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Sponsor Statement 
HB 392 

Continuances of CINA Hearings

HB392 acknowledges that, at the 48 hour hearing during which the court determines whether a 
child is a "Child In Need o f Aid", the parent or guardian o f that child may request a continuance 
of up to seven days, and instructs the court to advise the parent or guardian o f that right at the 
time o f the hearing.

When the State takes action to protect the safety of a child, it is an emotionally charged and very 
confusing situation for a parent. Often, at the time o f the first hearing, which occurs within 48 
hours o f the time the child is taken into custody, parents have not had an opportunity to see the 
allegations made against them. This legislature recognizes that parents may need time to 
comprehend and respond to those allegations. For this reason, HB392 ensures that parents and 
guardians are informed o f their right to request a continuance.
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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page it necessary)
HB 392 allows the parent of guardian of a minor to request the continuance of the temporary 
placement hearing for up to seven days in order to prepare a response to the allegation that the child is 
a child in need of aid. The bill further amends Rule 10, Alaska Child in Need of Aid Rules to parallel 
the statutory change.

This bill will have no fiscal impact on the Department of Law.
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Also, on page 1 at lines 1 and 7, and orW ge 2 at line 3, the word “placement" sho iSKe replaced with the word “custody." 
This more accurately reflects that the precipitating issue in the hearing is that the child has been taken into emergency 
custody. Placement is addressed only after probable cause for emergency custody has been found, at the end of this 
section.

Also, to improve the internal consistency of this statute, the words “or supervision" should be added to section 1, on page 2, 
at the end of line 7. This reflects more accurately that after finding probable cause, the court may either temporarily place 
the child with the department or may return the child to the child’s parent or guardian subject to departmental supervision, as 
provided in AS 47.10.142 (e).

PLE A SE  A TTA C H  A S EP A R A TE  S H EE T  FO R  ADDITIONAL C O M M E N T S  O R  A N A LY SIS.


