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H o u s e  B i l l  2 0 8

“A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o u n s e l o r s . ”

In 1998, the 2151 Legislature created statutes establishing a board and license for professional 

counselors in Alaska. The intent of the statutes was essentially twofold: 1. T o  create a 

Board which would oversee activities reladng to professional counselors; and 2. T o  create a 

requirement of appropriate, quality educadon and experience for professional counselors 

seeking licensure. However, key language defining both the authority of the Board and 

“appropriate, quality educadon and experience” for professional counselors was 

inadvertendy left out of the original statues.

In addidon to addressing the above omissions, H B  208 also allows for three other 

housekeeping provisions. Specifically it:

• adds to the list of health professionals allowed to supervise professional counselors;

« adds professional counselors to the Centralized Licensing Statutes sccdon regarding the 

use of the letters “L P C ” after a licensed professional’s name; and

• extends the deadline by six months for current, eligible professional counselors to be 

“grandfathered” in without having to undergo the supervisory and tesdng requirements 

currendy required for new entrants into the profession.

This bill strengthens the original statutes for both the public and the profession, and 

consequendy enjoys the support of the Board of Licensed Professional Counselors and the 

American Counseling Association of Alaska.
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T O N Y  K N O W L E S , G O V E R N O R

March 30, 1999

Ms. AnitHenry 

5750 Glacier H w y  D-10 

Juneau, A K  99801

Dear Ms. Henry,

Thank you for discussing with m e  the statute changes proposed by the Board of 

Professional Counselors. It appears the proposed changes would strengthen the law and 

I anticipate zero fiscal impact on the Division of Occupational Licensing.

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E  A J V D  
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

DIVISION OF OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING
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A N N E  L .  H E N R Y , M .A . ,  C .H .T .  
5750 Glacier Hwy,, Bldg. D, Rm. 12, Box 10 

Juneau, AK 99801

Telephone: (907) 780-6345

April 26, 1999

Dear Representative Murkowski:

At the March 25-26, 1999 meeting of the regulatory Baird of Licensed Professional 
Counselors necessary changes to tire .statutes were discussed. These necessary changes 
deal with the powers of the Board, the original intent of the statutes to license well qualified 
professional counselors, and the protection of Alaskan consumers. H B  208 addresses 

these concerns by making changes to the statutes regarding the Board, and Licensed 

Professional Counselors.

Tire Board of Licensed Professional Counselors urges passage of H B  208.

Thank you for your assistance in the passage of this bill.

Sincerely,

L P C  Board Chair

#



HBi'208

Subject: H B  208

Date: Mo n ,  26 Apr 1999 10:56:39 -0800 

From: "Debra Lighthart" < Lamp@mtaonline.net> 

Reply-To: "Debra Lighthart" < Lamp@pop.mtaonline.net>  

To: < Anne_Gore@legis.state.ak.us>

Anne, I am a counse lo r in W as i l la  Ak who w a s trained specifica lly for L icensed Pro fess iona l Counse lor. I send  you 
this email in support of HB208. W e have been having trouble with out email se rver . It took me 4 tries to connect 
today. Again I am in support of HB208. Debra Lighthart, PhD.
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HB 208 1

Subject: H B  208

Date: M o n ,  26 Apr 1999 09:17:18 -0800 

From: "Emerson, Steve E" < Steve_Emerson@health.state.ak.us>

To: Anne_Gore@!egis.state.ak.us

H e l l o . . .  t h i s  i s  t o  v o i c e  m y  s u p p o r t  f o r  H B 2 0 8 .  A s  R e g i o n a l  

C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  C o m m u n i t y  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  R e g i o n  I  

w i t n e s s  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  l i c e n s e d  t h e r a p i s t s  t o  w h o m  p e o p l e  

c a n  t u r n  f o r  s e r v i c e s .  B y  a p p r o v i n g  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  H B  2 0 8 ,  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h e  

s u b s e q u e n t  L P C  l i c e n s u r e  f o r  t h o s e  q u a l i f i e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  a p p l y i n g ,  t h e  S t a t e  

o f  A l a s k a  w o u l d  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t h e r a p i s t s  

a n d  c o u n s e l o r s  f o r  i t ' s  c i t i z e n s .  T h i s  w o u l d  r e a l l y  b e  o f  g r e a t  b e n e f i t  t o  

t h o s e  A l a s k a n s  l i v i n g  i n  r e m o t e  s i t e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h o s e  i n  t h e  u r b a n  

c e n t e r s .  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  b i l l  a s  a  h u g e l y  p o s i t i v e  s t e p  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  

a n d  f o r  t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  o f  i t ' s  c i t i z e n r y .  T h a n k s ,  S t e v e  E m e r s o n
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;B 20 8

• Subject: H B 2 0 8

Date: 26 Apr 1999 10:09:28 -0800

From: "Kent_Brandy" < kent_brandy@msmail.asd.kl2.ak.us>  

To: "Anne Gore" < Anne_Gore@legis.state.ak.us>

Hi  A n n e ,
My n a m e  i s  B r a n d y  K e n t .  I ' m  a n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r  i n  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  

S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t .  I  j u s t  w a n t  t o  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o  l e t  y o u  k n ow  I  s u p p o r t  HB208 a n d  
a p p r e c i a t e  a l l  y o u r  e f f o r t s  i n  g e t t i n g  t h i s  b i l l  a p p r o v e d .  I  b e l i e v e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  
w o u l d  b e  e n o u r m o u s ............

T h a n k  y o u . B r a n d y
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IB  208 I

Subject: H B  208

Date: M o n ,  26 Apr 1999 10:34:11 -0900 

From: sojourner < cenglish@alaska.net>

To: Lisa Murkowski < Anne_Gore@legis.state.ak.us>

I a m  a c l i n i c i a n  a t  S o u t h c e n t r a l  C o u n s e l i n g  C e n t e r .  I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  
e xpre s s  m y  s u p p o r t  of HB208. T h a n k  y o u  for s u p p o r t i n g  this  i m p o r t a n t  
bil l that w i l l  h e l p  to e n s u r e  q u a l i t y  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  
s t a t e  of A l a s k a .
C h r i s t o p h e r  E n g l i s h  
350 0 E 6 6 t h  Ave.
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9507
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