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(Thousands of Dollars)
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Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
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Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
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Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This legislation proposes to change the definition of "school year" and will have no financial impact to the 
ASLC.

Prepared by: 
Division

Donna Mayfield, Exec. Asst. Phone 465-6740

Approved by: 
Agency
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f a°e Barrans, Exec. Director

Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education

Date/Time 3/20/00 4:28 PM 
Date 3/20/2000
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CS FO R  SENATE BILL NO. 275(HES)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-FIRST LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered: 3/24/00
Referred: Finance

Sponsors): SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

A BILL

FO R AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "A n A ct relating to the school year for purposes of the postsecondary student

2 loan program ; and providing for an  effective date,"

3 BE IT  ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE OF TH E STATE O F ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 14.43.160(5) is imended to read:

5 (5) "scho year" means an academ ic [THE] period th a t is a

6 minimum of 30 weeks of instructional time that begins between [FROM]

7 September 1 of one year and [THROUGH] August 31 of the following year;

8 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect September 1, 2000.

SB0275B -1- '—  CSSB 275(HES)
N e w  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [D E L E T E D  T E X T  B R A C K E T E D ]



Sponsor S tatem ent, SB 275

Currently subsection (5) of Section 160 (“Definitions”) of AS 14.43 reads: “school 
year” means the period from September 1 of one year through August 31 of the 
following year;”

The bill would amend the definition to read: “school year” means an academic 
period that is a minimum of 30 weeks of instructional time that begins between 
September 1 of one year and August 31 of the following year;

The current definition of “school year” assumes an agricultural society, such as 
existed when public education in America began in earnest in the 1820’s and 1830’s. 
Then the vast majority, perhaps 85 to 90 percent, of Americans lived on family 
farms. The school year was designed to begin after fall har est and end before 
spring planting.

Today hardly more than one- percent of our population Kves on family farms. That 
school calendar is obsolete, especially for higher education in urban America.

The U. S. Department o '' ’ nation defines an academic year as thirty weeks of 
instruction, and virtual nil colleges and universities follow that pattern, either 
offering two fifteen-wn semesters or three ten-week quarters. However most 
continue to use the “agri ’tture” calendar, making it difficult to offer a fast-track 
program for nrban individuals who want to get on with their education in a 
vigorous fashion. Yet the U. S. Department of Education will offer a full loan to a 
full-time student who completes successfully a thirty-week academic year., and will 
offer another loan as soon as that student begins another similar period of full-time 
study.

Charter College, in Anch<" rage, has experimented with offering five ten-week 
quarters in one calendar year or one and two-thirds r.cademic years in one calendar 
year. That has proven popular because it permits a student, intent upon serious and 
vigorous approach to education, to complete a two-year associate degree in just 
fifteen months. Charter is now in the planning stage of four-year bachelor degree 
programs, which will permit ambitious and hard-working students to complete their 
degrees in as little as thirty consecutive months. But unlike students in other 
programs following the slower and more traditional calendar, they cannot now get 
four state loans for their degrees, given the current definition jf  a school year. They 
deserve the option of taking on the challenge of a fast-track baccalaureate degree. 
Under that circumstance, the sum total of their loans for their education will be no 
more than that for their counterparts following traditional calendars. However, the 
cost of t' eir education will have been rednced because they will have yielded less 
foregone income during their college years when they were in no position to hold 
full-time jobs.
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There will be no additional cost to the state or to the loan program as a result of this 
redefinition.
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Senate Allows Year-Round Students 
to Receive Education Loans

(Juneau) The Alaska Senate unanimously passed legislation Thursday that makes financing a college education 
easier for Alaskan students. Senate Bill 275, sponsored by the Senate Health, Education and Social Services 
Committee, changes the definition of an academic year for the purpose of the Alaska Post Secondary Loan 
Program.

The Alaska Post Secondary Loan Program limits the student loans that an individual may take within an 
academic year. Under current statutes, an academic school year is defined as the period from September 1 of 
one year through August 31 of the following year. SB 275 would change the definition to “a minimum of 30 
weeks of instructional time that begins between September 1 of one year and August 31 of the following year.”

This change allows students who complete one year’s worth of study and begin a second within a calendar year 
to be able to receive student loans for all of their studies. It also makes the state definition conform with the 
U.S. Department of Education definition of an academic year.

“An academic year that begins in the fall and ends in the spring worked well when the United States was 
primarily an agricultural society, when students needed to be free in the summer to work on a farm,” said 
Senator Mike Miller, Chair of the Health, Education and Social Services Committee. “Most students no longer 
have that obligation, and some colleges and universities are re-designing their academic calendars to 
accommodate students who prefer to accelerate their academic progress, becoming wage-eamers in the shortest 
time possible. SB 275 allows them to do this, without unfairly limiting their financial aid.”

SB 275 moves to the House for consideration.

U # #
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1:33 p.m.
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S e n a t o r  M i k e  M i l l e r ,  C h a i r m a n  
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S e n a t o r  D r u e  P e a r c e  
S e n a t o r  K i m  E l t o n

MEMBERS ABSENT

S e n a t o r  P e t e  K e l l y ,  V i c e - C h a i r m a n  

COMMITTEE CALENDAR 

SENATE B I L L  NO. 2 6 1
"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  n e e d l e  s t i c k  a n d  s h a r p s  i n j u r y  p r o t e c t i o n s  a n d  
t h e  u s e  o f  s a f e  n e e d l e s  b y  h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  h e a l t h  c a r e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

-MOVED CSSB 2 6 1 (HES) OUT OF COMMITTEE

SENATE B I L L  NO. 2 7 5
"An  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s c h o v  . y e a r  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  

p o s t s e c o n d a r y  s t u d e n t  l o a n  p r o g r a m ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e . "

-MOVED CSSB 2 7 5 (HES) OUT OF COMMITTEE

PREVIOUS SENATE COMMITTEE ACTION

SB 2 6 1  -  S e e  HESS m i n u t e s  d a t e d  3 / 8 / 0 0 .

SB 2 7 5  -  No  p r e v i o u s  a c t i o n  t o  r e p o r t .

W ITNESS REG ISTER

M s .  W a n d a  K a t i s z k i  
A l a s k a  N u r s e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
2 3 7  E 3 r d
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 1
PO SIT IO N  STATEMENT: S u p p o r t s  SB 2 6 1

M s . D o n n a  T h o m p s o n  
No  A d d r e s s  P r o v i d e d
PO SIT IO N  STATEMENT: S u p p o r t s  SB 2 6 1

M r .  C l e  W a d e

SENATE HES -  1 - 0 3 / 2 0 / 0 0



t h e  v a c c i n a t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  w o r k e r s  w a s  n o t  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  t i t l e  
o f  t h e  b i l l  s o  A m e n d m e n t  3 a d d s  a  s h o r t  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  t i t l e  a n d  
b e t t e r  d e f i n e s  t h e  l a n g u a g e .

SENATOR ELTON m o v e d  t o  a d o p t  A m e n d m e n t  3 w h i c h  r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s .

A M E N D M E N T  3

OFFERED I N  THE SENATE BY SENATOR ELTON
T O :  SB 2 6 1

P a g e  1 ,  l i n e  2 ,  f o l l o w i n g  "
I n s e r t  " r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  v a c c i n a t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  w o r k e r s  

a g a i n s t  d i s e a s e s  t r a n s m i t t e d  b y  b l o o d  b o r n e  p a t h o g e n s ; "

P a g e  3 ,  l i n e  2 4 :
D e l e t e  " i n c r e a s e  v a c c i n a t i o n s "
I n s e r t  " e n c o u r a g e  t h e  v a c c i n a t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  c a r e  w o r k e r s  

a g a i n s t  d i s e a s e s  t r a n s m i t t e d  b y  b l o o d  b o r n e  p a t h o g e n s "

T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  CHAIRMAN M IL L E R  a n n o u n c e d  A m e n d m e n t  3 w a s  
a d o p t e d .

SENATOR ELTON m o v e d  SB 2 6 1  a s  a m e n d e d  w i t h  t h e  a t t a c h e d  a n d  
h o p e f u l l y  c h a n g i n g  f i s c a l  n o t e .  T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  CSSB 2 6 1  
(HES)  m o v e d  f r o m  c o m m i t t e e .  \
#

# S B  2 7 5
SB 275-POSTSECONDARY LOAN PROGRAM: SCHOOL YR

CHAIRMAN MILLER n o t e d  do  2 7 5  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  HESS 
C o m m i t t e e .  T h e  b i l l  c h a n g e s  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  t o  
p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t  l o a n s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l s  t h a t  o f f e r  a  
t w o  y e a r  d e g r e e  w i t h i n  a  15  m o n t h  t i m e  p e r i o d .  C h a r t e r  C o l l e g e

p r o g r a m  c h a t  a  s t u d e n t  c o u l d  e a r n  i n  2 Vi y e a r s .  S 3  2 7 5  c h a n g e s  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  l o a n s  b e  g r a n t e d  o n l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s c h o o l  y e a r .

MR. M IL T  BYRD, P r e s i d e n t  o f  C h a r t e r  C o l l e g e  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  ( A C P E ) , e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
t h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a  s c h o o l  y e a r  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  
H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a v e  o f f e r e d  t w o  s e m e s t e r s  
o f  15  w e e k s  e a c h  o r  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  o f  t e n  w e e k s  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  3 0  
w e e k s  f o r  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r .  L a n g u a g e  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e

SENATE HES -  12 - 0 3 / 2 0 / 0 0



a s s u m e s  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  g o  t o  s c h o o l  f o r  n i n e  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  y e a r  
t o  a c h i e v e  30  w e e k s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  O n e  c a n  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a  f a s t  
t r a c k  p r o g r a m  w h e r e b y  t h e  3 0  w e e k  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  y e a r  c a n  b e  o f f e r e d  
i n  a b o u t  Vh m o n t h s .  T h a t  p e r m i t s  a  s t u d e n t  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  f o u r  y e a r  
d e g r e e  i n  30  m o n t h s  o r  2 Vi y e a r s .  C h a r t e r  C o l l e g e  u s e s  t h a t  
s t r u c t u r e .  C u r r e n t l y ,  i t  o f f e r s  a  t w o - y e a r  d e g r e e  a n d  p l a n s  t o  
d e v e l o p  i n t o  a  f o u r  y e a r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  C h a r t e r  C o l l e g e  i s  c o n c e r n e d  
t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  n e e d  t o  p a y  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  t u i t i o n  f o r  t h e  f a s t  
t r a c k  p r o g r a m  b u t  w i l l  b e  u n a b l e  t o  g e t  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  l o a n s .  T h e  
m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  w i l l  s i m p l y  p r o v i d e  t h a t  a  3 0  
w e e k  p e r i o d  o f  a c a d e m i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  f u l l  y e a r  a n d  
p r o v i d e s  f o r  o n e  f u l l  l o a n .

MR. BYRD s a i d  t h e  H o u s e  c o m p a n i o n  b i l l  w a s  s l i g h t l y  m o d i f i e d .  T h e  
w o r d  " o c c u r s "  w a s  c h a n g e d  t o  " b e g i n s "  o n  p a g e  1 ,  l i n e  6 ,  t o  a l l o w  
s t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  o n  a  f a s t  t r a c k  p r o g r a m  t o  a p p l y  f o r  t w o  l o a n s  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  S e p t e m b e r  1 t o  A u g u s t  3 1 .  T h a t  c h a n g e  w a s  
a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  P o s t s e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  a t  i t s  
m e e t i n g  l a s t  T h u r s d a y .

SENATOR ELTON a s k e d ,  i f  t h e  w o r d  " b e g i n r " i s  u s e d ,  w h y  t h e  d a t e s  o f  
S e p t e m b e r  1 a n d  A u g u s t  3 1  a r e  n e c e s s a r y .  He a s k e d  i f  t h e  b i l l  
c o u l d  s a y  t h a t  a  s c h o o l  y e a r  m e a n s  a n  a c a d e m i c  p e r i o d  t h a t  i s  a  
m i n i m u m  o f  3 0  w e e k s  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  t i m e .

MR. BYRD r e p l i e d  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  f i n e  f r o m  h i s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  b u t  
ACPE s t a f f  i s  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  l o a n  y e a r  b e  p a r t  o f  
t h e  r e c o r d  f o r  r e a s o n s  u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c h a n g e .

MS. DIANE BARRANS, E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  
P o s t s e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n ,  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h e  e n d o r s e m e n t  
t a k e n  b y  t h e  ACPE t h e  p r e v i o u s  w e e k .  I n  r e g a r d  t o  S e n a t o r  E l t o n ' s  
q u e s t i o n ,  s h e  s a i d  t h e  t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  e a c h  s c h o o l  y e a r  
a r e  s e t  a n d  d i s c l o s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  A l a s k a  S t u d e n t  L o a n  C o r p o r a t i o n ' s  
o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  t r a c k  t h o s e  t e r m s  a n d  
c o n d i t i o n s  f r o m  o n e  y e a r  t o  t h e  n e x t ,  a  t i m e  p e r i o d  i s  s e t  t h a t  
*-u 1 - — ” 1 •• ^ r e ? . s o n  t h e  d a t e s  a ,' ia — - — c c  ^ —

T h e r e  b e i n g  r .o  f u r t h e r  t e s t i m o n y  o n  SB 2 7 5 .  CHAIRMAN M IL LER m o v e d  
t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  w o r d  " o c c u r s "  w i t h  " b e g i n s "  o n  p a g e  1 ,  l i n e  6 .  
T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  t h e  m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .

SENATOR WILKEN m o v e c  CSSB 2 7 5 (HES)  f r o m  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  i t s  z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e .  T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  
o b j e c t i o n ,  i t  w a s  s o  o r d e r e d .  CHAIRMAN MILLER n o t e d  t h e  b i l l  h a s  
n o  f i s c a l  n o t e .

MS.  BARRANS t o l d  c-_.r_~.itz e e  m e m b e r s  t h e  b i l l  h a s  r .o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t
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b u t  t h a t  s h e  w o u i d  p r o v i d e  a  z e r o  t i s c a i  n o t 13 f o r  t h e  n e x t  
c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e f e r r a l .

T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  f u r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  t o  c o m e  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  
CHAIRMAN MILLER a d j o u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  2 : 2 0  D . m.
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