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Representative Fred Dyson, Chairman
H o u s e  Health, Education &  Social Services C o m m i t t e e

-  / *

Representative Gene Therria 
February 22, 2000

House Dislrict 33

I w o u l d  like to respectfully request that H B  2 6 9  b e  scheduled for a hearing before the H o u s e  

Health, E d u c a d o n  &  Social Services C o m m i t t e e .

H o u s e  Bill 2 6 9  establishes a n  1 8 - m o n t h  pilot project to study the use o f  videotaping o f  

interviews wit h  children w h o  are alleged to h a v e  b e e n  a b u s e d  or neglected. T h e  project 

w o u l d  begin n o  later than Ja n u a r y  21, 2001 in a municipality with a population n o  less than

40, 0 0 0  a n d  n o  m o r e  than 150,000 selected b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Hea lt h &  Social Services. 

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  b e  required to s u b m i t  a n  interim report to die Legislature in J a n u a r y  

o f  2 0 0 2  a n d  a final report in J a n u a r y  2 0 0 3  that w o u l d  outline the p r o b l e m s  encountered, 

benefits discovered a n d  other information relevant to w h e t h e r  the videotaping r e q uirement 

s hould b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  statewide.

1 a m  a w a r e  that an o t h e r  bill dealing with videotaping interviews, H o u s e  Bill 256, is also 

currently in the H o u s e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e .  It is m y  u n d e r s tandi ng that that bill is 

a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a $3.1 million fiscal note. 1 believe a pilot project as p r o p o s e d  in m y  bill 

could b e  structured to avoid m o s t  o f  these costs while providing valuable information o n  the 

feasibility o f  this requirement. I w o u l d  w e l c o m e  the opportunity to testify o n  H B  2 6 9  in 

t a n d e m  with H B  2 5 6  to c o m p a r e  the relative merits o f  b o t h  bills.

A l t h o u g h  I a m  the p r i m e  s p o n s o r  o f  H B  2 6 9 , 1 will defer to the C o m m i t t e e ’s discretion o n  

h o w  best to a d v a n c e  discussion o n  a n d  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  this concept. I a m  m o r e  than 

willing to consider a n y  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  to H B  2 6 9  to tighten the language or shorten the 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o r  study time. I a m  also n o t  o p p o s e d  to w o r k i n g  this issue t h r o u g h  a 

different bill.
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H o u s e  B i l l  2 6 9

S p o n s o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G e n e  T h e r r i a u l t  

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

House Bill 269 establishes an 18-month pilot project to study the use of videotaping of interviews 

with children who are alleged to have been abused or neglected. The project would begin no later 

than January 21, 2001 in the Fairbanks North Star Borough. The Department would be required to 

submit an interim report to the Legislature in January of 2002 and a final report in January 2003 that 

would oudine the problems encountered, benefits discovered and other information relevant to 

whether the videotaping requirement should be implemented statewide.

The bill provides an excepdon to the videotaping requirement if “it is determined that an interview 

is immediately necessary because of exigent circumstances or that, due to extraordinary 

circumstances, videotaping equipment is unavailable or inoperable.” In addition, the bill provides 

that the failure to videotape an interview of a child does not affect the admissibility of the interview, 

or the authority or ability of a state or municipal law enforcement or prosccudon agency to use the 

interview or information obtained from it.

When this program has been considered on a statewide basis in the past, it has been accompanied by 
a fiscal note of up to $2.1 million. House Bill 256, a bill mandating the use of videotapes in child 
abuse interviews that was introduced this year by Representative John Coghill, is accompanied by a 

$3.1 million fiscal note. I believe a pilot project as proposed in my bill could be structured to avoid 

most of these costs while providing valuable information on the feasibility of this requirement. I 

believe that careful implementation of an interview videotaping system will discourage false 
allegations and allow us to focus scarce resources on true cases of child abuse.
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2000 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

I ’
ST A T E  O F  A L A SK A

F I S C A L  N O T E
B IL L  N O . HB 269

Revision Dnto/Timo (Noto if correction):
Title: Pilot P ro ject fo r videotaping C1NA interview s.

Dept. Affected: H ealth and  Social Services 
BRU: Family and Y outh Services

Sponsor:
Roquestor:

Rep. T h erriau lt
House (HES)

Component: Front L ine Social W orkers 
COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 2305

See also  (S N # ):___________

E x p e n d i tu re3 /R eve n u e 3: (Thousands of Dollars)
N ote: A m o u n ts  do n o t inc lude  inflation u n less  o th e rw ise  n o te d  b e lo w .
OPERATING FY 2001 F Y 2 0 0 2 FY 2003 F Y 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

3 0 0 .2 3 0 0 .2
5 .0 5 .0

1 1 4 .7 1 5 8 .0 5 0 .0
6 .5 6 .5

5 0 .7 1 .8

TOTAL OPERATING 4 7 7 .1 4 7 1 .6 5 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGES IN REVENUES ( )
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Fodoral Receipts 1
1003 GF Match 1
1004 GF 477.1 471 .6 50.0 |
1005 GF/Program Receipts 1
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (please sqecify)

TOTAL 477.1 471 .6 50.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost: $0 .0
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME ' 1
PART-TIME 1
TEMPORARY 7 7 0

ANALYSIS: (A ttacn a se p a ra te  p ag e  if n ecessa ry )

Program Effects: If adequately funded, DFYS does not oppose this pilot as a means of ascertaining the efficacy as well as the programmatic 

and fiscal costs of videotaping interviews with children. This pilot is particularly useful because it allows for exigent circumstances (which 

can cause some interviews to be immediately necessary) and because it recognizes that extraordinary circumstances may cause equipment 

unavailability or failure. Tne pilot appropriately provides that failure to videotape should not result in an inability to proceed to act on the 

information obtained.

Costs of even a pilot program will be significant. In order to perform effective interviews, DFYS will be required to use two persons in 

every investigation, since fixed cameras and tripods are not effective or accurate for videotaping children, who frequently squirm and move 

around during interview sessions. Additional staff will need’d for taping interviews as well as managing (organizing, cataloging, storing, 

retrieving, and copying) the large number of videotapes th .i will accumulate. To be effective, the pilot must provide the resources to 

maintain a valid control group. Sufficient resources m> t be made available to enable DFYS to commit a high quality of effort to the 

evaluation and the reporting components of the pile' as well.

ut

P rep ared  by: 
Division:

A pproved  by C om m iss io n e ' 
A g e  .y: D epartm ent o f H ealth & Social Services
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ANALYSIS (con t.):
Key assumptions used in fiscal analysis:
1) Videotaping Pilot Project to be conducted in the DFYS Fairbanks Field Office. The Fairbanks area was selected because it meets the population
requirements stipulated in the bill and the Fairbanks Field office has the second highest level of Reports of Harm in the state (behind Anchorage)
providing for a large caseload population and sample size for the Pilot Project.
2) Half o f the cases assigned for investigation in the Fairbanks Field Office will be videotaped with the remainder (the control group) investigated using
standard practice (not taped) based on 1.725 total estimated cases assigned.
3) Pilot Project to be implcmcr/ed prior to January 1 .2001. Social Services Associate (SSA) positions to be hired prior to implementation date for
training and possible early implementation.
4) 7 new SSA Ill's (Range 12) will be needed to assist in taping interviews and managing the videotapes (organizing, cataloging, storing, retrieving and
copying). Positions to be maintained for two fiscal years to provide for the 18-month pilot project, training (videotaping, archiving, division policies and
procedures, etc.) and pilot program development period. The 7 SSA Ill's would be assigned to work with approximately 12 Social Workers (8 Social
Workers from the Intake Unit and 4 from the Ongoing Unit). Seven SSA's arc needed because interviews will take piace in multiple locations (i.e.,
schools, homes, hospitals, etc.) and multiple interviews may occur simultaneously.
5) Pilot Project evaluation reports: Written Interim Report due to the Legislature in January 2002. Final report due to Legislature January 2003. DFYS
would contract with an independent consultant to prepare these reports.

FY 2001 F Y 2002 F Y 2003
7 1 0 0 0 : P ersonal S e rv ice s
1 N ew  Social S e rv ices  A sso c ia te  III p o s itio n s  R ange 12: 3 0 0 .2 3 0 0 .2

7 2 0 0 0 : T ravel 5 .0 5 .0

7 3 0 0 0 : C o n trac tu a l
T ranscrip tion  (B ased on  5 0 %  of 1 ,7 2 5  ass ig n ed  in v es tig a tio n s). 6 9 .0 6 9 .0

L anguage T ran sla tio n  for V ideo tapes (10% ) 12.1 12.1
A rchiving V id eo tap e s 0 .2 0 .2
Pilot P ro jec t E valuation  (taoed  vs. n o n -tap ed  contro l group) 5 0 .0 5 0 .0
Troining (2 tra in e rs  fo r 3 d ay s training) 9 .0 2 .3
R epair/M ain tenance  o f  E quipm ent: 1 .7 1.7

O ffice sp a c e  for n ew  em ployees: 2 1 .8 2 1 .8
T elephone se rv ice  for new  em ployee: 0 .9 0 .9 -

1 1 4 .7 1 5 8 .0 5 0 .0

7 4 0 0 0 : S upp lies
V ideo tapes (B ased on  50%  of 1 ,7 2 5  in v e s tig a tio n s©  $ 3 .5 0  p e r tape) 3 .0 3 .0
O ffice supp lies  for n e w  em ployees: 3 .5 3 .5 -

6 .5 6 .5 0 .0

7 5 0 0 0 : E qu ipm en t
V ideo C am era s ($ 6 5 0  per unit) 5 .9
C arrying C a se s  ($ 2 5 0  per unit) 2 .3
T ripods ($ 7 5  per unit) 0 .7
V C R 's ($ 1 2 5  per VCRI 1.1
M onitors ($ 2 5 0  per m onitor) 2 .3
C om p u ters  for n ew  em p lo y ees: 2 1 .0
T elephone for n ew  em p loyees: 3 .5
D esk/C hair for n ew  em p loyees: 1 4 .0
E quipm ent R ep lacm en t (15%  per year) - 1.8

S u b -to ta l E qu ipm en t: 5 0 .7 1 .8 0 .0

T otal Lines 1 0 0 -5 0 0 : 4 7 7 .1 4 7 1 .6 5 0 .0
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F I S C A L  N O T E
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2000  L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Dote

Title VIDEOTAPING OF INTERVIEWS WITH

CHILDFEN

Dept. Affected Public Safety

'BRU

BELL N O . HB 2 6 9

Alaska State Trooper Detachments

Component: Alaska State Troooer Detachments

Sponsor

Requester

Representative Therriault

House HESS Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2325

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 | FY 2005 FY 2006

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 0.0

C H A N G E  IN RE VE N U E S  ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 0.0

FUND S O U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts I
1003 GF Match I
1004 GF I
1005 GF/Program Receipts I
1037 GF/Mental Health I
Other (Specify Type) I I

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 I 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS

Full-time 0 ol 01 01 0 0
Part-time 0 0! 0| 0| 0 0

Temporary 0 ol 01 01 °l 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill is not expected to have an adverse impact on the budget.

Prepared by: Rovce Weller/special Assistant

Division

Phone 465-4322

Office of the Commissioner Date/Time 2/29/2000

Approved by: ______________________________________________

Agency Commissioner Ronald L. Otte. Dept, of Public Safety

Date x / 2 q / o O

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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