





ng _ |/OUSE COMMITTEE REI#RT
ate Referred to Committee: March 1, 2000 FURTHER REFERRALS:

Date of Committee Action:
The FINANCE Committee considered:

HOUSE BILL NO. 318
"An Act relating to property disposal by law enforcement agencies."
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BELL NO. CSHB 318(JUD)

2000 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date 3/17/*.000 Dept. Affected Public Safety

Title An Act relating to property disposal by law BRU AST -Detachments
enforcement agencies Component: AST - Detachments

Sponsor Representative Bunde

Requester H. Finance Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dol'ars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2C01 FY 2002

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Prograin Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost: 0.0
POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS:  (Atachasgadepeeif neessay)

This hill would not impact our budget.

Prepared by: Royce Wejjer, Special Assistant Phone  465-4322
Division OfficyfSHhe Commissipnef _ Date/Time 3/17/2000
Approved by: Y YY. pate /17 |/
Agency Commissioner Ronald L. Otte, Dept, of Public Safety {

PREPARER TO PROVIDE ALL DISTRIBUTION COPIES TO GOVERNOR'S LEGISLATIVE OFFICE
For further distribution information, call the Governor's Legislative Office

/D) AWK T ods0B

0.0

OO o



HB 318-“Return Found Prop<rty to Finder”
HB 318:

1) Is based on Common Law:

a) Provides that a finder of lost property, and takes the responsibility to give it in to safekeeping,
acquires title to the found property against all but the true owner.

2) Clarifies current Alaska Statute 12.36, “Disposition of Recovered or Seized Property, which only covers
a) property used as evidence ofacrime,
b) property used ina children’s court proceedlnq, and .
C) When the property is subject to state or federal forfeiture laws

3) Inail other instances, under AS 12.36.040, any unclaimed property that is a gun:

a) must be sold toa federally licensed gun dealer

4) HB 318 WH:
a) only affect property that is not evidence of a crime AS 1236)
b only_affect Broge%/y that is legal to possess . lines 9 & 10 of hill
¢) provides clear quidance to law enforcement officials N Del Smith, Public fety;
encourage people to tum é)rolperty in to proper law enforcement officials Del Smith, Public Safety
e) only affect private individuals line 5 of the bill)
5) HB 318 wih not affect:
a) property found within municipalities or boroughs (lines 11 -14 of the hill)
b) prehistoric, archaeological, historical, Native, or similar property -- EAS 41.35.200 - the Historic
(these are owned by the state) reservation Act

c) property that is not legal to he possessed, or peaple who may not possess (Line 10 of the bill)
certain property (sawed off shotguns, moon rocks, convicted felons, etc)

d) companies, institutions, banks, state employees who find property in (Larry Persily, Dept of Revenu
d) AS 34.45 “The Uniform Unclaimed Property Act”, whichmostly deals (Larry Persily, Dept, of Reveni

with intangible i)roperty .e..money. (The Department of Revenuehas
analyzed the bill, and HB 318 will ot affect the statute or their responsibilities.)

6) The Department of Public Safety supports this legislation.
7.) This bill will not affect the Department of Revenue (see memo).
7) The Department of Public Safety has submitted a "zero” fiscal note.
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Sponsor Statement

HB 318
"An Act relating to property disposal by law enforcement agencies."

Common law, the basis of modern-day law, provides that a private individual who finds property
and takes the responsibility to give it into safekeeping has a greater right to claim that property than
anyone else other than the i.ue owner of the property. This makes sense. Unfortunately, Alaska
Statute provides less than clear guidance to state departments about what they may do when an

individual finds property and turns it in.

HB 318 affects property that is lost, mislaid, or delivered to a private individual by mistake, and
turned in to a law enforcement agency, and is unclaimed by the rightful owner for one year.

HB 318:

Allows private individuals who responsibly deliver property to a law enforcement
agency to own that property after one year if possession of that property by that
private individual is otherwise legal.

Would not affect any municipal ordinance.

Provides clear guidance to state law enforcement agencies.

Encourages individuals to turn property into law enforcement agencies to find the
rightful owner.

The Alaska Department of Public Safety and the Alaska Department of Revenue support this
legXation, and I urge your support.



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

Department of Revenue, Office of the Commissioner

TO: Representative Con Bunde DATE: Jan. 27, 2000
PKANE: 465-5469

FROM: Larry Persily
Deputy Commissioner SUBJECT: HB318

The Department of Revenue has reviewed House Bill 318 (An Act Relating to Property
Disposal by Law Enforcement Agencies) and believes it would not affect the operations
of the Unclaimed Property Section at the department’s Tax Division.

Please let me know if | can offer any additional information on the bill or our unclaimed
property operations.
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Cuiinollman RlrUnrd*'hlof cf Police
Jack Jolly and L*n) Llttin ill had
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day, altO tholr hinan of Nome. Every
onu ol them, nflor coming through tho
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Ur and .old to ad IddocoM purehaeor.
We (ouod allorwerd buwe.er thai the
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