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F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction) _
Title CHITINA DIPNET FISHING PERMIT

STATE OF A L A S K A
2000 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

B IL L  NO. CSSB 301 (FIN)

04/06/00 _ Dept. Affected_________
BRU Sport Fisheries

Fish and Game

Component Soort Fisheries
Sponsor
Requester

Senate Finance
Senate Finance

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

464

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0 20.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
1024 Fish and Game Fund 130.0 130.0 130.0 130.0 130.0 130.0

TOTAL 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0 150.0

Estimate o f any curren t year (FY2000) cost: 

POSITIONS

57.9

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:
See attached.

(Attach a separate page it necessary)

rreparea Dy: 
Division

r\evm ueianey 
Sport fisheries

Approved by Commissioner Frank Rue
- f t —

Agency Department of Fish and Game V

Phone 465-4180
Date/Time 4/6/00 11:34 AM 

Date 04/06/2000

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call trie Governor's Legislative Office

(Rev 10/99) 2000(nfomi.xls/OM3 Page 1 Of 1



Alaska Department o f Fish and Game 
Fiscal Note on CSSB 301 (FIN)
Attached analysis

During a December 1999 Board o f Fisheries meeting, the board reclassified the Chitna 
dipnet fishery from a personal use fishery to a subsistence fishery. The existing permit is 
specific to a personal use fishery. SB 301 amends the existing permit so it applies to the 
Chitna dipnet fishery whether it is classified as personal use or subsistence.

The change in revenues reflects the increase in the Chitna dipnet permit fee from SI 0 to 
$25, minus the amount exempted for senior citizens. Based on 1998 and 1999 sales o f 
approximately 10,000 licenses, it is estimated that 8 percent o f the permit holders 
participating in the Chitna fishery w ill qualify for the exemption, reducing revenues by 
$20,000.

The sources o f  revenue to cover the listed expenditures w ill be sales o f  Chitna permits 
($130,000) and general fund ($20,000.) The general fund w ill replace those permits fees 
waived to qualifying senior citizens.

Permit fees and general funds w ill be used to pay the Chitna and Ahtna Corporations for 
use o f their lands to access the Copper River where the fishery is conducted, to pay fo r 
disposal o f human and solid wastes generated by the thousands o f participants in the 
fishery, and to pay a portion o f the costs o f administering the issuance o f  permits.

This fiscal note requests appropriation o f an additional $150,000, which together w ith the 
revenue o f $100,000 from the existing personal use permit generates $250,000, the 
estimated annual cost for providing access and disposal services for the Chitna dipnet 
fishery.



Copper River Railroad Right-of-Way and Approximate Land Ownership 
(Chitina and Ahtna Native Corporations)

Chitina/McCarthy Bridge 2.1 miles

O 'B r ia n  C re e k  C a m p g r o u n d
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Identifies Potential Areas 
where 300' Coppe' River 
Railroad R.O.W. Extends to 
Ordinary High Waler Mark of 
Copper River.

Currently Used Camping Areas.
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Copper River Railroad R.O.W. 
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Department of Natural Resources, and the Department of 
Transportation and Public Facilities to identify the portion 
of the Copper River Railroad right-of-way, associated with 
the Chitina dip net fishery, utilizing the most cost 
efficient methodology available, to carry out this intent "



I n s e r t  o n  p a g e  2 ,  l i n e  1 1  a f t e r  " D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s "

a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c .  
F a c i l i t i e s -  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
C o p p e r  R i v e r  R a i l r o a d  r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  C h i t i n a  d i p  n e t  f i s h e r y ,  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  
m o s t  c o s t  e f f i c i e n t  m e t h o d o lo g y  a v a i l a b l e ,  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  i n t e n t



F I S C A L  N O T E  X  _ i

2 0 0 0  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  ( g )  p u b|ish Date: A - 4 - o n
Revision Date/Time (Note if c o r r e c t i o n ) ___________________________Dept. Affected_____________ Fish and Game_______
Title CHITINA DIPNET FISHING °ERMIT BRU Sport Fisheries _________

S TATE OF A L A S K A  Gill V e rs io n : f t  / V ) )

Sponsor Senate Finance
_ Component Sport Fisheries

Requester Senate Resources___________________________________ Component No. 464

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)_________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 20C3 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services 44.8 44.8 44.8 44.8 44.8 44.8
Travel 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2
Contractual 196.0 196.0 196.0 196.0 196.0 196.0
Supplies 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0 8.0
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATI'.G 250.0 250.0 250.0 250.0 250.0 250.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE________________________________________________________(Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Fish and Game Fund 250.0 250.0 25C.0 250.0 250.0 250.0

TOTAL 250.0 250.0 250.0 250.0 250.0 250.0

Estimate o f any cu rren t year (FY2000) cost: 

POSITIONS

57.9 -

Full-time
Part-time
TemDora r /

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
These expenses cover the printing of the permits and other administrative costs associated with the issuance of Chitna 
dipnet permits out of the Anchorage, Fairbanks, Glenallen, Palmer, and Chitna offices. Also included are payments to 
the Chitna and Ahtna Corporations for use of their land in the conduct of the dipnet fishery. Thesi payments are 
pursuant to the terms of contracts between the Department of Fish and Game and the corporatic is.

r-repareo oy: 
Division

rNcVir 1 UclcifIcIV ^y /  ) c
Soort fisheries

----------- '±U—_________

Approved by Commissioner Frank Rue Cs / n -.
Agency Department of Fish and Game 7

Phone 465-4180
Date/Time 4/3/00 9:07 AM 

Date 04/30/2000

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office

(Rev 10/03) 2000(nfomi.xli'OMB Page 1 Of 1



Official Business

A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e
S e n a te  F in a n c e  C o m m it te e

Mail Slop 3100 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99S0i-iiS2

SPONSOR STATEMENT 

SB 301

A n  A c t re la tin g  to the C h itin a  d ip  ne t f is h in g  p e rm it; and p ro v id in g  fo r  an
e ffec tive  date.

Over the past decade, the Chitina fishery has grown to be one of the largest 
fisheries in our state and is used by over 30,000 Alaskans. This legislation will: 1) 
raise the price of the Chitina dip net fishing perm it from $10 to $25, eliminating 
the need for a $15 sport fish license, 2) will slightly change the name of the 
permit, and 3) exempt perm anent identification card holders from paying the fee.

The $25 am ount was recently negotiated between the Departm ent of Fish and 
Game and the Chitina and Ahtna Native Corporations. The Departm ent uses a 
portion of the fees ($10 to C hitira  Corporation & $8 to Ahtna Corporation) to pay 
for access for fishermen across private land owned by the Corporations, but since 
the perm it is in AS 16.05.340(a)(22), it requires legislation to change this fee.

The bill will also change the name of the perm it from "Chitina personal use 
salmon dip net fishing permit" to "Chitina dip net fishing permit". This is a result 
of the Fish Board changing the designation of this fishery from a sport fish to a 
subsistence fishery and so the term, personal use, m ust be removed from the 
name of the permit.

Last sum m er, any Alaskan who wanted to fish at Chitina needed a 515 sport fish 
license and a $10 Chitina permit. Because the fishery is now a subsistence 
fishery, people will not be required to have a sport fish license and a Chitina dip 
net permit, and will only need to have a Chitina permit. If the price of the permit 
is $25, the total am ount required of individuals will rem ain the same.

The bill also exempts perm anent identification card holders, i.e. se r.o r citizens, 
from paying the fee for the Chitina permit. Family members who reside in the 
same household as the cardholder will also be exempt from paying the fee, as 
long as the cardholder is present.



The Chitina perm it is a household perm it, so a family of two last sum m er had to 
pay $30 for their sport fish licenses and a $10 Chitina permit, for a total of $40. 
This year, a family of two will only be required to pay $25 for the Chitina permit, 
thus being a savings for families.

W ith the increase in perm it fees, the Departm ent of Fish and Game will be able to 
provide increased and im proved services for those who use the fishery. It will 
also allow for maxim um  public access to the fishery with minimal conflict w ith 
private landowners.

This legislation is supported by the Alaska Outdoor Council, the Chitina 
Dipnetters Association, and local Fish & Game Advisory Councils around the 
state.
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Information regarding:
W h e n  th e  f is h e ry  is o p e n

and
C h it in a  p e r m it  s ta t io n  o p e ra t in g  h o u rs

can be obtained by calling one of the following recorded messages:

G lenna llen  -  822-5224 
F a irb a n ks  - 459-7382 
A nchorage  - 267-2511

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game admim'sins «t| programs tod activities fire from discrimination on (he basil of sea, color, 
rxc, religion, national origin, age, nuiilal status. pregnancy, parenthood, or disability For In formal inn on alternative format! 
available fix this and other depaitmrni publications, contact the ikp.vimcni ADA Coordinator at (voice) 907-463*4l20, or (IDD) 
901 463 J646 Any penon *ho believes »>it hat been discriminated againit should •rite to ADFAfl, FO Bo* 25326, Juneau. AK 
9910) 3526. or OEO. US Depximcm of the In. ior, Washington, DC 20240

R IV Ifitt PERSONAL USE FISHERY

¥
p  C O P P E R  R IV E R

^  ( C H I T I N A )

P E R S O N A L  U S E  

S A L M O N  D I P N E T  

F I S H E R Y

O 1'

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Division of Sport Fish

1300 College Road PO Box 47
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 Glennallen, Alaska 99588

(907) 459-7207 (907) 822-3309 ,

NOFICE: Ihil lummiry of regulations is not cnmplrlc, nor quirted vcibstlm from State law It Is an Informative abstract of 3 AAC 
77, simplified for ynui convenience For fuilhcr detail*, or to lns|»ccl a copy of the oflicial codified petvonal wm fishing 
regulations, consult your local Depairmctit of Fish and (tame if |<te icnlaiLc or Department of Public Safely, Fish and 
Wildlife Protection Division office (*,.!.<* 4/yrrftl



A 40-Year History of the Copper River Dipnet Fishery and Access to 
O'Brien Creek

Y ear
1960

1963

1964

1972

1973

1974

1975

1978

1980

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

1987

E v e n t
•Permit system for fish wheels and dipnets begins.
•Edgerton Highway is upgraded, resulting iri an increase in dipnetters from outside of Copper River basin. 

•State destroys old tresties because they are unsafe.

*U.S. Geological Survey creates switchbacks on Copper River Highway outside of 200-foot right-of-way (ROW). 

‘ Improvements to Copper River Highway permit vehicular traffic 20 miles south of Chitina.

•Sierra Club and Alaska Conservation Society obtain court injunction halting road construction.

•Chitina Native Corporation (CNC) files selection applications for land near Chitina.

•An agreement between state ar.d federal agencies and the two conservation groups results in closure of the 
Copper River Highway at O'Brien Creek>

•Road at O'Brien Creek opened again in December.

•Area where fish wheels permitted is moved above McCarthy Road Bridge.
•Flood washes out approaches to O'Brien Creek Bridge.

BLM approves interim conveyance of CNC selections with easements and a 300-foot highway ROW.
CNC files notice of appeal for 13 reservations of easements including two at O'Brien Creek.
Appeal referred to the BLM hearings division.
Hearing at Copper River results in settlement of all but the two easements at O'Brien Creek.
Road improvements to O'Brien Creek stopped after CNC disputes ownership of the road.

State replaces O'Brien Creek Bridge.

Two contested easements at O'Brien Creek (for parking, camping, and road access) rescinded.
BIA funds used to construct several houses in Chitina on road ROW.

inal conveyance of land to CNC.
CNC blocks road at Fox Creek and charges fee for entrance.

CNC continues entrance feel. Use of boats for access from Chitina-McCarthy Road bridge increases.
Protest by dipnetters over access fee results in announcement by Governor Sheffield tiiat talks with CNC 

are underway.

CNC lawyer proposes a long-term lease of access at O'Brien Creek.
State completes a maintenance contract with CNC to remove litter, clean toilets and construct 7 new toilets 
or S15,000 (money provided from Department of Transportation and Public facilities [DOTPF])-_____________

Page 1



1 A 40-Year History of the Copper River Dipnet Fishery and Access to 
O'Brien Creek

Y ear E v e n t  i
1988 ‘ Office of the Go’.emor negotiates access and campground maintenance contract with CNC for $22,000. 

•Legislature appropriates $15,000 for access to O'Brien Creek and $7,500 for a long-term access study. 
•DOTPF completes road work to O'Brien Creek placing road within ROW at Fox Creex Bridge at O'Brien Creek 
widened and road graded halfway to Haley Creek.

1989 *CNC objects to road work and states that archeological and grave sites may have been disturbed.
*Sta‘e decides not to pay for O'Brien Creek access in 1990.
*CNC closes camp area at O'Brien Creek and posts no tresspassing signs.
•Attorney General opinion issued concerning road ROW.. ;

1990 •Legislature approves $ i0 permit fee for Chitina dipnetters, effective January 1991.
•Legislature apprpriates $22,000 for O’Brien Creek access and campground maintenance.
*CNC road ROW survey reveals O'Brien Creek bridge and part of road outside of 200-foot ROW. 
(1960 - 1990 information prepared by the Legislative Research Agency, August 1990 (90.355b).

1992 •Alaska Superior Court (3rd Judicial District) gave partial summary judgement in favor of State of Alaska, 
thereby recognizing a 300 feet ROW and dismissed all prior trespass claims. j 
‘ Contract with O'Brien Creek and Haley Creek land descriptions and fee  disbursement of $30,000 to 
Ahtna and CNC Corporations.

j 1993 •Contract changed with corporations receiving $30,000 ($20,000 for access, $2,000 for trash, and $8,000 
for campground maintenance.)

1994 •Contract changed so that CNC received 50% of actual fees collected, Ahtna Corporation received 40%, and 
the state received 10% for administration.

| 1998 *1994 Contract expires. Negotiations begin with Corporations expressing interest in fee increase as
fishery gains popularity as number of permits increase. '

1999 *One year agreement signed. Terms and conditions similar to 1994 contract - fee remained the same, 
a short time line before the fishing season began.
’ Fish Board changes designation to a subsistence fishery.

2000
1

'March - Agreement between Fish & Game and Corporations is signed. Terms include a fee increase to 
I25, with dispersment o f the fees the same and additional services provided.
his agreement is contingent upon passage of SB 301 or HB 442 to amend AS 16.05.340 (a) (22). ! 
he legislation would change the name of the permit to "Chitina dip net fish ing perm it" and would 
hange the fee to $25 (the fee agreed upon by the DF&G and the Corporations.)
nformation from 1992 - 2000 prepared ty  Department of Fish and Game - March 31, 2000.
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M a s k s  l o t d a a r  e i u n c i i
PO Box 73902 

Fairbanks, AK 99707-3902 
Tel./FAX: (907) 455-4AOC (4262) 

outdoor@polarnet. com

April 3, 2000

The Honorable Rick HaJford,Chair 
Senate Resources Committee 
Alaska I  «-ysia(ure 
Juneau, r\K 99801

Dear Senator Halford:

The Alaska Outdoor Cou ncil strongly supports SB 301. We respectfully request that your 
committee pass the bill as soon as possible. We recommend one amendment below.

The Council recommends that SB 301 be amended to waive the permit fee for Alaskans who 
qualify for the Permanent Identification Card and thereby are not required to buy fishing hunting, 
or trapping licenses. We have heard this recommendation from several people who observed that 
otherwise the Card holders will actually have to pay more under the new rules than previously, 
while regular license holders would no., because a sport fishing license is no longer required for 
the dipnet fishery.

The Council very much appreciates the efforts o f the Dept.of Fish and Game, Ahtna and Chitina 
corporations, Chitina Dipnetters Association, Senate Finance Committee, and Senator Wilken's 
office in working out an agreement on theChitina dipnet permit fee and getting the bill underway. 
We trust that the Legislature will pass SB3C* so that the public will be able to participate in the 
dipnet fishery this season under a solid agreement.
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a  g o o d  d e a l
• . * •

For what it'c worth, here are 
my two cents on the increased fee 
for the Chitina dipnet fishery on 
the Copper River.
' Assuming the Alaska Legisla­
ture approves it, which it is ex­
pected to do this week, the fee 
will be raised from $10 to $25 
this year as a result of a new con­
tract negotiated by the Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
with the Ahtna and Chitina Na­
tive corporations.

Tim 
Mowry

Most of the fee—$18—goea to 
the two Native corporations in 
the form of a “ trespass fee," 
which basically means dipnetters 
won’t get arrested if they dipnet 
on Native land, something a good 
number of them do.

The other goea to Fish and
Game to iasu the permits and 
contract out collection of garbage 
and sanitation.

There’s no doubt the 'Native 
corporations are going to collect a 
good chunk of change through 
Die deal. Fish and Game has is­
sued more than 10,000 permits 
each of the last two years. That 
translates to almost $200,000 for 
the Native corporations.

What do dipnetters get out nf 
the deal7

Not much, to be ho/est There 
will be a few more >age cans 
and portable toilets at places like 
O'Brien and Holey creeks, and 
they sill probably be serviced a 
little better than they have been 
in the past. You’ll probably see a 
few more signa.'too, telling you 
not to cut wood and where you . 
can and can’t go. • .

You won't get any.more'fiah.' 
The road will probably be just as 
tough as it always has. The wind 
will atill blow like crazy and fill 
everything with glacier dust ■

But if you ask me, $25 is still a 
pretty good price for 30 of the 
world’s finest tasting salmon. * - 

If you come homp with, 100 : 
pounds of salmon, that’s $.25 a 
pound. Last time 1 checked the 
seafood departm mt in the super­
market, free1- sockeye salmon 
was going fr *7.99 a pound. .._

19J3, but the number of dipnst- 
ters at Chitina has more than 
tripled since then. Hat trans­
lates into three times the amount 
of traffic, garbage and human 
waste. Men people means more 
erosion on the trails they have 
carved oat leading down to the 
river.

Let’s face it, times are 
changing and this is a sign of the 
times. Native corporations have 
realized there is money. to be 
made by charging trespass fees to 
hunters and fishermen under the 
guise of “protecting our rights as 
landowners," as Native corpora­
tions like to put i t  •

Go king salmon Sailing on the 
fQutina River and dunces are 
you will have to pay a trespass 
fee. The same is true on ports of 
the Guikana River.

Like it or not that’s the way 
things go these days. It’s no dif­
ferent than going to a profes­
sional baseball or football game 
in the Lower 48 and seeing 
people rent out parking spots on 
their front lawn foe $5 or $10.
They’re just trying to make a 
quick buck like everyone else in 
tne world today.

Also, let’s not kid ourselves 
into thinking this is a subsistence 
fishery, even if the Alaska Board 
of Fisheries did designate it as 
such in its December meeting in 
Valdez, a. decision, by the way, 
which is currently being reviewed 
by the Fish Board 
.' I would wager to say that 98 
percent of the people I see at'

■ Chitina ore not living a subsis- 
,tence lifestyle. If they , are, I 
would like to find out. how they 
can afford to drive new, four-
■ wheel-drive pickup trucks to 
Chitina and pull 24-foot river-

; boats behind them while - main-'‘
; taining a subsistence lifestyle?1 I'll bet most of, those dipneU 
k ters go home and store their fish 
tin a freezer, too, rather than 
-• splitting it and hanging if to dry 
iron wooden r̂ cka. If they amoka >
:.it, they probably d i so with a .
‘kmokar and wood chips they 
1 bought at a ,local department o r':
.̂hardwarestore.. ... 

p .  That's subsistence? "v ^  v 
Also,- why. tha heck are therei 

guides shuttling dipnetters hackr’~>
Se»M6wWY,PnnMf 

T - Z Z v i n t . .  - « not. - - a  r  ,v
, Those opposed to tha $16 Inand forth for $50 a wtupk if it's a 

subsistence fishery? Since wium • ahotilj  ^
^ m p ] * ^  a guide par* of sub-,/ ^  :tha ekjTOcketiDg%prkm 0

m i * k. ~ t i  I  ~ *** 111811 ***” nwaaaing «*' o t t ^ I t  should also bej noted that,,dipnet permit After-all, t.Uu 
because it has been designated a , current price 6f.about, $u60t 
subsistence fuhery. a s p o r t ^ ^  ft wiU coet about $15 
fishing license won t be required . * more to drive to Chitina .this year
i s L \ S s l J s r i i . A s s i . ^  m u *  • * « £

CoivcpUynevits pf...

V V L l b / . t / i
.‘ len .a inr. VVCCf I nirhduk*/.

io get a dipnet penrit. a sport e |
fiahing.Uwnse costs $16, w h i ^ WMgtaWd$1.20n|d]on.-': 
mean, dipnetters have redly - ^  io m e th ln g ^g k i
been paying $25 for permits for
the last seven years, though the • .
majority of dipnetters who go to - C ju*./ull
Clutina buy a fishing license re- Coppw f*vw igttn i t *  yvar to toaop up 
gardlesa of whether they go dip- NsWndMbnan.



SB 301 Sum m ary

Background  on C h itin a  f is h e ry

• The Chitina fishery is one of tht largest in the state. Over 10,000 household 
permits are issued each year, with approximately 20,000 - 30,000 Alaskan 
residents participating. Approximately 118,000 salmon are harvested.

e In Dec. 1999, the Alaska Board of Fisheries reclassified the Chitina Personal 
Use fishery to a Subsistence fishery. The designation of the dip net fishery as 
subsistence will have little impact on the way the fishery is m anaged and has 
little to do w ith the need to secure public access and provide services.

• Regulations governing the Chitina Fishery require people to ha' re a perm it 
issued by the Departm ent in their possession. This perm it serves as the 
harvest record.

• AS 10.05.340 (a) (22) sets a fee for a "Chitina Personal Use Dip net Permit" at 
$10. This fee has been in place since 1990. (There is a chronological history of 
the fishery in bill packets.) Proceeds from this fee go the fish and game fund 
and have been used to pay Chitina & Ahtna Native Corporations for access 
across their lands and for outhouse and garbage services. An agreem ent 
between the Departm ent of Fish and Game and the Corporations determines 
the percentage distribution and services.

W hat does SB 301 Do?

• SB 301 amends the existing statute by renam ing the "Chitina Personal Use 
Salmon Dip net fishing Permit" to "Chitina Dip net fishing Permit", and 
increase the perm it fee from $10 to $25.

• It changes the name of the perm it to remc' re the words "personal use", as it is 
no longer a "personal use" fishery.

• It changes the fee to coincide w ith the new agreement reached betw een the 
Corporations and the Department of Fish and Game.

• This new agreem ent is intended to provide for m axim um  legal public acc 
to the dip net fishery while minimizing conflicts between the private

W hat are the effects to  d ip  riettete?

• In 2000, dip netters will pay $25 for their permit. Since the fishery is now 
designated a subsistence fishery there is no requirem ent for a sport-fishing 
license to fish there. In 1999, people were required to have a $15 sport fishing 
license and the $10 Chitina permit, for a total expense of $25. U nder this plan, 
only the proposed $25 Chitina perm it will be required.



• Since the Chitina permit is a household permit, families could save under this 
plan. For example a family of two adults paid a total of $40 last year, this 
year it will only be $25.

• Services will be significantly increased and improved over past years.
• Access to the Native lands is more identified than in previous agreements.
• The process of obtaining the permit will be available from Departm ent offices 

in Anchorage, Palmer, Fairbanks, Glennallen and Chitina. This will allow 
better sendee to the public, making it easier and faster to obtain the permit, 
and decreasing the management costs to the Departm ent of Fish & Game.

W hat happens w ith  no  SB 301?

• W ithout a change in the name of the permit, the Departm ent is unable to 
collect a fee for the permit, because it is not a personal use fishery.

• W ithout the perm it fee or other provisions, funding for services and access 
would be unavailable.

• It is uncertain w hat the Corporations would do w ith regard to affecting 
access to the river, but families going to Chitina this sum m er could be faced 
with the potential for conflict.
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W hat are the  terms o f the agreement?

~............  In iteut bill p a c k e d -
• An agreement of exactly this kind has 1 0 a i

1998 and was renewed for one year for d  oL̂ PP^
agreem ent covers the 2000 season.

• Dip netters will have access to all Nath 
the Copper River from O'Brien Creek t  Y 3  ;AGS£C.l0.'P£h
expansion of lands since previous agre i „ r~ ,-L
cam pgrounds at Haley Creek and O’Br A '$'&• r*--1 ■ > b b /V k..- '

• Services under the 2000 agreement will u \ U  Ĉ T/TUTF Vi'tO
to the growth of the fishery. *

• The $25 fee will be distributed accordir qJ  o 0  S
• $5 to Fish and Game for sanitation <
• Remaining $20 is split between Aht 

the Department (10%) for administi

W ho ow ns the land  at C h itina?

• In 1992, the Alaska Superior Court gave a partial sum rr iry  judgem ent in 
favor to the State of Alaska.

• This judgem ent recognized the 300' right of way and dismissed all prior 
claims against the state for trespass.
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