




TE ST IM O N Y  

MOUSE FIN A N C E C O M M IT T E E  

I-IB 98 

M arch 2 4 ,2 0 0 0

B y D on Shircel, Tanana Chiefs Conference/ Director o f  Fam ily  Services

Mr. C h a irm an  ... Comm ittee members. M y nam e is D on Shircel. I have been the D irector  o f  

T C C ’s F am ily  Services for the past sixteen (16) years. I hold  a M aster o f  Science degree in 

Behavioral Disabilities and administer approximately  $8 m illion o f  the total ,  35 m illion  dollar 

T C C  annual budget o f  state and federal health and social service programs.

As a social service professional and program  planner, I strongly support H B 98. In a  state, o f  our 

unique size, it makes a  lot o f  sense to regionally design and administer tem porary  assistance 

program m ing. H B 98 is consistent with the sam e rationale from  which state and federal W elfare 

R eform  em erged. Programs closest to the people are m ore responsive, relevant, effective and 

efficient than large centrally operated “one size fists all” program s planned and adm inistered 

outside the community.

This Janu ary  w e com pleted  our first year o f  operating  bf^a Regional Native Family A ssistance 

pilot p rogram . W hile it is still too early to fully access the overall success o f  the project, som e o f  

the p re lim inary  statistics indicate that w e ’re headed in the r ight direction.

In Janu ary  o f  1999 when the state fully transitioned the program  to T C C  there were 440  cases. 

This January , a year later, our monthly caseload w as 356 families. Like the sta te’s tem porary  

assistance p rogram  our m onthly  caseload is the lowest i t ’s been in the past three years. Villages 

in the in terior feel w e ’re headed in the right direction. O u r  prelim inary statistics also indicate 

that m ore  N a tive  families receiving temporary assistance -  particularly those who live in rural 

com m unities  o f  the interior - are working for the check  they receive. Village leaders feel really 

good about that.



A la sk a ’s rural com m unities through their Regional N on-profit  Corporations have been designing 

p rogram s to better fit the needs o f  their families. M an y  have also been developing  local and 

regional infrastructures that now  rival the s ta te’s capacity  to provide a com parable level o f  local 

service delivery, especially  in rural rem ote  areas.

V illages in the T C C  service area feel good  about our  partnership with the state on this p ilo t  

p ro jec t -  b u t  they feel that they could  do m ore and  get a still bigger bang out o f  their  buck  i f  they  

w ere a llow ed  to incorporate o ther regional variations w ith in  the tem poraiy  assistance program s 

adm in istered  by the Regional non-profits. H B 98  w ould  allow  N ative family assistance program s 

the degree a flexibility needed  to do m ore w ith  the sam e program  dollar.

F o r  exam ple ; the s ta te’s p lan finances O ne Stop Centers w ith  a wide range o f  send ees  to help 

peop le  to  get o f f  o f  welfare. B u t the state plan finances such centers only  in a handful o f  

A la sk a ’s u rban  centers.

O v er  the  course o f  the first six m onths o f  the T C C  p ilo t  program  we developed a com m unity  

based  service delivery infrastructure that included 37 existing com m unity  based offices and  

assigned  s ta f f  located in one stop centers in each o f  the com m unities o f  the  service area created 

th rough  shared  funding from  state and  federal p rog ram  funds. These shared s ta f f  and facilities 

w ere  funded  through the com bined  resources o f  o ther federal program s to m in im ize  

adm inistra tive  cost and m axim ize the level o f  collaboration w ith  other support services needed  

by fam ilies seeking to enter the labor m arket. These sm all com m unity  based service centers 

serve as locally  accessible, culturally appropriate single points o f  entry for families need ing  

assistance and  also as the single points o f  contact for a  regional service providers and em ployers 

seek ing  to get inform ation  about their  services and  em ploym ent opportunities to potential clients.

T he  sm all  s ize o f  each o f  these village one stop service centers allows for personal attention, 

indiv idualized  planning, and services tailored to the needs o f  each family as well as the accurate, 

t im ely  and  ongo ing  m onitoring  o f  each c lien t’s progress. T he  TC C  Regional N ative  Fam ily  

A ssis tance program  incorporates a service delivery infrastructure in which  people are w ork ing



with p eo p le ...not paper! They  know  each o ther and regularly interact as m embers o f  the sam e 

com m unity  and work together toward a  com m on  goal to m ove on to w ork  and to be m ore  self- 

sufficient in providing for the needs o f  their  family.

U nder  H B 98  the TC C  N ative family assistance program  could impose the following standards 

not perm issib le  under current state statute. 1) All applicants would  be  required to undergo 

alcohol and  substance abuse evaluations and follow the recommendations o f  their evaluation o r  

lose a percentage o f  their benefit (for those w ho  com ply with the evaluation recom m endation  

w ithin s ix  m onths -  their benefits would  be restored and the percentage o f  their benefit w hich  

w as w ithhe ld  would be returned to them upon  successful completion o f  their treatment). W ith  the 

enabling  legislation o f  HB98 w e ’d not only  be able to provide benefits for an indigent family, 

w e ’d b e  m ore  able to assertively approach the problem  o f  alcohol and substance abuse and  even 

create b onus  incentives for parents w ho com ply  . . .  all on the same dollar.

U nder  H B 98  T C C ’s N ative Fam ily  A ssistance Program  could require all paren t’s receiving 

benefits to attend their children’s parent teacher conferences and include their children in regular 

health  screenings and im m unizations m ade  available in their community. Failure to do so w ould  

result in a small but noticeable reduction in  their benefits for that month. W ith the  enabling  

legislation o f  HB98 w e ’d be able to p rom ote  better parenting by  encouraging increased 

invo lvem ent in their ch ildren’s school w ork  and increased vigilance regarding their ch ild ren’s 

im m unization  and general health  . . .  and once again w e ’d be doing it all on the sam e dollar that 

we curren tly  receive. O u r program  cannot im pose such sanctions under current state statute.

T C C ’s original Native Fam ily  Assistance program  plan included a provision to m ore assertively 

approach the issue o f  dom estic violence. That p lan provided that in two parent households in 

w hich  dom estic  violence is a problem  -  the perpetrator would  be required to leave the hom e and 

receive counseling -  by  cou it  order i f  necessary. He/she could receive a  portion o f  the 

household  benefit only i f  they continued counseling  outside the home. Such sanctions and 

incentives (none o f  which incur any additional cost to the program) are not possible w ithou t the 

enabling legislation o f  HB98.



Ill regards to o f  w elfare and on to work, there are m any d ifferen t w ays to

accom plish  these goalsC ^here are m any good ideas in Alaska. IIB 98 sim ply  allow s these two 

realities to m erge and to  do so in each o f  the diverse regions o f  the state. “W h at w orks in 

A labam a d o e sn ’t necessarily  w ork  in  A laska— and the w ay they do it in  A nchorage d o e sn ’t

alw ays m ak e  sense  to the people in A ngoon. H B98 is about m ore local contro l and  getting  a 

b igger b an g  fo r th e  sam e buck.

V illages in  the in terior continue to support the recom m endations o f  the  A lask a  N ativ e  

C om m ission  especially  those rela ted  to local control, decreasing dependency, encourag ing  self- 

sufficiency and developing  jo b s  and local econom ies. O ur experience to date, w e feel indicates

that w e ’re  h ead ed  in th e  righ t direction. W e i  ""  ̂ “  ’ his

opportun ity  to testify.
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"An Act relating to contracts for the provision of state public assistance to certain recipients in the state; providing for 
regional public assistance plans and programs in the state; relating to grants for Alaska tribal family assistance 
programs; and providing for an effective date."
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FISC A L N O T E
STATE OF ALASKA 
2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision D ate /T im e (N o t* If correction): ___________

Titie: Native Family Assistance Programs

No:
111 Version: CSHB 9 g ( HES j 

(H) Publish Date: 3 / 3 / 0 0
D ept. A ffected: 

BRU:

Health and Social Services
Public Assistance

Component: Tribal Assistance
Sponsor:

Requestor:

Rules Committee
House (CRA)

C O M PO NEN T SERIAL NO. 2336  

See also (SN0):_____

Expenditures/Revenues:

Note: Am ounts do not include in f la t tn  unless otherwise noted below.
(Thousands o f Dollars)

O P E R A T IN G F Y 2 0 0 1 F Y 2 0 0 2 F Y 2 0 0 3 F Y 2 0 0 4 F Y 2 0 0 5 F Y 2 0 0 f

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL
CO NTRA CTU AL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES

G R AN TS, C LA IM S
M ISCELLANEOUS

0 . 0 0 .0 0 . 0 0 .0 0 . 0 i

TOTAL OPERATING 0 . 0 0 .0 0 . 0 0 . 0 0 . 0

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I

CHANGES IN REVENUES ( ) I

F U N D  S O U R C E  (Thousands o f Dollari)
1 0 0 2  Federal Receipts
1 0 0 3  GF M atch
1 0 0 4  GF
1 0 0 5  GF/Program Receipts 
1 0 3 7  G F /M ental Health  
Other (please specify)

0 . 0 0 .0 0 . 0 0 .0 0 . 0
■

0 . 0 0 .0 0 . 0 0 .0 0 . 0

TO TAL 0 . 0 0 .0 0 . 0 0 .0 0 . 0

Estimate of any current year (F Y 2 0 0 0 ) cost: 

P O S IT IO N S :

$ 0 .0

FULL-TIME
PART-TIM E
TEMPORARY

A N A L Y S IS : (A tta ch  a separate pac|e if necessaryi

Under federal law, 12 Alaska Native regional non-profit:; and the village of MetJakatla are authorized to receive federal funds for the 
administration of tribal family assistance programs. This legislation provides appropriations, in addition to the federal funds, fo r the 
operation of tribal family assistance programs. Tribal family assistance programs will provide temporary assistance and supportive 
services to recipients living in regions served by the regional non-profits and the village of MetlakatJa. The legislation also provides for t 
approval of regional public assistance programs, serving both Native and non-Native families, designed to achieve administrative effici 
and cost effectiveness.

Passage of this legislation will have profound impacts both on the delivery of temporary assistance and supportive services to needy 
Alaskan Natives and others served by regional assistance programs and on general DPA operations. (Continued)

Prepared by:
Division:

Jim  Nordli 
Publij

Approved by Commissioner: 
Agency:

Phone: 465-2680 
Date/Time: 2/7/00 2:08 PM

Date: 2/7/2000
Department of Health & Social Services

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 
/■V/-M i l  j i - r - T - i - i -  .  For fu rthe r d istribution Information, coll the G overnor'* leg is lo live  Office
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Title: N ativ e  Fam ily Assistance P ro g ram s
Bill N o .: • C SH B  98 (CRA )
S ponsor: R ules Com m ittee

Analysis C on tinued

E ffec ts will be felt in various areas o f  D P  A  program  adm inistration and operation. Fiscal 
im pacts, how ever, are contingent u po n  w hich organizations actually pursue 
im plem entation  o f  N ative assistance p rog ram s and the approval o f  regional public 
assistance program s.

A  new  co m po n en t has been  added to  th e  D P A  budget th a t will accom m odate  the  inclusion 
o f  N a tiv e  fam ily assistance program s and regional assistance p rogram s in th e  agency  s 
p lanning p rocess. In th e  future, agency b u d g et requests will reflect th e  financial im pact 
resulting  from  th e  developm ent and im plem entation o f  these program s.



FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA BELL NO. CS HB 98 (HESS)
2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction) _______________________Dept. Affect* Department of Revenue___________
Title Public Assistance:_________________ BRU Child Support Enforcement Division

Programs/Grants/Contracts_________ Component Child Support Enforcement Division
Sponsor Rules Committee__________________  ________________________________
Requester Finance Committee________________ Component I 111

E x p e n d itu re s /R e ve n u e s_________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)__________________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE_______________________    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost: 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page il necessary)
The Child Support Enforcement Division receives incentive funding from the federal government based on the 
agency's collections in public assistance cases. That incentive funding covers about 15% of the child support 
agency's annual operating budget, reducing the need for state funds. The original version of this legislation 
would have resulted in reduced federal incentive funding as public assistance collections were converted to 
tribal assistance collections -  which are not eligible for incentive funding to the states. However, a new 
federal funding formula that started phasing in for FY2000 depends less on public assistance collections and 
more on the child support agency's general performance. Therefore, we expect this legislation will not 
materially affect incentive funding for FY2001 and 2002.

Prepared by: Barbara Miklos, Director________________________ Phone_______________
Division Child Support Enforcement Division Date/Time 3/22/00 2:08 PM

Approved by Commissioner Wilson L. Condon 1 /  f  / '  ________ Date 03/23/2000
Agency Revenue ( ^

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR’S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution Information, call the Governor’s Legislative Office

iRbv 10*09) 2000tntomi • 'a/OWB PaOe 1____ Of
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B y D on  Shircel, T anana Chiefs C onference/ D irecto r o f  F am ily  Services

M r. C hairm an  ... C om m ittee m em bers. M y nam e is D on  Shircel. I have been  the D irector o f  

T C C ’s F am ily  Services fo r the past sixteen (16) years. I ho ld  a M aster o f  Science degree in 

B ehavio ral D isab ilities and  adm inister approxim ately  $8 m illion  o f  the total $55 m illion  dollar 

T C C  annual budget o f  sta te  and federal health and social service program s.

A s a socia l serv ice p rofessional and program  planner, I  strongly  support HB 98. In a state, o f  our 

un ique size, it m akes a  lo t o f  sense to reg ionally  design  and adm inister tem porary  assistance 

p rogram m ing . H B  98 is consisten t w ith  the sam e rationale  from  w hich state and federal W elfare 

R eform  em erged. P rogram s closest to the people are m ore  responsive, relevant, effective and 

effic ien t than  large centra lly  operated  “one size fists a ll” p rogram s planned and  adm inistered  

outside the com m unity .

This Janu ary  w e com pleted  our first year o f  operating  o f  a R egional N ative F am ily  A ssistance 

p ilo t program . W hile it is still too early to fu lly  access the  overall success o f  the project, som e o f  

the p re lim in ary  sta tistics indicate that w e’re headed  in the  righ t direction.

In January  o f  1999 w hen  the state fully transitioned  the p rogram  to T C C  there w ere 440  cases. 

This January , a y ear later, our m onthly caseload w as 356  fam ilies. L ike the s ta te ’s tem porary  

assistance p rog ram  o ur m onth ly  caseload is the low est i t ’s been  in the past three years. V illages 

in the in te rio r feel w e ’re  headed in the right direction. O ur prelim inary  statistics also  indicate 

that m ore N a tiv e  fam ilies receiv ing tem porary assistance -  particularly  those w ho live in rural 

com m unities o f  the in te rio r - are w orking for the check  they  receive. V illage leaders feel really  

good about that.



A lask a’s ru ral com m unities through their R egional N on-profit Corporations have been design ing  

program s to  better fit the needs o f  th e ir fam ilies. M any  have also been developing  local and 

reg ional in frastructu res tha t now  rival the s ta te ’s capacity  to provide a  com parable level o f  local 

service delivery , especially  in ru ral rem ote areas.

V illages in the T C C  service area feel good  about o u r partnersh ip  w ith the state on th is p ilo t 

p ro ject -  b u t th ey  feel that they could do m ore and  get a  still b igger bang out o f  their b u ck  i f  they 

w ere allow ed  to incorporate o ther reg ional variations w ith in  the tem porary  assistance program s 

adm in istered  by  the R egional non-profits. H B 98 w ou ld  allow  N ative fam ily  assistance program s 

the degree a  flex ib ility  needed  to do m ore w ith  the  sam e p rogram  dollar.

F o r exam ple; th e  s ta te’s p lan  finances O ne S top C enters w ith  a w ide range o f  services to help  

people to g et o f f  o f  w elfare. B ut the sta te  p lan  finances such centers only  in a h andfu l o f  

A la sk a’s u rban  centers.

O ver th e  co u rse  o f  the first six  m onths o f  the T C C  p ilo t program  w e developed a com m unity  

b >ed serv ice  delivery  in frastructure that included  37 ex isting  com m unity  based  offices and 

assigned  s ta f f  located  in one stop centers in each o f  the com m unities o f  the service area created  

through shared  funding from  state and federal p rogram  funds. T hese shared s ta ff  and facilities 

w ere fu nd ed  through the com bined  resources o f  o ther federal program s to m in im ize 

adm in istra tiv e  cost and m ax im ize the level o f  co llaboration  w ith o ther support services needed 

by  fam ilies seek ing  to en ter the labor m arket. T hese sm all com m unity  based serv ice centers 

serve as locally  accessib le, cu ltu ra lly  appropriate  s in g le  points o f  entry fo r fam ilies need ing  

assistance and  also  as the sing le poin ts o f  co n tact fo r a reg ional service providers and em ployers 

seek ing  to g e t in form ation  about their services and  em ploym ent opportunities to potential clients.

T h e  sm all s ize  o f  each o f  these v illage one stop  serv ice centers allow s for personal atten tion , 

ind iv idualized  p lanning, and services tailo red  to the needs o f  each fam ily as w ell as the accurate, 

tim ely  and ong o ing  m onitoring  o f  each c lien t’s p rogress. T he T C C  Regional N ative  Fam ily  

A ssistance p rog ram  incorporates a serv ice delivery  in frastructure in w hich people arc w ork ing



w ith peo p le ...not paper! They know  each other and regularly  interact as m em bers o f  the sam e 

com m unity  and w ork together tow ard a  com m on goal to m ove on to w ork  and  to be m ore self- 

sufficient in  prov id ing  fo r the needs o f  their fam ily.

U nder H B 98 the TC C  N ative fam ily assistance program  could im pose the fo llow ing  standards 

not perm issib le  under current state statute. 1) A ll applicants w ould be requ ired  to undergo 

alcohol and substance abuse evaluations and fo ilow  the recom m endations o f  their evaluation  o r 

lose a percentage o f  their benefit (fo r those w ho com ply w ith the evaluation  recom m endation  

w ithin six  m onths -  their benefits w ould  be restored  and  the percentage o f  th e ir b enefit w hich  

was w ithheld  w ould  be returned to  them  upon  successful com pletion o f  their treatm ent). W ith  the 

enabling  legislation  o f  HB98 w e ’d not o n ly  be able to provide benefits fo r an ind igen t fam ily, 

w e’d be m ore able to assertively  approach the problem  o f  alcohol and substance abuse and  even 

create bonus incentives for parents w ho com ply  . . .  all on the sam e dollar.

U nder H B 98 T C C ’s N ative Fam ily A ssistance P rogram  could require all p a ren t’s receiv ing  

benefits to attend  their ch ild ren ’s paren t teacher conferences and include their ch ildren  in regu lar 

health  screenings and im m unizations m ade available in their com m unity. Failure to do so w ould  

result in a sm all but noticeable reduction  in their benefits for that m onth. W ith th e  enabling  

legislation o f  H B98 w e ’d be able to p rom ote better parenting  by encourag ing  increased 

involvem ent in their ch ild ren ’s school w ork  and increased vigilance regard ing  their ch ild ren ’s 

im m unization  and general health  .. .  and once again w e ’d be doing it all on the sam e d o llar that 

w e curren tly  receive. O ur program  cannot im pose such sanctions under curren t sta te  statu te.

T C C ’s original N ative Fam ily  A ssistance program  plan  included a prov ision  to m ore assertively  

approach the issue o f  dom estic violence. T hat p lan  provided that in  tw o p aren t househo lds in 

w hich dom estic  violence is a p roblem  — the perpetra to r w ould be required to leave the hom e and 

receive counseling  -  by  court order i f  necessary. H e/she could receive a po rtio n  o f  the 

household  benefit only i f  they  continued  counseling  outside the hom e. Such sanctions and 

incentives (none o f  w hich incur any additional cost to the program ) are n o t possib le w ith ou t the 

enabling  leg islation  o f  IIB 98.



In regards to getting  people o f f  o f  w elfare and on  to w ork, there are m any  d ifferen t w ays to 

accom plish  these  goals. T here are m any good ideas in A laska. HB98 sim ply  allow s these two 

realities to m erge and to do so  in each o f  the d iverse regions o f  the state. “W hat w orks in 

A labam a d o e sn ’t necessarily  w ork  in A laska— and the w ay they do it in  A nchorage d o esn ’t 

alw ays m ak e sense to the people in A ngoon. I-IB98 is about m ore local contro l and  getting  a 

b igger b an g  fo r the sam e buck.

V illages in the in terior continue to support the recom m endations o f  the A lask a  N ative 

C om m ission  especially  those related  to local control, decreasing dependency, encourag ing  self- 

su ffic iency  and  develop ing  jo b s and local econom ies. O ur experience to date, w e feel indicates 

that w e ’re  h ead ed  in the righ t d irection. W e hope you do too. T hank you fo r your tim e and  this 

opportun ity  to  testify.
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(907) 465-3500 
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

J u n e a u

F e b ru a ry  18. 1998

T h e  H o n o ra b le  B rian  P o rte r  
S p e a k e r  o f  th e  H ousf.
A la sk a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
S ta te  C a p ito l 
Ju n e a u , A K  9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2

D e a r S p e a k ^ P o r t e r :

T h e  b ill I tra n sm it to d a y  c o n tin u e s  A la sk a 's  e ffo rts  to  im p le m e n t e ffe c tiv e  an d  re s p o n s ib le  
w e lfa re  re fo rm , p a r tic u la r ly  in ru ra l a reas . T h is  b ill b u ild s  on  th e  p ro v is io n  in fed e ra l 
w e lfa re  re fo rm  law  th a t a llo w s  re g io n a l n o n -p ro f it  N a tiv e  c o rp o ra tio n s  to  d e v e lo p  an d  
im p le m e n t in d e p e n d e n t w e lfa re  p ro g ra m s  p ro m o tin g  lo ca l re s p o n s ib il i ty  fo r  p ro g ra m  
su c c e ss  b y  ty in g  p ro g ra m  a s s is ta n c e  to  lo ca l e c o n o m ic  an d  so c ia l c o n d itio n s . U n d e r  th is  
b ill, th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  H e a lth  an d  S o c ia l S e rv ice s  (D H S S ) w ill b e  a b le  to  a w a rd  gTants to  
reg io n a l N a tiv e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  o p e ra tin g  trib a l fam ily  a s s is ta n c e  p la n s  th a t  d iffe r  fro m  th e  
A la sk a  T e m p o ra ry  A s s is ta n c e  P ro g ra m  p la n  b e c a u se  th ey  a re  d e s ig n e d  to  m e e t re g io n a l 
c irc u m sta n c e s .

T h e  fed e ra l P e rso n a l R e sp o n s ib ili ty  an d  W o rk  O p p o rtu n ity  R e c o n c ilia tio n  A c t o f  1996 
p ro v id e d  th a t  sp e c if ic a lly  n a m e d  A la sk a  N a tiv e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  c o u ld  p ro p o se  to  o p e ra te  
trib a l te m p o ra ry  a s s is ta n c e  p la n s , in d e p e n d e n t o f  the  s ta te  p lan , to  se rv e  th e  A la sk a  
N a tiv e  an d  In d ia n  p o p u la tio n s  w ith in  a  sp e c if ic  g eo g ra p h ica l re g io n . A  s ta te -  an d  
fe d e ra lly -a p p ro v e d  tr ib a l fa m ily  a s s is ta n c e  p lan  w ill rec e iv e , d ire c tly  fro m  th e  fed era l 
g o v e rn m e n t, a  p o rtio n  o f  A la sk a 's  a llo c a tio n  0 . th e  T e m p o ra ry  A s s is ta n c e  fo r N e e d y  
F a m ilie s  b lo c k  g ra n t m o n e y . T h e  fed e ra l m o n ey , h o w ev e r, is o n ly  a b o u t h a l f  o f  th e  
m o n e y  th a t  h as h is to r ic a lly  b e e n  ap p ro p ria te d  to  se rv e  th is  p o p u l a tio n . T h is  b ill 
e s ta b lish e s  c le a r  s ta tu to ry  s ta n d a rd s  u n d e r  w h ic h  th e  s ta te  w o u ld  p ro v id e  g ra n ts  to  A la sk a  
N a tiv e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  w ith  fe d e ra lly -a p p ro v e d  trib a l p lan s  th a t d if fe r  fro m  th e  s ta te 's  p lan .

A s o f  O c to b e r  1, 1998, T a n a n a  C h ie f s  C o n fe re n c e , Inc. (T C C ) re c e iv e d  a p p ro v a l fro m  
the fed e ra l g o v e rn m e n t to  o p e ra te  its  o w n  tr ib a l te m p o ra ry  a s s is ta n c e  p ro g ra m  fo r n e e d y  
fam ilie s . T h e  D H S S  d e v e lo p e d  a p lan  w ith  T C C  to  s e r / e  tr ib a l p ro g ra m  re c ip ie n ts .
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U n d e r  c u r re n t s ta te  law , h o w ev e r, th e  p ro g ra m  m u s t be  id en tica l to  th e  s ta te 's  te m p o ra ly  
a s s is ta n c e  p ro g ra m . A s a  c o n seq u en ce , the s ta te  lo ses  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  t  * sh ap e  reg io n a l 
p ro g ra m s  to  m e e t re g io n a l co n d itio n s . T h is b ill w ill m ak e  it p o ss ib le  fo r  reg io n a l 
p ro g ra m s  to  b e  d e s ig n e d  to  sp e c if ic a lly  ad d ress  lo cal c irc u m stan ce s .

R e g io n a l tr ib a l p la n s  a re  ex p e c te d  to  be c u s to m  d e s ig n e d  to  m e e t th e  e c o n o m ic  c o n d itio n s  
a n d  n e e d s  o f  th e  reg io n . T h is  b ill a lso  w o u ld  a llo w  th e  D H S S  to  a d o p t a  reg io n a l p la n  fo r  
n o n -tr ib a l m e m b e rs  i f  su c h  a  p lan  a p rc a rs  m o re  su ita b le  to  a d d ress  re g io n a l c o n d itio n s . 
T h e re fo re , p ro g ra m  s ta n d a rd s  under, a  reg io n a l p lan  co u ld  d iffe r  fro m  so m e  o th e rw ise  
g e n e ra lly  a p p lic a b le  ? tan d ard s  o f  th e  s ta te 's  p lan , but w o u ld  a lw ay s  c o n ta in  sp e c if ic a lly  
id e n tif ie d  p ro g ra m  e le m e n ts .

T h is  b ill w ill  c o n tr ib u te  to  m a k in g  o u r  p u b lic  a s s is ta n c e  p ro g ra m s  m o re  e ffe c tiv e  by  
c o n s id e r in g  re g io n a l c o n d itio n s  in p lan  d e v e lo p m e n ts . I u rg e  y o u r  s u p p o rt  o f  th is  
m easu re .

S in ce re ly ,

To
G o v e rn o r
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deems nccessnry to produce statistically vnlid esti­
mates of the performance of Stole programs funded 
under this part. The Secretary may develop and imple­
ment procedures for verifying the quality of dnta 
submitted by the States.

"(2) R e p o r t  o n  u s e  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  t o  c o v e r  a d m in is ­
t r a t i v e  COSTS AND OVERHEAD.—The report required by para­
graph (1) for a fiscal quarter shall include a statement of 
the percentage of the funds paid to the State under this part
for the qunrter that are used to cover administrative costs or overhead.

“(3) R e p o r t  o n  s t a t e  e x p e n d i tu r e s  o n  p r o c r a m s  f o r  
NEEDY FAMILIES.—The report required by paragraph (1) for 
a fiscal ounrter shall include a statement of the total amount 
expendeu by the State during the quarter on programs for 
needy families.

"(4) R e p o r t  o n  n o n c u s t o d i a l  p a r e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  
WORK a c t i v i t i e s .—T h e  report required by paragraph (1) for 
a fiscal quarter shall include the number of noncustodial 
parents in the State who participated in work activities (as 

,.lo  . A defined in section 407(d)) during the quarter.
"(B) R e p o r t  o n  t r a n s i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s .—The report 

required by paragraph (1) for a fiscal quarter shnll include 
the total amount expended by the Stole during the quarter 
to provide transitional services to n family that hns ceased 
to receive assistance under this part because of employment, 
along with a description of such services.

"(6) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall prescribe such 
regulations ob may be necessary to define the dnta elements 
with respect to which reports nrc required by this subsection, 
"(b) A n n u a l  R e p o r t s  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s  d y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y . — 

Not later than 6 months alter the end of fiscal year 1997, and 
each fiscnl year thereafter, the Secretary shall transmit to the 
Congress a report describing—

“(1) whelher the States are meeting—
"(A) the participation rates described in section 407(a); and
"(B) the objectives of—

"(i) increasing employment and earnings of needy
families, and child support collections; and

"(ii) decreasing out-of-wedlock pregnancies and 
child poverty;

"(2) the demographic and financial characteristics of fami­
lies applying for ossistancc, families receiving assistance, and 
fnmilieB that become ineligible to receive assistance;

"(3) the characteristics of each State program funded under this part; and
(4) the trends in employment and earninga of needy fami­

lies with minor children living at home.
612. “SEC. 412. DIRECT FUNDING AND ADMINISTRATION »Y INDIAN TRIIIES. 

"(a) G r a n t s  f o r  I n d ia n  T r ib e s .—
"(1) T r ib a l  fa m ily  a s sis t a n c e  g r a n t .—

"(A) In GENERAL.--For each of fiscal years 1997, 1998, 
1999, 2000, 2001, and 2002, the Secretary shall pay to 
each Indian tribe that hos an approved tribal family assist­
ance plan n tribal family assistance grant for the fiscal

l

li

%
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y e a r  in nn a m o u n t e o u a l to  th e  a m o u n t d e te rm in ed  u n d e r  
B u b p a rag rap h  (B), an d  Bhall red u ce  th e  g ra n t  paynblo  u n d e r  
sec tion  403(a)(1) to  an y  S ta te  ir, w h ich  lieB th e  Bervicc 
n re a  o r a re a s  o f th e  In d ia n  tr ib e  by th n t  p o rtio n  o f  th e  
a m o u n t so d e te rm in e d  th n t  iB a tt r ib u ta b le  to e x p e n d itu re s
by the State.

"(B) A m o u n t  d e t e r m in e d  —
"(i) In GENERAL.—The amount determined under 

(his subparagraph is an amount equal to the total 
nmount of the Federal payments to n State or States 
under section 403 (as in effect during such fiBcnl year) 
for fiscal yenr 1994 attributable to expenditures (other 
than child care expenditures) by tho State or States 
under parts A nnd F (as b o  in effect) for fiscnl yenr 
1994 for Indian families residing in tho service area 
or areas identified by the Indian tribe pursuant to 
subsection (b)(1)(C) of this section.

"(ii) U s e  o f  s t a t e  s u b m i t t e d  d a t a .—
"(I) In GENERAL.—Tho Secretary shall use 

State submitted data to make each determination
under clause (i).

"(II) D is a g r e e m e n t  w i th  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .—  ' 
If an Indian tribe or tribal organization disagrees 
with State submitted data described under sub- 
clnuso (I), the Indian tribe or tribnl organization 
may submit to the Secretary such additional 
information as mny be relevant to making the 
determination under clause (i) nnd the Secretary 
mny consider such information before making such 
determination.

"(2) GnANTS FOR INDIAN TRIBES THAT RECEIVED
JOBS FUNDS.—

"(A) IN GENERAL.—Tho Secretary shnll pay to each
eligible Indian tribe for each of fiscnl yenrs 1997, 1998.
1999, 2000, 2001, nnd 2002 a grant in nn amount equal
to the amount received by the Indian tribe in fiscal year
1994 under section 482(i) (as in efTect during fiscal
yenr 1994).

"(B) E l i g i b l e  In d ia n  TRinE.—For purposes of subpara­
graph (A), the term ‘eligiblo Indian tribe’ means nn Indian 
tribe or Alaska Native organization that conducted a job 
opportunities nnd basic skills training program in fiscal 
year 1995 under section 482(i) (as in effect during fiscnl 
year 1995).

“(C) USE OF GRANT.—Each Indian tribe to which a 
grant is made under this paragraph shall use the grant 
for the purpose of operating a program to make work 
activities available to members of the Indian tribe.

"(D) A p p r o p r ia t io n .—Out of any money in the Treas­
ury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, there 
nrc appropriated $7,638,474 for each fiscal year specified 
in subparagraph (A) for grants under subparagraph (A), 

“(b) 3-Y eaii T r i b a l  F a m ily  A s s i s ta n c e  P l a n .—
"(1) In g e n e r a l .—Any Indian tribe thnt ocsircs to receive 

a tribal family assistance grant shall submit to the Secretary
a 3 -ven r  t r ih n f  fnm ilv  n ss is ln n ra  nlnn Ibol .. _________

p  lf.pl/TT_

t o # '



"(A) outlines the Indian tribe’s approach to providing 
welfare-related services for the 3-year period, consistent 
with this section;

“(B) specifics whether the wclfnrc-rclnted services pro­
vided under the plan will be provided by the Indinn tribe 
or through agreements, contracts, or compacts with inter­
tribal consortia, States, or other entities;

"(C) id e n tif ie s  th e  p o p u la tio n  an d  Bervice a re a  or a re a s  
to  b e  Berved by su c h  p lan ;

"(D) provides tlmt a family receiving assistance under 
the plan mny not receive dunlicntive assistance from other 
State or tribnl programs funded under this part;

“(S) identifies the employment opportunities in or near 
the service area or areas of the Indian tribe nnd the manner 
in which the Indinn tribe will cooporntn and participate 
in enhancing r u c I i  opportunities for recipients of assistance 
under the plan consistent with any applicable Stnte stand­
ards; and

"(F) applies the fiscal nccounlnbility provisions of sec­
tion 5(f)(1) of the Indinn Self-Determination nnd Education 
Assistance Act 125 U.S.C. 450c(0(l)), relating to the submis­
sion of a single-agency audit report required by chapter 
75 of title 31, United States Code.
"(2) APPROVAL.—T h e  S e c re ta ry  sh a ll ap p ro v e  each  tr ib a l 

fam ily  a s s is ta n c e  p la n  su b m itte d  in accordance  w ith  p n rn g rn p h  
(1).

"(3) C o n s o r t iu m  o f  t r i b e s — Nothing in tins section shall 
preclude the development and submission of a single tribnl 
family assistance plan by the participating Indinn tribes of 
nn intertribal consortium.

(x£)  V  "(c) M in im u m  W o rk  P a r t ic ipa t io n  R e q u ir e m e n t s  and  T im e
Li-taTijfeca L im its .—The Secretary, with the participation of Indinn tribes, 

shall establish for each Indian tribe receiving a grant under this 
section minimum work participation requirements, appropriate time 
limits for receipt of welfare-related services under the grant, nnd 
penalties against individuals—

"(1) consistent with the purposes of this section;
"(2) consistent with tho economic conditions nnd resources 

available to each tribe; nnd
“(3) s im ila r  to com pnrnb le  p rov isions in section  407(e).

"(d) E m e r g e n c y  A s s i s t a n c e — Nothing in this section shall 
preclude nn Indian tribe from seeking emergency assistance from 
any Federal lonn program or emergency fund.

"(e) Ac c o u n t a b il it y .— N o th in g  in  th is  sec tion  sh n ll be co n ­
s tru e d  to  lim it th e  a b ility  o f th e  S e c re ta ry  to  m n in tn in  p rug rnm  
fu n d in g  a c c o u n tab ility  c o n s is te n t w ith —

"(1) generally accepted accounting principles; nnd 
"(2 ) tl.e requirements of the Indinn Self-Determination nnd 

Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 450 et scq.).
"(0  P e n a l t ie s .—

"(1) Subsections (a)(1), (a)(6), and (b) of section 409, shnll 
apply to nn Indian tribe with nn approved tribnl nssistnncc 
plan in the snme manner ns 6uch subsections apply to n State.

"(2) Section 409(a)(3) Bhnll apply to nn Indian tribe with 
nn approved tribal assistance plan by substituting ‘meet mini­
mum work participation requirements established under Hcction 
412(c)’ for 'comply with section 'W7(’nV

"110 S T A T .  2152 P U B L I C  L A W  104-193— A U G .  22, 1996
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“(g) D a ta  C o l l e c t i o n  a n d  R e p o r t i n g . — S ec tio n  411 sh a ll 
ap p ly  to  an  In d ia n  tr ib e  w ith  a n  ap p ro v ed  tr ib a l fam ily  a s s is ta n c e  
plan.

“(h ) S p e c ia l  R u l e  f o r  I n d ia n  T r ib e s  in  A l a sk a  —
“(1) In  GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provision of 

this section, nnd except as provided in paragraph (2), nn Indian 
tribe in the State of Alaska that receives a tribal family assist­
ance grant under this section shall use the grant to operate, 
a program in accordance with requirements coinparjible to the | 
requirements applicable to the program of the Stale of Alnska 
funded under this part. Comparability of programs shnll be 
established on tho basis of program criteria developed by the 
Secretary in consultation with the Stnte of Alaska and such 
Indinn tribes.

"(2) W a iv e r .—An Indian tribe described in paragraph (1) 
.may apply to the appropriate State authority to receive a waiver 
of the requirement of paragraph (1).

“SEC. 413. RESEARCH, EVALUATIONS, AND NATIONAL STUDIES.
"(a) R e s e a r c h .—The Secretary shall conduct research on the 

benefits, effects, nnd costs of operating different State programs 
funded under this part, including time limits relating to eligibility 
for nssistnncc. The research shall include Btudics on the effects 
of different programs nnd the operation of Buch programs on welfare 
dependency, illegitimacy, teen pregnancy, employment rntcs, child 
well-being, nnd any other nren the Secretary deems appropriate. 
The Secretary shall also conduct research on the c o b I b and benefits 
of Stnte activities under section 409.

"(b) D e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  E v a l u a t i o n  o f  I n n o v a t iv e  
A p p r o a c h e s  T o  R e d u c in g  W e l f a r e  D e p e n d e n c y  a n d  I n c r e a s i n g
C h il d  W e l l -Be in g  —

“(1) In GENERAL.—The Secretary mny nBBist States in devel­
oping, nnd shall evaluate, innovative nppronchcB for reducing 
welfare dependency and increasing the well-being of minor 
children living nt home with rcBpcct to recipients of assistance 
under programs funded under this part. The Secretary mny 
provide funds for training and technical assistance to carry 
out the approaches developed pursunnt to this pnrngrnph.

"(2) EVALUATIONS.—III performing the evaluations under 
paragraph (1), the Secretary shnll, to tho mnximum extent 
feasible, use random assignment as nn evaluation methodology. 
"(c) D is s e m in a t io n  o f  I n f o r m a t io n .—The Secretary shnll 

develop innovative methodn of disseminating information on nny 
research, evaluations, nnd studies conducted under this section, 
including the facilitation of the sharing of information nnd best 
practices nmong States nnd localities through the use of computers 
and other technologies.

"(d) An n u a l  Ra n k in g  o f  S t a t e s  a n d  R ev iew  o f  M o st  an j
L e a st  S u c c e s s f u l  W o rk  P r o g r a m s .—

"(1) A n n u a l  r a n k i n g  OF STATES.—The Secretary shnll rnn c 
nnnunlly the StntcH to which grants are pnid under section 
403 in the order of their success in placing recipients of assist­
ance under tho Stnte progrnm funded under this nnrt into 
long-term private sector jobs, reducing the overall welfare cnsc- 
loncl, nnd, when a practicable method for calculating tliis 
infnrmnlion lincnmnn nvnilttl.ln 1
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Opportunity Reconcilintion Act of 1996) shnll not npply 
witn respect to the Stnte before the expiration (determined 
without regard to nny extensions) of the wniver to the 
extent the amendments mnde by the Personal Responsibil­
ity and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 are 
inconsistent with the waiver.

"(B) No EFFECT ON n e w  WORK nEQUlUEMENTS.— Not­
withstanding subparagraph (A), a waiver granted under 
Bection 1115 or otherwise whicli relates to the provision 
of assistance under a Stnte program funded under this
Bart (as in effect on September 30, 1996) shall not affect 

io applicability of section 407 to tho State.
“(b) S t a t e  O p t io n  T o  T e r m in a t e  W a iv e r  —

“(1) In GENERAL.—A State may terminate a wniver 
described in subsection (a) before the expiration of the waiver.

"(2) REPORT.—A  S ta te  w h ich  te rm in a te s  n w a iv e r u n d e r  
p a ra g ra p h  (1) sh a ll s u b m it a  re p o r t to th e  S e c re ta ry  su m m a r iz ­
in g  th e  w a iv e r an d  a n y  a v a ila b le  in fo rm atio n  co n cern in g  th e  
re s u lt  o r e ffect o f th e  w a iv e r.

"(3) H o l d  h a r m l e s s  p r o v is io n .—
"(A) In GENERAL,—Notwithstanding nny other provi­

sion of law, o State that, not later than the date described 
in subparagraph (B) of this pnrngrnph, submits a written 
request co terminate a waiver described in subsection (n) 
shall be held harmless for accrued cost neutrality liabilities 
incurred under the waiver. 1

"(B ) D a t e  d e s c r id e d .—The date described in this 
Bubparagraph in 90 days following the ncljournmcnt of the 
firBt regular session of the State legislature that begins 
after the date of the enactment of the Personal Responsibil­
ity and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996.

"(c) S e c r e t a r ia l  E n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  C u r r e n t  W a iv e r s .—
The Secretary shall encourage any State operating a waiver 
described in subsection (a) to continue the waiver and to evaluate, 
using random sampling and other characteristics of accepted sci­
entific evaluations, the result or effect of the waiver.

“(d) C o n t in u a t io n  o f  I n d iv id u a l  W a iv e r s .— A Stuto mnj' elect 
to continue 1 or more individual waivers described in Bub- 
section (a).

ISC 616, "8KC. 416. ADMINISTRATION.
"The programs under this part and pare D shall be administered 

by an Assistant Secretary for Family Support within the Depart­
ment of Health and Human Services, who shall be appointed by 
the President, by and with tho advice "nd consent of tlie Senate, 
and who shall be in addition to any other Assistant Secretary 
of Health and Human Services provided for by law, nnd the Sec­
retary shall reduce tho Federal workforce witnin the Department 
of Health and Human Services by an amount equal to the sum 
of 75 percent of the full-time equivalent positions at such Depart­
ment that relate to any direct spending program, or any program 
funded through discretionary spending, thnt has been converted 
into a block grant program under the Personal Responsibility nnd 
Work Opportunity Art of 1996 and tho amendments made by such 
Act, ana by an amount equal to 75 percent of that portion of 
the total full-time equivalent departmental management positions 
at euch Department that bears the eame relationship to the amount

o n U . . 2 i b b  P U B L I C  L A W  104-193— A U G .  22 , 199G

appropriated for nny direct spending progrnm, or nny program 
funded through discretionary spending, thnt has been converted 
into a block grnnt program under tho Personal Responsibility nnd 
Work Opportunity Act of 1996 nnd tho amendments mnde by such 
Act, ns such amount relates to the total amount appropriated for 
use by such Department, and. notwithstanding nny other provision 
of law, the Secretary shnll tnke such actions os mny he necessary, 
including reductions in force actions, consistent with sections 3502 
nnd 3595 of title 5, United States Code, to reduce the full-time 
equivalent positions within the Department of Health nnd Human 
Services by 245 full-time equivalent positions rclntcd to the progrnm 
converted into n block grant under the amendment mnde by section 
2103 of the Personal Responsibility nnd Work Opportunity Act 
of 1996, und by 60 full-time equivalent managerial positions in 
the Department.
"SEC. 417. LIMITATION ON FEDERAL AUTHORITY. 4r 7 611

"No officer or employee of the Federal Government may regulate 
the conduct of Stntes under this part or enforce any pro­
vision of this part, except to the extent expressly provided in this 
pnrt."; and

(2 ) by inserting nfler such section 418 the following:
“SEC. 410. DEFINITIONS. 42USC61P

“As used in this part:
"(1) Ad u l t .—The term ‘adult’ means nn individual who 

is not a minor child.
"(2) MlNOIl CHILD.—T h e  te rm  ‘m in o r ch ild ’ m e a n s  nn

individual who—
"(A) hns not attained 18 years of age; or 
"(B) has not attained 19 years of ago nnd is a full­

time student in a secondary school (or in tho equivalent 
level of vocational or tcclinical training).
"(3) F i s c a l  y e a r .—The term ‘fiscal year’ means nny 12- 

month period ending on Septomber 30 of a calendar yenr.
"(4) I n d ia n , In d ia n  t r ib e , a n d  t r ib a l  o r g a n iz a t io n .—

"(A) In  OENERAL.— Except as provided in subparagraph 
(B), the terms ‘Indian’, ‘Indian tribe’, and ’tribal organisa­
tion’ have the meaning given such terms by section 4 
of the Indinn Self-Determination and Education Assistance 
Act (25 U.S.C. 450b).

"(B ) S p e c ia l  r u l e  f o r  In d ia n  t r ib e s  in  a l a s k a .—
The term ’Indian tribe’ means, with respect to the Stnte 
of Alaska, only the Metlnkntln Indinn Community of the 
Annette Islands Reserve nnd the following Alnskn Native 
regional nonprofit corporations:

"(i) Arctic Slope Native Association.
“(ii) Knwernk, Inc.
"(iii) Mnniilnij Association.
"(iv) Association of Village Council Presidents.
"(v) Tnnnnn Chiefs Conference.
"(vi) Cook Inlet Tribnl Council.
“(vii) Bristol Bay Nntivo Association.
"(viii) Aleutian nnd Prihilof Island Association.
”(ix) Chugnchimiil.
"(x) Tlinmt Hnida Central Council.
"(xi) Kotlink Aren Native Association.
“(xii) Copper River Native Association.
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1

organizations, and incorporated and unincorporated businesses operating within the 
sta te  th a t meet the requirements established by the department in regulation. (§ 7 cb. 
107 SLA 1996)

Sec. 47.27.055. A gency co llab o ra tio n . [See effective d a te  o f c h a p te r  note.]
(a) The department shall coordinate with other state agencko uiat provide assistance, 
benefits, or services to applicants th a t are eligible for and to participants in the Alaska 
tem porary assistance program in order to facilitate the application for and delivery of 
assistance, benefits, or services to promote family sell 'Sufficiency. Subject to appropria­
tions, state agencies may locate their facilities and operations near each other in order to 
improve service delivery.

(b) The department may provide information received under this chapter to other state 
agencies in order to facilitate the delivery of services. Information received from an 
applicant for or participant in the Alaska temporary assistance program shall be treated 
as confidential by all state agencies th a t share the information under this section and is 
not open to public inspection or copying under AS 09.25.110 — 09.25.125. Misuse of public 
assistance lists or information is punishable as a violation of AS 47.05.030.

(c) Departments in the executive branch shall cooperate in fulfilling the purposes of 
th is chapter, including, subject to appropriations, the establishment of temporary 
positions th a t will provide job opportunities for families participating in the Alaska 
tem porary assistance program. Temporary positions established for this purpose are in 
the exempt service under AS 39.25.110 but are not subject to AS 39.25.195. An individual 
participating in the Alaska temporary assistance program who holds a temporary 
position established for purposes of this subsection is not a public employee for purposes 
of AS 23.40.070 — 23.40.260. (§ 7 ch 107 SLA 1996)

Sec. 47.27.060. Jo b  developm ent. [See effective d a te  o f c h a p te r  note.] The
departm ent may establish cooperative agreements with the Department of Labor, 
Departm ent of Community and Regional Affairs, Department of Education, and Depart­
m ent of Commerce and Economic Development, and with other public or private sector 
organizations for the purpose of developing job,, training, and educational opportunities 
for families eligible for assistance under this chapter. (§ 7 ch 107 SLA 1996)

Sec. 47.27.065. F ed e ra l-s ta te  co o p era tio n . [See effective d a te  o f c h a p te r  note.]
In the administration of this chapter, the department shall cooperate with the Secretary 
of the United States Department of Health and Human Services and shall take actions 
necessary to comply with the requirements of federal law to obtain public assistance 
block grants or other federal assistance available for the purposes of this chapter. Ih e  
departm ent shall make reports in the form and containing the information required to 
the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and H um ai Services. The 
departm ent may cooperate with federal agencies charged with the administration of the 
federal public assistance block grants and other financial assistance. (§ 7 ch 107 SLA 
1996)

Sec. 47.27.070. A laska n a tiv e  o rg an iza tio n s’ fam ily  ass is tan ce  p rog ram s. [See 
effective  d a te  o f c h a p te r  note.] (a) The department may coordinate only with the 
following Alaska Native organizations, as designated under federal law, in tho develop­
m ent of family assistance programs:

(1) Arctic Slope Native Association;
(2) Kawerak, Inc.;
(3) Maniilaq Association;
(1) Association of Milage Council Presidents;
(5) Tanana Chiefs Conference;



§ 47.27.075 W e l f a r e ,  S o c i a l  S e r v ic e s  & I n s t i t u t io n s 718

(6) Cook Inlet Tribal Council;
(7) Bristol Bay Native Association;
(8) A leut ia n  and Pribilof Island Association;
(9) Chugachmiut;
(10) Tlingit Haida Central Council;
(11) Kodiak Area Native Association;
(12) Copper River Native Association; and
(13) M etlakatla Indian Community of the Annette Islands Reserve; however, the 

department may cooperate with the M etlakatla Indian Community under this chapter 
only if the community waives any claim to sovereign immunity with respect to m atters 
involved with the family assistance program.

(b) The departm ent may cooperate with the Alaska Native organizations named in (a) 
of this section to propose program criteria to the Secretary of the United States 
Department of Health and Hum an Services in order to promote programs comparable to 
the state program in the same area.

(c) Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, the department may coordinate 
with an Alaskan. Native organization under (a) of this section only if, for purposes of this 
chapter, the Alz ska Native organization incorporates a nonprofit entity under state  law 
and the nonprofi t entity is active and in good standing, as determined by the Department 
of Commerce and Economic Development. (§ 7 ch 107 SLA 1996)

Sec. 47.27.075. Em ergency account established. [See effective date o f chapter  
note.] There is established within the general fund the Alaska tem r ^rary assistance 
program emergency account. The account consists of appropriations th a t were made by 
the legislature from federal money available for assistance under this chapter, including 
lapsing money that was previously appropriated from federal money for the Alaska 
temporary assistance program, but that were not e. nded or obligated in the fiscal year 
for which they were appropriated. (§ 7 ch 107 SL/. .996)

Sec. 47.27.080. Appeals; d ispute resolution. [See effective date o f chapter  
note.] (a) An applicant or participant who receives a determination from the departm ent 
that denies, limits, or modifies the assistance or services provided under this chapter may 
request a hearing before the departm ent or a representative of the departm ent appointed 
for that purpose. If a representative is appointed, the representative shall conduct the 
hearing under the regulations adopted by the department. The appeal is not subject to AS 
44.62.330 — 44.62.630.

(b) The d°partm ent may require an applicant or participant to participate in an 
informal dispute resolution process before a formal hearing. The department may adopt 
regulations establishing the informal dispute resolution process. (§ 7 ch 107 SLA 1996)

Sec. 47.27.085. Sanctions; recovery o f costs. [See effective date o f chapter  
note.] (a) The departm ent shall penalize an Alaska temporary assistance program 
applicant or participant who, without good cause, fails to comply with a condition of the 
family self-sufficiency plan or who fails to participate in work activities required as a part 
of the Alaska temporary assistance program by disregarding th a t person as a member of 
the family for purposes of determining the amount of assistance given to the family. The 
period of time during which the department shall disregard the noncomplying person for 
purposes of determining the amount of the family's assistance is

(1) until the person is in compliance under this subsection if the person has not 
previously been disregarded under this subsection;

(2) the longer of six months or until the person is in compliance under this subsection 
if the person has previously been disregarded under (1) of this subsection;

(3) the longer of 12 months or until the person is in compliance under this subsection 
if the person has previously been disregarded under (2) of this section.




