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Alaslu Ofpanment of Health &Social Services
Division of Family & Youth Ser

Foster Group Homes
Questions and Answers for Apphcants and Division Staff
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Alaska De artment of lleallh & Social Services
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Issues Regarding Foster Crnnp Homes in Neighborhoods
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Attachment 1, Anchorage Daily News article published on July 10, 1998.
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See Attachment 2; May 1998 letter from Russ Webb, Deputy Commissioner, DFYS to Honorable Joe
Green. One should also note that in this letter. M. Webb indicated that DFYS committed to review three

particular areas of neighborhood concerns: 1) Staffing ratios and supervision requirements: 2) Training
requirements for Foster parents; 3) information on foster homes that can be shared with the community in

whrchI tth%yare place. As ofpie date ofthis writing, DFY'S reviews on these topics have not been
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Respectfully Yours,
Bree Ave. Neighborhood Group



Alaska State Legislature

Representative Joe Green
District, 10

House Majority Leacler

Sponsor Statement
HB 175- Notification of Foster Group Home

HB 175 requires the Department of Health and Social Services to notify a
community council If they receive an application to establish a foster group

home in tfie community council area.

The hill establishes a “foster groug home” as a foster home in which one or
more foster parents operate, on a 24-hour basis, a facility for four or more
children who are living apart from their parents.



Division of Health & Social Services

FQSTER GROUP HOME
STANDAR SBY ST%N l,JARDOB/A UATION
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STAND%\A%%
Foster Parent(s):

Lioansing Representative Signeture:

New Application

Conversion -Provisional to Biennial

Biennial Renewal
Change/Other

ER HOME

[%ﬁD %%UATION

Dete:

gy Fied Oz
MR T o o

DE&%M %Earllsl IJ\nng Ell

regn

Garling

Parentmg Adolescents

%?S %@%ﬂl}( %Furscmduled) PeOrS et

Fél%%%&/ﬂrﬁa% Yes O No O SJFEN'S(I Aﬂ)r Qﬁl Of R9|31|\levar Iarl:e

Yes O No O

Signature:

Provisiondl
O Application for License 06-9162

0O Clearance for License (all adults) 06-9437
O Fingerprint Cards (adults in home)

O Background Information 06-9389

O Plan for Foster Care 06-9045

O Plan Reduction 2nd Hand Smoke 06-9444
O Emergency Evacuation Plan

O Three (3) Positive References

O Medical Release, if requested

O Well Water Results, if needed

O Variance Request - Relative Placement

O Variance Request - Non-related Placements
O Inspection Reports, if requested (DEC/Firc)

Workghees ImepIeted

Reparts. Fonms Documents on Fle

O0000O0OD0Doaog

Bienial Reneviel

Application for License 06-9162
Clearance for License

Review Information 06-9390
Plan for Foster Care 06-9045

Fingerprint Cards (new adults in household)

Self-Monitor Report is on file
Variance Requests)

Plan of Collection (ifapplicable) D084-LIC-12

Training Hours Reported

Group Horre

Lits Inf me |:| |C|es Q_Fre Inspection Report
D%uarﬁe uatlm]eet E;T%%es INFH 06-3046 EWWC[

06-9371 (Rev. 4/98) LIC FH FGH Page 1of 15

Authority: 47,35.010



Foster Home Standard by Standard Evaluation

Instructions for Standard by Standard Evaluation

Purpose:
The purpose ofthis form is to summarize findings of an on-site evaluation. The statements which appear on the left-hand

side ofthe form summarize the regulations and are not identical to the Alaska Administrative Code. The form is used:
1. before issuing a provisional or biennial license;
2. when a complaint/allegation is investigated (optional);
3. when conditions in a facility indicate that revocation or denial ofa license may become necessary;
4

. when considered necessary by a supervisor.

Procedure:
The licensing worker completes the form at the time of or following the on-site visit. A copy is provided to tire applicant or

findings are summarized in a letter to the applicant. The original is filed in the facility record after approval or denial. If the
evaluation covers more than one date, the licensing worker lists all dates ofevaluation.

Form Retention:
The form is retained according to the Division retention schedule.

Detailed Instructions:
Each item being evaluated must be coded in the center column.
Coding Responses:
X Standard Compliance
N/A Not Applicable
NC Non-Compliance
D Discussed - Applicant is informed and agrees to cooperate; also denotes items

which may not be measured before actual operation
Leave item blank if not evaluated

The items requiring discussion have been pre-entered. The licensing worker shows the discussion has to take place by
entering a check mark. The code “D” is used only when a requirement cannot be measured before children are in care.
When a requirement can be measured by observation, interview, or review of a tangible item such as a written policy or
plan, the code should be standard compliance or non-compliance. “D ” is considered as compliance.

In general, the documentation (left) column may be completed to specifically document compliance or non-compliance. The
column is used by the reviewer to note observation, interview statements, file review findings, and other evidence that the
facility meets or does not meet the requirements. The documentation column may also reference attachments of personnel
record reviews, children’s file reviews, or other supporting documents.

When non-compliance is indicated, the documentation column may be used to give the applicant’s plan to come into

compliance. When N/A is indicated, an explanation is required. The evaluation must be signed, dated, and submitted for
review along with the license issuance approval form 06-9124.

06-9371 (Rev. 4/98) LIC FH FGH Page 2 of 15 Authority: 47.35.010



Article 1 - Licensing Process

47.35. 017 and 50.030 Application for License
(e) Application is complete with required attachments Date:
50.035 Where two (2) adults are head of household, both
apply for license
47.35.029 ContentofLicense: Posting
() Foster home license is available on request
50.050 License Issued Under Emergency Conditions
(a) Emergency license was issued
47.35.027 Variances
Variances for non-relative care requested and approved
50.055 Variance for Faster Care by Relatives
(a-b)Variance(s) documented and approved by supervisor
(c) No risk to child’s safety or well-being
50.060 Self-Monitoring Report
NOTE: N/A for 1styearprov license or 1stbienniaf license
47.35.105 Complaints
(e) Licensee did not retaliate against person filing a
complaint
47.35.110 Investigations
(a) Cooperates during investigation
Permits inspection of facility, record review, interviews
ofchildren in care, & provides documentation requested

Date: to

Any complaints received?

Article 2 - Administration

50.120 Foster Home Operation and Management
(e) A foster home’s practices must conform to statutes, this Ifany changes, was new plan submitted?

chapter and its practices
Acceptable plan for supervision submitted

.400( a) ensures appropriate supervision
.400( f) Designate an adult who is available to assistin an Designated adult:

emergency
50.130 Records
(@) (2) Establish and retain records for 3 years
(3) Permitreview ofrecords Records reviewed:
(b) Records are on forms prescribed / approved by Division
(c) (I) Record for each child is dated and identifies who is
making the entry -
(¢) (2) Returned to the agency upon discharge, including all Records given to:
medical/dental records
.455 (f) A foster home shall:

@R 0

(1) Maintain medical, dental, immunization and
treatmentrecords
(2) Document medical or dental care or treatment if the Type of documentation done by foster
doctor or dentist does not provide documentation parent:
13C (d) Maintain confidentiality of information about a Discussed confidentiality with children,
child and the child’s family extended family, & care providers?

06-937) (Rev. 4/98) LIC FH FGH Page 3 of 15 Authority: 47.35.010



47.35.047 Notice ofChanges

(a)
(b)

Change of mail address: 14 days prior
Knowledge of criminal incident by adult in house: within

24 hours

(d) Capacity: 20 days prior

®©
(f)

Sale of facility: within 24 hours
Location change: 30 days prior

50.140 Reports

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

()

30 days prior report planned changes to licensing rep:

(1) Change in operator including marriage or divorce o
a foster parent

(2) Name change ofthe operator

(3) Name ofthe foster home

(5) Change in age or sex ofthe children served

(6) Deletion or addition of a specialization

(7) Addition ofan adult member to the household for 45

cpys or longer

Immediately report to the licensing representative:

(1) Death ofg.child in care

(2) Serious injury or illness ofa child requiring medical
attention outside the hom e

(3) Fire or other disaster

(4) An unplanned change of item (a)

(5) Planned or emergency absence of foster parent
exceeding 72 hours and confirmation or revision of
the plan for supervision of children by a responsible
adult

Immediately reportto placement worker:

(1) Death ofa child in care

(2) Attempted or threatened suicide ofa child in care

(3) Life-threatening illness or hospitalization of a cliild

in care
(4) Unapproved absence ofchild for over 10 hours
First working day report to the placement worker:
(1) Pregnancy ofa child in care
(2) Severe distress/depression ofa child in care
(3) Violation ofprobation by a child in care
(4) Allegations of criminal conduct by a child in care
If a child has no placement worker, reports arc to be
givento DFYS

+.415(f) Absence from the foster home exceeding 72 hours

must be approved by the placement worker

¢.415(g) 14 days advance approval from the placement worker

for trips outside the State

¢.415(h) Advance approval from the placement worker for in-

State trips over 72 hours
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Have changes been reported?

Use narrative to document change.
Do the new household member(s) meet
qualifications? (See 50.210)

1*

Any absences?
Any trips outside?

Any trips in-State?
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Article 3 - Personnel

50.200 Qualifications of Foster Parent
(a) Applicants must:
Be 21 years ofage
(b) Be ofgood cliaracter and reputation
Understand child development
Have ability to care for children
Have skills to work with children, family, agency
staff, and other community resources
(g) Three positive references on file
Received directly from the reference
Attest to the person’s ability to work with children and
act as a positive role model
50.210 Qualifications ... of persons having regular contact
with children in foster home
(a) Adults and caregivers must be responsible individuals of
reputable character who use sound judgment
(b) Caregiver is able to deal with frustration and conflict and
has ability to work with children who express
themselves negatively
(c) May not work, volunteer, reside in home or have direct
access if:
(1) Prior substantiated CPS report of child abuse or
neglect
(2) Physical, health, mental health, or behavioral
problem that poses a significant risk to children in
care.
(3) Domestic violence, alcohol, or other substance abuse
problem
(4) Was the subject of prior adverse licensing action
(5) Within the last 10 years, under indictment, or
convicted of a crime of assault, reckless
endangerment, misconduct involving a controlled
substance, or peijury; or ai any time, under
indictment or convicted of a serious offense
including a felony, a crime involving domestic
violence, or a sexual offense
(d) Evaluation from a probation, health or mental health
professional requested/obtained to determine if free from
problems detrimental to children
(e) Persons having regular contact may not abuse a child,
engage in any exploitive or sexual act with a child or
have a romantic relationship with a child
(f) Review (for foster parents, all adult members of the
household, and any adult with direct access)
Child protection records
Previous licensing records
Criminal justice records
(g) Submit two fingerprint cards for each adult residing in
the home or adults having direct access to the residence
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Evaluation based on background,
experience, references, interviews,
observation. Renewals also based on
agency contact, observation by placement
workers and any complaints

Any direct access situations?

Discuss in  narrative any negative
information.

f requested, discuss in narrative.

Any incidents?

tl
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(j) Caregiveris able to provide positive guidance, age
appropriate learning & social experiences, prevent
exposure to high risk activities, use strategies to prevent
aggressive behavior and to de-escalate volatile
situations, and act as a positive role model

50.220 Caregiver Age Requirement
(b) Caregiveris at least 21 years ofage if children 15 or
older; at least 18 years ofage if children 14 or younger
(c)A baby-sitter for short absence offoster parent (6 hours
or less) must be at least 14 years of age
*50.250 & .030 Orientation and Training
(c) Training has been documented
(g) One-parenthome completes 10 hours training annually
Two-parent home completes 15 hours training annually
with each parent receiving a minimum of 5 hours.
In addition, applicant attended orientation/preservice
training if required by the agency

(i) Any hours exceeding 6 toward orientation and pre-
service training may count toward the required
training under (g) ofthis section.

Submitted to Alaska Foster Parent
Training Center for credit?

Date attended:
or AFPTC self-study completed:

Atticle4 - Admission and Discharge

50.300 Admission
(a) At or before a child’s admission, foster parent obtained
from parent or placement worker emergency information
and authorization for emergency medical care
(b) A foster home only admits children within age range,
capacity, and any other conditions of license
* (c) A foster home admitting an adult for care requires a
consent form & develops a plan ofcare with the
referring agency & placement worker for each child
that
(1) Ensures the health and safety ofchildren as well as
adult seeking services
(2) Is approved by the licensing representative
* (d) A foster home may not admit a child for day care except
on approval ofa variance that ensures
(1) Fire code is met
(2) Needs of foster children are primary
(e) A foster home may admita child from only one agency
unless the licensing representative ofthat agency gives
prior approval for the placement ofa child from another
agency
(f) Signed foster care agreement for each child
*(g) Plan of care developed for child including reasonable
accommodations for care ofspecial needs child and
independent living skills for a child aged 16 or older
(i) Ifhome admits children with significant medical needs:
Ensure a plan of care for the child
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Ensure availability of medical personnel to perform
prescribed services

.340 Discharge

(d) An emergency discharge is limited to situations where
the child may endanger the health or safety of another
child in the home

*(e) Provide suitable clothing and send personal possessions
and money with the child at discharge

(f) The child’s personal records are sent through the
placement worker

Article 5 - Care and Services

50.400 Supervision of Children
(a) A foster home shall ensure the children in its care will
receive responsible supervision appropriate to their age
and developmental needs. The plan ofsupervision must
include supervision ofchildren by a responsible person
during the foster parent’s absence.

(g) & .210 (j) (3) Preventexposure to individuals, animals,
and situations known to be a danger.

May not expose a child to high-risk activities such as a
young child riding an all-terrain vehicle or snow
machine or a child ofany age riding 3 wheelers; boating
without a life vest, or in dangerous water conditions; or
participating in an airborne activity such as hang gliding
(i) The placement worker must obtain advance permission
from the child’s parent for participation in risk activities
not usual for the community and to participate in other
activities of moderate risk such as operation ofa
vehicle, contact sports, adventure activities, or handling
ofa firearm
50.415 Supervision of Children in Foster Homes
(a) Firstyear oflicense, no more than 2 unrelated children
(b) No more than 6 children total in a foster home, ofthose
(1) No morethan 2 children under 30 months
(2) No more than 3 unrelated children after the first
licensed year
(e) The division will establish the number ofchildren for
whom a home is licensed on a case by case basis
50.420 Program for Young Children in Foster Home
(0 through 8 years)

(a) Program promotes child’s growth
(1) Schedule & daily plan of activities for each age
group
Balances quiet and active, group and individual
activities

Adequate time for meals, snacks, sleep, toileting,
indoor/outdoor play

(2) Opportunities for self-expression/ imaginative play
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List any hazards near home and foster parent
plan to minimize risk:

icensg

cty: 1 AgS

Typical daily schedule does not have to be
written (Sec 50. 420 (a) (1) (B))
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(3) Vigorous physical activity

(4) Fosters independence

(5) Provides intellectual and social development through
games, toys, books, crafts, puzzles, crayons, blocks,
infant toys, etc.

(6) Television and video cassette viewing shall be limiter
to 1 hour per 4 hours of care or 4 hours in a 24-hour
period
Limited to programs for interest and bentat of child

(b) Ifinfants and toddlers are in care:

(1) Periodic adult contact when awake in crib and swing
(minimum ofevery 15 minutes)

(2) Consistent caregiver, to extent possible

(3) Frequentverbal contact

(4) Physical contact through being held, rocked, played
with, bathed, dressed, and carried

(5) Allowed under supervision to explore and leam on
their own outside playpen or other restraining
devices

..400(g)(DInfant walkers are prohibited

50.430 Program in Foster Homes (Children of Any Age)

* (a)

(b)

(c)

Demonstrates respect for child’s family and works with
the child’s family as indicated in the plan of care
Recognizes, encourages, and supports the religious,
ethnic, cultural heritage and language of birth parents
Children age 9 or older are allowed to make preference
choices

Provides structure and activities to promote physical,
social, intellectual, spiritual, emotional development,

and good health habits

* 540 (a) Variety and use of materials, toys, and equipment are

(d)
(e)

()

(9)

(h)

= (i)

@
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appropriate for needs; enough available to avoid
competition; stored safely; accessible to children

Treats foster children equitably with own children
Chores appropriate to child’s age, shared equitably and
do not interfere with necessary recreation
Money earned, received as a gift, allowance or other
sources will be foster child’s own property
Assists a child with funds in excess of $2.00 to establish
a personal bank account
Does not borrow or spend foster child’s money
Limits amount of money in child’s possession if in the
child’s best interest
Allows the child to acquire personal belongings
Personal belongings go with the child at discharge
Provides each child with their own clean, well fitting
attractive, seasonal clothing appropriate to age, sex,
individual need and comparable in quality to the other
children in the community

Takes part in the selection and arrangements for
education with child’s parents, if appropriate
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Sample of materials in foster home

Are materials appropriate to the age for which
the license is requested?

ty

Does foster parent provide allowance?
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50.435 Behavior Guidance
(@) Helps develop age appropriate behavior that fosters
constructive relationships and ability to deal with life
(b) Provides positive reinforcement, redirection, sets realistic
expectations and clear consistent limits
(c) May not use discipline or behavior management that is
cruel, humiliating or otherwise damaging to a child
.210 (j) A caregiver must:
(1) Support behavior with positive guidance and set
clear limits
(2) Provide age-appropriate learning and social
experiences
(4) Use strategies to prevent aggressive behavior
(5) Act as a positive role model
50.435
(d) A child in care may not be:
(1) Removed from the other children for more than 10
minutes, ifa young child
(2) Disciplined in association with food or rest
(3) Punished for bedwetting or actions in regard to
toileting or toilet training
(4) Subjected to discipline administered by another child
(5) Deprived of family contacts, mail, clothing, medical
care, therapeutic activities designated in the child’s
plan of care, or contact with the child’s placement
worker or legal representative
(6) Subjected to verbal abuse, derogatory remarks about
the child/child’s family, or to threats to expel the
child from the facility
(7) Placed in a locked room
(8) Physically restrained, except to protect child or
others from injury, or protect property. Only passive
restraint may be used
(9) No mechanical restraints except for protective
devices such as seatbelts
(10) No chemical restraints except on order of physician
(f) No form of corporal punishment used on children
50.440 Medication
A foster home only administers medication if:
(2) Prescriptions and special medical procedures are
authorized by a physician
(3) (A)(B) Prescriptions arc in original container or
medicine sets filled by a medical professional
(4) Over the counter drugs (non-aspirin products,
vitamins, sunscreen, etc.) given only at dose
specified on manufacturer’s label, unless written
instructions from a doctor
(6) Unused medication is discarded
50.445 Reducing the Spread of Disease
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Examples:

Describe methods used:

Example:

Example:
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(@ Reduce risk against the spread of contagious or

infectious diseases by:

(1) Seeking and complying with current medical anc
sanitation advice
(2) Adopting universal precautions for: handling blood,
bodily fluids, open lesions and disinfecting surfaces
(3) Training staff, ifany, inprecautions
(b) Caregivers wash hands before food service;
after toileting; after assisting a child with toileting/
diapers; handling a pet or other animal; and contact with
bodily fluids.
(c) Caregivers encourage children towash hands as above

50.455 Health in Foster Homes
(@) Evidence of immunization or shots initiated within 30

days of placement

(b) Facility obtains health information at time of placement:
(1) Date and provider of last physical exam
(2) Any health problems
(3) Immunization histoiy

(c) Arrange an exam within 30 days ifchild is
Over 3 yrs and has not seen a doctor in the past year
Under 3 yrs and has not seen a doctor in the past 3

months

Proi/ide continuing medical and dentai services
according toEPSDT schedule
* (d) Children 3 years and older receive a dental examination

at least yearly and dental treatment as needed

(c) A fosterhome may not have human immunodeficiency
virus & acquired immune deficiency testing done on a
child in care

50.460 Nutrition

(@ Snacks and meals meet food program requirements

(e) Attempt to provide food reflecting ethnic background of
children, including food provided by child3 family

() Obtain information and plan meals reflecting any food

allergies or special dietary needs

(@) Never deny a meal or snack, force food, or coerce a child

to eat

Immunization records reviewed:

Exam done?

Exam done?

Article6 - Environment

50.510 Life and Fire Safety

(c) Worker may request a fire inspection, ifnecessary
(d) Emergency evacuation plan approved by licensing:
(1) Achieves evacuation in 150 seconds
(2) Provides for evacuation of children under 30 months,
children with limited mobility, or children who may
otherwise need assistance in emergencies
(e) Monthly drillsdocumented (may be postponed due to
severe weather). Drills every 3 mos ifchildren over 12
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Required for FGH with 6 -8 children in
home.

Fire inspection requested?

Dates of last 3 fire drills:
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yrs & incare for 3 months

() A fosterhome must have
(1) At least 2 means of emergency escape remote from
each other; unobstructed; one is an exterior door

Describe exits and access:

(2) At least 1 exit from basement directly to outside at
or near ground level ifchildrenoccupy basement
(3) At least 1 operable window in each child3 sleeping
room that meets requirements of ) (1)-@
of this section and provides direct access to outside
(@ No more than 6 children, including related children, if
single family dwelling with only | exterior door
(h) A window designated as one emergency escape Describe window:
must be operable, and
(1) The finished sill height may not exceed 48 inches
above the floor;
(2) The net clear openable area must be a minimum of $
5.7 square feet, with a minimum net clear openable
height dimension of 24 inches;
(3) The minimum net clear openable width dimension
must be 20 inches.
(i) Fosterhome must be free of fire hazards and must
(1) Have at least one AC primary power or battery Smoke detector tested by worker?
powered smoke detection device on each level
Have at leastone fully charged 2A:10BC (or larger)
fire extinguisher strategically located on each level
(2) Store flammable or combustible liquids out of reach
ofyoung children; containers have tight fitting lids
(3) Heating appliances installed and maintained in safe
and serviceable manner, including:
(A) Vented to the outside iffuel burning; and
(B) Not located in corridors or exit ways at any 1 »
time, or in sleeping quarters during sleeping
hours, unless no separate sleeping area
50*52ftiljjj|!lj! Environmental Health ana Safety m $\
(b) Worker may request environmental health inspection Inspection requested?
(c) Home must have ample supply of potable water from one Check type of water supply.
of the following sources:
(1) Community water supply O
(2) (A) (B) Rain catchment system is disinfected; stored [
offthe floor; and poured or dispensed by a faucet
(3) Surface water with acceptable filtration system and [
is continuously disinfected
(4) Well water passes laboratory test for bacteria O
(5) Well with a casing that extends 12 or more inches o*
above the ground with sanitary seal and is at least
100 feet from sewer systenm
(d) Precautions taken to assure the home (both inside and

outside) is free of hazards that cause injury or disease
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(1) Maintained ina clean and sanitary condition
(2) Sanitary facilities for care, storage, refrigeration anc
preparation of food
(3) Hot water not above 120 degrees in homes caring for
young children (ages O through 8years)
(4) Cleaners, medicines and harmful substances Cleaners stored:
inaccessible to young children Medicines stored:
(5) Furniture and equipment 1is durable, safe, and 1in
good repair
(6) Proper sewage disposal with no overflow
(7) Refuse stored in containers with tight lids
(8) Sanitary toileting facilities
(9) Safe and sanitary equipment/supplies for diapering
and toileting of babies/toddlers
(e) Label bottles and pacifiers ifmore than one child uses.

Disinfect in dishwasher or boil at le«st 5 minutes

() Firearms are unloaded and ammunition stored Location of firearms:
separately; both inaccessible to children Location ofAmmo :
(@) A foster home must submit an acceptable firearm safety »
instruction plan to the licensing representative before a Firearm Safety Instruction Plan covered in

child isallowed to handle a firearm Plan for Foster Care (06-9371)

@ No smoking ina room with children under 30 months; if
plan protects older children from second-hand smoke, Plan submitted?
smoking allowed insame room
() Use child-proof cover caps in all electrical outlets
accessible to cliildren under 5
50.530 Space
(@ Enough indoor and outdoor space to meet needs of
children served
50.540 Equipment and Supplies
(a) Variety and use ofmaterials toys and equipment is
appropriate for needs; enoujjh available to avoid
competition; stored safely; accessible to children
(d) Home has phone or message phone, unless phones are =
not readily available in the community
(g) Beds, cribs, bedding and sleeping space for each child.
Own bed/crib exceptyoung cliildren of the same sex may

share a double bed
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Article 7 - Specializations

50.600 Approval of Specializations
Facility meets requirements for Division approval of

Specializations(s)

50.610 Emergency Shelter Care in FosterHomes

(@) Specialization for emergency shelter care, including respite
care, has been approved

(b) May provide emergency shelter care in combination with
regular foster care

(c) At admission, foster home conducts a brief health review of
the child using DFYS Form 06-9372
Secures necessary medical or dental treatment

(d) A home that provides emergency shelter care must have one

foster parent generally available

Jutujl) Hoarding V>flrc INiI"OSICr.nONniCS “Sr=mvrii 5
Department approves specialization in boarding care
An applicant for a foster care license for the sole purpose of
providing only boarding care is exempt from certain requirements

of this chapter (marked with *)

50.640 Supervised Transition Living in Foster Homes

(a) Foster home vrepresenting a specialization in supervised
transition living has a division approved specialization

(b) The foster home provides or arranges services to prepare and
make the transition to independence

(c) Services address child 3 need for;
(1) Establishing or strengthening family ties
(2) Life skills training, including money management, and

obtaining and maintaining a residence
(3) Education with regard to human sexuality
(4) Vocational or other training
(5) Housing during transition to independence
(6) Legal services
(7) Arrangements for aftercare services, socialization,
cultural/religious and recreational activities

(d) Assist child in obtaining documents such as birth certificates,
social security card, drivers license, education records,
medical or other health eligibility documentation and records,
job resume, references

(e) Teach basic skills for negotiating with community institutions,
such as banking, health care, employment, education, and
recreation

(f) Before discharge assure that basic resources are in place

(g) Give at least 30 days notice to the child ifservices stop

50.645 Care for Pregnant and Parenting Adolescents
(a) Dept, approves specialization in care of pregnant and

parenting adolescents.
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1 ES Only 1 Combined Care

Has facility been provided with a supply of
health assessment fonris?

Parent available:

See Section 7AAC50.630 for exemptions.
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NARRATIVE

A. Summary of impression of house: ( location, safety factors, space available for foster children, general atmosphere,

for reviews any changes).

B. List typical daily schedule. Include work schedules and supervision plan.

C. List types of activities (school/community/cultural involvement) family is currently involved in. State if family will be

able to adjust to the needs of children in age ranges other than those of their own children.

D, Describe any anticipated changes

E. Summary of comments by references and/or placement workers, for reviews include observations of foster cliildren
placed in the home:

F Describe the family 3 intention/level of cooperation with agency to carry out the case plan for the foster children. Are
foster parents willing/or have they attended case review meetings?
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e G. Note background information relevant to the assessment of the family. Discuss any domestic violence/criminal
history, child protection concern, physical or mental health concerns regarding any member of the household and
assess risk to child in placement:

H. Special skills of this family (i.e.: languages including sign language, medical training, cultural, etc.):

l. Summary of family strengths:

J. Summary of family limitations/need for support:
K. Placement preferences:

r*
L. Worker recommendations:



FfonJ Ross Clement 19073457363 04-09-99 21:20 P. 001

To Rep. Fred Dyson

From :Rebecca and Ross Clement
POBox 111362
Anchorage, Alaska 99511

Reference: House Bill No 175

Please support House Bill # 175. Itis important as tax payerswhose . »  support
foster homes that we be advised when a license to operate mour neighbjhoodis

appllied for. The community council is an effective way of advising the neighborhood
of possible group homes. Please support this bill.

Rebecca and Ross Clement
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Oceanview/0ld Seward

Community Council

P.0. Box 110045
Anchorage AK, 99511

14 September 1998

Commissioner Karen Perdue
350 Main Street, Room 204
P.0. Box 11061

Juneau, AK 99811-0601

Dear Commissioner Perdue

In April 1998 neighbors on Bree Avenue inAnchorage learned a Group Foster Home for
emotional ly disturbed children was established on their quiet residential strest. The establishment
of this home and the associated problems that have arrived with ithave the immediate neighbors
extremely concerned. Personnel on Bree Avenue and Pacific View, another connecting street,
have worked with DFYS, Representative Joe Green, Assemblyman Bob Bell of Anchorage, and
the foster care provider Mr. John Vogt. The Oceanview/0ld Seward Community Council has
provided a forum to bring the interested parties together and formed a committee to review the
impact of the Group Foster Home on the neighborhood. Mr. Vogt ison the committee. More
questions have surfaced than have been answered through these avenues.

The impact of the Group Foster Home on the neighborhood has been significant. Previously
parents felt free to let their children go across the street to Johns Park to play. They no longer can
do that because they fear for the safety of their children from the emotionally disturbed children
and the increased traffic to the Group Foster Home. They repon that many of the persons
visiting the Group Foster Home, which includes the enormous number of social workers and
others associated with the State of Alaska have no regard for the 25-MPH speed limit. Also the
visitors to the Group Foster Home park in the tightly crowded street causing a hazard to traffic.
So far the Group Foster Home has had at least three police calls. One of those calls, July 6,
1998, was very serious as one of the foster children held the care provider and police at bay with
a knife. Luckily itwas at night when young children were not out and could have potentially
been involved. Because of the laws regarding juveniles, we do not know what the other police

calls involved.

There can be incidents involving the police in any neighborhood, however, having a foster
home with 6 or 7 emotionally disturbed children increases the potential for problems
significantly. No one inour community council denies that foster homes are not necessary.
However does grouping 6 or more disturbed children with a non married man provide a role

model home hLife?



The Oceanview/0ld Seward Community Council isavailable to discuss and work this serious
situation. Our point of contact isGary Hoff, 345-8334 (H) or 552-8132 (W),

email:gopherrr@alaska.nct. Our next meeting is scheduled for 14 October 1998. We request
any information that you may have as a final or partial reply to this letter prior to the meeting.

Sincerely
SIGNED
B.K. Powell
President

1 Attachment

Extract

ccC:

~yilep Joe Green
Mr. Bob Bell

Ms Pat Abney

Ms Fay Von Gemmmgen

Ms Kathleen Plunkett

Federation of Community Councils
ChiefDuane Udland


mailto:gopherrr@alaska.nct

We request that you review this situation, looking at the following areas:

A. Are the DFYS regulations reviewed on a continuing basis to ensure they are in step with
today, not when they were written? Children and needs change over the years.

B. Does this particular foster care provider meet the Foster Family qualifications? (See
attachment 1, which isextracted from the Foster Care Handbook)

C. Isthe amount of foster care provider training for this type ofhome sufficient? Special
Education teachers that we have contacted do not think the minimum number ofhours (ten) or

type of training is close to sufficient.

D. IsDFYS meeting their mission statement, which states in part “<..while providing
community protection”? Does the neighborhood have a safe and secure community? The
potential for an unsafe neighborhood has increased significantly on Bree Avenue.

E. IsDFYS properly notifying neighborhood residents of Group Foster Homes? The state and
municipality normal ly notify neighborhoods when a change will affect the residents. Group
Foster Homes are significant changes to a community. In this case neighbors found out through

fortuity.

F. IsMr. Russ Webb ofDFYS reviewing the Group Foster Home regulations and requirements
as promised on May 4, 1998 to Rep Joe Green and the concerned neighbors?

G. Did DFYS take into consideration that the Group Foster Home was placed next to a city
park?

H. Will violent or sex offenders be placed in this neighborhood Group Foster Home?

I. Does using square footage in a home to determine the number of children placed make sense?
The home on Bree Avenue could have 17 occupants. We know the DFYS regulations do not
allow that many, but, even six or seven may be to many. Especially with an unmarried
individual .

J. What isthe legal mission of the Citizens Foster Care Review Board? What is the current
status of the Citizen Foster Care Review Board and is itcapable of fulfilling its legal mission?
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SUPFORT HOUSE BILL #175

BATE: April 9, 1999
TO: Rep. Fred Dyson 465-4587

FROM: Ev Irvin 345-5125

I support HB 175 and amendments for specifying number of kids in care
(supplied on license) and what types of Kkids. It is basic information
neighborhoods deserve to be made aware and make appropriate Tfamily
choices, group homes do impact neighborhoods.

1 year ago, our neighborhood knew little of the foster care system. 1
year of research included learning who to ask questions of and even how

to ask questions. We hit brick walls until Assemblypersons, our Com—
munity Council and Rep. Green opened dialogue and held meetings asking
questions for their constituents. Should getting information be this

difficult, for citizens?

People or organisations we"ve talked to or met with:
* Alternative Community Mental Health
* DFYS Gwen McAlpin, Licensing Supervisor
Steve McComb, Acting Regional Director
Karl Brimmer, DH5S
Rues Webb, PHS5
Leonard Abel, Mental Health Services Program Mgr.
Derrill Johnson, BBS Program Mgr.
James Steele, Regional Acting Director
Dopt, of Health and Developmental Disabilities
Foster Care Re.view Panel
Anchorage Folice Department
A probation officer
Muni Planning & Health Bepts.
Various Assemblypersons
Jeff Jessie, MKA Director
0Old Seward/Oc.eanview Community Council
Pep. Pete Kelly-Fairbankc
Rep. Joe Green-Anchorage

R I

1 year of phone calls and meetings resulted in HB 175. X encourage sup-—
port of HB 175 and asking the following 4 questions. 1) Will non-profit
agencies be privatized? 2) Are foster group homos mentioned in the new
level of care system? 3) If privatised, will the non-profit agencies
manage foster group homes or whom will? 4) Who will the public ask ques—
tions of? We still don®"t know the answero to these.

The public needs a systems approach-a feedback system such as Rep.
Kemplen suggested during testimony 4/8/99.
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Rachel Faralan

P.0. Box 771814

Eagle River, Alaska 99577
(907) 694-7644

April 8,1999

Representative Fred Dyson

Alaska State House of Representatives
Alaska State Capitol Building

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Mr. Dyson,

lam a proud Eagle River resident and Ithank you for your representation in the House
for our neighborhood, Iwant to talk to you, however, about an alarming House hill that
has been put forth recently:

HB 175: This hill concerns me for the following reasons:
1. The direction of fair treatment to children:
a. We, as a nation, have not moved very far away from children being locked up in

asylums and orphanages. Won Tthis bill nove us backward from the positive
directionwe have been moving?

Children should NOT be treated like adult registered sex offenders and have to
give up their confidentiality before they move into a neighborhood. The next
thing we will be doing is publishing their names and histories on the Intemet.

2. Confidentiality

a.

Children have a right to not be known in their neighborhoods as foster children.
They have no part in their position in a foster home and should not have to be
subjected to the neighborhood council knowing who they are and knowing that
they are livirg ina foster home .

Children may be subjected to unfair treatment in a neighborhood, as we have
seen, iftheir position in lifewere to be divulged to the entire area.

3. Not enough foster homes

a.

lam aware that people in Ocean View and other prestigious neighborhoods are
concerned about high numbers of foster children in one home, but as a person
who works in the social services field, what are we supposed to do? We do not
have enough places to place all of these children. Many children spend weeks
and weeks living in Laurel Shelter and Intermission crisis nursery because we
have no homes for them.
1. Perhaps what this hill should state is that ifpeople do not want high numbers
of children in one foster homes. . .than they should take one or two of these
poor children into their homes.

Mr. Dyson, lhave worked with these foster children, the natural families, and the foster
families for a long time. It just sickens me to think that we <l have to fight for their
rights to fair treatment in this modern society. Please stop this bill from passing.

~Sincerely,

Rachel Faralan



