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IN THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY -FIRST  LEGISLATURE - F IRST  SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE DYSON

A B ILL

FO R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D

1 II "A n  A ct re la tin g  to th e  c rim e o f fa ilu re  to  re p o r t  th e  com m ission  o r  a ttem p ted

2  com m ission  o f  c e r ta in  c rim es ag a in s t c h ild re n ."

3 I BE  IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F  T H E  ST A T E  O F  ALASKA :

* S ec tio n  1. AS 11.56 is am ended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 11.56.765. F a ilu re  to re p o rt a  v io len t c rim e  com m itted  ag a in s t a  child .

(a) A person com m its the crim e o f failure to report a violent crim e comm itted against
^  U lhU ' -Mjl )£>v/v<-r crv 5

a ch ild  if the person w ilnessesfa murder, k idnapping, sexual assault, o r assault that is

pun ishab le as a felony o f a child under 18 years o f age, o r an attem pt to comm it one

o f  those crim es, by ano ther and

( 1 ) know s or reasonably should know that the child is under 18 years

o f age; and
(2 ) does not in a timely m anner report that crim e to a peace officer o r 

law en fo rcem en t agency.

(b) In a p rosecution under this section , it is an affirm ative defense that the

L
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defendan t

( 1 ) did not report in a timely m anner because the defendan t reasonably 

believed that doing so would have exposed the defendant or o thers to a substantial risk 

o f physica l injury; or

(2 ) acted to stop the com m ission o f the c rim e and s topped  the 

com m ission  o f the crime.

(c) Failu re to report a v io len t crim e com m itted against a  ch ild  is a class A 

m isdem eanor.
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CS F O R  H O U SE  B ILL  NO . 34( )

IN TH E  LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TW ENTY -FIRST  LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION  

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE DYSON

A B ILL  

FO R  AN  A CT  EN T ITL ED  

"A n  A ct re la tin g  to th e  c r im e  o f fa ilu re  to re p o r t the m u rd e r  o r  k id n a p p in g  o f 

a ch ild  o r  to  com e to  th e  a id  o f the ch ild ."

BE  IT  EN A C T ED  BY T H E  L E G ISL A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A LA SK A :

* S ec tion  1. AS 11.56 is am ended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 11.56.765. F a ilu re  to  re p o r t  th e  m u rd e r  o r  k id n a p p in g  o f  a  ch ild  o r  

to  com e to th e  a id  o f  th e  ch ild , (a) A person comm its the crim e o f  fa ilu re to report 

the m urder o r k idnapp ing  o f a child or to com e to the aid o f  the ch ild  if the person 

w itnesses the m urder, a ttem pted murder, kidnapping, or a ttem p ted  k idnapp ing  o f a 

child under 18 years o f age by another and
( 1 ) know s o r reasonably should know that the ch ild is under 18 years

o f age; and

(2 ) does not
(A) in a timely manner report that c rim e to a peace officer or 

law en fo rcem en t agency; or
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(B) im m ediate ly  com e to the aid o f the ch ild .

(b) In a p rosecu tion under th is section , it is an affirm ative defense that the

defendan t did not report in a tim ely m anner and did not com e to the aid im m ed ia te ly

because the defendan t reasonab ly  believed that doing so would have exposed  the 
e r  O 'fU iA

de fendan^ to  a substan tia l risk o f  physical in jury .

(c) Failure to report the m urder o r k idnapping o f a child o r to com e to the aid 

o f  the ch ild  is a c lass A m isdem eanor.
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Expenditures/Revenues_______________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)________________________

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2000 FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING ******* ******* ******* ******* ******* *******

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

C H A N G E  IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE__________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts 

1037 GF/Mental Health 

Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL ******* ****... ******* ******* ******* *******

Estimate of any current year (FY99) cost: 

POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a soparate page if necessary)
H B  34 would make witnessing the commission of a listed offense against a minor, and not reporting it to law 

enforcement immediately, itself a crime.

The Department of Law has no way to estimate how many cases this new offense might generate. Anytime a new 

crime is created, there is a cost for prosecution. H o w  much ihat is, however, depends on the volume of new cases. 

Until some experience is gained, the department cannot estimate the fiscal impact of this bill.

, t > \  - r ^ u u :Prepared by 

Division

Joan M. Kasson Phone 465-5370

Attorney General's Date/Time 4/2/99, 9:53 A M

Approved by Commissioner 

Agency

Bruce M. Botelho, Attorney General Date 4/2/99

Department of Law

P R E P A R E R  T O  PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES T O  G O V E R N O R ' S  LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

(Rev 10/90) 99fnfo/m kIi/OMB P a g e  1 o f 1



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
1999 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

F I S C A L  N O T E

B IL L  N O . H B  34

Revision Date:  Department Affected: Administration

Title: “An Act relating to the crime of misprision of a crime BRU: Legal and Advocacy Services

against a c h i l d " _______________________________________ Component: Public Defender Agency
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Bill Text H

BILL ID: CSSSSB 5(JUD)

0 0  C S  F O R  S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  S E N A T E  D I L I .  N O .  5 ( J T J D )

0 1  “ A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c r i m e  o f  m i s p r i s i o n  o f  f e l o n y . "

0 2  B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

03 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 1 . 5 6  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

04 Sec. 1 1 . 5 6 . 7 6 5 .  M i s p r i s i o n  of felony. (a) A  p er son , o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  victi m,
05 c o m m i t s  the c r i m e  of m i s p r i s i o n  of f e l o n y  if the p e r s o n  w i t n e s s e s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  by
06 a n o t h e r  of m u r d e r  in  t h e  f i r s t  degree, m u r d e r  in  the s e c o n d  d e g r e e ,  k i d n a p p i n g ,  se*
07 a s s a u l t  i n  the  f i r s t  degre e,  s e x u a l  a b u s e  of a m i n o r  i n  the f i r s t  d e g r e e ,  o r  a r s o n
08 first d e g r e e  or h a s  k n o w l e d g e  of the a c t u a l  c o m m i s s i o n  b y  a n o t h e r  o f  m u r d e r  i n  the
09 first degree, m u r d e r  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  degree, k i d n a p pi ng,  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  i n  t h e  f irst
10 s ex u a l  a b u s e  of a m i n o r  in  t h e  f i r s t  degree, or a r s o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d e g r e e  a n d  does
11 in a t i m e l y  m a n n e r  r e p o r t  t h a t  c r i m e  to a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  or l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g en cy.
12 (b) In a p r o s e c u t i o n  u n d e r  this section, ____
13 (1) it is a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  d e f e n s e  that t h e  d e f e n d a n t  d i d  n o t  r e p o r t  i n  a 1
14 t i m e l y  m a n n e r  b e c a u s e  th e d e f e n d a n t  r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e d  th a t  d o i n g  s o  w o u l d  h a v e
01 e x p o s e d  th e d e f e n d a n t  to a s u b s t a n t i a l  r i s k  of p h y s i c a l  injur y;  ,__I
02 (2) the  s t a t e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  to p r o v e  th a t  the d e f e n d a n t  k n e w  t h e  d e g r e e
03 of th e c r i m e  n o t  r e p o r t e d .
04 (c) M i s p r i s i o n  o f  f e l o n y  is a c l a s s  A  m i s d e m e a n o r .

Bill R o o t: '_______ |  Display History/Action j Clear Bill Root

Return to BASIS Main M enu(21th L eg isla tu re’) 
BASIS L ast U pdated 4/05/99 11:30 AM

lofl 4/5/99 11:39 A M
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A M E N D M E N T  T O  H B - 3 4

Add a new paragraph ©

© it is an affirm ative defense that the defendan t did not report in a tim ely  m anne r b ecau se  
the defendan t reasonably believed that doing so would have exposed  the d e fendan t to  a 
substan tia l risk  o f physical injury.



F IS C A L  N O T E

1999 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

ANALYSIS: (continued)

This bill m akes it a c rim e i f  a person w itnesses a serious crim e against a ch ild , but fails to im m ediate ly  report 
the crim e. The c rim e is a  class C  felony.

U nder curren t law , it is illegal to “render assistance” to som eone who has com m itted a crim e. (H indering 
Prosecu tion , AS 11.56.770-.780) Rendering assistance is broadly defined and includes p rov id ing  o r aid ing in 
transporta tion o r p rov id ing  o ther m eans o f  avo id ing d iscovery or apprehension . U nder th is b ill, fo r the first 
tim e in A laska, a w itness cou ld be found guilty  o f  a felony for failing to report a crim e.

It is im possib le to p red ic t the num ber o f  cases that may arise under th is bill. H ow ever, there are certa in  to be 
com plicated and d ifficu lt legal challenges tha t the Public D efender A gency w ould be ob ligated to raise.

Fo r exam ple, i f  there is a  “reasonab le possib ility” that a person m ay face crim inal charges, the p riv ilege against 
se lf-incrim ination w ould apply . The applicab ility  o f  priv ileges to this sta tu te would have to be litigated . A lso , 
there m ay equal p ro tec tion  prob lem s. A person who is crim inally  responsib le w ould be able to ignore th is law , 
but an innocent person  cou ld  end up facing charges.

Therefore, a lthough there  m ay be few  cases brought, there would be d ifficu lt and tim e-consum ing legal 
challenges Pub lic D efender a tto rneys would have to work on.

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B IL L  N O . ITB34
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Alaska State Legislature

-  In t e r im  ( M a y - D e e ) - 

1 0 9 2 8  E a g le  R iv e r  R d  . S u i t e  1 4 0  

E a g le  R iv e r .  A l a s k a  9 9 5 7 7  

■a | 9 0 7 |  6 9 4 - 6 6 8 3  

f a x  ( 9 0 7 )  6 9 4 - 1 0 1 5

- S e s s i o n  ( I a n  - M a y )  - 

A la s k a  S t a l e  C a p i t o l  

l u n e a u .  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

w  (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 1 9 9  

FAX ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 5 8 7

T o l l  f r e e  ( 8 0 0 )  3 4 2 - 2 1 9 9

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  F r e d  D y s o n

M e m o r a n d u m

M a r c h  9 , 1 9 9 9  

T o : R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  P e t e  K o t t ,  C h a i r  
J u d ic ia r y  C o m m i t t e e

F r o m :  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  F r e d  D y s o n

S u b je c t :  R e q u e s t  to  s c h e d u le  H B  34

P le a s e  s c h e d u le  a  J u d ic ia r y  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r in g  o n  H B  3 4 , " A n  A c t  
r e la t in g  to  t h e  c r im e  o f  m is p r i s i o n  o f  a  c r im e  a g a in s t  a  c h i l d ."  A t t a c h e d  
is  a  S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  f o r  y o u r  r e v ie w .

- E - m a i l  - 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e _ F r e d _ D y s o n

(s ’ L e g i s  s t a t e .a k  u s

- In t e r n e t  -

h t t p  / / w w w  a k r e p u b l i c a n s  o r g



S T A T E  O F F I C E

A l a s k a  P e a c e  O f f i c e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n

RO. Box 2^*01OC Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0106 Plione <'907) 277-0515 Fax (907) 272-5355

Business Manager
Joseph E. Young 
Anchorage

Board of Directors
John Charbonneau, Presidenl 
Anchorage

Robin Lown, Vice President 
Juneau

Michael Corkill, Past Presidenl 
Anchorage

Tod McGillivray, Member 
Kenai
Pres. Kenai Chapler

Ujo BrBrandlen, Memt er 
©rage
Anchorage Chapler

Angella Long, Member 
Palmer 
Pres Mat-Su Chapler

Tonya Barnes. Member 
Fairbanks
Pres. Farthest North Chapter

Robert Fletcher, Member 
Juneau
Pres. Capitol Cily Chapter

Leroy Mestas. Member 
Ketchikan
Pres. First City Chapler

Robert Claus, Member 
Craig
Pres. Prince o! Wales Chapter

John Lucking, Jr., Member 
Unalaska 

Pres. Aleutian Islands Chapter

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  D y son  
A la sk a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
S ta te  C ap ita l
J u n e a u ,  A la sk a  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  

D e a r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  D y son ,

F e b ru a ry  19, 1999

%

At a  r e c e n t m e e tin g  of th e  A PO A  B o a rd  of D ire c to rs , w e  u n a n im o u s ly  
a g r e e d  to  e n d o r s e  HB 34 .

P le a s e  c o n ta c t u s  if th e r e  is an y th in g  w e  c a n  d o  to  a s s i s t  y o u  w ith th is  bill 
a s  it p r o c e e d s  th ro u g h  th e  leg is la tiv e  p ro c e s s .  Y ou m a y  c o n ta c t  u s  a t th e  
A PO A  office in A n c h o ra g e  a t  2 7 7 -0 5 15 .

T h a n k  you  fo r s p o n s o r in g  th is  le g is la tio n .

S in c e re ly ,

tfi C h a r b o n n e a u  
S ta t e  P r e s id e n t
A la sk a  P e a c e  O ffic e rs A s so c ia tio n



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

- I n t e r im  ( M a y - D e e  ) -  

1 0 9 2 8  E a g le  R iv e r  R d  . S u i t e  M O  

E a g le  R iv e r ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 7 7  

»  ( 9 0 7 )  6 9 4 - 6 6 8 3  

f a x  ( 9 0 7 )  6 9 4 - 1 0 1 5

- S e s s i o n  ( I a n  - M a y )  • 

A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

l u n e a u .  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2  

w  (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 1 9 9  

FAX (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 4 5 8 7

T o l l  I r e e  ( 8 0 0 )  3 4 2 - 2 1 9 9

H B  3 4  
S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y s o n

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c r i m e  o f  m i s p r i s i o n  o f  a  c r i m e  a g a i n s t  a  c h i l d . "

R e c e n t l y ,  i n  a  L a s  V e g a s  c a s i n o ,  a  7 - y e a r - o l d  c h i l d  w a s  a s s a u l t e d  a n d  
t h e n  m u r d e r e d  i n  a  p u b l i c  r e s t r o o m .  T h e  p e r p e t r a t o r ' s  f r i e n d  l e f t  t h e  
r e s t r o o m  a s  t h e  a s s a u l t  w a s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  y e t  d i d  n o t h i n g  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  
v i c t i m .  I n  N e w  J e r s e y ,  a  3 1 - y e a r - o l d  w o m a n  w a s  b e a t e n  w i t h  a  b a s e b a l l  
b a t  w h i l e  t h e  p e r p e t r a t o r s '  t h r e e  f r i e n d s  w a t c h e d  f r o m  a  n e a r b y  c a r .

F o u r  s t a t e s  h a v e  " G o o d  S a m a r i t a n "  l a w s ,  V e r m o n t ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
R h o d e  I s l a n d  a n d  M i n n e s o t a .  N e v a d a  a n d  N e w  J e r s e y  d o  n o t ;  t h e  
w i t n e s s e s  t o  t h e  a b o v e  c r i m e s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  c h a r g e d .

H B  3 4  m a k e s  i t  a  C l a s s  C  f e l o n y  t o  n o t  r e p o r t  a n  i n - p r o g r e s s  f e l o n i o u s  
a s s a u l t  o n  a  c h i l d .  O f  c o u r s e ,  w e  a l l  h o p e  t h a t  a l l  c i t i z e n s  w o u l d  
i m m e d i a t e l y  g o  t o  t h e  a i d  o f  t h a t  c h i l d .  H o w e v e r ,  s o m e  c i t i z e n s  a r e  
i n t i m i d a t e d  b y  v i o l e n c e  a n d  m i g h t  b e  a f r a i d  o f  r e t r i b u t i o n .  H B  3 4  
w o u l d  s e t  t h e  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d  o f  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  c r i m e  i n  p r o g r e s s  t o  
p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o f f i c i a l s  w h o  w o u l d  t h e n  b e  a b l e  t o  c o m e  t o  t h a t  c h i l d ' s  
a i d .

T h e  l a w  d o e s  m a n y  t h i n g s  i n  o u r  c u l t u r e ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  t h e  
f u n c t i o n  o f  s t a t i n g  a n d  d e f i n i n g  o u r  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  a n d  s t a n d a r d s .  I  d o  
n o t  e x p e c t  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  l a w  t o  b e  u s e d  o f t e n ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  s e n d  t h e  
m e s s a g e  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  s t a n d  b y  a n d  d o  n o t h i n g  w h e n  a  
c h i l d  i s  b e i n g  b e a t e n ,  r a p e d ,  o r  k i l l e d .  A  f e w  w e l l - p u b l i c i z e d  
p r o s e c u t i o n s  o f  f l a g r a n t  v i o l a t o r s  w h o  r e f u s e  t o  h e l p  a  c h i l d  w i l l  h a v e  a  
s a l u t a r y  a f f e c t  i n  o u r  c u l t u r e .

• E - m a i l  ■ 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e _ F r e d _  D y s o n  
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Iverson slaying prompts 
'good Samaritan' b ill

A sso c ia te d  P r e s s
TRENTON , N .J. -- An assem blym an jo in ed  a 

grow ing chorus o f state and federal lawm akers who 
want to m ake w itnessing a v io len t crim e and not 
reporting it to police a crim inal act.

A ssemblym an W illiam  Payne, D -Essex, 
in troduced on Tuesday the "good Sam aritan" bill.

Payne said the bill was inspired by Sherrice 
Iverson, a 7-year-old C alifo rn ia girl who was raped 
and strangled in a restroom  stall o f a N evada casino 
in May 1997.

Jerem y Strohmeyer, 19, o f Long B each, Calif., 
p leaded guilty to kidnapping, sexually assau lting and 
killing Iverson at the Primm  Valley hotel, 43 m iles 
south o f Las Vegas.

S trohm eyer's friend David Cash Jr. w itnessed the 
girl's k idnapping but left the restroom  as S trohm eyer 
assau lted her.

The case has spurred pub lic in terest in "good 
Sam aritan" laws, which would require bystanders to 
call police j l ih&y-witness a violent crime.

The case also has prom pted federal legislation . A 
Texas congressm an, D em ocrat N ick Lam pson, on 
Sept. 9 in troduced the Sherrice Iverson Act.

The federal bill would require sta tes to enact 
crim inal penalties against w itnesses who do not 
report sexual crim es against children .

N evada authorities said they cou ld  ho t charge 
Cash because to w itness a crim e and do nothing 
about it is not illegal in the state.

Four states -  V ermont, M assachusetts, R hode 
Island and M innesota — have good Sam aritan laws, 
Payne said.

The A ssem bly bill is identical to a state Senate 
bill in troduced Sept. 17.

The Senate bill stem s from  an A ugust attack in 
N ew  Jersey.

Two men beat a 31-vcar-old W oodbridee woman
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with a baseball bat and threatened her w ith a gun in 
an attem pt to steal her ca r from  her m other's 
driveway.

W hile the two m en pum m eled the woman, three 
o f their friends sat in ano ther car and watched.
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! @ e n  g e t s h f e f o r  m u r d e n n g  g i r l
i

.  •? ',*  .
' By,TIM OAHLBERQ ’"

J c a s i n o

jj lf i0 ABspetelad.press • '."V' •
j ^ '.^S ^V EG A S i'H  ,A ? fo rm er honor .student avoided the 
4'deathjspehalty by 'p le ad in g  guilty Tuesday to molesting

po rn o g rap h y  a n d  f r ie n d s  lik e  D av id  C ash J r . , w hom  sh e  
s u g g e s te d ,“is n o t,a  w itn e s s 'b u t a  c o -p e rp e tra to r  in th isVnQP ** ' ** t «u • i «.;*i ft i 1A /  * * • f*r* * * i *5

C ash , 19, Jold, a u th o r i t ie s  h e  e n te r e d  th e , r e s t r o o m  a;: 
few ,m in u te s  a f t e r  h is  f r ie n d ; p e e r e d  o v e r  th e  w a ll o f  a n ; 
a d jo in in g 's ta l l  a n d  saw  S tr o h m e y e r  w ith  h is  h an d  o v e r*  
• S h e r r ic e 's 'm o u th . 'm u f f l in g 'h e r  s c r e am s . C ash  sa id  he,;

 ,  ................ to ld  S tro h m e y e r ; . to  le t^h e r.. g d 'a n d i  th e n  l e f t ; t h e  r e s t  ?
, v ,vrheTLong-B each ;"C alif .i te e n -a g e r  ag reed sfo ;ith e : p le a  l i y t
i b a rg a i irh o u rs  b e fo re  he. w as to  go on tr ia l , a dm it t in g  th a t C a sh  was. no tich a rig ed  .b ecause i'(N sv ad a  .has''no “Goodli, 

4 'h e .- s e x u a l ly '7 ,'aissaulted 't h e  g ir l ; ,w ith , h is f in g e rs  .a n d  S am a r ita r i^ ^ - law / 'r e q u ir ih g ^ so m ^ n e ^w h d ^  w itn e s s e s  Va’i 
.  » « - - ----------------------- .u„  r>„:~ \ i  - —k ;h e lpT rbnv law . e n fo rc e -  ;i

kv i 'C a sh 's ;in a c tio n , led  a  V

jf;;. S tro h m ey e r  w ill b e  o f f  th e  
r ^ te r ic e d 'p e ^ m o n th  to  life  i 
^ $ P e f $ n s e  a t to rn e y  L eslie

S e c u r ity  g u a rd s 's a id  th a t th re e  tim es , th ey  found th e  
t$ :  g ir l a lo n e  an d  to ld  h e r  fa th e r , to  com e g e t he r.

■ '"'.s. ' i

JIM LAURIE / laa Vogas Ravto*'Journal

Fprmer honor studen t Je rem y Strofj- 
meyer, with attorney Leslie'Abramson'.at 
h is s id e , p leaded guilty T u e sd a y  hours 
before h is trial w a s  to beg in . .
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Tti amend tlio Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment A rt to require S ta tes 
receiving funds under section I (Mi of sncrli Act to have in effect a
S late law providing for a criminal penally on an individual who fails R F P F I V / F n
to report witnessing another individual engaging in sexual abuse o f n t b t l  V t U"cl,iltl- JAN 2  7 1999Ans'd.

I N  T H E  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

KlSITBMUlSlt !), 1 L>f)t>
Mr. FiAMPSON (for himself, Mr. SANDLIN, and Mr. CltAMltu) introdneed the 

following'bill; which was referred to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce

A  B IL L
T o  a m e n d  t h e  C h i l d  A b u s e  P r e v e n t io n  a n d  T r e a t m e n t  A c t  

to  r e q u ir e  S t a t e s  r e c e iv in g  f u n d s  u n d e r  s e c t io n  1 0 U  o f  
s u c h  A c t  t o  h a v e  i n  e ffe c t  a  S t a t e  la w  p r o v id in g  f o r  
a  c r im in a l  p e n a lt y  o n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w h o  f a i ls  to  r e p o r t  
w i tn e s s in g  a n o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  e n g a g in g  i n  s e x u a l  a b u s e  

o f  a c h i l d .

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and IIousc of Rcprcscnia-
2 lives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 SECTIO N  1. SH O RT  T ITLE .
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1 SEC . ?.. REQ U IREM EN T  ON STATES RECE IV IN G  GRANTS FO R

2  CH ILD  ABUSE AND N EG LECT  PREV EN T IO N

3  AND TREATM ENT PRO GRA M S.

4  ( a )  I n  G e n e r a l .— S e c t io n  1 0 6 ( b ) ( 2 )  o f  t h e  C h i l d

5  A b u s e  P r e v e n t io n  a n d  T r e a t m e n t  A c t  (4 2  U . S . C .

6  5 1 0 G a ( b ) ( 2 ) )  is  a m e n d e d —

7  ( 1 )  i n  s u b p a r a g r a p h  ( C ) ,  b y  s t r ik in g  “ a n d ”  a t

8  t h e  e n d ;

9  ( 2 )  i n  s u b p a r a g r a p h  ( D ) ,  b y  s t r ik in g  t h e  p e r io d

1 0  a t  t h e  e n d  a n d  in s e r t in g  a n d ” ; a n d

J I  ( 3 )  b y  a d d i n g  a t  t h e  e n d  t h e  f o l l o w in g ;

1 2  “ ( E )  a n  a s s u r a n c e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  e c r t if i -

1 3  c a t io n  b y  t h e  c h ie f  e x e c u t iv e  o f f ic e r  o f  t h e  S t a t e

1 4  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  in  e f fe c t  a n d  is  e n f o r c in g  a

1 5  S t a t e  la w  p r o v id in g  fo r  a  c r im in a l  p e n a l t y  o n  a n

1 6  i n d i v i d u a l  1 8  y e a r s  o f  a g e  o r  o ld e r  w h o  f a i ls  t o

1 7  r e p o r t  to  a  S t a t e  o r  lo c a l  la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i -

1 8  c iu l  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  w it n e s s e d  a n o t h e r

1 9  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  S t a t e  e n g a g i n g  i n  s e x u a l  a b u s e

2 0  o f  a  c h i l d . ” .

2 1  (b ) E f f e c t iv e  D a t e — T h e  a m e n d m e n t  m a d e  b y

2 2  s u b s e c t io n  ( a )  s h a l l  t a k e  e ffe c t  o n  D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 0 4




