls  to  m ak e  th e  d e c is io n  a s  to  
w h o s e  te a c h in g  w a s  m e rito r io u s .

T h e  th ird  d e v e lo p m en t th a t la id  th e  g ro u n d w o rk  fo r  th e  
n e w  a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  w a s  th e  m o v e  to w a rd  a c a d e m ic  s t a n ­
d a rd s .  F ro m  P r e s id e n t  B u s h ’s  ca ll to g o v e rn o r s  to  jo in  h im  
a t  th e  n a tio n ’s  f i r s t  e d u c a tio n  sum m it in  1989 to  P r e s id e n t  
C lin to n ’s  ca ll f o r  " n a tio n a l— b u t n o t  fe d e ra l— s ta n d a rd s "  a t  
t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  h i s  s e c o n d  te rm , an  e n o rm o u s  a m o u n t o f  
w o rk  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  b y  s ta te s , a  c o n so r t iu m  o f  s ta te s  a n d  
d is tr ic ts , a n d  n a tio n a l o rg a n iz a tio n s  d e v o ted  to  te a c h in g  in  
t h e  c o re  d isc ip lin e s .

In  th e  e y e s  o f  m a n y  o b s e r v e r s ,  h ow ev e r , t h e  r e s u l t i n g  
s t a n d a r d s  v a r y  w id e ly  in  qua lity . F ew  m a k e  i t  c le a r  w h a t  
k in d  o f  s tu d e n t  w o rk  w ill m e e t  th e  s ta n d a rd s , a n d  few  s ta te s  
h a v e  d e v e lo p e d  a s s e s s m e n t s  t h a t  m a tc h  th e  s t a n d a r d s .  
H e n c e  m o s t  o f  t h e  s ta n d a rd s  a r e  n o  m o r e  th a n  sym b o lic . 
T e a c h e r s  c a n n o t te a c h  to  th em , a n d  few  h av e  an y  in te r e s t  in 
d o in g  so  b e c a u s e  th e y  k n o w  th e ir  p e r fo rm a n c e  w ill b e  m e a ­
s u r e d  by  t h e  t e s t s  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  a d m in is te r— n o t  b y  t h e  
s ta n d a r d s  th e i r  s t a te  h a s  ad o p ted .

T h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  l e s s o n  f ro m  t h e s e  p r e c u r s o r s  to  
t o d a y 's  a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  i s  h o w  w e a k  th e y  a r e  a g a in s t  t h e  
s t r e n g th  o f  th e  s y s tem  th e y  a r e  in te n d e d  to c h a n g e . F ro m  
o n e  en d  o f  th e  n a tio n  to  th e  o the r, th e  b a s ic  m od e l o f sc h o o l 
s y s tem  g o v e rn a n c e  an d  o rgan iza tion  is u n v a ry in g  an d  d e ep ly  
r o o te d . S o  w a s  th e  m a s s  p ro d u c tio n  m od e l in  th e  b u s in e s s  
w o rld . T h e  o n ly  w ay  to  rea lly  c h a n g e  th e  w ay th e  o rg a n iz a ­
t io n  fu n c tio n s  i s  to  s e e  a ll th e s e  c o m p o n e n ts  a s  p a r t  o f  a 
m u c h  la rg e r  d e s ig n  fo r c h a n g in g  th e  w ay  th e  s y s tem  w o rk s .

Three good starts

T h o u g h  n o  s c h o o l d is tr ic t w e know  o f  h a s  s u c c e e d e d  in 
c r e a t in g  th is  la r g e r  d e s ig n , w e  b e liev e  th r e e  c o n tem p o ra ry  
m o d e ls  o f  a c c o u n ta b il i ty  a r e  m u c h  f u r th e r  a lo n g  th a n  th e  
r e s t  T h e y  a r e  t h e  s y s tem s  u s e d  in K en tucky , C h ic ag o , an d  
E dm o n to n  in th e  p ro v in ce  o f A lb e r ta , C anad a .

T h e  la n d m a rk  K e n tu c k y  E d u c a tio n  R e fo rm  A c t o f 1990 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s ix - p a r t  " a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  in d e x .” E v e r y  tw o  
y e a r s ,  s tu d e n t  p r o g r e s s  h a s  b e e n  m e a s u re d  b y  s ta tew id e  
t e s t  s c o r e s  in  re a d in g , m a th , so c ia l s tu d ie s , a n d  s c ie n c e , a s  
w e ll a s  w r itin g  p e r fo rm a n c e  on  o p en -en d ed  te s t  q u e s t io n s , a 
p ro b lem -so lv in g  activ ity , a n d  p o r tfo lio s  o f  s tu d e n t  w o rk . An 
a d d itio n a l s c o r e  h a s  b e e n  fa c to re d  in th a t  m e a s u re s  a t t e n ­
d a n c e  a n d  g ra d u a t io n  r a te s . S ch o o ls  th a t  o u tp e r fo rm  th e i r  
im p ro v e m e n t g o a l s  o n  t h e s e  p u b lic ly  r e le a s e d  s c o r e s  r e ­
c e iv e  c a s h  a w a rd s  f rom  th e  s ta te , w h ic h  th e  fa c u lty  m ay
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c h o o s e  to  p u t  in th e ir  ow n p o c k e ts  in th e  fo rm  o f  s a la r y  
b o n u s e s  o r  in v e s t in s ta f f  d e v e lo pm en t o r  a  sc h o o lw id c  im ­
p r o v e m e n t p ro g ram . In  th is  sy s tem , tl ie  s c h o o ls  h a v e  b e e n  
e s s e n t i a l l y  c o m p e t in g  n o t  a g a in s t e a c h  o th e r  b u t  a g a in s t  
th e i r  ow n  re c o rd , t r y in g  to  d o  b e tte r  e a c h  y e a r  th a n  th e y  
d id  th e  p r e c e d in g  year. T h e  rew a rd s  h av e  g o n e  n o t  to  ind i­
v id u a l t e a c h e r s  b a sed  o n  a  s u p e rv is o r 's  o f te n  b ia s e d  o r  self- 
in t e r e s t e d  a s s e s sm e n t , b u t  on  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  s c o r e s  th a t  
s tu d e n t s  r e c e iv e d  on an  e x te rn a lly  sc o re d  a s s e s s m e n t

K e n tu c k y ’s  s ta tew id e  re fo rm  is n o t ju s t  a  s to r y  o f  r ew a rd s  
f o r  im p r o v e d  p e r f o rm a n c e ;  i t  is  a l s o  a  s t o r y  o f  c o n s e ­
q u e n c e s  f o r  fa ilu re . K e n tu c k y  id e n tif ie s  s c h o o ls  a n d  d i s ­
t r ic ts  t h a t  a r e  n o t  im p ro v in g  o r  a re  a c tu a lly  s lip p in g  b e h in d  
a n d  m a k e s  av a ilab le  h ig h ly  sk ille d  e d u c a to r s  to  s e r v e  a s  
c h a n g e  a g e n t s .  K e n tu c k y  s c h o o ls  t h a t  a r e  u n f o r t u n a t e  
e n o u g h  t o  e a r n  th i s  s t a t u s  u s u a l ly  im p ro v e  q u ic k ly . B u t 
th o s e  t h a t  c o n tin u e  to  p e r f o rm  p o o rly  r i s k  b e in g  r e o r g a ­
n iz e d , a n d  th e i r  s ta ff  m e m b e r s  r is k  d ism issa l.

I f  r e w a r d s  a re  o n e  s id e  o f th e  a c co u n ta b ili ty  co in , p e n a l­
t i e s  a r e  t h e  flip  s id e . In  C h icag o , 1995 r e fo rm s  t h a t  b r o u g h t  
s c h o o ls  u n d e r  d ire c t c o n tro l o f D em o c ra tic  M ay o r  R ich a rd  
D a le y  h a v e  p ro m p te d  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m ’s  C K O  to  p la c e  
m o r e  t h a n  100 sch o o ls  "o n  p ro b a tio n .” S u c h  s c h o o ls  a r e  r e ­
q u i r e d  t o 'g e t  h e lp  f rom  o n e  o f a  n u m b e r  o f  p ro v id e r s  o f  o u t­
s id e  te c h n ic a l a s s is ta n c e  a p p ro v ed  b y  th e  d is t r ic t  c e n tr a l  o f­
f ic e  a n d  a r e  a s s ig n ed  ar. "a c ad em ic  p ro b a tio n  o ff ice r ."  T h is  
o f f ic e r  i s  em p ow e re d  to  re c o m m en d  e x p e d i te d  d ism is s a l o f 
s c h o o l  s ta f f , in c lu d in g  th e  p r in c ip a l, a n d  m u s t  a p p ro v e  o f 
t h e  s c h o o l ’s  p ro g ra m  p la n  a n d  b u d g e t  e v e r y  y e a r  b e fo re  
th e y  a r e  fo rw a rd e d  to  th e  d is t r ic t  c e n t r a l  o ff ic e . S tu d e n ts  
w h o s e  p e r fo rm a n c e  is  ex cep tio n a lly  p o o r  m u s t  a t te n d  a  s p e ­
c ia l s u m m e r  schoo l. S c o re s  o f  p r in c ip a ls  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f 
t e a c h e r s  a r e  a t  r is k  o f  b e in g  d ism is se d  in C h ic ag o  u n d e r  th e  
p ro v is io n s  o f  th is  p la n , a n d  th e i r  s c h o o ls  r e e n g in e e r e d  o r  
r e c o n s t i tu te d .

T h e  d r iv e  fo r  a c co u n tab ility  h a s  n o t b e e n  s im p ly  a  s to ry  
o f  s ta n d a rd s , a s s e s sm e n ts ,  em p ow e rm en t, a n d  r ew a rd s  an d  
c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  h ow ev e r . H o ld in g  p e o p le  a c c o u n ta b le  a lso  
r e q u i r e s  b e in g  c le a r  a b o u t  w ho  is  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  w h a t  T h a t  
is  th e  c e n te rp ie c e  o f  th e  E dm on to n  s y s tem , w h ic h  h a s  re v o ­
lu tio n iz e d  re la tio n s  b e tw e e n  ind iv idua l s c h o o ls  a n d  th e  c e n ­
tra l o ff ic e  an d  a t tra c te d  th e  a tte n tio n  o f s c h o la r s  a n d  p ra c t i­
t io n e r s  f rom  th re e  c o n tin e n ts .

E d m o n to n ’s  p io n e e r in g  s y s tem  s tre am lin e s  th e  o rg a n iz a ­
tio n a l h ie r a rc h y  so  th a t  e v e ry o n e  r e p o r t s  to  ju s t  o n e  “bo ss ."
I t  th e n  a llo c a te s  d is t r ic t  r e s o u r c e s  in d o lla rs  to  t h e  sch oo ls , 
e a c h  o f  w h ich  will b e  h e ld  a c c o u n ta b le  fo r  s tu d e n t  r e s u lts  
o n  b e n c h m a rk e d  te s ts , a s  w e ll a s  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  " c u s tom e r 
s a t is fa c t io n "  s u rv e y s . T h e  s c h o o ls  th e n  a c q u i r e  th e i r  ow n 
p ro fe s s io n a l staff, l e a rn in g  m a te ria ls , e q u ip m e n t, a n d  s u p ­
p lie s , f ro m  te x tb o o k s  to  g lo b e s  to  a r t  s u p p lie s . If th e  sch o o ls  
a r e  g o in g  to  b e  h e ld  a c c o u n ta b le  fo r s tu d e n t  re s u l ts ,  th e  r e a ­
s o n in g  g o e s , th e n  t l ie  s c h o o ls , an d  n o t  th e  c e n t r a l  o ffice , 
s h o u ld  c o n t ro l  th e  m ix  o f  r e s o u r c e s  n e e d e d  to  p ro d u c e  
th o s e  re s u l ts .

T h e  s u p p o r t  fu n c tio n s  in th e  c e n tra l o ff ic e , w h ich  a c coun t 
fo r  b y  f a r  th e  g r e a te s t  f rac tio n  o f c e n tra l o ffice  em p loyee s ,
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m u s t  d e r iv e  th e ir  b u d g e ts  from  th e  d ec is io n s  th a t sch o o ls  
m a k e  a b o u t h ow  to  s p e n d  th e ir  m oney  to g e t re su lts  fo r th e  
s tu d e n ts .  A nd  th e  s c h o o ls  can  ch o o se  to  sp end  th a t m on ey  
o u ts id e  th e  c e n tra l o ff ic e  fo r s e rv ic e s  su ch  a s  tran sp o rta tio n  
o r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c o u n s e l in g .  T h is  sh if t in  b u d g e t p ow e r 
m e a n s  th a t  c e n tra l o ff ic e  s e rv ic e  staffs b ecom e accoun tab le  
to  th e  s c h o o ls  fo r l l ie ir  p e rfo rm an ce . P oo r p e rfo rm an ce  r e ­
s u l t s  in  n o  d o lla rs  a n d  th e re fo re  n o  em p loym en t fo r th e  c e n ­
t r a l  o f f ic e  s e rv ic e  staff.

T h i s  sy s tem , o f  c o u r s e , is  likely to lead to m any  nega tiv e 
e f f e c ts  u n le s s  s ta f f  m e m b e r s  a t local schoo ls  a re  h igh ly  m o ­
tiv a te d  to  m ak e  d e c is io n s  ab o u t th e  use o f  th e ir  n ew  fund s 
o n  th e  b a s is  o f s tu d e n t  a c h ie v em en t r a th e r  th an  th e  conve­
n ie n c e  o r  am b it io n s  o f s e n io r  s ta ff  in  th e  cen tra l office.

I n  all t h r e e  c a s e s— K en tu cky , Chicago , an d  E dm on to n—  
c o n t r o l  o f  th e  p r o g r a m  a n d  b u d g e t o f th e  s c h o o ls  m ov ed  
f ro m  th e  c e n tra l o ff ic e  to  th e  schoo l itself. And in v a ry in g  
d e g r e e s ,  c o n tro l o v e r  th e  re s o u rc e s  h a s  b e en  v e s ted  in th e  
p e r s o n  o r  b o d y  t h a t  w o u ld  g e t  th e  r ew a rd s  fo r g o o d  r e ­

s u l ts—or su ffe r th e  c o n se q u e n c e s  if re su lts  w e re  poo r. In all 
o f th e s e  c a se s , too , m any  o r  all o f th e  ru le s  an d  re g u la tio n s  
th a t had b e en  in p la c e  to  d e te rm in e  th e in p u ts  in to  th e  e d u ­
ca tional p ro c e s s  w e re  sw e p t away. In th e ir  p lac e  w as  pu t a 
s e t o f in cen tiv e s  re la te d  to  th e  s c h o o ls ’ s u c c e s s  o r  fa ilu re  in 
p ro du c in g  re su lts .

Putting the p iece s together

W hat w ou ld  an  id ea l re la tio n sh ip  b e tw een  th e  c e n tra l of­
fice and ind iv idua l s c h o o ls  look lik e  u n d e r  a  f irs t-c la ss  a c ­
co un tab ility  sy s tem ? In th e  box  on  th is  p a g e  w e s k e tc h  s u c h  
a re la tio n sh ip .

A lm ost e v e ry  p ie c e  o f  th is  sy s tem  is in p la c e  s o m ew h e re  
in th e  U n ited  S ta te s  o r  in tl ie  w orld . B u t th e r e  is n o t  y e t an y  
p lac e  w h e re  s t ro n g  in c e n tiv e s  fo r s tu d e n ts  to  a c h ie v e  h ave 
b e en  com b in ed  w ith  s t ro n g  in cen tiv e s  fo r tlie  p ro fe s s io n a l 
s ta ff to h e lp  s tu d e n ts  a ch iev e . W hen  th e s e  e le m e n ts  a re  fi­
n a lly  c o m b in e d , w e  w ill b e  w a tc h in g  f o r  u n p r e c e d e n te d  
g a in s  in s tu d e n t p e rfo rm a n c e . ❖
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S S H B  5 - T u i t i o n  V o u c h e r s  

N E A - A l a s k a  P o s i t i o n  S t a t e m e n t

'V

SSHB 5 is an attempt to provide low income Alaskans with an education 
voucher of an undetermined amount to educate children at home or at a 
private school. NEA-Alaska opposes SSHB 5 because it is unconstitutional, 
vouchers are too expensive and vouchers will not improve student 
performance in Alaska’s public schools.
ArtiGle-IX,-sec_6, Constitution of the State of Alaska states, “no money shall 
be paid from public funds for the direct benefit of any religious or other 
private educational institution.”
At a time when the State of Alaska is faced with a SI billion deficit, a 
voucher proposal extending public funding to children enrolled in private 
and denominational schools and home schools is an extravagance we cannot 
afford. Our schools are not adequately and equitably funded now.
At a time when our public schools are required to set new educational 
standards and will be requiring students to pass difficult graduation 
examinations, weakening educational opportunities of public school children 
by diverting fiscal resources from public school classrooms to private and 
home providers is counter productive. Taking money away from these 
efforts and giving it to students who aren’t required to meet similar 
standards, pass tests or improve learning is inconsistent with the legislature’s 
quality school initiative embodied in SB 36. Giving public money to private 
and home schools that have no accountability to the public or have no 
requirement to meet quality school standards is a poor exercise in fiscal and 
instructional responsibility.
How much will SSHB 5 cost? In 1997, a year for which data exists, there 
were 157,691 children between the ages of 5 and 19 of which 129,940 were
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i n s t ead  o f  a p u b l i c  educat i on o r  i f  cu rren t fu nd in g  i s  diverted fro m  p u b l i c  

c la s s r o o m s  to pay lo r  the v o u ch e r , urban s c h o o ls  wi l l  be hurt mos t .

The only variable limiting voucher distribution is a parent's standing in 
relation to the federal poverty line. Mow many Alaskans with school age 
children fall above or below this line? SSHB 5 invites those with household 
incomes greater than 200 times the federal poverty guideline to receive an 
education voucher. The poverty level for a family of four in 1997, as 
reported by the Census Bureau, was $16,400. We assume that any 
household of four with income of $32,800 or less would qualify for a no 
strings attached cash voucher. If the 1997 Alaska per capita income is 
$24,945, how many parents will qualify?
A significant barrier for low-income families seeking greater choices for 
their child’s education is lack of transportation. Many families do not have 
the means to provide transportation for their children to attend other school 
alternatives, let alone private schools. The bill seems to accommodate 
greater benefit to those who educate at home.
If only a modest sum of money is appropriated for SSHB 5’s voucher 
program, me bill provides for an unencumbered incentive for any qualifying 
parent to apply to receive the education cash. As the legislature demands 
greater accountability from schools, it makes no sense to add to the cost of 
education through cash vouchers.
Currently schools are working to implement new standards, preparing 
students to pass exit exams and designing new curriculum and opportunities 
for children. We oppose weakening those efforts through vouchers.
We believe in a strong system of public education. Schools have been 
critical to Alaska’s economic, social and cultural development. Public 
education is critical to our state’s future and its continued development. 
Public schools demonstrate the very spirit of our democracy by accepting 
and educating all students regardless of means or position in life. If our state 
does not continue to inspire that purpose, our most precious resource, our 
children, will be wasted.
NEA-Alaska wants to provide A+ Schools for Alaska’s Kids. Cash 
vouchers do not contribute to making our schools A+.
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R ^ : l d H p t i s e  B i l l  5 -  S p o n s o r  s u b s t i tu te

P l e a s e  a c c e p t  t h e s e  T h o u g h ts  r e g a rd in g : S p o n s o r  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  5 ".A n a c t 
r e l a t i n g  t o  v o u c h e r s  f o r  e d u c a t io n ; a n d  p r o v id in g  f o r  an  e f f e c t iv e  d a t e ."

W e. a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  th e  le g is la tu r e  r e la t iv e  to  im p r o v in g  e -d u c a tio n  o f  
A l a s k a ’s  c h i ld r e n  I r  is  in c u m b e n t  o n  a ll c i t iz e n s  o f  o u r  g r e a t  s t a te  to  m a k e  e v e ry  
r e a s o n a b le  e f f o r t  to  p r o v id e  a q u a l i ty  e d u c a t io n  fo r  o u r  c h i ld re n .

It is d i f f i c u l t  to  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  th is  l e g i s l a t iv e  a c t  w ill m e e t  th a t  S ta n d a rd  T h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  s e e m s  to  b e  p r e d ic a te d  o n  th e  b e l i e f  th a t  h o m e  s c h o o l in g  a n d / o r  a p r iv a te  
s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v id e  a n  e d u c a t io n  eq 'ca l t o  o r  b e t t e r  th a n  th a t  p r o v id e d  b v  
t h e  A la s k a n  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls .  E d u c a t io n a l  s tu d ie s  d o  n o t  s u p p o r t  th a t b e l i e f .  T o  o u r  
knowledge t h e r e  is  n o  v a l id a te d  r e s e a r c h  c o m p a r in g  h o m e  s c h o o l in g  a c h ie v e m e n t  in 
A la s k a  to  th a t  o f  th e  p u b l ic  s c h o o ls
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M y  f a m i ly  a n d  I m o v e d  u p  h e r e  l a s t  O c to ­
b e r  f r o m  A r iz o n a . I 'm  w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  s o le ­
ly  a s  a  c o m p l im e n t .  N e v e r  in  t h e  L o w e r  48 
h a v e  I s e e n  m o r e  c o u r t e o u s ,  c o n c e r n e d  a n d  1 
c a r i n g  c i t i z e n s  o n  to p ic s  t h a t  m o s t  G o d - f e a r -  | 
in g  A m e r i c a n s  t a k e  f o r  g r a n t e d .  A s  a  f a t h e r  i 
o f  t h r e e ,  I h a v e  f o u n d  y o u r  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  h a s  
e x c e e d e d  m y  e x p e c t a t i o n s  ( T u m a g a i n  E le - t 
m e n t a r y ,  s p e c i f i c a l ly ) .  I a l s o  h a v e  n e v e r  s e e n  I 
m o r e  e x a m p le s  o f  n e i g h b o r  h e lp in g  n e ig h b o r  i 
o n  a  d a y - to -d a y  b a s i s .  i

C le a r ly  o u r  s y s t e m  o f  t h i n g s  d o  n e e d  a  l i t ­
t l e  “f ix in g ,"  b u t  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  I f e e l  th i s  
c i t y  h i s  m o s t  o f  i t s  a c t  t o g e t h e r .  B e l ie v e  m e , 
I ’v e  s e e n  w o r s e  in  A r iz o n a .  I j u s t  f e l t  t h e  n e e d  
to  b e  o n  t h e  r e c o r d  f o r  t h i s  c i t y  t h a t  m y  f a m ­
i ly  a n d  I h a v e  a d o p t e d  a n d  c a l l  h o m e . A n ­
c h o r a g e  m a y  b e  a  c o ld  l a n d ,  b u t  i t ’s  p e o p le  
h a v e  a  w a rm  h e a r t .

A n c h o r a g e  h a s  a  w a r m  h e a r t

Deciderio Gonzalez & family 
Anchorage ■



3 TUc 1: ro FI! HELENS ANTSL SHOCKS ESC. •AX S3. 907 716 3247 F. !

A l a s k a  S t a t e  Le g isla t u r e

P'eiae wtw Into too record my testimony to ttia
commfttaa n a m e t s v i t S L s

committee o n  ^  ^A -eA c-A - ( f a )  f _f ____________

bill/su&ject

Signed:

o A g /r  _________________________________

R»priienting"{OptJori8]) Z  ~  ~ ~ ~  _

/ f c J T L  7 S 7 k  . ? t & V 4

>? * f ) 7 K z ~  )  j & ° 7 )  l ¥ C  - t f *  7

Phone No.
*

VM itfv iw *  ir»ct*»»e# Oit*»

, f t  . j  r t O T O O iC i n o  • ' ' I  WVIJ « * • ’  ««■'»"» H i  : * • » «  m r  e e . o t . o o j

09199X9/.0B '?‘l XV3 on HSiytl iw ?nl wmh-3--



R o n a l d  N o r d q u l s t

From: Ronald Nordquisl <ron.freda@woridnel.Bt1.net>
To:_Vich_KohrinQ(@leois.sl8t0 .8 k.us
Subject: ron.freda@woridnet.8tt.net
D ato : T u e sd o y , F e b ru a ry  2 3 .1 9 9 9  12:18 PM

In regard to Sponsor Substitute For House Bill No. 5

Education Vouchers

We are very much in favor of the voucher program. We have two young girts 
that are in a private school due to unhappy experiences with the Anchorage 
School District.

It would be very nice to have assistance in paying our education bills. We 
are property owners, also business owners, and we feel lhal we do pay more 
than our share in school taxes.

The Anchorage School District yearly budget is more than out o f control.

Monies should be put fo r the studenls education, NOT for oversizod 
Administration and their benefits.

It Is very important that something be done about the cost of education in 
the State of Alaska, mostly in the Anchorage area.

The Nordquists

Ronald and Freda

Page 1
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Date: Feb. 23,1999
To: H epresentatiue Uic Kohring
From: Donna 0 Bill UJaiker

2234 Kissee Ct.
Anchorage, flk. 99517 

Re: Education Uoucbers

Thank you fo r sponsoring HB5. life support your e ffo rt 
uiholeheartedly. Rli four of our children recelued th e ir elem en tary 
education at Sonrise Christian School & it mas the b est decision me 
could haue made fo r them . When Polaris K-12 opened seu eral y ears 
ago me thought this m ight proufde a com parable education as it mas 
uery d ifficu lt paying tuition fo r 4 children. But a fte r  one y e a r, me 
moued them back to Sonrise—there sim ply mas no com parison to the 
quality of education a t Sonrise. Rs our children haue moued into 
ju n io r high & high school, they continue to be eHcellent stu d en ts & 
are uery Inuolued in school, church & com m unity a ctiu itie s. LUe 
credit the m onderful foundation they receiued a t Sonrise fo r  much o f 
th eir su ccess. The public school sy stem  could learn alot from  some 
o f th ese small priuate schools th at g e t by on a shoestring budget but 
prouide an outstanding education program . Education uouchers mill 
m ake this a uiable option fo r others.



2/18/99

Dear Representative Kohring,

I'm  w riting concerning H ouse b ill 5. M y son s are 16 and 18  years old and have been in 

private sch o o ls their entire liv e s. M y  oldest son w ill start collage for an Engineering 
D egree next fall at U A A , the other i s  st ill considering what he w ill do. Private education 

is  a f in e  place fo r children to learn. W e have bome the cost our se lves and have been 
happy to do so . I  do believe that we as citizens all have a right to the same funding 

re so u rce s regardless o f where we choose to send our kids to school.

Thank you for your work on this b ill.

Thank you,

Dan Sh ively  

PO Box 8 7 6 1 37  
W asilla , A K  99687



Su b ject : S S H B 5  S ch o o l V ouchers 
Date: Thu , 18  Feb 1999 09:51 : 22 -0900 

F ro .n : K a rl.S ch le ich @ M SB .M a t-Su .k l2 .a k .u s (Karl  Seh lcich)
T o : House H E S S  Committee M em bers:;

TO; H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  & Social S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  Memb ers
A l a s k a  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

FM: L e y  S c h l e i c h , M H A ,  CHES
P. 0. B o x  874216,
W a s i l l a ,  A K  99687- 42 16

H o n o r a b l e  H o u s e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  Me mbers,

Th i s  is a f o l l o w - u p  to m y  t e s t i m o n y  F e b r u a r y  1 5 t h  d u r i n g  the H o u s e  H E S S  
h e a r i n g  o n  S S H B 5 , S c h o o l  Vou che rs . A t  the h e a r i n g  I h a d  o n l y  t i m e  to 
c o m m e n t  t h a t  I w a s  p l e a s e d  to h e a r  the r i g h t  q u e s t i o n s  b e i n g  a s k e d  a b o u t  
Mr. K o h r i n g’s v o u c h e r  legislation. T h e  c o n c e r n s  r a i s e d  b y  Mr. R o s e  
e s p e c i a l l y  m i r r o r e d  m y  own. I w o u l d  li k e  to e x p a n d  o n  m y  t h o u g h t s  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  v o u c h e r  proposal.

I a g r e e  t h a t  " e d u c a t i o n  for our c h i l d r e n  is s o  i m p o r t a n t  that b e t t e r  w a y s  
to i m p r o v e  u p o n  it m u s t  be found" (Mr. K o h r i n g ' s  words). T w e a k i n g  th e 
s y s t e m  i s n ' t  e n o u g h ;  d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e s  a r e  n e e d e d  to m a k e  ou r e d u c a t i o n  
s y s t e m  s o m e t h i n g  in w h i c h  w e  can be f u l l y  c o n f i d e n t  a n d  proud. T h e  s o o n e r  
t h e  bett er .

M y  two c h i l d r e n  g o  to a " g o v er nm en t s c h o o l "  b e c a u s e  their p a r e n t s  w a n t  
t h e m  to b e c o m e  e d u c a t e d  a n d  be l i e v e  th a t  o u r  p u b l i c  s c h ool s can d o  th e job. 
Period. I s u b m i t  t h a t  this is t h e  r e a s o n  a l m o s t  all c h i l d r e n  g o  to school. 
W e  h a v e  t h e  m e a n s  to h a v e  c h o s e n  a n y  of the a l t e r n a t i v e s  to p u b l i c  s c h o o l  
here. W e  e x a m i n e d  t h e m  a n d  r e j e c t e d  t h e m  i n  f a v o r  of the p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  
T h e  c l a i m  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  laws r a t h e r  tha n c h o i c e  c om p e l  p e o p l e  to s e n d  
th ei r c h i l d r e n  t o  " g o v e r n m e n t  schools" d i s r e g a r d s  an i n h e r a n t  b e l i e f  in 
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  that m o s t  of m y  f r ie nds  a n d  I s t i l l  feel. T h e  s t a t e m e n t s  
s o u n d  s i m i l a r  t o  w h a t  I h a v e  r e a d  f ro m  M i l t o n  F r i e d m a n  and  o t h e r s . I w o u l d  
a s k  them, a s  I a s k  you: if p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  w e r e  p r o d u c i n g  a d e q u a t e l y  
e d u c a t e d  g r a d u a t e s ,  w o u l d  w e  be c h a l l e n g i n g  w h e t h e r  c o m p u l s o r y  e d u c a t i o n  is 
a  g o o d  t h i n g ?

I s t r o n g l y  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  the  p r e m i s e  t h a t  p a r e n t s  s h o u l d  be  e x e m p t  f r o m  
p a y i n g  for p u b l i c  s ch oo ls  if t he ir  c h i l d r e n  d o  n o t  a t t e n d  one. Is it n o t  
i n  the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of  all  m e m b e r s  o f  s o c i e t y  to h a v e  an e d u c a t e d  
p o p u l a c e ?  Is n o t  e d u c a t i o n  the v e r y  f o u n d a t i o n  u p o n  w h i c h  d e m o c r a c y  r e s t s ?  
T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  the n e e d  for a n  e d u c a t e d  p o p u l a t i o n  of v o t e r s  w a s  t h e  
m o t i v a t i o n  fo r t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of a p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  in  o u r  c o u n t r y  in 
the  f i r s t  p l a c e .  (Interestingly, a p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  w as  c r e a t e d  in 
r e s p o n s e  to t h e  p e r c e i v e d  f a i lu re of t he  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  to e d u c a t e  kids.) 
G i v e n  this, e d u c a t i n g  our n a t i o n ' s  y o u t h  t h e n  m u s t  be see n as the 
o b l i g a t i o n  o f  e v e r y  c i t i z e n  of this land, w h e t h e r  or n o t  t h e y  c h o o s e  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  o w n  c h i l d r e n  a n d  indeed, w h e t h e r  o r  not  t h e y  e v e n  h a v e  
ch i l dr en .

I b e l i e v e  t h e  v o u c h e r  s y s t e m  is the w r o n g  r e m e d y  for our e d u c a t i o n  w o e s  for 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s :

1) It w i l l  u n d e r m i n e  c u r r e n t  p o s i t i v e  r e f o r m  e f f o r t s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r
way. T h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  s a w  fit to e nac t the m a n d a t e d  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  o t h e r  
p i e c e s  o f  t h e  Q u a l i t y  S c h o o l s  I ni tiative. T h e  as se ssments, c u r r i c u l u m  
al ig n m e n t ,  a n d  m o d i f i c a t i o n  of t e a c h i n g  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  is a h u g e  
u n d e r t a k i n g  s t a t e w i d e .  To lay  v ouchers, c o m p l e t e  w i t h  DOE  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  
ove rs i g h t ,  o v e r  the  Q S I  effor ts  w o u l d  d o  it i n  b e f o r e  w e  e v e n  h a v e  a c h a n c e
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to m a k e  it work. I w o u l d  add that it w o u l d  d i m i n i s h  the c r e d i b i l i t y  o£ the 
L e g i s l a t u r e :  w h y  d i d  y o u  en d o r s e  QSI if y o u  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  it w i l l  result in 
c h a n g e ?

2) It l ac k s  a s s u r a n c e s  that the e d u c a t i o n  d o l l a r s  w i l l  a c t u a l l y  be 
s p e n t  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  fails to a s s u r e  that the e d u c a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  w ould 
be w h a t  c h i l d r e n  d e s e r v e  a n d  need. S u r e  som e  of the m o n e y  w o u l d  be used  
e x a c t l y  as y o u  an d  I w o u l d  w a n t  it used, bu t  n o t  in all cases. Vouchers 
w o u l d  p r e s e n t  too b i g  of an i n c e n t i v e  for e c o n o m i c a l l y  s t r u g g l i n g  or g re e d y  
i n d i v i d u a l s  to m i s u s e .  R e g u l a t i n g  this w o u l d  be an e x p e n s i v e  n i g h t m a r e  for 
DOE. F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  p r i v a t e  or o ther 
e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  to be h e l d  to the s a m e  s t a n d a r d s  w e  require of our 
p u b l i c  s c ho o l s ,  a n d  l e a v e s  m u c h  o p p o r t u n i t y  for w h a t  I c a l l  "educational 
a b u s e  o r  n e g l e c t , "  w h e t h e r  i n t e n t i o n a l  or not. T h e  v o u c h e r  a p p r o a c h 
d i s c o u n t s  a n d  l e a v e s  v u l n e r a b l e  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  w h o s e  f a m i l y  s i tuation is 
s u b o p t i m a l ,  w h o s e  p a r e n t s  or g u a r d i a n s  c a n n o t  o r  w ill n o t a c t  in their 

c h i l d ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t .

3) I t  d i v i d e s  r a t h e r  than unifi e s.  Mr. K o h r i n g ' s  " d e l i g h t f u l  range of 
e d u c a t i o n a l  s e t t i n g s "  to m e  is m i s g u i d e d  l a b e l i n g  a n d  h o m o g e n e o u s  grouping. 
I b e l i e v e  o u r  c h i l d r e n  (and indeed, a d u l t s  too) n e e d  to l e a r n  the skills of 
l i v i n g  in a d i v e r s e  p o p u l a t i o n .  Thi s  is n o  s m a l l  t a s k  a n d  c a n n o t  be 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  if w e  h a v e  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t s  tha t  d o n ' t  e m b r a c e  a full 
v a r i e t y  o f  k i d s  w i t h  m a n y  k inds of b a c k g r o u n d s  a n d  a full a r r a y  of talents 
a n d  ne e d s.  I t h i n k  w e  c a n  o f f e r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  p a r e n t s  a d e q u a t e  choices of 
pr o g r a m s ,  t e a c h er s ,  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  s a c r i f i c i n g  t h e  benefits of 
l i v i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  together. Indeed, I b e l i e v e  kids l e a r n  b e t t e r  w h e n  
t h e y  a r e  i n  a h e t e r o g e n e o u s  setting, as l o n g  as t h e ir  c l a s s m a t e s  can 
d e m o n s t r a t e  g o o d  l e a r n i n g  behavior.

4 ) It w o u l d  l e a d  to inequa l i t y .  I f e a r  that v o u c h e r s'  d r a i n  on the 
p u b l i c  s c h o o l  r e s o u r c e s  w o u l d  n e g a t i v e l y  a f f e c t  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i nstruction 
to the p o i n t  tha t  m a n y  of the h i g h e r - a c h i e v i n g  k i d s  w o u l d  b a i l  o u t  of 
p u b l i c  sc h o o l s ,  l e a v i n g  the l o w e r  a c h i e v i n g  s t u d e n t s  w i t h o u t  role models 
a n d  h i g h  s t a n d a r d s ,  s e t t i n g  off a p o w e r f u l  d o w n w a r d  s p i r a l  of  p e r f o r m a n c e  
a n d  c o n t i n u e d  e x o d u s  o f  a c h i e v i n g  students. A n d  too, the m o r e  skillful 
t e a c h e r s  w o u l d  l i k e l y  b e c o m e  d i s c o u r a g e d  or b e  o f f e r e d  a  m o r e  attr a c t i v e 
j o b  i n  a n  " a l t e r n a t i v e "  site, a n d  we w o u l d  e x p e r i e n c e  a d r a i n  of teaching 
t a l e n t  in t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  as well.

W h y  w o u l d n ' t  it b e  t h e  "difficult" s t u d e n t s  that w o u l d  s e e k  alter n a t iv e s ?  
B e c a u s e  as I u n d e r s t a n d  the v o u c h e r  s y s t e m  n o n - p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  w o u l d  be free 
t o  d e n y  e n t r a n c e  or to e x p e l  t h e s e s t u d e n t s  if t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e  or 
b e h a v i o r  w a s  d e e m e d  u n w o r t h y  or if the s c h o o l  wa s not p r e p a r e d  to address 
th e  c h i l d ' s  s p e c i f i c  ne ed s .  A n d  these s t u d e n t s  c a n  c h a l l e n g e  even the best 
a n d  b e s t  i n t e n t i o n e d  h o m e s c h o o l  p a r e n t / t e a c h e r . Ev e n t u a l l y,  I believe 
t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  b a c k  in th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c la s s r o o m s .  W o u l d  their 
v o u c h e r  m o n e y  f o l l o w  t hem?

T h e s e  a r e  m y  m a j o r  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  the v o u c h e r  s y s t e m  of e d ucation. I 
b e l i e v e  the m o t i v a t i o n  to tr y  v o u c h e r s  as a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o m e s  from a true 
d e s i r e  to i m p r o v e  ou r  c h i l d r e n’s education. I a p p r e c i a t e  the f rustration 
o f  f r i e n d s  a n d  a q u a i n t a n c e s  wh o  h a v e  s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  m e e t i n g  their 
c h i l d r e n ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  needs. A n d  a l t h o u g h  ou r  o w n  c h i l d r e n  are thriving 
i n  school, I c a n ' t  s a y  that we w o u l d  n e v e r  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  a 
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  of s c h o o l i n g .  B u t  I t h i n k  i t ’s w r o n g  to lo o k  to the
g o v e r n m e n t  to p a y  for it. V o u c h e r s  m a y  b e  g o o d  for s o m e  kids, but they are
n o t  in the b e s t  i n t e r e s t  of c h i l d r e n  in general, a n d  t h e y  c a n  div er t  our 
a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  m a k i n g  t h e n e c e s s a r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e f o r m s  in p u b l i c  education.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  m y  views. I look f o r w a r d  to f o l l o w i n g  this i s s u e
a s  it u n f o l d s  in J u n e a u  an d  our o w n  co m m u n i t y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

of 3 2/19/995:06 PM



L e y  S c h l e i c h

P.S. I r e a l i z e  that b e i n g  m a r r i e d  to a public school p r i n c i p a l  m a k e s  me 
v u l n e r a b l e  to h a v i n g  m y  o p i n i o n  d i s m i s s e d  as biased or s e l f - s e r v i n g .
P l e a s  ; c o n s i d e r  m y  t h o u g h ts  o n  t h e i r  own merit, a n d  k n o w  tha t  I a m  m a n y  
t h i n g s  in a d d i t i o n  to the w i f e  of  a school a d m i nistrator. My h u s b a n d  a n d  I 
d o n ' t  a g r e e  o n  all matters, a n d  I a m  sp e a k i n g  for myself. I h a v e  a long 
h i s t o r y  of s p e a k i n g  out o n  a v a r i e t y  of pub l i c  p o l i c y  c o n c e r n s  a n d  h o p e  y o u  
w i l l  a c c e p t  m y  c o m m e n t s  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to m y  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  m y  husband.
I n  the s a m e  vein, I h o p e  y o u  d o n ' t  dism i s s  the c o m m en t s  of all p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  e m p l o y e e s  us u n i o n - f e d  s e l f - s e r v i n g  bureaucrats. I t h i n k  m e m b e r s  
o f  b o t h  "sides" of this i s s u e  h a v e  useful insights a n d  v a l i d  p o i n t s  to m ake.



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kohrinj* H

F r o m : Ms F r a n c e s  J a c o b s o n  T elephone: 3 7 6 - 8 2 3 9

P O B  8 7 4 1 5 2

W a s i l l a ,  A K  9 9 6 87  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r :  U

Bill: H B  5 T i t l e :  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

I  E N C O U R A G E  Y O U  T O  V O T E  A G A I N S T  H B  5  O N  T W O  P O I N T S :  1 -  V O U C H E R S  W I L L  
A L L O W  P U B L I C  M O N E Y  T O  S U P P O R T  P R I V A T E  I N S T I T U T I O N S ,  W H I C H  W O U L D  B E  
C O N T R A R Y  T O  T H E  C O N S T I T U T I O N ;  2 -  P R I V A T E  E D U C A T I O N A L  I N S T I T U T I O N S  A R E  
N O T  C U R R E N T L Y  H E L D  T O  T H E  S A M E  S T A N D A R D  O F  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  A S  A R E  
P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  A N D  E D U C A T I O N A L  D O L L A R S  S H O U L D  P R O V I D E  
A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y .

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  POM I D :  607 D i s t r i b u t i o n :  32

j M a i n  M e n u  , J” S t o r e”All | , J S t o r e  T h i s  O n e  I . | P r e v  PO M  j . | N e x t  POM

M e s s a g e  2 o u t  o f  12.

2/17/99 09:28 A M



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g H

From: M s  C a r l a  T a k e s i t a  T e l e p h on e :  7 4 5 - 3 5 8 9

367 N  V a l l e y  W a y

Palmer, A K  9 9 6 4 5  N O N  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r :  U

Bill: H B  5 T i t l e :  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

I  A S K  Y O U  T O  V O T E  N O  O N  H B  5 .

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  POMID: 641 D i s t r i b u t i o n :  18

| M a i n  M e n u  \ . | S t o r e  A l l  • . j S t o r e  This^ O n e  ; . j P r e v P O M  . | N e x t

M e s s a g e  1 2  o u t  o f  1 2.

P O M. . . . . .

2/17/99 09:30 A M



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g H

F r o m :  M s  L a u r e l  F o r t u n o f f  T e l e p h o n e :  3 76 - 1 2 9 8

5 0 1  M c A d o o  W a y

W a s i l l a ,  A K  9 9 6 5 4  N O N  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r :  Y

B i l l :  H B  5 T i t l e :  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

I  A M  U R G I N G  A L L  O F  Y O U  T O  V O T E  A G A I N S T  H B 5 . 1  D O N ' T  F E E L  W E  C A N  A F F O R D  T O  
G I V E  M O N E Y  T O  P R I V A T E  S C H O O L S  A T  T H I S  T I M E .  I  M O S T  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  D O  N O T  
F E E L  W E  C A N  S U P P O R T  P R I V A T E  S C H O O L S  W H E N  W E  C A N N O T  S U P P O R T  O U R  
P U B L I C  S C H O O L S Y S T E M .  I  A M  N O T  A W A R E  O F  A N Y  S T U D I E S  R E G A R D I N G  T H I S  T Y P E  
O F  P I L O T  P R O G R A M  S H O W I N G  A N Y  P O S I T I V E  I M P A C T  O N  T H E  E D U C A T I O N A L  
S Y S T E M .

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  PO M I D :  638 D i s t r i b u t i o n :  12

j M a i n  M e n u  . J S t o r e  A l l  j . J S t o r e  T h i s  O n e  • . | P r e v  P O M  j . | N e x t  P O M  j

M e s s a g e  1 1  o u t  o f  12.

ofl 2/17/99 09:30 A M

i



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g H

F r o m :  M o  M a r y  K a y  F l y n n  T e l e p h o n e :  7 4 5 - 4 5 8 8

P O B  1 4 1 5

P a l m e r ,  A K  9 9 6 4 5  N O N  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r :  U

B i l l :  H B  5 T i t l e :  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

U R G I N G  Y O U  T O  V O T E  N O  O N  H B  5 . 1  A M  A D A M A T E L Y  O P P O S E D ,

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  PO M I D :  633 D i s t r i b u t i o n :  18

I M a i n  M e n u  ; . | S t o r e  A l l  . | S t o r e  T h i s  O n e  . |1 P r e v  POM  . |

M e s s a g e  1 0  o u t  o f  12.

2/17/99 09:30 A M



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g H

From: M r s  P a t t i e  H a u g o m  T e l e p h o n e :  00 0 - 0 0 0 0

307 N  C h u g a c h

P a l m e r ,  A K  9 9 6 4 5  N O N  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  Vo t er :  Y

B i l l :  H B  5 T i t l e :  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

I  A M  V E H E M E N T L Y  O P P O S E D  T O  T H E  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  P R O P O S A L  S P O N S O R E D  B Y  
R E P  K O H R I N G .  S U C H  A  S Y S T E M  W O U L D  P U T  A N  E N D  T O  P U B L I C  E D U C A T I O N  I N  
A L A S K A .  P U B L I C  E D U C A T I O N  I S  O N E  O F  T H E  F E W  T H I N G S  T H A T  D O E S  W O R K  W E L L  
I N  A  S T A T E  A S  W I D L Y  D I V E R S I F Y  A S  O U R S .  I F  T H I S  L E G I S L A T I O N  W E R E  T O  
P A S S , A L A S K A N  C H I L D R E N  W O U L D  Q U I C K L Y  F A L L  B E H I N D  T H E  R E S T  O F  T H E  
N A T I O N  I N  E D U C A T I O N .

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  P OM I D :  628 D i s t r i b u t i o n :  12

j M a i n  M e n u  '• . | S t o r e  A l l  . J S t o r e  T h i s  O n e  j . [ P r e v  P O M  j . | N e x t  P O M  j

M e s s a g e  9 o u t  o f  12.

2717/99 09:30 A M



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g H

F r o m :  M o  M a r g a r e t  K e n s h a l o

P O  B o x  1 5 8 6

P a l m e r ,  A K  9 9 6 4 5  N O N  C o n s t i t u e n t

B i l l :  H B  5 T i t l e :  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

I  A M  V E R Y  M U C H  A G A I N S T  T H I S  L E G I S L A T I O N .

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  P O M I D :  625

T e l e p h o n e :  7 4 5 - 3 1 1 5  

R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r :  Y

D i s t r i b u t i o n :  12

j M a i n  M e n u  . | S t o r e  A l l  . | S t o r e  T h i s  O n e  . | P r e v  P O M  ' . j POM

M e s s a g e  8 o u t  o f  1 2 .

of 1 2/17/99 09:30 A M



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a l i v c  K o h r i n g H

F r o m :  M b S u s a n  B l a n t o n  T e l e p h o n e :  7 3 3 - 2 1 4 2

P O B  1 0 2 7

T a l k e e t n a ,  A K  99676 N O N  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  Vo t e r :  U

B i l l :  H B  5 Title: V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

U R G I N G  Y O U  T O  V O T E  N O  O N  H B  5 . 1  D O N ’T  B E L I E V E  I N  F U N D I N G  P R I V A T E  
I N S T I T U T I O N S  W I T H  P U B L I C  M O N E Y .

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  POMID: 622 D i s t r i b u t i o n :  18

f M a i n  M e n u  . | S t o r e  A l l  ? „ | S t o r e  T h i s  O n e  r . J P r e v  P O M  , | N e x t  P O M

M e s s a g e  7 o u t  o f  12.

2/17/99 09:29 A M



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g H

From: M r  C a r y  B i r d s a l l  T o l e p h o n o :  7 3 3 - 1 0 3 2

P O B  40 3

T a l k e e t n a ,  A K  9 9 6 7 6  N O N  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r :  U

B i l l : H B  5 T i t l e :  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

I  U R G E  Y O U  T O  P L E A S E  V O T E  A G A I N S T  H B  5 .  I T  I S  D E S T R U C T I V E  T O  F U N N E L  P U B L I C  
E D U C A T I O N  M O N E Y  I N T O  P R I V A T E  E N T E R P R I S E .

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  POMID: 6 2 1  D i s t r i b u t i o n :  34

| M a i n  M e n u  \ . | S t o r e  Al l  j . j S t o r e  T h i s  O n e  , J P r e v  POM ' , | N e x t  P O M  I

M e s s a g e  6 o u t  o f  12.

2/17/99 09:29 A M



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g
H

F r o m :  M r s  M a r g a r e t  L E g e l u s  T e l e p h o n e :  7 4 6 - 5 6 1 0

P O  B o x  162

W a s i l l a ,  A K  9 9 6 5 4 N O N  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r :  U

B i l l :  H B  5 T i t l e :  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

W E  D E S P E R A T E L Y  N E E D  T O  R E V I E W  E D  F U N D I N G .  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  W I L L  S O O N  B E  
L E F T  W I T H  O N L Y  S P E C I A L  E D  K I D S  W H O S E  P A R E N T S  C A N ' T  T R A N S P O R T  T H E M  T O  
C H A R T E R  O R  H O M E  S C H  &  K I D S  W H O S E  P A R E N T S  D O N ' T  K N O W  H O W  B A D  I T ' S  
G E T T I N G .  P E O P L E  M O V I N G  T O  T H E  A R E A  W A N T  T O  K N O W  A B O U T  T H E  L A R G E  
C L A S S  S I Z E S ,  L A C K  O F  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  I N C R E A S I N G  N E E D S .  A S  A  L O N G  T I M E  
V O L U N T E E R  I N  P U B L I C  S C H L S  A N D  R E P U B L I C A N  V O T E R ,  I  A S K  T H A T  Y O U  R E T H I N K  
Y O U R  P O S I T I O N  O N  E D .  &  G E T  M O R E  F U N D I N G

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  PO M I D :  592 D i s t r i b u t i o n :  3

| M a i n  M e n u  j . | S t o r e  A l l  j , J Store T h i s  One . . j P r e v  P O M  j . | N e x t  P O M  i

M e s s a g e  1 o u t  o f  1 2.

,fl 2/17/99 09:27 A M



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g H

F r o m : M s  M a r y  G u n d e r s o n  T e l e p h o n e :  7 3 3 - 2 5 2 8

H C  89 B o x  6 2 1

W i l l o w ,  A K  9 9 6 8 8  N O N  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r :  U

B i l l : H B  5 T i t l e :  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

I U R G E  Y O U R  O P P O S I T I O N  T O  H B  5.

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  POMID: 618 D i s t r i b u t i o n :  34

| M a i n  M e n u  j . | S t o r e  All . | S t o r e  T h i s  O n e  ; . | P r e v  P O M  ' . | N e x t  PO M

M e s s a g e  3 o u t  o f  12.

2/17/99 09:28 A M



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g H

F r o m :  Ms R u t h  M c M u l l e n  T e l e p h o n e :  37 3 - 2 0 8 6

PO B  8 7 4 8 1 4

W a s i l l a ,  A K  9 9687 N O N  C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  Voter: U

B i l l :  H B  5 T i t l e :  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

C U R R E N T L Y  I A M  A G A I N S T  H B  5. IT H A S N ’T  B E E N  W E L L  T H O U G H T  O U T ,  IT R E A L L Y  

D A M A G E S  A L R E A D Y - S U F F E R I N G  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S .

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  POMID: 619 D i s t r i b u t i o n :  34

| M a i n  M e n u  ? . S t o r e  All , | S t o r e  Th i s  On e  : . | P r e v  P O M  : , J N e x t  POM

M e s s a g e  4 o u t  o f  12.

o f l 2/17/99 09:29 A M



P O M  for R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g H

F r o m :  Ms P a t  G a k i n  T e l o p h o n e :  3 7 3 - 4 7 1 7

P O B  8 7 1 3 0 4

W a s i l l a ,  A K  9 9687 C o n s t i t u e n t  R e g i s t e r e d  V o t e r :  U

B i l l :  H B  5 T i t l e :  V O U C H E R  S Y S T E M  F O R  E D U C A T I O N  

M e s s a g e :

I A M  U R G I N G  Y O U  T O  P L E A S E  V O T E  A G A I N S T  IIB 5.

E n t e r e d  i n  M A T  o n  2 / 1 6 / 9 9  PO M I D :  620 D i s t r i b u t i o n :  34

J M a i n  M e n u  . | S t o r e  Al l  ' . | S t o r e  T h i s  O n e  ! . j P r e v  P O M  ' t | N e x t  P O M

M e s s a g e  5 o u t  o f  12.



^ ,

C O M M I T T E E  T E S T I M O N Y  Regarding HOUSE BILL N0.5 "Voucher System for Education"
M y  Name is Helene Antel Brooks. I am a wife, the mother of a student enrolled 
in the Mat-Su School District, an attorney, and a member of the Mat-Su Scnool 
Board. I would have liked to present my views on this proposed piece of legislation 
in person; but, unfortunately other business commitments do not make that 
possible. These written comments will thus have to suffice.

It is with the utmost dismay that I find myself witness to intentional efforts by our 
elected representatives to dismantle the public school system. HB No. 5 is nothing 
more than a public attempt to validate parochial selfishness. Indeed, the public 
education system, not only in Alaska but across our great nation, is in need of care 
and revitalization. The appropriate response to this condition is to accept 
responsibility for it. The inappropriate response suggested by HB 5, is simply to run 
away. The temptation to flee public education by such means as a voucher 
system, is in reality a reflection of our inability to accept that we ourselves have 
created all of the alleged inadequacies of which we complain. As a society we 
have egregiously failed to support, nourish or adequately fund public education for 
several decades. We have diminished the potential success of our system of 
public education by abandoning it. The fault is not in the system; but, it is ours if 
public schools can no longer Inspire and enable e l l  young people to reach for the 
stars.

America was-and still Is, a great experiment, it is based upon the precept that 
government Is not something separate from the people. G o v e r n m e n t  i s  n o t  t h e y ,  

i t  i s  w e  t h e  p e o p l e .  Democracy requires that we endeavor to g i v e  a l l  t h e  s a m e  

c h a n c e s .  The weaker must grow strong and the ignorant more wise. The selfish 
must leam generosity. We must work together-not against each other, to 
strengthen our most vital public institution: education. If democracy as an institution 
is to live, we must recommit ourselves to It. We must not break that which binds 
diversity into a powerful whole by segregating ourselves Into small pockets of like 
mindedness. Only as a diverse people united will we continue to stand.

America's system of public education gives both rich and poor, loved and unloved, 
the orphaned child and the child well cared for, the same chance to dream of 
limitless horizons. It is the cornerstone of our great nation. To even consider the 
voucher system proposed by HB 5, threatens to tear apart the American dream.

I am strongly opposed to HB 5



Subject: school vouchers
Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 08:46:47 -0900 
From: "Dr. Kevin Tomera" < ktomcra@alaska.nct>

To: < Representativc_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us>

I support school vouchers 
kelly tomera 
1 8 2 0  Stanford dr 
anchorage ak 9 9508 
ktomera@alaska.net

mailto:ktomcra@alaska.nct
mailto:Representativc_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:ktomera@alaska.net


Subject: school voucher 
Dale: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 17:17:45 -0800 

From: Hao < hao@alaska.net> 
To: Randy_Lorenz@legis.stale.ak.us

F rom: R i c k  H a o  521 S Lane  A n c h  A k  3 3 8 - 1 2 0 0

I s u p p o r t  R e p . V i c  K o h r i n g  bil l to p r o v i d e  a s c h o o l  v o u c h e r  
s y s t e m  for t h e  S t a t e  of Alas k a.  T h i s  bill  w i l l  h e l p  change 
t h e  a p t i t u d e  a n d  a t t i t u d e  of e d u c a t i o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  
w h a t  th e  p u b l i c  d e m a n d s  f r o m  o u r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  system.

2/23/99 07:36 A M

mailto:hao@alaska.net
mailto:Randy_Lorenz@legis.stale.ak.us


Subject: Vouchers
Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 12:19:05 -0900 
From: David Chapman <chapmand@mtaonline.net>

To: Randy _Lorenz@lcgis.state.ak.us

D e a r  Mr. K o h r i n g ,

W e  a r e  a h o m e  s c h o o l  f a m i l y  a n d  w o u l d  l i k e  to g i v e  our o p i n i o n  on 

v o u c h e r s .
W e  w o u l d  o n l y  b e  in favor of t h e m  if t h e r e  is a b s o l u t e l y  n o  g o v e r n m e n t  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  w h a t  o r  h o w  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  taught at home. W e

a r e  n o t  e n r o l l e d  i n  a n y  s t a t e  s u p p o r t e d  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  d o n 't  p l a n  to be, 

a n d
w e  d o n ' t  w a n t  to l o s e  the f r e e d o m s  w e  e n j o y  i n  thi s  w o n d e r f u l  state. 
T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  for the f i n e  j o b  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  in the 

l e g i s l a t u r e .
G o d  B l e s s  y o u  a n d  y o u r  family.

Sincerely,
D a v i d  a n d  T i n a  C h a p m a n  
PO B o x  4088 
Palm e r ,  A K  9 9 6 4 5

mailto:chapmand@mtaonline.net
mailto:_Lorenz@lcgis.state.ak.us


Honorable Vic Kohring 

State Capitol R o o m  421 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Honorable Vic Kohring,

I a m  glad to see that you are introducing a bill on school vouchers. I definitely do not like 

some of the things m y  cliild comes home from school with. The schools here, for some 
reason, think diat these kids have to learn the native languages and about parents molesting 
dieir children. M y  child is only in first grade. Their being taught all about environmentalism 
and their being taught to go around to all die stores and ask for money because businesses 
have deep pockets. When kids come out of the Sitka school system they do not want to 
touch natural resources and they all look for government type jobs or anydiing that is not 

natural resources. W e  do not really have any private schools here. W e  had one, but it had to 
close because they tried to keep die tuition low which made it too hard to obtain a building. 
The private school was not at all popular with the public schools in town. The private 

school did try to keep the tuition so low they never had any money. A  voucher would make 
a better opportunity for new schools here. It would be a parents dream for a better 
education for our children and a better future. W e  are not going to get the social teachings 
and the slanted environmental views out of the public schools. Our only way to combat this 
problem is for more private schools. I hope you get somewhere with school vouchers. Most 

people are busy working so you probably will not here from them but they are out there. 

Another reason why you may not hear from people (especially in small towns) is because 
teachers will find out which parents are causing what they perceive to be trouble and may 
take it out on their child. For instance, die child may all of a sudden becorm a trouble­
maker or all of a sudden be classified as slow at reading. From die words I have heard 
teachers say during wage negotiations, I do not trust them. There are some good teachers 

out there but you don’t hear from them so they arc of no value.

February 19, 1999

RE: School Vouchers

Mike Svenson

104 S H A R O N  D R I V E  

S I T K A ,  A K  99 8 3 5



Subject: Mouse Bill No. 5
Date: Thu, 18 Feb 1999 03:50:10 -0900 
From: Bill Malchow <rr.alcho\v@alaska.nct>

To: Representative^ ic_Kohring@legis.statc.ak.us

V i c ,

I a m  in f u l l  s u p p o r t  of this bill y o u  a r e  s p o n s o r i n g  for E d u c a t i o n  

V o u c h e r s !

T h a n k s ,

W i l l i a m  K. M a l c h o w  
1 7 8 2 4  S a n c t u a r y  Dr.

E . R .  A K  9 9 5 7 7

(907) 6 9 6 - 1 8 6 6

mailto:v@alaska.nct
mailto:ic_Kohring@legis.statc.ak.us


Subject: School Voucher System 
Date: Thu, 18 Feb 1999 11:01:48-1000 
From: "Andrew J Bond" <ABOND@mai!.aai.arco.com> 

To: Representative_Vic_Kohring@Iegis.state.ak.us, Represenlative_joe_Green@legis.stale.ak.us, 

Senator_Jerry_Ward@legis.state.ak.us

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kohring,

I w a s  v e r y  h a p p y  to see y o u  h a d  p r o p o s e d  HB-5 to o f f e r  s c h o o l  v o u c h e r s .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  w h e n  I r e a d  the f i n e  p r i n t  I see that I h a v e  n o  c h a n c e  to q u a l i fy .
I c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t r y i n g  to b a s e  the p a y m e n t  on i n c o m e  level. But I t h i n k  that 
w i l l  a l s o  c a u s e  s o m e  p r o b l e m s .  It is s till a h u g e  b u r d e n  for a f a m i l y  w i t h  
s e v e r a l  k i d s  i n  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  m a k i n g  as m u c h  m o n e y  as I do, I t h i n k  a b e t t e r  
s y s t e m  w o u l d  b e  p h a s e  ou t  the v o u c h e r  a m o u n t  as i n c o m e  i n c r e a se s .  S t a r t i n g  at 
2 0 0 %  of t h e  p o v e r t y  level a n d  m a y b e  p h a s i n g  out at $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  of t a x a b l e  inco m e .
T h o s e  a r e  j u s t  r o u g h  f i g u r e s  o f f  the top of m y  head.

I c a n  se e  a  s i t u a t i o n  d e v e l o p i n g  w h e r e  f a m ilies at 2 0 0 %  o f  t h e  p o v e r t y  l e v e l or 
b e l o w  w o u l d  b e g i n  to fill the p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  a n d  f o r c e  o u t  m i d d l e  i n c o m e  
f a m i l i e s  w h o  g e t  n o  b e n e f it .  I t h i n k  y o u  n e e d  a s y s t e m  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  b e n e f i t s  
to a c e r t a i n  level. Y o u r  p l a n  m i g h t  r e m o v e  a l arge s e c t i o n  of the " t r o u b l e  
m a k e r s "  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  a n d  s e n d  the m  to p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s.  I a l s o  t h i n k  
t h a t  e v e n  t h o s e  a t  the l o w  e n d  o f  the inc o m e  s c a l e  s h o u l d  h a v e  to p a y  s o m e  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  t u i t i o n  r a t h e r  th a n  r e c e i v i n g  a full p a y m e n t  v o u c h e r .  T h e n  t he y  
w i l l  a l s o  m e  m a k i n g  a s a c r i f i c e  for their c h i l d r e n ' s  e d u c a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  jus t  
t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  of the system.

T h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  n e e d  s o m e  c o m p e t i t i o n  to b r i n g  d o w n  s o a r i n g  e d u c t i o n  c o s t s  
a n d  t e a c h e r s  s a l a r i e s.  T h i s  w i l l  b e  a g r e a t w a y  to s t a r t  g e t t i n g  t h e  K - 1 2  
e d u c a t i o n  b u d g e t  m o r a  u n d e r  c on t r o l .  As y o u  w ell know, p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  
g e n e r a l l y  p r o v i d e  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  at h a l f  the cos t  o f  the p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  o n  a 

p e r  s t u d e n t  ba si s .

S o  in c l o s i n g ,  I s u r e  l i k e  the v o u c h e r  plan. I jus t  t h i n k  it n e e d s  m o d i f i c a t i o n  
to b e n e f i t  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  the l o w e r  i n c o m e  s e c t i o n  o f  the p o p u l a t i o n .

A n d y  B o n d  
H o u s e  10, S e n a t e  E 
1 2 1 0 0  W o o d w a y  C i r c l e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 6  
( 9 C J  2 6 3 - 4 6 2 3

of I 2/23/99 7:57 A M

mailto:Representative_Vic_Kohring@Iegis.state.ak.us
mailto:Represenlative_joe_Green@legis.stale.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Jerry_Ward@legis.state.ak.us


Subject: H U  5, education voucher 
Date: Sat, 20 Feb 1999 10:35:23 -0900 
From: Peter Brautigam <petcr@hartig.coni> 

To: Reprcscntative_Vic_Kohring@lcgis.state.ak.us

I w o u l d  l i k e  to e x p r e s s  m y  s u p p o r t  for e d u c a t i o n  v ou c h e r s  as 
p r e s e n t e d  in H B  5. A l t h o u g h  p r i v a t e  e d u c a t i o n  is a choice, 
w e  s h o u l d  a l l  h a v e  the s a m e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for our  c h i l dr e n  to 
h a v e  a c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  e d uc a t i o n .  This 
w o u l d  p r o v i d e  us all an e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y .

P e t e r  B r a u t i g a m  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  
p e t e r @ h a r t i g .c o m

mailto:Reprcscntative_Vic_Kohring@lcgis.state.ak.us
mailto:peter@hartig.com


Subject: vouchers 

Date: Thu, 7 Jan 1999 23:55:15 -0900 
From: " J A C K S O N  6 F A M I L Y "  <mjacksonl@idcafamilics.org> 

To: < Rcprcsentative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us>

D E A R  REP . V IC  K O H R IN G .
I W A N T  T O  T H A N K  Y O U  FO R  T H E  ST E P  Y O U  A R E  TA K IN G  IN THE AREA  O F  T H E  V O U C H E R  SY S T E M . I 

K N O W  Y O U  A R E  S T A N D IN G  U P O N  A C O N T R O V E R S IA L  SU B JECT . JUST  W A N T  Y O U  TO  K N O W  T H A T  W E  A R E  
S U P P O R T IN G  Y O U  IN PR A Y ER . L O T S  O F  A T T A C K S  H A PPEN  W H E N  YOU R O CK  T H E  BOAT. I H A V E  
H O M E S C H O O L E D  A L L  4 O F  M Y  C H IL D R E N . 2 A R E  N O W  IN PR IV A TE  SC H O O L  A N D  2 A RE  ST IL L  H O M E  
S C H O O L E D  A N D  A R E  IN  T H E  ID EA  PR O G R A M . W H A T  A TR E M E N D O U S  BLESS ING  TH IS  G A L E N A  P R O G R A M  IS. 
A L L  T H O S E  Y E A R S  O F  B E IN G  A L L  A L O N E  SO  T O  SPEA K  A N D  TO  TH O IN K  T H A T  I N O W  H A V E  H E L P  T H A T  
D O E S N 'T  C O N T R O L  M E  IS W O N D E R F U L .  I T R Y  T O  IM A G IN E  W H A T  IT W O U LD  B E  L IK E  T O  H A V E  A S S IS T A N C E  
IN  P R IV A T E  S C H O O L ,W H IC H  IS W H E R E  M Y  2 O L D ES T  N O W  A R E  AND  IT  W O U LD  BE  A B IT  O F  H E A V E N .  I 
A L W A Y S  W O N D E R E D  W H Y  W E  PA Y  SC H O O L  TAX ES  A N D  O U R  C H ILD REN  D ID  N O T  A T T E N D S C H O O L .  I 
W O N D E R  A L O T  O F  T H IN G S .  I JU S T  W A N T E D  T O  T A K E  T H E  T IM E  TO  T H A N K  Y O U  A N D  L E T  Y O U  K N O W  W E  
A S  A  F A M IL Y  A R E  B EH IN D  Y O U . S T A Y  ST RO N G . R EM EM B ER  T O  KEEP FRESH  A N D  T A K E  A  W A L K  IF  Y O U  H 
A V E  T O  A S  T H E  PR E S S U R E  M O U N T S .

O U R  L O V E  A N D  PRA Y ERS ,
S H E R R I  JA C K S O N  A N D  FA M ILY  
907-248 -0995

2/23/99 7:59 A M

mailto:mjacksonl@idcafamilics.org
mailto:Rcprcsentative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us


Subject: Thanks for your hard work! 
Date: Sat, 20 Feb 1999 20:33:42 -0900 

From: vicki hoyman < hoyhousc@mlaonline.net> 

To: Representalive_Vic_Kohring@iegis.state.ak.us

D e a r  Mr. K o h r i n g ,
I w a n t  to t a k e  tim e  to s i n c e r e ly  t h a n k  y o u  for th e  s t a n d s  y o u  tak e  o n  
s e v e r a l  i s s u e s  that m e a n  alot to me. W e  a r e  a f a m i l y  of 6 in  P a l m e r  
e n j o y i n g  o u r  1 4 t h  y e a r  of home s c h o o l i n g .  It has b e e n  on e  of the 
g r e a t e s t  j o y s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  of m y  life. I n e v e r  w o u l d  h a v e  dreamed, 
g r o w i n g  u p  i n  th e h o m e  of a p u b l i c  s c h o o l  teacher, that I w o u l d  o n e  d a y  
h o m e  s c h o o l  a l l  m y  children! I t h a n k  t h e  L o r d  d a i l y  for the p r i v i l e g e  
a n d  a l s o  t h a t  I l i v e  in a state t hat is v e r y  "home s c h o o l  f r i e n d l y " .
T h i s  y e a r  w e  h e s i t a n t l y  s i g n e d  u p  for C y b e r  L y n x  o u t  of the N e n a n a  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ,  I say  h e s i t a n t l y  b e c a u s e  th e  w h o l e  p r o g r a m  s e e m e d  to 
g o o d  to b e  true! W e  h a v e  found it m o s t  h e l p f u l  a n d  it has b e e n  so 
a w e s o m e  to h a v e  s o m e  m o n e y  to p u r c h a s e  m a t e r i a l s ,  l e s s o n s  etc. I k n o w  
t h e  M a t s u - s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  thinks a l l  o f  u s  w h o  s i g n e d  up fo r  t h e s e  c y b . _  
s c h o o l s  a r e  t a k i n g  m o n e y  out of t h e i r  p o c k e t s  b u t  I d o n ' t  k n o w  of o n e  
f a m i l y  th a t  t o o k  t h e i r  kids out o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  thi s  y e a r  to j o i n  a 
c y b e r  s c h o o l  l i k e  C y b e r  L y n x  or IDEA. E v e r y o n e  I k n o w  has b e e n  d o i n g  
h o m e  s c h o o l  a l l  along. I h a v e  4 c h i l d r e n  a n d  w e  h a v e  g i v e n  t h e m  a 
q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  for a n  i n c r e d i b l y  l o w  pr i c e .  E v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l  f u s s e s  a b o u t  l a c k  of funding, a l l  the m o n e y  i n  the w o r l d  c a n ' t  
p r o m i s e  a g o o d  educ at i o n ,  it r e q u i r e s  a h e a l t h y  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a t e a c h e r  
w h o  r e a l l y  l o v e s  the kids, an d  a c o n t a g i o u s  l o v e  fo r  l e a r n i n g!  Y o u  a r e  
w e l c o m e  a t  o u r  h o m e  s c h o o l  anyday! I c o u l d  w r i t e  v o l u m e s  a b o u t  th e  fun 
t h i n g s  w e  h a v e  d o n e  together, p l a c e s  w e ' v e  went, p r o j e c t s  w e ' v e  
a c c o m p l i s h e d !  T h a n k  y o u  for s u p p o r t i n g  h o m e  s c h o o l e r s !  W e  t r u l y  do 
a p p r e c i a t e  y ou!
W a r m l y ,
V i c k i  H o y m a n

mailto:hoyhousc@mlaonline.net
mailto:Representalive_Vic_Kohring@iegis.state.ak.us


Subject: Thanks tor the call 

Date: Sat, 20 Feb 1999 22:09:48 -0900 
From: Steve Unfreid <unfreids@alaska.net> 

Organization: Self 
To: Rcpresentative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us

T h a n k s  for the c a l l  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  r e f e r e n c e  m y  a r t i c l e  in the A n c h o r a g e  
p aper. A f t e r  r e a d i n g  t o d a y s  p a p e r  a n d  r e a d i n g  C h a r l e s  R e y n o l d s  piece, 
m y  w i f e  (a s t a y - a t - h o m e / h o m e  s c h o o l  mom) sent in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  (even if 
it d o e s n ' t  g e t  p r i n t e d ,  it m a y  g i v e  y o u  a n o t h e r  a n g l e  o n  w h i c h  to ad r e s s  

t his i s s u e ) .

S t e v e  U n f r e i d

I a p p l a u d  C h a r l e s  R e y n o l d s  (Letters F e b  20) for h i s  c l e a r  g r a s p  of our 
s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n - - u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  n o  f u n d i n g  s h o u l d  g o  to s u p p o r t  
" • . . a n y  r e l i g i o u s  o r  o t h e r  p r i v a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n . "

In fact, m a y b e  w e  c o u l d  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  take e v e r y  p u b l i c  school 
d i s t r i c t  i n  A l a s k a  to c o u r t  for t h e i r  t e a c h i n g  of s e c u l a r  humanism. In 
the H u m a n i s t  M a n i f e s t o  #1, it c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  h u m a n i s m  is a 
r e l i g i o n .  T h i s  is s e e n  a n d  t a u g h t  e v e r y  d a y  in s u b j e c t s  l i k e  biology, 
w h e r e  th e  t h e o r y  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  u n p r o v a b l e  b e l i e f  o f  e v o l u t i o n  is 
the o n l y  t h o u g h t  p r e s e n t e d  for t h e  o r i g i n  of life. T h i s  b e l i e f  that m a n  
is h e r e  b y  c h a n c e  a n d  is thu s  t h e  o n l y  e n t i t y  t h a t  c a n  s a v e  us, is a 
r e l i g i o u s ,  n o t  s c i e n t i f i c  v i e w p o i n t .

Y o u  c a n ' t  h a v e  i t  b o t h  w a y s .  E i t h e r  y o u  do as L a w r e n c e  J. F r e i d b e r g e r  
a d v o c a t e d  i n  h i s  F e b r u a r y  18 letter, a n d  a m e n d  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  to a l l o w  
f u n d i n g  f o r  a l l  (and t h u s  b r e a k  th e r e l i g i o u s  m o n o p o l y  h e l d  b y  our 
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ) , o r  y o u  h a v e  o u r  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c e a s e  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  
i n s t r u c t i o n .  M y  g u e s s  is that R e p  V i c  K o h r i n g ' s  a m e n d m e n t  is the m o s t  

fai r a p p r o a c h .

K a t h e  U n f r e i d  
W a s i l l a  A K  
P O  B o x  6 7 2 5 1 8  
C h u g i a k  A k  9 9 5 6 7  
7 4 5 - 4 0 9 2

mailto:unfreids@alaska.net
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Subject: House Bill No. 5 
Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 01:19:28 -0500 
From: "Stuart W .  Holland" <swhoIland@compuscrvc.com> 

To: "Rep. Vic Kohring" <Representativc_Vic_Kohring@legis.stale.ak,us>

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Kohring,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s p o n s o r i n g  the s u b j e c t  b i l l  to a d m i n i s t e r  a p i l o t  p r o g r a m  of 
e d u c a t i o n  v o u c h e r s .  I h a v e  two c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  e n r o l l e d  in a 
p r i v a t e  s c h o o l ,  o f  w h i c h  I a m  a s c h o o l  b o a r d  memb e r .  I a m  t h o r o u g h l y  
c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  p r i v a t e  school e d u c a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  the c h o i c e  for m a n y  mor e  
f a m i l i e s  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  a f f o r d  it. Y o u r  p r o p o s e d  b i l l  w o u l d  a l l o w  m o r e  

f a m i l i e s  t o  a f f o r d  this choice.

A  s e c o n d a r y  b e n e f i t  o f  thi s  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  be to i m p r o v e  the q u a l i t y  of the 
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  syst e m .  If m o r e  f a m i l i e s  a r e  l e a v i n g  the c u r r e n t  system, 
t h e n  p r e s s u r e  w o u l d  n a t u r a l l y  b e  p l a c e d  o n  the p u b l i c  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  their 
g o v e r n i n g  b o d i e s  to p r o v i d e  the q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  that p a r e n t s  are seeking.

Ag a i n ,  t h a n k  y o u  for s p o n s o r i n g  t h i s  v i t a l  l e g i s lation! M a y  G o d  b l e s s  y o u r  
e f f o r t s  t o  i m p r o v e  th e  o v e r a l l  q u a l i t y  of o u r e d u c a t i o n  system.

S i n c e r e l y ,

S t u a r t  H o l l a n d

h o m e  p h o n e :  9 0 7 - 2 7 2 - 4 4 6 0

e m a i l  a d d r e s s :  "s w h o l l a n d @ c o m p u s e r v e . c o m "

mailto:swhoIland@compuscrvc.com
mailto:swholland@compuserve.com


Subject: Independent Hoard for Charter Schools 

Date: Mon, 22 Feb 1999 05:14:43 -0900 

From: Linda Sharp < lsharp@alaska.net> 
To: Rcprcscntative_Vic_Kohring@legis.state.ak.us, lsharp@alaska.net, 

no_.spam_allowed@ibni.net, rsaur@alaska.net

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o h r i n g ,

H a v e  y o u  i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  for v o u c h e r s ?  If so, I w o u l d  
l i k e  to h e l p  y o u  o n  it a n y  w a y  I can. Pl e a s e  s e n d  m e  a 
c o p y  (fax 9 0 7 - 2 4 5 - 5 5 0 2 ,  m a i l  2710 W est 3 4 t h  Ave. Ancho r a g e ,  
99517), if y o u  h a v e  a bill.

W o u l d  y o u  c o n s i d e r  i n t r o d u c i n g  a bill to c h a n g e  c u r r e n t  
c h a r t e r  s c h o o l  l a w  to e s t a b l i s h  a B o a r d  for C h a r t e r  
S c h o o l s ?  I e n v i s i o n  t h a t  the B o a r d  w o u l d  b e  7 to 9 people, 
al l  v o l u n t e e r s ,  e q u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  o u r  s t a t e ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  a b o u t  h a l f  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e ,  o n e  
f r o m  F a i r b a n k s ,  o n e  f r o m  Southeast, on e  f r o m  M a t  Su, one 
f r o m  K e n a i  a n d  a 2 or 3 f r o m  the b a l a n c e  of state.

T h e y  w o u l d  m e e t  4 to 6 t i m e s  a y e a r  in A n c h o r a g e ,  so t here 
w o u l d  b e  f l i g h t  a n d  l o d g i n g  e x pe n s e .  T h e y  w o u l d  n e e d  a n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s o n  to h a n d l e  p a p e r s  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e  
m e e t i n g s  a n d  t a k e  m i n u t e s ,  so tha t  w o u l d  b e  a b o u t  $ 1 0 0 K  for 
wages, b e n e f i t s  a n d  o f f i c e  o p e r a t i o n s .  T h a t  c o u l d  be 
s u b t r a c t e d  f r o m  t h e  D O E ’s a l lotme n t ,  as t h e y  w o u l d  be 
r e p l a c i n g  s o m e  D O E  f u n c t i o n s.

T h i s  B o a r d  w o u l d  b e  a  C H O I C E  for b o t h  e x i s t i n g  c h a r t e r s  a n d  
for n e w l y  p r o p o s i n g  c h a r t e r s .  T h i s  w o u l d  r e p l a c e  the 
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  as t h e  s o l e  a u t h o r i z i n g  a u t h o r i t y ,  b u t  of 
course, t h o s e  p r e f e r r i n g  the d i s t r i c t s  c o u l d  a l w a y s  s t a y  or 
g o  w i t h  t h e m  also.

T h i s  is e s s e n t i a l  f o r  o u r  s m a l l  c h a r t e r  to s u r v i v e .  W e  
p r e s e n t l y  h a v e  to c o m p l y  w i t h  a ll  A S D  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  it w o u l d  take u s  a b o u t  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  a y e a r  to 
p r o p e r l y  c o m p l y  w i t h  al l  the reports, forms, p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  
m e e t i n g s  r e q u i r e d  to k n o w  a n d  d o  that work. O u r  total 
f u n d i n g  is l e s s  t h a n  $100. E d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  our  
m i s s i o n ,  n o t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f u l fi l l m e n t .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w e  n e e d e d  a w a i v e r  to b e  a b l e  to 
c o n s i d e r  u s i n g  V i k i n g  Hall, w h e r e  a b o u t  10 t i m e s  a y e a r  in 
t he e v e n i n g s ,  for S o n s  o f  N o r w a y  s o c i a l  events, a l i q u o r  
c a b i n e t  is u n l o c k e d  to s e r v e  m e m b e r s  u p  to 2 d r i n k s  p e r  
e v e n i n g .  A S D  p r o c e d u r e s  s a i d  "no l i q u o r  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e . "
W e  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  to a p p l y  for a w a i v e r  to the poli c y .

T h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f i r s t d e c i d e d  to g e t  a l e ga l  opinion.
T h e n  h e  w r o t e  a m e m o  to t h e  S c h o o l  B o a r d  o p p o s i n g  it, 
a l t h o u g h  h i s  l e g a l  o p i n i o n  s a i d  it s h o u l d  b e  fine. T h e n  we 
h a d  to w a i t  fo r  th e  a g e n d a  to c l e a r  to a l l o w  u s  to a p p e a r  
a n d  b e  h e a r d  b e f o r e  t h e  S c h o o l  Board. T h i s  s i m p l e  d e l a y  
t o o k  m o r e  t h a n  tv/o m o n t h s .

Y o u  c a n ' t  i m a g i n e  t h e  h o u r s  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  th a t  h a v e  g o n e  
i n t o  s i m p l y  f i n d i n g  a f a c i l i t y  to p l e a s e  ASD .  W e  w e r e  told 
r e c e n t l y  b y  M O A  P l a n n i n g  O f f i c i a l s  that the A S D  s p e n d s  
h u n d r e d s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  of d o l l a r s  h i r i n g  M O A  P l a n n i n g  Dept, 
to do w h a t  w e  a r e  d o i n g  .... fi n d  a site. T h e n  t h e y  s p e n d  
$ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  de s i g n .  T h e n  t h e y  s p e n d  $10, $20, $30 m i l l i o n
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o r  m o r e  to  c o n s t r u c t .  W e  h a v e  o n l y  a Eev/ t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s
to a c c o m p l i s h  it all. T h i s  is a r i d i c u l o u s  C a t c h  22.

O t h e r  p e o p l e  w h o  I t h i n k  w o u l d  s u p p o r t  / c o - s i g n  y ou r  bill, 
if y o u ' d  d o  it, i n c l u d e  Reps. Dyson, James, Mulder, Ogan, 
Kott, C o g h i l l ,  H a l c r o  a n d  m a y b e  Kelly. S e n a t o r s  Miller, 
Tayl o r ,  D o n l e y ,  T o r g e r s o n .  T h e r e  m a y  be m a n y  others.

P l e a s e  let m e  k n o w  if this is p o s s i b l e  to get g o i n g  an d  
p a s s e d  th i s  y e a r .  I w o u l d  do a n y t h i n g  I c o u l d  to help.

M a n y  t h a n k s  f o r  all yo u  do.

L i n d a  S h a r p  
Tel. 2 4 5 - 5 5 0 1

2/23/99 7:46 A M



Subject: Alaska P T A  position on Vouchers 
DaterTue, 16 Feb 1999 13:12:21 -0900 

From: Bogrens <bogrcn@al;iska.nct> 

To: Reprcsentative_John_Coghill@Iegis.statc.ak.us 

CC: Rcprcsentative_Frcd_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us

T e s t i m o n y

To: A l a s k a  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Health, E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l
S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e
By: B e t s y  T u r n e r - B o g r e n ;  A l a s k a  PTA, V i c e  P r esident, L e g i s l a t i v e
A f f a i r s
D a t e : F e b r u a r y  16, 1999
Re: H o u s e  B ill 5, V o u c h e r  S y s t e m  for E d u c a t i o n

T h e  A l a s k a  P T A  h a s  an an n u a l  m e m b e r s h i p  of o v e r  15,000. O ur  a s s o c i a t i o n  
is o r g a n i z e d  to i n c l u d e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  fr o m  s i x  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s  
c o v e r i n g  th e  e n t i r e  state a n d  f o u r  a c t i v e  c o u n c i l s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
K e t c h i k a n ,  t h e  M a t / S u  Borough, F a i r b a n k s  a n d  A n c h o r a g e .  D e l e g a t e s  f rom 
a c r o s s  A l a s k a  m e e t  a n n u a l l y  to r e v i e w  o u r L e g i s l a t i v e  P r o g r a m  a n d  a d o p t  
l e g i s l a t i v e  p r i o r i t i e s .

L a s t  N o v e m b e r  d e l e g a t e s  to the A l a s k a  PTA I s s u e s  C o n f e r e n c e  a d o p t e d  five 
l e g i s l a t i v e  p r i o r i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  a s t a t e m e n t  o p p o s i n g  the c r e a t i o n  of 
e d u c a t i o n  v o u c h e r s .  Ou r  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  s t a t e m e n t  is:

" A l a s k a  P T A  b e l i e v e s  that p u b l i c  f u n d s s h o u l d  b e  d e d i c a t e d  to p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n .  A l a s k a  PTA o p p o s e s  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  c r e a t i o n  of 
v o u c h e r s  o r  t a x  c r e d i t s  for p r i v a t e  educat i o n ,  t h a t  w o u l d  d i r e c t  S t a t e  
f u n d i n g  a w a y  f r o m  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ."

T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  was a d o p t e d  b y  u n a n i m o u s  c o n s e n t.  It was the o n l y  
p r i o r i t y  a d o p t e d  w i t h o u t  d i s c u s s i o n .

S u p p o r t  for p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  a p r i o r i t y  for the A l a s k a  
TA. O u r  m e m b e r s  r e c o g n i z e  t hat the c r e a t i o n  of a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  v o u c h e r  

s y s t e m  w o u l d  u n d e r m i n e  S t a t e  s u p p o r t  b y  d i v e r t i n g  f u n d i n g  r e s o u r c e s  to 
n o n - p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  W e  b e l i e v e  that e v e r y  c h i l d  in A l a s k a  
d e s e r v e s  a c c e s s  to h i g h  q u a l i t y  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  that it is the 
S t a t e ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to s u p p o r t  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  w ith a d e q u a t e  
f u n d i n g .

O n  b e h a l f  of t h e  A l a s k a  P T A  I w o u l d  lik e  to t h a n k  m e m b e r s  of this 
C o m m i t t e e  for y o u r  w o r k  to i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  in 
A l a s k a .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  to c o n t i n u e  y o u r  e f f o r t s  to fin d  s o l u t i o n s  
t h a t  a d d r e s s  t h e  c o n c e r n s  of the A l a s k a  PTA.
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