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SCR 8 es tab lishes  a  nine m e m b e r  Long-Term Care Task 

Force consisting of three  m e m b ers  of the House, three m em bers  of the  S e n a te ,  an d  three public m em bers . Tne 
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Travel

Travel costs for public members and the legislative members of the Long-Term Care Task Force are included 
in this fiscal note. Travel for non voting members from the Executive Branch will be paid for by the Executive 
Branch.

The Long-Term Care Task Force is expected to meet twice in FYOO and once in FY01. All other meetings will be 
conducted by teleconference.

For the purposes of this fiscal note, the public members of the task force are assumed to be 1 from Fairbanks.
1 from Anchorage and 1 from Ketchikan. The Legislators are assumed to be 1 from Anchorage, 1 from 
Fairbanks, and 1 from Juneau. Three days of per diem are calculated for each meeting.

P e r  Diem T ravel

JNTINUATION OF FIJCAL NOTE: SCR

1 Anchorage Meeting

Anchorage -1 public member/1 Legislator 
Fairbanks -1 public member/1 Legislator 
Ketchikan -1 public member 
Juneau -1 Legislator/1 staff

1 Juneau Meeting

Anchorage - 1 public member/1 Legislator 
Fairbanks -1 public member/1 Legislator 
Ketchikan -1 public member 
Juneau - 1 Legislator

T o ta l  FYOO T ravel 
T o ta l  FY01 T ravel

C o n tra c tu a l
Phones Postage

110/month 60/month

FYOO 1,320 720 2,000 4,040
FY01 600 300 1,000 1,900

Teleconference charges and expenses tor printing will be absorbed by the Legislative Affairs Agency.

1.344 1,604
672 618

1.344 932

1.038 932
1.038 1,348

519 274

TOTAL
5,955 5,708 11,663
3,000 2,500 5,500

Advertising 
1,000/mtg TOTAL
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G a r y  W i l k e n

SENATOR 
District 29 4 30 
Wesl Fairbanks

Senat;.Siiindint CemminMi 
Member. Finance 
Member: Health. Education, 4

Social Services (HESS) 
Member: Legislative Budget & Audit 
Member: State Affairs at*

Purine Session:
State Capitol Building 

Juneau. Alaska 99,801-1182 
Tel: (907)451-5501 (inFbksarea)
Tel: (907) 465-3709 (outside Fbks)

Fax: (907)465-4714 
Website: www garysvtlken com 

E-Mail: Senator_Gary_Wilken(u Icgts state ak us |

Interim:
1851 Fox Avc.

Fairbanks, Alaska 9970(
Tel: (907) 451-5501 
Fax:(907)451-0438

Sponsor Statement

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 8

“Creating the Long-Term Task Force of 1999”

Senate Concurrent Resolution 8 establishes a nine-member Long-Term Care Task Force 
of 1999 to provide a focal point for further discussion and action concerning the needs of 
Alaskans for equitable and affordable long-term care options. This new task force will be 
in a position to provide leadeiship and guidance to ensure careful consideration of the 
1998 Long-Term Care Force’s suggestions and recommendations.

The work of the 1998 task force was only the first step in meeting the ultimate goal of 
developing a suitable and equitable plan for providing access to long-term care for all 
Alaskans. Additional work needs to be done, including further analysis of current long­
term care options and further exploration of new options.

The creation of a new Long-Term Care Task Force will provide an opportunity for a 
formally recognized group of legislators, state officials, and interested public members to 
continue the review and monitoring of long-term care in Alaska. I urge your support for 

SCR 8.

* * * *

April 16,1999

Home of the 
University of Alaska
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F i n a l  R e p o r t

January 1999

Representative Con Bunde, Co-chairm an  
Senator G ary Wilken, Co-chairm an

State C ap ito l B u ild ing  
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182



^ T a s k  F o r c e
T h e  L o n g -T e rm  C are  Task Force

C r e a t io n  o f  a N e w  T a s k  F o r c e

The Task Force requests the Senate and House Health, 

Education and Social Services Committees, in consulta­

tion with the legislative leadership, strongly consider the 

creation of a new task force to continue the review and 

monitoring of long-term care in Alaska.

“ O versight by a 
group  o f  leg is la ­
tors, state o ffi­
cials, and  the 
p u b lic  interested  
in  long-term  
health  care is 
im po rtan t

Senate Concurrent Resolution 11 created the Long-Term Care Task Force, but 

also terminated the task force upon the convening of the First Regular Session of 
the Twenty-First Alaska State Legislature, January 19, 1999.

As acknowledged throughout this report, the study and review conducted by this 

Task Force is only the first step in meeting its ultimate goal in developing a suit­

able and equitable plan for providing access to long-term care for all Alaskans. 

Additional work needs to be done; current long-term care options must be further 

analyzed and new options explored.

The Task Force recognizes that oversight by a group of legislators, slate officials, 

and the public interested in long-term health care is important. Such a commis­

sion, if appointed, would be in a position to monitor the state’s long-term care 

programs as they evolve to meet the needs of all Alaskans. This group would 
provide the necessary leadership and guidance to ensure success of the Task Force's 

suggestions and recommendations.

The representatives of the public may include people who are receiving long-term 
care, have relatives who are receiving long-term care, are from an organization 

that represents the interests of people in need of long-term care, are health care 
providers whose services include long-term care, or have had experience with an 

Alaska Native organization that delivers long-term care services in a rural area of 
the state.

The Task Force requests the Senate and House Health, Education and Social Ser­

vices Committees, in consultation with the legislative leadership, strongly con­

sider the creation of a new task force to continue the review and monitoring of 
long-term care in Alaska.

Page 58 *> Section 6 Long-Tenm Care Task Force Report *5* Januan 1999



  P.O. EOX 11C20S
IN T E R N E T  A D D R E S S : JU N E A U . A K  95511-C209
acca@admin.state.ak.us (907)455-3250

FAX: 455—715

Alaska Commission on Aging

Resolution 99-1

In support of renewal of the Legislative Long Term Care Taskforce

Whereas the Long Term Care Task Force created by the Twentieth Alaskan Legislature 

terminated upon convening of the First Regular Session of the Twenty-First Alaska State 

Legislature on January 19, 1999; and

Whereas the Legislative ng Term Care Task Force Report of Januan', 1999, concluded that the 

identification of central .ues concerning long-term care, and crafting of 31 recommendations 

was “only the first step in meeting the ultimate goal in developing a suitable and equitable plan 

for providing access to long-term care for all Alaskans,” and

Whereas the Task Force found that a new oversight group “would be in a position to monitor the 

state’s long term care programs as they evolve to meet the needs of all Alaskans,” and that 

“additional work needs to be done; current long-term care options must be further analyzed and 

new options explored,” and

Whereas the January, 1999 Legislative Long Term Care Task Force Report effectively 

introduces, summarizes and links together many of the issues central to appropriate and cost- 

effective long-term care in Alaska, and identifies necessary research, analysis, public education, 

and service development now needed across the public and private sector to shape a coherent and 
comprehensive approach to the state’s involvement in long-term care,

Now therefore the Alaska Commission on Aging strongly encourages the Twenty-First Alaska 

Legislature to create a standing Legislative Long-Term Care Task Force.

Adopted this 9* day of March, 1999.

Chair

mailto:acca@admin.state.ak.us
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Note: This document may not reflect changes made in actual delivery.

Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee: I appreciate this opportunity to appear before the Committee 
today and discuss the issues surrounding the two recently-passed ballot initiatives in California and 
Arizona which, in essence, legalize the possession of marijuana, and in Arizona, all Schedule I drugs, such 
as heroin and LSD for medical puq)oses by "seriously or terminally ill patients." I also wish to thank you, 
Mr. Chairman, for calling this hearing in such a timely manner. Most Americans have not yet grasped the 
consequences of what happened last month in California and Arizona, and it is critical that Congress 
provide factual information about these initiatives. It is also critical that Americans understand that these 
legalization initiatives were not local, grass-roots efforts, but part of a well-orchestrated, well-financed 
national movement, not for the compassionate medical use of marijuana, but to legalize drugs. These 
efforts will have a profound impact on our children, as they struggle to grow up against the backdrop of 
increased drug use among young people.

Today we are faced with more questions than answers as we examine the impact of these initiatives. It is 
fair to say that both propositions were well-crafted and well-thought out, and their authors fully intended to 
mask their true agenda in the guise of drug "medicalization," while keeping the medical conditions for
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