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F I S C A L  N O T E
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
1999 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N

R ev is ion D a te /T im e (N o te if co rre c tio n ): _____________

Title: Licensing Home Health Agencies and

0.

Disclosure of Licensing Report,.

D ep t. A ffe c te d : 

BRU: 

C om ponen t:

Bill Vers ion:
(S) P ub l ish  D ate

Health and Social Services
Medical Assistance Admin
Certification & Licensing

Sponso r:

R eques to r:

Senate (HES)
Senate (HES)

COMPONENT SER IAL NO . 2 4 5 

See also (SN#):

Expenditures/Revenues: (T housands o f Do lla rs)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless o therw ise noted below.
O P E R A T IN G FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 FY2004 FY2005
PERSONAL SERVICES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TRAVEL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CONTRACTUAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
SUPPLIES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
EQUIPMENT 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
GRANTS , C LA IM S 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
M ISCELLANEOUS 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TO TAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAP ITA L EXPENDITURES 0.0 • 0 .0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CHANGES IN REVENUES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (T housands o f Dolla rs)

1 0 0 2 Fede ra l R ece ip ts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
10 0 3 GF M a tch 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
100 4 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1 0 0 5 GF /P rog ram  R ece ip ts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
103 7 G F /M en t3 l H ea lth 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
O th e r (p lease sp e c ify ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TO TAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
E s tim a te o f any c u r re n t ye a r (F Y 1 9 9 9 ) co s t: $ 0 .0

P O S IT IO N S :

FULL-T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separa te  page if necessary)

The Department supports this b ill, both for the Disclosure o f  L icen sin g Reports and Licen sin g Home Health A gen cies sections. 
Section 1 - D isclo su re  o f Lice n sin g R e p o rts  ( H O S P IC E )  - A n a ly s is : The disclosure o f  licensing reports would affect all 
hospice organizations licensed by the Department under A S  I S. 18. It is in the interest o f  the public to have access to licensure 
reports to assist in m aking decisions about their health care needs. There is no FY2000 fiscal im pact to this section o f  the bill. 
Section 2 - D isclo su re  o f L ice n sin g  R e p o rts - A n a ly s is : The disclosure o f  licensing reports would affect all health facilities 
licensed by the Department under A S  18.20. T h is  would include hospitals, nursing homes, am bulatory surgical centers and free 
standing birth centers. It is in the interest o f the public to have access to licensure reports to assist in m aking decisions about 
their health care needs. There is no FY2 000 fiscal impact to this section o f the bill. Section 3 - Horne H ealth
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Approved by Commissioner: Kalr(nr1^fdiic,^omnTfssioncr__________
Agency: Dcparlment of Health & Social Services
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R e v i s i o n  D a t e : j| | | _________  ' * ^ f l L L N O .  SB  56 ^  /

ANALYSIS (cont.):
Agen cies A n a ly s is : The Department has, since the early 80s, licensed home health agencies. It was only recently that the 
Department o f L aw  questioned the authority to do so. Currently the department has regulations (7 A A C  12.500-12.590) 
under the broad statutory authority o f A S  18.05. for regulating home health agencies. T h is bill would provide 
unquestionable, c lear andspecific statutory authority to license and regulate the quality o f  care provided by these agencies. It 
is felt this bill is ju stifie d  in order for the Department to have statutory authority for oversight o f home health agencies to 
assure minimum standards in quality o f care are being provided to clients. Because the Department is currently surveyin g 
home health agencies, there would be no increased funding necessary for this bill anticipated for FY2 000. se ctio n  4 - 
D isclosure o f A ssisted  L iv in g  H om e Lice n sin g  R e p o rts - A n a ly s is : The disclosure o f  licensing reports would affect all 
assisted living homes licensed by the Department under A S  47.33. We believe it is in the interest o f  the public to have access 
to licensure reports to assist in m aking decisions about their health care needs. There is no FY2 000 fiscal impact to this 
section o f the b ill. Sectio n  5 - T R A N S IT IO N  - A n a ly s is : T h is section establishes authority for each department affected b\ 
the bill to adopt regulations necessaray to implement the act. S in ce regulations are currently used in licensure o f  home health 
agencies, revision would be m inim al, requiring only to revise the regulations to include the authority. One or two sections 
w ill have to be added for the licensure o f  home health agencies. There is no FY2000 fiscal impact to this section o f the bill. 
Section 6 - R E V I S O R ’S  IN S T R U C T IO N  - A n a ly s is : T his section provides instruction to the revisor. There is no FY2OO0 
fiscal impact to this section o f  the bill. Section 7 - E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  - A n a ly sis : T h is section establishes the effective 
date for the statute. There is no FY2000 fiscal impact to this section o f  the bill.
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S T A T E  O F  A LA SK A
1999 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS IO N

F I S C A L  N O T E

BILL NO. IIB 18C

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Health and Social Services
Title: Licensing Home Health Agencies and BRU: (Medical Assistance Admin

Disclosure of Licensing Reports Component: Certification & Licensing
Sponsor: House (HES) COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 245

Requestor: House (HES) See also (SN//):

Expenditures/Revenues: (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless o therw ise noted below.
OPERATING FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 FY2004 FY2005
PERSONAL SERVICES 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
TRAVEL 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
CONTRACTUAL 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
SUPPLIES 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
EQUIPMENT 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
LAND & STRUCTURES 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
MISCELLANEOUS 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

CHANGES IN REVENUES 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0  I
FUND SOURCE (Thousand of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (please specify)

0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0
0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

Estimate of any currant year (FY1999) cost: 
PO S ITIO N S :

$0.0

FUL1 ■ 1IME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

A N A L Y S IS : (A tta ch  a separate page if necessary)

The Department supports this b ill, both for the Disclosure o f  Licensing Reports and Lice n sin g Home Health A gen cies sections. 
Section 1 - D isclo su re o f  L ice n sin g  R e p o rts  ( H O S P IC E )  - A n a ly sis : The disclosure o f  licensing reports would affect all 
hospice organizations licensed by the Department under A S  18.18. It is in the interest o f  the public to have access to licensure 
reports to assist in m aking decisions about their health care needs. There is no FY 2 0 0 0  fiscal impact to this section o f  the bill. 
Section  2 - H om e H ealth  A gen cies - A n a ly s is : The Department has, since the early 80s, licensed home health agencies. It 
was only recently that the Department o f  Law  questioned the authority to do so. Currently the department has regulations (7 
A A C  12.500-12.590) under the broad statutory authority o f A S  18.05. for regulating home health agencies. T h is bill would 
provide unquestionable, clear and specific statutory authority to license and regulate the quality o f care provided by these 
agencies. It is felt this bill is ju stified  in order for the Department to have statutory authority for oversight o f  home health 
agencies to assure minimum standards in quality o f  care are being provided to clients. Because the Department is currently 
surveying home health agencies, there would be no increased funding necessary for this bill anticipated for FY2000.

Shclhcrt Larsen Phone: (907)561-8081
Medical A ^slan cc  _ / Date/Time: 4/15/99 1 29 PM

K arcnnrffhi»rvltiflttl1s surh c r Date:
Department of Health & Social Services

Prepared by: 

D ivision:

A pproved by C om m issioner: 

Agency:

PREPARER T O  PRO VIDE ALL D IS TR IB U TIO N  COPIES T O  G O V E R N O R 'S  LEG IS LA TIV E  OFFICE

For further d istribution in fo rm a tion , call the G overnor's  Legislative Office
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Revis ion Date ; B I L L  N O .  H B  186

ANALYSIS (cont.):
Section 3 -D isclo su re o f L ic e n s in g  R e p o rts  - A n a ly sis : The disclosure o f  licensing reports would affect all health facilities 
licensed by the Department under A S  18.20. T his would include hospitals, nursing homes, am bulatory surgical centers and 
free standing birth centers. It is in the interest o f  the public to have access to licensure reports to assist in m aking decisions 
about their health care needs. There is no FY2000 fiscal impact to this section o f  the b ill.
Section 4 -  D isclosure o f  A ssisted  L iv in g  Hom e Lice n sin g  R e p o rts  - A n a ly s is : The disclosure o f  licensing reports would 
affect all assisted living homes licensed by the Department under A S4 7 .3 3 . We believe it is in the interest o f  the public to 
have access to licensure reports to assist in making decisions about their health care needs. There is no FY 2 0 0 0  fiscal impact 
to this section o f  the bill.
Section 5 -  T R A N S IT IO N  - A n a ly sis : T h is section establishes authority for each department affected by the bill to adopt 
regulations necessary to implement the act. Since regulations are currently used in licensure o f  home health agencies, 
revision would be m inim al, requiring only to revise the regu ations to include the authority. One or two sections w ill have to 
be added for the licensure regulations o f  home health agencie;. There is no FY2000 fiscal im pact to this section o f  the b ill. 
Section 6 - R E V IS O R ’ S IN S T R U C T IO N  - A n a ly sis : T h is s iction provides instruction to the revisor. There is no FY2 000 
fiscal impact to this section o f  the bill.
Section 7 -  E F F E C T I V E  D A T E  -  A n a ly s is : T h is section establishes the effective date for the statute. There is no FY2000 
fiscal impact to this section o f  the bill.
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S B  5 6 / H B  1 8 6

S e c t i o n  1

D i s c l o s u r e  o f  L i c e n s i n g  R e p o r t s

• F u l l  p u b l i c  d is c lo s u r e  o f  l i c e n s in g  rep o r ts  w o u ld  a f f e c t  all h e a lth  fa c i l i t ie s  l i c e n s e d  b y  the  

D e p a r tm e n t  u n d e r  A S  18.20. T h i s  w o u ld  in c lu d e  h o sp ita ls , n u r s in g  h o m e s ,  a m b u la to ry  

s u r g ica l  c e n te r s ,  h o m e  h e a lth  a g e n c ie s ,  h o s p ic e  o rg a n iza tio n s  a n d  fre e  s ta n d in g  b ir th  ce n te r s .

• It is in  th e  in te re s t  o f  th e  p u b l i c  to  h a v e  a c c e s s  to  l ic e n s u re  re p o r ts  to  a s s is t  in  m a k in g  

d e c i s io n s  a b o u t th e ir  h e a lth  ca re  n eed s .

• P u b l i c  s c r u t in y  w o u ld  fu r th e r  e n co u ra g e  fa c i l i t ie s  to  m a in ta in  a sa fe  e n v ir o n m e n t  fo r  

r e c ip ie n ts ,  c l ie n ts  and  p a tien ts , a n d  to  p r o v id e  a h ig h  le v e l o f  q u a li ty  o f  ca re  an d  q u a lity  o f  

life .

S e c t i o n  2

H o m e  H e a l t h  A g e n c i e s

• T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  has, s in c e  the  e a r ly  80s. lic e n s e d  h o m e  h ea lth  a g e n c ie s .

• R e c e n t ly ,  the  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  L a w  q u e s t io n e d  the  a u th o r ity  to  l i c e n s e  h o m e  h e a lth  a g e n c ie s .  

C u r r e n t ly  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  has re g u la t io n s  (7  A  A C  1 2 .5 0 0 -1 2 .5 9 0 ) u n d e r  the  b ro a d  sta tutory ' 

a u th o r ity  o f  A S  18.05. fo r  re g u la t in g  h o m e  h ea lth  a g e n c ie s .

« T h i s  b i l l  w o u ld  p r o v id e  u n q u e s tio n a b le , c le a r  and  s p e c i f i c  s ta tu to ry  a u th o r ity  to  l i c e n s e  a n d

re g u la te  the  q u a lity  o f  ca re  p r o v id e d  b y  h o m e  h ea lth  a g e n c ie s .

• T h e  B i l l  is  ju s t i f i e d  in  o rd e r  fo r  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  to  h a v e  c le a r  s ta tu to ry  a u th o r ity  fo r  o v e r s ig h t  

o f  h o m e  h e a lth  a g e n c ie s  to  a ssu re  m in im u m  sta n d a rd s  in  q u a lity  o f  ca re  are b e in g  p r o v id e d  to  

c l ie n ts .

• T h e  b i l l  w o u ld  e n su re  th a t an e n t ity  tha t e s ta b lish es , c o n d u c t s ,  o r  re p re se n ts  i t s e l f  to  the  

p u b l i c  as a h o m e  h e a lth  a g e n cy ,  o r  o th e rw is e  m e e ts  th e  d e f in i t io n  m u s t  h a v e  a l i c e n s e  fr o m  

th e  d e p a r tm e n t  a u th o r iz in g  it to  b e  a h o m e  h e a lth  a g e n cy .

• R a t io n a le  fo r  re q u ir in g  l i c e n s in g  o f  e n tit ie s  tha t m e e t  the  h o m e  h ea lth  a g e n cy  d e f in i t io n  is  to  

e n s u re  c o m p l ia n c e  w ith  m in im u m  sta n d a rd s  fo r  e n tit ie s  e f f e c t iv e ly  o p e ra tin g  as h o m e  h e a lth  

a g e n c ie s ,  b u t  w h i c h  m a y  n o t b e  c a l l in g  th e m s e lv e s  s u ch .



A la sk a  State Le g is la tu re

Official Business

State Capitol 
Juneau A K  
99801-1182

L o n g - T e r m  C a r e  T a s k  F o r c e

Senate B ill N o . 56
An Act allowing the disclosure of reports with regard to inspection and 

investigations of certain health care facilities, home health agencies, hospice 
programs and assisted living homes; authorizing the Department of Health and 

Social Services to license home health agencies; and providing for an effective date.

U n d e r  c u r r e n t  la w ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c a n n o t  m a k e  a v a i la b le  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h e  a n n u a l  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t s  o f  h o s p i t a l s ,  n u r s i n g  h o m e s ,  o r  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  h o m e s  

l i c e n s e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s .  F u l l  p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  l i c e n s i n g  r e p o r t s  w o u l d  

b e n e f i t  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  h e l p  i n d i v i d u a l s  m a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d in g  

t h e i r  h e a l t h  c a r e  n e e d s .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  m a k e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s '  f in a l  l i c e n s i n g  r e p o r t  a v a i la b le  t o  t h e  

p u b l i c  w i t h i n  14  c a l e n d a r  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to  t h e  

h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i t y  b e i n g  r e v i e w e d .  P u b l i c  s c r u t i n y  e n c o u r a g e s  fa c i l i t i e s  to  

m a i n t a i n  a s a fe  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  p r o v i d e  a  h i g h  q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e .  A n y  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i d e n t i f i e s  p a t i e n t s  o r  c l i e n t s  r e m a i n s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  a c t u a l  l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e s s  f o r  h o m e  h e a l t h  

a g e n c i e s .  A  h o m e  h e a l t h  a g e n c y ,  e i t h e r  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e ,  is  a n  e n t i t y  th a t  

p r o v i d e s  p r i m a r i l y  s k i l l e d  n u r s i n g  c a r e  a n d  t h e r a p e u t i c  s e r v i c e s  t o  p e o p l e  in  

t h e i r  o w n  h o m e s ,  a n  a s s i s t e d  l i v i n g  h o m e ,  o r  a n o t h e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e t t in g .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  h a s ,  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 8 0 s , l i c e n s e d  

h o m e  h e a l t h  a g e n c i e s .  R e g u l a t i o n s  ( 7 A A C  1 2 .5 0 0 -1 2 .5 9 0 ) w e r e  a d o p t e d  u n d e r  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  b r o a d  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y .  R e c e n t l y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  

q u e s t i o n e d  t h a t  a u t h o r i t y .  T h i s  l e g i s la t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  

a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  s p e c i f i c  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  t o  l i c e n s e  a n d  

r e g u la t e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e  p r o v i d e d  b y  h o m e  h e a l t h  a g e n c i e s .  T h e  c o n t i n u e d  

o v e r s i g h t  o f  h o m e  h e a l t h  a g e n c i e s  w i l l  a s s u r e  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e  

b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  t o  c l i e n t s  m e e t s  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s .

*  *  *  *

A p r i l  12 ,19 9 9
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1  A S K  O R C E
L o n g - T e r m  C a r e  T a s k  F o r c e

F i n a l  R e p o r t

J a n u a r y  1 9 9 9

Representative Con Bunde, Co-chairman 
Senator Gary Wilken, Co-chairman

State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182



^ T a s k  F o r c e
T h e  L o n g - T e rm  C are  Task  Force

a t iv ity  a n d  th e  a c t iv e  e n g a g e m e n t  o f  a ll in te re s te d  in d iv id u a ls ,  a g e n c ie s ,  lo n g ­

te rm  c a r e  p r o v id e r s  a n d  o th e r  p ro fe s s io n a l b o a rd s . T h e  T a s k  F o r c e  c h a l le n g e s  e v ­

e r y o n e  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  the  d e c is io n -m a k in g  p r o ce s s .  ❖

H o m e  H e a l t h  A g e n c i e s / L i c e n s i n g  R e p o r t s

The Task Force recommends that legislation be drafted 

and introduced relating to the disclosure of licensing re­

ports and licensing of home health agencies.

T h e  T a s k  F o r c e  w a s  p r e se n te d  d ra ft  le g is la tio n  that c o v e r e d  tw o  s p e c i f i c  a reas o f  

c o n c e r n .  T h e  f ir s t  s u b je c t  d ea lt w ith  the  d is c lo s u r e  o f  l i c e n s in g  rep o rts . U n d e r  

c u r r e n t  law , A S  18 .20 .090 , the  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lth  a n d  S o c ia l  S e r v i c e s  ca n n o t  

m a k e  a v a ila b le  to  th e  p u b l i c  the  an n u a l in s p e c t io n  and  in v e s t ig a tio n  re p o r ts  o f  the  

h o sp ita ls  o r  n u r s in g  h o m e s  l ic e n se d  b y  the  d e p a r tm e n t. A s  n o te d  in te s t im o n y  

b e fo re  th e  T a s k  F o r c e ,  fu ll  p u b l i c  d is c lo s u r e  o f  l i c e n s in g  rep o r ts  w o u ld  b e n e f i t  the  

p u b l i c  a n d  h e lp  in d iv id u a ls  m a k e  a p p ro p r ia te  d e c is io n s  re g a rd in g  th e ir  h e a lth  ca re  

n eeds .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  le g is la tio n  u n d e r  co n s id e r a t io n  w il l  m a k e  th e  d e p a r tm e n t ’s l i c e n s ­

in g  re p o r ts  a v a ila b le  to  the  p u b l ic  w ith in  14 ca le n d a r  d a y s  a fte r  the  in fo rm a tio n  is 

m a d e  a v a ila b le  to  th e  h e a lth  ca re  fa c i l i t y  b e in g  re v ie w e d . A n y  in fo rm a tio n  that 

id e n t i f ie s  p a t ie n ts  o r  c l ie n ts  rem a in s  c o n f id e n t ia l.

T h e  s e c o n d  a rea  o f  d is c u s s io n  ce n te re d  o n  the  a ctu a l l i c e n s in g  p r o ce s s  f o r  h o m e  

h e a lth  a g e n c ie s .  A  h o m e  h ea lth  a g e n cy , e ith e r  p u b l i c  o r  p r iva te , is  an e n tity  that 

p r o v id e s  p r im a r i ly  s k il le d  n u rs in g  ca re  a n d  th e ra p e u t ic  s e r v i c e s  to  p e o p le  in  th e ir  

o w n  h o m e s ,  an a ss is ted  l iv in g  h o m e , o r  a n o th e r  re s id en tia l se ttin g .

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lth  and  S o c ia l  S e r v i c e s  has, s in c e  the  e a r ly  19 8 0 s, l ic e n s e d  

h o m e  h e a lth  a g e n c ie s .  R e g u la t io n s  ( 7 A A C  1 2 .5 0 0 -1 2 .5 9 0 ) w e re  a d o p ted  u n d e r  

th e  d e p a r tm e n t ’s b ro a d  re g u la to ry  a u th ority . O n ly  r e ce n t ly  d id  the  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  

L a w  q u e s t io n  tha t a u th o r ity . T h e  d ra ft le g is la tio n  p re se n te d  to the  T a s k  F o r c e  p r o ­

v id e s  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lth  and  S o c ia l  S e r v i c e s  w ith  the  n e ce s s a ry  an d  s p e ­

c i f i c  s ta tu to ry  a u th o r ity  to  l i c e n s e  and  re g u la te  the  q u a lity  o f  ca re  p r o v id e d  b y

RnCOMMONDATION

“Full public 
disclosure o f 
licensing reports 
would benefit the 
public. ”

“A home health 
agency is an 
entity that p ro ­
vides primarily 
skilled nursing 
care."
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a s k  F o r c e
T h e  L o n g - T e r m  C a re  T a sk  F o r c e

“Eighty-five 
assisted living 
homes have been 
licensed by the 
Department o f 
Administration

th e se  a g e n c ie s .  T h e  c o n t in u e d  o v e r s ig h t  o f  h o m e  h e a lth  a g e n c ie s  w il l  a ssu re  the 

p u b l i c  tha t th e  q u a lity  o f  ca re  b e in g  p r o v id e d  to  c l ie n ts  m e e ts  m in im u m  sta n d a rd s.

T h e  T a s k  F o r c e  a ck n o w le d g e s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  c o n c e p t s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  p r o ­

p o s e d  le g is la t io n  a n d  r e c o m m e n d s  th e  le g is la tio n  b e  in t r o d u ce d  fo r  fu r th e r  c o n ­

s id e ra tio n . (P le a s e  se e  A p p e n d ix  B ,  p a g e  69 , fo r  fu r th e r  d e ta il. )

O n  Ja n u a ry  14, 1994 G o v e r n o r  W a lly  H i c k e l  in t r o d u ce d  le g is la t io n  tha t d e v e l ­

o p e d  a s y s te m  o f  lo n g - te rm  ca re  “ b y  e n co u r a g in g  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  a ss is ted  

l iv in g  h o m e s  that p r o v id e  a h o m e l ik e  e n v ir o n m e n t  fo r  e ld e r ly  p e r so n s  a n d  p e r ­

so n s  w ith  a m e n ta l o r  p h y s ica l  d is a b ility  w h o  n e e d  a s s is ta n ce  w ith  th e  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  

d a ily  l iv in g .” (C h a p te r  130, S L A  1 9 9 4 ) A s s is t e d  l i v in g  h o m e s  p r o m o te  a n d  s u s ­

ta in  th e  in d e p e n d e n ce  o f  A la s k a n s  th ro u g h  a s o c ia l  m o d e l  o f  c o m m u n it y -b a s e d  

lo n g - te rm  c a r e .13

A s s is t e d  l iv in g  h o m e s  p r o v id e  a h o m e - l ik e  se tt in g  as w e ll  as c e r ta in  h e a lth -re la te d  

s e r v ic e s  o r  a s s is ta n ce  w ith  c e r ta in  p e rso n a l a c t iv i t ie s .  S u c h  s e r v i c e s  a l lo w  the  e ld ­

e r ly  to  age  in  p la ce ,  ra th er than  h a v in g  to  b e  tra n s fe rre d  to  a  m o re  in s t i tu t io n a liz e d  

n u r s in g -h o m e  se tt in g , and  a l lo w  a d u lts  w ith  a p h y s ic a l  o r  m e n ta l d is a b il i ty  to  b e ­

c o m e  in te g ra te d  in to  th e ir  c o m m u n i t y .14 E ig h t y - f i v e  a ss is te d  l iv in g  h o m e s  h a v e  

b e e n  l i c e n s e d  b y  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A d m in is t r a t io n  to  s e rv e  th e  e ld e r ly . In  a d d i­

t io n , th e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a lth  an d  S o c ia l  S e r v i c e s  h as l i c e n s e d  134  a ss is ted  l i v ­

in g  h o m e s  to  p r o v id e  c a r e  p r im a r ily  to  in d iv id u a ls  w ith  a m e n ta l o r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  

d isa b ility .

A s s is te d  l iv in g  h o m e s  h a v e  b e c o m e  a r e a lity  in  m a n y , b u t  n o t all, areas o f  A la s k a .15 

In  s o m e  in s ta n ce s ,  it is  d i f f i c u l t  to  e s ta b lis h  an a s s is te d  l iv in g  h o m e  and  p r o v id e  

the  n e ce s s a ry  ca re . In te re s te d  ca re  p ro v id e r s  m u s t  fir s t  h a v e  an a d eq u a te , sa fe  

f a c i l i t y  an d  th en  m u s t  o b ta in  the  re q u ire d  l ice n su re , in s u ra n ce  c o v e r a g e ,  and  pe r-

S m a l l  B u s in e ss  T r a in in g

The Task Force supports an increased effort to train As­

sisted Living H o m e  administrators in proven small busi­

ness practices and urges collaboration between the De­

partment of Administration and the University of Alaska 

to provide this education.
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INTERNET ADDRESS: 
acoa@admin.slate.ak.us

A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g i n g

R e s o lu t i o n  99 -2

In  support o f  S B  5 6 : Timely disclosure o f inspection and investigation reports 

concerning health care facilities, home health agencies, hospice programs, and 

assisted living facilities; and licensing of h o m e health agencies

W hereas SB 56 prov ides fo r the tim ely d isclosure o f  in spec tion  and investiga tion  reports 
concern ing  fac ilities and hom e care serv ices upon w hich frail and d isab led A laskans re ly  fo r their 
care; and

W hereas SB 56 also p rov ides for the State o f  A laska to license hom e health  agencies, thus 
re in fo rc ing  the standards o f  care these agencies m ust meet; and

W hereas the L eg isla tive Long Term  Task Force R eport o f  January , 1999, recom m ended the 
in troduction o f  th is leg isla tion  in its R ecom m endation #3;

N ow  therefo re the A laska C om m ission on Aging strong ly encourages the Tw en ty -F irst A laska 
L eg isla tu re to p ass SB 56.

Adopted th is 9th day o f  M arch , 1999.

Chair

P.O. BOX 110209 
JUNEAU. AK 99811-0209 

(907) 465-3250 
FAX: 465-4716

mailto:acoa@admin.slate.ak.us


Date R eferred to Comm ittee: April 13, 1999 FURTHER REFERRALS:

H O U S E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

Date of Comm ittee A ction: / / ' ?  7 _______

The HEALTH. EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES Committee considered: CSSB 56(L&C)

CS FOR SENATE R ILL  NO. 56(L&C) HOM E HEALTH AGENCIES/IIOSPITALS/HOSPICES

"An Act allowing the disclosure of repo rts with regard  to inspection and investigations of certain health care facilities, 
home health agencies, hospice p rogram s, and assisted living homes; au thoriz ing the D epartm ent of Health and Social 
Services to license home health agencies; and providing for an effective date ."

recommends it be replaced 
with the following committee substitute

(  J a d d it io n a l re fe rra l t o __________________
[ | a tta ch e d  a m e n d m e n t (s )

A D O P T S : __________________________________

C o m m it t e e

____________________________________L e t t e r  o f  In te n t

A T T A C H E S  N E W  F I S C A L  N O T E ( s ) :  (Def0 A P P R O V E S  P R E V I O U S :

| J f is c a l  n o te (s ) [ ] f i s c a l  n o te (s )

[ j  th e  sa m e  title  
[ j a n e w  title

(DcpJDuc)

( J z e ro  f is ca l  n o t e (s ) f/\] z e r o  f is ca l n o te (s )  A / ^ S

C H A IR ’S S IG N A T U R E




