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FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date 3/17/^.000 _______________________Dept. Affected__________Public Safety______
Title An Act relating to property disposal by law_______ BRU AST - Detachments___________
______________enforcement agencies_________________________Component: AST - Detachments___________
Sponsor Representative Bunde________________________  _________________
Requester H. Finance__________________________________ Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Revenues___________________________ (Thousands of Dol'ars)_______________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A  BELL N O . CSH B  318(JUD)
2000 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS IO N

OPERATING EXPENDITURES
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FY 2C01 FY 2002

FUND SOURCE____________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Prograin Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any current year (FY2000) cost: 0.0

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill would not impact our budget.

Prepared by: Royce Wejjer, Special Assistant Phone 465-4322
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HB 318 - “Return Found Prop< rty to Finder”
HB 318:

1) Is based on Common Law:

a) Provides that a finder of lost property, and takes the responsibility to give it in to safekeeping, 
acquires title to the found property against all but the true owner.

2) Clarifies current Alaska Statute 12.36, “Disposition of Recovered or Seized Property, which only covers

a) property used as evidence of a crime,
b) property used in a children’s court proceeding, and
c) when the property is subject to state or federal forfeiture laws

3) In ail other instances, under AS 12.36.040, any unclaimed property that is a gun:

a) must be sold to a federally licensed gun dealer

4) HB 318 wHl:

a) only affect property that is not evidence of a crime
b) only affect property that is legal to possess
c) provides clear guidance to law enforcement officials
d) encourage people to turn property in to proper law enforcement officials
e) only affect private individuals

5) HB 318 wih not affect:

a) property found within municipalities or boroughs

b) prehistoric, archaeological, historical, Native, or similar property -- 
(these are owned by the state)

c) property that is not legal to be possessed, or people who may not possess 
certain property (sawed off shotguns, moon rocks, convicted felons, etc)

d) companies, institutions, banks, state employees who find property in

d) AS 34.45 “The Uniform Unclaimed Property Act”, which mostly deals
with intangible property, i.e.:money. (The Department of Revenue has
analyzed the bill, and HB 318 will not affect the statute or their responsibilities.)

6) The Department of Public Safety supports this legislation.

7.) This bill will not affect the Department of Revenue (see memo).

7) The Department of Public Safety has submitted a "zero” fiscal note.

(AS 12.36)
(lines 9 & 10 of bill)
(Del Smith, Public Safety) 
(Del Smith, Public Safety) 
(line 5 of the bill)

(lines II -14 of the bill)

(AS 41.35.200 -  the Historic 
Preservation Act

(Line 10 of the bill)

(Larry Persily, Dept of Revenu 

(Larry Persily, Dept, of Reveni
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Sponsor Statement

H B  3 1 8
"An Act relating to property disposal by law enforcement agencies."

Common law, the basis of modern-day law, provides that a private individual who finds property 
and takes the responsibility to give it into safekeeping has a greater right to claim that property than 
anyone else other than the i.ue owner of the property. This makes sense. Unfortunately, Alaska 
Statute provides less than clear guidance to state departments about what they may do when an 
individual finds property and turns it in.

HB 318 affects property that is lost, mislaid, or delivered to a private individual by mistake, and 
turned in to a law enforcement agency, and is unclaimed by the rightful owner for one year.

HB 318:

• Allows private individuals who responsibly deliver property to a law enforcement
agency to own that property after one year if possession of that property by that
private individual is otherwise legal.

• Would not affect any municipal ordinance.
• Provides clear guidance to state law enforcement agencies.
• Encourages individuals to turn property into law enforcement agencies to find the 

rightful owner.

The Alaska Department of Public Safety and the Alaska Department of Revenue support this 
leg1 dation, and I urge your support.



M E M O R A N D U M  S ta te  o f  A la s k a
Department of Revenue, Office of the Commissioner

TO: Representative Con Bunde DATE: Jan. 27, 2000

PK^NE: 465-5469

FROM: Larry Persily
Deputy Commissioner SUBJECT: HB318

The Department of Revenue has reviewed House Bill 318 (An Act Relating to Property 
Disposal by Law Enforcement Agencies) and believes it would not affect the operations 
of the Unclaimed Property Section at the department’s Tax Division.

Please let me know if I can offer any additional information on the bill or our unclaimed 
property operations.
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Best Location for r. Eulnre Town.
l<lv*lry r e g a r d i n g  lo w nal lee  1* i p r t n g l u g  u p  vigorously In th e  F a i r ba T c n  

dis tr ic t,  a n d  th o r o  will a p p a r e n t l y  he  a ha rd  a t rngglo  bdforo th e  lo ca t ion  do*- 
Uatxl ulllntaVcly lo  au fv lvo  In ilwflnllol.v jo t tk 'U  tipun. Hob T rn h o rg o r ,  tho  
wfivor of ono of Iho  fo l lowing Inltorn haa  pnno in  Doorlnp lo o itohllnh a  store- 
!o|- W .  D. S m i th  Ac Co. T h e  o i h n r  R rtt rr  la wr i t ten  hy  a  c n r ro*pnndeu t  who 

|>*lna hi* fa i th  lo  th e  I r co l ioo  a t  l l o A h d o h ,  it aput i h n l  ifnh  hollovob w | | f  b o n  
fn | lum  an n IowhhIIo. T im  tw o  ’ littUini nml th u  opponlto view* uxpfuetHHl In 

IIhinn m a k n  lnlorvi«tln£.<;*uilinp. 4 . )
I m n a c i i u c i c ,  o r  D e k i u n i i  C i t y  

J u l y  HU.
(Sn.Mdtil to  t h e  h o i . U  Ul(KIKIS) 

lMioCii|iliiln «»f t l io  Ahblu  Louring h  
ru n n in g  ft htoro horo  and  IntH ('unHldor* 
itljlo poofla for aalo. M u b r  «!k Mulif 'n 

•agen t  la t r y in g  to  .boom a  to w n e l t a n l  
lU x  G u lc h  n h o n l  Hftoon mlliw H.oitlh 

Jtriim horo. hip. f iln  n o t  bollovo Ih  it ho 
fH.jl ••• (.•mi iih lh i iro  In h a r d l y  miy 
ifritih wului* i n  bo hud and I d o  out mip- 
•puk* th nk  an y b o d y  will land Ihuro  and 
fpatk h lu u o i l l i  o v e r  d lv ldoe and  lu n d rn  
(Vfluun h u e n n  gu by  wa to r  u p  t h e  Iintta- 
eh n e k .  bourn  of ih u  boya h n v o  boon 
«1nnr lip to  Old G lo ry  w i lh  a boat,  and 
Unit I* a b o u t  .‘10 mlh*n from  hero.
. ij wont  hint n ig h t  ovor  to  th o  K ugruk  
b u i  tlmi'o in tm rd lv  a n y b o d y  tlmiv. 
T h h  pooplu o v e r  boro  toll mo i h u l  
l lu ln i I* n o t  e n o u g h  w a t e r  lo th o  Kug* 
ruli h a r b o r ,  wlillo h e m  r o  huvu  four 
falliiiiuH a t  n half m i lu 'f rom  nboru.

Hfhijy Iikvo a tr iiuk  pood pay  on ()ld 
Glory, A m or until crook an d  IV ual 
r m i 'k ; ll ioy a ro  nliiihing I boro  and a ro  
paying t h e i r  inon 1 1 0  a  day^and burml.

t |no  t h i n g  t h a t  Ih n o t  to  hod Imro 
Ih vfond. T h e r e  I* nono  w i th in  »wouly 
inlloa nnd 1 do  not know  how 1 am g o ­
ing! til c o o k .  L u m b e r  la aonroo horu.

Tom  Noyna linn n o t  a r r lv o d  ,yul. 
M0 I1 uo .orup up  h e re  t o . prn*’|H>ct 
a I in'u Id iiinko u p o in t  of b r ing ing  a 
• kl|I aloup,

1h»i» TitKiiiKUK.n.

FA IH flAVEN CtTY 
/  M on th  of Rnx CiAdc, J u l y  110.

(S)i.h lnl l t \ t h o  O o L i i T H o c u n )
T im  ai 'hoiouir ‘'Mviinfnl S i g l ln "  undor 

cuunnaiul oT Cnptnln  Joh n n o n  nrr lvod 
nl llm tliOIIlh Of I (ox crook, Kotzebue  
Sound,  J u l y  IP, 1001, w i th  fo r ty -one 
pJiMi'iipera. *'#n find n h u u d a n c e  of 
friMh wiilor, n f r e o n  luok lnp  country^ 
and  a fojv prii/i|M0 liira on : d r y  ip l l  
w i th  ilurp  w u t r r  nnrhnrag i i.  •

T h o  t r i p  wan mud,, In aovnn day*,

•Handsome New Hcadqnarter6 
ifnhe Pioneer Miriing’rf^

Com pany.; -
tW1

p n m t ly  dolayml by flnatdflo.f T h o
wt«atlior la perfec t nml tho  hOfiHUjy fur* 
i h o r  ad v n n n u l  t lm n Ip llm  no lp hbnr-  
IkiiiiI nl N iiiiiii.

Wo iinilui'Hlanil tlio ll oco r i lo r  will 
iiiaku llila place hU hcudi | im rtor«  for 
llm Hiininiur an It H«oma to la, trio moat 
cen tr a lly  Ipiinteil in  th u  m an y  o ro e k i  In 
In thu  Fa ir  Ilnvun dtk tr ln t,  A a lo ro  In 
ladnp orm:iod Jiv f j juhr  M u h r  of 
S tuadi iian  Avn., h'ofno, u n d e r  t h o  Hblo

ho

UianNpmniinl of Thn*.  l ' rh shu r i l  wh 
n pri icrid Ih.n^if pruvlghmu nnd 11 
uhnndln ) will )m kop l  011 h a n d ,  
on ly  dmwl'Ank I* tl ia fuel p ro |m a l t  nn.

Wit c a n n o t  nay a n y th i n g  concorn lnp,  
tlio inlnurul dopnall  fur th o  p m  tut  n* 
wo haviv JiiMl Undnd and  rnn*o<|uonl)y 
l ia tu  had  n o .oppor tun l ty  lo  Invoat lgolo  
tluiHitmu.

GOOD RESULTS

Si

ON -VENETZIA

ne of the Properties 
Arc Showing Up Splen­

didly. •
M a s  Wi‘n u*M i i ,  imiii i d  t h o  ow t> « r*  n f  

I I '  a l i . t v n  t i n  Y « n n t r l a  r r , -  k ,  in »|K i r t < d  
a  i . i i m l i i . i  *.f 111 a  e U n n a  o n  h i *  *  my 
tlown (.«(••,ill. lit Utah) m*rt Iimmjii
I.*. * thji r |i,,»,wi in pna  fur lil,ii-

».lf *««,.| Ill, |« • - l|«l,»*l I I, a I •••(»!A |tf tllll 
llalpl* nil I'.tlttf It* |«I|h|„|4I niii, ft,aillta
tl.la *a'A«»M,

S»* I*. *I«M*|." |,a raWI **| fit,y
l* |̂nHlti| I.• fctttlt*, Mo latlfikik tha 
kljrii-l lh u | likfa f i l l  a*a lirt.M | (taait 
<•• f I !•• • paii ||, llm*, mi luiii

I h t y  h a » *  g * * l , f  I I mwh t t i  A l i y
.-al* 'I liU) ||»«H |«a,| Ultll n>» «l a, 4
tn .upa  In UHlrin’k. U n f i t ,  h ahtt%|i
tmij havtt ftituid Ih tl,/*., |tln.w f•••lit 
tall ttti a'ltWil) pal,l* | |tt• ►<|f aata

COULD HOT FIND

- PAY DIRT
/

Bowman's Experience in a 
iMueh. Booriied- 

Claim./
•*I will b«t my IIfe t h a t  not n dollar** 

w o r th  of gold w m  ta k e n  o u t  fri/in No. 6 
IhiIiiw il lu lo har 'a  d la r o ra ry  on  («»rfiold 
orr4,U lant T'UkP, and t h a t  tint pnld  t h a t  
w** dlaplayad by I 'nlUiratm was lukon 
nut f rom fi'ui, A and .11," aid,I A. fJlt«< 
lllrth will. I,aa Jttkl rilllll'IMMl /llUlt Dim 
KuupNrttnlt.

fltiwiniMt aial*"l Mial tin WHHinul a 100 
ftMti lrt> frt.tii I 'rtttuiaui, tin ftti, b Itulttv. 
Uni Aui/it«t nit,I d l l m  Apr il  I'Jntl ttf 
thla ft„ir  Im Itaa Uaiii wm li |l ip  un ihn 
rUllii,  li Ui if  lit* in fthii p a ;  lilil ,
hut wl lliiiui •Ui'iia* | )u  run  up a 
d ra in  tl ll rli  u aar l ;  .'M** fiait luh* and 
rrnaa r u t  thuurpiik a lu m  I m m r ;  t«in fi«it, 
frinn hank id hank,  and  In all t h a t

: T h o  Pionoor '4M ln lo ^  oorap^py  b a r e  
Junt cdmplutoA tbof r  la rge  b u l ld m p  on 
FI m l  avenue,* hnyond t h b ‘ poetoflloe. 
T h o h u l h l l n g  1*coipploto  In e t e r y  do- 
tall and I* a c re d i t  to  tho  . to w n  In two. 
wny*j rtrat hm h h h u d » n m o _ i t ru c tu r t s  
and  *<Hx)nd It will be an  oh]out le«aon to  
|hi* knockor*. ■iiowlii/ l b n n r i h a t .  t h o  
unm'ft ia p roH jrr lnp  and  lly* m lo ln g  lo- 
toivaU* a ro  prl fwtnp.  ^
. V>n tho IIihI iliiur.nl t h o  r i g h t . h a n d  
f«ld(i «if. tlio butldliip a ru  th o  gene ra l  
o i n m  of th e  co m p an y ,  nox l on tb o  loft 
a ro  llm pr lvn tu  rfllcua, bn rk  of t h e  gon- 
o ra l ulTiriw an t  l^u  d in in g  room  ^aod 
kltuboQi and  in th o  r e a r t b e r e  L  a  large  
wnrekouoe fo r  th e  k l o r l o g o f ' h e  ouui* 
paliy'a  •upplk'*. U paU lr*  nikjelghUMD 
bmlrooma, hundaoinely f u r n l th e d  and 
decora ted  wblub will be occupied ,  h j  
th o  ofHcera and  clorloal  foroe of the  
uom pany .  .

Ju fu l Llndoburg  occuploa a  handaom o 
mi I to of roouia In tb o  f r o n t  j, a r t  of tho  
koooud iluor, uciupouod of bedrouiu, 
arnoklng ronm  and  p a r l o r .  T h o  build* 
Ing ta30xlva)nnd a ruudw ay  nu rrouuda  it  
on all •ldo«*iuaklng I t  v e r j  oonven len i  
fo r tho  ah lpp lng  of gooda to  t h e  Com 
pnoy 'a  pr^HtrlltMw

T i to V l tm v o r  Min ing to m p a n y i l a  a 
uo-pur tnom hlp  afTuir nnd U compoaod 
of Jufu l Llndoliot 'gi Krlo O.* Llu dblo m 
an frJu lin  LirynUukou. K t ig unuChllburg  
In aoorolnry nnd I runauror  and  Chnrlivi 
L. J o h n s o n  au|HirlnUiudorit an d  pur-
UllUNlllg UgUllt.

1
ONE HONEST

HAN FOUND

Cuiinollman R l r U n r d ^ 'h l o f  cf  Police 
J a c k  Jo l ly  and L*h) L l t t ln  i l l  had 
th o l r  nurrca  wivorely taxod  t h o . n t h o r  
d a y ,  alrtO th o l r  hi nan of Nome. Eve ry  
onu ol th em , nflor c o m i n g  t h r o u g h  tho  
aouno, bellaVoe t h a t  th g r o  U a t  ioaat ' 
nnehcDoat m a n  In o a m u .  * 1

All th r o e  wore a ta n d ln g  In f r o n t  of 
th o  N o r th e r n  o o e d a y  lnat week when a 
m an  Approkbhed thu  g r o u p  an d  spoak* 
Ing tu / Jao M  Inquired  If h e  waa th e  
Chief 0 } Polllbo. U pon  roapnnd lng  In a l  
he  wan th o  ‘man ahow ed a  fiO bill to  
t h e  Chlof nnd <«ald t h a t  he  had  jtint 
plukod I t  up  on  Al h o a t r o e l  ao d  anked 
J a c k  tnaook th o  ow nor -aa  h e  m i g h t  bo 
a poor m a n  and would raal ve ry  aevurt** 
lyitlm Iom uf th e  tw u n t f  spot'.

Jnl ly  nuar ly  lind a fit, b u t  upon  rr* 
ruvnrl llg  hu gCAxpod tlio a t m n g r r ' a  
hnml and with  • l o a t ^ / l m a m l n g  from 
h l . n j iH  | ,«* o ii 'Ulmntl ; " A t  I• • I 1 h a t n  
,1 l4<^,*nm*l an  liinuwt m an  In Nnuia. and 
I would advlan you  to kanp t h e  tXU aa 
If t t f  know n  w h a t  you ha«l dona  
lirohrthl; e v u r ;  man,  w om an  »«d  0 It I hi 
In Nunin would hw cla m oriny  fbr the
in uney ."
. T h u  Audar of th u  hill, m u r m u r in g  

th a t  he would g f n t  It lo  thn  poor, went

f wl..w .^ i l l i l , * isl(raai 
AlerxtnAer 'W luw B i j ^ j P ^ Cr a p w oflV-

J b g  4  C b I o n * o V ih i ^ W a i i o oLwin jmflyIh.t b o n f  i i l ' o u t  ' t b o - ' u M ^ L r B S V A X ,  
A T. fio. ,1 »J if.  iTl too I A£i m ^
o ,  i b o ' b a i l  b B ^ l^ . l r u o v i i i W ^ O J ^ o i b o ,  
U'Lo now.. I)'_i0dlng
b o r t h . e o a  o ,  n e l g . f . y l i i l j v ^  BBi'vkp.f 
bo.tuod (or.ojijfw. « n ^ ' i  
q u a r t e r ,  f u r h b e  0 0 mpnby"Whlohi;bwp« 
l u r ^ .  IntoiiMt.  lij Y o r k i  OouuoU,' 'f iolof 
muu,  a .  wull- aa, on-,AbTll  nntl  ln  I b b  
ui 'ouutalaa  bohloil A jSr lU 'V Tir- 'J ' . ^yL 'i  

Mr.  \V a t» o )  c i n j j  u p  t a i l  X ear  aod 
a .  wull a». p u r c b u I o f  'p pr ipar ty  
p o o u x l . (or 1 bJtm*el( In'  c o m p a n y  - l i b  
m a o  w ho  ko ew  t b e  o o n n i r j  -w u lL ^ In  
t b s  iu u u * t o la .  b ub tnJ  A B .II  « m t  largo 
q u a r u  pi-uparltoa wore  jocaWyJ,, Mr; 
W a U o n a a l J  j o a t a r d a y t  ..‘|W a  Veok up 
a Jurga  n u m b e r ,  o f  q u a r t i .  propart loa  
l a . ,  y e a r  mud a r o  n u w  b o ^ ln n lu g  ■ lo  
w ork  »hom. W e  b a r e  ^w o  m o u u l a lo .  
In to  wblob » a r e  d r l T l a g ' .u D u e W a u i l  
wo prv|Kwe to  w ork  UuiTng. tb o  wlulor,
. " A  num ber ,  o ,  o u r  p r o p u r l l a .  wore 

• l a k o d  u . e r  a g a in  lu tbo  . n u w  l a . ,  wlu. 
U r  and  . o l d  to ad  IddocoM purehaeor.  
W e  (ouod a l l o r w e r d  b u w e . e r  t b a i  th e  
lonoi^fct  p u rohaw ir  w a .  In cm tb u  gam e 
e n d  h a d  beuked  . tb o  rno i f  who d id  tb e  
a t a k i n g . "  r !

A  Btater lal  now' t o N o m e l . b e i n g  uied 
fo r  tbo  lo .Ida  lining uf Mr.  W a la o n ' i  
uow bu ild in g .  IL.A u » I M  plawtfor boerd  
a n d  It 1. botug l . r g u l y  u.ud lo Cbloago 
t o . u p p l o u l  p lu .w r .  I l  o u n . l a u  of

Mj:fc2r.u

l ,1 lu a i r lp  uf wull-MUBiiliod wyod ooaWl 
on b u l b  .Idea  wlllt oabm loa  uoil o rou U 
p o t  in to  a  b u t  riro 1} will u o t  b u m .  
O u t . Id a  th o  aahoeltM’ U a  ooat lug o, 
ll iluk li rowo pa,tor.

‘.‘I • b r o u g h t  a  q u a o l t l y  c f  plaator 
b o a rd  Wi N o m o  tliTiiklng f t  would , bo 
bo l to r  IbaD lou t i  fu r  o u r  loam pa"Bald  
M r.  W otaon .  " W e  aro  uklng I t ^ a n d  
flnd l h a t  I t  aorvni u u r  p u r j w t o ' . a r y  
wulL' It k l .u  raakue a  w a r m  a n d  d ie  
pruof lining fo r  li o tu^ , . " .

M r ,  W a l . u n  haa  beeo J u . t l o e  of. Ibd 
Puitoo Ini C o o k ' t f u u n t y ,  IlUauVa, for 
iw o lro  conwiotillTB^yeara, atul Jtlal be­
fo re  leaving fo r  N o m e  ,h U  y e a r  h e  wa*
ro-«locted 
year*. ••

fo r  . a n o th e r  ' t e r m  'Of- four

?.E5!C5AT:CS ••'iyVf 
'  ' - JAKES W/BEtt

J a m w  W .  rioTl. ' l . io t f . p h y  c le r V o l  
t h e  0 .  H. n i . t r t u t  C o u r t  haa  rwalgnwl 
h i .  po . l l lun  In lh«  *onioa o L  , h .  ‘ *nurt  
limiau .n i l  h . .  gonu  lo in  a l . w 'p a r t M f j  
■IIIp wi th  I' . C. H i il llv .h  In , h .  J i n k * /  
build ing ,  Mr.  11.11 h a .  b w a  H a l t * -  
p la t in g  tl ila  . t a p  for tn tn d  l l a t ^  k v ,  
hi. . l - j . - t  on a t  Iba  1)1.t r i a l  >k a u r i  MU 
Ju l .n  'I . I Inn*, onuld r a l u n . '  t e a  J u b a  
h i / o l d  piwltlim. K l n . l l /  h . w t t r t W f r  
k r i w l e . p r t . a a d  III. • I l l l n g n a *  In  la b*  
t h / . o m m  nf n w p i i l /  C l . f b  ' • * •  MH  
| U1 | ’ n a a n , l a  4  t r a a . f a *  j fo ) b *  
n o to n / i f  Il ia  nnli r, . '  , l a  . I h l a ’b h k ig *  
hnwevnr  lha . a w  an  o p p o r l u e l t /  .1* f t
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