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D E P T .  O F  H E A L T H  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R

T O N Y  K N O W L E S ,  G O V E R N O R

P.O . B O X  1 1 0 6 0 1  
JU N E A U . A LA SKA  9 9 8 1 1 -0 6 0 1  
P H O N E : ( 9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 - 3 0 3 0  
FA X : (9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 0 6 8

F e b ru a ry  1,2 0 0 0

H o n o r a b le  F re d  D y so n , C h a i rm a n
H o u s e  H e a l th ,  E d u c a t io n  a n d  S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s  C o m m it te e
R o o m  106 C a p i to l  B u i ld in g
J u n e a u ,  A K  99 811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  D y so n ,

T h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l th  a n d  S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s  r e s p e c t f u l ly  r e q u e s t s  a  h e a r in g  in  th e  H o u s e  H e a l th , 
E d u c a t io n  a n d  S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  H o u s e  B ill  3 0 2  “A n  A c t  r e l a t in g  to  d i s c lo s u r e  o f  p u b l ic  
a s s i s t a n c e  in f o rm a t io n  to  r e p o r t  s u s p e c te d  a b u s e  o r  n e g le c t  o f  c h i ld r e n  o r  v u ln e r a b le  a d u l t s .”

P r io r  to  f e d e r a l  w e l f a r e  r e fo rm , it w a s  c le a r  u n d e r  f e d e ra l  law  th a t  p u b l ic  a s s i s t a n c e  e m p lo y e e s  s h o u ld  
r e p o r t  s u s p e c te d  a b u s e  o f  c h i ld r e n  to  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  a g e n c y . T h e  a b i l i ty  to  r e p o r t  is  n o t  e x p l ic i t  in  th e  
n e w  fe d e ra l  w e l f a r e  law , h o w e v e r ,  a n d  th e  u n d e r ly in g  fe d e ra l  w e l f a r e  p r o g r a m  c o n f id e n t ia l i ty  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  c a l l  in to  q u e s t io n  th e  a b i l i ty  o f  e m p lo y e e s  to  m a k e  r e p o r ts  o f  h a rm .

S im i la r ly ,  s ta te  law  is u n c le a r  r e g a r d in g  p u b l ic  a s s i s t a n c e  e m p lo y e e s ’ a u th o r i ty  to  m a k e  r e p o r t s  o f  h a rm  
011 b e h a l f  o f  v u ln e r a b le  a d u l t s  w i th o u t  v io la t in g  c o n f id e n t i a l i t y  ru le s .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  b il l w ill r e m o v e  a n y  a m b ig u i t i e s  r e g a r d in g  e m p lo y e e s ’ a b i l i t y  to  m a k e  r e p o r t s  o f  h a rm  on  
b o th  c h i ld r e n  a n d  a d u l ts .

Y o u r  f a v o r a b le  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th i s  le g is la t io n  w ill b e  a p p r e c ia te d .  F is c a l n o te s  h a v e  p r e v io u s ly  b e e n  
p r o v id e d  to  th e  C o m m it te e .

S in c e re ly , .

C------ --->
E lm e r  A . L in d s t r o m  
S p e c ia l  A s s i s ta n t  to  th e  C o m m is s io n e r

c c : P a t  P o u rc h o t ,  L e g is la t iv e  D ir e c to r
O f f i c e  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r

K a y  B u r ro w s , D ir e c to r  
D iv i s io n  o f  S e n io r  S e r v ic e s  
D e p t , o f  A d m in is t r a t io n

J im  N o r d lu n d ,  D ir e c to r  
D iv i s io n  o f  P u b lic  A s s is ta n c e  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l th  a n d  S o c ia l  S e rv ic e s
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O n  I t . !  I l l  n il:  G u \ l  K M I U  

J l N t A l

January 19, 2000

The Honorable Brian Poner 

Speaker of the House 

Alaska State Legislature 

State Capitol 

Juneau, A K  99801-1182

Dear Speaker Porter:

Part of the state's multi-faceted battle against child abuse is to take protective action for those 

children suspected to be victims of this crime. W e  can only succeed, though, if people w h o  are 

aware of the abuse are allowed to report it to the proper authorities. This bill I transmit today 

makes it clear that employees of the state Division of Public Assistance m a y  report cases of 

suspected child abuse, and abuse of a vulnerable adult, without violating any confidentiality 

requirements of their positions.

Public assistance information is entitled to confidentiality protections under both federal and 

state law. However, before welfare reform, it was clear under federal law that public assistance 

employees were required to report information concerning suspected child abuse or neglect to 

the state agency charged with investigating such reports. Since welfare reform, this requirement 

is no longer explicit in the federal law. Furthermore, under state law. employees of contractors 

w h o  provide services for the Department of Health and Social Services are mandatory reporters 

of suspected harm to vulnerable adults. The lack of clarity in terms of the responsibility of oui 

o w n  employees is inconsistent.

T h u  legislation explicitly exempts public assistance employees from their confidentiality 

requirements in order to file a report of suspected abuse or neglect of a child or vulnerable adult. 

In this way. w e  can m o v e  Alaska further along in its efforts to stop child abuse and neglect.

Sincerely.
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Revision Dalo/Time (Note if correction):  _______
Title: Reports of harm by public assistance employees

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

N o : 1

B ill Version: h b  3 0 2

(H) Publish Date: i / 2 1 / 0 0
Dept. Affected: Health and Soria] Services 

BRU: Public Assistance Admin
Component: Public Assistance Admin
COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 233

Roquestor: Governor See also (SN #):

Expondituros/Ro venues: (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted bolow.
O PE RA TIN G F Y 2 0 0 1 F Y 2 0 0 2 F Y 2 0 0 3 F Y 2 0 0 4 F Y 2 0 0 5 F Y 2 0 0 6

PERSONAL SERVICES 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

TRAVEL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

CONTRACTUAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

SUPPLIES 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

EQUIPMENT 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

LAND & STRUCTURES 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

GRANTS, CLAIMS 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

MISCELLANEOUS 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGES IN REVENUES ( ) 1 i
F U N D  S O U RC E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Recoipls
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Montal Health
Othor (ploaso specify)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current yeor (FY2000) cost: $ 0 .0

P O S IT IO N S :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

A N A L Y S IS : (A ttach a separate page if necessary)

This legislation adds an explicit exception to the confidentiality provisions of AS 47.05.030 which protect public assistance records. The bill clarifies that 
disclosure of information concerning a public assistance applicant or recipient, in order to make a report of suspected abuse or neglect of a child or 
vulnerable adult, is not a violation of the client's confidentiality.

Prepared by: 

D ivision:

Jff*
/ L

l\W \ A pproved by C om m ission er:

A gency:

Phone:

D ate/Tirne: 12/16/99 8:28 AM

mr fer Date

Department of Health & Social Services

P R EPA RE R  T O  P R O V ID E  ALL D IS T R IB U T IO N  C O P IE S  T O  G O V E R N O R ’S LE G IS LA T IV E  O FFICE 

For further d istribution in fo rm a tio n , call the G overnor's  Legislative Office
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2000 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E N o : 2
Jill Version: h b  302

(H) Publish Date: i / 2 1 / o 0

R e vis io n  D a te /T im e  (N ote  if C orre c tion ):_______________________________

Title: “A n  Act relating to disclosure o f public assistance inform ation 

T o  report susoected  a b u se  or neglect o f a child or vulnera ble  adult"

S p onsor: R u le s  C om m itte e ______________________________________________

R equestor: G ove rno r_____________________________________________________

D epartm ent A ffected: A dm inistration

B R U : Legal & A dvocacy S e rvices

C om p onent: P u blic  D e fe nd e r A gency

C O M P O N E N T  S E R IA L  N O . 1631

E x p e n d itu r e s /R e v e n u e s : (T h o u s a n d s  o f D ollars)

Note: A m o u n ts  do not include inflation unless otherw ise noted below

O P E R A T IN G  E X P E N D IT U R E S F Y  2001 F Y  2 00 2 F Y 2 0 0 3 F Y  2 0 0 4 F Y  2 0 0 5 F Y  2 0 0 6

P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S

T R A V E L

C O N T R A C T U A L

S U P P L IE S

E Q U IP M E N T

L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S

G R A N T S , C L A IM S

M IS C E L L A N E O U S

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

F U N D  S O U R C E :_______________________________________________ (T h o u sa n d s of D ollars)

1 0 0 2  Federal R eceip ts

1 00 3 G F  M atch

10 0 4  G F

1 0 0 5  G F /P ro g ra m  R eceipts 

103 7 G F /M e n ta l H ealth  

O T H E R  (S pe cify  T v p e )

T O T A L 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

E s tim a te  o f  a n y  c u rre n t y e a r  (F Y  200 0) c o s t: $.

P O S IT IO N S :

F U L L -T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0

P A R T -T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0

T E M P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYS IS : (A ttach a separate page if necessary.)

No Impact on Public Defender Agency.

P repa red bv: B arbara Brink, Director P hone: (9 0 7 )2 6 4 -4 4 0 0

D ivis io n: P ublic  D e fe n d e r A g e n c y

A pp ro ve d  by C o m m iss io n e r: R obert Poe [ J ,

A ge n c y: D epa rtm en t o f A dm inistration \

Date 1 2 /1 6 /9 9

P hone: (9 0 7 )4 6 5

D ate: 1 2 /1 7 /9 9

P R E P A R E R  T O  P R O V ID E  A L L  D IS T R IB U T IO N  C O P IE S  T O  G O V E R N O R 'S  L E G IS L A T IV E  O F F IC E  

For further distribution inform ation, call the G o v e rn o rs  Legislative O ffice
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. No: 3

F I S C A L  N O T E  l i l  .ersion: H B 3 0 2 ___________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  (H) Publish Date: 1 / 2 1 / Q Q

2000 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction) __________________Dept._Affected_______ Administration_______
Title Report of Harm by DPA employees BRU Senior Services

Component Protection,Community Services &
Sponsor Rules Committee ________  Administration
Requester Governor____________________________ Component No. 2083

Expenditures/Revenues_______________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)________

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING * * * * * •

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |
FUND S O U R C E _________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL • * * * * *

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost: 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill will likely increase the number of intakes received and investigated by Adult Protective Services. 

There are 16 Division of Public Assistance Offices statewide which provide public assistance services and 

come into contact with vulnerable adults needing protective services each month. This bill will provide for 

the reporting of suspected harm of these vulnerable adults to Adult Protective Services for intake 

screening, investigation, guardianship assessment, protective services, and assisted living assistance. 

Currently, confidentiality protections appear to conflict with and preclude the sharing of this protected 

information by employees and employees of D H S S  to Adult Protective Services regarding abuse and 

neglect. The increase in the number of reports of harm as a result of this legislation is unknown.

Prepared by: Dwight Becker Phone 269-3674
Division Senior Services f

Approved by Commissioner Robert Poe Jr.^ _, O l W v i I U . . 7 A ,  — -
Agency Department of Administration \

A

Date/Time 12720/99 9:11 AM 
Date
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