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P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  

a n d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  b e  e l e c t e d  b y  a  m a j o r i t y  v o t e ;  a n d  c h a n g i n g  t h e  t e r m  o f  o f f i c e  o f  t h e

g o v e r n o r  a n d  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .

Alaskan’s are looking for leadership from their elected representatives and are demanding accountability. 
However many people in the state feel betrayed because the men or women elected at the statewide level are not 
necessarily selected by a majority. This is most apparent by the continued decline in the voter turnout, 50.11 
percent in 1998.

There are at least five political parties on the ballot in the Governor/Lieutenant Governor race. While these 
parties and their candidates represent the true diversity of Alaska they could also leave the winner of the race 
without that clear majority vote. In the last Gubernatorial General Election 48.73 percent of the vote was split 
between four candidates. Prior to that, the last Governor to be elected by a majority was Bill Egan in 1970.

SJR 40 will correct that by allowing the people of Alaska to decide if they want the opportunity to elect 
statewide candidates with a majority vote. The resolution does not mandate what will happen if a majority vote 
in not reached other than some form of a run-off. Currently there are different ideas on how that should be done. 
If passed by the public it gives the next Legislature a clear mandate that a plan must be put in place prior to the 
2002 general election.

This resolution will establish the future of statewide elections and create a sense of representation to all 
Alaskans, as the individual holding the seat will be there with a clear majority of the voters.
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Date Referred to Committee: April 21, 2000 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action:

The FINANCE Committee considered: CSSJR_40(RLS) am

CS FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 4'U(RLS) am
CONST AM:ELECTION & TERMS OF GOV & LT GOV

Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska providing that the governor and lieutenant governor 
be elected by a majority vote; and changing the term of office of the governor and lieutenant governor.

recommends it be replaced [ ] the same title
with the following committee substitute______________________________________ [ ] a new title

[ ] additional referral t o_________________ Committee
f ] attached amendments)

A D O P TS :  Letter o f Intent

A T TAC H E S  NEW F ISCAL NOTE(s): (D̂ > APPROVES PREVIOUS: (D̂ JDiU)

f-/-J fiscal note(s) Xr*. G r p  V _______________  [ ] fiscal n o t e ( s ) _____________________________________

[ J zero fiscal note(s) ________________  [ ] zero fi ,cal note(s)

SIGNING WITH RECOMMENDATIONS

CHAIR'S S IGNATUR



F I S C A L  N O T E
STATE O F  ALASKA
2000 L E G ISL A T IV E  SESSION

B ILL NO. S J R 4 0

4 / 2 4 / 2 0 0 0Revision Dale/Time (Note if correction) ______________
Title Constitutional Amendment: Relating to a

Dept. Affected
' bru

Office of the Governor
Elective Operations

majority vote for statewide offices
Sponsor
Requester

Senate Judiciary Committee
Component Elections

Senate Finance Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

21

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual 1.5 750.0
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants 8 Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 1.5 0.0 750.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 1.5 750.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 1.5 0.0 750.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost: 0.0
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This figure includes the cost of providing information about this issue in the Official Election Pamphlet, as 
required by AS 15.58. However, only six measures can be printed on an 8-1/2 by 14 inch ballot. If this 
measure requires printing an 8-1/2 by 18 inch ballot, the cost will increase by $22.0.

For FY20G3, it is anticipated that a runoff election for the office of governor and lieutenant governor would 
be required. The cost of a runoff election is projected to be $750,000 based on the cost of the 1999 
statewide special election.

Gail FenumidT 
Division of Elections

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by  ̂
Agency

Phone 465-3935

Governor Fran Ulme; _____
Office of the Lieutenanftjovernor

Date/Time 4/24/00 10:23 AM
Date 04/24/2000
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For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office
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With the exception o f  the 1998 confusion election, ^ (7 ^ sr̂ Vrs'J' $ c

This body has not worked with a Governor elected by the majority o f  voters 
Since 1970.

Governor Bill Egan received 51-point 34 percent.

We feel this lack o f  a majority every election day with low voter turnout.

The feeling o f  “my vote doesn’t count i f  I don’t vote for the right person,” is 
the norm.

SJR 40 will give the public that vote should the public decide to pass it in 
November.

Governor and Lt. Governor races will be determined by a vote o f  50 
percent plus 1 vote. A majority.

For the ease o f  simplicity, the resolution only addresses the gubernatorial 
candidates

The next Alaska Legislature will be responsible for how the run-off is 
conducted.

More than half o f  A laska’s population is already used to a majority election 
process.

The Municipality o f  Anchorage mayoral race resulted in a run-off election.

SJR 40 means our next statewide elected officials will truly be a 
representative o f  the majority o f  Alaskans. —

B ullets fo r  S JR  40



G o v e rn o r/L ieu ten a n t G o v e rn o r E lection  R esu lts

Y ear W inners P e rce n t

1998: Knowles/Ulmer 51.27%

1994: Knowles/Ulmer 41.1%

1990: Hickel/Coghill 38.8%

1986: Cowper/McAlpine 47.3%

1982: Sheffield/McAlpine 45.10%

1978: Hammond/Miller 38.22%

1974: Hammond/Thomas 46.51%

1970: Egan/Boucher 51.34%

This information wa^ supplied courtesy of the Division of Elections.

Shannon Morgan, Elections Clerk 
Alaska Division of Elections 
PO Box 11.0017 
Juneau AK 99811 0017 
(907) 465-4611



Political Party Addresses in Alaska http://www.gov.state.ak.us/ltgov/elections/polpartyJ

^  \ \  A la s k a  D iv is io n  o f  E le c t io n s

R E C O G N IZ E D  P O L IT IC A L  P A R T IE S  IN  A L A SK A  
U p d a ted  2/17/00

A Recognized Political Party is an organized group of voters that represents a political program and either 
nominated a candidate for Governor who received at least 3% of the total votes cast for Governor at the 
preceding General Election or has registered voters equal to 3% of the votes cast for Governor in the last 
election. Candidates of a recognize' 1 political party file a Declaration of Candidacy. Until it qualifies as a 
recognized political party under this definition, an independent Political Group may field candidates for 
statewide and district-wide offices only by filing nominating petitions as required by AS 15.25.140 - 
15.25.205. Reference: AS 15.60.010(20)

The following parties are currently recognized political parties in Alaska:

A L A S K A N  IN D E P E N D E N C E  P A R T Y

Mark Chryson, Chair 
(907) 376-8285

V .y
D E M O C R A T IC  P A R T Y  O F  A L A S K A

Christopher Cooke, Chair 
(907) 258-3050

G R E E N  P A R T Y  O F  A L A S K A

Soren Wuerth, Chair 
(907) 344-9888

L IB E R T A R IA N  P A R T Y

Len Karpinski 
(907) 248-4367

R E P U B L IC A N  M O D E R A T E  P A R T Y , INC .

Ray Metcalfe, Chair 
(907) 344-4514

R E P U B L IC A N  P A R T Y  O F  A L A S K A

Tom McKay, Chair 
(907) 276-4467

L IM IT E D  P O L IT IC A L  P A R T IE S  IN  A L A SK A

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/ltgov/elections/polpartyJ


Political Party Addresses in Alaska http://www.gov.statc.nk.us/ltgov/elections/polparty.

A Limited Political Party is a political group that organizes for the purpose of selecting candidates for 
electors for President and Vice President of the United States. A Limited Political Party ceases to be 
recognized in the State of Alaska if its presidential candidate fails to receive at least 3% of the votes cast 

^  for President. Reference: AS 15.60.010(12) and 15.30.025

The following party is a Limited Political Party in Alaska, holding that status for the 2000 General 
Election:

NATURAL LAW  PARTY
Barbara Morgan, Alaska Chair 
(907) 258-6261

R EFO R M  PARTY
Edward Wassell, Alaska Chair 
(907) 245-5113

A laska Division of Elections H orje  Page

To comment on this page, contact B arbara Whitine 
at the Alaska Division o f Elections.

V y

http://www.gov.statc.nk.us/ltgov/elections/polparty
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AN  IN IT IA T IV E  PR O VID IN G  FOR ELEC TIO N  BY VO TER M A JO R IT Y

BE IT  ENACTED B Y  THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

Section 1. F indings and Purpose

The people o f the State o f Alaska find that it is in  the public interest to adopt an election 
system in  Alaska, known as preferential or instant run-o ff voting, to insure that candidates elected 
are acceptable to the greatest number o f voters. Under the present system, in many elections, the 
m ajority o f voters voted fo r someone other than the winner. Preferential or instant n m -o ff voting 
should have the fo llow ing positive effects on Alaskan elections:

(a) Candidates w ill be elected by 3 m ajority vote, rather than by a mere p lu ra lity  vote as 
often occurs under the present system,

(b) The taxpayers and candidates w ill save money because run -o ff elections w ill no 
longer be necessary,

(c) Supporters o f third-party, independent, or underdog candidates w ill not have to waste 
their votes in  order to support their pa rtie ', issues, or candidates, but w ill be able to  voice support 
fo r their true beliefs w ith  their firs t choice votes and their acceptable choices among the 
remaining candidates w ith  their second and subsequent choices,

(d) Negative campaigning should be virtually eliminated because candidates w ill know 
that they may have to obtain the second and third choices votes o f voters supporting other 
candidates in  order to be elected,

(e) Losing candidates, wbo offered valid programs acceptable to some o f the voters, w ill 
not be forever tagged as "spoilers", "vote-splitten. , or the "candidate that ensured the election o f 
the candidate o f the opposing party",

( f) Voter interest and turn-out should increase because a voter’s vote w ill be more 
valuable than it  is under the present system, and

(g) The new system is easy and veiy user-friemhy - as simple as 1-2-3.

Section 2. P referentia l o r Instant R un-O ff V oting

Preferential or instant run -o ff voting shall be used in Alaskan elections. The ballots used 
in these elections shall provide that the voter may vote for candidates in  order o f preference, 
mark no more than five  choices fo r each office, and not assign the same ranking to more than

1



one candidate fo r each office. The ballot shall perm it the ranking o f one w rite-in candidate per 
race w ith  candidates wnose names arc printed on the halloL

Section 3. CoHfltiat of

AS 15.1S.3S0. General Procedure fo r Ba llo t Count shall be amended to add additional 
subsections to  read as follows:

(a) The firs t choice votes o f each voter for each race shall be counted f irs t I f ,  
after a ll ballots are counted, a candidate has obtained a m ajority o f the firs t choice 
votes fo r that race, further counting is not necessary, and that candidate is declared 
the w inner.

(b) I f  no candidate has obtained a m ajority o f the firs t choice votes, then the 
candidate w ith  the fewest number o f firs t choice votes shall be declared defeated, 
and votes cast fo r this candidate shall be transferred to the next choice continuing 
candidate marked on each continuing ballot, and added to that continuing 
candidate’s vote total. However, i f  the total o f the votes o f the two or tore 
candidates credited w ith the lowest number o f votes is less than the number o f 
votes credited to the candidate w ith the next highest number o f votes, these 
candidates shall be declared defeated simultaneously and the ir votes transferred to 
the next choice continuing candidate marked on each ballot in  a single counting 
operation. I f  the next-choicc candidate has been elim inated, the vote is transferred 
to  the next-choicc candidate who is a continuing candidate. A fte r thi3 tabulation, 
i f  no continuing candidate receives a m ajority o f the votes, then the continuing 
candidate w ith  the fewest votes shall be declared defeated. This process o f 
e lim inating last-place candidates, transferring ballots from  these candidates, and 
adding them to the totals o f continuing candidates shall proceed until a candidate 
has a m ajority  o f the continuing ballots, in  which case that candidate is declared 
the w inner, o r there is a tie between all remaining continuing candidates.

(c) I f ,  in  any election, a ballot has no more available preferences stated, that 
ba llo t shall be declared exhausted and shall not be counted further. A  ballot 
assigning the same ranking to more than one candidate fo r an office shall be 
declared exhausted when the double ranking is reached. I f ,  in  a primary election, 
a voter ranks a candidate in  a particular tacc outside o f the party fo r which the 
voter has cast the first-choice vote, then that ballot w ill be declared exhausted w ith  
respect to a ll subsequent rankings fo r that — ‘icuiar office. I f  a ballot skips a 
ranking, then the next ranking shall be ct .ca.

(d) I f  there is a tic  vote between candidates, the procedures o f AS 15.15.460 shall 
be fo llow ed.

2



SectioD 4. A pplicab ility

Preferential o r instant run-o ff voting shall be used in  a ll prim ary, regular and special 
elections fo r the election o f members o f the Alaska Legislature, fo r the offices o f President and 
Vice-President o f the United States, and fo r members o f the United States Congress.

Section 5. Local Option Authorized

A municipality or school district may utilize preferential or instant run-off voting in 
municipal or school board elections if authorized by appropriate action o f its governing body.

Section 6. P o litica l Party D efin ition

For the purpose o f defining a "politica l party" under AS 15.13.400(10) and AS 
15.60.010(20), the total first choice votes cast fo r governor at the preceding general election shall 
be used in  calculating the three percent (3%) requirement.

Section 7. O rd e r in g  of Nam es on P rim a ry  E lection B a llo t

For the convenience o f the voters in casting votes in  the prim ary election, AS 15.26.060 
is amended to provide that the names o f a ll candidates who have properly filed  shall be placed 
in  groups according to offices filed fo r and party affilia tion.

Section 8. D efin itions

(a) "Continuing ballot" means a ballot that is not exhausted.

(b) "Continuing candidate" means a candidate who has not been elim inated.

(c) "Exhausted ballot" means a ballot which has no mo. c available preferential votes 
which may be counted.

S :c tion  9. R e p e a l o f  C o nflic ting  S ta tu te s

A ll statutes and parts o f statutes which conflict w ith the provisions o f Sections (2) through 
(8) o f this A c t are hereby repealed.

Section 10. Severability

The provisions o f this Act are independent and severable. I f  any provision o f th is Act, 
or the app licab ility  o f any provision to any person or circumstance, shall be held to be invalid 
by a court o f competent jurisdiction, the remainder o f this A ct shall not be affected and shall be 
given effect to the fu llest extent possible.

V /
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L E T T E R  T O  T H E  E D I T O R

P r e f e r e n t i a l  v o t i n g
EDITOR. Ditily News:

Since when has Alaska been afraid to 
take a 'radical measure noother state has 
embraced*?

New Mexico progressives call it In­
stant Runofl Voting and Alaska has 
dubbed it preferential voting, but the 
outcome is the same: Voters can vote for 
the candidate they truly prefer, arid then 
they can vote for second or third best 
wilnout the expense and hassle of a run­
off election.

Kep. Pete Kott's bill is progressive, 
which has the old boys scared It is

something that gives the voters a new 
tool for electing their representatives. 
Of course old-time legislators and con­
servative editors will bluster and pos­
ture that it is just loo complicated to 
even consider, it could affect the out­
come of an election they J.ope to win by 
politics-as-usual.

The truth is, preferential voting is so 
simple a child could do it: 'List your lop 
three favorite ice cream flavors, num­
ber one being your most favorite.'Choco­
late, vanilla, strawberry. If there is no 
chocolate available, (i.e. not enough votes 
for the first choice) the child will be 
satisfied with vanilla (second choice).

Even strawberry would be palatable 
Voters understand that if their first 

choice candidate docs not win, their 
vote for second choice counts as if it 
were their first. No more "throwing 
away' votes, one can vole their con­
science and their compromise at the 
same time.

It's a brilliant idea that could bring 
disenfranchised, disgruntled and dis­
gusted citizens back to the voting booths.

The Anchorage Times editorial writ­
ers call it 'clunky and confusing.' What 
could be more confusing than the cur­
rent system in which voters believe that 
by voting for a candidate they agree

with most, but who is not expected to 
win, is 'throwing away' a perfectly 
good vote? Public confusion comes from 
being forced to flay a tic-tac-toe block­
ing strategy that does not allow citizens 
to vole for whal they truly believe is best 
for the state or the nation.

If indeed, as stated in The Anchorage 
Times editorial reprinted in the May 19 
Ketchikan Daily News, this legislation 
is so head-scratching confusing for our 
state's lawmakers, maybe it's time to get 
some smarter folks elected, That would 
be my preference.

DIANE RAAB 
Ketchikan




