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D a t e :  M a r c h  1 6 ,  2 0 0 0

T o :  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  D y s o n

F r o m :  S e n a t o r  T o r g e r s o n

R e :  C o n s t i t u e n t  le tt e r

I  a m  e n c l o s i n g  a  le t t e r  t h a t  I  r e c e iv e d  f r o m  m y  c o n s t it u e n t  L y n n  H e t t ic k  
f r o m  S e w a r d .  I  h a v e  s e n t  h e r  a  le tt e r  s t a t in g  t h a t  I  w o u l d  p a s s  h e r  le t t e r  o n  
t o  t h e  c h a ir  o f  t h e  H o u s e  H E S S  c o m m it t e e  i n  w h i c h  s h e  t e s t if ie d  w it h .  I f  
y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t io n s  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S e n a t o / f o h n  T o r g e r s o n

Suite Capitol, Rm 516, Juneau, AK 99801 Ph 907/465-2828 Fx 907/465-4779 
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M a r c h  3 , 2 0 0 0

Sena to r John To rg e rson 
S ta te C a p ito l R o om  #516 
Juneau , A la s k a  99801 -1 182

Re: H ouse B i l l 346

D e a r S ena to r John To rg e rson

I am  w r i t in g  y o u th is  le tte r to  le t yo u k n o w  th a t I am  in  suppo rt o f 
th is  b i l l . I  a ttended th e te le con fe rence on 3 -2 -0 0  a t 3 :0 0 P M  in  
S ew a rd to  te s t ify  o n th is b i l l . I am  the m o th e r o f  7 c h ild re n  o u t o f  
tho se 7 th ree o f  th em  are le g a lly  b lin d . I fe e l th a t th is b i l l w o u ld  
h e lp  pa ren ts l ik e  m y s e lf unde rs tand the process th a t th e w a it l is t is 
a l l abou t. I sa t th ro u g h th e w h o le te le con fe ren ce to  p u t m y tw o  
cen ts w o r th  in . I  d id  n o t app rec ia te the com m itte e m a k in g  the re 
com m en ts abou t bea tin g a dead horse o r th a t th e y w e re la u g h in g . 
T h is  is a ve ry se rious issue fo r peop le l ik e  o the rs and m y s e lf w h o 
have to  dea l w ith  th e w a it l is t and w h a t th a t in  w h o le  m eans. I 
w o u ld  g re a tly  app re c ia te y o u r in p u t on th is  m a tte r. T h e y d id  pass 
th e b i l l w i th  som e changes to it . W h ic h  I can l iv e  w ith . I  ju s t 
d o n ’ t  fe e l th a t 1 sh o u ld have to lis te n to  th em  h a v in g  fu n  w h ile  I 
am  w a it in g  to  say w h a t I th in k  is im po rta n t. M y  c h ild re n ’ s 
d is a b il it ie s  are n o t as se rious as som e o the rs th a t w e hea rd fro m  
yes te rday . M y  c h ild re n  w en t on the w a it l is t in  A p r i l o f  1997. One 
o f  th em  cam e o f f  in  J u ly  o f 1998 and th e o th e r one d id  n o t com e 
o f f  th e l is t u n t i l la te D ecem be r 1999. W he n I  g o t th e le tte r sa y in g 
he was p o te n t ia l ly  e lig ib le . Please see the le tte r th a t I re ce iv e d 
from  th e S ta te o f  A la s k a . I f  y o u  w o u ld  l ik e  to  con ta c t m e yo u can 
do so b y c a ll in g  m e a t 907 -2 2 4 -2 3 44 o r fa x in g  m e a t 9 0 7 -2 2 4 - 
8642 .
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W ORK D R A F T

CS FOR HOUSE B ILL NO. 346(HES)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T W E N T Y - F I R S T  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

BY TH E HOUSE H EALTH , EDUCATION AND SO CIAL SER V IC ES CO M M ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESEN TATIVES JO U LE, Brice
A B ILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act requiring the Department of Health and Social Services to establish a 

waiting list for state-funded services for persons with developmental disabilities and 

requiring the department to submit an annual report concerning the waiting list 

and persons with developmental disabilities."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. A S  47.80.130 is amended by adding a n e w  subsection to read:

(d) W h e n  state funding is not adequate to meet service needs, the department 

shall establish a waiting list for persons with developmental disabilities w h o  would be 

eligible to receive state-funded services under A S  47.80.100 - 47.80.170 if adequate 

state funding were available. The department shall, on an annual basis, review the 

waiting list and submit a report to the governor containing the information required 

under this subsection. The department shall send a copy of the report to the persons 

chairing the house and senate finance committees and the persons chairing the house 

and senate health, education and social services committees and shall notify the full
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legislature that the report is available to all legislators. The report must

(1) describe the purpose for the waiting list and the strategies used to 

notily persons about the waiting list, and must include a copy of the information used 

by the department to inform individuals and families about their rights and 

responsibilities under A S  47.80.100 - 47.80.170;

(2) explain h o w  an individual is placed on the waiting list, what criteria 

determine rank on the list, and h o w  the waiting list is used to select individuals 

equitably and fairly across the state;

(3) give the basic demographic information across all regions about the 

age, sex, and racial and ethnic background of the individuals on the waiting list;

(4) identify the level of need and preferences of the individuals and 

families on the waiting list for the services and the supports they feel are necessary to 

meet their needs and project an annual cost to meet this need;

(5) identify h o w  many individuals were removed from the waiting list 

during the 12 months covered by the report, w h y  they were removed from the list, and 

h o w  long the individuals had been waiting for services or supports before they were 

removed from the list;

(6) list the number of individuals w h o  have been on the waiting list for 

90 days or more with an account of the department's steps to regularly review each 

individual's status while waiting for services or supports;

(7) report annual data from the Department of Education and Early 

Development about the number of students in special education with developmental 

disabilities graduating from high school, dropping out of high school before reaching 

age 22, or reaching age 22 without graduating from high school; and

(8) include a copy of written policies, manuals, and procedures used 

by the department to implement A S  47.80.100 - 47.80.170.

* Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a n e w  section 

to read:

T R A N S I T I O N A L  P R O V I S I O N ;  F I R S T  R E P O R T .  The Department of Health and 

Social Services shall prepare the first annual report required under sec. 1 of this Act so that 

the report is available to the governor and the legislature by November 15, 2000, and is based

W ORK D R A F T  WORK D R A F T  I-LS1347VH
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on the waiting list existing from October 1, 1999, through September 30, 2000.

W ORK D R A F T  WORK D R A F T 1-LS1347\H
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During Session:
Alaska State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 
(907) 465-4833 

Fax (907) 465-4586 
1-800-782-4833

reprcscntative_rcggie_joule@legis.statc.ak. us

Sllaslia £>tatc legislature

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  R E G G I E  J O U L E

During Interim:
HO. Box 673 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3380 

Fax (907) 442-3022

H B  346 

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  s e r v i c e s  f o r  p e r s o n s  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  
d i s a b i l i t i e s

This bill helps address the needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and their 

families by requiring the Divis:on of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities to 

conduct periodic reviews of their wait list and by requiring an annual report to the 

legislature and governor regarding the same. For some time n o w  there have been more 

individuals with developmental disabilities requesting services than there are available 

resources to prov'de those services. Thus, in 1989 the Division of Mental Health and 

Developmental Disabilities began a waitlist for individuals waiting for services. The 

waitlist is the Division’s w a y  of prioritizing individual requests and is the gateway to 

services. There are presently 780 individuals on the waitlist.

In the future, it is estimated that the need for services for individuals with developmental 

disabilities will continue to grow faster than available resources. In order to meet the 

needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and their families, planning 

regarding the wait list and available services must continue. Effective planning requires 

the collection and analysis of relevant data regarding people w h o  are currently receiving 

services, the length of time it takes to obtain services, and the effectiveness of the 

services received, a m o n g  other things. This bill will require the collection and 

dissemination of this data to relevant parties.

In order to m a k e  the best use of available resources and to ensure fair administration of 

the waitlist, this bill will establish periodic reviews of the wait list along with an annual 

report to the legislature and governor. The periodic reviews will ensure individuals with 

developmental disabilities and their families that the waitlist is being fairly administered, 

reviewed, and updated on a regular basis. The information provided in the annual report 

will be useful to the individuals with developmental disabilities and their families, the 

administration, the legislature and a variety of service agencies. Additionally, the bill 

will require the Division to establish written procedures and consumer information that 

will be available to aid the general public. Currently, this is a fifty million-dollar industry 

without uniform statewide information available to the public w h o  accesses and uses the 

service. This n e w  information will greatly benefit the public.

S P O N S O R  STATEMENT

mailto:reprcscntative_rcggie_joule@legis.statc.ak


Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

During Session:
Alaska State Capitol

(907) 465-4833 
Fax (907) 465-4586 

1-800-782-4833

During Interim: 
HO. Box 673 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3380 

Fax (907) 442-3022

Alaska <Statc legislature

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  R E G G I E  J O U L E

S E C T IO N A L  A N A L Y S IS  
H B  3 4 6

S e c t io n  1 A.S . 47.80.130 is amended by adding a new section (d). Th is 
section establishes that the D iv is ion o f Menta l Health and Developmental 
D isab ilit ie s must establish a wait lis t when state fund ing is not adequate to 
meet the need o f developmenta lly disabled people needing services. The 
department shall also perform an annual rev iew o f the w a it lis t, and give an 
annual report to the legislature and governor. The report must contain the 
fo llo w in g in fo rm ation :

(1 ) Provide a description o f the purposes fo r the w a it lis t and how people 
are no tif ie d regard ing the same. As part o f the report, subm it copies o f fo rm 
letters and other in fo rm ation used to no tify developmenta lly disabled 
ind iv idua ls regarding the ir rights.

(2 ) Provide an explanation o f how the w a it lis t works to select ind iv idua ls 
equ itab ly across the state fo r services ie; crite ria , placement and rank 
determ ination.

(3 ) P rovide basic demographic in fo rm ation across all regions fo r the 
ind iv idua ls on the wa it lis t ie; age, sex, race, education, education, sources o f 
income etc.

(4 ) Ide n tify level o f need, supports, preferences, and estimated cost o f the 
services the developmenta lly disabled ind iv idua ls require.

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS



( 5 )  F o r  t h e  la s t  1 2  m o n t h s ,  i d e n t i f y  w h y  a n d  h o w  m a n y  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  
d i s a b l e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  w a it  l is t .  I d e n t i f y  h o w  l o n g  
i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  s e r v ic e s  b e f o r e  t h e y  w e r e  r e c e iv e d .

( 6 )  I d e n t i f y  h o w  m a n y  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  o n  t h e  
w a it  l is t  f o r  9 0  d a y s  o r  m o r e .  I d e n t i f y  s t e p s  t a k e n  t o  r e v ie w  w a it  l is t  s t a t u s .

( 7 )  P r o v i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  d a t a  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s p e c ia l  e d u c a t i o n  
s t u d e n t s  g r a d u a t i n g ,  d r o p p i n g  o u t ,  o r  r e a c h i n g  a g e  2 2  w it h o u t  g r a d u a t i n g .

( 8 )  P r o v i d e  a  c o p y  o f  w r it t e n  p o l i c i e s ,  m a n u a l s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s .

S E C T I O N  2  P r o v i d e  f ir s t  r e p o r t  b y  N o v .  1 5 ,  2 0 0 0  b a s e d  o n  w a it  l is t  
e x is t i n g  f r o m  O c t .  1 ,  1 9 9 9  t o  S e p t .  3 0 ,  2 0 0 0 .



Sincerely,

-rv<. O  t
David Maltman, 

Executive Director

«*• • ' ; ■ • ;

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR
State of Alaska • i

3 V £ R N O R «  C O U N C I L  O N  O i S A B l L l T l E S  7 \ N D  S P E C I A L  E D U C A t l O N ?

RO. B ox 240249 •  Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0249 •  Ph one : 907-269-6990 • Fax: 907:269-8995

February 18, 2000 ' '. . < •

H o u s e  H E S S  Committee •;

Representative John Coghill Jr., Co-Chair 

Representative Fred Dyson, C o  -Chau- 

State Capitol, R o o m  120

Juneau, A K  99801-1182 ■;

Dear Committee Co-Chairs:

T h e  Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Education writes this letter in support of H B  

346, which requires that the Division of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities: 

( D M H / D D )  conduct periodic reviews of the Waitlist. H B  346 .also requires that the D M H / D D  

produce an annual report to the legislature that covers its findings.

T h e  Waitlist is the D M H / D D ' s  method of prioritizing consumer requests for services. The 

process of prioritization began in 1989. At  that point in time there were 400 individuals waiting : 

for services. A s  of D e c e m b e r  15, 1999 the information provided by D M H / D D  indicated that 

there Were 843 eligible individuals on  the Waitlist.

’ ! A
H B  346 directs the D M H / D D  to comm i t  their process to writing. Currently, D M H / D D  does not 

have a formalized description of the following: the procedure for determining eligibility, 

assignment to. the Waitlist, selection of those to be enrolled in services, a description of the . 

available services under the Medicaid Waiver Program, andi information about consumer rights.

Currently, there are m o r e  individuals w h o  are requesting services than there are resources to meet . 

their needs. A s  a result, m a n y  developmentally disabled (DD),individuals and their families are 

not receiving the services they require. Often individuals on the Waitlist reach a crisis situation 

before they are eligible to receive services. ' •
.V •

T h e  need for services wilt continue to escalate faster than the availability of services. To  

effectively, and efficiently meet the needs of D D  individuals aid their families, planning . 

regarding the Waitlist must occur. Successful planning must include a regular examination of the \  

relevant data pertaining to the Waitlist H B  346 seeks to do this by requiring the collection and 

analysis of relevant data regarding people w h o  receive services, die length of time it takes to -,- '■}
obtain services, and the effectiveness of services received: ::

I , f » . . .  .
Y o u r  continued consideration of H B  346, as well as your attention to the needs of Alaskans with 

developmental disabilities and their families is very m u c h  appreciated.

I *

• !

> i »

i '• . • ‘

Support Letters and Messages



W a i t i n g  L i s t s  f o r  D D  a n d  I L P  S e r v i c e s

Analysis by Legislative D istrict

House
District

Senate
District

Consumers in these 
communities

ILP-12/1/99 
Wait List

DD-12/1/99 
Wait List

1 A Ketchikan, Hyder, Annette, Metlakatla 10 16
2 A Sitka, Petersburg, Wrangell 14 10
3,4 B Juneau, Douglas, Funter Bay, Auk Bay 26 51
5 C Craig, Gustavus, Yakatat 7 13
6 C Kodiak, Port Lions, Afognak 3 10
7 D Homer, Seldovia, Anchor Point 4 32
8 D Seward, Soldotna, Moose Pass 14 41
9 E Kenai, Nikiski, Salmanoff 4 25
10-23 E-L Anchorage 83 265
24,25 L,M Eagle River 16 33
25,26 M Chugiak 6 10
26,28 M,N Wasilla 1 60
27 N Palmer 1 43
28 N Willow, Houston 12
29-31 0,P Fairbanks 47 62
32-34 P,Q North Pole, Two Rivers, Salcha 9 23
35 R Valdez, Delta, Cordova, Paxson 14 16
36 R Aniak, Fort Yukon, Chitina 6 14
37 S Barrow, Kotzebue, Shismaref 46 8
38 S Nome, Unakalakaleet, St. Marys 11 22
39 T Bethel, Dillingham, Kwethluk 5 16
40 T Adak, St. Paul, Sand Point 6 4

Total 333 786
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Sec. 4 7 .8 0 .1 0 0 . Programs fo r persons w ith  handicaps.

(a) The Department of Health and Social Services, the Department of Education and Early 
Development, and other departments of the state as appropriate, shall, in coordination, plan, 
develop, and implement a comprehensive system or services and facilities for persons with 
handicaps, that is consistent with the state plan adopted under AS 47.80.090(5) and is dispersed 
geographically within the state.

(b) The services required in (a) of this section are specialized services or special adaptations of 
services available to the general population and shall be directed toward the social, personal, 
physical, or economic habilitation or rehabilitation of persons with handicaps.

(c) Within the limits of appropriations and other available funds, the appropriate department 
may itself provide the services and establish, operate, and maintain the facilities required under (a) 
and (b) of this section, or it may provide the services or facilities entirely or in part through 
contractual arrangements with public or private agencies.

Sec. 47.80.110. Program principles.

The system of services and facilities required under AS 47.80.100 shall accord with the 
principles that service providers shall

(1) make services available at times and locations that enable residents of the provider's service 
area to obtain services readily;

(2) ensure each client’s right to confidentiality and treatment with dignity;

(3) establish staffing patterns that reflect the cultural, linguistic, and other social characteristics of 
the community and that incorporate multidisciplinary professional staff to meet client functional levels 
and diagnostic and treatment needs;

(4) promote client and family participation in formulating, delivering, and evaluating treatment 
and rehabilitation;

(5) design treatment and habilitation to maximize individual potential and minimize 
institutionalization; and

(6) provide services in the least restrictive setting, enabling a person to live as normally as 
possible within the limitations of the handicap.

Sec. 47.80.120. Habilitation plans.

A state agency, contractor, or grantee who is directly responsible for providing services to persons 
with handicaps shall develop an individual habilitation plan for each person whose program of 
services utilizes state funds. The plan shall be completed in writing and furnished to the department 
within 30 days of admission of a client to the program of services. The plan, its renewals, and any 
changes of it, shall have the written concurrence of the client, or the client's parent or guardian when 
appropriate, and the agency or contractor responsible for providing services. The development and 
content of a plan shall conform to requirements established by the department by regulation. Insofar 
as practicable, the requirements shall conform to those established for individual habilitation plans 
under P.L. 91-517 or P.L. 94-103, as amended. Each plan shall be time-limited, evaluated, and 
renewed at least annually.

Referenced Statutes/ Regs



Sec. 47 .8 0 .1 30 . Powers and duties of the department.

(a) The department shall

(1) develop budgets and receive and distribute appropriations and funds under this section;

(2) adopt regulations regarding standards of services and facilities for persons with handicaps 
and the quality of services and the process by which services are to be delivered;

(3) adopt any other regulations necessary to implement this chapter;

(4) provide technical assistance to public and private agencies in planning, developing, and 
implementing programs to serve handicapped persons;

(5) operate programs and facilities, and enter into agreements, contracts, or grants necessary to 
provide services required under this chapter;

(6) take the actions and undertake the obligations that are necessary to participate in federal 
grant-in-aid programs and accept federal or other financial aid for the study, examination, care and 
treatment of the handicapped.

(b) For purposes of P.L 91-517 and P.L. 94-103, as amended, the department is designated 
the sole administering agency; it shall make applications for, receive, and expend grants under P.L. 
91-517 or P.L. 94-103, as amended, and otherwise exercise the powers and perform the duties and 
functions necessary to comply with P.L 91-517 and P.L. 94-103, as amended.

(c) The Department of Education and Early Development may make applications for, receive, 
and expend grants under P.L. 91-230 (The Education for the Handicapped Act), as amended, and 
otherwise exercise the powers and perform the functions necessary to comply with that Act.

Sec. 47.80.140. Licensing and certificates of need.

(a) A person may not establish or operate a residential facility without first obtaining a license to 
do so. The department by regulation shall provide for licensing of residential facilities that are not 
within the licensing provisions of AS 18.20.010 - 18.20.130, mS 47.33, AS 47.35.010 - 47.35.080
or other law requiring state licensing of such facilities. Regulations of the department must include but 
need not be limited to (1) standards of operation promoting and protecting public health, safety, and 
welfare, and (2) procedures governing applications for and issuance of licenses and duration, 
renewal, and revocation of licenses for cause. The department may at reasonable times inspect and 
examine residential facilities licensed under this subsection for conformity with licensing requirements.

(b) A certificate of need is required as a prerequisite for licensing a residential facility established 
after July 1,1978, and not otherwise provided for in AS 18.07.031 - 18.07.111. A certificate shall 
be issued and regulated in the same manner as provided in AS 18.07.031 - 18.07.111 for 
certificates of need for health care facilities. This subsection does not apply to an assisted living home 
licensed under AS 47.33.

Sec. 47.80.150. Liability for expense of services.

(a) A person with a handicap or the person's legal representative acting in a representative 
capacity, the person's spouse, or the person's parents if the person is a minor, shall pay or contribute 
to the payment of the charges for the care or treatment in accordance with the fee schedule adopted 
under AS 44.29.022 . The order of the department relating to the payment of charges shall be 
prospective in effect and may relate only to charges to be incurred, except that if a person 
intentionally conceals ability to pay, the person shall be ordered to pay to the extent of the person’s 
ability to pay the charges accruing during the period of the concealment. The order of the department



relating to the payment of charges by the person with a handicap or the person's legal representative, 
or the person's spouse or parents, shall be issued within six months of the date on which the charge 
was incurred. The department may make necessary investigations to determine the ability to pay. The 
order shall remain in full force and effect unless modified by subsequent court or department orders.

(b) As used in (a) of this section, the term "actual cost of the care and treatment" means the 
lesser of (1) the rate provided for by a contract entered into under this chapter, (2) the fee 
established under AS 44.29.022 for services provided under this chapter or, (3) if the person is 
under the age of 18, the cost of care of a person of the same age who is not a person with a 
handicap and who resides with a parent or guardian, and includes expenses of transportation 
incidental to treatment and carrying out the intent of this chapter. In establishing fees for services 
under this chapter, the commissioner shall consider the income and family size of the responsible 
party, age of the person receiving the services, and other factors that relate to the ability to pay. Fees 
may not exceed the actual cost of the care or treatment.

(c) [Repealed, Sec. 101 ch 138 SLA 1986].

(d) The department may charge, or accept money or property from a person, for the care or 
treatment of an inpatient or outpatient or for other purposes, even if the payment is not required by 
an order of the department. The total payments received may not exceed the actual cost of care or 
treatment.

(e) All money paid to the department by the person with a handicap or on the person's behalf, 
under this section, shall be deposited in the general fund.

(f) If an order of payment is entered by the department under this section and delinquency in the 
payment of any amount due the state under the order continues for a period of more than 30 days 
after the notification by the department to the person, the legal representative, parent, or spouse of 
the person with a handicap, the state may proceed to collect the amounts due by appropriate 
proceedings. Actions to enforce the collection of payments may only be brought within three years 
after the date of notification of a delinquent payment.

(g) [Repealed, Sec. 28 ch 90 SLA 1991].

Sec. 47.80.160. Transportation.

When an individual is to be treated under this chapter, the department shall arrange, upon the request 
of a person having a proper interest in the individual's treatment, and may pay for the individual's 
transportation to the designated facility, with appropriate medical or nursing attendants and by the 
available means that are appropriate and suitable. The department may pay return transportation of 
an individual and appropriate medical and nursing attendants. When practicable, one or more 
relatives or friends of the individual to be treated shall be permitted to accompany the individual. The 
department may pay necessary tivv . ' lo.s inci and meal expenses incurred by one relative or friend 
in accompanying the individual to the facility if the department determines
(1) that the best interests of the individual's health require that the individual be accompanied by 

the relative or friend;
(2) the relative or friend accompanying the individual is indigent.

Sec. 47.80.170. Provision for personal needs upon discharge.

The department shall make arrangements which are necessary to ensure that
(1) no patient is discharged or placed on convalescent status from a designated facility without 

suitable clothing; and
(2) an indigent patient discharged or placed on convalescent status is furnished suitable 

transportation to the patient's permanent residence in this state or other suitable place at the 
discretion of the department, and a reasonable amount of money to meet immediate needs.




