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Central Council

CENTRAL COUNCIL

tLmgit an6 haiCu inOian tribgs of Alaska

ANDREW RHOPE BUILDING
320 West Willoughby Avenue ¢ Suite 300
Juneau, Alaska 99801-9983

*«tfan Tribes of Alaska

March 72000

The House Finance Committee
Representative Mulder, Co-Chair
Representative Theriault, Co-Chair
Representative Bunde, Vice-Chair
Members: ,
Representative Davis
Representatjve Austcrman
Representative Foster
Representative Grussendorf
Representative Phillips
Representative Williams
Representative Davies
Representative Moses:

The Central Council, Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska (CCTHITA) Head Start Parent Policy
Council strongly urges your support of Governor Tony Knowles' ﬁropose budget increase of &2
million for the Head Start program. This increase would enable the Head Start program to serve an

additional 400 children in Alaska who are in urgent need of this service.

Right now, only 23% of eligible families are being served in Alaska. The additional money would
significantly increase our a |I|t}/ toserve the eligible children in need of this important program. It
would enrich their lives and help them to realizé their full potential in a regular classroom Setting

and in their learning abilities in'the future.

The Tlingit & Haida Head Start Parent Policy Council appreciates your support for the additional
money for the Head Start budget. Thank you for your time and attention to this crucial issue.

Donna Brockschmrat, Chair ,/
Parent Policy Counci
Tlingit & Haida Head Start Program

907/586-1432 FAX 907/586-89
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161 PaJaca Circle
Fairbanks, AK 99701
907-451-8342
March 4,2000

House Finance Committee
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Eduwi.iion Funding
Dear Finance Committee Members:

It is dismaying that ina state as rich in oil wealth as Alaska is that I should have to write and
implore you to generously fund public education. 1 recognize that you are faced with fiscal
constraints, particular” given the feet that the electorate essentially vetoed the legislature’s use of
part of the permanent fund for general purposes. However, it is your responsibility to establish
priorities, oral clearly education and public safety must be the top priorities of state government.

Because of anticipated cuts in funding for ths Fairbanks North Star School District, the board and
administration are contemi)latlng cutting, among others, the instrumental music programs in
elementary schools, as well as raising the PTR. At atime when the state is requiring that students
take qualifying exams to receive high school di,olomas (which I heartily suEport), it is ironic that
school districts aro feeing funding cuts that will clearly compromise the school systems’ ability to
ensure the success of the maximum number of students.

While you do not dctenpine how the school districts allocate their funds, you present them with
unacceptable choices through the proposed cuts. As the mother ofthree sons who benefited
immeasurably fromthe Instrumental music programs in grade school, 1 strongly oppose cutting
these programs. My robs all excelled in music and inall academic arm (not coincidentally)
through high school and went on to excel in college. In addition to the inherent benefits of music
education, music played a significant role in building other academic skills, as well as instilling self
discipline and chmactw. L...d contributing to their sense of self esteem. Eliminating the instrumen-
tal music programs frorp elementary schools would deny this enriching experience to many
children, to the detriment of not only themselves, but the school community and society as a
whole, Fairbanks should not be forced into this choice, Nor should ws be faced with raising the
PTR, which would cleanly compromise children’s achievement.

I urg?_you to rethink priorities, place the education and future of Alaska’s children at the top of
your list.

Sincerely,

Mary F, Ehrlander
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My name is Kelly O’Connor Demko. I'm a teacher in the Petershurg School District and
I’m concerned about your proposed cut to public education of 19 million dollars. Our
school has experienced continual cuts to our budget for several years in a row. Long ago
our music program was cut as well as a counselor position. Last year we suffered a huge
loss of aid time in our classrooms and a reduction of special education services due to the
new funding formula. The needy students do not lessen each year to coincide with these
cuts, in fact it is just the opposite, Wc are experiencing an influx or increasingly needy
children due to several factors in our community as well as environmental factors that
influence children’s growth. Continually under threat are our vital swimming and library
programs. We’re doing our best to keep up with mandates from the legislature for testing
with no added income.

Every new year that goes by we can only cry for the continual loss of vital programs to
our system. We should be talking about a foreign language program through out the
school and an increase in technology training to help our children live and be successful
in an increasingly competitive international market. We are unable to even talk about
restoring the recent loss of programs because we arc so involved in figuring out how we
arc going to keep our existing programs, let alone being able to talk about creating
excellent educational programs for our children.

We all know that the price of oil is high right now and we are very aware of the money
sitting in the permanent fund and wc know that something creatively can be done with
those monies to fund education fairly and rationally besides cutting the budget every
year. This doesn’t seem too creative from our perspective.

| also would like to comment on this process of public input. I’ve been sitting here for
three hours waiting to speak to you. |know there are at least 200 people who feel the
same as myself, but it is physically impossible for that many people to fit in this room
and for a period of 4 hours! On the radio you said if you hear testimony against what you
have proposed you will know people arc unhappy with the budget proposal, now your
saying that you cannot accommodate the very small number of people who are able to
give input. This process is obviously inadequate!

ljust have one question in closing that | would like you to answer for the public as you
move forward in this process. What has happened between last year and this year to
justify the diminished funds to education and public radio as well?

Thank you,

Kelly O’Connor Decmko
P.0. Box 271
Petersburg, AK 99833
907-772-4389
31412000

TOTAL P.O1
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161 Palace Circle
Fairbanks, AK 99701
907-451-8342
March 4,2000

House Finance Committee
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Education Funding
Dear Finance Committe)? Members:

It is dismaying that in a state as rich in oil wealth as Alaska is that I should have to write and
implore you to generously fund public education. | recognize that you are faced with fiscal
constraints, particularly given the feet that the electorate essentially vetoed the legislature’s use of
part ofthe permanent fond for general purposes. However, it is your responsibility to establish
priorities, and clearly education and public safety must be the top priorities of state government.

Because of anticipated cuts in funding for the Fairbanks North Star School District, the board and
administration are contemplating cutting, among others, the instrumental music programs in
elementary schools, as well as raising the PTR. At a time when the state is requiring that student
take qualifying exams to receive high school diplomas (which I heartily support), it is ironic that
school districts are feeing funding cuts that will clearly compromise the school systems’ ability to
ensure the success of the maximum number of students.

While you do not determine how the school districts allocate their funds, you present them with
unacceptable choices through the proposed cuts. As the mother ofthree sons who benefitted
immeasurably from the instrumental music programs in grade school, 1 strongly oppose cutting
these programs. My sons all excelled in music and in all academic areas (not coincidentally)
through high school and went on to excel in college. In addition to the inherent benefits o f music
education, music played a significant role in building other academic skills, as well as instilling self
discipline and charaUw,  contributing to their sense of selfesteem. Eliminating the instrumen-
tal anisic programs from elementary schools would deny this enriching experience to many
children, to the detriment of not only themselves, but the school community and society as a
whole. Fairbanks should not be forced into this choice. Nor should we be faced with raising the
PTR, which would clearly compromise children’s achievement.

|
| urge you to rethink priorities, place the education and future of Alaska’s children at the top of
your list,

|
Sincerely,

Mary F. Ehrlander



Re  HIR6- ToATadtheGorditutionfor EoLcaion

Dear Representative Therriauh,

| would like to request the House Finance Committee to hold hearings on HIR 6o amend the
constitution to make available avouchor systemfor education available to parents for the foIIovvlng
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st n'sn by unaddressed To
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the currrculum oals other chrldren can ordrnarrlyget on their own, but the impaired child cannot
cannot - Specialized SUppOrts, technigLeSspecific to each disability, which there are

dtldrenvnthvandts dlsabrlltles @ery indvidial thing, some brain, some developental, etc.). [fthisis
not happen ng child's eclucational and ceve qoals fall grossly behind, as my son's
consistently cidl - Quality education is the issue here -1t hes become too broad a businesS, dhilorren's needs

not being met.
mg These children with the birth defect/brain injury syndromes arevolattle andpreventable
characteristics begin to occur if there children arenot aparg)nat ressed aooording the
needs of the disability —thls occurredformysrx—year odsninhist enyear in JJneau

When ItWaS occurnr;gt 4 ; year n, | had t%| remove him'from
en neijO e corres ndence S
se(YVh tl%tdsa%? #B(z)s onthetuatl tjgrrgr%w?domerersa
dranceofnot ng o participate in anyo correspondence prograns | applied to. Theseprograms
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because Ofthe demands ofAmencan Iife towhere he will not be able to have aquality i

and time amves? This pulls &t my heart and the hearts of many parents and | have had to make desperate
and difficult choices. |'need the resources to help me educate my inaired child in the homre.

. Peaseallowthishbill to be |vengeatnentandbescheduledforaheanngandmovedm _
seriously for consideration on the ficors, ™ Your understanding is appreciated in the lives of our impaired
children, sothat they can be worked with to see What thelr latent potentials might be capable of doing,
Insteed 0 dllgnorant, unpassronate understaffedwrth dtsabtlttyspemaltsts and untmpassroned |deas to
help these impaired chtldren |S|sverysenouspen for these chiloren.

there is the better thing to hel Bgarents ch|I recervesthe ingin i
e looked towards with onl forustotouch vvehan!\retoc?ealvntvt]edtestatewatn}g[t
to even get resources to get the ch||d toaspecral developmentally assistive clinic known to help these

children while they mrc still young, to change the course oftheir life. The waitlists in these ahemativefi
show there is very true needs occurring here. Your consideration is greatly appreciated b these serious

matters.
Thank you.-v Box 34711
D frvvlff Juneau, AK 99803-47U

Dangeli $-2/b
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Commiltcc Meeting Schedule

| of 10

Committee Meetings

(S)FINANCE _ STANDING_ COMMITTEE *
Mar 3 Frida 9:00 AV SENATE FINANCE 532
=SB 95 %HOOL GRADE LEVELS TELECONFERENCED
=+SB 105 PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING TELECONFERENCED
+3B 198 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATIONFOR  EDUCATION ~ TELECONFERENCED
+SB 244 UALITY_ SCHOOL GRANT FUNDINCREASE TELECONFERENCED
ills Previously Heard/Scheduled
(H)JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE
Mar 3 Frida CAPITOL 120
+B 310 &_ASKA INSURANCE GUARANTY ASSOCIATION TELECONFERENCED
+HB 284 UNINSURED IVDTCR VEHICLE INSURANCE TELECONFERENCED
+HB 378 WORKERS COVP AND WORKER SAFETY TELECONFERENCED

Pending Referral}

gBlll Postponed to 3/6}
ills Previously "Heard/Scheduled

(HRESOURCES _ | STANDING COMMITTEE
Mar 3 Friday 1:00 PV CAPITOL 124
-- Meeting Canceled —
Bills Prevmusly Heard/ScheduIed
(S)COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS STANDING _COMMITTEE
r3 Frid aKI 1:30 PV FAHRENKAWVP 203
b Meeting Scheduled
(H)FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE £
Mar 3 Frida 1:30 PM HOUSE FINANCE 519
+SB 7 INCREASE LAND GRANT TO UNIV. OF ALASKA TELECONFERENCED

= HB 218 MUSEUM ACQUISITION OF UNCLAIMED PROPERTY
Bill Held Over From 2/28}
ills Previously Heard/Scheduled

(S)JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE
Mar 3 Frlda)é BELTZ 211

(S)RESOURCES STANDING COMMITTEE

Mar 3 Frida)é 3:00 PM BUTROVICH 205
= SB 273 IL SPILL RESPONSE: NONTANK VESSELS & RR

Bills Previously Heard/Scheduled

(H)ILABOR & COMVERCE STANCDING 8OMI\§II'ITEE

Mar 3 Frida 15 PM
*+HB 398 {IFE AND HEALTH INSURANCE GUARANTYASSN  TELECONFERENCED
+HB 224 PERA: NOTICE BEFORE STRIKE TELECONFERENCED

Bills Previously Heard/Scheduled

H)FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE
Mar 4 Saturday 9:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519

PM
ils Prevmusly Heard/Scheduled TELECONFER.

Imp:/AMmAv.Icgis.slatc...k.us/s/baspgOOO.dII?EdilRcquest

H

3/3/00 8:40 AM
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Legislative Teleconference Network System

bonference Annoynceme

TCN:
Date:

Room:
Sponsor:
Purpose:

Agenda:

Sponsor Remarks:

http:/Mmww.Icgis.slatc.nk.us/ltns/prinl.cfm

hy

10157
March 08, 2000 1:15 PM

EXEC: DEPARTMENT OF H&SS, DFYS

PUB

PROPOSED REGULATION CHANGES REGARDING
1 LICENSURE OF RESIDENTIAL PSYCIATRIC TREATMENT

CENTERS

FAIRBANKS Teleconference Announcement

TCN:
Date:
Sponsor:
Purpose:
Agenda:

Sponsor Remarks:

10514
March 08, 2000 1:30 PM
SCRA: COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS

PUB

1 HB 133 VOTER APPROVAL OF SERVICE AREA CHANGES
3: SB 284 FALSE CLAIMS AGAINST STATE OR MUNI.
2: HB 340 KETCHIKAN INDIAN CORPORATION AS A RHA

leconference Announcement

TCN:
Date:

10508
March 08, 2000 3:15 PM

AddressfflHmm~

Room:
Sponsor:

Purpose:
Agenda:

Sponsor Remarks:

r-jj-d

60f7

HL&C: LABOR & COMMERCE

PUB

2: HB 422 WORKERS' COMPENSATION:DRUGS & ALCOHOL

4: Bills previously heard/scheduled
1 HB 334 CHARGE FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT QUOTA

3. HB 419 WORKERS' COMPENSATION

3/3/00 8:35 AM
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Teleconference Announcements

onie ice Announcement

TCN:
Date:

Room:
Sponsor:
Purpose:

Agenda:

Sponsor Remarks:

TCN:
Date:
Sponsor:
Purpose:
Agenda:

Sponsor Remarks:

10472
March 03, 2000 9:00 AM

SFIN: FINANCE

PUB

1: SB 95 SCHOOL GRADE LEVELS

2: SB 105 PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING

3: SB 198 INCREASE BASE ALLOCATION FOR EDUCATION
4: SB 244 QUALITY SCHOOL GRANT FUND INC REASE

10468
March 03,2000 1:00 PM
HJUD: JUDICIARY

PUB

2: HB 284 UNINSURED MOTOR VEHICLE INSURANCE
1: HB 310 ALASKA INSURANCE GUARANTY ASSOCIATION
3: HB 378 WORKERS COMP AND WORKER SAFETY

FAIRBANKS Teleconference Announcement

TCN: 10479
Date: March 03, 2000 1:30 PM

Sponsor: SJUD: JUDICIARY
Purpose: PUB
Agenda: 1 Bill Previously Heard or Scheduled

Sponsor Remarks:

I of 7 3/3/00 8:35 AM
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To: All members of the State House and Senate Finance and
Health, Education and SS Committees

From: Carter (Sall_¥ to some) Crawford, Member Chamber
University Committee 2/28 Page 1of2

YOU HAVE HEARD THE NEED

NOW FIND THE MONEY

UAEDUCATION IS AN INVESTMENT THAT PAYS
DIVIDENDS TO ALASKA PERMANENTLY!

Thank you any and all efforts to find this investment

Keaume is convinced Alaska
can’t establish a significant
high-tech industry without a
strong university system. He
noted national software and
pharmaceutical firms located in

Boston and Ann Arbor, Mich.,
home to major univeisities.

The University of Alaska
system could be the best bet for
the future, Reaume said, but
would need increased invest-
ment since “as an institution
its been crippled,” be said.

Other universities, like the
University of California Los
Angeles and the University of
Rochester in New York, have
liccfcd up their programs, he said.

In Alaska it would first
require building and student
housing repairs, followed by
pumping up two or three
departments with leading pro-
fessors, perhaps in mining sci-
ences, arctic engineering and
biotechnology, he said.

Payout from the change
could take several years but
could attract more students
and opportunities, he added.

“l think it5 worth investigat-
ing,” Goldsmith said. “If we
dont put money in the universi-
ty system we do a disservice to
the next generation."



Page 2: Crawford to Finance and Education

| am no student of the budget so It is difficult for me to know
where to find the $16.9 million. | know you can.

| certainly support the 60 day session idea, and | was one of the
few who Voted to cap the PFD. However in my neighborhood the

reason was simply greed. No one wanted to %l]ve up even alitfle to
get a long-term payout. | really do not think they understood it

| also support the new Higher Education Tax-Deferred Account,
but want more provisions n it to restrict its use outside Alaska.

If 1t 1s illegal to require the money be spent only in the state, can
\évge %J»t apenalty on its withdrawal for out of state use prior to age

For the record, the $25,000 payout is not the solution. | agree with
every objection. However |'have not seen anyone mention the
Impact this would have on local retailers. Without this infusion
every Oct., many businesses that rel?/ on the PFD tojump-start the
Important 4thquarter sales would suffer enormously.

Thank you for listening.”
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From

: DGNNA MATTHEWS PHONE No. : 907 243 4714 Mar.04 2000 6:08PM

To the House Finance Committee

| am also faxing this testimony because Jabbreviated it in order to present within the
one-minute limit imposed on those of us who testified in Anchorage. | now see by
looking at Gavel to Gavel that you are not restricting others to one minute, so |
respectfully submit these comments.

Jam Donna Matthews, Executive Director of Museums Alaska, a member organization of
museums, museum professionals, and museum supporters.

We are relieved that you are no longer considering eliminating the budget for the

Sheldon Jackson Museum. Nor are you considering moving the collection to another
location. But we are still concerned that you are considering a budget cut of 20%—
$56,000—that means that the Sheldon Jackson Museum will be closed for 2 months.

Do you know what a 2-month closure means In this Museum?

The collection—Alaska’s premier ethnographic collection valued at more than $13.5
million dollars—will be at risk from all the lurking pests, systems failures, human
errors and evils that can threaten valuable objects. Even the best intentions of a
skeleton staff will not be comparable to the diligence of the FOUR staff (2 =
professionally-trained museum staff; 2 = security/visitor services) who now care for
this incomparable treasure.

There will be no revenue from program or admissions during that 2 months, n "> will
there be opportunities to plan and develop programs to generate revenue during that
time. But you stated in intent language last year, that this Museum should increase its
program receipts, and you propose this year that the Museum earn an additional
$30,000 in program receipts. How can a facility increase program receipts when it is
closed for 1/6th of the year?

Do you know what the Sheldon Jackson Museum means to all of us?
This Museum is as comprehensive a representation of Alaska’s cultural heritage as you
will find.

Continued, next page

Testimony of Donna Matthews, 907-243-4714,  March 4,2000, House Finance Committee



From : DONNA MATTHEWS PHONE No. : 907 243 4714 Mar. 04 2000 6:09PM P02

Continued from preceding page

« At J11 years, The Sheldon Jackson is the oldest museum in the State. It is a statewide
facility that provides educaliona? and curatorial services all around the State..

« This Museum provides hands-on objects to schools and libraries and tourism groups
all over the State. Last year, 10,590 people handled these objects—and even more
visited the Museum in person.

« The collection is the most historically significant in the State. Its Alaska Native
artifacts arc among the oldest and highest r* ality.

« Even the building is historically significant. It is the first concrete structure erected in
Alaska and is on the National Register of Historic Places.

Do you know why this cut is before you?
Last year, you proposed in intent language that the Museum hecome self-supporting.
This language was vetoed by the Governor. We beiieve that you did not have all the
information you needed to make a sound recommendation about this Museum at that
time. AND we know that you do not have all the information now. This budget cut
came to you from the Governor’s office because Education Dept, staff wanted to avoid
your closing the Mur.eum. That is laudable, but no one who participated in this
recommendation is a trained museum professional who knows what the real impact of
this closure means to Alaska’s most valuable cultural heritage collection. That impact
is significant and may potentially damage the collection and will surely have a negative
effect on the quality of this greit Museum.

Museums Alaska urges you to remo\ t this cut from your budget consideration until you
have all the information you need to make a sound decision for the future of this
remarkable and valuable Alaska cultural heritage resource. Sheldon Jackson initiated his
collecting for this museum because he was appalled by the mass exodus of Alaska’s
objects to museums and collectors in the rest of the United Stales. He understood this
vision: that if the “stuff’isn’t here for us to see, to hold, to share, our children, our
visitors, our future generations will not know who wc are and what we did here.

Testimony of Donna Matthews, 907-243-4714,  March 4,2000, House Finance Committee
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Elizabeth Pontti Enfemio, MA, RPA
P.0. Box 907
Kodiak, AK 99615
(907) 486-7004, FAX (907) 486-7048
libby @ eagle.ptialaska.net

February 28,2000

Representative Eldon Mulder
FAX (907) 465-3518

Dear Representative Mulder,

| am writing you because | am concerned about the status of the
Sheldon Jackson Museum. | strongly urge you to support continued funding
of this wonderful and historic museum. You might not realize how great an
impact the Sheldon Jackson Museum has across the state of Alaska. On many
occasions | have used the museum's Hands-On Loan program, both for staff
training and for enrichment here at the Aiutiiq Museum in Kodiak. | have
found this service invaluable - nowhere else can museum professionals so
easily access materials such as these on a loan basis. Programs such as these
serve rural Alaska and should continue to be supported at their current level.
| hope you will reconsider your position and vote to preserve this state

treasure.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth P. Eufemio
Collections Manager
Alutiig Museum
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From :

DONNA MATTHEUS PHONE No. : 907 243 4714 Feb.28 2000 8:00AM

Representative Eldon Mulder, Alaska State Legislature

| am an Anchorage resident and an ardent supporter of Alaska's cultural heritage. | write
to urge you to reject any cuts to the tr rlget for the state’s museums and especially to
voice my concern over proposals that a*e being suggested to cut or eliminate funding for
the Sheldon Jackson Museum.

Unfortunately, most of the objects of our history (Native and non-native) have left Alaska.
Those of ue who are concerned about our great cultural heritage can still, however, point
with pride and enthusiasm to the Sheldon Jackson Museum in Sitka as one of the most
significant repositories of our history still remaining in the state.

These are some of the reasons why | urge you to continue responsible support for this
important cultural institution:

The Sheldon Jackson Museum is charged by statute with collecting and
preserving the evidence of Alaska’s past and providing programs to educate
the public and to assist small museums around the state.

The Alaska State Museums (Juneau and Sitka) are charged by statute (AS
14.57.010) with collecting and preserving the evidence of Alaska’s past and providing
programs to educate the public and to assist small museums around the state. TM
staff has experienced a 41% cut since FY 1986. With less money than was
appropriated in 1986, the Museum is required to care for and administer a collection
valued at millions of dollars.

The Sheldon Jackson Museum Is a statewide facility, providing educational
services to schools and libraries all around Alaska. Its collection formed the nucleus for
the highly regarded Yup’ik Masks exhibition that traveled throughout Alaska and
nationally to great acclaim. One of Its most far reaching programs is the Hands-on
Loan program. Over a one-year period 10,590 people (other than Museum visitors)
had the opportunity to interact with these materials in their schools, libraries, local
museums and through exhibits on board ships.

The Sheldon Jackson Museum is an Important visitor destination.

In 1999 the Museum served 18,872 people. There were 9579 general public visitors;
4034 were visitors coming through on bus tours. Forty-five researchers made use of
the Museum'’s collections.

The Sheldon Jackson Museum is important in the story of our state’s history. At
111 years, The Sheldon Jackson is the oldest museum In the state. The building that
houses the Museum's’ collection Is the first concrete structure ever built in Alaska, Its
significance is recognized by placement on the National Register of Historical Places.
The collection of objects at the Sheldon Jackson Museum is acknowledged ?sthe
most important ethnographic collection in the state.

Our museums and cultural centers care for our cultural objects so that we can share our
stories with our children and our visitors, and we can explain and describe ourselves to
future generations. We rely on objects to help us tell the story of what we have been and
what we might become. | hope you will reject any cuts to the budget for the state’s

MUSEUMS

Donna Matthews
B916 Gloralee St
Anchorage AK
907-243-4714
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9541 Victor Road
Anchorage, AK 99515
25 February 2000

VTAFAX

Rep. Eldon Mulder 465-3518
Rep. Lisa Murkowski 465-2293
Rep. Jolin Coghill 465-3258
Rep. Andrew Halcro 465-2418
Rep. Sharon Cissna 465-4588
Rep. Jeannette James 465-2381
Rep. Reggie Joule 465-4586

Ladies and Gentlemen:

| was distressed to hear ofthe proposed $56,000 reduction of the Sheldon Jackson Museum’s
funding. | understand that the Department of Education’s proposal for this cut was a response to
a legislator’s mi ~apprehension that the State has two museums, which | am quite sure you know is

not the case.

The acquisition ofthe Sheldon Jackson Museum by the Alaska State Museum was a major step in
assuring the preservation, in perpetuity, for the benefit of the people ofthe State, ofa truly major
collection of literally irreplaceable anthropological materials. The present decision appears to
place that collection under a significant and unacceptable threat.

| urge you to either press the Department of Education to find other, less damaging, places to
make cuts in its budget, or, failing that, adding funds to that budget to correct the problem,

Sincere”-.

Charles E. Diters
Former Chair, Alaska State Museum
Collections Advisory Committee
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Alutiig Museum
and Archaeological Repository

vr 215 Mission Road. Suite 10L Kodiak. AlwJca 99615
' (907) -486-700-1 Fas: (907) 486-7048 E-mail: alutiiq2@ptialaski.net

February 28,2000

Honorable Eldon Mulder
Honorable Lisa Murkowski

Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol Building
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Funding for Sheldon Jackson Museum

Dear Representatives Mulder and Murkowski,

| am writing to express our most serious concern with your proposal to close the
Sheldon Jackson Museum in Sitka. This wonderful facility and its professional staff have
been an outstanding resource for small museums like ours. We have relied on their
experience in rural Alaska to help us serve our remote community. They have set an
outstanding example and their hard work deserves recognition not termination.
Moreover, it is simply not appropriate for all of Alaska's treasures to be stored in urban
centers. Rural Alaska's heritage should not be removed front its home simply because it
Is more convenient. Both state and federal historic preservation laws recognize he
importance of curating objects in the communities they most closely reflect. Sheldon
Jackson’s collection maK be from across Alaska, but it reflects the development of Sitka
and is a cornerstone ofthe community's history.

| urge you to maintain fUnding for the Sheldon Jackson Museum. Rural Alaska
deserves access to the objects of it heritage. The collection belongs in Sitka where it can
continue to educate and inspire the community and its visitors. Closing it would be a
tragedy, | cannot believe that Alaska would mortgage its heritage in such a way.

Siifcerely,

Amy'Steffian
Deputy Director/ Curator

cc. Bruce Kato, Chief Curator, Alaska State Museum, Juneau
Kristen Griffin, Board Chair, Sheldon Jackson Museum, Sitka

T e A S S gt
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Hames Corp. Phone: 907,747,4044

1847 Halibut Point Rd. Fax: 907.747.7952
Hames Corp Sitke, AK 92035 Email

rogerhames@ seamarr.com

To: Senator Eldon Mulder, Chair
House Finance Committee on the
Education Budget

@Fax: 907-465-3518

From: Roger L. Hames

Date: Monday, February 28, 2.000 @ 9:29 AM

Re: Sheldon Jackson Museum

Pages: 1, including this

Dear Senator Mulder,

lam writing to inform you that I strongly oppose the proposed part time closure of
the Sheldon Jackson Museum, one of Alaska's tWo state museums. The state museums
are an important part of Alaska's educational system. They are also important economic
resources, serving our statewide visitor industry.. The proposed closure of the Sheldon
Jackson Museum will reduce the Department of Education and Early Development budget
by only $56,000 but will hurt our region by causing the loss of permanent full time jobs
and restricting public access to an important visitor destination. It will also prevent the
museum from being used as itwas intended: as a statewide educational and cultural
resource available to the public. This loss will be felt by thousands of Alaskans who
benefit from the programs of the Sheldon Jackson Museum.

Sincerely,

TOTAL P .01
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Sheldon Jackson Museum

iori

Subject: Sheldon Jackson Museu
ale; Fri, 25 Feb 2000 19:34:17 GMT
[OM: "Phyllis Hackelt" <phackett@hotmail.com>
To: Representative_Eldon_Mulder@legis,slate.ak.us

Dear Senator Mulder,

I am writing to inform you that 1 strongly oppose the proposed part time
closure of the Sheldon Jackson Museum, one of Alaska®s two museums. The
state museums are an important part of Alaska®"s educational systenm. They
are also important economic resources, serving our visitor industry. The
proposed closure of the SJ Museum will reduce the Department of Education
and Early Development budget by only $56,000 but will hurt our region by
causing the loss of permanent full time jobs and restricting public access
to am important visitor destination. It will also prevent the museum from
being used as it was intended: as a statewide educational and cultural
resource available to the public. This los :will be felt by thousands of
Alaskans who benefit form the programs at the SJ Museum.

Sincerely,

Phyllis A. Hackett

Get Your Private, Free Email at http://www.hotmail.com

2/28/00 12:33 JM
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@ Representatives Eldon Mulder and Lisa Murkowski
Fairbanks Senators Pete Kelly, Georgianna Lincoln, Gary Wilken and
Fairbanks Representatives Tom Brice, John Davies and Jim Whitaker

FROM: Molly Lee, Ph.D., Curator of Ethnology, UA Museum and Associate
Professor of Anthropology, UAp

DATE: February 29, 2000
RE: Proposed Closing of Sheldon Jackson Museum

As a museum professional and a researcher who has published on the Sheldor. T -kson
Museum, I strongly oppose the closing of the Museum for several reasons:

First, the Alaska Native artifacts deposited at the Sheldon Jackson Museum are the
oldest, highest quality, and most historically significant of any in the State. Ifthe
collection is moved to the Alaska State Museum it will no longer be on view and will
therefore hecome inaccessible to tourists and Alaska Native people alike.

Second, quite apart from the collection, the Sheldon Jackson Museum itself is an
important historic artifact. The building is the first concrete structure erected in Alaska
and is on the National Register of Historic Places. Its application for the more prestigious
National Historic Landmark status ‘of which there are only 250 nationwide) is presently
in process. The Museum building is a prime destination for tourists, architectural

historians and history buffs alike.

Finally, taken together, the Sheldon Jackson Museum and its contents provide a unique
lens for viewing the activity of Alaska Native artifact collecting at the turn of the
twentieth century. To seFarate them, and to reorqanlz_e the collection according to current
Bra}ct[ce, constitutes the loss of one of the few collections still housed in its original
uilding, one organized according to turn-of-the century categories. Closure of the
building and removal of its contents will destroy the integrity of this invaluable historic

resource.

In view of these factors, | urge you to reconsider your position on the Sheldon Jackson
Museum and urge the Fairbanks legislators to oppose this hill.
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FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

TO!

Senator Elton Mulder Carol J. Accveda, General Manager

COMPANY: DATE:

Chair, House Finance subcommittee 02/28/00

on the education budget
VAX NUMBnil: TOTAL NO. OP PAGES JNCJ.UDING COVER:

465-3518 1
PHONE NUMRRRI SENDER’'S REFERENCE NUMBER:

Fax 747-4-915

tut YOUR REFERENCE NUMBRRI

Sheldon Jackson Museum
X URCJENT O FOR REVIEW O PLEASE COMMENT O PLEASE REPLY O PLEASE RECYCLE

The importance of keeping the museum opened and operating full time is critical to the
cultural, economic, educational and social impact of all Alaskans. The pride of Alaskans is
presented to visitors from outside the state, and not to mention local students from the
educational environment. Status and history is preserved from years of work by dedicated
\'\//(l)lunteers who believed in Alaska’s people. Please continue to fund the Sheldon Jackson

useum.

Thank you for your assistance.

456 Kotlten Srest » Sitka, Alaska 990835 » (907) 7473207« (907) 7474915
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Subject: Sheldon Jackson Museum
ale: Sun, 20 Feb 2000 10:26:32 -0900
rolm: Paul and Sande Anderson <psjsbb@alaska.net>
0. Representative, Eldon_Mulder@legis.state.ak.us

House Education Sub Committee to Finance Committee
Re: consideratin of funding cut for the Sheldon Museum, Sitka, Alaska

I oppose the proposed cut to the Sheldon Museum. The Sheldon Muceum
belongs to all Alaskans. It enriches our lives. Surely we are not so
rich that we can afford to do without the Sheldon Museum or so poor that
we cannot support it. A Museum is the caretaker of our past to
enlighten our future. It is not just a tourist destination. It belongs

to us,

Sandra Anderson

2/22/00 116 I'M
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01-00 04:12F Lloyd Hamas | |oyd Center 1 307 747 6357

329 Harbor Drivt, Suite 207 « Sitka, Alaaka 99835 »(907) 747-8486 or 747-6320

Pax # 465-3518
March 1, 2000

Dear Senator Eldon Mulder, Chair
House Finance Committee on Education Budget

I am writing to inform you that | strongly appose the proposed part time
closure of the Sheldon Jackson Museum, one of Alaska’s two State Museums.
The state museums are on important part of Alaska’s educational system.
They are also important economic resources, serving our statewide visitor
industry. The proposed closure of the Sheldon Jackson Museum will reduce
the Department of Education and Early Development budget by only $56,000
but will hurt our region by causing the loss of permanent full time jobs and
restricting public access to an important visitor destination. It will also pre-
vent the museum from being used as it was intended: as a statewide education
al and cultural resource available to the public. This loss will be felt by
thousands of Alaskans who benefit from the programs of the Shelddon Jackson

Museum,
Sincerely,
Lloyd and Barbara Hames

329 Harbor Drr. Ste 301
Sitka, Alaska 99835
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SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE

Working for strong economies, healthy communities, and a qualify environment In Southeast Alaska

A Resolution 0r the Southeast Conference Urging the Legislature to insure the Continued
Operationofthe Crystal Lake Hatchery
Resolutionoo-27

W hereas, funds previously allocated for the operation of the Crystal Lake Hatchery have been reduced
causing the probability of closure of the hatchery if other operational options or fUnding sources
are not secured: and

W hereas, closure ofthe facility would send a dangerous message to the Canadians and Pacific Northwest
states that Alaska is not concerned with the enhancement: of King salmon production; and

WHEREAS, most importantly, the Crystal Lake Hatchery produces Chinook salmon which are an integral
part o f the economic health of Southeast Alaska; and

WHEREAS, the Crystal Lake Hatchery is critically important to the region’s troll fishery and to the
commercial charter fleet which serves a rapidly expanding tourist industry; and

WHEREAS, the closure of the hatchery would have a detrimental afFect on the region just as it is emerging
from a timber based economy and moving towards an economy based upon tourism and small

business diversity.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE ITRESOLVED
by the Southeast Conference to urge the legislature to insure the continued operation
ofthe Crystal Lake Hatchery by providing sufficient funding to the Alaska Department of Fish
<fc Gams to fully fund the operations of the Crystal Lake Hatchery.

Adopted by Southeast Conference on March 2,2000.

Attest; Frank Homan
Executive Director

rtv in% aAte

TOTAL P .01
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Alaska State Legislature
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Fax To: House Finance Majority Members
Re: FY 01 Operating Budget

Date: 34-00

Fax From: Dennis E. Hojna MSW, LCSW
Director/Clinician
Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.
Yukon Tanana Counseling Services
1302 21¢Avenue, Fairbanks, AK 99701
(800)478-6822 xt 3462, fax: (907)459-3934
<dhojna@tananachiefs.org>

Dear Representative,

| am an Itinerant Mental Health & Substance Abuse Clinician on the front lines in 9 Interior Native
villages. The incidence of severe and devastating substance abuse is legendary and has numerous
costly spin- offconsequences in terms of overall health care costs. Needs assessments done by
various agencies and Tribal Councils themselves always target substance abuse services as a primary
need. In addition to getting adults and teens into treatment and providing aftercare, programs like
ours are doing direct prevention with the impressionable (and still reachable) kids to build identity,
coping skills, awareness of resources and resilience. Do | need to mention how this helps prevent
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome and how crippling that is? The ast thing Interior Alaska needs is cuts in
this area.We do also serve the chronically mentally ill and those with domestic violence and sexual
assault issues, and extensive national experience has shown that child care assistance works in terms
of promoting welfare-to-work. Make cuts in these areas and you will pay for it at another time out
ofanother budget line. I realize making decisions in these areas is difficult in a st ere people
don't want to pay for government and have grown to feel entitled. But PLEASE, don't even
THINK of cutting substance abuse funds. Thanks for listening.
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05:40 9076561501 SALENA MENTAL HEALTH EASE

March 2,2000
To ALL House Finance Majority members:

Proposed cuts in budget, for FYOL, include cuts < Mental Health funding. Fprthisto go
forward would mean great hardship fpr thousands of Ci)eople inour region. Cuts would
seriously affect services that are already under funded. Please consider the following;

1 The Yukon-Koyukuk Mental Health Reﬁlon Is seated in Galena- but 5 other
communities are provide services as well. _

For mpst of those communities, YKIMH. is the only source of counseling and support

for troubled children, parents, families, Seivi.ee providers and the community.

Travel must be via plane - there arc no roads between any ofthe communities - air

travel is COStlle/ - acost that recently went up due to a 300% fuel price increase.

Intheory, YKMH travels to each community once per month. - budget realities

dictate that YKMH actually gets to each, community every 5-6 weeks. _

In urban settings, no one would have to ever wait 5-6 weeks between counseling

sessmns(!j J)l Yet.., this is the reality of current budget cuts - and more cuts are

proposea: . :

6, Suicide, alcohol abuse, domestic violence and child sexual abuse are rampant
problems in this area - thpse -who are affected number in the thousands - and are
manifestations of years and years where preventative sendees have not been possible
due to a lack offinding, Peoplewho have already lost hope, who must wait for

assistance are seriously at risk.

There have been continued cuts to funds for Mental Health. - Currently, there is onl
enough in the budget for the YKMH Itinerant Therapist to be part-time.  The YKMH
Director must constantly seek sources of funding for current services and also provide
services- and the incredsed need is steaqy, Calls come in daily asking for appointments
or inquiring when the YKMH Itinerant Therapist will next be in their community.

Inthe YKMH region, there are over 175 people - children, mothers, fathers, elders-who
are either on a wait list or ‘on-hold” due to current fundln? problems.  Some have been qu
hold or waltln% for four months. Yukan-Koyukuk Mental Health is too often the only
source of assistance - and is not even funded for emergency response.

o B~ W N

Arc you real(ly I\%oing to vote to add to dproblems or to address them proactively and
properly fund Mental Health Services:

Miriam A. Jensen
Galena, Alaska 99741
Ph. 907-656-1951

01/01
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March 3, 2000

Dear Finance Committeg,

My name is Deanna C\:ﬁtam, | amthe Tribal Family & Youth Specialist for the
communify of Ruby, Alaska. We have apoPuIatlon of less than 200 people. The Ruby
Tribal Council, under the Indian Child Welfare Act employs me. Currently the only
Mental Health Services we receive is through Yukon Koyukuk Mental Health Program
out of Galena. The services that we receive 1S so limited 1t barley makes a dent. A once
months visit by an itinerant counselor. This is pathetic. _ o

There have been so many traumatic events in our community, that it is
overwhelming. | worked this f]]ob since 1992, but my sister-in law, Agnes Wright, was
brutally murdered in 199. She was the postmaster here in Ruby, | am sure you
remember the front-page headlines that still haunt me. When thiis happened 1 could not
continue working, I quit mg{]lob and was finally able to cope two years later.

_Since | returned to this position in August of 1998 there have been numerous
suicide attempts, child molestation and a murder suicide. \We really need help.

There'is no local position here in Ruby for a Mental Health Counselor, due to
cutbacks the position has been vacant for two years. There are limited jobs in our
community and a high rate of unemployment, many people don’t have benefits to choose
from, because they don’t meet the criteria of these programs. This leads to loneliness,
depression and alcohol. We don’t expect handouts and are not asking for any. We are
asklnﬂ you to reconsider where you do your cutting. We are in dire need of Mental
Health Services. _ _

Currently we have an Itinerant Counselor who travels to the villages once a month
who has now been cut to part-time because of the diminishing funds. o

Travel to the villages is expensive but necessary. Please don’t take what limited

means of services that we have.

~_lamtrying to help my people by %ettlng_them_ the help we all need at different
times inour life. You are ina position fo eli) with this, You know as well as | do, that
early intervention isthe key to prevention. Please consider the impact you will be making
on our community and many like ours. o _

_There are problems in every community, we are bringing ours into the open and
are trying to make changes to break the cycles of abuse & neglect, please help us, don't
impede us. Make the right decision. o

Thank you for your time and your consideration.

Respectfully,

Deanna Captain -
Tribal Family &Youth Specialist
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Barbara Cohea
P.O. Box 412
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752

907-442-3175

Gosh I’m getting tired. What more dowe have to do? How many times do we have to fight and win the
same battles over and over again?

The tobacco settlement money was a settlement to help prevent the deaths of future generations ofchildren.
It really is that simple. It was not a settlement to fund schools, or new roads, or whatever other good use
die money could be used for. | have faith that you don’t want to use the money for frivolity. | have faith
that the other items you want to use the tobacco settlement money for are vital concerns for which money is
needed. And honestl?/, 1have no informed knowledge ofwhat these needs arc and so | can’t argue how
much more they would benefit us than funding tobacco prevention would. What I do know is that when we
don’t use the settlement money to fund tobacco prevention, or we use only a small amount, we send a very
powerful message to Philip Morris, Loriiiiard, Brown and Williamson and all the rest of the tobacco

companies.

We send them the message that we are no better than theyare  that it iaall about the money for usjust as
it is all about profits for them. We send them the message that wc won'’t cut into their profits by cutting
into the numbers of their customer-victims. We send them the message that it isn’t about the future health
of our children. Wc send them the message that we can be bought ofE That ifthey give us the money,
we’ll use it for our roads, or schools and then we will be silent about tobacco prevention.

You know, they’re smart They know they have the money and the resources to hang with those of us who

do this work until the bitter end. They know theyjust have to waitus out I’m tired. They know we get

tired. They know we do this on our own time, as volunteers. They know ifith partofourjobs, it’s onlya

small portion of our work. They know our time has to be div.ded among tobacco, diabetes, alcohol,

ﬁregnancy, HTV, and on and . and on. They have the money to pay endless legions of lobbyists. They
ave bottomless pockets ro draw money from to contribute to political campaigns.

They have fought the truth for years, and so far, with a very small exception, they’ve won. You know, they
want us to use the r_none%/ for something other than tobacco use prevention. They want us to do _exactIK _
what you are thinking about doing. They have a proven track record of30 years that says time is on their

side and money talks.

People like me are getting tired. And they are countinP onit! Don’tmake this a complex decision, because
it really isn’t. Sometimes certain things are just clearly the right thing to do.

You have got to be better than they THINK you are, because they think you can be bought. And ifyou cut
funding for tobacco prevention, people will think you have been.

Sincerely,

Barbara Cohea
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X Btring Strait Coalition for Prevention
“Uniting Substance Abuse Coalitions tor the Bering Strait Region’
NS s = s S4Aorthwestern Regional Tobacco Prevention & . Control Program

March 8,2000

Dear Representative 12Idon Mulder:

| am writing in strong support of continued and increased Tobacco Settlement appropriations for

a comprehensive, sustained tobacco control program, Funding this_pro?ram should be the /in/
priority for use of these funds. The Legislature could then appropriate the remaining balance to

any program it desires.

Settlement fUnds should be used for exactly what they were intended: to reduce and prevent
tobacco-related suffering and disease among Alaskans. \We have started an important program
last year, we need to continue this funding, but $1.4 million is not enough.

We support the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance’s $2.8 million request forFY2001. This will
slowly ramp program funding up to $8,2 million recommended by the Alaska Tobacco Control
Alliance and supported by the (‘enters for Disease Control.

When given a legitimate chance, these thes of programswork. They have proven to work in
California, Oregon, Florida and Massachusetts.  They can work here:

The youth who are not addicted and the adult smokers who ere addicted to tobacco products

dleserve to receive tobacco cessation prolqrams that Settlement money can fund. Medical costs

&(:)Lr érea'tlll ng tobacco related illnesses totals $154 million, yet the state’s level of fonding is only
.6 million,

|f there is one thing that we can strive to achieve, it isto reducingz the sufferinﬁ inflicted from

tobacco-related diseases. Please help us help Alaskansto prevent and break their tobacco
addiction.
Sincerely,
uu - t - Post-1t* Fax Note 7671 °xi* 7 h K 0 i
Naomi E. Malony TOOPjO (VW AAjI*' From
Program Coordinator Ca/Depl Co,
Photv># Phono *
Cc. Representative Con Bundc Faxt

Representative Norm Rokcberg

BERING STRAIT COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
P. O. Box 1350 « Nome Alaska 99762 « (907) 443-5888; fax 3880; 1-800-478-5888
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Check our Website
auroraweb.com/ahec
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Education Consortium
P.O. Box 1001563, Anchorage, Alaska 99510

March 8,2000

Members of the House Finance Committee:

Co-Chairs, Eldon Mulder and Gene Therriault

Members, Con Bunde, Alan Austerman, Gary Davis, Richard Foster
Gail Phillips, Bill Williams, John Davies, Ben Grussendorf, Carl Moses
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol (MS 3100}

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear House Finance Committee Member:

This letter is on behalf of the Alaska Health Education Consortium to express our
consistent support for a comprehensive, sustained tobacco control program funded by the
Tobacco Settlement. We support the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance’s $2.8 million
request for FY 2001, which 1s still far less than the $8.2 million recommended by the

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Last year the Legislature appropriated start-uE funds for activities to reduce and prevent
tobacco-related suffering and disease in Alaska. However, $1.4 million is not enough to
adequately fund sustained programs throughout the state. Examples of current activities
include céssation demonstration projects, public media/education, the development ofa
quit kit, and training for health care professionals, to name a few. With time, these and
other strategics will work, just as they have in California, Oregon, Florida and

Massachusetts.

The Alaska Health Education Consortium, a statewide organization committed to
promoting health and preventing disease, urges you to fund tobacco prevention and
control efforts at the $2.8 million level.

Sincerely,

Rocky Pfotnick, Past-President
CC.  Representatives Con Bunde and Norm Rokeberg
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KGII Recovery Center I
126 Washington Street
Ketchikan, 99901 IVnt rl Irnlth
907) 247-4330 Phone
§9073 247-4293 Fax _
Ketchikan
Dear Rep. Eldon Mulder; General Hospital

| am writing in strong support of continued and increased Tobacco Settlement
appropriations for a comprehensive, sustained tobacco control program. Funding this
program should be the first priority for use of these funds. The Legislature could then

appropriate the remaining balance to any program it desires.

Settlement funds should be used for exactly what they were intended; to reduce and
prevent tobacco-related suffering and disease among Alaskans. \We have started an
Important program last year, we need to continue this funding, but S1.4 million is not

enough

We supi)ort the Alaska Tobacco Control Alliance’s S2.8 million request for FY2001.
This will slowly ramp program funding ug to SS.2 million recommended by the Alaska
Tobacco Control Alliance and supported by the Centers for Disease Control.

When given a legitimate chance, these type of programs work. They have proven to
work in California, Oregon, Florida and Massachusetts. They can work here.

The youth who are not yet addicted and the adult smokers who are addicted to tobacco

R/rlod_ucts deserve to receive tobacco cessation programs that Settlement money can fund.,
edical costs for treating tobacco related illnesses totals S154 million yet the state's level

of funding is only $1.6 million.

It there is one thing that we strive to achieve it is to reducing the suffering inflicted from
tobacco-related diseases. Please help us help Alaskans to prevent and break their tobacco

addiction.

Sincerely,

Wi o L
KGHRC Program Manager

Cc: Rep. Con Bunde
Rep. Norm Rokchen
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State Programs Can Reduce

Tobacco Use

National Cancer Policy Board

INSTITUTE OF MEDICINE

NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

owing attention is focused on how
tates can prevent deaths due to
bacco use. Thus state governors,

ate legislators, and their staffs currarbg

PrUb“C have all been drawn into the debate.
his report does not address the merit of
tobacco control compared to alternative
of state funds or attempt to balance the

must decide whether to fund tobacco ourests of contending stakeholders; in-

trol programs, and, if they do, how much
to spend on them. _
~ The National Cancer Policy Board (a
joint Program_ of the Institute of Medicine
and the National Research Council) is
charged with carrying out policy analyses
to help the nation deal with cancer; in
1997, it quickly identified tobacco’s role
as the foremost cause of cancer deaths as
its first topic of concent.1The hoard fol-
lowed debates taking place in state capi-
tals throughout 1998 and 1999, and de-
cided in July 1999, in consultation with
the Board on Health Promotion and Dis-
ease Prevention of the Institute of Medi-
cing, that it would be useful to summarize
evidence about the effectiveness of state
tobacco control programs and to briefly
describe those programs for state govern-
ment officials. o _
Tobacco control will likely remain on
the agenda of many states for several years.
Public health advocates, tobacco firms, to-
bacco growers, retailers, and the general

stead, it focuses on the narrower question
of whether state tobacco control rograms
can reduce smoking and save lives. As
states contemplate increasing their tobacco
control efforts, many have asked if such
programs can make a difference. The evi-
dence is clear: TheK_can. _

The stakes are high. Tobacco use kills
more Americans each year than any other
cause. The estimated 430,000 deaths at-
tributed to tobacco use annually are far
more than those caused by illegal diugs,
homicides, suicides, AIDS; motor vehicle
accidents, and alcohol combined.2 Lungz
cancer kills more Americans than breas
and prostate cancer combined,3 and to-
bacco accounts for over 30% of all cancer
deaths and a comparable fraction of deaths
due to heart and lung diseases. Yet despite
these risks, many, many people start
smoking each year. In 199, over 18 mil-
lion people bécame daily smokers, two-
thirds of them (1.2 mﬂhor% underage 184
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SOURCES: American Cancer Society, ”1999 Facts and Figures: Selected Cancers,"
available at www.cancer.org/statistics/cff99/selected toc.html (top), and Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, "Comparative Causes of Annual Deaths in the
United States,” available at www.cdc.gov/tobacco/andths.htm (bottom).
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State Programs Can Reduce Tobacco Use

Over the past decade, states have
moved to the forefront of tobacco control.
Starting with California in 1988, and fol-
lowed by Massachusetts, Arizona, Oregon
and other states, referenda have increased
tobacco excise taxes and dedicated a frac-
tion of the revenues to reducing tobacco

3

streams ém Florida, Minnesota, Missis-
sippi, and Texas) or in revenues antici-
pated through the Master Settlement
Agreement with the other states and terri-
tories signed in 1998. In aggregate, these
agreements could transfer as much as $246
billion from tobacco firms to states over

use. Legislatures in other states—such as  the next 25 years.

Alaska, = Hawail, Maryﬁand, Michigan,
New Jersey, New York, and Washmg-
ton—have “increased tobacco taxes su

stantlall¥, raising questions about how
much of the revenue should go to tobacco
control. In addition, settlements of law-
suits against tobacco firms to recoup state
monies spent through Medicaid have now
resulted ~ in individual state revenue

What Is the Evidence that
State Programs Make a
Difference?

The best evidence for the effectiveness
of state tobacco control programs comes

Resources on State Tobacco Control Programs

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recently
surveyed state tobacco control programs and recommended
benchmarks.5Several other CDC reports are also of interest.6
The National Governors Association (www.nga.org) and the Na-
tional Conference of State Legislatures (www.ncsl.org) both
have projects to monitor state tobacco control deveiopments.
The National Association of State and Territorial Health Officials
(wwwe.astho.org/prevention/tobacco.html) and the National As-
sociation of County and City Health Officials (www.naccho.org/
PROJECT44.htm) also have tobacco control projects.

The University of California at San Francisco has analyzed de-
velopments in many states (Www.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco), and
researchers there have worked with California senate staff to
prepare model legislation on state tobacco control.7

IN addition, several states have evaluated existing programs or
have formulated plans for future ones:8

* Prospect Associates produced a planning guide on state to-
bacco control for the American Cancer Society,9

» The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation funds the SmokelLess
States initiative administered by the American Medical Asso-
ciation (www.ama-assn.org/special/aos/tobacco/main.htm),

+ The National Center for Tobacco-Free Kids monitors develop-
ments at the state level (www.tobaccofreekids.org), and

» The American Legacy Foundation will also be carrying out na-
tional tobacco control activities (www.americanlegacy.org).


http://www.nga.org
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http://www.naccho.org/
http://www.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco
http://www.ama-assn.org/special/aos/tobacco/main.htm
http://www.tobaccofreekids.org
http://www.americanlegacy.org

4 State Programs Can Reduce Tobacco Use

from comparing states with different in-
tensities of tobacco control, as measured
b fundln(i levels and “aggressiveness.”
or example, when California and Massa-
chusetts mounted programs that were more
“Intense” than those of other states, they
showed greater decreases in tobacco use
compared to states that were part of the
American  Stop  Smoking  Intervention
Study (ASSIST) funded by the National
Cancer Institute.X) From 1989 to 1993,
when the Massachusetts program began,
California had the largest and most ag-
gressive tobacco control program in the
nation, and it showed a singular decline in
cigarette consumption that was over 50%
faster than the national average.1L A recent
evaluation of the Massachusetts tobacco
control program showed a 15% decline in
adult smoking—compared to very little
change  nationally—thus reducmg the
number of smokers there by 153,000 be-
tween 1993 and 1999.2 States that were
part of the ASSIST program, in turn, de-
voted more resources to tobacco control
than did other states except Massachusetts
and California, and they showed in aggre-
gate a 7% reduction in tobacco consump-
tion Joer capita from 1993 to 19% com-
pared fo non-ASSIST states.B Such a
‘dose-rcsponse” effect is strong evidence
that state programs have an impact; that
more tobacco control correlates with less
tobacco use, and that the reduction coin-
cides with the intensification of tobacco
control efforts, _

A second line of evidence comes from
observing effects on tobacco consumption
beyond those associated with Prlce. en
tobacco prices rise, sales should drop, and
when prices drop, sales should rise. Yet
price alone does not explain the observed
consumption patterns. In the first 2 years

after Oregon’s hallot initiative was imple-
mented, Tor example, cigarette consume-
tion dropped by over 11%, which is 5%
more than would be expected from the
price increase alone.¥ The recently re-
orted decreases in tobacco use in Alaska
alifornia, and Florida similarly exceed
what would be expected from price in-
creases alone. Moreover, when cigarette
prices dropped nationwide during 1992-
1994, consumption rose in states with
small tobacco control efforts but did not
rise in Il of 14 ASSIST states;b
consumption also plateaued in California
and Massachusetts. This su[gge_sts that
tobacco control measures limited the
increase in tobacco sales expected as a
result of a price drop.

In the review of tobacco control pro-
gram elements that follows, results are re-
ported in ranges, and sometimes those
ranges are_lar?e. It is generally quite diffi-
cult to attribute a reduction in tobacco use
to any single factor; often, many factors
work“in parallel. The underl mgi message
IS quite clear, however: Multifaceted
state tobacco control programs are ef-
fective in reducing tobacco use.

Counteradvertising and
Education

_ Countcradvertising and public educa-
tion campaigns have become standard
elements of tobacco control, although their
funding levels and aggressiveness va

considerably among the states. Counterad-
vertising campaigns can convey a variety
of messages and can be aimed at different
audiences. An evaluation of the California
tobacco control program concluded that it
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was most effective in its early years, when
the highest-impact advertisements empha-
sized deceptive practices undertaken hy
tobacco firms. B Evaluators concluded that
the program became less effective when
sPendln% for counteradvertising dropped
(from $16 million in 1991 to $6.6 million
by 1995), and when the advertisements
began to focus on health risks rather than
tobacco industry practices.I7 As a result,
the program’s advisory committee made
its foremost 1997 ?oal to “vigorously ex-
pose tobacco industry tactics.™I8A “natural
experiment” under way in Florida may
Browde further insight.” The Florida Pilot
roPram, funded by that state’s tobacco
settfement, created the edgy “Truth Cam-
paign” and SWAT (Students V\[orkgn%
Against Tobacco) program. During its firs
year, tobacco use among youths decreased
dramatically. The second-year budgets for
both programs were seriously threatened
in the Florida legislature—at one point
facing extinction—but funding was par-
tially restored. The program diirector was
removed and the counteradvertising cam-
paign was said to be heading “ina new
direction.” 2 The budget for public media
Is slated to drop from $24 million to $18
million in the second year. If the rate of
decline in tobacco consumption among
ouths stalls in Florida, as it did in Cali-
omia after 1994, this would provide fur-
ther evidence that the "dose” of tobacco
control predicts its impact. _
School-based tobacco prevention pro-
grams are also part of state tobacco control
Brograms. The effectiveness of school-
ased programs varies. They arc most ef-
fective when the message iS delivered re-
peatedly and is taken as seriously and
promoted as powerfully as arc other forms
of drug abuse education. Properly imple-
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mented school programs can, however,
lower smoking prevalence from 25% to
60%.d) These programs have been evalu-
ated repeatedly,2L and in 1994 CDC pro-
duced a set o ?wde_lmes for school-based
proqrams.zz States will want to take care in
Implementing  school-based  programs,
however, because they can consume con-
siderable resources to little effect; a 19%
meta-analysis showed only a modest im-
pact for most programs. The 1994 Institute
of Medicine report Growing Up Tobacco
Free noted the variable results of school-
based programs but concluded that they
should be part of a comprehensive tobacco
control strategy because educating school-
age children "and adolescents about the
consequences of tobacco use is clearly im-
portant to sustain a smoke-free norm. °3

Experimentation with the content and
style of counteradvertising and education
programs will and should™ continue, sub-
ject to evaluation to enable improvements
and increase their impact. With that in
mind, the American Legacy Foundation is
beln? established with funding from the
Master Settlement Agreement.” Its duties
will include finding and oversight of a
national  counteradvertising  campaign.
Many states arc also planning major In-
creases in their counteradvertising and
education initiatives.

Establishing Smoke-Free
Workplaces and Public Spaces

The main impetus for smoke-free envi-
ronments grew from concern about ex-
osing nonsmokers to the toxic effects of
obacco smoke. Making  worksites,
schools, and homes smoke-free zones is a
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powerful strategy for reducing tobacco use
overall because It boosts quit rates and re-
duces consumption.24 A 1996 review, for
example, estimated that smoke-free work-
glaces reduced the number of smokers by
5% on average (meaning that almost one
in five smokers quit, as smoking preva-
lence is about 25%) arid reduced use
among continuing smokers by 10%25An-
other review attriouted over 22% of the
tobacco consumption drop in Australia
between 1983 and 1995, and almost 13%
of the drop in the United States between
1988 and 1994, to smoke-free workplace
policies.2 The death toll and ill-health at-
tributable to involuntary smoking are thor-
outhy documented in a Surgeon Gen-
eral’s report, a report from the federal
Environmental Protection Agency EPAg,
and a study by the California EPA.Z7 Fed-
eral regulations prohibit smoking in fed-
eral bulldings and in airplanes. 'In some
states and localities, laws and ordinances
proscribe smoking in workplaces, schools,
public spaces, restaurants, and other sites.
Creating smoke-free workplaces and pub-
lic spaces reduces tobacco use among
smokers while reducing  involuntary
smoking by nonsmokcrs.2 Smoking re-
strictions have been a major focus of some
states’ tobacco control efforts and are a
central thrust of much activity at the
county and city levels.

Increasing Prices Through
Taxation

Raising the price of tobacco products
through taxation is one of the fastest and
most effective ways to discourage children
and youths from Starting to smoke and to

encoura(ﬁ}e smokers to quitZIn 19% and
1998, the Institute of Medicine recom-
mended price increases of $2 per pack (or
equivalent for other tobacco products),
based on levels needed to approach the
health goals inHealthy People 2000 and to
approach parity with other countries that
have effective tobacco control programs.
Wholesale prices have increased an aver-
age of $0.65 per pack nationwide since the
Master Settlement Agreement was signed
In 1998, the federal excise tax was raised
to S0.24 per pack in the Balanced Budget
Act of 1997, and six states now have ex-
cise taxes over $0.75 per pack. Even high-
tax states remain short of the Institute’s
recommended level, however, and 20
states have excise taxes helow $0.20 ?er
pack. The wholesale price and excise tax
Increases do not necessarily imply equal
increases in retail prices that consumers
sec, as discounts to retailers are common-
place for tobacco products, and local busi-
ness factors are important. It is nonetheless
clear that the floor for gnces has risen,
even ifthe ceiling is variable.

Economists have reached a consensus
that a cigarette price increase of 10% will
decrease total consumBUQn by about 4%.
Most economists now Delieve the response
IS larger (i.e., about 8%) among youths,
based on recent studies. Conclusions about
whe'iiei price disproportionately affects
children and youths are based on fewer
data than larger studies of total tobacco
consumption. - A classic 1990 study
showed that responsiveness to price (elas-
ticity of demandg increased over time from
1970 to 1985 but found little difference
between adults and youths.3) A more re-
cent review of more elaborate studies
showed elasticities in the range noted
above; it also found that youths were more
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sensitive to price, as demonstrated by
fewer youths starting to smoke and re-
duced ~consumption ~ among  continuin
outh smokers. 1 An Aé)nl 1998 repo
rom the Congressional Budget Office re-
viewed many studies of price and con-
sumption. It found unequivocal evidence
that increased prices reduce use, although
details about the mechanisms and effects
are not comPIeter_understood.:Q
Proposals to”increase cigarette taxes
face strong opposition. (}I]nterestlngly, to-
bacco taxes are one of the few taxes for
which a majority of Americans favor in-
Creases, _esPeuaI y if the revenues derived
are dedicated to"tobacco control.33) The
principal policy concern is that tobacco
[axes are regressive, because tobacco use
IS more common among people with low
incomes, and thus the poor spend propor-
tionately more of their incomes on ciga-
rettes. Tax increases are actually less re-
ﬂresswe than S|mPIe projections suggest,
J0Wever, because the poor arc more Sensi-
tive to price and their consumption falls
more sharply when prices rise. The World
Bank supPorts increasing tobacco excise
taxes for its public health Impact and notes
that judgments about regressiveness
“should be over the distributional impact
of the entire tax and expenditure System,
and less on particular taxes in isolation.”3
Governors and legislators have raised
concerns about increasing prices on to-
bacco because revenues from excise taxes
might drop, along with ‘oayments expected
under the Master Settlernent Agreement
(because payments to states arc tied to
sales). States concerned about revenue loss
have an effective option—aising the state
excise tax rate. The World Bank notes that
“empirical evidence shows that raised to-
bacco taxes bring greater [overall] tobacco
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tax revenues.”d Reduced consumption
will also ultimately lead to lower health
costs to states throligh Medicaid and other
health programs. Inone stud%/ the health
benefits dUe to lower rates of heart attack
and stroke began quickly, and the health
benefits more than offset the program’s
costs after 1 year.3 The immediate eco-
nomic and health benefits are later com-
pounded by reductions in cancer and other
chronic diseases.

Supporting Treatment
Programs for Tobacco
Dependence

~Nicotine addiction, like other addic-
tions, is a treatable condition. Treatment
programs for tobacco dependence can
work. States have two major roles in
treating tobacco dependence: 1[)) educating
tobacco-dependent people about their
treatment options through public health
programs, and (2) ensuring that medical
rograms cover and reimburse the costs of
he treatments. As of 1997, only 22 states
and the District of Columbia covered such
treatment under Medicaid, leading to a
recommendation that state Medicaid agen-
cies “incorporate explicit language nto
their  managcd-care  contracts,  policy
briefs, lawsuit provisions, and Medicaid
formularies." States can take guidance
on policies to improve tobacco treatments
from a rePort, by the Center for the Ad-
vancement of Health. 38

Community-based resources such as
centralized “Quitlines” and workplace
wellness programs can increase access to
cessation pro%rams. State ?overnments are
among the largest employers in most
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states, and a major employer in all. States
can ensure that their employees have ac-
cess to treatment through® their health
plans, and smoking bans in state buildings
can increase cessation and reduce tobacco
use amonq continuing smokers. States can
also pass laws to create smoke-free busi-
nesses, public buildings, and worksites.
State and local media campalgins that rein-
force nonsmoking norms also enhance
motivation to quit, reduce tobacco use
among those who continue to smoke, and
prevent relapse.® _

Much can be done to improve access
to and the effectiveness of treatment pro-
9rams within medical systems. More than

0% of smokers visit a primary health care
provider at least once a year. Systematic
reviews conclude that routine, “repeated
advice and support can increase smoking
cessation rates by 2- to 3-fold.4 Physi-
cians, nurses, psychologists, dentists, and
other health professionals arc more likely
to give such advice and support if the
Bractlt_:e in a system that encourages suc

ehavior _through practice-based systems

for tracking smoking status, officc-hascd
written materials for smokers to take
home, training of health professionals in
screening and advising patients, coverage
of cessation programs by health plans, and
reimbursement Tor tredtments Dy payers
(including Medicaid).

Most people who use tobacco—at all
ages—express a desire to quit, but only a
small fraction succeed on their own. Al-
though many who do quit do so without
formal treafment, treatment clearly im-
proves cessation rates. Controlled studies
generally report 30%-35% cessation rates
at 1 year for intensive treatments and
10%-20% cessation rates for less-
intensive treatments.4L Treatment for ad-

diction to tobacco products ranks high in
cost-effcctiveness among health program
spending options.42 Programs that combine
behavioral ‘therapies with pharmacothera-
pies (i.e., medications) have the best re-
sults, and evidence-hased guidelines rec-
ommend that all smokers should be
offered both. Behavioral programs can be
delivered in group settings (in person) or
individually 8n person or by telephone).
l—fDA-apﬁ)roved medications include nico-
tine replacement agents (in gum, patch,
nasal spray, or inhaler delivery systems)
and the antidcpressant drug bupropion.

Treatment works, but there is ample
room for improvement. Despite evidence
of its effectiveness, relatively few smokers
seek out formal treatment, and relapse
rates arc high. Improving smoking cessa-
tion success rates would be especially im-
portant in certain targ%et i)opulanons. For
example, Massachusetts placed an empha-
sis on reducing smoklnq amon preginant
women because it would produce on%-
lasting benefits for the prospective moth-
ers and reduce risks to their children. As a
result, the number of mothers who smoked
during pregqnan%/ dropped by almost 48%
during 1990-1996, a rate far ahead that of
any other state.43

Enforcing Youth Access
Restrictions4}

It has long been illegal—in every
state—to sell tobacco products to minors,
but until recently, enforcement was lax.
The federal Synar Amendment tics federal
block grant monies to improved compli-
ance with state laws proscrlbln? such
sales. States risk reduced payments from
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the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Administration if they fail to meet comﬁll-
ance targets. The federal government has
never withheld state funds based on the
Synar Amendment, but such W|thhold|n%
IS under discussion for several states tha
have not met Synar targets. Enforcement
of youth sales, with mandatory ID-card
inspection of those 26 and younger, was
the central thrust of a 1996 FDA tobacco
regulation. This part of the regulation re-
mains in_force pending a U.S. Supreme
Court ruling about FDA’s jurisdiction over
tobacco products. States now have FDA
contracts to enforce and monitor youth
sales. Several reports have noted that en-
forcing laws against sales to minors can
reduce tobacco consumption.s Although
one 1997 study of enforcement showed no
decline in youth smoking,4 the authors
attributed the lack of impact to insufficient
merchant compliance47 and developed a
model approach that is being used in Mas-
sachusetts.28 Excessive focus or exclusive
reliance on youth access restrictions can
siphon resources and political will from
more i)owerfu_l tobacco control measures.4
Yet all US. éU_fISdICtIOﬂS have youth ac-
cess laws, and if those laws arc to become
meaningful, they must be enforced.3)

Monitoring Performance and
Evaluating Programs

_Today’s tobacco control J)rograms
build on “decades of research and demon-
strations. The scale and scope of tobacco
control in the United States—particularly
in the most aggressive states—has grown
considerably over the past decade, and the
proper balance and content of program
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elements arc the subjects of continuing
debate. Tobacco control can improve over
time only if (2) its elements are assessed,
(b) state’ programs that choose different
strategics are compared, and (c) research
to improve the progirar_ns IS carried out.
Governors and state legislators, moreover,
need to be able to be accountable for the
use of public dollars. This does not imply
that results will be quick; significant re-
ductions in tobacco use take years even in
states where tobacco control has clearly
been effective. o _
Performance _ monitoring  of public
health programs is receiving increased at-
tention. 3. Measures to monitor the per-
formance of tobacco control programs are
in place, and efforts are under way to im-
prove them.2 Without specified goals and
ways of measuring progress, the effective-
ness of public monies spent on such pro-
grams is hard to judge, so state tobacco
control programs S ould include resources
for evaluation and research as part of a
comprehensive tobacco control program.

Conclusions

Tobacco control programs can re-
duce tobacco use, thus saving lives.
Tobacco control pro?rams can in-
corporate many different elements mod-
eled on existing state programs that have
proved effective. N
The effects of counteradvertising
and education depend on their “intensity
and “dose.” _ N
_Smoke-free worksite policies re-
duce illness and death from involuntary
smoking, increase smoking cessation, and
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reduce consumption among  continuing
smokers. _

Raising excise taxes on tobacco
products can reduce tobacco use while in-
creasmgrstate revenues,

obacco addiction is treatable, and
treatment programs are cost effective.

The enforcement of youth access
laws will not achieve its full potential im-
ﬁacﬁ until merchant compliance rates are
|
! To ensure accountability and en-
able future improvements in tobacco con-
trol programs, state tobacco control pro-
grams must be evaluated and have explicit
goals coupled to performance measures.

ft & 9%
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YUKON FLATS SCHOOL DISTRICT
P.O. Box 359
Fort Yukon, Alaska 99 740
Phone; (907) 662-2515
FAX: (907) s62-3094

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

TO: FAIRBANKS LIO FROM: MARYLUMARTIN
Iriimnt Counselor
House FHnance: vANuinutteo
PAX NUMBER: 907 456 3346 DATE: 3/8/00
RE: STOP BUDGET CUTS IN TOTAL PAGES INCLUDING COVER:
AIQOHOQOJ. & SUBSTANCE 1
TREATMENT

NOTES/COMMENTS: TOWHOMIT MAYY CONCERN:

I wouldlike to inje you not to make any curs to Alcohol and substance abuse programs from
<v e n vy DRINGCONSidered for the Stare’s operation budget for FY00. Alaska has the highest
rate of alcohol-related accidents, deaths, and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related bir.li. defects in
the rudon, Budget reductions-will be devasrratig to ongoingwaik in substance abuse
t'ssUnent and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budgetwould impact Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc’s
Huoik Zoo, the Old Mimo Farmuily Recovery Camp and t he Fairbanks and Tok
Subregional alcohol program.

I have personally seen the response of all the childrenin seven of the school siresin the
Yukon Hats School District. Tothe Hunik Zoo. Theyavidly read the puhlicadon andthey
submitrrureml, . L published, Itis animportant tool in the classroom The Old Mirtto
Family Recoveiy Camp gives the family opportunity to recover from the effects of substance
abuse and gives the principal person support after treatment This is an important step in
treating substance abuse, | haveworkedwith a family that has been through this and k helps
keepthe familytogether in apositive way.

These prograrms are vital to the Interior and are makinggreat progress in the field of alcohol
and substance abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it’s not enough. Gurauly, there is athree to six monthwaking list for treatrment
prograrms. More preventative education is needed to reach a constantly changing population.
Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thankyou foryour consideration.

Sincerely, :

MatyfoMartin, Itinerant Counselor

CXDNFIDENITIALITY NOTICE

This facsimil* transmission and the documents accompanying it raiy contain confidential Information. This
infonnauon is intended only hr the use of the I|>d|V|dVg<I(g named above. If you «e not the intended
recipient, you are hereby npfified that any disclosure, copying, distributing or the taking of action in reliant»
Qtthe contents of this information Is r@lublted. If your received this facsimile in error, pleaae immedir el
notity’us at the telephone number list .

1-907-6622519 YUKON FLATS DISTRICT PAGE (1
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Dear, -// ~7'C__

| would like to urge you to not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse
programs from currently being considered for the Slale's operation budgel
for fyOO. Alaska has the highest rates of alcohol-related Occidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects in the nation. Budget
reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in substance abuse treatment
and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc.s Hunik Zoo', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vital to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol and substance
abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it's not enough. Currently, them is a three to six month waiting list
for Treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach an
constantly changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively,
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Dear

| would like to urge you to nol make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse
programs from currently being considered for the Stale's operation budget
for FYOO. Alaska has the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects in the nation. Budget
reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in substance abuse treatment

and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc.'s Hunik Zoo', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vital to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol and substance
abuse treatment and prevention,

However, it's not enough. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list
for treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach an
constantly changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively,
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Dear \S' . C.

| would like to urge you to not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse
programs from currently being considered for the State's operation budget
for FYOO. Alaska has the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects inthe nation. Budget
reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in substance abuse treatment

and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budgel would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc.'s Hunik Zoo', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the
Fa»'banks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vital to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol and substance
abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it's not enough. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list
for treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach an
constantly changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively,
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Dear jr 3 | J

| would like to urge you to not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse
programs from currently being considered for the Stale's operation budget
for FYOO. Alaska has the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects in the nation. Budget
reductions win U, devastating to ongoing work in substance abuse treatment

and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc.'s Hunik Zoo', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vital to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol and substance
abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it's not enough. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list
for treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach an
constantly changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively
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Dear_

I would like to urge you to not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse
programs from currently being considered for the State's operation budgel
for FYOO. Alaska has the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects in the nation. Budget
reductions will bie devastating to ongoing work in substance abuse treatment

and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budge! would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, T-r."* Hiinik Zoo', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vita! to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol and substance
abuse treatment and prevention.

(

However, it's not enough. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list
for treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach an
constantly chanlging population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for”our consideration,
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P.0. Box 516 *lorthway, Alaska 99764 + (907) 778-2311 » FAX (007) 778-2220

March 8,2000 J

House Finance
119 N. Cushman |
Fairbanks, Alaska 9?709

Dear House FinanceCommittee:

Lwould like to urge you to not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse programs
from currently being considered lor the State's operation budget for FYOO. Alaska has
the highest rates o falcohol-related accidents, deaths, and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related
birth defects in the nation. Budget reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in
substance abuse trea}ment and prevention.

Specifically, any cut$ to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs Conference,
inc’s Hunik Zoo, th$ Old Minto ramily Rccovciy Camp, and the Fairbanks and Tok
Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vital to the Interior and making great
progress in the field of alcohol and substance abuse treatment and prevention.

q
However, it’snot  ubh, currently, there is a lliree to six month waiting list for
treatment programs”™ More prevention education is needed to reach an constantly
changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively,

Joyce Johnson, Tribjal Administrator
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P.O. Box 187
Tanana, AK 99777
March 9,2000

House & Senate Finance Committee:

We would like to encourage you to allocate as much funding as possible for Head Start sen/ices in
Alaska. Recent scientific studies have proven that the first three years of life are the most
important time for ch’H 'rt’s development, and Head Start is very supportive of young children in
our state, especially in the villages, where this program may often be a young child’s only
educational and social opportunity.

Thank you.

Nancy Tamar \ Sandor A. Tamai
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Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.

122 First Avenue, Suite 600
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4897
Phone 907/452-8251 « Fax907/459-3850

March 7,2000

Senate Finance Committee Members:
Sean Parnell, Co-chair
John Torgerson, Co-chair
Dave Donley i
Lyda Green

Pete Kelly

Loren Leman

Randy Phillips

Gary Wilken ,

Al Adams _
House Finance Committee members:
Eldon Mulder, Co-chair
Gene Therriault, Co-chair
Con Bunde

Alan Austerman

Gary Davis

Richard Foster

Gail Phillips

Bill Williams

John Davies

Ben Grussendorf

Carl Moses

Dear Senators and Representatives:

Rural Alaska, particularly Alaska Native villages, will be significantly impacted by the
proposed cut to the Department of Commerx and Economic Development budget in the

amount of $2,2 million.

One of the position that will be eliminated will be that of the Deputy Commissioner that
oversees work to bricge the rural/urban divide, to assist in building rural economies and
to carry out specific recommendations made in the Rural Governance Report.

Rural tourism, an infant industry in rural Alaska, will also suffer from the proposed
budget reduction as the tourism planning staff and trade and development statfat DCED

will be significantly reduced or eliminated.



While Tanana Chiefs Conference is certainIX aware that good government works to be
both efficient and effective, government in Alaska must also work to establish a wider tax
base so that budget deficits do not continue. Interior rural Alaska has a wealth of natural
resources to be developed, has the youngest work force in Alaska, and is in a position,
with assistance from DCED, to develop healthy, sustainable village economies.

Under the current administration, Alaska Natives finally have representatives in
government administration that grew up in, and understand both the culture and needs of
rural villages. In the past, many ofthlga?ood Ideas that camk from Juneau were simply
not appropriate for development in rural Alaska, and have resulted in considerable
expense to the state, with little real economic development. Through representative
government, ideas coming from rural villages that have not formerly had the political
environment to germinate, will be able to grow into actions that can sustain village
]gcogoglnies. This will not be the case if the Deputy Commissioner’s position is not
unded.

As an elected representative 0f42 rural villaﬁjes, | urge you to reinstate the proposed
budget reductions "which, if enacted, would eliminate the Deputy Commissioner’s
position and those position in DCED that are needed to foster economic development in
rural villages. you for your consideration.

Working together toward sustainable, village economies, | remain,

Yours truly,
TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE, INC.

Seve Gnis (

President
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Ruby Tribal Council
P.0. Box 210- Ruby, Alaska 99768
(907) 468-4479 Fax (907) 468-4474

To whom it may concern,

| would like to urge you not to make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse progrmas
from currently being considered for the state’s operation bud?et for FY-00. Alaska has
the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related
birth defects in the nation. Budget reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in
substance abuse treatment and prevention.

i
Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs Conference,
Inc.’s Hunxk Zbo’, the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp," and the r arrbanks and Tok'
Subregional alcohol pro?rams. These programs are vital to the Interior and making great
progress in the field ofalcohol and substance abuse treatment and prevention.
However, it’s not enough. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list for

treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach a constantly changing
population. Reductions would be a step backwards. ]

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively,

Ruby Tribal Council and Staff
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HUSLIA TRIBAL OFFICE ID:1-907-829-2214 MAR 08 '00 16 #8 No0.006

Dear H FC |_

I would like to urge you to not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse
programs from currently being considered ~or the Slate's operation budget
for FYOO. Alaska has the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohcl alcohol-related birth defects in the nation. Budget
reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in Substance abuse treatment
and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc.'s Hunik Z00', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs, These programs are vital to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol and substance
abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it's not enough. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list
for treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to r«ach an

constantly changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively, W
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|

Dear.i k USC H havnce CAm'mitfe.e.;

| would like to urge you to not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse
programs from currently being considered for the State's operation budget
for FYOO. Alaska has the highest rotes of alcohol-related accidents, Jeaths,
and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects in the nation. Budget
reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in substance abuse treatment
and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc.'s Hunik Zoo', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vital to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol and substance
abuse treatment* and prevention.

However, it's not enough. Currently, there is a three to six month walking list
for treatment Drograms. More prevention education is needed to reach an

constantly changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively,



NULfITO TRIBAL COUNCIL ~ 1D:9078982207 MAR 08°00  15=38 No0.007 P.02

NULATO TRIBAL COUNCIL
P.O. Box 65049 « Nulato, Alaska 99765
PHONE 898-23390 mFAX 898-2207

March 8,2000
Dear House Finance Committee,

Nulato Tribal Council would like to urge you to not make any cuts to alcohol and
substance abuse programs from currently being considered for the State’s
operation budget for FY 2000. Alaska has the highest rates of alcohol-related
accidents, deatns/and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects in the nation.
Budget deductions will be devastating to ongoing work In substance abuse

treatment and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc.*9 Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, the Hunlk Zoo’ and the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vital to
the Interior and making great progress In the field of alcohol and substance

abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it's not enough. Currently, there Is a three to six month waiting list for
treatment programs. More prevention education Is needed to reach a constantly
changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration,

Respectively,

Ruth Madros, Director of Tribal Operations

\Q sh dh QIO ‘M

Sharon Demoski, Human Services Director
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F721

March 8,2000

Dear Mr. TerriauJ;,

| would like to urge you tonoi make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse programs
from currently being considered for the State’s operation bud(];et for FYOO. Alaska has
the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths, and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related
birth defects in the nation. Budget reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in
substance abuse treatment and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs Conference,

Inc.’s Hunik Zoo’, the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the Fairbanks and Tok
Sub-Regional Alcohol programs. These programs are vital to the Interior and making
great progress in the filed of alcohol and substance abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it’s not enough. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list for
treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach a constantly changing
population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively,

Luke Titus
P.O. Box 74
Minto, Alaska 99758
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March 8,2000

Dear Mr. Temault,

Lwould like lo urge you to not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse programs
from cun-ently being considered for the State’s operation budget for FYOO. Alaska has
the highest rates ofalcohol-related accidents, deaths, and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related
birth defects in the nation. Budget reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in
substance abuse treatment and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs Conference,
Inc.’s Hunik Zoo’, the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the Fairbanks and Tok
Sub-Regional Alcohol programs. These programs ara vital to the Interior and making
great progress in the filed of alcohol and substance abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it’s noi enough. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list for
treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach a constantly changing
population. Redu:vL::: would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively,

Cheryl L. Brady
1618 Madison Drive
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
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| would like to Urge you t0 not make arty cuts to alcoho. and substance abuse
programs from currently being considered for the State's operation budgel
for pyOO, Alaska has the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects inthe nation. Budget
reductions will be devastating to 0ngoing work in substance abuse treatment

and prevention, *

Specifically, any cuts to the current budge! would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, TrV Hunik Zoo', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs, These programs are vital to
th« Interior anil making great progress in the field of alcohol gnd substance
abuse treatment and prevention,

However, it's net enough. Currently, there isa three to six month waiting list

for treatment |>rog Aore prevention education is needed to reach an
constantly changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards,
I

Thank you for j'our consideration.
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Dear -hLF JA

| would like to urge you to not make any cuts to alcohol ond substance abuse
programs from currently being considered for the Stale's operation budget
Cor PMOO. Alaska has the highest rates of aleohol-refated accidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects in the nation. Budget
reductions will ub devastating to ongoing work in substance abuse treatment
and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc,'.": HunikZOO, the Old Minto Fomily Recovery Camp, and the

Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vital to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol and substance

abus'i treatmentI and prevention.

[
However, It's not enough. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list
for treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach an
constantly changing population. Reductions would b« a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively



MAR-09-00 THU 08:34 Ail  FAIRBANKS LIO FAX NO. 907 456 3346 P. 15
HUSLIA TRIBAL OFFICE  [D:1-907-829-2214 VAR 08700 16:50 No.00E P05

| would like to urge you to not make any cuts t0 alcohol and substance ahuse
programs from currently being considered for the State's operation budget
for pyQD. Alaska has the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects inthe notion. Budget
reductions will be devastating to ongoing wcrk in substance abuse treatment
and prevention,

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanano Chiefs
Conference, Inc.'s Hunik Zoo', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vital to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol and substance
abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it's not enough. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list
for treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach an
constantly changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for ydur consideration.

Respectively,
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I would like to urge you to nol make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse
programs from currently being considered for the State’s operation budget
for FYOO. Alaska has the highest rates of alcohol-related Occidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birlrh defects in the nation. Budget
reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in substance abuse treatment
and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc.'s Hunik ZOO', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs, These programs are vital to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol gnd substgnce
abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it's not enough. Currently, there is a three to si* month waiting list
for treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach an
constantly changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively,
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I would like to urge you to not moke any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse
programs from currently being considered for the Slate's operation budgel
for FYOO. AlaSkd has the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects in the nation. Budget
reductions will b$ devastating to ongoing work in Stibs™ahf.-e abuse treatment
and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanona Chiefs
Conference, Inc.ij Hunik Zoo', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and ihe
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs. These programs arc vital to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol and substance
abuse treatment and prevention.

However, It's not enough. Currently, therr. is a three to six month waiting list
for treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach an

constantly changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards,

Thank you for your consideration,

Respectively,
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Dear rjF d.

| would like to urge YOU to not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse
programs from currently being considered for the 51ale's operation budgel
for FYOO, Alaskq has the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths,
and fetal alcohc' >r alcohol-related birth defects fnthe nation. Budget
reductions will be devastating to ongoing work fn sibstance abuse treatment
and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would Impact Tnnana Chiefs
Conference, Inc.'s Hunik Zoo', the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs. These programs are vital to
the Interior and making great progress in the field of alcohol and substance
abuse treatment and prevent lon.

However, it's not enough. Currently, there Is a three to six month wnitlng list
for treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach an
constantly changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards,

Thank you fo; your considerate,,.
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NULATO TRIBAL COUNCIL
P.O. Box 65049 « Nulato, Alaska 99765

*
r81 PHONE 898-8539 « FAX 898-2207

oft

March 8,2000
Dear House Finance Committee,

Nulato Tribal Council would like to urge you to not make any cute to alcohol and
substance abuse programs from currently being considered for the State's
operation budget for FY 2000, Alaska has the highsit rates of alcohol-related
accidents, deaths/and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related birth defects In the nation.
Budget deductions will be devastating to ongoing work In substance abuse
treatment and prevention,

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs
Conference, Inc/s Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, the Hunik Zooland the
Fairbanks and Tok Subregional alcohol programs, These programs are vital to
the interior and making great progress In the field of alcohol and substance

abuse treatment and pre .ention,

However, it's not enough, Currently, there Ib a three to six month waiting list for
treatment programs. More prevention education is needed to reach a constantly
changing population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration,

Respectively,

Ruth Madros, Director of Tribal Operations

oo . BEMOSY

Sharon Demoskj, Human Services Director
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March 8,2000

Dear Mr. Terriault,

| would like to urge you to noi make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse programs
from currently being considered for the State’s operation bud?et for FV00. Alaska has
the highest rates ofalcohol-related accidents, deaths, and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related
birth defects in the nation. Budget reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in
substance abuse treatment and prevention.

SpLcifkaUy, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs Conference,
Inc.’s Hunik Zoo’, the Old Minto Family Recovery Camp, and the Fairbanks and Tok
Sub-Regional Ajcahol programs. Those programs are vital to the Interior and making
great progress in the filed of alcohol and substance abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it's not enough. Cuuemly, Thereis a three to six month waiting list for
treatment programs.’ More prevention education is needed to reach a constantly changing
population. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectively,

Luke Titus |
P.0. Box 74
Minto, Alaska 99758
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March 8.2000

Dear Mr. Mulder,

| would like so urge you o not make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse Frograms
from currently being considered foi The State’s operation budPet for FYOO. Alaska has
the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths, and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related
birth defects in the nation. Budget reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in
substance abuse treatment and prevention.

Specifically, any cuts to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs Conference,
Inc.’s Hunik Zoo’, the Old Idinro Family Recoveiy Camp, and the Fairbanks and Tok
Sub-Regiunal Alcohol programs. These programs are vital To the Interior and making
great progress in th” filed of alcohol and substance abuse treatment and prevention.

|
However, it’s not enough- Currently, there Is a three to six month waiting list for
treatment prograrm . More prevention cdu ".arion is needed to reach a constantly changing
population, Reductions woulu be a step backwards.
Thank you for yotirconsideration.

Respectively,

Chetyl L. Brady
1618 Madison Drive
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
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Ruby Tribal Council
P.0. Box 210- Ruby, Alaska 99768
(907) 468-4479 Fax (9U7) 468-4474

To whom it may concern,

| would like to urge you not to make any cuts to alcohol and substance abuse programs
from currently being considered for the state’s operation bud?et for FY-00, Alaska has
the highest rates of alcohol-related accidents, deaths and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related
birth defects in the nation. Budget reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in
substance abuse treatment and prevention. j

|
Specifically, any cuts to the currentbudget would impact Tanana Chiefs Conference,
Inc; Hurak bo’, the Old Minto Family Recovery Camjp,' and the JJnxbanks and' Tok” '
Subregional alcohol pro%rams. These programs are vital to the Interior and making great
progress in the field ofalcohol and substance abuse treatment and prevention.

1
However, it’s notenough. Currently, there is a three to six month waiting list for
treatment programs, More prevention education is needed to reach a constantly changing

population, Reductions would be a step backwards. |i

Thank you for your consideration, J
|

Respectively,

Ruby Tribal Council and Staff

M ‘4 8660°N HONGO 1VBIXLI AU IMi:0L 0008 '8 * I
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March 8,2000 |
I

Mouse Finance ~ J
119 N. Cushman

Fairbanks, Alaska 93709
Dear House Finance,'Committee:

Lwould like (o urge you to not make any cuts to ulcohol and substance abuse programs
from currently being considered for the State's operation bud?et for FYOO, Alaska has
the highest rales ofalcohol-related accidents, deaths, and fetal alcohol or alcohol-related
birth defects in tbs ription. Budget reductions will be devastating to ongoing work in
substance abuse treatment and prevention.

Specificallr, any cut” to the current budget would impact Tanana Chiefs Conference,
Inc’s Hunilc Zoo, thp Old Minto Family Rocovery Camp, and the Fairbanks and Tok
Subregional alcoljo) programs. These programs are vital to tlte Interior and making great
progross in the field pfalcohol and substance abuse treatment and prevention.

However, it'snot ], currently, there isa three to six month waiting list for
treatment programs,1More prevention education is needed to reach an constantly
changing populatloij. Reductions would be a step backwards.

Thank you for your, 'coijsideration.
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March 3, 2000

Testimony via LIiO
House Finance Committee via LIO Anchorage

Ladies/Gentlemen of the Finance Committee. My name is Cynthia Toohey. | would like
to thank you for spending your Saturday taking testimony and hearing me squeak.

| Speak as a Board member, of the Alaska Women’s Resource Center, but more

importantly | speak as a volunteer every Monday evening from 4:30 -9:00 down at the
Domestic Violence section of the State court house. | am there to help victims fill out
restraining orders. | see the physical as well as the mental scars from domestic abuse.

And | ser the children in the familys as well.

| am requesting that you return the $335,000 dollars that the sub-committee cut from
the Council on Domestic Violence .

A funding source could be from the dollars collected from new felons Perm. Fund
Checks;. | understand there is approx. $ 1.8 million left.

| understand this money is looking for a new home so to speak. What better use. This
request will hurt no one but will help many.

thank you
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TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNCR

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH D ?U%Ei%xAlngg?gA 9661 1-0906
SOCIAL SERVICES PHONE:  (907)466-6920
FAX: (607)466-4410
ADVISORY BOARD ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG ABUSE TOLLFREE: 1-8004207920

March 4, 2000

Co-Chair* Rap. Mulder and Therriault
House Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature

Capitol Building

Juneau, Alaska

Chaire Mulder, Therriault, and Finance Committee Members:

On behalf of the Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse I strongly encourage you to
restore full funding to the Division of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse. The vast majority of testimony
you received this date from Alaskan residents statewide is consistent with the position of the
Advisory Board. You have heard about the extent to which alcohol Is a major factor in the major
areas of health and safety Inthis state. The personal accounts which residents feal compelled to
relate to the Committee to stress the importance of full funding for alcohol drug programs are

touching. The untold stories are heartbreaking.

It is our understanding that House Finance Is recommending a 51.5 million dollar cut to the
Division budget Thiswould be a 12% cut to the grant component of this budget and would have
a devastating Impact on programs statewide. This cut to the General Fund would result in an
additional lose of over 5700.0 In federal funding for FY 02 and $750 in FY 03. This loss of
funding would necessarily result since our state would be unable to meet the federal matching

fund requirement.

We have heard the Finance Committee refer to a plan to restore some funding to the Division of
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse by using 5500. from the new FAS/FAE federal grant. W» believe
that these funds cannot be transferred to alcohol and drug abuse grants because of federal

restrictions on the use of these designated funds.

References made in earlier Finance Committee meetings to possible funding support from the
Alaska Mental Heslth Trust Authority to fill the budget gap may be a possibility, however the
Advisory Board is concerned that toe backfilling of state General Fund shortages Is not toe
statutory role of the Truet. Overall, the reductions in General Fund and federal monies could
result in over $3 million lose of funding by FY 03 to the Division of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse.
Such a cut would severely impair substance abuse treatment service delivery in Alaska.

Again, the Advisory Board encourages you to reconsider cute to toe Dlvleion of Alcoholism and
Drug Abuse, consider alternative strategies including alcohol taxation legislation currently in
committees, end support full-funding for toe Division.

Sincerely,

Pamela Watte
Executive Director

N rxmted on recycled paper by C.0
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201 North Nordlc Suﬂes 204 205
Petershurg, Alaska 998
Phone (907) 772 3552, Fax: (907) 772 3580

e-mail: changmg@alaska net
home page: http://www.alaska.net/~changing/

March 4th 2000

Dear Representative,

| am writing to you concerning the planneelcuts to the budget ofthe Division of Alcoholism and
Drug Abuse. Cuts of the magnitude would be detrimental to alcohol and other drug programs
across the state. Those ofus in small rural treatment programs would be some of those who
would be hit the hardest. It is essential that we continue with programs which have proven to
reduce the negative effects of alcohol and other drugs on our communities.

Our programs have had no increase in funding in several years. We have been able to make our
programs more and more efficient, and our outcomes have improved. But we are at rock bottom
now. Cuts ofthis magnitude would cripple our efforts.

Some, point to the federal SIG or FAS grants to make up for the budget cuts. These monies are
strictly earmarked for special programs, and cannot be used for programs in general.
Furthermore, cuts to the base could result in loss of federal block grant dollars which require
“maintenance of effort”. My agency receives none ofthe SIG or FAS dollars, as do many other
programs around our state. Cuts to the budget would be felt severely by those of us in rural

Alaska.

Please reconsider the effects of the proposed cuts. | would be willing to speak with you at any
time about our services, programs, or outcomes. | will be in Juneau March 6-10 and will contact

you in person at that time.

Sincerely,

Larry King CAC H,NCAC I, CCS

Serving the community of Petershurg since 1979
Outpatient, Aftercare, Prevention, and Crisis Services for Individuals and Families
TOTAL P .01
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Representative Gene Therriav't
Representative Eldon Mulder

PLEASE DO NOT CUT THE ALCOHOL AND DRUG FUNDS. Alcoholism and other
Drug abuse is recognized as Alaska’s Number one public health problem, directly or in-
directly. To reduce access to treatment isto subvert public health This failure will
cause increased state, municipal and personal expense across the hoard to say nothing of
increased human misery, child and adult alike.

| have 22 years experience in various aspects ofthe substance abuse field and | know
how vital and effective treatment can be . For most alcoholics, ifthe intake stops, a

functioning individual emerges. How can we deny someone that opportunity!

sincerely,

Anne E. Kinter
17345 Glacier Hwy.
Juneau, AK 99801
789-4807

Feb. 29, 2000



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the f -rul  Cfllv ine™ar r
n committee name

committee nn*3iR_VHe o Ucr (dated NO»QCXXP .,
dill/subject

N-1-e.rn.Co-y\ xOOnlL kO <S\Wd K.4/3C
Aot ' r < - - 0 - £ ] (L  ajWw 1

C, rcwem - oieokotC- rvrexC annd r. & " Cca®

ed>" <) 4Us(4<t o0g.»AWsAX A W k> W .A-W Ak,
<« ¥, - -PA-p08”
CtOV_A WMARA® - ONANIS*NAJUXNSCrw.<O (VA(XPrvs”h-' da> O-y"A aANOMedh
Vv - e < A "VKI *H-02U, "AAa.%10"

<7\\c'u*pdva-(\2"-"N- OQ OWKAN_ «SSW5 AVt dlevirn-AUCH-A
Vo V°'rmr~"NY AN G C&MYNywviwoNuIMY) GXY) & tolr'su'Lj™ * L-pii-  Ct—> hj~y N

CtAi® HpU-e”ircvv® Qo O ~N- 40 >pfr'p>, U,
Cayv™r UkQE. ci.U IrOC/"C/luJ? o”"?a-IS\

Ctf'S™NV VA\ I hesiL <"Cr<fU*V'Wi C/~CoO N ""MAVI2N-vvDN

UpUo-tu. da rx U, N1A 0N« .

crao tOWLSL or*AA™. ~uair Cv-. <« -Vtrrgk?,

Vo —vkcrvcintvsNvN-N— CAS Atvcida-tt"~_,
C~scS C™>r> OvJe-wijtiLSL  dlJl-uiet/ucil/ucvdt- c/L g>CGtQ.c™A ¢J
Uuij* a-- < * » -AU-tv. r( . a O
N Signed,; <V- —i- 5 N

bresent;ng (Optional)

Address

Phone No.

3/ie Ltgtmuy* Information Oittc*



MAR-04-00 SAT 05:24 PM  MATSU LI0 FAX NO, 9073766180 P, 01

ZAS AW X miliL 4P <§) /de PVkh&.0 _ Js/) Po
Lbs state Legislature

c s z z k

e ‘|
Please enter Intofte™\cord my testimony to the / Uxtim i inC2b

committee name
committee on S I"Q Icd u ofjfiM dfpn OB>iblf "Oeb>
bill/subject
3-66*715 fa lodC £>( "(dminO'y) SZKCt? 0 bud 4de-
§ Lunchaa £)Y' fthohoi Un?

all Kiegy ufgrf fa.”6 phbl"em. rf hics heoorul» aundo
kfiuj if dourfboO aJmDsr myh i*siou~ct of pLu S ftrfo of2

JikE W Aai" n&jdu-" loom

G(jur ChildH”} ocur aur fronmundeo
& f- oour 3o<Ltbftf i$ ad nslIL fo/nciu ffc r/3& is q/bcd/ruj ,

Jeuls  qyro Ud( of #°P™ whoU. d>Wi™> Qutb folorfd do

W tolw L forxfrobqys ,Jym Smo ffapterfUas$t

pn&rivs pppulfafiwn. htsifckoL do OLduhofbrx ,>7 o-otkl?

bbfl&ih ,p ff3fics fmrdA oiostdbffl fo (hfro7\ erf d fy
O sltykcllb-rf wH qp w fh *o 3w i"ptvfilL*"-1n jtud
a (cur /AbTb d$&jcrsOLLLU [j&rftvyC ™

QlrfurfM asift” of KPS htt K]

aradA d 40 Aoujl re& zfv&t rfc Serv>uspm niax™tbu rfus. ,
JbnNtC (r7d ,J~Cook/rfAzpé- ffa rf qfiosc* (0/lob>'fl<j tyc. dOQUCL /ViLuJihu
e&M' prvr+mth A /
Signed: CftMmcUt6cu ftbrfpyrf_ . e .
Testifier

ttticM ns. Jla/nr)u
Reépresenting (Optiomnal)

3701 TaJmer-Luanllaulbjfju,ldoh 1A

Uslalit

9'8S LetMaiiuv* Inform»nen Otfx*



MAR-04-2000 16:33 SITKA LEGISLATIUE INFO 907 747 5807 P.31

Alaska State Legislature

{0 <Py VIAAJOND,
Arnia&VkA) BdBiipyinmittee name

committee on é * gl = Ilmh{e,rfrjll\/l'tni _%‘LE;WLL Hel « AT&QO
bill/subject
3?iLf-snfz*n-c~ A CpfO xMiuytuy™j-*arrfund dtcuyy™r gl~
the; Stftvd)uU & U A ~C U 7

xUmJdoMSh-hlAjt. \dccumJL hMJL "tkl6> h+jtecu™b Uoksiij_
xt U*CL& AMMJAAtA AN\ U)Ci& dAJcov?ry Cuid d toculfel
db bn. 330MJL,plcuds h Jiomjl, hisU iy, /Y jiy beUu”™ Uy,
* AV 11 dec/W I 3td Cud tktydLpdis SAfO-W U6(L&
6ooaolcAU3 % u&. d> UJ&d&r bdd(j(\A* a*edhmcf (w
douy yyiAruldj th yyi*psxlcoujf jEn rfnA*uM vdiui

A j dkctpe*-) *& ktfdrQs doynduU * I/U)Usn”cirf fly D<ph&yyr-"

Signed
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

Exk [s/2.2- JIM *; d(*"c.ELs 9% 31
Address

NT-TNMT - tOSC

Phone No.

4/Be Lagillauv* Information OWct



I1AR-04-00 SAT 02:47 PM  MATU LIO FAX NO 9073766180 P. 0L

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the tlouSJ- t Crnr=7 /6 .
committee name
committee on B ,dated) @ ,(k V. dOOE£>
bill/subject

"X dyw a mo/biUuf fokv *wi(l a. (.kid C&st p/oOiJv. Ild<- do* d d

a Urliwec UJt*1 Ac¢c ;;rt4h M -Su IU&yYy. 7Th W fS A
acuwJt gM A,yah'/[Jf
i « W k 4WV 4Ws ctrVs *+*>§> <* +er W ta «* souc.
it fi'.. C. j /A i 'li t <
wu vw cAw S0 of' T BywudLs - M€ 17 ° ew
W xRk p- *WK prc Uc;nS-«*.v pco, aU Vae<**, pJA
MoV &J&U WIMAWA 0. W>iC pfoflf<Xryy\ "Hw-f e-tdL-OS )°l> m
R 6 Mmn\<- fu cj
thc*wa GwEus *r Ao "W u .'V ) U*>ry,; [tof- &E<*nrc
Cfc.yvjJuuS u)'AV l@> W X orv-Wi UUcfCu€ roll$r- t f W C *SS»sW<LE
fltuA ‘Any (tM*CY\Uy d*> d 'b look a.la hudpilrfa. meld frah'nj $JO /br*d
tUorbiM -Calfi'-W'™- ip'AV. VWa. ck\Ar* t JW si® *74/0y uk likes LSo
Go* t/co, ins. 3&>0, COr IvbSu/Ay*ATs'y N5 . -bht-l AT pU
g,uld CVvc ~/jSbOi /fod ™ IncIJMA roitjkly fr/irfoo, (X d( do you.dkcnh s/ul
CeulLi* W *J in 4o p*y -Ev Qk\(LC*/t7 (A ~ 'h>*'Uou? UWHUS
A 31h £ kizju A
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

I>r"> al 0w raL 33M S-
Add-ss O9r
TAIS--1ISW

Phone No.

9/(8 L»93I»liv» Information Ofhca



C»xCATHOII co

S ocial 225 Cordova Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 277-2554 « Fax (907) 272-7370

FAX

To: Legislative Information Office

From: Catholic Social Services

Fax No- 269*0229
Phone: 269-0111

>

Pages (Including Cover Sheet): 2
Date: 3/3/00

lie: Testimony on HB 343 - recommended budget cuts by the House of Representatives

Testimony follows

Adoption

Beyond Shelter

Brother Francis Shelter/Kodiak
Special Needs Respite
Immigration & Refugee Services

ud 28Z0'"°N

Clare House

McAuley Manor

St. Francis House

Brother Francis Shcltcr/Anchorage

United Wieu Pregnancy Support Services

301Ad3S 1VI30S 3I110H1V3 Hd6|:f 0DQ3 'l



s CATHOLI GO
OCIAL SERVICE

225 Cordova Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 277-2554 phone * (907) 272-7370/0x * css@sinbad.net eneil

March 3,2000

To:  Anchorage Legislators
House of Representatives

Fr rleen Jackson
eciUive Director
tholic Social Services

Sub:  Child Care Budget Cuts
Testimony on HB 343

| am writing on behalf of the families, and especially the children, of Alaska to
express the concerns that Catholic Social Services has about the recommended cuts for
child care assistance for families coming off welfare and entering the workforce. For
many families, subsidized childcare is single most important factor that enables parents to
move from welfare to work.

It should be evident that the investment of subsidized child care will not only save
millions of state dollars in future years, but also produces families who are able to
contribute to their communities and neighborhoods in ways they could not if they
remained on welfare.

Those currently receiving childcare assistance are often referred to as the
“working poor”. Before subsidized child care, many families struggled to find a way to
enter the w'ork force because they did not earn enough to pay for child care over and
above basic living expenses. We have a responsibility to reduce rather than increase
obstacles for those trying to productively contribute to our society.

Last year Catholic Social' nwices provided sendees to nearly 25,000 individuals,
including low'-income families, families dealing with homelcssness and poverty, adoptive
families and refugees. On behalfofthose we sen'e, | urge you to reconsider suggested
cuts to subsidized child care and instead, invest in the future of Alaska by investing in
Alaska’s children and families.

Adoption

Beyond Shelter

Special Needj Respite

Brother Francis Shelter/Kodiak
Immigration & Refugee Services

[ 'd 2S20'ON

Clare House

McAuley Manor

A Umied WayAgency St. Francis House
Brother Francis Shelter/Anchorage

Preenancv Sunnort Sendees
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TESTIMONY ON MB 312

From Wanda D. Katinszky, RN
Community Volunteer and Legal Advocate for Alaska Women’s Resource Center

2931 Legacy Drive
Anchorage Alaska 99516 «

My concern with this bill has to do with the cuts proposed to the Council on Domestic Violence and
Sexual Assault. Thank you for this opportunity to speak with you about my experiences working with the
Alaska Women’s Resource Center here in Anchorage, and with victims of domestic violence. As a
trained legal advocate, | volunteer my time to assist women and men in preparing required forms to obtain
emergency protective orders. | also assist clients of the Alaska Women’s Resource Center to prepare for
their six-month protective order hearing, at which I accompany them. | observe first hand the needs of
Alaskans in having strong prevention and assistance programs for domestic violence and sexual assault.

Victims are always relieved when | approach them and tell them | can help them with the paperwork, and
answer their questions. At the time | see victims, they are often confused, at the height of their fear,
feeling helpless, and not able to think rationally. My job is to help them determine what their immediate
needs are, help convey these needs to the judge or magistrate if the victim is unable to, and discuss an
immediate safety plan to help protect them from the perpetrator. Most victims | encounter are surprised to
know this program exists, and are so grateful for my assistance. | have had one victim tell me if | hadn’t
been able to accompany her for the six-month protective order hearing, she would not have shown at

court, due to her fear of the perpetrator.

In order to have an active and effective legal advocacy program, funding must continue. Legal advocates
are volunteers, and many advocates must be trained to provide the numbers required to provide ongoing
services. To prepare me for my role, the staff of the Alaska Women’s Resource Center spent numerous
hours in preparation, and provided 36 hours of didactics training. While the costs to provide this training
are not known to me, they must be considered when decisions arc made to cut total funding.

Because | witness first hand the positive assistance provided to victims, and strongly believe in the
mission of these programs, | urge you to restore full funding to the Council on Domestic Violence and

Sexual Assault, and help us to slop the cycle of violence.
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Police Department
10-25-99

Dear Siis;

Advocates for Victims of Violence have provided badly needed shelter
space for homeless individuals in the Valdez area. With the loss of support
from other agencies we have few resources to provide for those less
fortunate. Women and children in need have found aid with AW for
temporary housing and food until a more permanent solution can be found.

The AW staffprovides professional assistance to all agencies in the Valdez
area and is a valuable partner in our service provider network.

Sincerely,

Joseph K. Michaud
Chiefof Police

Valdez Police Department
P.O. Box 307

Valdez, Alaska 99686
(907)835-4560

P.0. BOX 307 « VALDEZ, ALASKA 99686
TELEPHONE (907) 835-4313 « TELECOPIER (907) 835-2992
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Alaska State Legislature

HOUSE FINANCE COVMITTEE

committee name

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

committee on HB 312 - Operating Budget, , dated March 4. 2fl0fl
bill/subject

My name is Janet Ahnasuk, Executive Director at Bering Sea Women's
Group in None, a shelter for battered women and children. 1 believe we
are doing a good job with decreasing funds and an increasing need for
victims of family and danestlc violence. We did not receive full funding
last year and are having to cut half a staff position, plus I don't know
where we will get the needed funding after a harsh long cold winter
for needed repairs for hazards cited by a recent visit from the State
Fire Marshall. W are at present the only place in town that offers
shelters to victims of violence and the homelessness that results. 1 am
asking you to fully fund the supplemental requests for Fire Prevention &
Inspections, and the Council on Domestic Violence-\an‘d Sexual Assault.

Signed:  Janet Ahnasuk, Executive Director

Testifier

Bering Sea Wanen's G ro u p
Representing (Optional)

PO Box 1596, Ncme, AK 99762 email:  bswg@nome.net
Address

(907) 443-5492
Phone No.

§8BUCUTrtn »aomugr>Offe>
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IVKIDRA WOMCNI'S COALITIOKI

WORKING TOGETHER TOWARD A BRIGHTER FUTURE

March 1,2000

Tundra Women’s Coalition
PO Box 1537
Bethel, AK 99559

To Whom It May Concern:

Please review the attached letters in support of shelter funding. Wc plan to periodically
send letters to help educate legislators on the services we provide and the important role
shelters play in our communities. We are encouraging you to continue to provide
necessary funding to domestic violence and sexual assault programs across the state. We
also want to provide you with a glimpse ofhow the currently allocated funding benefits
our organization and, ultimately, the people our organization serves.

Tundra Women’s Coalition is a domestic violence/sexual assault program in Bethel that

provides residential and outreach services to victims. Our organization also offers
community education, rural outreach, legal advocacy, children’s services, and teen

advocacy services.
We would be happy to answer any questions you may have. Thank you for your time.

Michelle DeWitt & Mary Jones

TWC Legal Advocacy Dept.

) P.O. Box 1537 + 250 6th Avenue ¢ Bethel, Alaska 99559
Business (907) 543-3444 mCrisis Line (800) 478-7799 « Fax (907) 543-3752
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TUNDRA WOMEN'S COALITION

P.O. Bex '1537: Bethel. AK 99559
(907J543-3455

February 22, 2000

To whom it may concern:

Hello! My name is Patrick Charlie, Administrator for the Tundra Women’s Coalition
(TWC) located in Bethel, Alaska. Statistics show that the Yukon-Kuskokwim (Y-K)
Delta has one of the highest rates of domestic violence in the nation. TWC has
provided shelter and counseling for many victims of domestic violence and sexual
assault. The continuing support and funding by the Legislature is vital to victims in the
Y-K Delta. So PLEASE continue to fund our shelter.

Sincerely,

Patrick M. Charlie
Administrative Assistant
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To: Rep. Eldon Mulder
Of: House Finance Committee

907-465-3518
Pages: 1, including this cover sheet.

Date: March 3,2000

I would like to encourage you not to reduce budget expenditures for the five social service
categories under consideration, including alcohol and drug abuse grants, service to chronically
mentally ill, domestic violence, childcare assistance, and inmate health care. These are all grant
monies that give us a great return, in tenns of community stability and safety. | am a clinical
social worker, and have spent most of my adult working life in Alaska in professional service to
the above identified populations. 1know for a fact that social services play a very important part
in community safety, integral with our needs for such important institutions as police and the
criminal justice system. lwould appreciate it if you would communicate this importance to your
colleagues in the legislature. Thank you very much.

From tha d#*k of.,.

) Michael J. Codls*
Community Support Proflram Coordinator
Island* Coun*«»ng Sarvtoes
907.74M094

Fax: 907.747-M01
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March 2, 2000

To: Eldon Mulder F: 907-465-3518
From: Susanne Nelson F: 907-243-6988
Re: Cuts in Alcohol and Drug Treatment Funds

| am very concerned about plans to cut SI.5 million out of the budget
(resulting in loss of corresponding Federal match).

| have several friends who hove received help in state funded programs and
are now doing very well. Without treatment they would have cost Alaska a lot

of money. Itis nota good idea to cut treatment funds.

The abuse of alcohol and drugs is one of the biggest costs to Alaska the
figures must be staggering when you figure the cost to the prison system*
health and welfare, police and public safety, etc. With alcohol abuse out of
control in Alaska, this is nut the !imc to cut down on the number of people

who can get help.

The human cost is even more painful: suicides, boat accidents, drownings,
child abuse, domestic violence, car accidents, bit and runs  the list goes on

and on,

| hope we can count on you to use your wise judgment to restore funding.

-01



FROM PHONE NO. : 9072798526 Mar. 03 2000 12:40PM P2
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By William Booth
Pl A R CLlTHEROE CENTER
General
bavid Edwards 1709 $. Bragaw, Suite B
Territorial Commander Anchorage, Alaska 99508
. Terryormin OUTPATIENT
Divisional Commander Telephone: (907) 276-2898 « Fax: (907) 279-8526
RESIDENTIAL

Telephone: (907) 243-1181* Fax: (907) 248-7483

March 2,2000

Dear Representative Mulder:

Why is there a compelling need to reduce drug and alcohol treatment monies when oil
revenue has risen steadily for over a year?

Ifwe fail to provide substance abuse treatment we will pay fax more dealing with the
problems created by untreated substance abuse.

Gomor*femz'>*S tance ZHSote ZJraaimvnlZeroic.es
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DearLegislators:

1am a state worker and as was recently delighted by the contract settlement between our
employee association and the state. However, recent statements in the news media
suggest that the legislature may not fund the new contract. | would like to take a moment

ofyour time to make a few points about this year’s budget.

« lam a Spill Responder for the ADEC and | ensure you that my income is
significantly less than my counterparts in industry and the federal government. |
work for the DEC because | believe in the mission. However, | have a family to

support and there is a limit to tire cuts that | can bear.

« The wage and benefit increases are not really a raise; they just help us to hold the line.
The lack of these increases will result in a loss of real income.

+ Ifthe State of Alaska is to maintain a quality workforce it must provide fair
compensation.

« The state budget should not be balanced on the back ofthe state workers.
Please support the new state employee’s contracts.

Greg Light

3600 Mink Lane
Fairbanks, Alaska
490-2829



| fully support our recently approved contract for ASEA employees. This
contract took a lot of hard work and dedication, we didn't ask for much,
and we are happy with what we did get. Our own cost of living keeps
going up, ljust got my property tax assessments and know that, without
any improvements to my home, because the assessments went up, so will
the property taxes. We all know what fuel prices are doing at the pump,
etc. etc. etc. with our costs of living. | really don't think we are

asking too much to just get our contract funded and let us all settle
downand get back to work, knowing that our employment is secure for at
least a few more years. It has been quite a while since we received our
small cost-of-living allowance. I've been in longevity for 5 years, so

my wages have been frozen for white some time. So, in short, just fund
the contract, quit playing political games, and let's get on with the

business at hand.

3/3/00



Members of the Committee:

| urge you to fund the labor agreement as negotiated between the Administration and the Alaska State
Employees Association, General Government Unit employees. This is a fair agreement and needs to be

supported.

Those of us employees who are in the lower income levels find extremely difficult to manage as costs
increase but wages do not.

Thank you for your consideration

Veldta Haskell
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Dear Legislators;

| am a state worker and as was recently delighted by the contract settlement between our
employee association and the state. However, recent statements in the news media
suggest that the legislature may not fund the new contract. | would like to take a moment

ofyour time to make a few points about this year’s budget.

1am a Spill Responder for the ADEC and 1ensure you that my income is
significantly less than my counterparts in industry and the federal government. |
work for the DEC because 1believe in the mission. However, | have afamily to
support and there is a limit to tire cuts that | can bear,

The wage and benefit increases are not really a raise; they just help us to hold the line.
The, lack of these increases will result in a loss of real income.

Ifthe State of Alaska is to maintain a quality 'workforce it must provide fair
compensation.

The state budget should not be balanced on the back ofthe state workers.

Please supportthe new state employee’s contracts,

Greg Light

3600 Mink Lane
Fairbajiks, Alaska
490-2829

P.

14/20
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| fully support our recently approved contract for ASEA employees. This
contract look a lot of hard work and dedication, we didn't ask for much,
and we aro happy with what we did get. Our own cost of living keeps
golng up, ljust got my property tax assessments and know that, without
any improvements to my home, because the assessments went up, so will
the property taxes. We all know what fuel prices are doing at the pump,
etc, etc. etc. with our costs of living. | really don't think we are

asking too much to just get our contract funded and let us all settle

clown and get back to work, knowing that our employment is secure for .at
least a fow more years. It has been quite a while since we received our
small cost-of-living allowance. I've been in longevity for 5 years, so

my wages have been frozen for white some time. So, in short, just fund
the contract, quit playing political games, and let's get on with the
business at hand.

3/3/00

P 1210
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Members of the Committee:

I urgie you to fund the labor agreement as negotiated between the Administration and the Alaska State
Employees Association, General Government Unit employees. This is a fair agreement and needs to be

supported.

Those of us employees who are in the lower Income levels find extremely difficult to manage as costs
increase but wages do not.

Thank you for your consideration

Vcjdfa Haskell

FEB 24 01 14127 PAGE.02
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BARBARA KARL FAX NO, : 907 279 5229 Mar. 06 2000 07:03PM P

TO:  Rep, Eldon Mulder
Co-Chair
House Finance Committee
Fax (907) 465- 6813

From: Barbara Karl
2400 East 16thAve.
Anchorage, AK 99508
(907) 279-5229

Date: March 6,2000
Re:  Operating Budget

| was unable to stay and wait to testify on Saturday but | did want to pass on a few comments to
you. | would appreciate it if you would make my comments available to the entire committee.

| am the Central Area (Anchorage) representative ofthe Executive Board of ASEA/AFSCME
Local 52. As | am sure you are aware, Local 52 is the union that represents a very large number ofthe
state workers. Through collective bargaining and finally mediation, our negotiating team worked long
and hard to achieve a tentative agreement for a contract that the team thought our membership would
ratify. We are in the process of taking aratification vote now.

Ifyou will remember, last October, our took a very successful strike authorization where
our membership voted overwhelmingly to authorize the Executive Board to call for a strike if
negotiations reached impasse and did not produce a contract or ifthe Legislature denied funding for a

negotiated contract.

It is my sincere wish that the Legislature will provide funding for the tentative
agreements/contracts that have been reached by all the unions representing state government workers.
Although I cannot speak for the other unions, | do believe that our membership will ratify our tentative
agreement. |also believe that, if such a contract is not funded, Local 52 will go on strike. | deeply

hope we don’t have to.

| have worked for the state for nearly 10 years. | am dedicated to doing a gcod job and serving
the public well as a state employee. But I have watched my income decline in buying power, as my
wages have not kept up with the cost of living over the years. As do most of the state workers | know,
| work hard and want to stay in public service. | believe we deserve decent wages for ajob well done.

| voted “no” in the October election, not because | am against tapping earnings of the
Permanent Fund but because I disagreed with lhe wording on the ballot and because | believe an
income tax should be reinstated. | believe that through a variety of methods to increase revenues the
Legislature can provide a budget that not only funds these labor contracts but also provides the other

services that the residents ofthis state justly deserve.

Please pass out a budget that funds the contracts and does not include the cuts to public
broadcasting and the many other agencies that have been targeted.






JCotlid City Council
P.0. Box 20268
Kotlik, Alaska 99620-0268
(907) 899-4313
Fax (907) 899-4826

March 2, 2000

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalfofthe City of Kotlik we the governing body would like to know why the
Effective State Troopers are always getting transferred out ofthe St.Mary’s station?
Right now we have a new State Trooper that doesn’t know anyone here in the village or
the sisituations that we have here the people are going through. We are having a tough
time in trying to keep our village police officers in a working status, because we have alot
ofturnovers because most of the people here in the village are related in one-way or

another.

We the people in bush Alaska would like for die legislator to econsider cutting the State
Trooper program. It is very hard in the villages to get a State Trooper when we have an
emergency. The only time when a State Trooper comes to a village is when there is a life-
threatening situation, or when the weather is good out here in the bush. We the people in
Lower Yukon area would like for a State Trooper Stationed at Emmonak or Kotlik so
they would serve in this area. We are always the last village to get service by the State,
Federal and other organization that service our village.

Jack OKkitkun Jr.
City Manager
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Xollik City Council
P.0.Box 20268
Kotuk, Alaska 99620-0268
(907) 899-4313
Fax (907) 899-4826

To Whom It May Concern,

We here at the city of Kotlik would like for you to reconsider the cutting ofthe revenue
sharing to the villages. As you know the rate of inflation is going up every year, and the cost of
living in the villages is very high. | personally think the cuts you shoule make are your
unnecessary travels to the lower forty-eight. You do not need to travel to the lower forty-eight to
help the villages. We all know that there is the Internet service that you can use.

We the people of the State of Alaska voted you into the position and you should be
working for the villages and not for yourselves. | myselfam very disappointed that you would
consider cutting off (he life that we depend on and running the villages that we work in. Most of
the people who work for the cities have families that we need to support, and have bills that we
acquire while living here in the villages.

Most of the people here in the villages are under the poverty level, if you think that the people are
rich you are totally wrong!! The dividends that we get here in the villages are some help for all

the bills that we acquire. Ifyou are thinking to stop that too it will not be a wise idea, most of the
people | get in contact with arc not in favor with the $27000 one-time deal. We know that, if that

happens the help we get from the State will stop.

Okitkun,
City Manager
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My name is Laura Rideout und | am the mayor of (he rural community of
Port Alexander. | am concerned at the thought of any further cuts in

Revenue Sharing. Further cuts will be devastatin? to our rural
Our city budget is comprised of our Tocal sales and bed tax,

community.
¥1eries tux,”safe Communities money and State Revenue "Sharing.

shared fis

Our City bud%et maintains and funds our city water s(}/stem and CI'[%/
boardwalk. The City employs 2 city clerks, 2 certified water operators,
and a janitor and maintenance laborers. The City funds our community
hall, library, local ar's council, a collage scholarship fund, emergency

services and a fire and Health Dept.

Without the State’s Revenue Sharing, it could mean the loss of economic
stability, viability and services of our municipality.

VXWT-" — .

Village Safe Water is recommending the Legislature to approve Port
This project

Alexander’s grant for our Water System Up(?rudo Protject.
will bring us into compliance with’ the mandated Surface Water Treatment
Rule and will give all residents und transients in our community 'Safe,

potable water. 1lurge you to please do what you can to have this grant
approved.

- 03
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House Finance-0O perating Budget 3/04/00

My name is Kenneth D. Smith. | have lived in Alaska 60 years. During the summer |
spend about 5 months in the Wrangell Mountains near McCarthy. The remainder of the

year I live in Anchorage.

Two years ago, Senator Murkowski spoke to the Legislature. He suggested one of the top
priorities of the Legislature should be to improve the McCarthy Road.

| am in complete agreement with the Senator on this recommendation.

Although I support increased exploitation of Alaska’s natural resources, reality tells me
almost total reliance on resources is not going to cut it. Ifwe are going to make ends meet
and avoid living beyond our means we must aggressively look toward other forms of

economic diversification.

Like it or not, increased visitation to our state appears to be the most logical, immediate,
and reachable method to achieve this.

In order to exploit the economies of industrial tourism we must create a broader range of
visitor attractions. Yellowstone National Park presently receives more visitors than does

the entire State of Alaska.

Access to our unique and scenic areas is paramount. We need additional roads.

Unfortunately, establishing and constructing new roads compounds the fiscal problem by
adding additional maintenance burdens for the Alaska Dept, of Transportation and Public

Facilities.

BUT, the McCarthy Road is an existing road and it can open qp one of the moat
magnificent and impressive mountain wilderness areas in the world.

All we have to do is fund a moderate amount of maintenance on it.

Industry will do the rest.

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to testify.
Kenneth D. Smith 1131 Westbury Dr. Anchorage, Alaska 99503 Phone 562-4924
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Itjust breaks my heart to see Alaskans having to beg for the

want ofa few thousand dollars to open a road so they can make living.
Over the past twenty-five years | 've seen millions ofdollars wasted,
stolen and given away for worthless projects all over this great State.
Now you’d think with falling revenues, our leaders would unite to
maintain at least our basic roads and services to all it’scommunities and
rid the State of any further expansion, waste, and pay raises until at least
these basic services are met. But no! | still see more give away
programs from this States legislature cross my desk every week.

Projects that only help politics as usual to continue. Please fund basic

services first. Quit trying to be all things to all constituents. We don’t
need bigger and better. Were Alaskan’s, we want thrifty, honest people
to look out for all ofour State.

Jerry R. Netoon, Mayor ofEagle

TOTAL P.06
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To: AIl members ofthe State House and Senate Finance and
Health, Education and SS Com m ittees

From: Carter (Sally to some) Crawford, Member Chamber
University Com mittee 2128 Page 1o0f2

YOU HAVE HEARD THE NEED

NOW FIND THE MONEY

UA EDUCATION IS AN INVESTMENT THAT PAYS
DIVIDENDS TO ALASKA PERMANENTLY!

Thank you any and all efforts to find this investment

Kcaume i |s onvmcedAIaska
ciin't establish a significant
lugh-tech industry Wlthout a
stron unlver5|ty system. He
noted” nationnl software and
pharmaceutical firms located in

oston and Ann Arbar, Mich.,
ome to mtyor universities.

The University of Alaska
system could be the best hot for
the future, Rcaume said, but
would need increased invest-
ment since "as an institution
It's been crippled,”he said.

Other universities, like the
Unlver3|ty of California Los

ghles and the University of
Roc ester in New York, have

<X|UP'[heIrpr0gIterB hesaid,

In Alaska, it would first
require building nnd student
housing repalrs followed by
pumping up .two or threé
dopartmonts with leading pro-
fessore, perhaps in mining sci-
ences, arctic nglneenng and

biotecimol ogP/ esal
Payout from tho change

could take several years but
could attract more” students
nnd oP]portunltles he oddcd.

"It ink it's worth investigat-
" Goldsmith snid. "It "we
dont putmoneyin the universi-
P[ ryatemwe do n disservice to
tflo niext generation.”

dwre+ At t*0.M-UUulke>

. 02
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Page 2: Crawford to Finance and Education

| am no studentofthe budgetso itis difficult for me to know
where to find the $16.9 million. I know you can.

Lcertainly support the 60 day session idea, and I was one ofthe
few who voted to cap the PFD. Howeverin my neighborhood the
reason was simply greed. No one wanted to give up even a little to
get along-term payout. lreally do notthink they understood it.

lalso supportthe new Higher Education Tax-Deferred Account,
butwant more provisions in it to restrict its use outside Alaska.

Ifitis illegal to require the money be spentonly in the state, can
we puta penalty on its withdrawal for out ofstate use prior to age

59 *2?

For the record, the $25,000 payout is notthe solution. lagree with
every objection. However Jhave notseen anyone mention the
impactthis would have on local retailers. W ithout this infusion
every Oct,, many businesses that rely on the PFD tojump-start the
important4lhquarter sales would suffer enormously.

Thank you for listening,”





