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"An Act relating to bounty hunters and to capturing criminal suspects or fugitives."
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o p e r a t i n g  i n  o u r  s ta t e .
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a r e ,  t h e m s e l v e s ,  a t  r i s k ;  m o s t  A l a s k a n s  h a v e  w e a p o n s  a t  h o m e  a n d  a r e  

q u i t e  u n a c c o u s t o m e d  t o  h a v i n g  t h e i r  h o m e s  i n v a d e d  b y  a r m e d  p e o p l e  

w i t h o u t  r e s i s t i n g  v i g o r o u s l y .
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I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T Y - F I R S T  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

BY REPRESENTATIVE DYSON

In troduced : 3/5/99 
Referred : Ju d ic ia ry

A BILL 
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to arrests."
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O . 3 3

3 * Section 1. A S  12.25 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d in g  a n e w  s e c t io n  to  read :

4  Sec. 12.25.025. Grounds for arrest b y  private person. A  p r iv a te  p e r s o n  m a y

5  a rrest a p e r so n  w i th o u t  a w a rra n t f o r  a c r im e  c o m m it t e d  in  th is  s ta te  o r  a tte m p te d  in

6  th is  s ta te  in  the  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  p e rso n  m a k in g  th e  arrest. A  p r iv a te  p e r s o n  m a y  n o t

7  a rrest a p e r s o n  f o r  a c r im e  n o t  c o m m it te d  o r  a tte m p ted  in  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  p e r s o n

8 m a k in g  th e  arrest.

9 * Sec. 2. A S  1 2 .2 5 .0 3 0 (a ) is  a m e n d e d  to  read:

10 (a )  A  [ P R I V A T E  P E R S O N  O R  A ]  p e a ce  o f f i c e r  [ W I T H O U T  A  W A R R A N T ]

11 m a y  a rrest a p e r s o n  without a warrant
12 (1 )  fo r  a  c r im e  c o m m it te d  o r  a tte m p te d  in  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  o f f i c e r

13 [ P E R S O N ]  m a k in g  th e  arrest;

14 (2 )  w h e n  th e  p e r so n  has c o m m it t e d  a  f e lo n y ,  a lth o u g h  n o t  in  th e

15 p r e s e n ce  o f  th e  officer [ P E R S O N ]  m a k in g  th e  arrest;
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1 ( 3 )  w h e n  a fe lo n y  has in  fa c t  b e e n  c o m m it t e d ,  a n d  th e  o f f i c e r

2  [ P E R S O N ]  m a k in g  the  arrest has r e a s o n a b le  c a u s e  fo r  b e l ie v in g  th e  p e r so n  to  h a v e

3 c o m m i t t e d  i t i

4 (4) when the officer has probable cause to believe the person has.
5 either in or outside the presence of the officer.
6 (A) committed a crime involving domestic violence, whether
7 the crime is a felony or a misdemeanor: in this subparagraph, "crime
8 involving domestic violence" has the meaning given in AS 18.66.990:
9 (B) committed the crime of violating a nrotective order in
10 violation of AS 11.56.740: or
11 (C) violated a condition of release imposed under
12 AS 12.30.025 or 12.30.027:
13 (5) when the peace officer has reasonable cause for believing that
14 the person has
15 (A) committed a crime under or violated conditions imposed
16 as part of the person's release before trial on misdemeanor charges
17 brought under AS 11.41.270:
18 (B) violated AS 04.16.050 or an ordinance with similar
19 elements: however, unless there is a lawful reason for further detention, a
20 person who is under the age of 18 and who has been arrested for violating
21 AS 04.16.050 or an ordinance with similar elements shall be cited for the
22 offense and released to the person's parent, guardian, or legal custodian:
23 or
24 (C) violated conditions imposed as part of the person's
25 release before trial on felony charges brought under AS 11.41.410 -
26 11.41.458.
2 7  *  S e c .  3 . A S  1 2 .2 5 .0 3 0 (b ) is a m e n d e d  to  read :

2 8  ( b )  In  a d d it io n  to  the  a u th o r ity  g ra n te d  b y  (a )  o f  th is  s e c t io n ,  a p e a c e  o f f i c e r

29 [(1)] sha ll m a k e  an a rre s t u n d e r  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  d e s c r ib e d  in

30 A S  1 8 .6 5 .5 3 0  [;

31 (2.) W I T H O U T  A  W A R R A N T  M A Y  A R R E S T  A  P E R S O N  I F  T H E
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1 O F F I C E R  H A S  P R O B A B L E  C A U S E  T O  B E L I E V E  T H E  P E R S O N  H A S ,  E I T H E R

2 I N  O R  O U T S I D E  T H E  P R E S E N C E  O F  T H E  O F F I C E R ,

3  ( A )  C O M M I T T E D  A  C R I M E  I N V O L V I N G  D O M E S T I C

4 V I O L E N C E ,  W H E T H E R  T H E  C R I M E  I S  A  F E L O N Y  O R  A

5  M I S D E M E A N O R ;  I N  T H I S  S U B P A R A G R A P H ,  " C R I M E  I N V O L V I N G

6  D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E "  H A S  T H E  M E A N I N G  G I V E N  IN  A S  1 8 .66 .990 ;

7  ( B )  C O M M I T T E D  T H E  C R I M E  O F  V I O L A T I N G  A

8  P R O T E C T I V E  O R D E R  IN  V I O L A T I O N  O F  A S  11 .56 .740 ; O R

9 ( C )  V I O L A T E D  A  C O N D I T I O N  O F  R E L E A S E  I M P O S E D

10 U N D E R  A S  1 2 .3 0 .0 2 5  O R  1 2 .3 0 .0 2 7 ;

11 ( 3 )  W I T H O U T  A  W A R R A N T  M A Y  A R R E S T  A  P E R S O N  W H E N

12  T H E  P E A C E  O F F I C E R  H A S  R E A S O N A B L E  C A U S E  F O R  B E L I E V I N G  T H A T  T H E

13 P E R S O N  H A S

14  ( A )  C O M M I T T E D  A  C R I M E  U N D E R  O R  V I O L A T E D

1 5  C O N D I T I O N S  I M P O S E D  A S  P A R T  O F  T H E  P E R S O N ' S  R E L E A S E  B E F O R E

16  T R I A L  O N  M I S D E M E A N O R  C H A R G E S  B R O U G H T  U N D E R  A S  1 1 .4 1 .2 7 0 ;

17 ( B )  V I O L A T E D  A S  0 4 .1 6 .0 5 0  O R  A N  O R D I N A N C E  W I T H

18 S I M I L A R  E L E M E N T S ;  H O W E V E R ,  U N L E S S  T H E R E  I S  A  L A W F U L

19 R E A S O N  F O R  F U R T H E R  D E T E N T I O N ,  A  P E R S O N  W H O  I S  U N D E R  T H E

2 0  A G E  O F  18 A N D  W H O  H A S  B E E N  A R R E S T E D  F O R  V I O L A T I N G

21  A S  0 4 .1 6 .0 5 0  O R  A N  O R D I N A N C E  W I T H  S I M I L A R  E L E M E N T S  S H A L L

22 B E  C I T E D  F O R  T H E  O F F E N S E  A N D  R E L E A S E D  T O  T H E  P E R S O N ' S

23 P A R E N T ,  G U A R D I A N ,  O R  L E G A L  C U S T O D I A N ;  O R

24 ( C )  V I O L A T E D  C O N D I T I O N S  I M P O S E D  A S  P A R T  O F  T H E

2 5  P E R S O N ' S  R E L E A S E  B E F O R E  T R I A L  O N  F E L O N Y  C H A R G E S  B R O U G H T

26 U N D E R  A S  1 1 .4 1 .4 1 0  - 1 1 .4 1 .4 5 8 ].

27 *  S e c .  4. A S  1 2 .2 5 .0 4 0  is a m e n d e d  to  read ;

28 Sec. 12.25.040. Taking before judge or magistrate person arrested by
2 9  private person [BYSTANDER]. A  p e a ce  o f f i c e r  m a y , w ith o u t  w a rra n t, ta k e  b e fo r e

30 a j u d g e  o r  m a g is tra te  a p e r s o n  w h o  has been [, B E I N G  E N G A G E D  I N  A  B R E A C H

31 O F  T H E  P E A C E ,  I S ]  a rre s te d  b y  a private person [ B Y S T A N D E R ]  a n d  d e l iv e r e d  to

1 - L S 0 2 4 0 V D
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th e  p e a ce  o f f i c e r .

*  S e c .  5 . A S  1 2 .3 0 .0 2 0 (e ) is  a m en d e d  to  read :

( e )  T h e  ju d i c ia l  o f f i c e r  sha ll in fo r m  the  p e r so n  o f  the  p e n a lt ie s  tha t m a y  b e  

im p o s e d  f o r  a v io la t io n  o f  th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  re le a se  a n d  a d v is e  th e  p e r s o n  tha t a 

w a r ra n t  f o r  th e  p e rso n 's  a rrest w ill  b e  is su e d  im m e d ia te ly  u p o n  a  v io la t io n  o r  th a t th e  

p e r s o n  m a y  b e  a rrested  w ith o u t  a w a rra n t fo r  a v io la t io n  o f  c o n d i t io n s  o f  re le a se  as se t 

o u t  in  A S  1 2 .3 0 .0 3 0  [ A S  1 2 .2 5 .0 3 0 (b )].
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D e a r  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  D y so n ,

At a  re c e n t m e e tin g  of th e  A PO A  B o a rd  of D ire c to rs , w e  u n a n im o u s ly  
a g r e e d  to  e n d o r s e  HB 33 .

P le a s e  c o n ta c t u s  if th e r e  is a n y th in g  w e  c a n  d o  to  a s s i s t  y o u  w ith th is  bill 
a s  it p r o c e e d s  th ro u g h  th e  leg is la tiv e  p ro c e s s .  Y ou m a y  c o n ta c t  u s  a t th e  
A PO A  office in A n c h o ra g e  a t 2 7 7 -0 5 15 .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r s p o n s o r in g  th is  leg is la tio n . 

S in c e r e ly ,

S ta te  P r e s id e n t
A la sk a  P e a c e  O ffic e rs  A sso c ia tio n



B o u n t y  h u n t e r s  g e t  n o  q u a r t e r

S t a t e  t r i e s  t o  r e i n  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  s u s p e n d s  m o o n l i g h t i n g  g u a i r d s

6 O u r  p o s i t i o n  o n  this is that it r e p r e s e n t s  a  s e r i o u s  

d a n g e r  to i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e .  W h e r e  this h a s  b e e n  a  

p r o b l e m  O u t s i d e , it h a s  usually, i n v o l v e d  b a s i c a l l y  

u n t r a i n e d  y a h o o s  g e t t i n g  l i q u o r e d  u p  a n d  k i c k i n g  

in t h e  w r o n g  d o o r s . 9

— Dean G uaneli, A laska’s c h ie f a s s is ta n t atto rney general

The Associated Press

KENAI — One o f th e  s ta te ’s top 
p ro secu to rs  say s A laska  o ffic ia ls 
want to sh a rp ly  lim it boun ty  hu n t­
ing a f te r  two p riso n  g u a rd s  b a rg ed  
into a  N ikiski house to c a p tu re  a 
m an w anted in W ash ington s ta te .

T he  g u a rd s , m oon lig h tin g  a s 
boun ty  hun te rs , w e re  c h a rg ed  w ith 
th re e  counts o f th ird -d eg re e  a s ­
sau lt and  one count o f  f irs t-d e g re e  
b u rg la ry  a f te r  the O ct. 1 in c iden t.

D av id  C am eron, 45, and  Ronald 
W illiam s, 54, bo th o f  K enai, hav e  
sin ce  been su sp end ed  w ithou t pay  
from  th e ir  jo b s  a t th e  W ildwood 
C o rrec tiona l C en te r.

A no the r m an , S e th  O eh ler, 28, 
face s th e  sam e c h a rg e s .

The th ree allegedly b roke in to the 
N ikiski home to take custody o f an 
accused  bail jum pe r from  W ashing­
ton sta te , 31-year-old R icky Welch.

“T he  m essage we w an t to g e t out 
is th a t th is will not b e  to le ra ted  in 
A laska ,” D ean G uaneli, A la sk a ’s 
c h ie f  a s s is tan t a tto rn e y  g en e ra l, 
told th e  Peninsu la C larion o f  K enai. 

“O u r position on th is  is th a t it

r e p re s e n ts  a  se r io u s  d a n g e r to in ­
no cen t peop le . W here  th is has been  
a p rob lem  O utside , it h a s usua lly  
invo lved bas ic a lly  u n tra in ed  y a ­
hoos g e ttin g  liquo red  up and  k ick ­
ing in the w rong  doo rs."

M ost boun ty  hu n ting  invo lves 
re la tiv e ly  m ino r ch a rg e s , G uaneli 
sa id . Bail ju m p e rs  f lee ing  se riou s 
fe lon ies, su ch  a s  v io len t c rim es , 
u su a lly  a r e  hand led  by o ffic ia l law  
en fo rc em en t p e rsonne l, he  added .

"W e’re  p r e t ty  good in A laska 
abo u t p ick in g  up and  ex tra d itin g  
s e r io u s  o f fe n d e rs ,” G uaneli said.

T h e  A laska L eg is la tu re  has no t

y e t t r ie d  to  r e g u la te  b o u n ty  
h u n te rs , and  G uane li sa id  h e  is not 
s u r e  a n o th e r  law  is th e  an sw e r .

I t ’s n o t c le a r  how  m uch  boun ty  
h u n tin g  goes on  in A laska. T h e re  is 
no  s ta te  s ta tu te  r e n u ir in g  b oun ty  
h u n te rs  to  c h e c k  in w ith lo ca l po ­
lic e  b e fo re  go ing  to w ork . A nd be ­
c a u se  th e  p r a c t ic e  is u n reg u la te d  
th e re  is no s ta te  in fo rm a tio n  on 
boun ty  hun tin g .

"W he th e r th e re  need s to b e  an­
o th e r s ta tu te  rem a in s  to be seen ,” 
G uaneli sa id , “b u t th is is an  a re a  
w he re  w e c e r ta in ly  don’t w ant to  see 
a  lo t o f free -lan c ing  going on."
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OFFERED  IN  TH E  HO U SE  BY  REPRESEN TA T IV E  D Y SO N

TO : SSHB 33

1 Page 4, fo llow ing line 7:

2 In se rt a  new  bill sec tion to read:J /if
3 "* S e c . 3 .  AS 12.70.130 is am ended to read:

4 S e c . 1 2 .7 0 . 1 3 0 .  A r r e s t  w it h o u t  w a r r a n t . The arrest o f  a person m ay also

5 be law fully m ade by a  peace officer [OR A  PR IV A TE PERSON ] w ithou t a  w arran t

6  upon reasonable inform ation that the accused stands charged in the courts o f ano ther

7 sta te w ith a  crim e pun ishab le by death or im prisonm en t for a  term  exceed ing  one

8  year. W h e n  [, B U T  W HEN ] arrested* the accused  m ust be taken before a ju dge  o r

9 m agistra te w ithou t unnecessary delay and, in any event, w ith in 24 hours a fter arrest,

10 inc lud ing  Sundays and ho lidays. A [, AND] com plain t shall be m ade against the

11 accused  under oath  se tting ou t the g round  for the arrest as in AS 12.70.120.

12 Thereafter* the an sw er o f  the accused shall be heard as if the accused had been

13 arrested on a w arrant."
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B o u n t y  h u n t e r s  g e t  n o  q u a r t e r

S t a t e  t r i e s  t o  r e i n  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  s u s p e n d s  m o o n l i g h t i n g  g u a r d s

* O u r  p o s i t i o n  o n  this is that it r e p r e s e n t s  a  s e r i o u s  

d a n g e r  to i n n o c e n t  p e o p l e .  W h e r e  this h a s  b e e n  a  

p r o b l e m  O u t s i d e , it. h a s  usually, i n v o l v e d  b a s i c a l l y  

u n t r a i n e d  y a h o o s  g e t t i n g  l i q u o r e d  u p  a n d  k i c k i n g  

in t h e  w r o n g  d o o r s . 9

— D ean G uaneli, A laska’s ch ief a ssis ta n t atto rney generali

(The Associated Press

) KENAI — One o f th e  s ta te ’s top 
m osecu to rs say s A laska o ffic ia ls  
w an t to  sh a rp ly  lim it boun ty  h u n t­
ing a f te r  tw o p riso n  g u a rd s  b a rg ed  
in to a  N ik isk i hou se  to c a p tu re  a 
m an w an ted  in  W ash ing ton  s ta te .

T h e  g u a rd s , m oo n lig h tin g  a s  
boun ty  h u n te rs , w e re  ch a rg ed  w ith  
th re e  coun ts o f t. "d -d eg ree  a s ­
sau lt and  one coun t o f  f irs t-d e g re e  
b u rg la ry  a f te r  th e Oct. 1 in c iden t.

D avid C am eron , 45, an d  Ronald  
W illiam s, 54, bo th  o f K enai, h av e  
s in ce  been  su sp en d ed  w ithou t p ay  
from  th e ir  jo b s  a t th e  W ildwood 
C o rrec tio na l C en te r .

A no the r m an , S e th  O eh ler, 28, 
face s  th e  sam e  ch a rg e s .

The th ree  a llegedly b roke into th e  
N ikiski home to tak e  custody o f an  
accused  bail jum p e r from  W ash ing­
ton sta te , 31-year-old R icky Welch.

“T he m essag e  w e w an t to  g e t ou t 
is th a t th is w ill no t b e  to le ra te d  in 
A laska ,” D ean  G uaneli, A la sk a ’s 
c h ie f  a s s is ta n t a tto rn e y  g en e ra l, 
told th e  P en in su la  C larion o f K enai.

“O u r position  on th is  is th a t it

r e p re s e n ts  a  se r io u s  d a n g e r  to in ­
no cen t peop le . W here  th is  has b een  
a p ro b lem  O utside , it h a s u su a lly  
invo lved  b a s ic a lly  u n tra in ed  y a ­
hoos g e ttin g  liq uo red  up  and  k ick ­
ing in th e  w rong  d o o rs .”

M ost b oun ty  h u n tin g  invo lves 
re la tiv e ly  m in o r c h a rg e s , G uaneli 
sa id . B ail ju m p e rs  f le e in g  se r io u s  
fe lon ie s , su ch  a s  v io len t c r im e s , 
u su a lly  a r e  h and led  by  o ffic ia l law  
en fo rc em en t p e rson ne l, h e  added .

“W e’r e  p r e t ty  good in  A laska 
abo u t p ick in g  up  and  e x tra d it in g  
se r io u s  o f fe n d e rs ,” G uane li sa id . 

T h e  A laska  L eg is la tu re  h as no t

y e t  t r ie d  to  r e g u la te  b o u n ty  
h u n te rs , and G uane li sa id  h e  is  not 
s u re  a n o th e r  law  is th e  an sw e r .

I t ’s n o t c le a r  how  m uch  b oun ty  
hu n tin g  goes on in A laska. T h e re  is 
no  s ta te  s ta tu te  re q u ir in g  b oun ty  
h u n te rs  to  ch e c k  in w ith  lo ca l po­
lic e  b e fo re  go ing  to  w ork . A nd b e ­
c au se  th e  p ra c t ic e  is u n reg u la te d , 
th e re  is no s ta te  in fo rm a tio n  on 
boun ty  hun ting .

“W hether th e re  n eed s to b e  an­
o th e r s ta tu te  rem a in s  to  be seen ,” 
G uaneli said, "b u t th is  is an  a rea  
w he re  w e ce rta in ly  don’t w ant to  see 
a  lo t o f free -lanc ing  go ing on.”
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