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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r e d  D y s o n

HB 177
S p on so r  S ta tem en t

"An Act relating to foster parents; relating to the right of foster parents 
to have notice of, and testify at, delinquency hearings and to the 
disclosure of minors’ records to foster parents; and amending Rules 3, 
7,10,12,15, 21,23, and 25, Alaska Delinquency Rules."

F o ste r  p a re n ts o ften  are an in o rd in a te ly  v a lu a b le  re so u r re  to the State 
o f  A la sk a  ca se  w o rk e rs  and ju d g e s in  re sp e ct  to the c o n d it io n  and b e st 

in te re st s  o f  a fo ste r  c h ild  in  state cu sto d y . T h i s  b i l l  re q u ire s  that fo ste r  
p a ren ts be a llow ed  to be p re se n t and have a v o ice  at a ll p ro c e e d in g s 
d e a lin g  w ith  the d isp o s it io n  and treatm ent o f  the c h ild .

B ecau se  th e se  fo ste r  p a rents liv e  w ith  the c h ild  c o n t in u a lly , and are 
o ften  v e ry  e xp erien ced  at d ea lin g  w ith  tro u b led  c h ild re n , m o st  fo ste r  
p a ren ts are an e xce lle n t re so u rce  fo r  the o v e rw o rk e d  ca se  w o rk e r s  and 
the b u sy  ju d g e s  w h o  m u st make im p orta nt d e c i s io n s  c o n c e rn in g  

c h ild re n  w ith  v e ry  lit t le  in fo rm a tio n .

L a st yea r, w e  in tro d u ced  H B  456 w h ic h  gave the r ig h t  o f  fo ste r  p a ren ts 
to have n o tice  o f, and te st ify  at, c h ild - in -n e e d -o f-a id  (C IN A )  and 
d e lin q u e n c y  h e a r in g s and to the d is c lo su re  o f  m in o r s ' r e c o rd s  to fo ste r  
p a ren ts. In  a d d it io n , H B  375 , the C h ild  P ro te ctio n  B ill w h ic h  
p re d o m in a te ly  fo cu se d  on  C IN A  p ro ce e d in g s, w a s in tro d u ce d . D u e  to 

it s  su b je ct , w e  w ere  able to in co rp ora te  h a lf  o f  H B  456 in to  H B 375 .

N o w  la w , H B  375  g iv e s  fo ste r p a ren ts a x*ight to be hea rd  in  C IN A  co u rt  

p ro ce e d in g s, but not in  d e lin q u e n cy  h e a rin g s. H B  1 7 7  w i l l  e s se n t ia lly  

a ch iev e  m y  o r ig in a l in tent and w il l  a llo w  fo ste r  p a re n ts a v o ice  in  

co u rt  and in fo rm a tio n  w ith o u t rega rd  to the p r o c e s s  in  w h ic h  th e ir  

fo ste r  c h ild re n  are in v o lv e d .
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Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherw ise noted below.
OPERATING FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 FY2004 FY2005
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
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CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
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COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 1631
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OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2000 FY 2001 FY 2 002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005

PERSONAL SERVICES
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EQUIPMENT
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0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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