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HB 256 MANDATORY VIDEOTAPING IN CINA CASES
SPONSOR STATEMENT

The requirement of videotaping in interviewing children to determine if they are a 
Child in Need of Assistance has been an issue highly debated. The objection to 
mandatory videotaping has been the cost to the State of Alaska to implement such a 
requirement. Fiscal notes in past legislation have been based on outdated videotaping 
methods. They have not taken into account new technology for videotaping, nor have
they taken into consideration the savings to be realized by the State of Alaska.
Mandatory videotaping will reduce numbers of interviews, reduce determinations of CINA 
cases, reduce costs for foster care and medical expenses, and reduce workloads for the 
attorney general’s, public defender’s, and Office of Public advocacy’s offices.

The reasons for requiting mandatory videotaping are threefold.:
• Videotaping reduces trauma to the child because the videotaped interview can 

be used in place of multiple interviews by social workers, school officials, 
guardian ad litems, attorney general’s office and the public defender’s office.

• The videotape will contain information that the judge can review at the 48-hour-
hearing to determine if the child is in need of aid without subjecting the child to
yet one more interview.

• Videotaping increases the quality of the interview because the interviewer 
knows his or her method of inteiviewing the child will be scrutinized by all 
parties

The court s/stem has expressed support of videotaping in other states for other 
reasons:

• Cnee a child has been interviewed on videotape, it is harder for he or she to 
recant what was said. It is also easier for the court to determine if the child 
was manipulated into answering certain questions a certain way.

• A person accused of child abuse is more likely to confess, if he or she views a 
videotaped interview.

• Expert witnesses can review the videotape and give expert testimony on their 
findings.

• Videotapes often refresh the victims memory which has faded with time in 
cases where months or years pass before a case is tried.

With cost no longer being an objection Alaska should join Ohio in leading the charge for 
States to minimize child abuse both by friends or members of their families and by the 
system.
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’ S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

V ideotap ing o f in terview s when determ ining if a Child is in N eed o f A ssistance (C IN A ) is one o f 
the best ways to insure accountab ility  for all involved, and is one o f the least sub jec tive m eans o f 
getting inform ation to a court for C INA  hearings.

V ideotaping shou ld  be m andatory for cases where a ch ild is taken into pro tective custody . B ecause 
probable cause has yet to be determ ined, the testim ony o f the child is im portan t to the valid ity  o f 
any subsequen t charges that may be imposed. A t this tim e, the in terpretation o f an in terv iew  w ith a 
child by the social w orker m ay be all that is presented as ev idence for action.

M andatory v ideo tap ing will reduce the num ber o f interview s for a child and pro tect the ch ild  from  
"system abuse", while g iv ing many agencies that get involved a first hand testim onial.

The prim ary reasons for requiring m andatory v ideotap ing can be summed in the fo llow ing:
• V ideotap ing reduces traum a to the child because the v ideotaped in terview  can be used in 

p lace o f m ultip le interview s by social workers, school officials, guard ian ad litem s, 
a tto rney general's office, and the public defender's office.

• The v ideotape will contain inform ation that the judge can review  at the 48 -hou r-hearing  
to determ ine if the ch ild is in need o f aid w ithout sub jecting the ch ild  to yet one more 
interview .

• V ideotaping increases the quality o f the interview  because the in terv iew er know s his or 
her m ethod o f in terview ing the child will be scru tin ized by all parties.

The court system  has expressed support o f v ideotaping in o ther states for o ther reasons:
» Once a child has been interviewed on videotape, it is harder for he o r she to recan t what

was said . It is also easier for the court to determ ine if the child was m an ipu la ted  into 
answ ering certain questions in a certain way.

• A person accused o f ch ild abuse is more likely to confess, if he o r she view s a 
v ideo taped interview .

• Expert w itnesses can review  the videotape and give expert testim ony on the ir findings.
• V ideotapes often refresh the victim s m emory which has faded with tim e in cases w here 

m onths or years pass before a case is tried.
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2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E

BILL NO. HB 256

Revis ion D a te /T im e (N o te if co rre c tio n ):

Title: Relation to recording CINA interviews.

Dep t. A ffo c to d : Health and Social Services 

BRU: Family and Youth Services 

C om ponen t: Front Lire Social Workers

Sponso r:

R equesto r:

Rep. Conhill COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 2305 
See also (SNiV):_____

Expend itu res /Revenues: (Thousands o f Do lla rs)

Note: Am oun ts do no t inc lude in fla tio n unless o th e rw ise noted be low .
OPERATING FY2001 FY2002 F Y2003 FY 2004 FY2005 FY2006
PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS , C LA IM S

M ISCELLANEOUS

1 ,6 6 5 .0 1 ,6 6 5 .0 1 ,6 6 5 .0 1 ,6 6 5 .0 1 ,6 65 .0 1 ,6 6 5 .0
2 3 5 .0 197 .5 197 .5 197 .5 197 .5 1 97 .5

1 ,2 8 2 .0 1 ,2 8 2 .0 1 ,2 8 2 .0 1 ,2 8 2 .0 1 .2 8 2 .0 1 .2 8 2 .0
4 6 .2 4 6 .2 4 6 .2 4 6 .2 46 .2 46 .2
4 8 .8 7 .3 7 .3 7 .3 7.3 7 .3

1

TO TAL OPERATING 3 ,2 7 7 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0

(CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGES IN REVENUES

FUND SOURCE (Thousands o f Dolla rs)

10 0 2 Federal Rece ip ts
100 3 GF M a tch
10 0 4 GF

1005 GF /P rog ram Rece ip ts 

1037 G F /M en ta l Hea lth 

O the r (p lease sp e c ify )

3 ,2 7 7 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 .1 9 8 .0 3 .1 9 8 C

TOTAL 3 ,2 7 7 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 .1 9 8 .0 3 .1 9 8 .0

E stim a te o f any cu rre n t yea r (F Y 20 00 ) co s t: 

POSITIONS:

$0.0

FULL-T IME 3 7 3 7 3 7 3 7 3 7 3 7

PART-T IME 0 n n n 0 n
TEMPORARY 0

- 0 - ------------------------c u ------------------------- q J ----------------------0 - J 0

ANALYS IS : (A ttach a separa te page if necessary)

This bill requires that all interviews with children regarding alleged abuse or neglect be videotaped. This vv ill require \ ideotapmg in the 

field i when interviews occur in schools, in homes, in other locations) and in D F Y S  offices DF YS would need to purchase video cameras 

for even.' field office, multiple cameras for larger offices where several interviews are occurring at the same tune, and accessories •or field 

and fixed taping sites DF Y S  would have to hire 37 emplovees at the Social Service Associate HI (SSA ill i level to operate cameras and 

support the cataloging, duplication, organization, storage, and retrieval of tapes. There will be cleaning, repair, maintenance, and 

replacement costs for the cameras. There will be transcription costs, assuming an average of two hours per investigation and trun.-laiioii 

costs, assuming that approximately 10% will require translation from Native and other non-English languages.

Travel for training and for direct client services will be required (SSA's must travel with the social workers to do some interviews, or 

children must be brought to locations where videotaping can occur i.

Prepared by:
D iv is ion :

Gt A pp roved by Comm iss ioner:
A gency :

Phone: 465-31DI 
Date /T im e : 2 25.00 2.0' PM

Date: A /  •v l

Theresa Tanourv. vo

Department of Health &  Social Services

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 
For fu rth e r d is tr ib u tio n in fo rm a tio n , call the G ove rno r's Leg is la tive O ffice

(Rev 1 Oi98llianoie.xls/DAS_OHSS PaQe 1 of 2



Revision Date: /«ILL NO. H B  256

ANALYS IS (cont.J:

Fiscal projections arc based on an estimated 13.200 investigations that will be required to be videotaped. Personal services estimates 

based 011 videotaping 13.200 investigations per year which will require the assistance of 37 SSA Ill's Statewide. This will provide lieiu 
offices with a trained Social Services Associate to facilitate videotaping, documentation, und archiving of the tapes.

Contractual Services, all videotaped interviews would have to be transcribed. The Department estimates an average of two hours per 

investigation will be required for transcription. Additionally, the Department estimates that a Native language or other non-English 

language interpreter will be needed for 10% of the investigations. Training is a crucial element to ensure that DFYS Social Workers and 

SSA's perform videotaping in a consistent and professional maimer which taxes into consideration courVlegal requirements and the 

sensitivity of our clients.

Personal Services
37 New Social Services A ssoc ia te pos itions Range 1 2:

FY2001

71 0 0 0
1 ,6 6 5 .0

Annua l Cost 
F Y 2002 -FY 2006

1 ,6 6 5 .0

T rave l
SSA Ill 's  to ass ist in v ideo tap ing inves tiga tions 
S ta ff trave l to a ttend tra in in g 
C om m un ity O rien ta tions :

C on trac tua l
T ransc rip tio n (Based on 1 3 ,2 0 0 assigned inves tiga tions ). 
Language Trans la tion fo r V ideo tapes (10% )
A rch iv in g V ideotapes 
Tra in ing
Repair M a in tenance o f Equ ipm en t:

S upp lies
V ideo tapes (Based on 1 3 ,2 0 0  in ve s tig a tio n s®  $ 3 .5 0 per tape)

E qu ipm en t
V ideo Cameras ($ 6 5 0 per un it x 37 units ) 
Carry ing Cases ($ 2 5 0 per un it * 37 un its ) 
T ripods ($75 per un it * 37 units )
VCR 's ($ 125 per VCR)
M on ito rs ($ 2 5 0 per m on ito r)
S ub -to ta l Equ ipm en t:

E qu ipm en t Replacment (1 5%  per year)

T o ta l Lines 100 -5 0 0 :

7 2 0 0 0
185 .0
3 5 .0
15 .0

2 3 5 .0

7 3 0 0 0
1 .0 5 6 .0  
184 .8

5 .3
2 7 .0 
8 .9

1 .2 8 2 .0

7 4 0 0 0
4 6 .2

7 5 0 0 0
24.1
9 .3 
2.8
4 .3 
8 .5

4 8 .8

1 8 5 .0
8.8
3 .8

197 .5

1 .0 5 6 .0 
184 .8

5 .3
2 7 .0
8_9

1 .2 8 2 .0

4 6 .2

3 ,2 7 7 .0

7 .3

3 .1 9 8 .0
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F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date _________________Dept. Affected_______ Public Safety_____
Title RECORDING OF INTERVIEWS WITH BRU Alaska State Trooper Detachment
CHILDREN___________________________________ Component: Alaska State Trooper Detachment
Sponsor Representative Coghill__________________ _______________________________
Requester House HESS Committee_________________Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Revenues___________________________(Thousands of Dollars)_________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  BELL NO. H B  256

2000 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7
Equipment 52.0
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 58.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Soecify Type)

58.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7

TOTAL 58.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost: 
POSITIONS

0.0

Full-time 0| 0| 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0| 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0| 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attacn a separate page if necessary)

To have the ability to videotape interviews as required under this bill the division will need 40 new video 
camera kits at aoout S1300.00 each (S52,000.00). This 40 unit request will allow AST to assign camera 
kits to each post (34), to the General Investigative Unit (3) and to the Criminal Investigation Bureau (3). 
Also requested is funding for 750 video tapes at S9.00 each (36,700.00). The video tapes would have to 
be purchased each year as new cases would be coming in and the used tapes would be in storage as 
evidence.

Approved by: 
Agency

Prepared by:
Division

Royce Weller) Special Assistant
Office of the Commissioner

Phone 465-4322 
Date/Time 2/29/2000

Commissioner Ronald L. Qtte, Deot. of Public Safety

Date ”i ~ 7 z T 7 * o

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governors Legislative Office

(Rov 10/39) 200O(nfomims/OM8



F I S C A L  N O T E

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

2000 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S SION

Revision Date
Title RECORDING OF INTERVIEWS WITH
CHILDREN____________________________
Sponsor 
Requester

Dept. Affected_______ Public Safety

BILL NO. H B  256

BRU Alaska State Trooper Detachment 
Component: Alaska State Trooper Detachment

Representative Coghill
House HESS Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

2325

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7
Equipment 52.0
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 58.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6,7

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 53.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 58.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost: 0.0
POSITIONS
Full-time 0| Ol 0| 0| 0 o|
Part-time 0| 0 0| 0| 0 o
Temporary Ol 0 0| 0| 0 0|
ANALYSIS: (AttacP a separate page if necessary/

T o  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  v i d e o t a p e  in t e r v ie w s  a s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  b i l l t h e  d i v i s io n  w i l l n e e d  4 0  n e w  v id e o  

c a m e r a  k i t s  a t  a b o u t  S 1 3 0 0 . 0 0  e a c h  (S 5 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ) . T h is  4 0  u n i t  r e q u e s t  w i l l a l l o w  A S T  to  a s s ig n  c a m e r a  

k i t s  to  e a c h  p o s t  ( 3 4 ) , t o  t h e  G e n e r a l I n v e s t i g a t i v e  U n i t ( 3 ) a n d  t o  t h e  C r im in a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n  B u r e a u  (3 ) . 

A ls o  r e q u e s t e d  is  f u n d in g  f o r  7 5 0  v id e o  t a p e s  a t S 9 .0 0  e a c h  (S F  " 0 0 . 0 0 ) .  T h e  v id e o  t a p e s  w o u l d  h a v e  to  

b e  p u r c h a s e d  e a c h  y e a r  a s  n e w  c a s e s  w o u ld  b e  c o m in g  in  a n d  t h e  u s e d  t a p e s  w o u ld  b e  in  s t o r a g e  a s  

e v i d e n c e .

Rovce Welierlspecial Assistant

Approved by: 
Agency

Prepared by:
Division

Phone 465-»322
Office of the Commissioner

Commissioner Ronald L. Otte, Deot. of PuDlic Safety

Date/Time 2/29/2000 
Date

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governors Legislative Office

(Rov 10/99) CCOOfnfomi xU/OMB



5TAT. O F  A L A S K A

2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

F I S C A L  N O T E

BILL NO. HB 256

Rev is ion D a te /T im e (N o te if co rro o tio n ):

T it le : Relating to recording C IN A interviews.
Dept. A ffe c te d : Health and Social Services 

BRU: Fam ily and Youth Services
C om ponen t: Front L ine Social Workers

Sponso r: R ep . Coghill COMPONENT SER IAL NO. 2305
Requesto r: See a ls o  (S N # ) :

Expend itu res/Revenues: (Thousands o f Dolla rs)

N o te : A m o u n ts  d o  n o t in c lu d e  in f la t io n  u n le s s  o th e rw is e  n o te d  b e lo w .

OPERATING FY2001 FY 2002 FY2003 FY 2004 FY2005 F Y 2006
PERSONAL SERVICES 1 ,6 6 5 .0 1 .6 6 5 .0 1 ,6 6 5 .0 1 ,6 6 5 .0 1 ,6 6 5 .0 1 .6 6 5 .0
TRAVEL 235 .0 197 .5 197 .5 197 ,5 197 .5 197 .5
CONTRACTUAL 1 ,2 82 .0 1 .2 8 2 .0 1 ,2 8 2 .0 1 ,2 8 2 .0 1 .2 3 2 .0 1 .2 8 2 .0
SUPPLIES 4 6 .2 4 6 .2 4 6 .2 4 6 .2 4 6 ,2 4 6 .2
EQUIPMENT 48 .8 7 .3 7 .3 7 .3 7.3 7.3
LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS , C LA IM S

M ISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING 3 ,2 7 7 .0 3 .1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 .1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0

C AP ITA L EXPENDITURES 1

CHANGES IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands o f Dolla rs)
1 00 2 Federal Rece ip ts
1 003 GF M a tch

100 4 GF 3 .2 7 7 0 3 .1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 .1 9 8 .0 3 .1 9 8 0
1005 GF P rogram Rece ip ts

1037 G F /M on ta l Health

O ther (p lease spe c ify )

TOTAL 3 ,2 7 7 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 ,1 9 8 .0 3 .1 9 8 .0 3 .1 9 8 .0

E stim a te o f any cu rre n t yea r (FY2000) coa t: $0 .0

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 37 3 7 3 7 3 7 3 7 3 7
PART-T IME 0 n n n 0 n  :
TEMPORARY 0 n n n n n  i

IANALYS IS : (A t ta c h  a s e p a ra te  p a g e i f n e c e s s a ry )

Flits bill requires that all interviews with children regarding alleged abuse or neglect be videotaped. This will require videotaping in the 

field (when interviews occur in schools, in homes, in other locations) and in D F Y S  offices D F Y S  would need to purchase v ideo cameras 

for every Held office, multiple cameras for larger offices where several interviews are occurring at the same tune, and accessories for Held 

and fixed taping sites D F Y S  would have to hire 37 employees at the Social Service Associate I I I (SSA HI) level to operate cameras and 

support the cataloging, duplication, organization, storage, and retrieval of tapes. There will be cleaning, repair, maintenance, and 

replacement costs for the cameras. There will be transcription costs, assuming an average of two hours per investigation and translation 

costs, assuming that approximately 10% will require translation from Native and other non-English languages

Travel for training and for direct client services will be required (SSA's must travel with the social workers to do some interviews, or 

children must be brought to locations where videotaping can occur).

Prepared by: Theresa Tanuury. D irector I
D iv is ion : Fam ilymgd) Vputh ty^vieey f . .

.V- '
Phone: 465-3191 

Date /T im e : 2-5,00 2.07 PM

Gt A pp roved by Comm iss ioner: Karctnn.Td6eTCaniTmtai()ner
A gency : Department o f Health &  Social Services

Date: ■ z J w ' u

Rev 10.081fisnoto.xis/DAS DHSS

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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Revision Date: BILL NO. H B  256

ANALYS IS (con t.) :

Fiscal projections arc based on an estimated 13,200 investigations that will be required to be v ideotaped. Personal serv ices estimates 

based on videotaping 13.200 investigations per year which will require the assistance of 37 SSA IB's Statewide This will provide field 

offices with a trained Social Services Associate to facilitate videotaping, documentation, and archiving of the tapes.

Contractual Serv ices: all videotaped interviews would have to be transcribed. The Department estimates an average of two hours per 

investigation will be required for transcription. Additionally, the Department estimates that a Native language or other non-English 

language interpreter will be needed for 10% of the investigations. Training is a crucial element to ensure that DFY S  Social Workers and 

SSA’s perform videotaping in a consistent and professional manner which takes into consideration court/legal requirements and the 

sensitivity of our clients.

Personal Serv ices
3 7 New Social Services Assoc ia te pos itions Range 1 2.

FY20Q1

7 1 0 0 0
1 ,6 6 5 .0

Annua l C ost 
FY2002 -FY 2006

1 ,665 0

T rave l 7 2 0 0 0
SSA Ill 's  to ass ist in v ideo tap ing inves tiga tions 1 8 5 .0  185 .0
S ta ff trave l to a ttend tra in in g 3 5 .0  8 .8
C om m un ity O rien ta tions : 1 5 .0 3 .8

2 3 5 .0  197 .5

C on tra c tu a l 7 3 0 0 0
T ra nsc rip tio n (Based on 1 3 ,2 0 0 assigned inves tiga tions). 1 ,0 5 6 .0  1 ,0 5 6 .0
Language T rans la tion fo r V ideo tapes (10% ) 1 8 4 .8  184 8
A rch iv in g V ideo tapes 5 .3  5 .3
T ra in ing 2 7 .0  27 .0
Repa ir/M a in tenance o f Equ ipm en t: 8 .9  8 .9

1 ,2 8 2 .0  1 ,2 8 2 .0

Supp lies
V ideo tapes (Based on 1 3 ,2 0 0 in ve s tig a tio n s®  S3.50 per tape)

E qu ipm en t
V ideo Cameras ($ 6 5 0 per un it x 37 units) 
C arry ing Cases ($ 2 5 0 per un it * 37 units) 
T rip ods ($ 7 5 per un it * 37 units)
VCR 's ($ 1 2 5 per VCR)
M on ito rs ($ 2 5 0 per m on ito r)
S ub -to ta l Equ ipm en t:

E qu ipm en t Replacment (1 5%  per year)

T o ta l Lines 100 -5 0 0 :

7 4 0 0 0
4 6 .2

7 5 0 0 0
24 .1
9 .3 
2.8
4 .3  
8 .5

4 8 .8

3 ,2 7 7 .0

4 6 .2

7 .3

3 ,1 9 8 .0

Page 2 of 2
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Luckhaupt
3 / 2 7 / 0 0

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

CS F O R  H O U SE  B IL L  NO . 256( )

IN  THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA  

TW EN TY -F IR ST  LEG ISLA TU RE  - SECOND SESSION

B Y

Offered:
Referred:

S p o n s o r ( s ) : R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  C O G I U L L

A BELL 

F O R  AN  A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n  A c t re la tin g  to re p o r ts  o f su sp e c te d  ch ild  abu se  o r n eg lec t, a n d  to th e  

r e c o rd in g  o f in te rv iew s w ith  c h ild re n  w ho a re  a lleged  to have  b een  a b u se d  o r  

n eg le c ted ."

BE IT  EN A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  OF T H E  STA T E  O F  A LA SK A :

* S e c tio n  1. AS 47.17.010 is am ended to read:

Sec. 47.17.010. P u rp o s e  a n d  in te n t , (a) In order to p ro tec t ch ild ren  w hose 

health and w ell-being m ay be adverse ly  affec ted through the in flic tion , by o th e r than 

accidental m eans, o f harm  through phy sica l in jury or neglect, m en ta l in ju ry , sexual 

abuse , sexual exp lo ita tion , or m a ltrea tm en t, the leg isla tu re requ ires the repo rting  o f  

these cases by  practitioners o f the healing  arts and others to the departm en t. It is n o t 

the intent o f  the leg is la tu re  th a t p e rson s requ ired to report suspec ted  ch ild  abuse o r 

neglect under this chap te r investigate the suspected  child abuse o r  neg lect before they 

m ake the requ ired  repo rt to the departm en t. R eports of su sp e c te d  c h ild  a b u se  or 

n eg le c t m ust be m ade when there is a reasonab le  cause to su sp ec t ch ild  abuse o r
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neglect in o rder to make state investigative and social services availab le in a  w ider 

range o f cases at an earlier point in tim e.

flb) I t  is th e  in ten t of th e  leg is la tu re  [, TO  M AKE SURE] that investiga tions 

regard ing r e p o r ts  o f  su spec ted  ch ild  abuse and neglect

(T) be  [ARE] conducted  by tra ined  investigators^

(2) [, AND TO] avoid subjecting a child to m ultip le in te rv iew s about 

the abuse o r neg lec t; and

f3) en su re  th a t e ach  in te rv iew  w ith  a ch ild  co n c e rn in g  th e  a lleg ed  

abu se  o r  neg lec t th a t is m ade a s p a r t  o f th e  inves tig a tion  o f a  r e p o r t  is r e c o rd e d  

on v id e o ta p e  o r. i f  v id eo tap in g  is n o t feasib le , on a u d io ta p e .

(c) It is the fu r th e r  intent o f  the legislature that, as a resu lt o f r e q u i r in g  th e  

m ak in g  o f these reports o f su sp ec ted  child ab u se  o r  neg lec t, p ro tective se rv ices w ill 

be m ade availab le in an effort to

(1) prevent fu rther harm  to the child:

(2) safeguard and enhance the general well-being o f ch ild ren  in this

state; and

(3) preserve fam ily life unless that effort is likely to result in physica l 

or em o tiona l dam age to the child.

* Sec . 2. T he uncod ified law o f the S tate o f A laska is am ended by add ing a new  section 

to read;

V ID EO TA PIN G  PILOT PRO JECT , (a) N ot later than O ctober 1, 2000 , the 

D epartm en t o f  H ealth  and Social Serv ices shall select one m unic ipality  and , in that 

m unicipality , shall establish a pilot project to study the use o f v ideotaping o f in te rv iew s w ith 

ch ildren who are alleged to have been abused  or neglected . In the m unicipality  se lec ted , an 

em p loyee o f the D epartm ent o f Health and Social Services, the D epartm en t o f  L aw , the 

D epartm en t o f  Pub lic Safety , or a m unicipal law en fo rcem en t agency investig a ting  a report 

th a t a child is in need o f aid under AS 47.10 shall v ideotape a schedu led  in te rv iew  w ith a 

ch ild  who is a lleged  to have been abused o r neglected . The Departm ent o f  H ealth  and Social 

S erv ices shall coo rd inate the purchase o f  v ideo tape equipm ent and the d is tribu tion  o f  tha t 

equ ipm en t to s ta te and municipal offic ia ls who m ay be expected to in terv iew  ch ild ren  who 

are a lleged to have been abused o r neg lected . The p ilo t project shall con tinue fo r no t less
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than 18 m on ths.

(b) T he  D epartm en t o f H ealth  and Social S erv ices shall p repare a w ritten in terim  

report for subm ission  to the Tw en ty -Second A laska S ta te L eg isla tu re  not la ter than the 10th 

day o f  the second regular session. The interim  report m ust d iscuss the pilo t project, problem s 

encoun tered , benefits d iscovered , and o ther in fo rm ation p ertin en t to design ing a sta tew ide 

v ideo tap ing  p rog ram . A final repo rt shall be p repared fo r subm ission to the Tw en ty -T h ird  

A laska S tate L eg isla tu re  no t later than the 10th day o f the First regu la r session . The final 

report m ust inc lude a final evaluation o f the p ilo t p ro jec t and recom m ended d ra ft legislation 

to pu t in p lace a p e rm anen t statew ide videotaping p rog ram  for v ideo tap ing in terv iew s o f 

ch ild ren  w ho are a lleged  to have been abused or neg lec ted .

(c) T h e  m un ic ipa lity  selected under (a) o f this section must have a population , based 

upon the m ost recent popu la tion sta tistics available from  the D epartm en t o f C om m unity  and 

E conom ic D evelopm en t, o f  not less than 40,000 and no t m ore than 150,000.

(d) I f  v ideo tap ing equ ipm en t proves to be unava ilab le  or unreliab le befo re or during 

a scheduled in terv iew  w ith a  child, everv effort shall be m ade to record the interview  on audio7 4

tape.

(e) T he failure to v ideo tape a scheduled in terv iew  o f a child as required under (a) of 

this sec tion  does no t m ean the sta tem en t o f the ch ild  taken at the scheduled in terv iew  is 

inadm issib le in any sub sequen t civ il or crim inal p roceed ing .

(f) In this section , a "scheduled interview " is an in terv iew  that is p lanned to occur, 

does not happen spon taneously , and at which it is an tic ip a ted  that the child w ill, o r possib ly  

m ight, re la te facts or a llega tions tha t the ch ild has been abused  or neglected .

* Sec . 3. T h is A ct is repea led  January  31, 2003.
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