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1999 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY2000 FY2001 FY2002 FY2003 FY2004 FY2005
Personal services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants, Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING * * * 0 • *

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUE ( )

F U N D  SO U R C E  (Thousand o f  Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type) 1106 P-Sec Rec

TOTAL n 0 0 0 0 •

Estimate o f any curren t year (FY 99) cost: 
POSITIONS
Full-Time
Part-Time
Temporary

•

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)It should be noted that inclusion of forgiveness benefits would require a general fund 
appropriation. The information provided in this fiscal analysis is predicated upon statements that 
no forgiveness benefits are intended in HB 27, and that the assistance provided to Professional 
Student Exchange Program participants in the form of support fees are to be incurred under 
terms and conditions of loans. ‘ Program funds disbursed as student loans are not subject to the 
Executive Budget Act, therefore an appropriation is not required.



FISCAL N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  BILL NO. H B 2 7

1998 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

ANALYSIS: (continued)
Yearly support fees projected for the '99-‘2000 school year range from a low of $4.2 for the Physician 
Assistant field to a high of $22.8 for Medicine. The cost to the loan fund of Alaska's participation in the 
program again will vary significantly depending on the number of applicants awarded loans, and the 
professional fields approved.
In order to determine a reasonable level of participation, the WICHE Administrative Office was asked to 
review Alaska’s historical participation level in the Professional Student Exchange Program (PSEP) as well 
as state professional workforce projections and provide recommendations regarding the professional fields 
and number of students. Their analysis is as follows:

N o . o f  students

D e n tistry •>J
P h y sica l T h e ra p y 6
O ccu p atio n al T h e ra p y 4
O p to m etry 2
P o d iatry 1
P h ysicia n  A s s ista n t 3

T o ta l 79

The cost of this level of participation would be $157,300 in the first year and rise to $530,628 when all fields 
are fully enrolled.
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E l d o n  M u l d e r

Sponsor Statement 

House Bill 27

G r a d u a t e  S t u d e n t  L o a n s  a n d  t h e  W I C H E  P r o g r a m

H o u s e  Bill 2 7  will allow post-secondary students to gain affordable access to 

desired professional programs. A l a s k a  utilizes W e s t e r n  Interstate 

C o m m i s s i o n  o n  H i g h e r  Educai m  ( W I C H E )  to take advantage of the 

r e duced tuition (limited to 1.5 times the resident rate c o m p a r e d  with u p  to 5 

times the resident rate) and class spots w h i c h  are restricted without our 

participation in W I C H E .  O u r  current budget situation does not allow A l a s k a  

to m a k e  grants, as w e  did prior to 1997. This a m e n d s  statute to allow state 

student loan m o n i e s  to be l o n e d  thorough W I C H E  a n d  repaid to the student 

loan fund.

T h e  W e s t e r n  Interstate C o m m i s s i o n  o n  H i g h e r  Education w a s  created to 

facilitate resource sharing a n d  cost effective services for 15 W e s t e r n  states 

a n d  their public a n d  private collages a n d  universities. This bill will allow 

A l a s k a  to r e n e w  our participation in the W I C H E  Professional Student 

E x c h a n g e  program. T h e  state can m a k e  this c h a n g e  allowing for loans and 

provide a significant benefit to students.

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T



M e m o r a n d u m

Date : January 31, 1999 

To : Diane Barrans

F rom : Dewayne Matthews 

Re: PSEP partic ipa tion

1 am pleased that the Alaska Legislature is considering renew ing the state’s pa rtic ipa tion in the 
Professional Student Exchange Program (PSEP). T o try  to determ ine a reasonable level o f 
partic ipa tion , I have reviewed such data as A laska ’s historica l level o f partic ipa tion and state 
professional work fo rce projections. I w ou ld recommend tha t the fo llow in g fields and number 
o f students per year wou ld be a reasonable level o f pa rtic ipa tion (also shown on the attached 
Table 1):

N o . o f students

D en tis try 3
Physical Therapy 6
Occupational Therapy 4
O p tom e try 2
Podiatry 1
Physician Assistant 3

As detailed on Table 1, the cost o f th is level o f partic ipa tion wou ld be 5157,300 in the first year 
and rise to 5530,628 when all fields are fu lly  enrolled. Th is cost pro jection assumes tha t all 
graduates re tu rn to Alaska -  any funds repaid by students w ho choose no t to re tu rn wou ld 
offset these costs. It is also very lik e ly tha t it w il l no t be possible to f i l l all available slots in the 
firs t year o r tw o o f the program since prospective students wou ld no t be fu lly aware o f the 
ava ilab ility o f support.

I have enclosed a table (Table 2) show ing the num ber o f first-year students tha t Alaska 
his to rica lly supported in PSEP, and a b rie f report w ith in fo rm a tio n on three relevant issues: 1. 
projections fo r A laska’s professional w o rk fo rce ; 2. the ava ilab ility o f positions fo r out-of-state 
students in professional schools in the W IC H E  region; and 3. the student debt levels o f recent 
professional school graduates.

I was able to find tw o reports on professional graduate indebtedness: G raduating in to Debt:
The Burdens o f Borrow ing fo r Graduate and Professional Students by the Education 
Resources Institu te and the Institu te fo r H ighe r Education Policy, and the proceedings o f the 
symposium C ritica l Challenges in F inancing Graduate and Professional Degrees. I have cited 
some data from  these reports in the m y attached report.

Please let me know i f I can provide any o the r in fo rm a tion .



Projected cost of Alaska participation in Professional Student Exchange Program
Table 1

No. of Support fee
Length of 
program Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 and

students 1999-2000 in years cost* cost* cost* beyond cost*

Dentistry 3 14,300 4 42,900 88,374 136,538 187,512
Physical Therapy 6 7,200 2.67 43,200 88,992 122,216 125,882
Occupational Therapy 4 7,600 2 30,400 62,624 64,503 66,438
Optometry 2 9,300 4 18,600 38,316 59,198 81,299
Podiatry 1 9,600 4 9,600 19,776 30,554 41,961
Physician Assis tan t 3 4,200 2 12,600 25,956 26,735 27,537

157,300 324,038 439,743 530,628

support fee for Year 2 and beyond increased by projected 3% per year.



Participation by Alaska in the Professional Student Exchange Program
First-time students by year and averages

Table 2

Dentistry
Physical
Therapy

Occupational
Therapy Optometry Podiatry Medicine

Veterinary
Medicine

Osteopathic
Medicine

1979-80 5 2 1 2 1 1 0
1980-81 4 2 2 1 0 1 1
1981-82 7 4 0 1 1 6 3 3
1982-83 2 5 2 0 0 5 6 2
1983-84 5 0 2 1 0 1 5 4
1984-85 5 0 2 3 0 6 6 4
1985-86 10 6 2 2 0 1 5 1
1986-87 6 2 0 0 0 1 5 0
1987-88 9 6 5 3 0 7 5 5
1988-89 7 5 2 1 1 2 6 0
1989-90 3 10 4 3 0 5 9 1
1990-91 1 6 4 3 1 2 4 1
1991-92 0 3 3 2 0 4 4 1
1992-93 1 2 2 1 0 2 2 1
1993-94 2 8 4 0 0 3 3 1

Last fifteen year average 4 4 2 2 0 3 4 2
Last ten year average 4 5 3 2 0 3 5 2
Last five year average 1 6 3 2 0 3 4 1
1987-92 five year average 4 6 4 2 0 4 6 2



Alaska’s  Participation in W l C H E ’s  Professional Student E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m

B a c k g r o u n d  I n f o r m a t i o n

Overview

F o r  o v e r  4 0  y ea r s ,  t h e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  has u sed  t h e  s t u d e n t  e x c h a n g e  p r o g r a m s  o f  th e  W e s te r n  
I n t e r s ta te  C o m m i s s i o n  fo r  H i g h e r  E d u c a t io n  t o  h e lp  m e e t  its n e e d s  fo r  p r o f e s s io n a l  an d  o t h e r  
p o s t s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t io n .  A l a s k a ’s p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  W l C H E ’s P r o fe s s io n a l  S tu d e n t  E x ch an g e .  
P r o g r a m  b eg an  s h o r t l y  a f ter  its  r a t i f ic a t io n  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  H i g h e r  E d u c a t io n  C o m p a c t  in 
19 53 ,  a n d  las ted  u n t i l  f in a n c ia l  p re ssu res  f o r c e d  a s u s p e n s io n  o f  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in 1997 .  S in c e  
1 95 3 ,  A la s k a  s u p p o r t e d  a to t a l  o f  1 ,136  s t u d e n t s  in p r o f e s s io n a l  d egree  p r o g r a m s  in t h e  h ea lth  
p r o f e s s io n s ,  v e te r in a r y  m e d ic in e ,  and  o t h e r  p r o f e s s io n a l  f ie ld s .  Just  u n d e r  h a l f  o f  th e m  
(46 .5% ) r e tu r n e d  to  th e  s ta te  o f  A la sk a  to  p r a c t ic e .

D u r i n g  th e  fisca l cr is is  y ea rs  o f  th e  e a r ly  1 9 9 0s ,  A la s k a  d r o p p e d  s u p p o r t  o f  P S E P  s t u d e n t s .  
N o w ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a y  be a g o o d  t im e  to  r e v i e w  th i s  d e c i s io n  to  d e t e r m in e  w h e t h e r  P S E P  can  
m a k e  a c o s t - e f f e c t iv e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  A l a s k a ’s h ig h e r  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m .  A la sk a  c o u ld  use  
P S E P  to  m e e t  severa l  o n g o i n g  needs:

1. P r o v id e  a l o n g - t e r m  p r o fe s s io n a l  w o r k f o r c e ,  e s p e c ia l l y  in th e  h ea lth  p r o f e s s io n s .

2 . A s s u r e  s ta te  r e s id e n t s  access  to  p r o f e s s io n a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g ra m s .

3. M a k e  p r o f e s s io n a l  e d u c a t i o n  m o r e  a f f o r d a b le  t o  s t u d e n t s ,  and in p a r t ic u la r  r ed u c e  
s tu d e n t  d eb t  b u r d e n s . .

T h e  data in th i s  r e p o r t  s h o u l d  be h e lp fu l  t o  A la s k a  in e v a lu a t in g  th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  P S E P  
an d  d e t e r m in in g  h o w  best t o  u t i l i z e  th e  p r o g r a m  in  m e e t in g  s ta te  p r o fe s s io n a l  w o r k f o r c e  
n e ed s .  T h e  r e p o r t  su g g e s ts  w a y s  th at  A la sk a  can u se  t h e  P r o fe s s io n a l  S tu d e n t  E x c h a n g e  
P r o g r a m  m o r e  e f f e c t iv e l y  to  m e e t  c r i t ica l  s ta te  n e e d s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  in  th e  h e a lth  p r o f e s s io n s .  A s  
t h e  data  s h o w ,  W I C H E  re m a in s  a c o s t - e f f e c t iv e  a l t e r n a t iv e  fo r  A la sk a  in m e e t in g  its  
p r o f e s s io n a l  w o r k f o r c e  n eed s .

1. Alaska workforce projections

T h e  m o s t  r ec en t  rep o r t  o n  A la s k a  w o r k f o r c e  tr e n d s  is th e  A l a s k a  I n d u s t r y - O c c u p a t i o n  
O u t l o o k  p rep a re d  fo r  t h e  A la s k a  H u m a n  R e s o u r c e s  I n v e s t m e n t  C o u n c i l  b y  t h e  A la sk a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o r ,  R esea rc h  and A n a ly s i s  S e c t io n  ( O c t o b e r  1996).  T h e  r e p o r t  p r o je c t s  
e m p l o y m e n t  b y  m a jo r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  c a te g o r y ,  id e n t i f i e s  b o t h  th e  fastest g r o w i n g  and  
d e c l i n in g  A la s k a  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  and p r o je c t s  a n n u a l  jo b  o p e n in g s  b y  o c c u p a t io n a l  t r a in in g  lev e l  
a m o n g  o t h e r  a n a ly s e s .

T h e  r e p o r t  d o c u m e n t s  th e  e m p l o y m e n t  s h i f t s  w h i c h  are o c c u r r i n g  in th e  A la s k a  e c o n o m y .  
N a tu r a l  r e so u r c e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  a c c o u n t  fo r  a large  sh a r e  o f  to ta l  e m p l o y m e n t  in th e  s ta te ,  
b u t  in d u s tr ie s  l ik e  p e t r o l e u m ,  f i s h in g ,  an d  l i m b e r  r e p r e se n t  a d e c l in in g  sh are  r e la t iv e  t o  a 
v a r ie t y  o f  s e r v ic e  in d u s tr ie s .  T h e  rep o rt  n o t e s  p a r t ic u la r  g r o w t h  in th e  h e a lth c a r e  in d u s t r y  o f  
A la sk a ,  m u c h  ca u sed  b y  e x p e c te d  in crea ses  in t h e  e ld e r ly  p o p u l a t i o n .

S e r v ic e - p r o d u c in g  in d u s tr ie s  are p r o je c te d  to  c o n t r i b u t e  o v e r  3 0 ,0 0 0  a d d it io n a l  jo b s  to  th e  
A la s k a  e c o n o m y  b y  2 0 0 5 ,  w i t h  th e  greates t  g r o w t h  o c c u r r i n g  in th e  h e a lth c a r e  in d u s tr y :



Leading the service industries in em p lo ym en t  grow th will  be the healthcare industry. W hile  
population gains in general will increase the demand for healthcare services, it is the  
projected increase in the n um ber o f  older Alaskans w h o  choose  to  remain in the state that 
will affect em p loym en t levels. O v e r  the forecast period, the  number o f  Alaskans 65 years 
and older is expected to  increase by  50 percent. A laska Industry-O ccupation O utlo ok, A laska 

D epartm ent o f Labor, Research a n d  A nalysis Section (O ctober 1996).

T h e  r e p o r t  p r o je c t s  w o r k f o r c e  n e e d s  fo r  A la s k a  in sev era l  o f  th e  f ie ld s  a v a i la b le  t h r o u g h  
W l C H E ’s P r o fe s s io n a l  S tu d e n t  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m .  T h e  r ep o r t  id e n t i f i e s  th e  f o l l o w i n g  n e ed s  
fo r  p r o fe s s io n a l s  in P S E P  fields:

T a b le  1

A la s k a E m p lo y m e n t P r o je c t io n s : 1995-■2005

1995 2000 2005 annual
em p loym ent em ploym ent em p loym ent open ings

A r c h it e c t s 2 3 4 228 2 3 7 4
D e n t is t s ’' 438 500 51 9 23
L ib r a r ia n s 4 2 6 4 22 411 9
O c c u p a tio n a l th e r a p is ts * 111 134 162 7
O p t o m e t r is t s ’1, 54 63 67 3
P h a rm a c is ts 2 2 6 2 4 2 27 5 6
P h y s ic a l th e r a p is t s ’' 174 22 5 297 13
P h y s ic ia n  a s s is ta n ts * 180 214 24 6 10
P h y s ic ia n s  an d  s u rg e o n s * 868 1,032 1 ,169 4 6
V e te r in a r ia n s * 112 131 151 6

"■ o c c u p a t i o n s  w i t h  fas ter  th a n  a v erag e  a n n u a l  g r o w t h  rate

Source: A laska Industry-O ccupation O u tlo o k , A laska Department of Labor, Research and A nalysis 
Section (O ctober 1997).

S evera l o f  th e  f ie ld s  in c lu d e d  in  th e  P r o fe s s io n a l  S tu d e n t  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m  are a m o n g  th e  
fa s test  g r o w in g  o c c u p a t i o n s  in A la sk a  ( t h o s e  m a r k e d  w i t h  an a ste r isk  a b o v e ) .

T o  assess th e  c u rren t  u t i l i z a t io n  o f  h e a l th  p r o f e s s io n a l s  in A la sk a ,  th i s  r e p o r t  in c l u d e s  data  
o n  th e  n u m b e r s  o f  p r o fe s s io n a l s  p r a c t i c in g  in each  f ie ld  re la t iv e  to  A la sk a 's  p o p u la t io n .
B ased  o n  th is  data ,  it is p o s s ib le  t o  c o m p a r e  A l a s k a ’s s u p p l y  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l s  w i t h  n a t io n a l  
av erages ,  an d  to  rank th e  s ta te  in ea ch  p r o f e s s io n .  T h e  ra n k in g s  w i t h i n  and b e t w e e n  s ta te s  
a l l o w  f c r  s o m e  c o n c l u s i o n s  to  be  m a d e  a b o u t  th e  p a t te r n  o f  u t i l i z a t io n  o f  h e a lth  p r o f e s s io n a l s  
in in d iv id u a l  s ta tes .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  s t a le s  th a t  rank  h ig h  in th e  n u m b e r  o f  p r im a r y  care  
p h y s ic ia n s  and r e la t iv e ly  l o w  in th e  u se  o f  n u rse  p r a c t i t io n e r s  and p h y s i c ia n  a s s i s ta n ts  m a y  
h a v e  a r e g u la t o r y  e n v ir o n m e n t  that d is c o u r a g e s  th e  use  o f  m id - le v e l  p r o v id e r s  a n d  is m o r e  
re l ia n t  u p o n  t r a d i t io n a l  d e l iv e r y  t h r o u g h  p r im a r y  care  p h y s i c ia n s .

T h e  n ex t  ta b le  s h o w s  t h e  ra tio  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l s  to  A la s k a ’s p o p u la t io n  fo r  th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  
f ie ld s  in c lu d e d  in th e  P r o fe s s io n a l  S tu d e n t  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m .  D a ta  fo r  m e d ic a l  d o c t o r s  is 
s h o w n  in sev era l  w a y s :  “A l l  M D s  a n d  D O s ” refers to  all p r a c t ic in g  p h y s i c ia n s ,  b o th
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a l l o p a t h i c  and o s t e o p a t h ic  and in c lu d in g  sp e c ia l i s t s ;  and “P r im a r y  care  M D s  an d  D O s "  refers  
to  in t e r n i s t s  an d  p ed ia tr ic ia n s  as w e l l  as f a m i ly  and g en era l  p r a c t i t io n e r s .  D a ta  fo r  o s t e o p a t h s  
is a lso  s h o w n  se p a r a te ly .

T a b le  2

R a t i o  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  P o p u l a t i o n ,  A la s k a

N u m b er  of Alaska N ation a l N ationa l
professionals professionals professionals rank

per 10000 per 10000 of Alaska
population population ratio

A l l  M D s  a n d  D O s 7 0 7 12 .04 2 0 .1 5 50
P r i m a r y  ca re  M D s  a n d  D O s 3 7 0 6 .3 0 9 .1 0 47
O s t e o p a t h s 46 0 .7 8 1.17 2 2
D e n t i s t s 371 6 .3 2 6 .1 3 18
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p i s t s 261 4 .4 5 4 .5 3 25
O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p i s t s 105 1.79 1 .64 18
P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s 114 1.94 0 .7 3 2

N u r s e  P r a c t i t i o n e r s 167 2 .8 4 1.07 2

V e t e r i n a r i a n s 155 2 .6 4 2 .1 6 18

Source: State H ealth  Personnel H a n d b o o k ,  P ew  H ealth  Professions C o m m iss io n ,  March 1995
Veterinary D em ograp h ic  A nnual Reports, Am erican Veterinary Medical A ssociation ,  1996

T h e s e  p o p u l a t i o n  ra t io s  fo r  p r o f e s s io n a l s  are o n e  in d ic a to r  o f  each  s t a t e ’s l i k e ly  n ee d  fo r  n e w  
tr a in in g  in th e  v a r io u s  p r o f e s s io n s .  T h e  data a lso  in d ic a te  d i f fe r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  s ta te s  in th e  
p a tte r n  o f  u t i l i z a t io n  o f  h e a l th c a r e  p r o f e s s io n a l s .  R ead ers  are c a u t io n e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  that  th e  
r a t io s  d o  n o t  ta k e  in t o  a c c o u n t  p o s s ib l e  d i f fe r e n c e s  in d e m o g r a p h ic s  o r  e c o n o m i c  a c t iv i ty  
b e t w e e n  s ta te s .

2. Access to professional education

A tr a d i t io n a l  r e ason  fo r  A la s k a  an d  o t h e r  s ta te s  t o  s u p p o r t  W I C H E  p r o g r a m s  has b een  to  
a ssure  th e  a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  t r a in in g  fo r  s ta te  r e s id e n ts .  E v e n  as s ta tes  p la c e  m o r e  
e m p h a s i s  o n  m e e t in g  p r o f e s s io n a l  w o r k f o r c e  n e e d s  an d  a ss u r in g  access  to  u n d e r g r a d u a te  
e d u c a t i o n ,  access  t o  p r o fe s s io n a l  e d u c a t i o n  r e m a in s  an im p o r t a n t  p r i o r i t y  fo r  m o s t  W I C H E  
s ta te s .  T h e  data  r e p o r te d  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ta b le s  in d ic a te  th a t  th e r e  is c o n t i n u i n g  rea so n  fo r  
s ta te s  to  be  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  p r o fe s s io n a l  t r a in in g  and ac cess  to  th e s e  
p r o g r a m s .

O n e  o f  t h e  o r ig in a l  r a t io n a le s  f o r  W I C H E  w a s  th a t  p r o f e s s io n a l  t r a in in g  in a n u m b e r  o f  f ie ld s  
is n o t  g e n e r a l ly  a v a i la b le  to  n o n - r e s id e n t s  in p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  W I C H E  a n n u a l ly  g a th ers  
a p p l i c a t i o n  and e n r o l l m e n t  data  f r o m  p r o fe s s io n a l  s c h o o l s  t o  d e t e r m in e  in w h ic h  f ie ld s  access  
is d i f f i c u l t .  A c c e s s - r e s t r ic t e d  f ie ld s  are p la c e d  in t o  a c a t e g o r y  c a l l e d  G r o u p  A .  S in c e  th e  c o s t s  
to  s ta te s  o f  c r e a t in g  and o p e r a t i n g  p r o f e s s io n a l  s c h o o l s  are e x t r e m e ly  h ig h ,  t h e y  are u su a l ly  
v e r y  r e lu c ta n t  to  o f f e r  sca rce  t r a in in g  s lo t s  to  n o n -r e s id e n t s .  W I C H E  o v e r c o m e s  th is  b arrier  
b e c a u se  r e g io n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  h e lp s  s ta te s  ga in  access  to  p r o f e s s io n a l  s c h o o l s  in  o t h e r  s ta tes .
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T h e  f o l l o w i n g  ta b le  s h o w s  th a t  access  to  p r o f e s s io n a l  e d u c a t io n  r em a in s  p r o b le m a t i c  in a 
n u m b e r  o f  f ie ld s ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a c o n t i n u i n g  n ee d  fo r  reg io n a l  a p p r o a c h e s  to  p r o fe s s io n a l  
e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  v ast  m a j o r i ty  o f  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  in p u b l i c  p r o fe s s io n a l  s c h o o l s  are r es id en ts  
o f  th e  s ta te  in w h ic h  t h e  s c h o o l  is lo c a t e d .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  o n l y  4 .5  p e r c e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s  in 
w e s te r n - s t a t e  p u b l i c  m e d ic a l  s c h o o l s  c o m e  f r o m  o u t s id e  th e  W I C H E  r e g io n .  F ig u r es  are  
s im i la r  in th e  o t h e r  f ie ld s .  If an in - s ta te  p r o g r a m  is n o t  a va i la b le ,  th e  o n l y  r e l ia b le  w a y  for  
W I C H E - s t a i e  s t u d e n t s  to  ga in  access  to  p u b l i c  in s t i t u t io n s  in th e  G r o u p  A f ie ld s  is th r o u g h  
th e  P r o fe s s io n a l  S tu d e n t  E x c h a n g e  P r o g r a m .

T a b le  3
P r o f e s s i o n a l  S c h o o l  A p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  E n t e r i n g  E n r o l l m e n t ,  F a l l  199 6  

P u b l i c  I n s t i t u t i o n s  in  t h e  W I C H E  R e g i o n

Com pleted Total Residents W ICHE O u t-o f­ % out-of-
A pplications Entering Entering Entering region

Entering
region ol 

Total  
Entering

M e d i c i n e 15 ,785 968 859 65 44 4 .5
D e n t i s t r y 3 ,8 8 3 254 213 28 13 5.1
O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y 9 2 2 164 107 22 35 21.3
P h y s i c a l  T h e r a p y 1 ,205 198 140 40 18 9 .0
O p t o m e t r y 3 7 0 60 48 5 7 11.6
V e t e r i n a r y  M e d i c i n e 2 ,7 7 2 3 5 2 2 3 7 74 41 11.6

T h e  ta b le  s h o w s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  a p p l ic a n ts  and to ta l  e n te r in g  s t u d e n t s  fo r  th e  p u b l ic  
p r o f e s s io n a l  s c h o o l s  in each  o f  th e  G r o u p  A  f ie ld s .  A l s o  s h o w n  is th e  b r e a k d o w n  o f  s t u d e n t s  
b e t w e e n  r e s id e n ts ,  W I C H E  s t u d e n t s ,  an d  o u t - o f - r e g i o n  s tu d e n ts .

T h e  ta b le  s h o w s  that access  to  p r o f e s s io n a l  e d u c a t io n  is a c o n t i n u in g  p r o b le m  fo r  W I C H E  
s ta tes .  In th e  G r o u p  A  f ie ld s ,  v e r y  fe w  s t u d e n t s  ga in  a d m is s io n  to  p r o f c ' i o n a l  s c h o o l s  that  
are n o t  e i t h e r  r e s id e n ts  o r  W I C H E  s t u d e n t s .

3. The debt burden of professional education graduates

T h e  c o s t  o f  p r o fe s s io n a l  e d u c a t i o n  is a g r o w i n g  c o n c e r n ,  e s p e c ia l ly  b eca u se  o f  th e  large d eb t  
b u r d e n s  o f  r ec en t  p r o fe s s io n a l  g rad u a te s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  g o o d  data o n  p r o f e s s io n a l  s tu d e n t  
in d e b t e d n e s s  is o n l y  a v a i la b le  fo r  th e  f ie ld s  o f  m e d ic in e  and d e n t i s t r y ,  b u t  t h e  tre n d s  in th e s e  
f ie ld s  are so  s im i la r  th a t  it can  be a s s u m e d  th a t  s im i la r  tren d s  are a f f e c t in g  s t u d e n t s  in o t h e r  
p r o f e s s io n a l  f ie lds .

T h e  d eb t  b u r d en  o f  r ecen t  p r o fe s s io n a l  g ra d u a tes  has g r o w n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  fr o m  a lr ea d y  h igh  
le v e l s .  A  1996  s t u d y  r e p o r te d  th a t  th e  averag e  d eb t  fo r  m e d ica l  s c h o o l  gra d u a te s  w a s  S 6 4 ,059  
an d  fo r  d e n ta l  gra d u a te s  w a s  5 6 7 ,7 7 2 .  B o r r o w i n g  b y  p r o fe s s io n a l  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  has g r o w n  
fas ter  th a n  to ta l  s t u d e n t  b o r r o w i n g  (74%  vs. 54% ). 81 p e r c e n t  o f  all m e d ica l  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  
an d  94% o f  d en ta l  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  b o r r o w e d  to  p a y  fo r  th e ir  e d u c a t io n .

T h e s e  large s tu d e n t  d eb t  b u r d e n s  tra n s la te  in t o  h ig h  average  m o n t h l y  lo a n  p a y m e n t s  for  
r e cen t  gra d u ates .  A c c o r d in g  to  a r ece n t  r e p o r t  b y  th e  I n s t i t u te  fo r  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n  P o l i c y ,  
th e s e  h ig h  p a y m e n t s  are n o t  fu l ly  o f f s e t  b y  h ig h e r  avera ge  salaries  in p r o fe s s io n a l  f ie lds .  
M e d ic a l  g rad u ates  face an avera ge  m o n t h l y  p a y m e n t  o f  $ 7 7 7 ,  w h i l e  d e n ia l  s c h o o l  grad uates
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m u s t  p a y  S8 2 2  p e r  m o n t h  o n  a verage .  G r a d u a te s  o f  p r iv a te  d e n ta l  s c h o o l s  face an e v e n  m o r e  
d a u n t i n g  a v erag e  p a y m e n t  o f  5 1 ,2 0 6  p e r  m o n t h .  O n  a v era ge ,  d e n ta l  gradu ates  m u s t  p a y  15% 
o f  t h e i r  in c o m e  to  p a y  o f f  s t u d e n t  lo a n s .  T h i s  p r o b le m  is e x a c e r b a te d  b y  th e  fact th a t  d en ta l  
g ra d u a te s  t y p i c a l l y  face large  e x p e n s e s  fo r  s e t t in g  up  t h e ir  p r a c t ic e  e a r ly  in t h e ir  career .


