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House Finance Committee Budget Hearings
4 March 2000
Comments by Carl S. Benson
1551 Farmers Loop, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

In its goal to continue cutting the budget, the Legislature is philosophically on the
wrong course. Worse yet, itis wasting its time. Cuts to the already decimated state
budget will only hurt and cannot help. Itis said that we have a shortfall of $700 million.
The proposed cuts, intended to yield $30 million, will only meet 4% of this. It’s as if |
owe you $1.00 and offer to pay you 40. You would tell me: "Get real, do something
about raising the money you need to pay what you owe.”

Think about it; 4% is not much. Your boc'y weight can vary 4% in a single day.

By means of this public hearing you have asked for m;, “dvice. Here itis. Take notes.
1 Reinstate our state income tax (the old one at 14% of the federal tax was fine).
2. Leave sales tax for local governments to administer (as before).

3. Leave property taxes for local governments to administer.
Stop consideration of a state-wide limit on property tax. This proposition
could destroy some communities when combined v/ith reduced revenue
sharing from state to local governments,. Alaskan property taxes are not
high. For example, in the Fairbanks North Star Borough the 1999
dividend was almost three times more than the property tax ($148.6
million in dividends and $52 million in property tax).

4. Raise our state gasoline tax (now the lowest in the nation).
Don’tworry, the overwhelming number of states, 45 out of 50, will still

have higher gasoline taxes.

5. Raise our state vehicle registration fees (now the lowest in the nation).
When | tell people from other states about our vehicle registration fees
they are astonished. Our fees are only $35 per year for cars and $40 for
trucks, regardless of the age or co it of the vehicle. In most states, fees
are about 5 times higher. And mat y add a whopping sales tax which can
exceed two thousand dollars.

6. Use some of the EARNINGS from our Permanent Fund for their intended purpose of
contributing to funding state government at the time when oil revenues decline.

That time is now!

7. Put an upper lirrir on the dividend.
The original plan was based on residency, paying $50 per year up to a
maximum of 20 years, or $1,000. The residency part was struck down as
unconstitutional, but the upper limit made sense and certainly did not
violate the constitution. Indeed, this maximum value would still be
$1,000.00 more than the dividend in North Dakota and Montana.



8. Stop the witless 'mmejnterproductive, cuts to state government.
Cuts to the dueady underfunded state government do no good toward
solving the budget problem. Instead they become part of the problem.
Our University of Alaska has been level funded for more than a decade in
spite of growth and ever rising costs. This level funding has amounted to
a cut of about $50 million. It stifles the University’s role as the primary
engine for Alaska's economic development. Our Alaska State Troopers
are operating with 73 fewer troopers than we had in 1987 when
population and the associated problems were less. Our Alaska State
Geological Survey is down by 80% of its strength a decade ago. It
cannot meet its mandated requirements to monitor surface water and
ground water. Similar examples can be cited for every state agency.

9. Stop using budget cuts vindictively.
The image of tight budgets (by ignoring our largest sources of income)
has been used by some legislators as a basis for attacking programs they
don’t like. Cuts to Public Broadcasting and to the DEC were prime

examples last year.

10 Try to keep in mind the size of our assets.
Our assets are enormous! With huge, income-p.uducing savings
accounts, and no debts, any of the other 49 states would trade financial
places with Alaska in a heartheat. The size of our Permanent Fund is
beyond coir.pr ihension for most people, and its annual income is indeed
the sustainable resource that the founders had in mind.
The income from the Permanent Fund last year was $2,600 million. The
income from the Constitutional Budget Reserve (CBR) was another $300
million. The combined income from these two accounts exceeded the
entire state general fund contribution to the budget by about $1 billion.
(In 1999 we paid about $300 million in income tax to the IRS on dividends
alone; that was roughly the same as the entire income of the CBR.)

11. Stop expecting the U.S. Federal Government to pay our way.
The federal component to the state budget (not counting the military
expenditures in Alaska) exceeds what the state puts in from our general
fund. Federal dollars have also exceeded state dollars in the University
of Alaska budget for the past five years. The state must get back into the
act. Itcan do this by raising revenues, using investment earnings, and by
reducing the give-away binge, namely the unrestricted growth of the
dividend. The dividend is now the biggest single item of our state
expenditures.
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Dear Legislator,

L am alarmed at how the legislature is dismantling everything of value in our state's
infrastructure.

I voted against the permanent fund ballot issue last fall, not because | don't want the
fund spent, but because | want more of the fund spent. There is plenty of money to
provide for education, transportation, and other essential state services, if we stop
pandering to a segment of ou* population that is motivated by personal greed, that
wants "their" check, whether they've earned it or not. The dividend program is
arguably the worst welfa}re program in the nation.

By refusing to spend meant "for our future” on public education, which will
significantly impact our future, the legislature is being short-sighmd. We are told
that wc must implement state-wide quality standards, but the rug is pulled out from
under our students, making it much more difficult to meet those standards. Here in
Fairbanks, the school budget pinch is causing us to consider doing away with nurses,
counselors, library services, instrumental music, increasing class sizes, and severe
cutbacks in every otherlarea.

We are told that the buydcn is being shifted to local governments, but then you take
away our ability to tax segments of our population, like the 65 and over crowd, who
stand to benefit greatly (from the services that can be provided by an educated
populace, but who are excluded from paying a dime for those benefits.

You tell us we have to provide busing for our students, but then you refuse to pay the

cost. 1

What economic, growth can we expect in the future? What light or heavy industry will
want to locate in Alaska if we can't offer the families of potential employees a quality
public education? Or if we can't offer the resource of a continuing supply of well
educated high school grads to work in those industries?

1 do vote in every electi%n. I will reflect my displeasure at th~ ballot box if the state
legislature refuses to adequately support public education on tne one hand, and
continue to insist on unfunded mandates on the other. You are doing a grave
disservice not only to the state's children, but to everyone else, yourselves included.

Liz Engle

521 (Tagclbarger Avc.
Fairbanks, AK. 99712
(907)457-3564
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Don lan gray
399 Hillside Drive
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712
TEL. (907) 457-5737
Saturday, March 4, 2000

Testimony on the Alaska FY2QO01 Operating DudireS(proposed)
Gentlemen & Ladies of the Committee,

We often wear many hats, figuratively, as Alaskans. In the brieftime allotted, | urge you to do four
things in this next operating budget.

one: As President of the Friends of the University of Alaska Museum, do follow the
recommendations of the statewide president of University of Alaska, Mark Hamilton, and the UA
Statewide Board of Regents, (as well as the Friend Board of Directors) and fund the University of
Alaska maintenance budget along with the operating budget. The deterioration cannot continue and it
does impact the number of employee labor horn's to merely continue operations. Ifyou fund the
repairs and maintenance to the UA Museum, private dollars will take care of the long-postponed

completion of this Jewel of the North.

two: Speaking as a public member of the State of Alaska Mental Health Board, which serves
both the Governor and your good offices as citizen advisory on mental health issues including Alaska
Psychiatric Institute, the Chronically Mentally 111, and related areas: Please do not cut the proposed
amounts for grants serving the chronically mentally ill living in community-based settings instead of
higher cost hospitalization or incarceration. Don’t cut grants for child care assistance; this affects
many Alaskans struggling to maintain jobs and independence. You choose NOT to use Draconian
measures against alcohol abuse like mandatory fines and confiscation ofvehicles for first offense DWI
driving offenses involving alcohol, but something must be done for this major Alaskan problem, (i.e.
Driving While Intoxicated). Please fully fund alcohol and drug abuse grants to address the 58,000
Alaskans who suffer directly from abuse problems. All these are vital for a safer, healthier Alaska.

three: Speaking as an Interior resident who is concerned with the quality of community life
here, please do not cut our intellectual lifeline: Public Broadcasting. One measure ofgovernment is its
capacity to serve its citizens as a body wi:at we cannot do individually. Public radio informs,
enlightens and entertains us in ways that commercial radio chooses not to.
Public television lifts Alaskans beyond trivial game shows, situation comedies or violent crime
dramas, and allows all of us to watch, learn and be informed without paying subscriber fees that would
exclude many. The quality of Alaskan society is greatly enhanced by public radio and TV. Without

them we suffer as a people.

lastly: As a parent ofgrown children who received excellent public educations in our local
schools, please fully fund the school budget foundation formula and schools related items in this
operating budget. Looking to the future, I want coming generations to learn to be civil in their public
lives, to be competent in their careers, and to be courageous in their commitment to a fair, just and
prosperous democracy. Yeai-s in the future, I want the certified nurses assistant who helps me in my
sickness or infirmity to be accurate and efficient, but also caring and responsible. I want the streets
safe from madmen who barrel through red lights without a concern for the rights of others. Schools
help kids, our society’s future, learn compassion and competence. And they require our money. You
have a heavy responsibility to put our dreams into reality using our collective resources as a people.
You make the laws, you pass the budgets. | thank you for your efforts, please be bold, be leaders, not

whiners.



<69#

A |l as k a S tate Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the 11()\)St7— "SI —<
committee name
committee on _ 0 PATVAARYy- I/Vdated n3 03 |-——————- .
«  hill/subject A
X "DO

POT5U0> RKDID AtAE><A . P N\

TI>butx BWWLE. Tot2 ABU /VU”aV5 THAJ
k> -reOeLyv [\crcs6 Tver e>Ewco,
AN QO™ WavAO 8H' 'DVASTA-\|M

tobacco 5&tue”™ t j ;
X ~TTrcoNicrj c”| ORjAe sjcT APPRoOp”™i/IXj™r To>ui,_
-N2.,600 000 r-yc>1, v/ioO

mP-fejiH ‘FiIVOS W5Uuo &H OSET)

50cn /fe, CeBBAT iat P*oaectTS P ofcuc, eFDBCAT,0/d/
SdHtsOU 07ASbT> PAMO?T>TRATION PRo] eCT$ AC POEE"
mai® AuashA5 Po>TOjee Ar Wem-tvn akl"’

i'DRAccc> -PRsh' S'TA.Te -
Signed: AN pUToT Vei>r"] *Meei<cEL
1[ stifier & . . .
aptl__at*o s) Ata02l cA7V|6eA_50a|ch-,-/\Qy9|\

Represenﬂn Optional)

sqIr AC qo-c;0)

Address

e&>2.-232X0

Phone No.

9/86 Legislative Information Office



Andree McLeod
3721 Young Street
Anchorage, AK 99508
(907)561-8595
email: mcleodak@alaska.net

My name is Andree McLeod and | would like to speak about the budget
process and how we do business, in general.

| was involved with the Commission on Privatization and Delivery of
Government Services as a staffmember as well as being a volunteer on both
the Office of the Governor and Department of Administration
subcommittees.

What the various subcommittees discovered was that the costs of performing
specific state services is not available in the budget. One reason for that is
because the State of Alaska Accounting System (AKSAS) is not
programmed to effectively differentiate between direct and overhead costs
for the various state programs in any standardized manner.

Alaskans are fortunate in that the Commissioner of Administration, Bob
Poe, is one of the original Price Waterhouse program designers of AKSAS.
With that kind of expertise on hand, I've no doubt that through a bipartisan
effort on everyone's part, our accounting system can bhe programmed to its
fullest potential to capture the full costs of providing services.

May | suggest combining the Office of Management and Budget and the
Department of Administration, Finance division (home of AKSAS), so
sound business accounting practices can be injected into the budget process.
The result would be more reliable cost data to bring about a more efficient
and cost-effective government, as well help you in making the hard

decisions about the budget.


mailto:mcleodak@alaska.net

Commission on Privatization and Delivery of Government Services
Department of Administration Subcommittee

Recommendation:
Establish a costaccounting system thatidentifies ail costs associated with tasks

perfor?.*ed by state employees.

Rationale:
Direct and indirect costs for specific services can be tracked by the State of Alaska

Accounting System (AKSAS), as long as the accounting structure is set up in such a way
that the “right data falls into the right buckets.” At this time, only DOT/PF uses the
AKSAS, Time and Equipment monitoring system. Decision-makers must know the real
costs ofscrvices. It's impossible to determine efficiency, cost effectiveness or cost
benefit without accurate, factual, quantifiable, and verifiable information.

Barriers:
Non-standardized use of AKSAS accounting structures by various departments.

Presently, each department has the option ofdefining accounting structures.

The State of Alaska Accounting system (AKSAS), Time and Equipment (T&E)
automated system calculates the costs related to hours worked, equipment usage and
other work units reported on timesheets, and distributes the cost through the AKSAS
reporting structures according to the timesheet financial coding.

Labor costs are calculated for hours worked based on the payroll rates maintained in the
statewide payroll system master file. In addition to the base wage rate (hourly salary),

overhead rates can be established for benefits, insurance, etc.

Equipment costs arc calculated for equipment use based on the applicable rate for the
individual piece of equipment, in the equipment master file, which is maintained in
AKSAS. Equipment master file records are created and maintained through on-line

equipment maintenance by the agency.

Through management reporting, statistical and performance reports can be created using
T&E data. Hours and other work units are maintained in AKSAS where they are

available for display and for performing calculations.

Experienced govemmci.ts have reported that detailed cost analyses are more time
consuming and costly, but the payoff comes in their ability to better evaluate
competing proposals and identify cost savings.
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In lose on this effort.

—John C. Fleming
Anchorage
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— Anne Marie Holer
isI""ative Health Board

inefits Alaskans

e since long before the
Fund was established.
ears, our lawmakers have
ito the Fund, and eventu-

all\]/?they are going to succeed.

ecently the Daily News published a story
about a .925,000 final payment being intro-
duced into the Legislature (“$25,000 dividend
payment gets cool reception before House
committee,” March 2). This payout is equal to
half of the Fund’s value, $27 billion. I agree. |
think the idea is great, for several reasons.

There are many people who have come up
here from other places specifically because
of the Permanent Fund dividend. If they were
to receive a lump sum, they would be headed
back south to buy the farm or whatever they
always wanted but could not. ~fford. This
would decrease blir population; our welfare,
and our school enrollment, !thds saving the
taxpayers millions of dollars.

I think the disbursement should be 75 per-
cent of the Fund to the people of Alaska. Let
the lawmakers have the rest and then sit back
and watch them haggle over what they are
going to spend it on and how fast they will
spend it. It would be interesting.

—Terry N. Clan

Wasilla
3/V -

Privatization article biased

7 State government cannot explain how
irtiibh it costs to deliver government services/
That’s what | expected beneath the Feb. 28,
front-page headline “Fatal flaws Claimed in
state study.” ]

The most glaring fact emanating from the
Commission on Privatization and Delivery of
Governmental Services' report is that gov-
ernment cannot assess actual costs to specif-
ic services provided.

The commission gleaned that government
doesn’t account for direct and indirect costs
(overhead) in its accounting for services. The
privatization concept infers those costs be as-
sociated to specific services. That discipline
alone brings about efficiency and cost savings

before any maneciiged competition takes place.

The reporter decided to taint the many vol-
unteers’ work by ignoring the merits of the
report and recommendations, and by decid-
ing to provide the critics yet another oppor-
tunity to continue undermining the progress
of this commission with their vicious prattle.
Having been involved, the only sweetheart
deal observed was the empowering of aver-
age Alaskans as they stepped up to the plate
and gratuitously,contributed to the process of
their government. >

You'd think it’s important to report that
our state government cannot account for the
services provided or how inefficientlﬁ/ it col-
lects and spends our money. Maybe then top-
ics like taxes can be taken seriously.

Andree McLeod
Anchorage

ovemor ignores science

Gov. Tony Knowles says wolf management

ust be based on science. Gov. Knowles says

olf harvests outside of Denali threaten wolf
pulations in Denali. Gov. Knowles wants to
moutlaw wolf harvests outside Denali.

Layne Adams is a federal biologist who has
studied Denali's wolves for years. Layne
Adams’ science says wolf populations in De-
nali are not threatened by wolf harvests out-
side Denali. Gov. Knowles thumbs his nose at
science. Gov. Knowles is playing politics.
Please stop pretending, Gov. Knowles.

—Tom Lessard
Chugiak

Wolves r ot ours to manage

In his 1?73 work "Of Wolves and Men,"
Barry Lopez gives a chilling account of the
history between wolves and Caucasians: we
have persecuted, tortured and systematically
executed wolves in massive numbers, leaving
Alaska with some of the last healthy wolf pop-
ulations in the world.

In Lopez’s words, "we do not understand
our place in the universe and have not the
courage to admit it." Native Americans, on the
other hand, have coexisted with wolves for
thousands of years. They understand wolves
perhaps more deeply than any biologist ever
can, and they have historically respected,
learned from, and dwelled among wolves.

At the Alaska Wildlife Alliance’s March 2
wolf rally, a man who described himself as
one of “The First People™ spoke from the au-
dience. Among many valuable points, he stat-
ed that the wolf controj debate centers
around money—and therefore around our in-
terests. This*is a critical point. We sincerely
believe that the wolves are "ours” and that
the real question centers around how we will
manage them. ;o

I believe the real issue is not how to man-
age wolves, but how to manage ourselves and
recognize our place in this world. \WWe users
would dc well to learn from history and from
the wisdom of “The First People” who under-
stand their own place in this world, as well as
the place of wolves.

—Amy Crawford
Anchorage
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3/4/97

To: House Finance Committee/ of Alaska Leqgislature
Re: Any oudget cuts destructive to Alaska®"s society

From: James E. FishS~*"&ar”~wor fF*old™~tna 99669
Phorn:262-9601 - fax: 262-9641

An unnamed theologian said "the self righteous will lead us
to hell”, which prompts an analogy that permissive
deterioration of Alaska®s infrastructures or programs could
fling us iInto a stagnant economy or some social hell.

This budget cycle should avoid any reduction in the need
(yes, and the opportunity) to invest In our state"s:

m  children, by enhancing and maintaining, medical,
protective and corrective programs, i.e., Denali KidCare
for families without health insurance, increase
educational funds so our kids will stay home (so your
grandchildren desire to attend U of A?), and protect
those children who might be neglected or abused...all of
these opportunities are before this Legislature...

m  infrastructure maintenance, 1i.e., adequate revenues for
highway maintenance, 1is only one example...

®  public radio system (cut 70% in recent years) - the only
channel with a statewide reach, so essential, to keep our
citizens and neighbors informed and educated...

Over and over we hear Alaska will not grow, or cut, iIts way
out of the perceived fiscal gap. The Legislature appears
rigidly focused on numbers, while plainly ignoring adverse
impact of funding reductions on essential services?

Do we, you, refuse to listen to warnings that our failure to
have a reasonable statewide tax, on individual citizens for

essential public needs, can cause business investment to shy
away from Alaska (Anchorage News, 3/16/97)? And that failure
to maintain roads, schools, and quality infrastructure, can

prompt business to avoid a state so blindly economizing.

Will my Alaskan neighbors and I come to our senses, and

insist more be spent on education and other essential,
services - so we share both advantages and responsibility?

(HFin3400.te.sitmony)
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Testimony: HB 312

My name is Nancy Lethcoe. My husband and | own a small tourism
company.

We are concerned about cuts in the budget which affect us directly
now and indirectly in the future. These are:

The Division of Tourism: Please restore the nearly 1 million dollars
that was taken from the Division of Tourism’s budget and transferred
to the tourism marketing budget. Although we are members of ATIA,
we disagree with the ATIA hoard's position. We would rather see

the Division of Tourism fully funded so it can perform its full
functions than have the State's portion of the marketing budget
increased. | am not asking you to spend more money, just to
reallocate it.

Public Broadcasting is extremely important in rural Alaska in helping
to facilitate communication between isolated communities and
disseminating information which improves the quality of life and
business in rural Alaska. Without public radio, rural Alaskans would
be at an even greater disadvantage compared with their urban
counterparts than presently. Please restore full funding for public
broadcasting.

Children's programs: 1 am very concerned about the cuts in programs
affecting children. These fall into the category of "A penny saved, a
dollar lost." Children are our future. It is they who will either be
productive citizen who will be paying taxes while all of us are
retired, or who will be non-productive citizens placing an increased
drain on public funds. We should invest now in their and our own

futures.

Finally, | encourage you to come up with a comprehensive budgetary
plan for the future. My vote against spending the Permanent
Dividend Fund last year was because | thought it was a fatally
flawed proposal. | hope you will consider other options besides
cutting funds for the poor and rural Alaska.
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To: Members o f the House Finance Committee
Fr: Naknek

I realize you are swamped with testimony and 1 suspect you are not going to get to our
site so 1 would like to present our testimony via fax.

My name is Ma:y Burtness and | have two topics to cover

1. Keep the funding request of President Hamilton for the University of Alaska

intact

I am the Program Developme t Specialist for the University of Alaska/Bristol Bay
Campus in Naknek. We serve the communities of King Salmon, Naknek and South
Naknek. Myjob is to meet the post secondary education needs o f our communities. In
the last 11/2 years the greatest request for classes have been in areas in which our
residents want to retool themselves to meet the changing economic needs of Alaska and
especially rural Alaska. Without this rural UA program these residents would be seeking

aid as opposed to finding new sources o f employment.

2. Do not cut the Public Broadcasting funding.

I have been on line for the last three hours and agree with alt reasons for not cutting the
funding. I would like to add that Public radio not only provides important local and state
news but also national and international news. This news not only makes us good state
citizens but also U.S. citizens. Alaskans need to know what is going on nationwide in
order to participate actively in issues that are not limited to our isolated geographically

position.

My name is Sonja Pompe and | would like to urge the legislature to fund the University
System in rural areas. 1 work for the rural campus in the Naknek/King Salmon area and |
have seen the popularity of education in this area. Not only is education important to our
rural site, but it is important to the state as the beneficiary ofan educated population. |
would also like to show support for the funding o f public broadcasting. Personally I use
public broadcasting as my source o f news and communication and | believe that it is the
same with many of the citizens of Alaska. Limiting public broadcasting limits
knowledge o fworld activities for a great percentage of the citizens of Alaska. Please
listen to the citizens of the state o f Alaska and continue to fund the spread o f knowledge

in our state.
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Date:.  March 4,2000

To: House Finance Committee

From:  John Pearson, HCA Economic Development Office (Juneau)

Ref: Public Comment Forum ref: FY 2001 Funding Levels

I would like to take this opportunity to comment oh behalfo fthe Hyder Community Association on

several aspects ofthe FY2001 before you.

The interests o f the Hyder Community Association in relation to the FY 2001 budget you are dealing
with Is best viewed by the feet that our community is small, isolated and receives very few benefits
from their state. However we support in full the current efforts of the Legislature to bring state

funding into line,

Hyder supports a strong economic development program by the state but we feel many of
the services of the Department o f Community and Economic Dcvelopment are not reaching

those it should be serving.

The current programs of the Division of Tourism arc a disaster. As a retired Division of
Tourism program manager, there has never been a weaker program in operation, Every
effort should be made to work with the industry and exclude the weak programs being

fostered by the administration.

The Division of Trade and Development should receive major cuts until they can justify the
direction they are going with development issues.

Hyder does not support the SEA-CERT program efforts as it is currently stri rtured with —
in DCED. This program needs to be restructured with some outside help. Foi three years
we have wasted state funds in supporting this effort and shown no results! Ifany questions

give me a call: 789-1402,

We urge a stronger accountability by the ARDOR programs around the state. While many
o fthe ARDORS are doing an outstanding job, there are some who need to produce some

results before being fimded.

We strongly support .the efforts of the Division of Investments from the standpoint o f being
a major contributor to the economy of Alaska with their business loan programs..

Closure ofthe Alaska Film Office by the DCED Commissioner last year was unjustified
and now leaves Alaska out ofthe loop in attracting film producers to Alaska. We would
suggest not fUnding any new efforts to reform the Alaska Film Office until we have a

change o fadministration on the third floor.
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» W strongly support the Hi/lade in Alaska™ program as well as the "Silver Hand" program.

+ The HCA supports cutting of the arts as well as public radio for programs in favor of
programs that will develop jobs and the economy, once a total re-vamp o f the DCED has

been accomplished.

* The Hyder Community Association supports the notion of the State of Alaska
Legislature only funding those community projects within the DOT/PF STIP project
where there is at least a 50% local community "bny-in" on the ,9% matching funds
required to attract federal DOT dollars. There should be no ftee rides by our
communities in receiving transportation project funding.

For yenr information the community of Hyder is composed of 131 residents. \We receive very
little from our state and ask very little. Representative Williams or Senator Taylor will tell you
of the pride Hyder has in that we are creating 41 new jobs in the community this year as the
result of a local economic development effort to reduce all unemployment and welfare to zero in
the year 2000. Today we have only five jobs in the commnnity. The plant is now under

construction.

In May 2000, we will open our new community owned and operated bottled water plant,
employing 41. Not one penny has come from the State of Alaska and the third floor is not being
invited for rural development photo opportunities at the time of the grand opening.

Please feel ftiee to call me if you have any questions!
John Pearson

789-1402 Tel
789-1403 Fax
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Reccm and proposed future budget cuts in municipal assitance, revenue sharing, power
cost equalization and even Department of Transportaion road projects with funding diverted

to urban areas are creating r, gross division between

urban and rural
white and native which is degenerating to our becoming
relative haves and have nots, especially where basic services are

concerned. In my view, ;he majority urban legislators are treading on the rural minority’s
rights. The recent court decision documenting the states lack of police protection in rural
areas is a case in point. | think the fact of the federal government taking over subsistance
management in the state is adefinite statement concerning their lack of confidence regarding
the state legislature’s policies toward rural and minority citizens.

Most of the economic development in the past several years has been occuring in urban
areas, leaving rural areas out or even removing investment money and employment
opportunities out of rural areas. There is areal discrepancy between the capabilities that
budget shorfalls will leave in rural areas as opposed to urban areas. Economic growth in
urban areas will allow increased taxes to pay for the loss of State funds, as difficult as it
might be to achieve.

There is no such economic growth in rural aress. In fact there is net economic loss in most
rural areas in the past several years. There is nothing to tax in many villages.

Under present circumstances, unfunded mandates for increased levels of documentation,
training and environmental monitoring combined with continued state budget cuts will
eventually make it impossible to continue basic public services like police, water, sewer
and solid waste disposal financially.

So, the legislature and all of the citizens of Alaska need to begin to decide how to make
more money and opportunities, rather than attempt to horde what little we have left. The
money we have left should be invested wisely to prime the economic pump and creaK
industries to replace the flagging oil industry.

Oil states like Oklahoma, Texas and New Mexico that have experienced oil depletion
budget crunches like Alaska is experiencing now have only gotten past their fiscal problems
by investing in the education that has allowed new industries to be productive in those
states. This can be done both in urban and rural aress.

Therefore, | urge the legislature to keep funding at least at present levels for municipalities,
and rather than consider paying out one final payment to citizens from the permanent fund
and garnisheering the rest to pay for government, to invest the permanent fund and any
other available state monies like the budget reserve accounts in money making projects in
Alaska to provide employment and infrastructure to those of us in ‘third world’ Alaska. All
of the money silting in a stock brokers office in New York City does not do any of us any
good. We should be investing in ourselves.

If this kind of policy is followed as well asit was in the sun belt states that experienced
similar problems, in the next several years, revenue from profits from the new industries
will bring the state budget back up nearly to pre-shortfall levels. A better distribution of
higher education, industry, power and internet access would allow local economic bases, at
which time state funding to municipalities could be cut responsibly.

According to the economic principles espoused by economist Jolm Maynard Keynes,
drastic cuts to government budgets at this stage of the economic crisis is exactly the wrong
thing to do. | highly recommend his works to each and every legislator. Even Milton
Friedman would seei.ie problem with pulling money out of the state economy with the
existing amount of unemployment in rural Alaska. Perhaps the University of Alaska system
could be imposed upon to assist the legislature in methods of application of modern
economic theory.

Rather than cutting blindly, the state legislature needs to adopt and follow along term
economic plan that promotes responsible economic growth. Yearly budgets would then not
turn into such furball knock down drag out fights each spring.

A 7 CIny



-04-00 SAT 12:40 PN FAIRBANKS LI0O FAX NO, 907 456 3346 15/20

Don lan gray
399 hillside drive
FAIRBANKS, Alaska 99712
TEL. (907) 457-5737
Saturday, March 4,2000

Testimony on the Alaska FY2001 Operating Budget (proponed);.
Gentlemen & ladies of the Committee,

Wo often wear many hats, figuratively, as Alaskans. In the brief time allotted, 1 urge you to do four
things in thin next operating budget,

one; As President of tho Friends of the University of Alaska Museum, do follow the
recommendations of the statewide president of University of Alaska, Mark Hamilton, and the UA
Statewide Board of Regents, (as well as the Friend Board of Directore) and fund the University of
Alaska maintenance budget along with tho operating budget, The deterioration cannot continue and it
docs impact the number of employee labor hours to merely continue operations, Ifyou fund the
repairs and maintenance to the 1JAMuseum, private dollars will take care of the long-postponed

completion of this Jewel of the North,

two; Speaking as a public member of the State of Alaska Mental Health Board, which servos
both the Governor and your good offices os citizen advisory on mental health issues including Alaska
Psychiatric Institute, the Chronically Mentally 111, and related areas: Please do not cut the proposed
amounts for grants serving the chronically mentally ill living in community-based settings instead of
higher cost hospitalization or incarceration. Don’t cut grants for child care assistance; this affects
Hinny Alaskans struggling to maintain jobs and independence, You choose NOT to use Draconian
measures against alcohol abuso like mandatory fines and confiscation of vehicles for first offense DWW
driving offonseB involving alcohol, but something must be done for this major Alaskan problem, (i.e.
Driving Wiiiie Intoxicated), Please fully fund alcohol and drug abuse grants to address the 58,000
Alaskans who suffer directly from abuse problems. All these are vital for a safer, healthier Alaska.

three: Speaking as an Interior resident who is concerned with the quality of community life
hero, pleaso do not cut our intellectual lifeline: Public Broadcasting. One measure of government is its
capacity to serve its citizens as u body what we cannot do individually. Public radio informs,
enlightens and entertains us in ways that commercial radio chooses not to.
Public television lifts Alaskans beyond trivial game shows, situation comedies or violent crime
dramas, and al lows all of us to watch, learn and be informed without paying subscriber fees that would
exclude many. The quality of Alaskan society is greatly enhanced by public radio and TV, Without

thorn wo suffer aRa people.

lastly: Asa parent of grown children who received excellent public educations in our local
schools, plcast fully fund the school budget foundation formula and schools related items in this
operating budget. Looking to the future, I want coming generations to learn to bo civil in their public
lives, to be competent in their careers, and to be courageous in their commitment to a fair, just and
prosperous democracy. Years in tho future, I wont the certified nurses assistant who helps me in my
sickness or infirmity to bo accurate and efficient, but also caring and responsible. | want the streets
sale from madmen who barrel through red lights without a concern for the rights of others. Schools
help kids, our society’s future, learn compassion and competence. And they require our money, You
hnvo a heavy responsibility to put our dreams into reality uaing our collective resources as a people.
You make tho laws , you pass the budgets. | thank you for your effort;please be bold, be leaders, not
wirinci'B,
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House Finance Committee Budget Hearings 4 0 AV
4 March 2000
Comments by Carl S. Benson
1551 Farmers Loop, Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

In its goal to continue cutting the budget, the Legislature is philosophically on the
wrong course. Worse yet, itis wasting its time. Cuts to the already decimated state
budget will only hurt and cannot help. It is said that we have a shortfall of $700 million.
The proposed cuts, intended to yield $30 million, will only meet 4% of this. It's as if |
owe you $1.00 and offer to pay you 40. You would tell me: "Get real, do something
about raising the money you need to pay what you owe." o

Think about it; 4% is not much. Your body weight can vary 4% in a single day.

By means of this public hearing you have asked for my advice. Here itis. Take notes.
1 Reinstate our state Income tax (the old one at 14% of the federal tax was fine).
2. Leave sales tax for local governments to administer (as before).

3. Leave property taxes for local governments to administer. . N
StoE consideration of a state-wide limit on property tax. This proposition
could destroy some communities when combined with reduced revenue

sharing from state to local governments,. Alaskan property taxes are not

high. For example, in the Fairbanks North Star Borough the 1999

dividend was almost three times more than the property tax ($143.6

million in dividends and $52 million in property tax).

4. Raise our state gasoline tax ?nqw the lowest in the nation). o
Don’t worry, the overwhelming number of states, 45 out of 50, will still

have higher gasoline taxes.

5. Raise our state vehicle registration fees (now the lowest in the nation).
When | tell people from other states about our vehicle registration fee;
they are astonished. Our fees are only $35 per year for cars and $40 for
trucks, regardless of the age or cost of the vehicle. In most states, fees
are about 5 times higher. And many add a whopping sales tax which can
exceed two thousand dollars.

6. Use some of the EARNINGS from our Permanent Fund for their intended purpose of
contributing to funding state government at the time when oil revenues decline.
That time is nowl

7. Put an upper limit on the dividend. .
The original plan was based on remdency,tfaymg $50 per year u(g) to a
maximum of 20 years, or $1,000. The residency part was struck down as
unconstitutional, but the upper limit made sense and certa'nly did not
violate the constitution. Indeed, this maximum value would still be
$1,000.00 more than the dividend In North Dakota and Montana.
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8. Stop tho witless, counterproductive, cuts to state government.
Cuts to the already underfunded state government do no good toward
solving the budget Froblem. Instead ther become part of the problem,
Our University of Alaska has been level funded for more than a decade in
spite of growth and ever rising costs, This level funding has amounted to
a cut of about $50 million. It stifles the University's role as the primary
engine for Alaska’s economic development, Our Alaska State Troopers
are operating with 73 fewer troopers than we had in 1987 when
population and the associated problems were less. Our Alaska State
Geological Survey is down by 80% of its strength a decade ago. It
cannot meet its mandated re(iuwements to monitor surface wa'.er and
ground water. Similar examples can be cited for every state agency.

9. Stop using budget cuts vindictively.
The image of tl%ht budgets (by ignoring our largest sources of Income)
has been used by some legislators as a hasis for attacking programs they
don't like. Cuts to Public Broadcasting and to the DEC were prime

examples last year.

10 Try to keep in mind the size of our assets.
Our assets are enormous! With huge, income-producing savings
accounts, and no debts, any of the other 49 states would trade financial
Elaces with Alaska in a heartbeat. The size of our Permanent Fund is
eyond comgrehensmn for most people, and its annual income is Indeed
the sustainable resource that the founders had in mind.
The income from the Permanent Fund last year was $2,600 million. The
income from the Constitutional Budget Reserve (CBR) was another $300
million. The combined income from these two accounts exceeded the
entire state general fund contribution to the budget by about $1 billion.
(In 1999 we paid about $300 million in income tax to the IRS on dividends
alone; that was roughly the same as the entire income of the CBR.)

11 StoTp expecting the U.S, Federal Government to pay our way.

he federal component to the state budget (not counting the military
expenditures In Alaska) exceeds what the state puts In from our general
fund. Federal dollars have also exceeded state dollars in the University
of Alaska budget for the past five years. The state must get back into the
act. [tcan do this by raising revenues, using investment earnings, and by
redu0|n(? the give-away binge, namely the unrestricted %rowth of the
dividend. The dividend Is now the biggest single item of our state
expenditures.
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March 3,2000

By hand delivery

Mon. Gene Therriault

Co-Chair, House Finance Committee
Capitol Room 511

Juneau, Alaska

Mon. Eldon Mulder

Co-Chair, Mouse Finance Committee
Capital Room 507

Juneau, Alaska

Re: Personal Care Attendant program administered by
Department of Administration, Division of Senior Services

Dear Reps. Therriault and Mulder:

Enclosed please find a description of a problem that, through anecdotes with
past clients and other complaints, we perceive in the delivery of Medicaid-
reimbursed personal care attendant (PCA) service in Anchorage, Fairbanks, and
Southeast Alaska, as well as a proposed solution. We hope that as you review the
Department of Administration’s budget for this item you can find time look into this
issue. We certainly would look forward to participation by your staff, or of other
staff of the committee, with agency staff to discuss the situation and potential

solutions.

Very truly yours,

Robert B. Briggs
Staffattorney

Encl.

Cc: (w/ ends.)
Mouse Finance Committee members
Rick Tcssandore, exec. dir.. DLC-Anchorage
Dave Fleurant, legal dir., DLC-Anchorage



MEDICAID-REIMBURSED PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANT (PCA) SERVICE IN
ANCHORAGE. FAIRBANKS. AND SOUTHEAST ALASKA

PROBLEM: persons with significant disabilities (quadriplegia, etc.) who arc able to live at home
with appropriate in-home personal care attendant (PCA) services, experience interrupted,
inconsistent and incomplete service. PCASs fail to show up as scheduled, or the agencies providing
service says they cannot find personnel to fully serve the client. This creates a great strain on family,
endangers the client, and increases the risk of hospitalization or a nursing home placement, at greater
expense to the State. Some clients have been le ft unservedfor hours or days at a time, lying in
their own excrement and urine because a PCA failed to show to help with toileting, feeding,

assistance with taking medications, and other needs.

PERCEIVED CAUSES OF PROBLEM:

(1) lack ofcompetition among PCA providers. Through a General Fund grant provided by the
Department of Administration, a single non-profit agency possesses the exclusive right to deliver
Medicaid-reimbursed PCA service in Anchorage, Fairbanks and Southeast Alaska. Under the grant
agreement, the grantee agency is obligated to serve all Medicaid-eligible clients, and required to
maintain sufficient personnel to meet each client's needs, 'flic grantee may, and in Anchorage and
Fairbanks does, use subcontracting agencies to deliver the service. In practice, the grantee is to
receive approximately $700,000 in General Fund grant dollars to deliver at least 116,000 hours of
service, or approximately $6.00 per hour of service delivered. In addition, the grantee bills Medicaid
at $21 per hour of service delivered, for a total compensation of approximately $27 per hour. Total
cost of the program in Anchorage, Fairbanks and Southeast Alaska, for Fiscal Year 2000, was
approximately $3 million, with Medicaid paying approximately $2.3 million. Subcontract
agreements pay the subcontracting agencies $19 to $20 per hour. Both subcontractors and the
grantee agency pay at rates of $10 to $12 per hour (per the enclosed job advertisements). The
grantee reports paying an average rate of $12 per hour; advertised beginning rates are $10.35 to
$10.50 per hour. At $12 per hour approximately 55% of public monies are reserved for overhead;
this rate is even higher if the agency's actual rates of compensation average less than $12 per hour.
Despite estimating overhead r penses to provide fringe benefits to PCAs, anecdotal evidence by
some of our underscrved clients has been that PCAs would like to work more hours, but have been
kept underemployed and thus ineligible for health insurance and other fringe benefits reserved to
full-time employees. This, | believe, may be a substantial factor in high turnover, unreliable
employees, and difficulty finding employees to deliver this much-needed service.

(2) Arbitrary disincentives to Independent PCA service delivery. At least two major disincentives
prevent successful use of self-employed, or so-called independent PCAs, First, agency regulations
prohibit Medicaid payment for agency-employed PCAs and independent PCAs during the same
month. Thus an independent PCA cannot be used when an agency-employed PCA fails to show, or
when the agency has been unable to find personnel to fill all the needed service hours. Ifa client has
selected an agency, the client is forced by regulation to live with the inadequate service, at least until
the end of the month. Also, the rate of reimbursement for independent PCAs is established by
regulation at $12 per hour (the agency rate is $21 per hour). Self-employed persons must pay a
minimum of 30% federal income tax (15% minimum tax. plus 15% scll'-employment lax), so the
effective rate of compensation is $8.40 per hour. Thus, a person will make more money as an
employee ofa PCA agency (where the rates of pay are at least $10 per hour) than as an independent
PCA. The State of Alaska regulations thus encourage a monopoly of agency-based PCA delivery.
Curiously, State regulations expressly require an independent PCA to provide his or her own bhackup
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if illness or a car breakdown causes a no-show, but the agencies delivering PCA service have denied
any obligation to provide on-call backup when one of their employees fail to show, and insist that the
client sign a contract purporting to obligate the client's family to be the backup. They say they
cannot afford to hire a person on an on-call basis, even though other social service agencies appear to
deliver comparable services on an on-call basis for rates of compensation well under the Medicaid
reimbursement rale of $21 per hour (see the enclosed job announcements).

lam aware of no other medical service or product reimbursed by Medicaid in which there is such a
dramatic discrimination in the compensation rates betsveen otherwise qualified providers.

SOLUTIONS:
(1) Intent language in appropriations: 1 do not believe the General Funds appropriated for this

purpose should be cut. or that the exclusive grants given on a regional basis should be modified in the
more rural regions of Alaska, where likely there is only one agency available to deliver the service.
All of the complaints we have received have come from Anchorage, Fairbanks, or Southeast Alaska.
However, | believe intent language should be adopted in the appropriation for this item, that avoids
inducing a monopoly ofservice delivery in the three most populous regions of the stale. |suggest the

following language:

"it is intended that the Department of Administration, in awarding grants within Regions
9U and 10 (Fairbanks Urban, and Southeast Alaska) shall award the grant funds to no
less than two qualified grant applicants. Within Region 6 (Anchorage) the Department
shall award the grant funds to no less than three qualified grant applicants. In the event
that insufficient qualified grant applications are received within either Regions 6, 9U and
10, then the Department shall make grant funds available to otherwise qualified entities
delivering Medicaid-reimbursed PCA services at the same hourly rate as provided in the
grant award to the successful grantce(s). In any event, the grant agreements awarded
shall not provide an exclusive Medicaid billing right, and any qualified PCA agency may
bill Medicaid at the minimal regulatory rate, currently set at $21 per hour.”

This intent language will not interfere with any current contractual obligations of the Slate, because
the grant agreement expires at the end of Fiscal Year 2000.

(2) Abolishment o fagency regulations that restrictfair competition among PCA service providers:
| also believe that the prohibition on using a combination of independent and agency-employed
PCAs should be abolished, and the rate of compensation for independent PCAs should be increased.
I believe that fair market forces will induce a higher quality ofservice delivery. These solutions may
require a statutory directive, and | look forward to working with the Legislature to this end. There
should be no fiscal impact of such a change, since the rates of compensation for independent PCAs
are less than the rates of compensation for agencies, although | believe there is justification for
reimbursing independent PCAs at higher rates than agencies that enjoy economies of scale
unavailable to independents. Under the current rates of reimbursement, clients would be fully served
at a lower hourly cost by independent PCAs. The State would save money ifthese regulations were

abolished.

Page 2 0f2
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CENTER FORCOMMUNITY

PROGRAMDESCRIPTION
FY2000 PERSONAL CAREATTENDANT SERVICES

At Center for Community we have developed our program based on concepts commonly found
in the managed care arena. Our model is based on the.idea of a central point of entry and a pool
of subcontracted providers and in-house staffto utilize in the provision of services. Center for
Community has offices in Fairbanks, Anchorage, Juneau, Ketchikan and Sitkd and utilizes an in-
house staff of about 130 employees. During FY2000 we anticipate that about 50% of our
services will be provided through five subcontractors that include both for-profit and non-profit
entities. Contract rates are standardized and arc expected to be $20.04 per hour in FY 2000. All
billing, data analysis and compliance monitoring are conducted by Center for Community.

All applications are made through our central office and the central office maintains a formal
relationship with each participant. Following Medicaid eligibility confirmation the central office
arranges for an assessment that is conducted by our centralized assessment team who are all
registered muses and experienced evaluators.

Once the care plan is developed, the contract administration staff assign the service provision to
one of several subcontracted providers from our provider network or our in-house staff. The
provider selection is multifaceted in that we attempt to mediate between participant selection, the
need to provide a minimum amount of work so that our subcontractors remain viable and the

needs of our own organization.

Once the participant is in service, they primarily communicate with their provider but they
maintain an on-going relationship with the contract administration staff to resolve any problems

or request changes in service.

The contract administration staff make monthly site visits to all subcontractors and CFG offices
to conduct program audits to insure program compliance and offer technical assistance.

Twice each month the subcontractors and CFC offices submit approved time and activity records
to the director o f administration. These records are processed for regulatory compliance, service
level data for the management information system, billing and finally either subcontractor
payment or payroll operations. Subcontractors are paid monthly.

In the FY 2000 program we anticipate serving over 400 people and providing a minimum of
116,652 hours of personal care services.

NOTE: If as suggested in section s page 5 of Appendix C, subcontractors must comply with
regulations related to Grant Programs (Chapter 78 AAC?) it will be impossible to utilize
subcontractors and significant revisions to this proposal will be required.
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PERSONAL SERVICES
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F, +Administrative Assistant - 2.04 FTE. (550,917 - GF) This position is primarily involved with
data entry for payroll and billing but also provides support for administrative matters, supply
control, reception and general office management of the organization and reports to the director
of administration The positions are currently held by Caila Mahoskey and Kim Watson.

G. Contract Administrator - 1 FTE. ($33,688- GF) This position is responsible for the day to day
management of the proposed project. Duties of this position include supervising project staff,
participating’ in planning sessions, coordinating services with' other providers, monitoring
services, monitoring budgets and service levels, and insuring that all activities remain in
compliance with program regulations and guidelines. This position reports to the Executive
Director and is currently filled by Walter Spurting.

K. Contract Assistant - 1 FTE ($24,719 - GF) This position works closely with the contract
administrator in the administration of the day to day affairs of the personal care attendant
program. This is also a cross training position to provide stability to the program in the event
that the contract administrator cannot perform their functions. The position reports to the
contract administrator and is currently held by Annette Lowe.

I. Program Coordinator - 3.48 FTE (5108,600 - GF) This position is responsible for the daily
supervision and scheduling of direct care staff and implementing processes to insure that
appropriate levels and types of service are provided. The program coordinators report to the
regional manager and Karen Kienbaum and David Rice currently fill the positions. Recruitment
is just being completed for two additional positions one located in Ketchikan and one in

Anchorage.

J. Care Coordinator / Supervising RN - 2 FTE ($72,134 - GF) These positions conduct all of
the personal care assessments, reassessments and serve as the supervising RN's.  The positions
also conduct staff training and other professional support The positions are currently housed in
the Anchorage office and travel to service.sites throughout the state on a monthly basis: The
positions are also supported by a back up RN in the Southeast region who can aid in time
sensitive situations. The positions are currently held by Desiree Faller, RN., and Rick Herron
RN and report to the contract administrator.

K. Personal Care Attendant - 22 FTE ($25,500 GF - $538,950 MC) These positions provide all
of our direct service in the PCA program. These positions must meet the criteria as described in
regulation. This proposal will actually employ about 50 individuals but many of them work less
than 40 hours per week. The PCA’s report to the program coordinator.

L. Fringe Benefits —(5391,168 - GF, 167,065 MC) For FYQ0 employee fringe benefits are
calculated at 31% of gross salaries. Specifically these expenses include: Payroll Taxes, \WWorkers
Compensation, Personal Leave, Holidays, Health insurance and Retirement.

TOTALFORCATEGORY 100: 5655.809 - GF $706,025 -M C
17



Alaska's Job Bank - Job Description

Alaska's Job Bank - Job Description

Job Order: 9970188 Job Title: JCNA/PCA /
Region: ANCHORAGE/MAT-SU City:|ANCHORAGE/9950Tf

Education: NA Months of Experience: 00 Minimum Age: 18
Licensc(s) Required:

Job Description:
MUST BE CERTIFIED CNA OR PCA. HAVE CURRENT CPR AND

FIRST AIDE CERTIFICATION. PASS A STATE AND FEDERAL
BACKGROUND CHECK. JOB LOCATION EAGLE RIVER. MUST HAVE
OWN VEHICLE TO TRAVEL BETWEEN SITES. TRAVEL TIME IS PAID
**TO APPLY. APPLICANT MUST GO DIRECT TO JOB READY.

600 BARROW STREET. #104. ANCHORAGE 99501 OR CALL ERICA

AT 907 258- 3498 BETWEEN 8-5. M-F.

Job Duration: FULL TIME OVER 150 DAYS Pav:|S 10.50 PER HOUR<()

Hours: 40

Page 1of |

Ifyou meet the employer's requirements and wish to apply for thisjob. follow referral instructions in the job description

above. Ifno instructions appear in the job description, mail or fax your resume to the localoflld —1.

Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development
Alaska Job Center Network

http:/Avww.labor.state.ak.iis/esjobs/jobs?PageNo=2&JobN0=9970188

3/2/00
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Alaska's Job Bank - Job Description

Job Order: 9120419 Job Title: [PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANTPCA)/a]
Region: SOUTHEAST City: angoon)
Education: 12 Months of Experience: 03 Minimum Age: 18

Licensed Required: CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION FIRST AID CERT/GENERAL ALASKA
DRIVER'S LICENSE

Job Description:

OPEN TIL FILLED. QUALIFICATIONS: MUST HAVE CURRENT FA/
CPR OR ABILITY TO GET CERTIFICATION UPON OFFER OF HIRE.
CURRENT ALASKA PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANT CERTIFICATE OR
CNA CERTIFICATE REQUIRED. ABILITY TO PROVIDE OWN
TRANSPORTATION WITH REIMBURSED MILEAGE OF S.31/MILE.
DUTIES: PROVIDE HANDS-ON ASSISTANCE W/ACTIVITIES OF
DAILY LIVING SUCH AS BATHING & DRESSING. IN CLIENTS'
HOMES.

WORK SITE IS LOCATED IN ANGOON. ALASKA.

**TO APPLY: CONTACT CENTER FOR COMMUNITY AT TOLL-FREE #
1-800-478-6970 FOR APPLICATION AND REFERRAL

INSTRUCTIONS. ATTN: DAVE RICE

Job Duration: PART TIME OVER 150 DAYS Pay:|S 10.35 PER HOUR/( PCA QUALIFIED/OR DOE)
Hours: 20

if you meet the employer's requirements and wish to apply for thisjob. follow referral instructions in the job description
above. If no instructions appear in the job description, mail or fax your resume to the -------=--------

Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development
Alaska Job Center Network

http://www.labor.state.ak.us/osjobs/jobs?PngeNo=2&JobN0=9120419 3/2/00
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Alaska's Job Bank - Job Description Page | of |

Alaska's Job Bank - Job Description
Job Order: 9120264 Job Title PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANT/HA INES]

Region: SOUTHEAST City HAINESu
Education: 12 Months of Experience: 03 Minimum Age: 18

Liccnse(s) Required: CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION FIRST AID CERT/GENERAL ALASKA
DRIVER'S LICENSE

Job Description:
OPEN TIL FILLED. FT & PT /PERM. QUALIFICATIONS: MUST

HAVE CURRENT PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANT CERTIFICATE (PCA
OR CNA CERTIFICATE WOULD BE HELPFUL BUT NOT MANDATORY.
NEEDS OWN RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION_AND ALASKA DRIVERS
LICENSE. WORK IS LOCATED IN HAINES. ALASKA.

DUTIES: WORKING IN PRIVATE HOME SETTINGS: ASSISTING
CLIENTS W/ PERSONAL CARE. HYGIENE AND RELATED CARE

DUTIES. AS NEEDED.
**TO APPLY: COMPLETE A GENERAL EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION.

OR RESUME. SUBMIT TO: CENTER FOR COMMUNITY. 700 KATLIAN
STREET. SUITE B. SITKA, ALASKA 99835 ATTN: DAVID RICE
OR CALL TOLL FREE t AT: 1-800-478-6970

Job Duration: FULL TIME OVER 150 DAYS Pay:|S 10.35 PER HOUR( PER 1-IQUR/FTOR PT)

Hours: 40

Ifyou meet the employer's requirements and wish to apply for thisjob. follow referral instructions in the job description
above. Ifno instructions appear in the job descriptl’on, mail or fax your resume to the local office

Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development
Alaska Job Center Network

©

hUp:/iwww,!abor.state.ak.iis/esjobs/jobs?PngeNo=2&JobN0=9120264 3/2/00



Alaska's Job Bank - Job Description Page | of |

Alaska's Job Bank - Job Description
Job Order: 9110515 Job Title:[pERSONAL CARE ATTENDANT

Region: SOUTHEAST City: JUNEAU

Education: NA Months of Experience: 03 Minimum Age: 18
License(s) Required:

Job Description:

MUST HAVE H.S. DIPLOMA OR EQUIVALENT & CURRENT ALASKA
CERTIFIED NURSES AIDE CERTIFICATE OR LPN CERTIFCATE WITH
IN 120 DAYS OF HIRE. CURRENT AK DRIVER'S LICENSE & FIRST
AIDE & CPR CERTIFICATES. ABILITY TO ORGANIZE, WRITE
REPORTS. & PROVIDE SERVICES IN A TIMELY MANNER. DUTIES:
PROVIDE ASSISTANCE FOR THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED INDIVI-
DUALS TO INCLUDE BUT NOT LIMITED TO BATHING. DRESSING.
GROOMING. MEAL PREP AND LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING. **SUBM1T A
RESUME OR GENERAL APPLICATION TO THE JUNEAU JOB CENTER.
10002 GLACIER HY\V,, SUITE 200. JUNEAU. AK. 99801.

1 Cda) fe) EcrAKIur-kj

Job Duration: FULL TIME OVER 150 DAYS Pay: S 10.35 PER HOUR( )f
Hoars: 40

Ifyou meet the employer's requirements and wish to apply for thisjob, follow referral instructions in the job description
. . . . L. . local office
above. Ifno instructions appear in thejob description, mail or fax your resume to the

Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development
Alaska Job Center Network

http://www.labor.state.ak.u.s/csjobs/jobs?PageNo=2&JobN0=9110515 3/2/00


http://www.labor.state.ak.u.s/csjobs/jobs?PageNo=2&JobNo=9110515

Alaska’s Job Bank - Job Description Page | of |

Alaska's Job Bank - Job Description
Job Order: 9120420 Job Title:{PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANT(PCA)/Y
Region: SOUTHEAST City: jJYAKUTAT |
Education: 12 Months of Experience: 03 Minimum Age: 18

Liecnse(s) Required: CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION FIRST AID CERT/GENF.RAL ALASKA
DRIVER'S LICENSE

Job Description:

OPEN TIL FILLED. QUALIFICATIONS: MUST HAVE CURRENT FA/
CPR OR ABILITY TO GET CERTIFICATION UPON OFFER OF HIRE.
CURRENT ALASKA PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANT CERTIFICATE OR
CNA CERTIFICATE REQUIRED. ABILITY TO PROVIDE OWN
TRANSPORTATION WITH REIMBURSED MILEAGE OF S.31/MILE.
DUTIES: PROVIDE HANDS-ON ASSISTANCE W/ ACTIVITIES OF
DAILY LIVING SUCH AS BATHING & DRESSING. IN CLIENTS'
HOMES.

WORK SITE IS LOCATED IN YAKUTAT, ALASKA.

**TO APPLY: CONTACT CENTER FOR COMMUNITY AT TOLL-FREE #
1-800-478-6970 FOR APPLICATION AND REFERRAL

INSTRUCTIONS. ATTN: DAVE RICE

Job Duration: PART TIME OVER 150 DAYS Pav:[$ 10.35 PER HOUR ( PCA QUALIFIED OR DOE) |
Hours: 20

Ifyou meet the employer’s requirements and wish to apply for thisjob, follow referral instructions in the job description
above. Ifno instructions appear in thejob description, mail or fax your resume to the  local °ffice 1.

Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development
Alaska Job Center Network

©

http:/Auvw, labor.state.ak.us/esjobs/jobs?PngcNo=2&JobNo=9120420 3/2/00


http:///uvw,labor.state.ak.us/esjobs/jobs?PngcNo=2&JobNo=9l20420
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Alaska's Job Bank - Job Description

Job Order: 9440036 Job Title: PERSONAL CARE ATTD/RELIEF-ST.
Region: NORTHERN City:|sTIVIICHAEL]
Education: 12 Months of Experience: 00 Minimum Age: 18

Liccnse(s) Required: NURSE AIDE CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION

Job Description:
RELIEF POSITION. HOURS FLEXIBLE. SOME WEEKENDS MAY BE

REQUIRED. QUALS: HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR GED. MUST
COMPLETE CNA TRAINING AND OBTAIN CPR CERTIFICATION

PRIOR TO DATE OF HIRE. MUST BE ABLE TO FOLLOW_WRITTEN
INSTRUCTIONS AND KEEP SIMPLE RECORDS. MUST HAVE
PERSONALITY CONDUCIVE TO WORKING CLOSELY WITH PATIENTS
IN HOME. DUTIES: RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING PERSONAL CARE
TO CLIENTS IN THE HOME. UNDER DIRECT SUPERVISION OF HOME
CARE COORDINATOR. THIS INCLUDES BATHING. DRESSING. VITAL
SIGNS. OTHER ACTIVITIES OF DAILY LIVING. **TO APPLY.
COMPLETE NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORP APPLICATION. SEND TO

PO BOX 966. OR FAX TO (907) 443-3244.

Job Duration: PART TIME OVER 150 DAYS Pay:|S 12.64 PER HOUR (NON CERT-13.27 CERT))

Hours: 20

11'you meet the employer's requirements and wish to apply for thisjob. follow referral instructions in the job description
. .
above. If no instructions appear in the job description, mail or fax your resume to the local office II.

Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development
Alaska Job Center Network

http://www.labor.staie.ak.iis/esiobs/jobs?Pn!leNo=2&JobN0=9440036 3/2/00


http://www.labor.staie.ak.iis/esiobs/jobs?Pn!!eNo=2&JobNo=9440036

Alaska's Job Bank - Job Description

Alaska's Job Bank -Job Description

Job Order: 8440300 Job Title: PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANT/CNA
Region: NORTHERN City:|BREVIG MISSI0ON/

Education: 12 Months of Experience: 00 Minimum Age: 18

Liccnse(s) Required: NURSE AIDE CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION

Job Description:

THIS ISA RELIEF POSITION. ON CALL AS NEEDED. QUALS:

MUST BE CERTIFIED NURSE ASSISTANT OR COMPLETE TRAINING
BEFORE HIRE DATE. MUST HAVE CPR CERT PRIOR TO HIRE.
DEMONSTRATED ABILITY TO KEEP SIMPLE RECORDS & FOLLOW
WRITTEN & VERBAL INSTRUCTIONS. MUST HAVE PERSONALITY
CONDUCIVE TO WORKING CLOSELY W/ PATIENTS INTHEIR HOMES.
DUTIES: PROVIDE PERSONAL CARE TO CLIENTS INCLUDING
BATHING. DRESSING. TAKING VITAL SIGNS. ASSIST WITH
TOILETING. & SIMPLE EXERCISES. KEEP RECORDS & REPORT
CHANGES IN PATIENT*S CONDITION. +*TO APPLY SEND
COMPLETED NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORPORATION APPLICATION TO
PO BOX 966, NOME. AK 99762 OR FAX TO 1-907-443-2085.

Job Duration: PART TIME OVER 150 DAYS Pay: |S 14.50 PER HOUR (+DOE )j

Hours: 10

Page lof 1

Ifyou meet the employer®s requirements and wish to apply for thisjob. follow referral instructions in the job description

above. Ifno instructions appear in the job description, mailor fax your resume to the — local

Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development
Alaska Job Center Network

http://www.labor.stale.ak.us-esiobs/jobs?PageNo=2&JobN0=8440300

<3>

3/2/00
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Alaska's Job Bank -Job Description

Job Order: 9110738 Job Title: ACTIVITY ASSISTANT
Region: SOUTHEAST City: JUNEAU

Education: 12 Months of Experience: 12 Minimum Age: 00
License(s) Required:

Job Description:
I-TPERM. MUST HAVE ONE YEAR EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH THE

ELDERLY AND/OR ONE YEAR EXPERIENCE IN PREPARING AND
LEADING ACTIVITIES INA GROUP ENVIRONMENT. HOME HEALTH
AIDE. CNA OR HOMEMAKES EXPERIENCE DESIRABLE. PROVIDE
DIRECT SERVICES TO PEOMLE WITH ALZHEIMER"S DISEASE OR
RELATED DEMENTIA AND OR PHYSICALLY FRAIL. ASSIST IN
IMPLEMENTING PROGRAM PLANS FOR PHYSICAL & RECREATIONAL
THERAPY. MAINTAIN RECORDS. ASSIST WITH ACTIVITIES FOR
DAILY LIVING WITH ALL ADULT DAY PROGRAM CLIENTS AS
NEEDED. **MAIL OR FAX RESUME TO: CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
SERVICE. 419 6TH ST.. JUNEAU. AK. 99801 OR FAX TO: (907)
463-6144 OR CALL (907)463-6161 FOR DETAILS.

Job Duration: FULL TIME OVER 150 DAY S Pay:|S 11.07 PER HOUR ()

Hours: 38

Ifyou meet the employer®s requirements and wish to apply for thisjob, follow referral instructions in the job description

above. Ifno instructions appear in the job description, mail or fax your resume to the local officc 1.

Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development
Alaska Job Center Network

<dD

http://Amww.labor.state.ak.us/esjobs/jobs?PageNo=2&JobN0=9110738 3/2/00
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Alaska's Job Bank -Job Description

Job Order: 9270584 Job Title:jcERTIF. NURSING ASST, (CNA)-ON

Region: SOUTHWEST City: BETHEL

Education: 09 Months of Experience: 00 Minimum Age: 18
License(s) Required:

Job Description:
P/T,ON CALL(POOL): OPEN UNTIL FILLED. PROVIDE CARE

TOTATIENTS, ASSISTSW /ADL*S: SUPPORT HOSPITAL GOALS &
OBJECTIVES: SERVES PATIENTS FROM BIRTH TO ELDERLY.
QUALS: 9TH GRADE MIN.: EXPERIENCE PREFERRED BUT WILL
TRAIN ON THE JOB & PROVIDE C.N.A. TRAINING TO ACQUIRE
1ST AIDE & CPR CERTIF.: ABLE TO WORK VARIED SHIFTS.

**TO APPLY**

SUBMIT A COMPLETED YKHC APPLICATION TO:

YKHC HUMAN RESOUCES DEPT.. PO BOX 528/829 ED.HOFFVIAN HWY
BETHEL. AK 99559 OR FAX TO: 907 543-6061. FOR MORE INFO.

CALL 907 543-6060 OR 800 478-S905.

Job Duration: FULL TIME 31TO 150 DAYS Pay: S 11.58 PER HOUR (DOE/GRADE 2)

Hours: 30

Ifyou meet the employer®s requirements and wish to apply for thisjob. follow referral instructions in the job description

above. Ifno instructions appear in the job description, mail or fax your resume to the — k**1

Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development
Alaska Job Center Network

©

http://www.Inbor.state.ak.usesjobs iobs’, PagcNo=2&JobN0=9270584 3/2/00
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the F i'nance.
committee name

n B 319 , dated ~ /=?jO0 &
bill/subject

committee on

| am writing to express my concern on possible funding cuts to Public
Broadcasting as a result of House Bill 312.

I live an isolated community of Alaska. Like many small town Alaskans | get
much of my entertainment for radio. | depend on Public Broadcasting to
bring me family entertainment, accurate news, both local and world wide and
a varied view of the world. | know that when | turn on the radio, | will get
programs produced for Alaskans in Alaska instead of canned top 40 music.

| appreciate that my local radio station, KCAW, offers the best local news
coverage I've found anywhere in Alaska. | also can find regularly scheduled
programming suitable for children and dinner time without advertisments ad

nauseam for stores and services not available in Alaska.

Sincp-rp.lv

Marg. Parsons

Signed: M -
Testifier
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Thanks for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Dave MacDowell. lam
married, and have four kids ranging in age from 15 to 7 years old.

lam also president of the board of directors of Alaska Dance Theatre, the
largest nonprofit dance organization in the state, with almost 500 students.

The organization has touched many lives since its humble beginnings in 1981,
and we have made a positive difference in the community, and in the lives of our

students.

ADT receives operational support from the Alaska State Council on the Arts. It

makes a significant difference to us, and helps to ensure that quality
performance and instruction is available to students and audiences from across

all economic backgrounds.

So many individuals and businesses, large and small, continue to provide the
bulk of our financial support. For that, we are grateful. Especially since they are
being called upon more and more. Their private support is important. So is
public funding from, ASCA.

lask you to ensure that ASCA’s funding capability is not reduced. Please re-
think the House Finance sub-committee recommendation, as itwill hurt all arts

groups around the state.

On behalf of the Alaska Dance Theatre board of Directors, my own family, and
our community, please make the right decision.

David F. MacDowell
17600 Rosemont Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99516

March 4th, 2000
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Good afternoon. My name is Patrick Rumley. | am Vice-President of Alaska Dance
Theatre, the largest not for profit dance organization in Alaska. We have, depending upon
the time of year, between four and five hundred young dancers studying at our school.
They obtain first rate instruction in dance from a dedicated teacher corps, with live
accompaniment, working out of a small fifty year old building which houses its studios.

We are largely self-sufficient, depending upon significant contributions from the private
sector. But, as with most arts organizations, there is a gap which the state and municipal
governments have filled, to their everlasting credit. We benefit from a $10,630 grant from
the Alaska State Council on the Arts (ASCA). This money helps us to maintain the
minimal level of operational expenditures necessary to support a dance group of this size
and calibre. It helps keep the cost of instruction down to encourage diversity among
socio-economic groups who can share in the joy of dance. Were this money to be
withdrawn it would place serious financial pressure upon our organization, inevitably
impacting the programs we can offer and the students we can serve.

You know. . Activities such as dance are not just arts for arts’ sake. In fact, they are
character building. Dance teaches discipline and creativity, it builds physical strength and
fitness among a population that is increasingly obese, and provides an uplifting focus for
young minds and bodies that elevates the dignity and self-respect of all. Cutting funding
for dance and other performing arts is short sighted. That $75,000 is money well spent as
an investment in the education and development of our students and also the patron public
who also benefit from a vibrant performing arts community, including dance. Itisa
bargain ifyou consider for a moment what we spend on children who do not have the

opportunity to participate and lose their way.

| urge you to resist cuts to the state General Fund match for the Alaska State Council on
the Arts. Now is not the time to rob Peter to pay Paul.



MAR- 6-00 MON 5:31 PM FAX NO. 907 235 2357

Kachemak Bay Broadcasting, Inc. (907) 235-7721
Fax: (907) 235-2357

PUBLIC RADIO “ AM 890

3913 KACHEMAK WAY < HOMER, AK 99603

FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION SHEET
Sent to FWftHr.fr OM/i.ttpf
Company
Fax Number m swm a Date (TO

Number of pages (including this one)  r>-
Sent By _ SOSfrN)

In Reference "to Hfi 312=
Repiy Requested C J Yes No
Notes:

bijtFcaall W WTAAY(UXFtVTI"Wi (M a ~A A 7ichavio-

pillwW 4

IELw U /K™

yiAjAfl

a non-profit corporation with partial funding from the Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission



MAR- 6-00 MON 5:31PM FAX NO. 907 235 2357
Petition to support Public Broadcasting

We the undersigned respectfully request that the proposed $400,500 cut to
PuMic Broadcasting be reinstated into the Department of Administration Budget

NAME (please print) SIGNATURE ADDRESS PHONE
Qttfol M Dfgyu . C lsuxr Rcvur bus
a- Fekhc P<ORt* gr?*) How
CjArMJ p.Q>&0*Z.6SS
Po [3»y itQ
Po/uM /fk £ -r/u to Irv *35~"y
nff'J »0&uas?& 3as-59S./.
vferL tm W p : £33V
Po Sox 22LP) bbffler

P.O'"Apry 1AM \W K  tt-W iO CyJc



R- 6-00 MON 5:31 PM FAX NO, 907 235 2357 P03
Petition to supportPublic Broadcasting

W e the undersigned respectfully request that the proposed $400,500 cut to
Public Broadcasting be reinstated Into the Department of Administration Budget

e ?‘GWE $35- 7737,

|t Ip-/— 2
X
thISW%?( ‘ggﬁ \]g% |fC |

\>O£bur \r‘trvwc&/ aa’- 53|A

935-7

0

0
tannern%@(& % 235'- 7TM0«T
(ailm-e. S\/tXe fchrfz 575" A Tloy



P 4
. : . . FAX H) 907 235 2357 '
|\/m-6-00J10H|v|Ejsz STA ~ rish frnd P.01
$BVy 7 t I<E<' 7 7 o» K "o
/
/ /IE< cfcs.
"> L ¥
1?5;:\/;*”1 |”|
Ar.v
it o 307 235 27, Pl
JOE- £-00 MB 9:03 X
Petition to support Public Broadcasting
We the undersigned respectfully ruttueet that the proposed $400,500 cut to
Public Broadcasting bo reinstated into tfce Department of Administration Budget
NAVE (deesapirt) SIGNATURE ADDRESS PHONfi
. R /ISQM tfk O ti/: - = -—
TRhoiRL7 SP < ta ¢ tsififc *rA<  3*7.T *E£>'(oX€>
OO -Sjn Ki ISOAY |~r7\-"Ccc”t
SWka ("“rtstA_ fX&K IKIrL £<1837 feZThT
S K
, u t &= . -
% -+ Vi



MAR- 6-00 MON 5:32 PM FAX NO. 907 235 2357 P. 5

N oA N IR

Petition to supportPublic Broadcasting

We the undersigned respectfully request thatthe proposed $400,500 cutto
Public Broadcasting be reinstated Into the Department of Administration Budget

NAME (please print) SIGNATURE ADDRESS PHONE
l0f
e<\ land f to Box. (3R KcweP 235 -2 ¢ 9
yHpri Tctklal/rgk  jyld~X NN9</o /< { I, p. A35--r2AT7-
% r>\..V ac. P° 4$~~ SgUtrfila 30 - 57<?s
I-frolw *Q Pd>$£hr 5'<H 5
feAiuoo VkroufV > -7 4 A
Ik ffA ~czl 12k
sTim C m ttz. O ft-sy& S
/IBarL - to X & T K iilktelL
4\ iLuvi ' 5§ -*77ft9
tSapji& AdkL AQANJ2MH o (Y 1?7(4rt
<B>pATTr W« Eifric
Gxtifcrth-/|4C&rHrf.._L ftQ /Sox
<32.?7 1 AVvxv-
LVA-\ BrrA Po& *y> Nb c A
P-o0
Mlgnrefd F<et b [fo t&n z s f/ A Z's<”u>otP
OArLQcMr"?ac\VAr\ L eu : hnofigr 25.<- i?-nn
W Qrs$
IXM . *H-fare . f ; A
Prg>* NNANG 28S ~ 7 A6
"Sy/fe. * ISy Zq  £pjvU- ). Ga..y
17%e* trf( uor-M~
-ticafctS.,f
VuL A emr 115~-7<,1¢>
*> />0 10 i30y.3ag>i vfa®
t& gy )6& W Im JA-T-7-5n8
Lorarl acyViT ftekJro L
777 [c/N0 L 20, ! 757 4
£50-A*f4)*] &s»U A* £ 7 N tg
UhzhL '

yw -



MAR-04-00 SAT 03:21 PII  HOMER LIO FAX NO. 11 P. 01

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the A Nnoe

comm ittee name

com m ittee on b*A(O <&fm tdate(] .o

bill/subject

4

N

3~ fanr - . 1M sZ. OJLk

yUV’\<I’ s "L a,yzsLyJdhr ~

g trfd s~ AUAA py-E L , A o0 - AMJU "Mt-

AU JJisn WX~ pH.

JU py JA 1IMJ Lay JfxiLlsk- & yJrtk ~ cJ”™rp)t-
a Jbndy”

Signed: Qrriritiy, t4~-
Testier

Representing (Optional)
fAbZr* DM -c\l

Address
X3SA17'- Post-H* Fax Note 7671 pair S/i[./CO pxe
Ptior.e No. To //krvche Ptsyirist As. from HtrrAxsx. ™~ 1 O
CoJOepl. CO.
JAG t-t7ilttM f Miormmton Office Phone # Phone* 1717 g

raxt ' 5~UI1?2> Faxt



Mt-04-00 SAT 02:31 PH HOHER L10 Na 11 P’

Alaska State Legislature

'Hfe N

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

comm ittee name

A tmrch

bin/subject

W&l liUe. -fa iM 2 +0 'lo/Yyid'Vr Wu

C~fe- ycr p-utaUo rcuiic>/3f *> ceees N VW4 CovAmtuMfte?
CEf o life, W« - f-o-tfo a-KicK tocridl fl6 Uuell (x* ffo Ilotifel
T T O A O W i, I T e O R I B S N B N IR S o i
li-fo fY vf '® “orv-prju Vyf K*ac”abfe.. T ke or, fW f ap€s
fe-thcnA Y 0 a cr onv* ofW of plnuMcoj freM/Actff T f
VHrAu \n tve«* toa®.Vtewc do hof tdh public radio.

fCl 4 -so IMviwf*fc-un®L-Vhtd' ffc <fw”k> ocmfriox,
6t4f n ¢, OVO" Ofo 00. -foxw -4W-" crjr>ral) fojrtA ifnafoK.- fof-fK ¢/

M V ~iio < W w : fp
.Tntnaj far cr. YW Koctaumi-.Tnat J- T
66,000, - MT <™ A A Mn, k*rt> &(W«* 0 f]" J I
IV C'.oa Wieb.Tacrrue--Vf« W ajt of fife, WcuU, tc

I 'AvV @O rectllh T -lo (W,,<*<r teolAA -HO* '

10 H tvuf ff* Luim ait- piubt/ 'a r ~ 0 ANlife ., taaoU

-fiar*r*Vi mA\XmEMAfecm N vy f " f fa ‘inrvprc? ipn®re. frxx™ S - ‘irvocrrva

n Signed: - 121 ka. LN N ToE: 1 e ——

f 1 _TTNW Comvryiew Tkttt r«4

mf ?-f§ Representing (Optional) | .

JREaE _SEfLD

ADRN g TN A PeMW a<SBolv- 4o-fW t\f- if doearrf

N T R T R R o il L manQ0, R R I T O I T | T

f~°*3 Ar fo TP '‘&Ncloe- W att”



MAR-04-2000 12:19 PSG LIO P .01
1\Ke UW JU

Dear Finance Committee Co-Chairs Mulder and Therriault,

Hello. My name is Joe Stratman. |serve on the board of directors of
Narrows roadcastlngI Corporation, the license holder of KFSK public
radio In Petersburg. 1urge you not to cut funding of public radio In
this year’s budget.

Petersburg is a rural community, and many of its residents work
seasonally in the fishing industry. For many residents of central
Southeast Alaska, KFSK'is simply the only source of vital news and
information. KFSKis a member of the Emergency Alert System,
formally known as the Emergency Broadcast System. KFSKregularly
broadcasts the local and marine weather, bxw ich many residents
plan their workday. This community and the outlying areas rely
solely on KFSK for prowdm% local news and messages and for airing
important public events. The airwaves are open to all as KFSK

rovides production assistance to those wishing to air their views.

SK keeps us connected to the rest of the state and nation by

providing programming from APRN and NPR.

A couple of years ago, the State of Alaska mandated regionalization
and streamlining in public radio. KFSKand the other stations in
Southeast responded by being the first to answer this call, and _
CoastAlaska regional radio organization was formed. Now bookkeeping
and other administrative services have been centralized. KFSKhas
learned to do more with less, over and over again. 1implore you to
notait fundln(f} to public radio. We in rural Alaska can't live without
it. Thank you for your time.

Joseph P. Stratman

P.O. Box 1736

Petershurg, Alaska 99833
907-772-2321

TGTAL P .01
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DATE: 03/04/2000

TO: STATE OF ALASKA, HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE
FROM: ANN M. YADON
RE: FUNDING FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING - RESTORATION

lask that you restore all funding for public broadcasting, to include funding for state

grants for public radio stations.

Throughout my graduate studies in Intamational Relations and Political Science, a
recurrenttheme was thatdemocracies which provide thu meane of communications to
their populace remain healthy. Those democracies which do notprovide means of
communications, for purposes ranging from emergency warning to education, to those
whom they serve, do not survive. In Alaska, the major means ofcommunications,
particularly in ruraland bush communities, is public broadcasting, mostespecially the

local-access public radio stations. W ithout funding these, you endanger our state and

our nation.

As a concrete example, may loffer my own situation. | live 5 miles north of
Talkeetna In a semi-remote, off-the-road-system setting. lcannotget TV reception, my
phone Isnotreliable, internet access Is available only in the town of Talkeetna, and radio
reception ofany station other than our local station is unreliable. The local station,
KTNA, provides dally message services for people who live beyond the reach of the
telephone system , itprovides acoess to the Emergency Alert System (EAS), and
provides time-sensitive local, state, national, and International news. Additionally It
provides other unigue services as a directresult of Its local-access operations which

would not he available from stations broadcasting from the large population centers of

our state.

These services are essential to keep communications flowing between the
governmentand Its people and to keep the people well-informed, well-educated, and

involved In their government. Therefore, lask you to notonly restore funding for public

broadcasting, butto consider allocating additional funds to it.

Ann M. Yadon
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Date:  03/04/2000

To: Members, Alaska State House Finance Committee

From: F. E. Yadon, P.0. Box 1022, Talkeetna, Ak 99676

lurge you as members ofthe Alaska State House Finance Commi ttee to restore all state funding for
public broadcasting, most particularly state grants for public radio statios,

Our state 3 rural, local-access public radio stations provide emergency and warning services, news,
and other local services not available from commercial broadcasting, the intemet, or even public
broadcasting from the large population centers of our state.

Our local station, KTNA, based in Talkeetna provides essential services to rural residents in the upper
Susitna Valley, including a dailymessage service for people who livebeyond the reach of the
telephone system, access to the Emergency Alert System (EAS), and current local, state, and national
news. For many residents this station has the only reliable radio reception in the area. Because itis
locally based, italso provides unique services, For example, on a winter day 2 years ago, the station
coordinated the community-wide search foramissing residentwho suffers from Alzheimer®s disease.
Very essential services such as this are not available from any other source.

Once again, lurge you to restore state funding for public broadcasting.

Sincerely,

Frank E. Yadon
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House Finance Committee
Representative Mulder
Representative TheniauH

CC: Representatives Bunde, Austcrmun, Davis, Foster, Phillips, Williams, Davies, Grussendorf, and Moses
RE: Operating Budget

Funding for public broadcasting is cost effective. lam writing to express my concern over the proposed cut
in funding to public broadcasting in the state budget. We arc ail proud to live in this great state and due to
itssize many of us cannot afford to travel throughout this state.

Through the funding of public broadcasting, citizens are able to "'speak” With each other on a statewide
besis. Concerns ana issues that face communities in Southeast will be of concern to those on the North
Slope. Itis through public broadcasting that 1 leam about other regions. 1 live in rural Alaska and have no
other source available tome to keep informed on various issues throughout the st'ite.

Municipal forums in rural areas would not be available to local citizens without public radio. Those that
have spent any lime in rural areas know that coverage of local city Council meeting-, local school board
meetings, and various other meetings isonly provided by public radio.

Through these issues alone the funding of public broadcasting from the state Is essential for these efforts to
continue. The state has a responsibility to keep the public informed and to keep the lines of communication
open among and between citizens. Funding For public broadcasting isessential for this service to be
provided in rural Alaska.

Please vote to support a restoration of public broadcast funds. The service is cost effective.

Tom Abbott
P.0. Box 1617
Petershurg, A K
99833

TOTAL P .02
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March 4,2000

House Finance
Representative Mulder
Representative Therriault

As amember and firm believer in Public Radio and KFSK-Petersburg, |
urge you to continue funding Public Radio without any of the proposed cuts
and to continue to secure a functional budget for the future.

As one ofthe few remaining non-television viewers on news, | listen to
Public Radio for all of my informational news and entertainment. Lets keep
Public Radio and viable sources of information for folks like myself, those
in the bush and remote locations and the general public.

Suzanne M. Hebert

P. 0. Box 1536
Petersburg, AK 99833
907-772-4112
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I'm a journalist & came to AK in 1946. Our public radio is important to us who r(o not
have a local paper for our local news. We also listen to AK 1 & KTOO a great deal.
There slogan, If PBS doesn't do it, who will." | especially like ConterSpin which says,
"what was not in the Mainline News this week." | like Week in Review, Wall Street
Week & McGlauphin Group, & the Weather Station. These all add to our quality of life

for us Seniors. Please do not cut them.

£oy /OS!

ferziLsguet*ia*-

-772--q9gs/£
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committee name
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Pleuse keep fully fundin%public radio, as it is our only information link to the rest of the
country, state, and local Southeast Alaska towns. Cufs in funding to public radio would
devastate us, cuusing the possible loss of our public radio station, KCAW from Silka.

Our only Bhysica_l link to the outside is oncc-a-wcck mail service at this time. We depend
on the public radio station for our weather, news, and entertainment, as_not all of us have
or want television. Importantly, it is part of our local emergent y planning notification.

We need your support to keep our vital link of up-to-date information flowing into the
ears of our small community.

Why docs the state feel it needs to spend more than 4 million dollars to promote large-
scale tourism when our public services are being sacrificed?

Thank you for giving me the chance to let you all know how crucial this bad funding cut
is for our community of Port Alexander.

Signed:
Turner N

Representing (Optional)

y £ AN \ IVtA it cioj)

Address
*5A0 ~ 22-1Q

Phone No.

9/6B Legislative Information Office
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Wayne Parks
Kupreanof, AK

Representative Muidcr,

Being a resident of the City of Kupreanofand City Council member, 1 would like to
voice my opposition to the proposed cuts to Public Boadcasting in House Bill 312.

Public Radio is very important to us as citizens of outlying ¢ nunities. We tend to rely
on it for weather, news, messages, and of coarse entertainment. Please reconsider any
cuts. Actually an increase would do the citizens of Alaska more good. Thank you.

Wayne Parks

TOTAL P .01
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Testimony ofDavid Beebe , |/layor City of Kupreanof, on Cuts to Public Radio

lwas listening to the radio the other night when 1 learned the state legislature intended to cut 400,000
dollars from the funding of public radio throughout Alaska. This would be a crippling cut And the fact is,
our public radio isnot a frivolous commodity we simply leam to live without when times get tough. Our
local public radio is the primary source of news and information for aimost every community in Southeast
If the informed citizen is the cornerstone of democracy, itwould seem our legislators fail to grasp the
gravity of their actions,

It"s worthwhi le to reconsider the circumstances of rural residents In Southeast Alaska. Which is to say, this
isan archipelagowe live in, A cluster of islands a few hundred miles long, on the edge of the NorJi Pacific.
Itisnot known for its accessibility or good weather and consequently, is sparsely populated. Nevertheless,
there 3over 25 tiny communities that call this place home and public radio isvial to their Jives. Itprovides
essential services such as messages to those without phones, official emergency broadcasts, and daily up to
the minute news. Ithelps to fill the gaps of weather broadcasts vital to the fishing flect, itprovides music
and entertainment and educational programs often hosted by volunteers from our communities.

Our legislators are severely mistaken ifthey think wc can simply tum to another spot on our radio dial, or
channel surfthe tube tomake up for the losses resulting from their cuts to public radio. Inmany cases,
there are no existing altematives. W e Te not going to have an opportunity to speak by telephone in public
forums with our Governor or Representatives in State Legislature on issues that directly affect us. Public
radio saves the time and expenses necessary to travel to these forums to have our voices heard. At a time
when apathy isrunning rampant in the United States, itgives residents of remote communities the ability
participate directly in our local, regional and state institutions of democracy -

Public Radio isabout community participation. Local, personal contributions of talent and time, money end
energy, and that is the vital glue that holds our communities together. W e are ata time when the public
alrwaves are being dominated by privately held media conglomerates which put commercial interests ahead
of the public interest Local public radio is the lastexample of public ownership in the public airwaves.
Please do not cripple such a vital aspect of life in Southeast Alaska.

Sincerely, David Beebe
P.0.Box 148
Petersoufy,
AK 99833 (907)772-3357

TOTAL P .01
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Martha | Falk
P.0. Box 304
Barrow, Alaska 99723

Testimony Houae Finance Committee -Public Broadcastin 3/4/00Q

Hello, first of all would like to greet all of you on the House Finance Comm ittee.
It brings fond memories of the years that | was there with Rep. Eileen Maclean.
l'know thatyou have a difficulttask ahead of each ofyou as you tryto decide

where to cutthe budget this Legislative Session.

lam testifying today as a Board Member of KBRW , In opposition to the budget
cuts for Public Broadcasting in the amountof $400,500.00.

' know that all ofyou are well aware ofthe Importance of Public Broadcasting in
rural Alaska. Itis a vital lifeline of com munication In many aspects of everyday

living throughoutour villages.

Due to Public Broadcasting we are made aware of, local, state and national
news. The diversity of our broadcasting programs are also a means of keeping

us unified here on the North Slcpe through community involvement.

Every aspect of life is touched through our Public Broadcasting, secular, cultural

and spiritual.

lwould urge each of you on the House Finance Committee to remember the
basic right of citizens of the State of Ak &

United States ,our right to be Informed, and to have a voice. Our means of
being informed and involved has been greatly enhanced through Public

Broadcasting in ruralAlaska. Please do nottake thatrightaway.
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Alice R. Neakok
P.O.Box 27
Barrow, Alaska 99723

HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE TESTIMONY - PUBLICE BROADCASTING

Hello House Finance committee members at this afternoon public hearing on budget here
at the LegHative Information Office on the third floor of the Court Building in Barrow,

Alaska.

My name is Alice R. Neakok. | amaKBRW, the radio station Board Member, supporter
and listener.

In my testimony | have come to ask and plead with you to please continue including
Public Broadcasting funding for FY 2001 in your budget.

For all the reasons as follow: We, the people on the North Slgpccare a great deal for our
very vital lifeline radio station KBRW. The Legislature once agaian need to listen to us.
KBRW, the radio station that serves our communities with news, information and
entertainment in our remote areas.

Here in Barrow community, the KBRW keeps us informed about the weather report,
especially about the snow storm below chill factor weather conditions. It gives us the
public safety report about road conditions so we can make it to work. Especially listen
for school buses can be able to ick up or school children.

Also, it is Whaling season time coming up, the weather report is a very important
component of the Whaling season as well as our inland camping seasons.

So this $400,500.00 cut will he hurtful to our hearts as well as our vital wellbeing in our
remote areas especially on the North Slope. Please do the right thing in the new
mellinium year that do not cut our funding for Public Broadcasting.

| am sorry to say my heart is already hurting so | wan. :0say: You as the whole
Legislature body needs to continue secure and to continue to safe guard our State of
Alaska’s share of public broadcasting funding.

Lastly, I want to thank House Finance Committee to hear me with your patience and
compassion.

Tkank You Very Much.

Alice R. Neakok
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zer, P.O. Box 6001, Sitka AK 99835

The Honorable Eldon Mulder _
Alaska State House of Representatives
Juneau, Alaska

Fax. 465.3518

Funding cuts for Public Broadcasting

Dear Mr. Mulder,

| am outr_aqed that the House Finance Committee voted to cut a
substantial amount in state funding for public broadcasting. _
Funding levels for public radio stations have already been cut in

recent years.

Further reductions threaten the existence of the extremely
important service and will waste the opportunity for a far
greater amount of federal funding,

Alaska's public radio system connects rural communities and keeps
them in touch with the world. Nothing can replace that.

Per capita contributions for the public radio station in Sitka is
already the highest in the nation. The state wide information
highway should be funded like any other highway.

Please don't cut funding!
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Transcript of testimony to state House Finance Committee by William De Armond,
presented by teleconference 4 March 2000. My residence is at 419C Lincoln Street
(Mail: P.O. Box 6044), Sitka, AK, 99835, telephone (907) 966-2367 home, (907) 966-
2304 work, (907) 966-2305 fax, e-mail: southcastcrsitka@alaska.com

| have been an employee of community radio station KCAW, Raven Radio, here in the
past, but am no longer; that is, my paycheck doesn’t depend on public radio and | have no
financial interest in this matter. 1do have a great personal interest as a listener who

depends on public radio fornews and information.


mailto:southcastcrsitka@alaska.com
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THERE ARE A LOT OF DIVISIONS IN ALASKAN SOCIETY
THESE DAYS - BETWEEN URBAN AND RURAL, WHITE AND
NATIVE, SUBSISTENCE AND SPORT/COMMERCIAL,
ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT, TOURISTS AND LOCALS,
TO NAME JUST A FEW AREAS, AND THE SPLITS ARE
GROWING DEEPER AND WIDER. PUBLIC RADIO IS ONE OF
THE VERY FEW INSTITUTIONS THAT BRIDGES THOSE GAPS
HOLDS THE FABRIC OF ALASKAN SOCIETY TOGETHER, DRAWS
PEOPLE TOWARD ONE ANOTHER RATHER THAN DRIVES THEM
APART. THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE EXPLOITING THOSE
DIVISIONS AMONG THE PEOPLE OF QUR STATE FOR THEIR
OWN SHAMEFUL ENDS. TRYING TO CREATE A FURTHER
SPLIT BY ATTEMPTING TO PIT THE NEEDS OF PUBLIC
RADIO AGAINST THE NEEDS OF OTHER ALASKANS IS
CONTEMPTIBLE. DON'T FALL FOR IT, DON'T LET IT
HAPPEN. DON'T CUT STATE SPENDING FURTHER, BUT
INCREASE IT. PUBLIC RADIO IS CHEAP AT THE PRESENT
PRICE FOR THE PEOPLE OF ALASKA. IT WOULD STILL BE

CHEAP AT MANY TIMES THE CURRENT LEVEL OF STATE

SUPPORT.
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Public bioadcpsting(radio and television) is a lifeline for tens o fthousands o f Alaskans. It
connects us to the world of information and ideas and acts as a source of continuing education.
Public broadcasting is the heart which conveys the flow of vital information, the bloodline linking
the state and the state with the world.

Rural Alaskans are unable to obtain this quality and level of information by any other
means. Alaskans would be unable to keep up with the information age without public
broadcasting remaining financially viable.

After suffering drastic reductions for the past 14 years, public broadcasting is absolutely
bare bones, lean and streamline. Further cuts threaten its very existence, and will cause us to lose
this vital link.

Permanently remove public broadcasting from your chopping block. Streamline at the top
of State bureaucracy, i.e. the thick layers of administrators. Recognize the absolutely essential
service that public broadcasting provides ALL Alaskans by enriching our minds and lives. DO
NOT cut funding any further and send us back to the dark ages. Keep us growing, keep us
linked, keep our heart healthy and bringing us a steady flow o f information.

Thank you for considering my input in your decision making.

2301 Halibut Pt. Rd
Sitka, AK 99835
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the TA*I/Y~jtnc
| Jr committee name

committee on dated
S&li/subject
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the Ce  pxUao?t
committee name
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bili/subject
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A laska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name
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Norcoast Marine Surveyors 907-747-5394 3/3/00 0 6:41PM QWU

JIMSTEFFEN, AmMs-sams

Member ABYC, NFPA, IAMI

P. O. Box 936, Sitka, Alaska 99835
Phone 907-747-5394
Fax 907-747-6394
Mobile 907-738-6394
norcoast@ ptlalaska.net

Condition / Valuation and Damage Surveys <« Consulting » Audiogauge and Moisture Testing

Rep. Eldon Mulder 3/3/00

As afounder of the Raven Radio Foundatjon, KCAW community FMin S|tka 0in others who arestro
community radio in Alaska In wishin ress our extreme f Jon with your Intention'to

ers of toe
Iaygvere bucget cuts on the APBC, and consequer% stations,

Infact, 1 personally cannot fathom your reasoning, unless  you havea rsonal bias against the network of
stations n“ake)lljpthe askasysyt%m And If nﬂwat c&se X &

Twoni htsa oI icl macall mshowon KCAWthaIde tW|th |tkas munlcwaJ vvaste crisis, This
e B e L Bl e
IP% V\}ﬂIC r?Sé‘% t%e ﬁeu t| a eadgferrmtlnt@f) tmﬁocgg
o this ude you are tlve |se ranc our 00
a at rre orrrarlne n |o cormera 0|n small
nities. And for a bu tgetsavmgso somethin around K You apparently have no Idea

-

tnckledovm effectofthlsm uld k8. It is time to REWARD the entities that have éndured cuts, redJced
costs and maintained services.
| ho hears fro r e r ommun 0 statio
r%eaf)genow Ouhhﬁ e ou to rd aglljn s{%tka{ﬂsn&e\@) eSnt(l: stretlc adl megsd%? lars
tnat public broao n&/ Andlfyousho fina one, ' WANT OKNOWVVHICH ITIS
Respectfully yours,
Jim

effen
Member, Raven Radio Board of Directors
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Robert D Jacobs
117 Granite Creek Rd.

Sitka, Ak 99835
(907)747-8533
(907)747-7286 fax
kballard@ ptiala-ska.net

Dew Representative Mulder:

Once again the Xearly ideological battle disguised as a budget matter is joined re%ardin funding
for public radio. Listener support, in the form of financial contributions is already higher here in
Alaska than everywhere else in the nation. This in itself demonstrates the importance of continued
funding for non-commercial media in Alaska. The amount of money saved by this ill-considered
measure is chicken feed compared to the benefits conferred upon your constituency by the
presence ofa national media outlet not beholden to the influence of your local commercial media.
Should these cuts come to pass, this same constituency will most definitely remember the guilty
parties responsible when election time rolls around. Do the right thing. Don’t stifle this media
outlet in the name of petty cost-cutting. Public radio and television are irreplaceable. You sir, are

not.

Sincerely,

Robert Jacobs


mailto:kballard@ptiala-ska.net
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the . H w s g m iiw i/s r
PO moitter namoe
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P etition to support Public Broadcasting

We the undersigned respectfully request that the proposed 5400,500 cut to
Public Broadcasting be reinstated Into the Department of Administration Budget
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Petition to support Public Broadcasting

We the undersigned respectfully request that the proposed $400,500 cut to
Public Broadcasting be reinstated into the Department of Administration Budget

NAME (mp’ir[) SIGNATURE ADDRESS PHONE
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House Finance
committee name

committee on Budget m i dated Ath> 2000

bill # / subject
| WOUD LIRE TO STATE, FIRST, \[ | CONSIDER PUBLIC BROADCASTING TO BE NOT A

LUXURY CR AN AMENITY, BUT A VITAL PUBLIC SERVICE. FUNDING FOR THIS SERVICE HAS ALREADY
BEEN CUT DRASTICALLY, AND | URGE YOU TO CONTINUE TO FUND IT AT A LEVEL OF +2 LEAST THE
SAMVE AS IN THIS YEAR'S BUDGET.

LIKE MOST ALASKANS, | VOTED "NO” LAST SEPTEVBER, BECAUSE | FELT TEAT THE PLAN VE
WERE BEING ASKED TO BNDORSE WAS POORLY THOUGHT OUT. | HAVE LIVED I\\I ALASKA SINCE 1957,
AND WHEN THE INCOMVE TAX WAS REPEALED BY THE LEGISLATURE | AGREED WITH JAY HAVMOND THAT
THAT WAS A MISTAKE. | WOUD STRONGLY SUPPORT A FAIR, GRADUATED STATE INCOME TAX TO RUND
NEEDED STATE SERVICES, AND | BELIEVE THAT OTHER ALASKANS, WHEN THE NEED FOR IT BECOVES
OBVIOUS, WOUD GO ALONG WITH THIS. IN ADDITION, | BELIEVE THAT THE OIL INDUSTRY HAS NOT
BEEN PAYING ITS FAIR SHARE OF TAXES IN QUR STATE SINCE THEY WHRE ABLE TO GET THE METHOD
USED'TO DETERMINE THE FCRMUA BY WHICH THEIR TAXES ARE CALCULATED CHANGED, NEARLY 20 YEARS
AGO, GIVING THEM AN UNFAER ADVANTAGE OVER OTHER BUSINESSES OPERATING TN OUR STATE.

| URGE THAT YQU KEEP AN OPEN MIND, AND ACT IN THE INTEREST OF ALL ALASKANS, AND
TO HAVE THE OOURSCE TO DO WHAT IS REIGHT DESPITE ANY OBJECTIONS FROM THOSE WHOSE ONLY
PRIORITY IS TO CONTINUE TO RECEIVE THEIR "SACRED" UNEARNED PERVIANENT FUND DIVIDEND EVERY
YEAR, AND NOT TO HAVE TO PAY ANY INCOVE OR SALES TAXES TO THE STATE. WE SHOUD AND MUST

ALL PAY OR FAIR SHARE

Signed
Testifier
Representing (Optional) P #
7 12 M | % fii-MKti U |l
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the _ B w Sg m |A n |r'Jr
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Potition to support Public Broadcasting

We the undersigned respectfully request that the proposed $400,500 cut to
Public Broadcasting be reinstated Into the Department of Administration Budget

NAME (please print) S al ADDRESS PHONE
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Petition to support Public Broadcasting *
We the undersigned respectfully request that the proposed $400,500 cut to
Public Broadcasting be reinstated Into the Department of Administration Budget
NAME (pteB36 print) SIGNATURE ADDRESS PHONE
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P etition to support Public Broadcasting

We the undersigned respectfully request that the proposed $400,500.00 cut to
Public Broadcasting be reinstated inthe Department of Administration Budget
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Petition to support Public Broadcasting

FAXNO 1 P. 05

We the undersigned respectfully request that the proposed $400,500 cut to
Public Broadcasting be reinstated into the Department of Administration Budget
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Petition to support Public Broadcasting

FAXNO 11 P. 06

W e the undersigned respectfully request thatthe proposed $400,500.00 cut to

Public Broadcasting be reinstated In the Department of Administration Budget
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i
Petition to support Public Broadcasting

W e the undprsigned respectfully request that the proposed $400,500 cut to
Public Broadcasting be reinstated into the Department of Administration Budget
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Box 869
Homer, Alaska 99603
March 3, 2000

Representative Eldon Mulder
State House
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Mulder;

| will not be able to attend the teleconference scheduled for tomorrow, so Iam writing
this letter is to ask you to please support full funding for public radio In the Finance
Committee. The benefits of public radio have been enumerated many times in the
past. Public radio enjoys wide support amonthhe citizens of the state and this support
crosses party lines. The cuts proposed are likely to devastate a system that has
already absorbed more than Its fair share of cuts in past years. Shouldn'’t downsizing
and efficiency be rewarded? Thatis what the Fublic radio system has done to
maintain the level of service It provides with half the state funds it used to have.

Please support restoring the proposed cuts, and fully fund the public radio budget.
Thank you for your consideration.
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Dear Rep. Hudson and Rep. Kerttula March 2, 2000
cc: All members of the House Finance Committee

WE STRONGLY SUPPORT PUBLIC BROADCASTING. CUTTING THE BUDGET FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING
WOULD CRIPPLE A VALUABLE PUBLIC ASSET.;

We are very much against the current plan in the House Finance Committee to cut yet
more funds from Public Broadcasting. We know that there are a number of people in the
Legislature who have that as one of THEIR agenda items. We think they are wrong.

The Public Broadcasting station we know most about is KTOO-FM in Juneau, Alaska. P " do
not own a TV and, hence, do not watch TV at all.) For 26 years, KTOO has been an
integral part of the community life Juneau.

Plain ond simple, commercial radio stations are in it for the money. Public service?
Only if it brings listeners, which bring advertising dollars Cor if laws require public
service). We find almost nothing on any of the commercial station WE want to listen to.

As for Public Radio stations? The name says it all, they are public. They belong to and
serve the public, not some owner out of Alaska.

There is a synergy between KTOO and non-profit community focused organizations in
Juneau that enhances both. From what we have seen of other communities in Alaska, this
is a universal trait. Public radio stations are COMMUNITY stations; they are a focus
for the best in community spirit. For the small amount of money public radio costs, the
public benefits are massive. Non-profits usually do what they do on a shoestring
budget, and they do things governments can’'t or won't, but that s till are good to do.
Would commercial, station go out of they way to help promote non-profit community
activities? For a buck maybe, but KTOO helps as part of its mission. KTOO provides a
breadth of music and other programming that no commercial station would attempt. This
breadth gives depth to Juneau that would disappear with further impairment due to lack

of funding.

If we have to cut the budget, Public Broadcasting is the wrong place to do it. With the
help of Public Broadcasting, non-profits can get the word out and improve their
communities. Without public radio, more than just public radio would suffer.

We know the litany "We don’'t hove the money, we don’'t have the money, to which we
say, “bull.” We have the money to spend on the things that benefit Alaskans. Public
Broadcasting is too valuable to Alaskan's to kill, under whatever guise; and, most

certainly some stations would die or be so impaired that they’'d decide to shut down.

You know that Senator Ted Stevens strongly supports Public Broadcasting in Alaska.

Michael Sakarias & Family
7943 N Douglas Hwy
Juneau AK 99801

586-4422

PS: We were not asked, hut the reason WE voted against the Legislature’s PFf measure
last Fall was NOT because we're against using some of the PFD to pay for government. We
feel we should ALSO use other sources, also. In other words: PFD and TAXES, both.

We do not make a lot of money, but do not mind paying taxes because of the good it
contributes to. We do NOT understand all those people who earn so much more than we do,
but would rather not pay any taxes. We have enough money. Some people NEVER have enough

money, no matter how rich they are.



Katherine G. Jacobs

Box 920

Sitka, Alaska
99835

Phone 907-747-8533
Fax 907-747-7286

March 3,2000

To: Rep. Eldon Mulder

Public radio in Alaska is QSljust entertainment for the masses. Public radio is vital information for
the people of Alaska. It is news of tire world and local affairs when you are out on the fishin
grounds. The only source of news in small towns across Alaska. It is the only source of weather
Information for those who live in “the bush™ and for those same people their only source of music,
and other entertainment. In fact for some, their only formof contact with what is happening in the
world. Public radio is the only way of getting messages to those same outlying bush people.

The Legislatures plan to slash funding for public radio will seriously hurt the people of Alaska.
Our government Is supposed to help and protect the people it serves. Cutting funding for public
radio would hurt and endanger a large portion of Alaska’s people. Please consider the people you
serve before cutting the funding to this vital service in our lives.

Sincerely
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Sally Smith
1 March 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

Alaska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

RE: KTOO/Public Broadcasting

Dear Eldon:;

First of all—hi, and how are you”? Now, on to business--my unshaken belief that
funding for Public Broadcasting and KTOO should be maintained. Asyou know,
information and dialogue keep people involved; they are the DNA of creative thinking.

Because of its focus, public radio is an investment in the well-being of our state.
Commercial radio is an investment for advertising businesses. Both are important;
both have a place; but the missions (read that "profits”), are vitally different.

Coast Alaska, the product of creative thought, is a cost-effective network of SE radio
stations that share not only state and regional information to raise the level of public
awareness, but encourage involvement and a sense of community. By pooling their
resources Coast Alaska has reduced operating costs for each member station, but
KTOO, as the urban hub of this network, is crucial to its strength and continuance.

Supporters have worked hard to counter the annual reductions in public funding, but
because they've met past challenges doesn't mean they can continue to do so.
Please support full funding of the APBC. Their work brings all Alaskans information

that educates.
Sincerely,

Sally Smith

2400 Douglas llwy., U9 « Juneau, AK 99801 ¢ (907) 364-2401
sjsmlith@ pllalaska.net
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March 1,2000

Rep. Carl Moses:

Alaska State Legislature

State Ca’thoI Building, Rm 500
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Carl Moses:

| understand that the House Finance Committee has a proposal from your subcommittee
to cut over 5400,000.00 dollar from public broadcasting,

Rural Alaska depends on public broadcasting, particularly the senior citizens who cannot
afford cable. Radio is of particular importance and is the only communication link that
many villages have to the rest of the State and the outside world.

When is the State Legislature going to realize that they are a body that has a

responsibility for the entire State and Rural Alaska cannot function without State funding.

Alaska is the wealthiest State in the union and richer than many countries in the world
and yet our politicians act like abunch of scrooges and are trying to cut off Rural Alaska
from sharing in the wealth that belongs to all of it’s ciiizens.

With crude oil up to $31.00 + per barrel, the fiscal gap that has been plaguing the
Ieglslalt_t#;g for the last few years will disappear very rapidly, so why the slash and cut
mentality’

Give Rural Alaska public broadcasting.

Chief Executive Officer

cc: file

Estate and Development Company

(9075 50M 276 * FAX (9&]72 SU1-1496

P.O. Box 149 « Unalmka

99681-0149

E1001
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Luda Konshin
PO Box 6433
Sitka, AK 99835
March 2, 2000

Rep. Eldon Mulder
House Finance Committee
Juneau, AK

Dear Sir

| am writing to you to share my feelings on the proposed budget cutsto public
broadcasting. As a member ot a small community and a volunteer at my local public
radio station, | know that the effect that these cuts would have upon our community alone
would be devastating. Alaska depends on public broadcasting for many reasons-
everything from marine weather forecasts that insure the safety of fishermen and boaters
to message services for people in other communities or those who do not have telephones
or telephone access. These reasons alone should be enough to justify funding this
|qurtant resource. Also, in smaller communities, public radio is the only tie to the
outside world. 1tis a source of information, news, and politics. Certainly your own
campaign efforts would be affected without this important medium.

Please do not interfere with a system that works so well for our communities and our
state as a whole. The repercussions would be tragic. A state cut would also mean large
losses of federal funding, and our small communities who need it most would feel the

fullest impact of your decisions.

Thank you for reading. I know that once you consider the consequences, you will make
the only decision there is that is in support of the people of Alaska. Do not cut funding to

public broadcasting.

.01
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Public broadcasting

I of |

Subject: Public broadcasting
Date: Tue, 29 Feb 2000 13:24:00 esT

From: BrtherDawn@aol.com
To: Representative_Eldon_Muld(.’r@legis.state.ak.us

Representative Mulder:

Public broadcasting is an essential component of my life in Southeast Alaska.
Through the fine programs of National Public Radio, Public Radio
International, and Alaska Public Radio Network, and the very fine news
programming produced by our local community radio station, KRBD, | am able to
and work in this fine, beautiful state and remain connected and w ell

live

informed on local, state, national, and international issues. Through the
fine work of Public Broadcasting and Alaska One TV, | am able to further my
understanding of complex issues, and become a well-informed participant in
the democratic process. Gavel-to-Gavel is a vital link to our legislature in

a state with significant transportation costs.

Beyond the life-enriching effects, public broadcasting has a significant

economic benefit for Alaska. Over $1 m illion dollars in federal grants comes
into our state through public broadcasting. Much of this money "stays
Inside"” in the form of wages to our dedicated staffs.

Another significant economic benefit is the ability for public broadcasting

to attract newcomers to our communities. My husband, a local pediatrician,
and |, a local pastor, are among the people who would not have considered
serving this community without the presence of strong public broadcasting.

I urge you to support the funding of public radi e and public television.

Sincerely,
The Reverend Ms. Dawn Allen-Herron

3/2/00 10:40 AM


mailto:BrtherDawn@aol.com
mailto:r@legis.state.ak.us
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Grate Peridre

P. 0. Box 243
Tilksstna, AK 99676

907-733-2354

March 2,2000

To: Representative* Eldon Mulderand Gone Therriault
Co-Chalr», Houaa Finance Committee

Re: Public BiMdcMiting
Deer Representatives Mulder end Therriault,

Iwould lke to tend you a bfymeeuge from a emailcommunity:
PIm m don't vote to slash funding for public broadoaetingl

Living In Talkeetna, our public radio station, KTNA la part of the lifeblood of the community.
State grants makeup aboutone third of ouroperating budget, and Ifthis were eliminated, |feel certain that
our radio station would be forced to go c'f the air. Even with local underwriters, and thousandsof volunteer
hours, we simply cannot afford the current programming and services without the critical state grants,

Talkeetna residents from aH walks of life, and with varying interests and philosophies, come together and
volunteercountless hours as newsreaders, broadcasters, disc Jockles, mechanical wizards, talk show
hosts, fund raisers, and news writers. Itis the one common ground where Tafceetna residents of all
persuasions can come together.

Where alee can residents of Talkeetna and vicinity receive loceJ news, announcements of school
closures, oricy road conditions? Where else can residentsof Talksetna learn of an emergency quickly?
(One New Year's Day, the local grocery store was burning, and a plea wentoutforpotluck food and diy
gloves forthe volunteer firefighters to replace the ones frozen by the 20 below degree weather.)Where
else can the residents of Talkeetna learn that a woman with Atzhefmers disease was lost, so that attempts
to find hercould be coordinated by the local radio station? Where else can residentsof Talkeetna receive
weerther forecasts specifically for this area, to critical Inthe winter? Wham else could the residents of
Talkeetna be alerted to a possible flood - extremely criticalto a town thatIs In the flood plain ofthree rrajor
rivers? \Miere else can local roektents without telephone service receive messages, locally called "Dinall
Eohoes” to learn of family emergencies, a change In the train service due to a derailment, or trail

conditions.

The effect* of the House proposal would be devastating to our public radio
station. Pistes don’t cut funding for public broadcasting!

Plea# don’t cut off the lifeblood of our community.

8lnoereiy,

Gkete Perkins
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Alaska State Legislature
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Melissa Sanford
SenatorjL. reenQtoais. tﬂteakUB Senatorjnm.Kollyfitegis.stite. HK.us;
Ll reenQlpdes s Jnm Kollyiteg

To
Sengto anr.a uncoln o is.slate.

Cc: Represeritative %%MVa stateak
RepresentatjvelB [Jiams Ie(ilsstate
Representat Nelt]?a te %sstgt(ee us
Representat|ve
Representative Ie s8tate ak us;
Re resentaﬁ ve Jo P [R ss te k

epresentat Phl

Re ressntatlve eussa e.akus;
Re resentatlverCon31 n e s taea< ub;
Represantative Gene The rlaut | s.stal
Representative El don‘MukJer reT% state akus Steven Rouse
[steven rouse e Hinl ﬁsa O

Sutycct: Funding for program

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

First, | would like to thank you for restoring the Made In Alaska funding a couple of
weak* ago. This is an important program and many of us want to see it continued.

| understand that the budget of this has been decreased by S5000. | am writing to
encourage .you to increase the budget ,.*ck from $25K to $30K....the Made In Alaska program
funding is already low and to cut it further endangers many of the services it provides.

The Made Jo Alaska program does manyeservices to promote Ai**k*n gpods, which is important
to a state that spends millions in getting tourists to chma to Alaska. Surely you can see
the value of having thoseei.ouri.st dollar* stay in the state....,.and the only way those .same
tourists will be educated to buy Alaskan products is through the education and support of
the Made In Alaska program., otherwise why would they buy Alaskan goods instead of over-
seas goods? Many tourists stop at my place of business and explain that they are
specifically looking for the Made in Alaska logo {available only.through the Had*.In
Alaska program) , Although I am a small business (3 full time employees) when you multiply
the effect this has on the HUNDREDS of Made Ip Alaska permit holders, there is a huge
domino effect that contributes to the livlihood of thousands of Alaskans.

| would also like to address Representative con Bund»’j» reference to Made Id Alaska permit
holders as "trinket people” and "small ornament people”. Not only were many of us
incensed at this Insult, it shows how truly clueless Representative Bunde ia about this.
This state should be proud of its artist and craftsmen that give us such a good reputation
for having ao much creative energy. Other states go out of their way tp promote and
expound on what great artists and craftsmen they have....and our artists and craftsment
are reduced to "trinket people"??? Also, | have listed below a HANDFUL of Made in Alaska
permit holders other than those involved with arts or crafts I would like to see
Representative Bunde call THEM trinket people to thelx face!?!

Examples of a small sarrple of Made In Alaska permit holders)
Teaoro
Alaska Petroleum Contractors
Greer Tank
Alaska Mill and Feod
Matanueka.Dairy
Kaladi Bros. Coffee
Alaska Brewery
Metal Fabricators
Aluminum boat manufacturer*
Camper Manufacturers
Mecal Fabricators
Furniture Manufacturers
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Fiahing products
over 30 Building and Construction companies

Clothing Manufacturers
video productions
Etc, etc, etc,

So you think that the Made In Alaska Program is just a handful of "trinket people"? These
same folks will remember what yoy do fof the Mad* In Alaaka program when election time
rolls around.

Please recognize the valuable asset the Made In Alaska program is to this state. Protect
the $50K in the General Fund and increase the Made In Alaska's authorization .for Program
Reciepts from S25K to 530K.

Thank you,
Melissa Sanford
Wilderness .Expressions
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Thistleberries
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All Members of the House Finance Committee;

| would like to say “Thank You” on behalf of myself and artisan friends who have been
proud sponsors ofthe Made In Alaska (MIA) program. Your vote of re-inserting the
$50,000 back into the budget to support the MilA program is greatly appreciated.

We artists, craftspeople and assorted artisans have come to realize, aswell as our loyal
visiting customers, the value of providing top quality authentic products made in Alaska
by Alaskans. As anartist, I do my best to make the visitor knowledgeable on the Made in
Alaska, the silver hands, and the Alaska grown logos. Explaining to them the importance
of these logos and the guarantee each logo brings to them. By purchasing a proauct with
any of these logos, assures them they have purchased a Made in Alaska product. They
are not some cheap replica that has been imported for quick sales. All too often | hear,
“We come to Alaska and want to purchase something made in Alaska, not something
from China. We can buy that at home ” | am not opEosed to all import trade and realize
the international composition of our customer base.” For those businesses that choose to
go this route with their products, that is their choice. But I feel that Alaska is deserving
of only a genuine representation and try to do this by representing that sentiment in my
products. Inmy place of business the tourist as well as the local customer prove to roe
that they support and respect my beliefs. Made in Alaska is so very important to them.

Thank You once again for your supporting votes concerning the MIA program. | look
forward to your continued supportof MIA.

Yours in Responsibility Promoting Alaska,

Ruth A. Holland
@ Thistleberries


mailto:thistldxnies@gci.net
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ACCESSORIES
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y TO: ALL MEMBERS, HOUSE FINANCE COMMITEE
-Mail: Tittkbig nt€2|gtL*et

RE: MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM

Speaking for myself, andlon behalf of many artisan friends who are proud
sponsors of the Made In Alaska (MIA) program, 1 would like to express
my gratitude for your vote in favor of re-inserting into your proposed
budget the $50,000 necessary for continued funding of the MIA program.

We as artists, era.tspeople and assorted artisans have come to realize,
as have our loyal visiting customers, the value of providing tbp quality
authentic products made in Alaska by Alaskans. Our products vary from
foodstuffs to the very best in craft and fine art. In this day and age
it is so easy and tempting to bow to the lure of importing cheapened
reproductions of Alaskan products or products that can be easily dis-
guised as "Alaskan™, soley for the higher profits that can be gleaned.
It is not that 1 and others are opposed to all import trade. Certainly
we recognize the international composition of our customer base. Some
businesses have opted for the imported goods market and we recognize
that as theilr perogative. But 1, and others, feel that Alaska is des-
erving of only a genuine representation and try our best to represent
that sentiment in our products. Certainly both our tourists and local
customers do so also and their education and preferences in this regard
do not go unoticed by us who deal with them on a regular basis in our

places of business.

In view of your recent vote 1 am both refreshed and hopeful that it is
a vote of confidence in the MIA program. who support MIA in our bus-
inesses take great pride in giving to our visitors a true taste of
Alaska and feel adamantly that our great State deserves only the best
of genuine representation. We trust that this vote of confidence por-
trays a like feeling on your part and 1, for one, am grateful and look

forward to your continued support of MIA.

Yours in Responsibly Promoting Alaska,

L ittle Bighorn Custom Knives
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All Members ofthe House Finance Committee;

I would like to say ‘Thank You” on behalf of myselfand artisan friends who have been
Eroud sponsors ofthe Made In Alaska (MIA) program. Your vote of re-inserting the
50,000 back into the budget to support the MIA program is greatly appreciated.

We artists, craftspeople and assorted artisans have come to realize, as well as our loyal
visiting customers, the value of providing top quality authentic products made in Alaska
by Alaskans. As anartist, I do my best to make the visitor knowledgeable on the Made in
Alaska, the silver hands, and the Alaska grown Io%os. Explaining to them the importance
of these logos and the guarantee each logo brings to them. By purchasing a product with
any of these logos, assures them they have purchased aMade in Alaska product. They
are not some cheap replica that has been imported for quick sales. All too often | hear,
“We come to Alaska and want to purchase something made in Alaska, not something
from China. We can buy that at home.” | am not opposed to all import trade and realize
the international composition of our customer base. For those businesses that choose to
go this route with their products, that is their choice. But I feel that Alaska is deserving
ofonly agenuine representation and try to do this by representing that sentiment in my
products. 1n my place of business the tourist as well as the local customer prove to me
that they support and respect my beliefs. Made in Alaska is so voy important to them.

Thank You once again for your supporting votes concerning the MIA program. I look
forward to your continued support of MIA.

Yours in Responsibility Promoting Alaska,

Ruth A. Holland
@Thistleberries
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RE: MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM

Speaking for;myself:and!on behalf of many artisan friends who are proud
sponsors of the Made In Alaska (MIA) program, 1 would like to express
my gratitude for your vote in favor of re-inBerting iInto your proposed
budget the $50,000 necessary for continued funding of the MIA program.

We as artists, craftspeople and assorted artisans have come to realize,
as have our loyal visiting customers, the value of providing tbp quality
authentic products made in Alaska by Alaskans. Our products vary from
foodstuffs to the very best in craft and fine art. In this day and age
it is so easy and tempting to bow to the lure of importing cheapened
reproductions of Alaskan products or products that can be easily dis-
guised as "Alaskan™, soley for the higher profits that can be gleaned.
It Is not that 1 and others are opposed to all import trade. Certainly
we recognize the international composition of our customer base. Some
businesses have opted for the imported goods market and we recognize
that as their perogative. But I, and others, feel that Alaska is des-
erving of only a genuine representation and try our best to represent
that sentiment in our products. Certainly both our tourists and local
customers do so also and their education and preferences in this regard
do not go unoticed by us who deal with them on a regular basis in our

places of business.

In view of your recent vote 1 am both refreshed and hopeful that it is
a vote of confidence in the MIA program. We who support MIA in our bus-
inesses take great pride in giving to our visitors a true taste of
Alaska and feel cn™.mantly that our great State deserves only the best
of genuine repre:- = tation. We trust that this vote of confidence por-
trays a like feel .ng on your part and 1, for one, am grateful and look

forward to your continued support of MIA.

Yours in Responsibly Promoting Alaska,

Little Bighorn Custom Knives



03/09/00 14.03 S 90?7 258 4225 MUK OX COOPERRT

‘OOMINGMAK”
MUSK OX PRODUCERS’ CO-OPERATIVE

604 H Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Q V (907) 272-9225
Name: All Members
Organization: House Finance Committee
Fax: 907) 465-6813
Phone: Phong]
From:; Musk Ox Producers' Co-Operative
Date: March 9, 2000
Subject: MADE IN ALASKA FUNDING
Pages: 1

Comments: We thank you for restoring the funding to the MADE IN ALASKA Program. This
program is important to ensure that visitors and local ”ustomere know what itens are made in
Alaska. Since it should be important to all of us that preference is given to Alaskans and itens
made in Alaska, ensuring that money spent in Alaska stayB in the State to the greatest possible

extent, such a program is crucial.

Sincerely

Sigrun C. Robertson

Executive Director

Musk Ox Producers’ Co-Operative

Hand knit Qiviut made by Native Alaskans

ACTICHANDKINTS- 100 QMUT
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From: The Buckle's To: House Finance Committee Date: 3/11/2000 Time: 6:1244 PM Page 1of 1

311112000

House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Juneau, Alaska
Via Fax

Deal- Folks:

Thank you for your supportin funding the Made in Alaska Program, This program

plays an importantrole in the Alaska economic picture,

As for Mr. Bunde’'s comments, referring to the membership o fthe Made in Alaska
program as being "trinket makers" , 1| am appalled by his insensitivity and ignorance
perhaps born o ftoo many years in academia and lack ofreal world experience. |f
the Anchorage Daily Hews, Tesoro Petroleum, Indian Valley Meats, Alaska Seafood
International, Superior Logs, DiFTanda Lingerie, Arctic Spas, Silver Lining Seafoods,
Alaska Petroleum Contractors, Alaska Mint, Alaska Canine Cookies, Cameron Birch
Works, Sunrise Bakery, Culfabco, Morris Communications, Alaska Candle Factory,
Apocolypse Design, Alaska Herb and Tea, Taco Loco, The KnotShop, and hundreds o f

other businesses are trinket makers by any stretch o f Imagination then perhaps it Is

time for Mr, Bunde to take up residence at API. | feel than Mr. Bunde owes his
neighbors an applogy......... and perhaps can learn to engage brain before puffing mouth
In motion.

Sincerely,

fs! Bishop T. Buckle
The KnotShop
He 31 Box S 163

W aSilla, Ak 99 C f¥



To AIl House Finance

Committee Members...

THANKYOWU

VERY MUCH!II

The Make ItAlaskan certification program
is essential to my business. Thank you for
securing funding for this program . Please
do everything you can to see that funding

continues for many yearsto com e.

C & CUnlimited
Jaslynn Casey / Owner

PO Box 873814

Wasilla, Alaska 99687
907-376-1033
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ToAllthe Membersofthe House Finance Committee:

Thankyou ALL verymuch for the continued funding o f the Made
In Alaskaprogram. It touchesmany, manypeople's livesaround
the state o f Alaska.

Penelope Cyr-Ldrenson
Wildlris Basket Designs
Kodiak Island, Alaska



FROM : AIRP

FaxX

Name:
Fax:
From:
Date:

Subject:
Pages:

Thank you so much for ycur work in restorin

FAX NO. : 520 <130 5920

House Finance Committee
Pleaseforward to each member

1/907/465-6813

LindaL. Hill, _
Alaska Wild River Productions, Inc.

907/338-1005

March 8,2000

Made in Alaska Funds
1

Mar. 08 2000 09:40AM

the $50,000 in general funds for MADE IN

ALASKA, We appreciate gour support in he?ping us identify our products as “genuine Alaskan”
e

when people shopping are

Thanks again!

ing so bombarded with imported items.

Pl



March 8, 2000 12:57 AM From: TOKLAT VIDEO PRODUCTIONS Fax#: (Q07) 262-8B3H Page 1of1

TO: ALL MEMBERS
HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE

March 7, 2000

Honorable Members of the House Finance Committee:

Thank you for restoring funding for the Made In Alaska program. This program not only
supports those Alaskans that make and sell Alaskan products, it also assures that visitors
to our wonderful state get the authentic items they seek. The Made In Alaska program
provides alevel of integrity found few other places in the world.

Special Note to Representative Con Bunde

Mr. Bunde, Alaska has some of the finest Artisans, Photographers, Carvers, Film Makers
and Crafts people found in the world. They are proud to be Alaskans and proud to
display the fact their products are Made In Alaska. Referring to us as “trinket people” is
not only an insult to us but to you. It demonstrates that you are ignorant and uniformed
ofthe people of Alaska and all Alaskans lose by having such uninformed persons
represent us. | am sure if the voters of your district know how uninformed you are, you
are currently serving your last and final term.

Again, a special thank you to all Honorable Members o f the House Finance Committee
who made this funding possible. 1f you wor'd continue to lend your support and
influence to the Made In Alaska program and see that the funding makes it through the
whole process - that would also be appreciated.

Respectively,

Harry and Ginger Phenice
Toklat Video Productions
33080 Bolan St
Soldotna, AK. 99669
(907) 262-9320
reach@toklatvideo.com


mailto:reach@toklatvideo.com
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| would like to thank each HFC member for their support for the MADE IN

ALASKA program, we feel this program is ~ry important to Alaska economy,

thank-you all. Linda & Robert Hannon
Nome Beach Gold
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To: Steven Rouse <steven_rouse@makeitalaskan.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 08, 2000 12:40 PM
Subject: Re: Amendment passes-thank you's NOW

Linda C. Vollertsen

487 1Retriever Circle

Anchorage, Alaska 99502

(907) 243-0535

To all members ofthe House Finance Committe,

Thanks to all ofyou for passing the amendment to the Made In Alaska
program. This is very encouraging to all of us who contribute Alaska-made
products to the economy. We work veiy hard and are proud o f the quality
work we create. Thank you for appreciating this work and supporting us.
You can see some ofwhat you supported at www mirow.com , and thank you
again.

Sincerely,


mailto:steven_rouse@makeitalaskan.com

FROM : Linda Blankenship Mirow Ltd. PHONE NO. : 90? 262 9054 Mar. 09 2000 01:00PM PI

Page lof 1

Linda Vollertsen

From: Linda Vollertsen <mlrow@alaskallfe.net>

To: <Representatlve_con_Bunde@legis,state.ak.us>
Sent: Wednesday, March 08.2000 12:15 PM

Subject: Made In Alaska permit holder of trinkets??

Mirow
Linda C. Vollertsen
(907) 243-0535

Representative Bunde,
| am faking the time to write you In regards to the amendment to the budget for the Made 'n Alaska

program. | am a hard working Alaskan making nothing even close to what anyone would call 'trinkets'. |,at
first, felt insulted that you would labei me and my co-members In that light and then after some thought | felt
sorry for you for being so ignorant of the high quality work we bring to our communities and to our beautiful
state.

My family came to Alaska in 1898 and we have all contributed to Alaska in many different ways, tam proud
of my heritage, from gold mining to aviation to logging to my company. Mirow'; making Jewelry and'home
accessories. My family and friends and my large number of repeat customers (in state and out of state) are
also proud of me and my work. They appreciate what | do.

Next time you think of labelling someone or something so casually why don't you stop and think about how
much ycu actually know about the subject. If everyone took the time to do this our world would be a much
kinder place to iive in.

One of the reasons | started my own company 12 years ago was to raise my children at home. Not only do
mothers who decide to stay home with their children get very little recognition for this important job, now you
also insult and give me and others In this profession no recognition for what we have created.

If you would like to educate yourself in this area why don't you look at my web site at wyww miryw.cpm and
then tell me if you still think | design ' trinkets'.

Sincerely, /~)

Linda C. Vollertsen


mailto:mlrow@alaskallfe.net
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March 6, 2000

TO : ALL MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTE

From: Laura Ferguson; Anchorage Senior Center

It has been brought to my attention that you may cut funding to the
MADE IN ALASKA program. Here at the Senior Center we have started

using the MADE IN ALASKA stickers and they have really helped our

gift shop sales. We sure like the program and would miss the many

benefits it offers should you discontinue it-

Sincerely,

]
Gift Shop Mgr.
Arch. Sr. Ctr.



From: Carol Green Sound Soap/Rainy Day Ventures Fax: (907) 746-7627 at: Alaska Government Page 1of 1 Sunday, March 05.2000 7:34:04 PM To: All house finance coininille members

To: .MI house finance committe members...

| havedbeen alerted by Steve Rouse (Made in Alaska program director) that funding for the program is in
jeopardy.

Funding in the amount of fifty thousand dollars...these are likely some of the most well spent dollars in our
entire state budget.

| make soap and other body care products in my home. | sell them at Saturday market, the annual Made in
Alaska show at the sullivan arena, the Alaska State fair and at other Alaskan bazaars and craft fairs.

| have been doing this since 1996. A huge percentage of my customers are familiar with and greatly appreciate
having the Made in Alaska symbol shown on the products they buy.

Locals seem proud to support fellow Alaskans in their entrepreneurial efforts. _
Visitors are tickled to be assured that the gift that they arc bringing home from their Alaskan vacation, was

made in Alaska by an Alaksan.
My Made in Alaska certification directly impacts my business in a positive way.

[ implore you to reconsider cutting the funding to this program. It would be a mistake that would affect too
many individuals and businesses to justify shaving $50,000 from the budget...the harm done would be far

more costly.

Carol A Green

dba Sound Soap

Made in Alaska membership #4190
po hox 2173

Palmer Alaska 99645

(907) 746-7627 ph or fax
rainyday(3)alaska.net
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Alaska Herb Tea Company Fax Message
PO Box 110289
Anchorage, Alaska 99511

Date: March 6,2000

To: State of Alaska _
House Finance Committee members _
Please deliver to all House Finance Committee members

From: Charles Walsh
Alaska Herb Tea Company

Tel/Fax 907*522-3499

Re: Funding Made in Alaska program

We understand that all funding for the Made in Alaska program has been
terminated as part of budget cuts to the Department of Community and
Economic Development.

Of course we support ?/our attempts to reign in the budget and make It as lean
and efficient as possible. That is exactly Tyyou must restore the funds for
MIA. The tiny amount of money budgeted for MIA yields relatively huge
returns - it binds together and organizes hundreds of independent Alaskan
businesses to make them stronger in the face of outside competition. The
suiccess of these Alaskan businesses keeps money in Alaska.

Also, the MIA program assures visitors to Alaska that any ﬂifts or
remembrances they buy during their visit will be authentically Alaskan,
thereby enhancmF the quality oftheir visit. Happy and satisfied visitors to
Alaska are more [ikely to refurn, and to encourage their friends and family to
come to Alaska. That’s the best kind of advertising you can buy!

OnIWSOK + program receipts - what a bargain! Please restore funding for
the Made in Alaska program.



FAX NO. Oct. 24 1999 10:54AM

120SecondStreet Juneau, Alaska 99801
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SILVER BOW

www.sllverbowlInn.com
fax (907) 586-4242

bakery . restaurant

(907) 586-4146 catering . cinema

inn
March 3, 2000

To: All House Finance committee members (please reproduce and distribute)
Via: Fax 465-6813

Hon. Representatives:

We are the owners of the Sllverbow, an historic business operating In downtown
Juneau, We are proud members ofthe Made In Alaska program and strongly
urge you maintain funding for this program at $50,000 per year: the amount
requested In Governor Knowles's budget,

At present we use the Made in Alaska labeling on our breads and bagels sold via
local markets. The labeling assists usin promoting our products as fresh, all
natural, and of local origin, We intend to expand our use of this label to unique
and Inexpensive manufactured goods for the tourist market.

We are firm supporters of tourism in Aiaskc.including and especially southeast
Alaska. We also appreciate the many betieflts to our community provided by the
cruise lines, who will likely have a primary voice in the new Alaska Visitor Industry
Association. However, we are concerned forthe continued quality, individuality,
and authenticity of the Alaska experience provided by much of modern
package tourism,

By having a program to recognize and support products made locally, from local
materials by local Alaskan hands, we distinguish ourselves, our cities, and our
culture from that of other tourist destinations. A visitor to Alaska should be able to
see and purchase Itemsthatthey can be confident are not simply relabeled
Imports, such as could as easily be purchased in the Caribbean, Mexico,
Disneyland, and other major vacation destinations.

Without this program there will be no oversight for misuse of the Made In Alaska
label, and a consequent potential loss of trustand Integrity with our visitors. This is
a very small and Inexpensive program that goes a long way to protect the
Interests and viability of many small businesses operating, admittedly, at the
fringes of the dominant tourism trend. Inthe interest of the continued breadth
and diversity of the local tour industry, we respectfully request you continue
funding for this program,

Sincerely/™--

KerTAfpe&s-xWl&rnlel, owner's

Pl


http://www.sllverbowlnn.com
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March 6, 2000

To - ALL MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTE

From: Laura Ferguson; Anchorage Senior Center

It has been brought to my attention that you may cut funding to the
MADE IN ALASKA®" program. Here at the Senior Center we have started

using the MADE IN ALASKA stickers and they have really helped our

gift shop sales. We sure like the program and would miss the many

benefits it offers should you discontinue 1it.

Sincerely,

Laura FerguJdbn
Gift Shop Mgr.

Anch. Sr. ctr.
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March 6, 2000

TO: All Members Of The HOUSE FINANCE COMMITEE

From: Laura Ferguson, owner of Laura®s Original Designs

I have heard that you may cut the funding for the MADE IN ALASKA pro-
gram and I am upset to say the least. 1 have a retail store and the

stickers are the best thing going for Alaskan merchants. 1 always point

out to visitors to watch for the little bear on products as that 1is

their assurance that it was made in Alaska."! tell them our sites of
manufacture are inspected by the state. If the state cant come up with
$50,000 to continue this program than you are not doing your job, which

is to serve the best interests of the people of Alaska.

Sincerely,
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The M IA Program

This pro?ram Is essential and beneficial for the tourism and growth of the
State of Alaska. It is a program we are all proud to be a part of.

' Any cut backs in the MIA programwould be harmful to and for the permit
folders and citizens of Alaska.

*Weneed our seal of approval, we are proud of it and work very hard to keep
| “State ofthe Ark”.

LeoHads
Lclo’s Ceramics.
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March 62000

ALL House Finance Committee Members
&F)’Ieas& sesa that this fax s distributed to ALL members of the House Finance
mittee.

Dear Committee Members:

Iwas bom here in Fairbanks, Iwentto school here InFairbanks, Ibuilta home here in Fairbanks, 1own
mfamily based business here In Fairbanks. 1am proud to be MADE IN ALASKA'

When I put my MADE IN ALASKA sticker on my product (an Alaskan boW panring kit), itsays more
than just those threa simple words. Ksays, quality, authenticity, origindity, Itsays pride, 'Proud to be
ALASICAN*!

Your proposed budget cut will hurt my product tremendously, there are uttw similar products out there,
butbecause ofthe MADE IN ALASKA program mine is unique, saiee around the world reflect this

uniqueness.

Telbr Paydirt’s Gourmet Gokftm was developed forour children, so that they could attend cciege
here in FaYjanks, buid a home here In Fairbanks, create their ~ businesses and opportunities here
in Faiftar.ks. When you take the money and funding swray from our children and put Ittowards
eocourajing viators to Alaska, 10 or 15 years from nawwrtro and wt.at will these visitors be visiting?
Our Alaska children are leaving Alaska, because their future opportunities are being taken away from
than.

I URGE you to reconekter this budget cut Please continue to support Alaskans and their unique

Laura A Marvin
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MON 12:06 FAl 907 883 4527 David & Veronica Bennett

From: David & Veronica Dennett
Eagle’s Peak Glass Studio
F.O. Vox 491
Tok, AK. 99700

To: ALL House Finance Committee Members
House Finance Committee Office
Juneau, Ak
Fax# 907-465-6013

Pear Members,
We wish to express our dismay and concern for steps taken by your committee

to cut all funding from the Department of Community and Economic Development which
will eliminate the "Made In Alaska" program. This program, at a small relative tost, has
a tremendous impact on the selling and marketing of Alaska pr UCtS. We know from
direct experience that tourists In particular look for the "Made In Alaokn" sticker on
our artwork. Additionally, the program helps to weed out those entrepenuers Importing
goods and selling them as Alaskan products. Competition Is stiff enough for the tourist
dollar without the misinformation peddled  some dishonest people.

The program Is i ‘early in line with the purposes of the DCEC. MIA has been a
successful and Inexpensive program for the state to fund. By funding the the new
Alaska Visitor Industry Association to the tune of 100 times the amount required to
maintain the existing, successful MIA program, we can only wonder at the motivations of

your committee.

Can your committee quell the concerns ofthe 1500 or so members of Made In Alaska
by assuring that the AVIA’s use of $50 million will somehow maintain the positive impact
that the Made In Alaska program has beenfor us these last5 or 6 years? Can you
assure us that we will hot be the chosen losers Inthis game of picking winners and
losers? What will the AVIA do for those of ue who have paid our dues for membership,
used this program to It's fullest, and continue to do so? Wll all thoee tourists that
$5C million will supposedly bring still buy from us without the assurance that what they
arc buying Is truly ALASKAN?

Please re-fund the Made In Alaska program for all of us who work so hard to provide
the tourists with unique choices only available in Alaska.

Thank you.
Pavid & Veronica Bennett

0001
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Linda Vollertsen

From: Linda Vollertsen <mlrow@ ala3kalife.net>
To: <House Finance Committee>
Sent: Sunday, March 05, 2000 1:03 PM

Subject: MADE IN ALASKA FUNDING

Linda Vollertsen

4871 Retriever Circle
Anchorage, Alaska 99502
(907)243-0535

mirow@ alaskallfe,net

House Finance Committee Office
(907)465-6813 FAX

To All members of the House Finance Committee,

I am very concerned about the impa it of cuts being made to the DCED budget. If these cuts are made it will
eliminate the Made In Alaska program that is funded under the DCED budget. | have been a member of the
Made In Alaska since it's inception. This program is very Important to my businesss' legitimacy as a true
Mads In Alaska product. We Made In Alaska members are competing with the large growing segment of
items from China, Japan, Korea and elsewhere. This funding cut will mean no permits, no protection from
logo misuse, no directory, no web site, and no promotions. This would also mean no state assistance for
Alaskans who want to sell In foreign markets as It would ellminte the International Trade office.

I v/ould like to know why Alaska is willing to spend Millions to attract tourists and yet eliminate the small
percentag3,1% ($50K) of the proposed budget to the Tourism Association, for the people of Alaska who make

authentic Alaska products to sell to those tourists

Please review the proposed operating budget again and KEEP the funding for Made in Alaska at the level
submitted in Governor Knowles' budget. We need this to be restored and protected now! Thank you for ycur
consideration of this important issue.

Sincerely,

Linda C. Vollertsen


mailto:mlrow@ala3kalife.net

lgloo Art* and Croft*
3040 Concord Lano

Anchorage, Alaska 99302-3120

Alllioutt PlInance Commlttoo Members, pfeaso dlitfltou tf

RE* "M ade In Alaska” program

Doar PInanco Con m itta# Members,

|l am amazed that aftor so many yoars oftrying to establish a
program thatguarantees residents and visitors thatthe
crafts and products purchased here were actually made
here,and you are actually considering abolishing this

program T Shame |
The “Made In Alaska” program has been promoted by all the
tour/cnalse companies,recommending theirclientele thatthey

should only purchase Items with the “Made In Alaska”

sticker.

As a soapstone carver, in the past, | have signed my carving

with “Hand Carved In Alaska by Lany Eaton” but purchasers
often bypassed my carvingv* because they did not have the

Made In Alaska sticker.
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W ithout tho Made In Alaska program, Alaska will ba
inundated with soapstone carved by duplicating machines in
Seattle and Imports from Asia.

This directly effects me and all and producers thatlive In
Alaska.

| Implore you to appropriate the necessary funding subm itted
by Gov. Knowles of 50K to Insure that this program remains

viable and thatthe budgetfunds be restored and protected

You are aboutto spend millions to entice visitors to Alaska

and withoutthe Made In Alaska program, you mustnotleave
them and Alaskans withoutthe quality control ofthe Made In

Alaska Program.

Sincerely,

lgloo Arts and Crafts
Soapstone Carver
907-248-0032
907-245-0039 Pax
igluG alaska.net

web site: alaska.net/-Iglu
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CatherineJ rc]ffetersen

9717 Eas anch 9L5070
(907) 6 58%‘?4 IVesrnow uds@alaska.net

House Finance Committee Membership
House Finance Committee Office

4 March, 2000

A permit process to certify the authenticity of truly Alaskan products Is absolutely essential to
this statq. The (exponentially growing) number of tourists who visit each year uniformly expect
and look for souvenirs (whether expensive native crafts or more simple cottage Industry
products) which are not foreign made. Alaska Isspending millions or dollars promoting tourism
for our wonderful State. Why bring the tourists here ond not complete the promotion process

by funding the Made In Alaska program.

As a cottage crafter | personally seli to tourists all summer at Saturday Market and the first
guestion they all ask Is"Is this made in Alaska?" Those of us who subscribe to the Made in
Alaska program take pride In displaying the familiar Mama and baby bear logo which
authenticates our work but we also know there are many out there selling foreign made
products with an "Alaska" stamp on them and pushing them as Alaska made. Without our
"Made In Alaska” logo how Is the average tourist to know which is truly an Alaska crafted

product?

Steven Rouse of the Made in Alaskan program is a zealot in his quest to ensure that
manuafaclurers oulslde our program do not misuse the Make It Alaska Logo. Without our logo
and the Make it Alaska Program, artisls such as myself have no protection against the
competition of cheaply made foreign products which abound In the Alaska market place.

The current process Is clear, effective, and has a "multiplier effect" In marketing our Alaskan
products. We are a major part of the tourism Industry.

The current process of Indvildual artists and the public sharing the costs of this process is both
fair and effective. Why fix something that Isn't broken,

The proposal to eliminate funding Is really discrimination against those who make up this
unique crafts Industry. Certification by the state, as you know, exists throughout many diverse
Industries - from seafood products to manufacturing - why attack this cottage industry and
the many self employed vendors who depend for their livelihood on craft making.

Sincerely,

Catherine Joan Petersen
Make It Alaskan Permit Holder
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Krafts W ith Kaic
PO Box 871049
W asilla,Alaska

99687-1049
E-Mail
kraftswithkarelgiga.net
To: Enure Finance Committee Fax: (907)373-4854
From: Ktaftc With Kars Date: 03/04/00
R»  MIA Funding Cut? Paga: 1
CC:
X DFcrRevfew O Ptawe Comment X Phan E-mal O ptoeso Recycle
R»pty

To (ho Member? Ofthe finance committee who think itaoood idea to cutfunding ofthe
"Make ItAlaska" program .picture this..-The phene rings, ft's a touristwanting to
buy three dozen Cute Tittle dogaieds thatthey saw whan on vacation in Alaska saying
they would be greatsouvenirs to sendto folks down here to prove thatthey saw the start
of The kStarod sled dog race in Alaska, they were priced at $100.00ea butconsidering that
the sleds ware "Hand Made” That's nota bad price .-The vendorhaving only paid
$15.00eaforthe sleds was more than happy to give the couple a large discountfor
purchasing such a large amotmt...(he knocked tho price down to S75.00ea) And that he
would coverthe ahipptog to Florida himself...The couple recalved the sleds In good
condition and sentthem to a lthere Mends afew days pass and one oftheirfriends
caHs them ftom the airportin Mtonesota wanting to know If $35.00 Isto much to payfora
genuine handmade Dog eled Like the ones ttwy gotin Alaska and thatthey were very cute
did they wantoneto add to theircollection ?The couple said sue thatthey would look
good sitting on the fireplace Manila,When they gotthe one flom Mhnesota they found itto
be the same as the onesthey had purchased in Alaska?

Now ril admitthatsome ofthe tourists thatcomato Alaska are kinda guCble but how
many Steddog races are held In Taiwan or China orBr«fl, The “Made In Alaska" program
to awatch dog foryou and them.

Please reconsideryourplanto cutthe funding forthemjustto Boostthe Fimding forthe
"Alaska Visitor Industry Association” HHHMmmmm are they notone and the SAMEHHIIII
Ifwe asvoters everfigure out the way poSttdanathink -wallguew we'edAllIBo
Politicians........... Lets see.... They cantfoed themselves with their ledthand so lets CUT
OFF THE RIGHT ONEIII

Have a nice day,..See you atFur Rondy MUHThahaha (I have a Dogstod foryato buy
HANDMA1XL...NS)

KWK

AHA* 3728’V
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Twin Rocks Enterprises, Inc.
Cohoe Micro Bakery

PO Box 1095
53780 Florence Ave,
Kflxilof, AK G3610-1095

Phone/F«x - (907)262-1690
Email - lcamikisi®alLaikA.net

March 3,2000

To:
House Finance Committee Office

Attention:
All Members of House Finance Committee

Regarding:
Funding Cuts tor Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED)

Dear House Finance Committee,

We would appreciate your continued supportof -EDand its many valuable
functions.

The "Made In Alaska" program assists small businesses such as ours by promoting
Alaskan products. The well recognized "Made in Alaska™ logo is an important aspect
of our marketing and we are proud to display it on all our packaging.

The International Trade Office provides valuable assistance regarding the export of
Alaskan products. Though we have not yet entered the international market, we have
spoken with this office and received much needed information and insight into this
important aspect of trade. We hope to use their services in the future as our business

expands.

Thank you for ensuring that programs such as these remain available for all Alaskan
businesses.

Sincerely,

Syd Kamikis
President - Twin Rocks Enterprises
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DT: March 3, 2000

FR:  Branson Tungiyan
Eskimo Heritage Program Director
Kawerak, Inc.
P.O. Box 948
Nome, AK 99762

TO: House Finance Committee
State Legislature
Juneau, AK

RE: Letter of Protest on Longevity Bonus

Committee Members,

I am writing a Letter of Protest on behalfofthe Kawerak Elders Advisory
Committee to the Cuts that the Republican Majority have decided to the
Longevity Bonus that our senior citizens have "faithfully earned™” in our Great
State of Alaska. Too long have the Republican led majority Legislature ventured
into the heritage programs of the "True Alaskans” and made "Cuts™ for the benefit
of the Republicans "needs". Itis not fair, nor will it be fair, for the House Finance
Committee to cut $1.75 million of the Longevity Bonus ofthose that got us to
where we are today - the Senior Citizens of Alaska.

Please take this letter into consideration as a protest during the Public Hearing on
Saturday, March 4,2000 to the decision on the Longevity Bonus cut.

Thank you.

Eskimo Heritage Program Director

cC: Loretta Bullard, President, Kawerak, Inc.
Eileen Norbert, Vice-President, Kawerak, Inc.
Kawerak Elders Advisory Committee

Files

Page 2/2
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| urgently request that the $50K funding for the MADE IN ALASKA
program in Governor Knowles' budget be restored and preserved! That
amount is in general funds AND authorization for program receipts.

I am deeply concerned to hear that the LEGISLATURE would cutthe DCED

budget and thus eliminate the MADE IN ALASKA program.| am a
self-employed computer builder AND | PROUDLY DISPLAY THE MADE IN

ALASKA STICKER! My entire customer list looks for the Made in Alaska
stickers on my products! This program is VERY POPULARWITH THEPEOPLE,

OF ALASKA AND THE TOURISTS WE ATTRACT TO VISIT.

The benefit of this program for the self-employed VOTERS of Alaska,
and the Tourism business goes way beyond the money invested by the
Legislature. This is money well spent!

Why is Alaska willing to spend MILLIONS to attract tourists, to then
turn around and eliminate the tiny amount that protects people who
make authentic Alaska products to sell to those tourists!

The $50K is less than 1% of what is planned to give the Tourism
Association. In the long run YOU WILL ONLY UNDERMINE THE TOURISM

INDUSTRY, if you eliminate this wonderful program! Please save the
budget for the Made in Alaska program.

Sincerely, Richard McCorkle
418 Baranof Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Hlirte.'- flm tM w e vb eTteH Moemiw s- o ffal -«

mifauiM om L/-""

Printed for mccorklegpolarnat.com (Richard H. McCorkle) 1
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Attention FINANCE COMMT TrEE members
FAX: 465-6813

March 3,2000

Finance Committee
State Capita] Building
Juneau, Alaska

RE: FY01 Funding for the Made in Alaska Program

Gentlemen/Ladies of the committee

Glacier Scents is a small manufacturing firm located in Juneau. We’ve been in business
for 4 years- and consider one of our proudest assets our Made in Alaska permit. | was
bom and raised in Fairbanks so believe that | can speak with a great deal of knowledge
about Alaskan owned businesses. This permit sets us apart from any other business
because we’ve had to prove that we do make out products here in this State. Because the
program requires a business to substantiate their products many consumers look
specifically for this symbol because they are assured that items have been made here, by
Alaskan's and the money goes back into the local economics.

This is not my first business venture, but if you take away the vital funding for continued
administration of the Made in Alaska program it may be my last. Our business creates,
among other items; very high quality hand made candles. | have to compete against large
impersonally manufactured products, many of which aren’t even made in the USA. If you
take away the funding for the program administration this symbol will become nothing
more than “another symbol of a good Alaskan idea- dumped by bad choices of elected
officials”.

Please do not make a bad choice. A mere $50,k in general funds and the continued
authorization for using program receipts assures that this program will continue it’s
excellent work on behalf of business owners and Alaskan’s. This money represents less
than 1% of the intended funds to be issued to the Tourism Association. If we can’t supply
tourism with unique Alaskan made products and services, supported by a permitted
symbol that REALLY means something, eventually they won’t return.

Dawn Boijesson
Owner

GLACIER /CENT/

o2y
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I urgently request that the SSOK funding for the MADE IN ALASKA program
in Governor Knowles' budget be restored and preserved! That amount is
in general funds AND authorization for program receipts.

I AM OUTRAGED, and extremely concerned to hear that MY LEGISLATURE
would cut the DCED budget and thus eliminate the MADE IN ALASKA

program. | am a self-employed herbal products and g ift manufacturer AND
| PROUDLY DISPLAY THE MADE IN ALASKA STICKER! My entire customer list
would rebel if the Made in Alaska stickers were eliminated, or came to

mean nothing!lH This program is VERY POPULAR WITH THE PEOPLE OF ALASKA
AND THE TOURXSTS WE ATTRACT TO VISIT, It has worked hard to be very
cost e fficient. The benefit to the hard-working people of Alaska, and
the Tourism business is immeasurable and goes way beyond the money

invested by the Legislature.

Why is Alaska w illing to spend MILLIONS to attract tourists, to then
turn around and

eliminate the tiny amount that protects people who make authentic
Alaska products to sell to those tourists! These people are YOUR
CONSTITUENTS!! The people YOU were elected to represent and protect!
Many, many visitors have expressed how much they depend on the Made in
Alaska sticker for genuine Alaskan-made crafts when buying for
themselves, and especially when buying gifts for family and friends.
The $50K is less than 1% of what is planned to give the Tourism

Association. It is NOT ESSENTIAL to the Tourism Association's budget!!
And in the long run YOU WILL ONLY UNDERMINE THE TOURISM INDUSTRY!' No
MADE IN ALASKA program means the market w ill be flooded with cheap,
imported g ift items that w ill out-compete our Alaskan craftspeople and
DESTROY 1000'S OF HOME BUSINESSES!!! G ifts from Alaska w ill become
known as cheap and tacky and the only people benefiting from Tourism
w ill be the cruise and buslines!!

Sincerely, Deborah Paetzhold McCorkle
418 Baranof
Fairbanks, AK 99701
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HughJDarjing

From: Hugh Darling <darling@seward.net>
To: <Representatlve_Eldon_Mulder@legt8.state.ak.us>

Sant: Friday, March 03,2000 10:22 AM
Subject:  Mad* In Alaska

Dear Rep. Mulder:

Sweet Darlings is a three year old candy company which has grown tremendously since Its inception and
employs six people year ‘round with a good outlook for future growth. We give a lot of credit to our MADE IN
ALASKA program which is administered by Steven Rouse. Our tourists have become aware that any product

bearing the "Bear inslgna" Is a product this Is truly made in Alaska.

If you do away with the funding for this program you will severly hurt many small Alaskan businesses and
open the market further to those companies who are in the lower forty-eight and off shore. It will also send an
important message to our visitors that we only want their money and do not care whet products we have

representing our State.

| realize that it is necessary to curb spending, but please, please let's not do so to the detriment of our own
businesses and people. We must put our bast foot forward to compete with the other states for the tourism
dollar and believe me those visitors who come here are iooking for products Made in Alaska - we must
encourage more Alaskan businesses, not discourage them.

We also have a retail business, Brown and Hawkins, which has been doing business In Alaska under the
same family ownership since 1900 - that's 100 years in business, so we are not newcomers to the State.
When the summer visitors come into our store, they Immediately ask where the Made in Alaska products ara
with the Bear insignas, as they have learned that is their assurance of an authentic gift.

Thank you for not cutting the funding for the Made In Alaska Program.
Sincerely,

Iris A. Darling


mailto:darling@seward.net
mailto:Representatlve_Eldon_Mulder@legt8.state.ak.us

IVIar'-C>3-00 03 :58A

FAX COVER SHEET

lasertcch Alaska
2141 Cinnabar Loop
Anchorage, AK 99507-3:'SO
Date 03/01/00
Phone (907) 344-6677
Fax (907)344 3772
e-mail: Imcla@laserlechnlabka.com

Company Name: House Finance Committee
Contact Name: A'l Members
Fax Number:90/-465-6U13

Re: Request for reconsideration of cutting funds within DCFD; eliminating the "Made in Alaska" program

Dear Representatives:

| wag notified that Gov. Knowles' budget level for the DCFD was chosen by the House to be cut so that the funding
(550K approx.) for the Made iri Alaska program would be entirely eliminated. | believe you would not even consider
such a cut If you knew some of the impoitant services this small amount of funding provides.

As a small business owner, 37 year resident of Alaska, commercial and residential property owner, | have personally
seen the Immense benefits this Made In Alaska program has provided to almost 1500 business owners. For example;
our company began manufacturing a Tourist souvenir item last year made of Alaskan Birch. It was the hottest
selling Tourist item in the State last year and will far eclipse last year's sales this coming year. This one product was
so successful that, within 9 months, there were two "knock-off" imports that will compete with our Alaskan-made
product this year. The onjy thing that sets our product apart is the feet that we are Certified Permit Holders of the
MIA logo (,4 he Bears Logo"). If It weren't for tile MIA program and the oolicino done bv al] of our staff and our
iiiembers(ol the non-profit, Make It Alaskan, inc.); these Thailand and Chinese imports would not hesitate to put
the MIA logo on their packaging and pass it off to our Tourists as something made by the Peoples of Alaska. It would
kill our market! We also had our first "Web Hit" lost year. The company on the Fast Coast were looking for "an
Alaskan-made product" for a gift item for their customers. They ordered our gift item because they were assured it
was authentic MIA. The dollar amount of this one order was almost 6-figures! We were also able to sell our
products to a large, tourist-oriented company in the lower 48. Wc are doing special customization for their area and
1was pleasantly surprised that the Purchasing Agent requested we leave the Made In Alaska logo on the tags |

1have been involved with the MIA and the non-profit Make It Alaskan, inc., for over 10 years. | was also involved
with the Alaska Manufacturers Assoc, prior to that (since 1977), In all these past years, this idea of promoting(with
just a little help from the State) Alaskan-Made goods and services has been a "No-Brainer" for all Its members who
make their living manufacturing items from Boals fo Minted coins; Tourist glftware and Seafood to Fine ait; and who

can forget that beer made in Junoaul!

Cutting this program, this small amount that reaches so far Into our community, would be outrageous
and ill-advised!

Thank you for your time and assistance In tills matter.

ynda M Schroeder
Co-owner/ Lasertech Alaska
Vice-President/Makc 1t Alaskan, Inc.
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March 3, 2000 10:47 AM From: Brent & Tash Fax #: (907) 364-3321 Page l1of1

PLEASE DELIVER THIS FAX TO ALL HOUSE FINANCE COMMITEE MEMBERS

March 3, 2000

| am submitting this letter to demand that funding for the MADE IN ALASKA program at the
level submitted in Governor Rnowle’s budget be restored and protected. That amount is $50 K in

general funds and authorization for program receipts.

| am a permit holder with 1he MADE IN ALASKA program, and using the well-known MADE
IN ALASKA logo increases the desirability of my product. Without this recognizeable logo on
my packaging, there is nothing to guarantee to my customers that my product is made in the state.

Without this program, once again, entreprenuers who create authentic Alaskan products will be
unprotected and will again have to wage an uphill battle against companies and retailers who bring
in outside products that resemble Alaskan work. For years artists and craftsmen have combatted
products that look and feel Alaskan but are made elsewhere. The MADE IN ALASKA program,
like the Silver Hand program, protects your constituents and ensures that Alaskan-made products
receive recognition and are differentiated from other items. The logo program is one way to
satisfy our customers and promote Alaska.

We spends millions to make Alaska a desirable tourist destination. The $50K for the MADE IN
ALASKA program is less than 1% of what the state will give to the Tourism Association. Alaska
is a popular place, and our visitors often request products made here. It makes no sense that we
spend money to get people here and then give them no means of determining which products are

made in the state.

Please fund the MADE IN ALASKA program with fiill funding.

Sincerely,

Natasha Zahn Pristas
D Street Designs
1026 D Street
Juneau, Alaska 99801
907/586-1454
pristas@alaska.net


mailto:pristas@alaska.net
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ALASKAN CHOPP

P.O. BOX 73203
Fairbanks, Alaska, USA

99707

March 3,2000 Fax: (907) 490-3981 Voice: (907) 488-7422
E-mail: sales@ akchopsilcks.coni

PLEASE DISTRIBUTE TO ALL HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

To Whom it may concern:

Iwould like to express my concern, disapproval, and outrage that the impact of cuts to the
DCED budget will eliminate MADE IN ALASKA, 1clearly request that funding for
MADE IN ALASKA atthe level submitted in Governor Knowles' budget be restored and
protected. That amount is S50K in general funds.

MADE IN ALASKA is importantto Alaska Chopstick Company. Very often we get
feedback from tourists saying how nice it is that they can just look for the “Made in
Alaska Bears™ and know they have a product from Alaska. There is no question and its
something they can trust.

Why is Alaska willing to spend MILLIONS to attract tourists and yet eliminate the tiny
amount that protects people who make authentic Alaska products to sell to those tourists.
The $50K is less than 1% of what you plan to give the Tourism Association.

When we go to trade shows “outside” we are very proud to be a “Made in Alaska”
product and get only positive response because of it. The amount of imported (outside
the United States) goods sold to the tourists industry is appalling. It doesn't represent our
state very well ifa tourist visits Alaska, buys presents to take home, to find out the
product was made in Asia somewhere.

Not only will our product suffer if this program Is cut but Alaska's reputation for quality
made products will suffer too.

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard

M. A. Staton

Phone: (907) 488-7422 Fax: (907) 490-5981 Web: akchopSiick.com

TOTAL P.O1
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Don’'s Wood and Craft Barn
J7800 James Way, Eagle River, AK 99577

(907) 694-9668
(907) 694-9668 ‘9

Scid to: From:

House Finance Committee Office Don's Wood and Craft Bam / Rowi Slifer
Attention: .date:

All Members [Aarch 3, 2000

Office location: Office location:

Fax number: Phone number:

(907) 465-6813 (907) 694-9668
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Don’s Wood and Craft Bam
17800 James Way
Eagle River, AK 99577

(907) 694-9668

March 3,2000

To ailMembers ofthe House Finance Com m ittee.

| hereby ask strongly that the funding for MADE IN ALASKA (as it was
submitted in Governor Knowles’ budget in the amount of $50K) will be

restored and protected.

MADE IN ALASKA has grown to a strong tool for us Alaskan Crafters and
producers! Last summer L1overheard several people (tourists and locals)
saying, that they have to look for the “Made-in-Alaska” sticker to make sure
the merchandise was really made in the State. It was a pleasure to see
customers choose our product over some cheaper merchandise that was
imported form the lower 48.

Alaska itselfis a smaj| market place and we are fighting daily the big Wal-
Marts, K-Marts, Pier Ones,etc. Now you want to take away that one tool that
sets our merchandise apart form imported “stuff’. Most of us buy our
supplies locally and it is us, the small vendors and crafters, that keep the
money in Alaska. Please don’t forget: We are the small people that put you
were your are now and we gave you our vote so you can represent us!

We need our MADE IN ALASKA for our unique merchandise and to get
our share oftourist and local market. With all the publicity ofthe BP and
ARCO merger you have forgottenus  the Alaskan small businesses that
rely on programs like MADE IN ALASKA.

Have you ever looked ata MADE IN ALASKA directory do you see
how many of us are participating! Now you want to put us out in the cold!
Wake up!!!! Keep Alaska’s small businesses competitive and give us back

here in Alaska to survive v.ithe small business world.
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Don’s Wood and Craft Bam, 17800 James Way, Eagle River, AK 99577

PLEASE KEEP THE MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM ALIVE.
SUPPORT THE PEOPLE THAT VOTED FOR YOU AND RESTORE

THE $50K IN GENERAL FUNDS AND AUTHORIZATION FOR
PROGRAM RECEIPTS.

Rowi Slifer
Don’s Wood and Craft Barn
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Ron Wendt P.O. Box 870624 Wasilla, AK 99687  (907)376-4715

RE: MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM

A T TN

To ALL House Finance Com mittee members

Please restore funding thatwas cut for the Made in Alaska

program.

This program has been ofgreat assistance to Made in Alaska
members in promoting Alaska Made products & businesses.
This is a small amount but has a greatimpacton tourism to our
state. Its not asking too much to restore this tiny amountthat

does so wellin impacting thousands o fAlaskans.

Cutting back on tourism advertisement has cutdown immensely
on our businesses, we don’'t need another blow by the state. You
can investpermanant fund monies to outside interests, surely

you can investin Alaskan businesses. We don’t ask for much.
Thank You
Ron Wendt

GOLDSTREAM PUBLICATIONS

W asilla, Alaska

01
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MAR-02-00 THU 07:45 PM  ALASKAN BREWING @O FAX:19077804514

5429 Shaune Drive * Juneau, Ai. iska 99801 * 907/780-5866

Date:  3/2/00

FACSIMILE MESSAGE COVER SHEET

To: House Finance Committee Office
Alaska State House

*** Please distribute to All House Finance Committee Members

fax:  (907)465-6813

Followingarc | page(s) including this cover sheet.

Remarks:
URGENT!! We have just been alerted that the MADE IN ALASKA program will be

cut from state government oversight and funding. This program was funded at a level of $50,000
annually along with authorization for program receipts. PLEASE DO NOT CUT TI S
INVALUABLE PROGRAMI We have been a proud permit holder since our beginning in 1987,
and this program helps protect authentic made in Alaska products such as ours. We have been
asked countless times to brew our beer under contract in breweries in the lower 48. It would be
much cheaper and cost effective, and those down south don’t believe people would ever even
know. But, we believe in this state and wc believe in authenticity. The made in Alaska seal of
the two bears is proof that wo are not merely imitators of the real thing. Please help us continue
to protect the good name of all things Alaskan!!! Please CONTINUE FUNDING THE MADE
IN ALASKA PROGRAM, EVEN AT THE CURRENT SMALL LEVEL OF $50,000. We need
STATE oversight, NOT visitor industry association oversight. PLEASE!?

From; Marcy Larson
Alaskan Brewing Co,
5429 Shaunc Dr.
Juneau. AK 99801
Ph: (907) 780-5866
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P.O. Box 1G002 « 1lit/ CIOOk, Alusko W6U3
C90'/> 23S-7553 or 235-069*

FAX 37

March 'J, 000

To: ALL House Finance Committee members

Re: Made in Alaska, Inc.

When the Made In Alaska program fit st slat led, ii was a tremendous boost for our
note card business. We have been active participant*- in the program ever since, and
would not miss out on being part of the fall craft show at the Sullivan Arena.

The program has helped make people more aware of the genuine Alaskan-made
products, and now people look for the Made in Alaska logo on what I sell.
It has come to really mean something,. | really appreciate this as an Alaskan. Cheap
foreign imports, disguised as genuine Alaskan products, can be difficult to compete
against. Both tourists and Alaskans appreciate knowing they are getting the real
thing. This program has been very valuable for the craftsman, for the tourist, and for
the Alaskan wanting to send genuine Alaskan ariit les as gifts stateside.

It has just been brought to my attention that then.- is a movement to totally wipe out
the entire Made In Alaska program. | find this haul to believe. Do you realize what a

valuable program you are trying to eliminate?

Please rethink this situation! The progiam needs the type of funding proposed in
Governor Knowles’ budget (which | understand is S>0K In general funds and autho-
rization for program receipts). This program Is impoi tant for tourism, and tourism Is
and should be an Important part of Alaska’s future.

Sincerely,

P.01



03/02/2000 22:07 9074865975 WILD IRIS ENT. PAGE 01

FAXQ0H66813 3200
House Finance Committee O ffice

Toallmembers o f the House Finance Committee»

| am very concernedand outraged that the impactof cuts to the
DCFD budget willeliminate the Made In Alaska program.

My livelihood is basket weaving andMade In Alaska has been
promoting my business for manyyears and has been beneficial to

my earnings.

Alaska is willing to spend millions to attract touristsandyet
eliminate the smallamount thatprotectspeople who make
authenti: Alaskaproducts to sell to tourists, why?!?

No Made In Alaskaprogram would mean nopermits, no protection
from logo misuse, no directory, no website, and nopromotion.

PLEASBDONOTCUT THIS FUNDING!

Please distribute this letter to all the members o f the House
Finance Committee.

Sincerely,

Penelope Cyr-Lorenson

Wild Iris Basket Designs
PO Box 3527

Kodiak Island, Alaska 99615
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DATE: March 3,2000

T0 MEMBERS OF THE HOTJSB FINANCE COMMITTEE

RE1 “MADE IN ALASKA7TPROGRAM —DCED BUDGET

FROM- P. ALVA AND MARIE REED
dba MASTERS TOUCH MANUFACTURING

Twant; each and every one ofyou to know what a disastrous impact your current quest to
find funds for the new Alaska Visitor Industry Association will have on those of us who
have chosen to live .in Alaska, contribute to our communities and make our living by
manufacturing something “MADE IN ALASKA™

It should be obvious to most that if our logo and organization are taken from us through
political process, those of us who identify with pride the fact that wo live here, and are
creative enough to make items available from Alaskan goods and labor will be gone, as
well as a huge retail market place the tourists are coming here to sec. Take a moment,
and count the gift shops in any of our communities, and check out the makeup of the

gifts they have for sale.

It’s true, these same gift shop owners can purchase “look alikes” from a foreign
manufacturer, but the class and quality arc gone, and gone too should be the pride of
those who sit on these committees, that make decisions like this one, over a extremely

small item like $50,000.

| know that Gene Therriault is a Chair of this committee, and he is a neighbor here in
North pole who has derived his living for years working in a small business in our
community. We personally urge him to reconsider .his thinking on this issue, and
reassure us that “MADE IN ALASKA™ is critically important and cannot be cut in
quest of funds for an association that the MADE IN ALASKA logo can only benefit.

Please call or come by at any time if constituency input is important to you individually
or at: a group in making your decision.

f

P. Alva Reed
Owner

P.01
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The Alaska Horse Directory
P.O. Box 871966
Wasilla, Alaska 99687-1966

Mirch 2, 2000

State of Alaska
House Finance Committee Office
FAX: 907 465-6813

Dear Sirs;

lunderstand that you are considering cutting funding to he ‘Made in
Alaska Program/

This will be my second year as a member of the * Made in Maska” program.
lam proud to be able to display their emblem on my proquct, an Alaskan

publication.

I sought membership in this program because they promite Alaskan
products. When shopping for Alaskana, 1 LOOK for the <nAlaska
emblem. It tells me Iam not buying something made outride of Alaska and
that my money is not leaving the state.

Iwas bom in Alaska and feel that we already have too miich money leaving
the state that should remain here to build our economy, One positive_ way
to help build our infa-structure is to promote Alaskan goids and services.

“Made in Alaska* is your program to do that very thing. 1:would be a big
loss to eliminate the checks and balances that this progn m performs for the

true Alaskans businessperson. i

Please consider the long lasting consequences of eliminating the budget for
this very worthwhile program.

Sincerely,

Judy Beekhom-Ross, Editor
Alaska Horse Directory
(Proud to be an Alaskan)

Please deliver to all House Finance Committee members.
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ALASKA WILD RIVER PRODUCTIONS, INC.
P.O. Box 210728
Anchorage, AK 99521-0728
907/338-1005
March 3, 2000

House Finance Committee Office
Fax 1/907/485-6813

distribute mv letter to all House Finance Cummitt * f ~smfyers.

Dear Committee Members:

| undtrstami that In an effort to find money to contribute to the. new Alaska Visitor
Industry Assn, your Committee has cut all economic development funds and related
functions from the Department of Community and Economic Development.

Within that budget was $50,000 earmarked for operation of MADE IN ALASKA. As
you know. If that funding Is not restored, there will be no oversight of MADE IN
ALASKA which means no permits, no protection from logo misuse, no web site or
directory and no promotion of the MADE IN ALASKA products. This would totally
eliminate the valuable program which helps us market our Alaskan products locally,
nationwide and even internationally.

| beg you to restore tin. funding for MADE IN ALASKA at the level submitted In
Governor Knowles' budget ($50,000 In general funds and authorization for program

receipts).

Thank you for your support of this program which help* those of us who produce
products In Alaska prove our authenticity, and shows our clients that we have a
product worthy of their dollars. Help us keep bringing the dollars to Alaskan business
owners, rather than supporting the import business with "wannabe" made In Alaska

products.

Your* sincerely.

Undo L. Hill
Chief Financial Officer

WWW alaskahuntingvtdeos.com
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P.O. Box 82222
Falrtenka, Alkaka 99708

fthon (907) 455-8222
FAX (907-455-6801
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Adela W. Batin

March 2,2000

To: House Finance Committee Office

FAX 907-465-6813
Please deliver to all House Finance Committee members

From: Adela Batin, Publisher, Alaskabooks

Alaska Angler Publications
Subject: MADE IN ALASKA program cuts

Why is the State of Alaska willing to spend millions of dollars to attract
tourists and yet eliminate the tiny amount o f $50,000 that protects people who
make authentic Alaska products to sell to those tourists? This $50,000 is Idss than
1% o f what the state plans to give the Tourism Association!!!

The Made in Aiaska program was designed to encourage tourists to purchase
items authentically made in Alaska, which in turn would keep the tourism dollars
within the state. It directly supports and benefits local businesses, the majority o f
them small businesses upon which the state, and our nation is founded. Is this the
way the state o f Alaska chooses to support it’s small businesses, by making cuts
which directly affect their welfare and support? SHAME!!!

I am a lifetime Alaskan, who has been a small-business owner for over
twenty years. I've published eight books on Alaska. As a photojoumalist 1
publish my photographs in all the major outdoor/travel magazines. | promote the
state of Alaska through my journalistic efforts, and I am in direct contact with the
travel industry. I know that when people come to Alaska, they want authentic,

original Alaska-made products.

The Made in Alaska program protects the visitor by providing the products
they want and providing a guarantee. Most importantly, the integrity of the
program adds value to the Alaska experience and the products that the visitor
takes home with them. | urge you to support this valuable program and say YES
to continuing the financial support of the Made in Alaska program.

-

Sincerely,

Adela Batin, Publisher

Publisher
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To: House Fin“"mrp rom m itte e O ffice
PLEASE DISTRIBUTE TO ALL HOUSE

FINANCE COMMITTEE M EMBERS

It is my understanding that there Is a proposal to drastically cut the
amount of funds allocated to the Department of Community and Economic
Development. As aresult, the 550,000 that would have be'm appropriated for
the operation of the MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM wiill be cut - resulting in the
end of the program.

| am very unhappy about this proposal -lam a registered participant in
the MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM, (permit number 3435), and alarge percentage
of my productis purchased by tourists. Having the MIA logo on products is
an important factor in tourist purchases -they feel better about buying
something that was made here in the state, as opposed to Taiwan, and in
many cases, without the MIA logo, there is no way ro tell the difference.

| urge you to restore the monies allocated for the MADE IN ALASKA
PROGRAM - it amounts to less than IStfof the funds you will be giving to the
Tourism Association, and it benefits MANY Alaskan Artisans and vendors.
Please restore and protect the the $50,000 in general funds and authorization
for program receipts that was submitted in Governor Knowle's budget.

Thank you for your consideration.

Robin Hopper

Alaskan Musician and Artisan
MIA Member, #3435

PO Box 670549

Chuglak, AK 99567

email <njneer@ alaska.net>
TelL (907) 688-2032

Fax (907) 688-2032


mailto:njneer@alaska.net
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CUSTOM KNIVES Made In Alaska Permit #4224
AND
FINE ART COLLECTIBLES
P.O. Box 326
Talkeetaft) Ak 99676
Phone(907)733-4424 TO: ALL MEMBERS OP HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE
E-Mail: ntticbighorn@ ga.Bci RE; PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS

As a working artisan who makes my sole livliehood from my business,
| was both apalled and outraged to hear, on very short notice that

the House Finance Committee has recommended thelcutting of all eco-
nomic development funds and related functions from the Department of
Community And Economic Development. As | understand it, this would

totally eliminate the $50,000 within that budget that is currently
earmarked for the operation of the Made In Alaska (MIA) program.

This decision seems extremely paradoxical in that these funds are
being eliminated in order to create $5 million to fund the Alaska
Visitor Industry Association. Though said Association | am sure would
indirectly benefit those of us who make our living serving the tourists
who visit our great state it simply- does not make sense that you

would go to such great:lengths to encourage tourism on the one hand
and then on the other hand cut an essential program such as MIA, whose
sole purpose is to promote quality Alaskan made products for these
same tourists to purchase when visiting.

The MIA program has gone to great lengths to educate tourists on the
value of buying products made in Alaska. Countless times | have heard
tourists who come into my shop complain about the abundance of cheap,
imported items that abound in many of the g ift venues. (I have been
jokingly asked "Where is Tiawan, Alaska, anyway?") These tourists are
eager to buy genuine Alaskan made products and many, many times | have
been complimented on my working studio/shop. Tourists can not only
purchase my goods, but can visit with me in my shop and watch art being
produced. Many have made the comment that this experience is one of the
highlights of their visit. Quite simply, tourists want to see and re-
member Alaska, not by some cheap imported quasi-Alaskan souvenir, but
by taking home a genuine piece of Alaska. The MIA program helps the
discriminating tourists make the right choices. More and more of them
are looking for the MIA logo. When they see it attached to our products
they invariably choose them over the others. It is this kind of ed-
ucated tourist who allows those of us artists and craftspeople to make
our living doing the work that we love.Please do not short-change us
or our valued customers by taking away such a valuable program just
when its effects are becoming so evident. Should we lose the effects
of the MIA program, the tourists you are trying so hard to attract are

certainly going to enjoy a diminished experience while hare. IS THAT
WHAT YOU REALLY WANT?. If so, | for one find this unconscionable and
guestion the value of your recommendation. The $50,000 that you propose
to cut is after all only 1% of the $5 million that you seek to gener-
ate. NEVER before have | seen the potential for such a small percentage
to make such a huge negative impact on the whole that your recommend-
ation w ill do if implemented. Again | urge you to reconsider.

Yours in responsibly promoting Alaska, John W. Saily
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COSTOM KNIVES Made In Alaska Permit #4224
AND
FINE ART COLLECTIBLES
P.O. Box 326
TaHteetnt, Ak 99676
Ptione (907)733*4424 T8: ALL MEMBERS OF HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE
D BUDGET CUTS
As a working artisan who makes my sole livliehood from my business,
I was both apalled and outraged to hear, on very short notice that
the House Finance Committee lias recommended the' cutting of all eco-
nomic development funds and related functions from the Department of
Community And Economic Development. As | understand it, this would

totally eliminate the $50,000 within that budget that is currently
earmarked for the operation of the Made In Alaska (MIA) program.

This decision seems extremely paradoxical in that these funds are
being eliminated in order to create $5 million to fund the Alaska
Visitor Industry Association. Though said Association | am sure would

indirectly benefit those of us who make our living serving the tourists
who visit our great state it simply does not make sense that you

would go to such great' lengths to encourage tourism on the one hand
and then on the other hand cut an essential program such as MIA, whose
sole purpose is to promote quality Alaskan made products for these
same tourists to purchase when visiting.

The MIA program has gone to great lengths to educate tourists on the
value of buying products made in Alaska. Countless times | have heard
tourists who come into my shop complain about the abundance of cheap,
imported items that abound in many of the g ift venues. (I have been
jokingly asked "Where is Tiawan, Alaska, anyway?") These tourists are
eager to buy genuine Alaskan made products and many, many times | have
been complimented on my working studio/shop. Tourists can not only
purchase my goods, but can visit with me in my shop and watch art being
produced. Many have made the comment that this experience is one of the
highlights of their visit. Quite simply, tourists want to see and re -
member Alaska, not by some cheap imported quasi-Alaskan souvenir, but
by taking home a genuine piece of Alaska. The MIA program helps the
discriminating tourists make the right choices. More and more of them
are looking for the MIA logo. When they see it attached to our products,
they invariably choose them over the others. It is this kind of ed-
ucated tourist who allows those of us artists and craftspeople to make
our living doing the work that we love.Please do not short-change us
or our valued customers by taking away such a valuable program just
when its effects are becoming so evident. Should we lose the effects
of the MIA program, the tourists you are trying so hard to attract are

certainly going to enjoy a diminished experience while here. IS THAT
WHAT YOU REALLY WANT?. |If so, | for one find this unconscionable and
guestion the value of your recommendation. The $50,000 that you propose
to cut is after all only 1% of the $5 m illion that you seek to gener-
ate. NEVER before have | seen the potential for such a small percentage
to make such a huge negative impact on the whole that your recommend-
ation w ill do if implemented. Again | urge you to reconsider.

Yours in responsibly promoting Alaska, John W. Saily
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Thistleberries

P.O. Box 383

W illow, Ak 99688

Phone A. FaX (907) 495-1008
E -M ail: thi3tlebcrries@ gci.nel

All Members of the House Finance Committee:

I would like to say “Thank You” on behalf of myselfand artisan friends who bave been
proud sponsors of the Made In Alaska (MIA) program. Your vote of re-inserting the
S50,000 back into the budget to support tbc MIA program is greatly appreciated.

We artists, craftspeople and assorted artisans have come to realize, as well as our loyal
visiting customers, the value of providing top quality authentic products made in Alaska
by Alaskans. As anartist, I do my best to make the visitor knowledgeable on the Made in
Alaska, the silver hands, and the Alaska grown logos. Explaining to them the importance
of these logos and the guarantee each logo brings to them. By purchasing a product with
any of these logos, assures them they have purchased a Made in Alaska product. They
are not some cheap replica that has been imported for quick sales. All too often I hear,
“We come to Alaska and want to purchase something made in Alaska, not something
from China. We can buy that at home.” | am not opposed to all import trade and realize
the international composition of our customer base. For those businesses that choose to
go this route with their products, that is their choice. But I feel that Alaska is deserving
ofonly a genuine representation and try to do this by representing that sentiment in my
products. In my place of business the tourist as well as the local customer prove to me
that they support and respect my beliefs. Made in Alaska is so very important to them.

Thank You once again for your supporting votes concerning the MIA program. | look
forward to your continued support of MIA.

Yours in Responsibility Promoting Alaska,

Ruth A. Holland
@ Thistleberries

THISTLEBERRIES PAGE
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CUSTOM KNIVES
AND
ACCESSORIES

P.O. Box 326

TftlkM iiu, Ak 99676

Phone (907) 733U424
E-Mail: Httlebigkcre@ gd.Bd

TO: ALL MEMBERS, HOUSE FINANCE COMMITEE

RE: MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM

Speaking for myself:andlon behalf of many artisan friends who are proud
sponsors of the Made In Alaska (MIA) program, | would like to express

my gratitude for your vote in favor of re-inserting into your proposed
budget the $50,000 necessary for continued funding of the MIA program.

We as artists, craftspeople and assorted artisans have come to realize,
as have our loyal visiting customers, the value of providing top quality-
authentic products made in Alaska by Alaskans. Our products vary from
foodstuffs to the very best in craft and fine art. In this day and age
it is so easy and tempting to bow to the Ilure of importing cheapened
reproductions of Alaskan products or products that can be easily dis-
guised as "Alaskan", soley for the higher profits that can be gleaned.
It is not that | and others are opposed to all import trade, certainly
we recognize the international composition of our customer base. Some
businesses have opted for the imported goods market and we recognize
that a3 their perogative. But I, and others, feel that Alaska is des-
erving of only a genuine representation and try our best to represent
that sentiment in our products. ICertainly both our tourists and local
customers do so also and their Education and preferences in this regard
do not go unoticed by ue who deal with them on a regular basis in our
places of business.

In view of your recent vote | am both refreshed and hopeful that it is
a vote of confidence in the MIA program. We who support MIA in our bus-
inesses take great pride in giving to our visitors a true taste of
Alaska and feel adamantly that our great State deserves only the best
of genuine representation. We trust that this vote of confidence por-
trays a like feeling on your part and I, for one, am grateful and look
forward to your continued support of MIA.

Yours in Responsibly Promoting Alaska,

Little Bighorn Custom Knives
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CUSTOM KNIVES Made In Alaska Permit #4224
AND
FINE ART COLLECTIBLES

P.O.Box 326
TfKuetM, Ak 99676
Phone (907) 733-4424 TO! ALL MEMBERS OF BOOSE FINANCE COMMITTEE
E-Mail: UttfcMghora@ gd.net

RE: PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS

As a working artisan who makes my sole livliehood from my business,
I was both apalled and outraged to hear, on very short notice that

the House Finance Committee has recommended the- cutting of all eco-
nomic development funds and related functions from the Department of
Community And Economic Development, As | understand it, this would

totally eliminate the $50,000 within that budget that is currently
earmarked for the operation of the Made In Alaska (MIA) program.

This decision seems extremely paradoxical in that these funds are
being eliminated in order to create $5 million to fund the Alaska
Visitor Industry Association. Though said Association | am sure would
indirectly benefit those of us who make our living serving the tourists
who visit our great sta':e it simply- does not make sense that you

would go to such great: lengths to encourage tourism on the one hand
and then on the other hand cut an essential program such as MIA, whose
sole purpose is to promote quality Alaskan made products for these
same tourists to purchase when visiting.

The MIA program has gone to great lengths to educate tourists on the
value of buying products made in Alaska. Countless times | have heard
tourists who come into my shop complain about the abundance of cheap,
imported items that abound in many of the g ift venues,.(l have been
Jokingly asked '"Where is Tiawan, Alaska, anyway?") These tourists are
eager to buy genuine Alaskan made products and many, many times | have
been complimented on my working studio/shop. Tourists can not only
purchase my goods, but can visit with me in my shop and watch art being
produced. Many have made the comment that this experience is one of the
highlights of their visit. Quite simply, tourists want to see and re-
member Alaska, not by some cheap imported quasi-Alaskan souvenir, but
by taking home a genuine piece of Alaska. The MIA program helps the
discriminating tourists make the right choices. More and more of them
are looking for the MIA logo. When they see it attached to our products,
they invariably choose them over the others. It is this kind of ed-
ucated tourist who allows those of us artists and craftspeople to make
our living doing the work that we love.Please do not short-change us
or our valued customers by taking away such a valuable program just
when its effects are becoming so evident. Should we lose the effects

of the MIA program, the tourists you are trying so hard to attract are

certainly going to enjoy a diminished experience while here. 1S THAT
WHAT YOU REALLY WANT?. If so, | for one find this unconscionable and
guestion the value of your recommendation. The $50,000 that you propose
to cut is after all only 1% of the $5 million that you seek to gener-
ate. NEVER before have | seen the potential for such a small percentage
to make such a huge negative impact on the whole that your recommend-
ation w ill do if implemented. Again | urge you to reconsider.

Yours in responsibly prompting Alaska, John W, Sally
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‘O 0OMINGMAK"’

MUSK OX PRODUCERS' CO-OPERATIVE

604 H Street

VIDT LLANDKNITS Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Y (907) 272-9225

March 2, 2000

TO: All Members of tho House Finance Committee

FROM: .Signm C. Robertson

Wec have learned that all the funds relaicd to economic development and related functions are
being cut from the Department ol Community and Economic Development, and we wish to
express ou. disapproval. Particularly concerning to us are that the funds for M APR IN ALASKA,

a very successful program, are completely eliminated.

MADK IN ALASKA is an important program to small business such as ours, in that it clearly
helps the buying public identify product!: that are Made in Alaska. Tltis program has been valuable
in cstablisliing authentic Alaskan goods, and distinguishing them from cheap imitation products,
stamped with Alaska, made abroad or elsewhere in the United States.

Our understanding is that the cut was made to finance the marketing of Alaska for the tourism
industry, which certainly i« an important project, if we wish to prosper from the large renewable
resource, tourists. However, acut to the MADF. IN ALASKA program would be voiy
detrimental, since it would take many of those same tourist dollar's generated by the tourism
marketing effort and sending them outside of Alaska, rather than circulating them in Alaska to

grow the economy.

PLEASE GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO FUNDING TJIF MADE IN ALASKA
PROGRAM.

ARCTIC IANUKNITS - 10M QIVIUT
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Cameron Birch Syrup & Confections, Inc.

March 2, 2000
To: House Finance Committee

For distribution:

Eldon Mulder Gene Therriault
Alan Austcrman Con Bunde

John Davies Gary Davis
Richard Foster Ben Grussendorf
Carl Moses Gail Phillips

Bill Williams

Fax: 907-465-6813
RE Budget Cuts/Made in Alaska Program

I understand that the proposed budget cuts will in effect eliminate the current Made in Alaska
program. Inview of the Fact that the Finance Commirree wishes to contribute a large amount of
funding to the Alaska Visitor Industry Association, it seems inappropriate at least and absurd at
most to disregard such a significant element of our tourism industry—the recognized and
respected symbol of products truly made here in Alaska.

This year Cameron Birch Syrup Is celebrating its 10thanniversary—"Tappinginto 2000 u—an<i Our
success in large part ha* been due to enthusiastic support from the state and exposure through
the Made in Alaska program. Wk are a leader in Alaska's birch syrup industry which now claims
seven commercial syrupmakers throughout the state. Our products are marketed in-state and
out of state, and we are currently negotiating a five-year contract with a nme/or European
distributor of health and nutrition products for all the syrup we can produce. Inaddition, I am
being "tapped” for speaking engagements at international conferences and for consulting with
potential birch syrup producers in Canada.

As everyone knows, manufacturing in Alaska is more challenging than In any other state, and yet
small businesses make up a large part of Alaska's economy. The Alaskan spirit is alive and well;
the state should be proud of that and should actively protect and promote its native produces.
Competition is tough from products made outside the state and country that trade on the
Alaskan name and image.

I urge you to restore funding in the budget specifically for the Made in Alaska program, $50,000
in general funds (no increase from prior years) and authorization for program receipts. Don't sell
out Alaskan manufacturers to Outside businesses.

Cimeron Birch Syp SEonfections, Inc

1998 Alaska Manufacturero ftho Year



Norma & John

From: Norma & John <dantete@customcpu,com>

To: Representative Eldonmullder@legis.state.ak.us>; <RepresentatlveGeneTherriault@leg!s.ak.us>
Sent Thursday, March 02, 2000 1:25 PM

Subject: MADE IN ALASKA ??

Is that made in Alaska ?? The tourist asks, but no question when it" is "labeled " Made in Alaska"lt seems
that over the past 20 some years of being in business it Does concern the tourist!!

As owner of the Alaska Dall & Ornament Co. and a member of Made In Alaska Program since it started: it
has come to my attention that as of June the program may cease, and all the hard work to get the program
towhere itis today will be lost I!' This Is a very Important part of the tourism industry and ha3 been
overwelmlingly accepted in the state. The program assists many business with the tools to sell their items
or; awebsite, The Product Directory , and being protected by with labeling of products!! and acts as a
watchdog for products that are not produced here; and labeling them as though they were. Alaska

business needs this protection. This Program

is only a fraction of the budget and should not be eliminated 11
We small business owners are proud of our state and Proud of our products and our elected officials should
keep the program in tact as to promote small business, and help preserve the livelyhoods of the families

that depend on tourism In our state!!
On behalf of all who haven't had an opportunityto E-mail or get a hold of any of you | would like you to
reconsider notfunding" Made in Alaska" . Steven Rouse needs to be commended on the achievements

that the program was intended to do, and should be given the support of the State
Officials 1lI!

Will you please distribute this to all the Members of the House Finance Committee TODAY I
It it for the commongood of Small business In Alaska

Sincerely,

Norma Daniels
Small business owner

03/02/2000
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March 2, 2000

To: House Finance Committee

It has just been brought to my attention that the Finance Committee has cut all
economic development funds and related functions from the Department o f Community
and Economic Development. Within that budget was the $50,000 earmarked for operation
of MADE IN ALASKA. As an Alaskan artisan who depends on tourist dollars every year
to keep her business up and running I cannot begin to express ray dismay, concern and
outrage! To eliminate this program means letting manufacturers send their second rate
copies of Alaskan made art and crafts into our state, which will successfully destroy the
income of many Alaskan artists, artisans and crafters. Visitors to our state come here
looking for authentic Alaskan artwork; not something which was manufactured overseas
and is usually of poor quality. Just think how you would feel if you bought something to
commemorate your visit to a special place and it fell apart after you got it home. For ever
after you would be left with the impression that products made in Alaska where cheap and
therefore, Alaskan's were only out to get your money - take you for a "'ride™, so to speak.
Is this conducive to the tourist trade you are trying so hard to increase? Why you spend
millions of dollars to attract tourists and at the same time cut the only program which
assures them of authentic, quality merchandise is totally beyond comprehension. Our
visitors are very interested in our art and culture and have a strong desire for authenticity.
I receive many requests for my specific location so they can visit simply because of that
little sticker which assures them my products were, in fact, Made In Alaska.

I am terribly concerned that the impact of cuts to the DCED budget will eliminate
MADE IN ALASKA and am requesting that funding for MADE IN ALASKA, at the level
submitted in Governor Knowles' budget, be restored and protected. That amount is $50K
in general funds AND authorization for program receipts

Please support us in our effort!

Sincerely,

Leslie K. Kozcluh
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Obeare Photography

Arne Grisham P.O. Box 888 Kenai, Alaska 99661

March 2, 2000

To all House Finance Committee Members:

I am very concerned and outraged about the proposal to cut the funding for operation of Made
In Alas' a. This is a very important program for the State of Alaska and all the people who par-
ticipate init.

Abeare Photography is a very active participant in this program. We take pride in the fact that
all of our products are 100% Made Th Alaska. This program is important to all those who par-
ticipate and the level submitted in Governor Knowles budget o f $50.K needs to be restored and

protected.

Authentic Alaskan products are important to the State of Alaska and the people who purchase
them and we need all of your help to keep this program on track.

I, for one, am very tired of seeing so called Alaskan products with labels stating they are made in
China, Korea, Taiwan, etc.

Thank you for your time.

Arne Grisham
Abeare Photography
Made In Alaska permit #3841

Phone: 907-283-2691 Fax: 907-283-2768 abearefajpiialaska. net
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TO: All Members

House Finance Committee  FAX: 907-465 8813
FROM: Jerry ILeslie Gustafson FAX: 907-488-2551
White Spruce Enterprises, Ino. PHONE: 007-488-3004
DATE: March 2, 2000
SUBJECT: Made In Alaska NO, OF PAGES: 1

Dear House Finance Committee Members:

Iwould like to address my concern with the decision to eliminate funding for the MAKE IN
ALASKA program.

This program protects people who make authentic Alaskan products to seii to tourists as well as
to Alaskans This could allow any person, using any products, to market them as Alaskan—
which Is a deceiving practice and will be done without a program Implemented such as MADE IN
ALASKA. The $50,000 earmarked for this operation Is worth the investment to the goods made
In Alaska and marketed as such.

Please support the level submitted In Governor Knowles' budget—that amount of $50,000 In
general funds and authorization for program receipts.

We run a small sawmill operation producing house logs, as well as rough lumber. We have a
growing value-added market of storage hams, garages, and frame cabins. It Is Important to us to
market rtas MADE IN ALASKA, (see www.whitesDruce.com)

Thank you for reviewing this decision.
Sincerely.

Leslie Gustafson
Vice President

WHITE SPRUCE ENTERPRISES, Inc,
10293 Old Valdez Trail
Satcha, AK 99714

uwv.whitcspruce.com
whilcsprucc”niosaultonct.com


http://www.whitesDruce.com
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SUPERIOR PRODUCTS INC.

Creator and Maker of ALASKAN MADE Pre-Cut Log Systems
™

I N
March 2, 2000

To: House Finance Committee Office
Attention: ALL Committee Members
FAX# 465-6813

From: Jerry Green of Superior Products, Inc. & SuperiorLogs
FAX # (907) 345-0323 CELL # (907) 244-7476 OFFICE # (907) 345-3323
E-mail: alaskalog@gci.net Web site: alaskamall.com/alaskalog

# Pages: 1
Subject: Made In Alaska program budget cuts

Dear Committee Members,

As the Alaskan manufacturer of pre-cut Superior Logs since 1983,1 have watched
the “Made In Alaska” program grow to become a viable presence & advocate for

the Alaskan entrepreneur.

I have been informed you plan to do away with this low cost, high affect program. 1|
have found a great deal of misrepresentation by Lower 48 log manufacturers &
dealers presenting themselves to our Alaskan public as Alaskan products using the
“Made In Alaska” symbol over the years. Through the efforts of the “Made In
Alaska” program, this has been successfully stopped, but you want to bring it back.

The “Made In Alaska” program efforts protect the Alaskan manufacturer, artists,
fabricator, craftsperson & agricultural businesses from outside misrepresentation of
what actually is an ALASKAN PRODUCT. One of the reason tourists come to
Alaska is for authentic Alaskan products which NOW seem to be in jeopardy.

I have provided projects for Princess Tours, ARA Denali Parks Hotel, ERA
Aviation, Residence Inn, lodge owners, lenders & many tourism providers. They all
make note of the “Made In Alaska” logo we display in our literature & ads.

The current combination of private & State participation in the “Made In Alaska”
program is excellent & inexpensive. You are now creating a very, very serious
business breech for the “true” Alaskan creator.

I request you reinstate this program immediately & let me know by email, fax or tel
# with the result. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter in advance.

"Simple yet SUPERIOR"
MAILING: P.O. 11046S
PHONE (907) 345-3323 ANCHORAGE. AK

FAX (907) 345-0323 99511-°46£
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Most humbly and sincerely,
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March 02, 2000

Summit Windows and Doors, Inc.
7950 King Street
Anchorage AK 99518
phone: 907-522-7757
fax: 907-522-7457

DELIVER TO: ALL MEMBERS ofthe House finance Committee Office
fax: 907-465-6813

RE: Funding for the MADE IN ALASKA Program

We, at Summit Windows and Doors, Inc. are extremely displeased and concerned at
your proposed cut in funding of the MADE IN ALASKA program . As a long time permit
holder, we want to encourage you to re-think the decision to eliminate the $50,000,00
in order to come up with funds for the new Alaska Visitor Industry Associat'on.

The MADE IN ALASKA program is essential in assuring consumers that they are
getting authentic products manufactured in our state. Without this program, there will
be NO way to identify Alaska-made products, which will affect consumers when

making purchase decisions.

Again, we ask that you restore the $50,000.00 in general funds and authorization for
program receipts, as submitted in Governor Knowles' budget. This amount is a mere
fraction of a percentage of which you are willing to spend on the Tourism Association.

Alaskans prefer MADE IN ALASKA products. Legislators should support Alaskan
manufacturers who employ workers, pay taxes and votel

Stewart Barne:
President

.01
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FROM : Kadiak Island Winery FAX NO. i
Tarc | Q) !
ri'o iii: JOim LUCaS <jjiuC8S @ pti2:35KS .r;Si>
To: Rfttirftssntstivs Eldon Mit!dsrf3'isclis.st3ld.2k.L)&

<Representative_Eldon_Mulder@ legis.state.ak.u5>
Cste:  Thursday, March 02,2000 0:23 AM
Subiect: Mmade In Alaska Proaram.

D»ar Sir, Wo would like to express our concern, disapproval and outrage over the impact of cuts to the DCED
budget that will elmlnate the Made in Alaska program. We are requesting that the portion of Gov. Knowls
budgei 29 restored and protected of which S50K in general funds and auFhorizaiion for program receipts be

included.
» We are a smaii business Just starting up , producers of Alaskan
berry wines. We wiill rely on the tourist trade of which the state has spent millions of dollars promoting. In the

few months we have been in business wa have already received inqueries from out of stats residence thru the
Made in Alaska program. We feel the cuts will have a great detrimental impact on small businesses In Alaska.
respectfully John and Judy Lucas
Kodiak Island Winery
P.O. box 5630
Chiniak Ak. 59615

P.S. oloase forward this to all House Finance Committee members.

3/2/00
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March 1,2000

House Finance Committee Office
Attention: ell Houso Finance Committee members.

My husband and 1have owned a wildlife photography business for 12 hears. Ourwork has been
carried in the gift shops o f the Smithsonian Museum, Yellowstone National Park, Zion National Park,

the Columbus Zoo, the SantaBarbara Zoo, the Anchorage Zoo, the Anchorage Museum o f History
and Art, the Alaska Natural History Association, countless gifts shops within Alaska, and, more re-
cently, worldwide through our \WWeb site over the Internet. Our work, promoting Alaska as a tourism
destination, has been featured innational ad campaigns thathave appeared in National Geographic,
Life, Smithsonian, Newsweek, Sports Illustrated, Field and Stream, People and Alaska Magazines as
well as The Washington Post, and The New York Times. Our photos have graced the covers o f books,
calendars, notecards, andvideos that can be found in every gift shop in this State.

Foryears, we have depended on the MADE IN ALASKA program, especially its trade show, to help
us grow our business and make the contacts that have lead us to the success we now enjoy. Therefore,
we are outraged that the House Finance Committee members have chosen to cut the DCED budget and
eliminate MADE INALASKA program. We ask thatyou restore the funding for MADE IN ALASKA
at the level submitted in Governor Knowles’ budget and protected it from future assaults. VWe under-
stand the amount is $50K ingeneral funds AND authorization for program receipts.

Why is Alaska willingto spend MILLIONS to attract tourists and yet eliminate the tiny amount that
protects people who make authentic Alaska products to sell to those tourists? The $50K is less than
1% 0 fwhat the House Finance Committee is planning to give the Tourism Association.

We urge you to reconsider your shortsighted approach to this issue, and restore all requested fundingto
the MADE INALASKA program immediately.

Sincerely,
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FROM : flIK WILD BERRY PROD PHONE NO. : 90? 562 5467?

ALASKA WILD BERRY PRODUCTS
5225 JUNEAU STREET » ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99518

PH. (907) 562-8858 FAX (907) 562-5467
DATE: March 2, 2000
TO: House Fiuaucc Committee
Representative Eldon Mulder, Chair o

Representative Gene Therriault, Co-Chair
Representative Con Bunde, Vicc-Chair
Representative Alan Austerman
Representative Gary Davis
Representative Richard Foster
Representative Gail Phillips
Representative Bill Williams
Representative John Davies
Representative Ben Grussendorf
Representative Carl Moses

FROM: Pej~r GMEdetyPresident and Owner, Alaska Wild Berry Products

As the owner of Alaska Wild Berry Products, an Alaskan business that
manufactures products in Alaska, employs over 80 Alaskans during tourist season, and
attracts tourists to our great state, | request that you restore $50,000.00 of development
funds earmarked for the MADE IN ALASKA program to the Department o f Community

and Economic Development.

It has come to my attention that in an effort to contribute $5 million to the new
Visitor Industry Association, the House Finance Committee has cut all economic
development funds and related functions from the budget of the Department of
Community and Economic Development. Included in the funds cut was $50,000.00
designated for the operation of MADE IN ALASKA.

Without MADE IN ALASKA, Alaskan manufacturers will have no protection
from logo misuse, there will be no permits, and no promotion of products made in
Alaska. Promoting Made In Alaska Products supports Alaskan manufacturers and serves
to stimulate the state’s economy by employing Alaskans.

Additionally, there are many products on the market in Alaska that imitate and/or
represent to be products made in Alaska. Alaskan manufacturers, employing Alaskan
citizens, and promoting the growth of the economy of the Slate, are unable to compete
with products manufactured outside the Slate of Alaska. Based upon the higher cost of
manufacturing in Alaska, imitation Alaskan products can be manufactured outside Alaska
that use the name “Alaska,” and sell for a lower price. As such, imitation Made In
Alaska products are more attractive to tourists, and outsiders. Without MADE IN
ALASKA to protect Alaskan manufacturers our viability in the Alaskan marketplace will

be destroyed.

MAIL ORDER GIFTS GIFT AND CURIO SHOP WHOLESALE AND RJETAIL
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FROM : AK WILD BERRY PROD PHONE NO. : 907 562 5467

House Finance Committee
March 2,2000
Page 2 0f2

It is imperative to Alaskan manufacturers that funding for MADE IN ALASKA
be restored and protected at the level submitted in Governor Knowles budget, $50,000.00
in general funds, and authorization for program receipts.

If the House Finance Committee is unwilling to restore the budget, I respectfully
request an explanation regarding why the legislature is willing to spend millions of
dollars to attract tourists to our state, yet eliminate the minimal amount of funding that
goes far to protect the manufacturers of authentic Alaskan products. Please note,
$50,000.00 is less than one per cent of the budgeted amount that will be given to the

Tourism Association.

MAIL ORDER GIFTS GIFT AND CURIO SHOP WHOLESALE AND RETAIL



U'llouj W ildlife PHONE NO. : 907 495 5811 Feb. 28 2000 10:19PM PI

March 1,2000

To: All Members, House Finance Committee
From: David Totten

Ref. Made In Alaska Funding

| am the owner and sole artist at Willow Wildlife Art Gallery at Mile 85 on
the Parks Highway, north of Willow. | have been a member of Made In
Alaska (MIA) for several years and am appalled that you would consider
cutting funds for such a necessary organization. Many of our visitors are
from outside of Alaska and tell us that they appreciate knowing the
products in my shop are made here in this state. This is assured by the
two-bear logo of MIA. The amount of MIA funding is small compared to
the projected funding to the new Alaska Visitor Industry Association and
there is no reason that it could not be included in those funds. Please
continue to orotect the artisans and craftspeople of Alaska and their
influx of products from other countries.

Javid fotten, Willow Wildlife Art Gallery
Phone:(907)495-1090
Fax: (907) 495-5811
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FROM: NANCY BORG

COMPANY: NOMAD ART AND DESIGN
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.us> <Representative_Gene_Themault@legis.st
ate.ak.us>,<steven_rouse@makeitalaskan.com>
From: Shadow Mountain Trading Company <shadowmountain@ wortdnet.attnet>
Subject: MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM

bS= Faae lof z
Attached: A

Fifty thousand dollars - $50,000 - an extremely low price for the benefits we, as Made in Alaska
Permit Holders, receive through the Made in Alaska Program. Shadow Mountain Trading Co. is
run by two Permit Holders, and we sell art and products made by 29 other permit holders from

Alaska.

Our store is on the cruise ship dock here in Ketchikan, and we have noticed over the past two
years (especially), that the Cruise lines are educating their passengers about the special
value of Made In Alaska-marked products. They are teling their people that if they want the
"real thing", be sure to look for the Made in Alaska symbol or the Silver Hand symbol. Our
visitors are not dumb, as some storekeepers in the past liked to believe. We receive comments
daily from Summer visitors that its nice to see so much "real stuff' all in one place (at our store)
after going through store after store full of Imported curios. | have witnessed customers
rejecting an item that does not cany the symbol for one that does - in my own store!

| rememberwhen the program was begun back in the 80’s - it sounded so great., then it went
through its growing pain9, with good ideals bul iittle enforcement, and other "development”
problems. Although I've never told them directly (and | should have), the Non-profit (Steve
Rouse) and the $50,000 per year that keeps this program running has made Alaska_-made
products finally atand out among the foreign-made imported tourist "stuff - we're finally

recognized and preferred.

Now that ft is @ viable, workable, extremely cost-effective and valuable program, please,
please, don't kick the bucket out from under us now! | know there’'s a budget crunchl Look at
the statistics a little - unemployment is rampant in Southeast, tourism is tho only growing
industry, small businesses make up the majority of business (period!) in Alaska... "Little people"
like us, the Alaskan artist and crafter (and there are very very many of us) use the Made in
Alaska to help with product advertising (through its website and its product catalogue), we use
the stickers to identify our products, there are real enforcements going on after people who
abuse the use ofthe symbol, and frankly, now people finally recognize it and look for it - why "kill"
it? Many of our 29 artists use ineir Alaska-made art to augment their family income - it's their
"otherjob"! Cutting the program will make their work less valuable in a short time as the
"vultures and liars" again start telling the innocent visitors that, "of course, my dear, everything
here is made in Alaska”. Like | said, our visitors aren't dumb - and they leave with a real sour
taste for Alaska and Alaskans in general when they know they've been lied to and cheated.
Most of all, most of the artists would have to give up their "part-time" jobs of making art - and
that's the biggest shame of all.

Printed for Shadow Mountain Trading Company <shadowmountain@... 1
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,<R*praientative_Gefre_Themautt*legis.state.ak.us>,<stevan_rou, 04:17 PM 3/3/00 -0900, MADE Il
paye

Fifty thousand dollars - its notjust a couple of guys you feed to stand around - this non-profit
has worked their fannies offfor us! I urge you - line item them out of this bUd%@t cut - they're
ina "different category” thatis not only using their funding well, but stretching it out.
Quite literally, for every dollar that has gone into them, like seeds, they've sprouted, nurtured and
grown better things. The program is over the "development hump" - its sailing —

Please, don't pull the plug and make us all go down....

Arilee Carlson and Terry Davis
along with 29 other Made in Alaska artists
in and around Ketchikan and Southeast Alaska

9<?-225-&6 19
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FAXTO'" House Finance Committee ATTN, ALL MEMBERS 907-465-6813

FROM: Denali Dreams Soap Company

March 3, 2000
Topic: Made inAJcska

Dear House Finance Committee:

As a small business InAlaska, we are very concerned that the cuts to the Department

of Community and Economic Development budget will eliminate the
MADt INALASKA program. We relyon MADE INALASKA as a source for networking with

fellowAlaskans tor products and serviceswe might need. We appreciate the effort
MADE INALASKA makes to further the business enterprises inour state. Itisalso
important to us thatwe maintain the International Trade Office.

Please make sure that funding for MADE INAIASKA as submitted InGovernor Knowles
budget be restored -$50K Ingeneral funds and authorization for program receipts.

We are working hard to compete Inthe Alaska tourist market and have found MADE 1IN
ALASKA a real support towards helping small businesses like ours. They are always
ready to answer questions or help out Inany way possible. They work hard promoting
ALASKA businesses, a real advocate for us littleguys. Itisimportant to attract tourists,
but Ktisequally important or more so, to support fellowAlaskans.

We urge you tomake sure MADE INALASKA stays inthe budget to help all Alaska
business persons.

Sincerely.
Janie Taylor and Barb Marsh I ( ( &- (&
owners, Denali Dreams

Fine Handcrafted Soaps & Accessories
1300W  Av*ni*r, Anclicxo o AK 99503

(907) 222-2644
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INIEPStRIE arnnos corporation wondert

2248 Spanard Road / P.O. Box 92317/ AnchoroQe, AK 99509
(907) 277-3548 / Oraor Fax: 1-800-478-1925 /Fax: (907) 277-3243

March I, 2000
To: House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Juneau, Alaska
Re: Make It Alaska Program

| um an employee ofInterstate Brands Corporation (Wonder Bread) in Anchorage. |

have been toldthat thefunding has been stoppedfor the Make JtAlaska Prog_ram and

thatthe program is beingstopped | am very upset that this is happening. This

E/\r/ogram has helped keep localjobs in our bakery andfrozen breadin Washington.

th_eS are all taxpayers and voters andfeel like we have been shafted. Please reconsider
IS move.

Respectfully,
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interstate arRnns corporation WONDER*

2248 Spenard Road / P.O. Box 92517/ Anchorage, AK 99509
(907) 277-3548 / Ordor Fax; 1.800-478-1925/ Fax; g(907) 271-3243

lostess

jMfarcft 1,2000

To: House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Re: Make ItAlaska Program

| am an employee o fInterstate Brands Corporation (Wonder Bread) in Anchorage. |

have been told that thefunding has been stoppedfor the Make It Alaska Program and

thattheprogram is being stopped. | am very upsetthat this is happening. This

program has helped keep localjobs in our bakery andfrozen breadin Washington,

t\{]V_e are all taxpayers and voters andfeel like we have been shafted. Please reconsider
IS move.
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MIErsTRTE Branos corporation WONDER

03-03*2000 17:21 Fren-1BC

2240 Spenard Road /P.O. Box 92517 1Anchorage. AK 99509
(907) 277*35481Order Fax: 1-800-478*19251Fax: (907) 277-3243

March 1,2000

To: House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Re: Make ItAlaska Program

| am an employee o finterstate Brands Corporation (Wonder Bread) in Anchorage. |
have been toldthat thefunding has been stoppedfor the Make ItAlaska Program and

that the program is being stopped, | am very upsetthat this is happening. This
program has helped keep localjobs in our bakery andfrozen breadin Washington.
We are all tax payers and voters andfeel like we have been shafted. Please reconsider

this move.

Respectfully,
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MS -
INtEPSTRTE BPRNDS CQPPOPRLtIQn VWONDER:

2248 Spsnard Roaa / P.O. Box 92517 / Anchoraaa, AK 99509
(907) 277-3548 / Order Fax: 1-800-478-19251Fax; (907) 277-0243

March J, 2000

To: House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Re; Make It Alaska Program

| am an employee ofInterstate Brands Corporation (Wonder Bread) in Anchorage, |
have been told that thefunding has been stoppedfor the Make ItAlaska Prog_ram and

that the program Is being stopFed | am very upsetthat this is happening. This
program has helped keep localjobs In our bakery andfrozen bread in Washington,
we are all taxpayers and voters andfeel like vehave been shafted Please reconsider

this move.

Respectfully,
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mtersiRie Brnnos corporation wonder

2245 Sponard Road /P.O. Box 92517 /Anchorage. AK 99509
(907) 277-3548 /Order Tax: 1-800-478-1925 /Fax. (907) 277-3243
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March 1,2000

To: House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Re: Make It Alaska Program

lam an employee ofInterstate Brands Corporation (Wonder Bread) in Anchorage. |
have been told that thefunding has been stoppedfor the Make It Alaska Program and
that theprogram is being stopped. 1 am very upset that this is happening. This
rogram has helped keep localjobs in our bakery andfrozen bread in Washington.
eare all taxpayers and voters andfeel like we have been shafted. Please reconsider

this move.
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03-03-2000 17:21 Froi-IBC

2248 Spenarfl Road | P.O. Box 92517 /Anchorage, AK 99509
(907) 277-3548 / Order Fax: 1-800-478-19251 Fax; (907) 277-3243

March 1,2000

To: House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Re: Make It Alaska Program

lam an employee ofInterstate Brands Corporation (Wonder Bread) in Anchorage. |
have been toldthat thefunding has been stoppedfor the Make It Alaska Program and

that theprogram is being stopped. | am very upsetthat this is happening. This
rogram has helped keep localjobs in our_bake%andfrozen bread in Washington.
eare all taxpayers and voters andfee  like we have been shafted. Please reconsider

this move.

Respectfully,

Citato*
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US

iniersiRie Brunos corparRtian wondert

2248 Spenard Road /P.O. Box 92517/ Anchorage, AK 99509
(907) 277-3548/ Order Fax: 1-800-47B-1925/ Fax: (907) 277*3243

March 1,2000
To: House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Juneau, Alaska
Re: Make It Alaska Program

lam an employee ofInterstate Brands Corporation (Wonder Bread) in Anchorage. |
have been told that thefunding has been stoppedfor the Make It Alaska Prog_ram and
that the program is being stopped. | am very upsetthat this is happening. This
rogram has helped keep localjobs in our bakery andfrozen bread in Washington.
e are all tax payers and voters andfeel like we have been shafted. Please reconsider

this move.

Respectfully,

1813.(0  WicVvjL.-f ip
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March 1,2000
To: House Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature

Juneau, Alaska
Re; Make It Alaska Program

| am an employee ofInterstate Brands Corporation (Wonder Bread) in Anchorage, |
have been told that thefunding has been stoppedfor the Make It Alaska Prog_ram and

that theprogram is being stopped. 1 ant very upset that this is happening. This
program has helped keep localjobs in our bakery andfrozen breadin Washington.

thV\l_e are all taxpayers and voters andfeel like we have been shafted. Please reconsider
IS move.

Respectfully,
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2248 Sponard Road /P.O. Box 925)7 /Anchorage, AK 99509
(907) 277-3548 / Order Fax: 1-800-478-1925 /Fax: (907) 277-3243
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March 1,2000

To: House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Re: Make ItAlaska Program

lam an employee oflnterstate Brands Corporation (Wonder Bread) in Anchorage. |
have been toldthat thefunding has been stoppedfor the Make ItAlaska Program and
that the program is being stopped. | am very upset that this is happening. This
rogram has helped keep localjobs in our_baker){]andfrozen bread in Washington.
e are all taxpayers and voters andfeel like we have been shafted. Please reconsider

this move.

Respectfully,
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March 1,2000

To: House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Re. Make ItAlaska Program

| am an employee oflnterstate Brands Corporation (WonderBread) in Anchorage. |
have been told that thefunding has been stoppedfor the Make It Alaska Program and
that the program is being stopped. | am very upset that this is happenlr\ﬁ. This
rogram has helped keep localjobs in our bakery andfrozen breadin Washington,
e are all taxpayers and voters andfeel like we have beenshafted. Please reconsider

this move.
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March J, 2000

To: House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Re:  MakeltAlaska Program

lam an employee ofInterstate Brands Corporation (Wonder Bread) in Anchorage. |
have been toldthat thefunding has been stoppedfor the Make It Alaska Program and

that the program is being stopped. | am very upset that this is happening. This
program has helped keep localjobs in our bakery andfrozen bread in Washington,
We are all taxpayers and voters andfeel like we have been shafted. Please reconsider

this move.
pectfulfy,
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Raymond Eugana Brady
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Dear Houie Firanoe Committee Meroer,
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Raymond Eugane Brady V (907)696-7292 *13/3/00 ©5:05 PM

Dear House Finance Commttee Merber,
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Dear All of the House Finance Committee

I must congratulate all of you on you infinite wisdom in getting rid of the Made in Alaska program. You
are so wise to have us import more thing* J&m Seattle and get rid of Alaska Made Products. Why would
wc want to createjob* here in Alaska and have the money stay in Alaska when we can send it to Seattle? |
didn’t realize that I was so stupid to try to create products that we import from Seattle, Why didn’tyou
campaign with the idea of importing more from Seattle and get rid of Alaska Product. 1have to think that
your are sure to get reelected when ever you run. You arc sure saving a lot when you cut $50,000 and you
must have dug deep to find a small amount like this.

PS
Makers of Alaska Gold Comport, Potting Soil and Sandblasting Media of which is made from waste
material and manufactured and sold here in Alaska

ENVIRONMENTAL RECYCLING, INC.
P.O. Box 92229
Anchorage, Alaska USA 99509-2229
Telephone: 907-243-8577 « FAX 907-248-2402
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March 3,2000

To:
All liuuse Finance Committee Members;

Lam very concerned about (he impact of cuts to the DCED budget which will eliminate
the MADE IN ALASKA program funding. | request that the funding for the MADE IN
ALASKA Program at the level submitted in Governor Knowles' budget be restored and
protected. That amount is S50K in general funds and authorization for program receipts.

Windsong Designs is an Alaskan family owned business which provides 75% of our
entire family income. We produce Alaskan ornaments and nativity sets which are marketed
primarily to Alaskans and visitors of Alaska. The MADE IN ALASKA program is very
Important to our business. The Frogram assists Us in letting our buyers know that they are
buying a QUALITY Made In Alaska product. There is much competition from products which
are imported from the Far East. My buyers arc looking for products which arc Miidc in Alaska.
Through the use of the MADE IN ALASKA stickers and program, wc arc able to.let our buyers
know that they arc buying an authentic Alaskan made product. We are proud to be Alaskans
and proud to attach the MADE IN ALASKA slickers to our products. _

One of our own products was just recently reproduced by another company with help
from far cast production companies. They have changed the productjust enough to be within
the copyright laws. People come to Alaska looking for our product which is made jn Alaska.
Without the MADE rN ALASKA program, wc would not have a state wide progr&m to help
designate our product as authentic Alaskan. If Alaska is willing to spend tourisrtl dollars to
attract visitors, we should be willing to spend a small amount to protect the AlaskartS who
make authentic Alaskan products to sell to the tourists who visit our state.

Thank ){ou for your consideration. _
Please leave the funding for the MADE IN ALASKA program intact.

Sincerely,
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March 4, 2000

Members of the House Finance Committee:

Your proposed budget includes cuts to the Alaska public radio system. These
cuts must not be implemented.

The public radio budget has repeatedly taken large cuts over the past years and
can no longer afford to do so. Staff and programming have already been pared
down to bare minimums. Many, many volunteers put in many, many hours to
supplement the budget.

As you are well aware, most of your constituents rely on ﬁ_ub_lic radio for vital
information. Most are in isolated areas of the state and this is their only means of
keeping in touch. Pubiic radio is an essential part of their lives.

Please, do all you can to restore funding for the Alaska public radio broadcasting
system.

Thank you for your time in considering this matter.

Megan and Walter Pasternak
Box 830

Sitka, AK 99835

(907) 747-5943
mwpstnk @ ptialaska.net

TOTAL P.02
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Off-The-Wall, Inc.
P.0. Box 112743
Anchorage, Alaska 99511-2743
Phone (907) 345-2766  Toll Free 1-600-607-27/66  Fax (907) 345-2780

www . offthewal I Inc.oom

March 3, 2000

House Finance Committee Office
Via Fax 1-907-465-6813

Re: MADE IN ALASKA
Attn: ALLHOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

I really can’t believe you folks are considering dropping the MADE IN ALASKA program.
This is one of the very few things that helps level the field for companies like Off-The-Wall, Inc.
who are trying to compete with companies who make everything out of State or overseas.

My company, Off-The-Wall, Inc., makes Alaskan gifts to sell in gift shops around the State and
custom mouse pads for other customers. As our custom mouse pad business grows, we are
talking more and more about relocating to the Lower 48 so that we can be more competitive in
tiiis very large market. The only reasons we are still here is 1) because of our large Alaskan gift
shop market, and 2) because | want to live here. Our biggest selling point right now is that all of
our products are MADE IN ALASKA. The main reason this helps is that there are several large
distributors who copy every good idea and have these products made overseas for less money.
The only two selling points we have left are quality and MADE IN ALASKA.

If you take away the MADE IN ALASKA program, within ayear or two, all of these companies
that make stuff out of State will start claiming MADE IN ALASKA and devalue that selling
point. After that, it won’t make any economic sense for our business to stay in Alaska.

My company will only have about $700,000 in payroll this year, but if you add up all of the
other businesses that will shut down or relocate without this program, it *is* going to make a

substantial economic impact on our State.

I really hope you consider all of the effects of dropping the MADE IN ALASKA program before
you move ahead with doing it. So many other states are bending over backwards to attract new
businesses; it doesn’t make much sense to discourage the businesses that are already here.

President
Off-The-Wall, Inc.


http://www.offthewalllnc.oom

Mar-03-00 01:09P John Easton (907) 842-2776

TO: House Finance Committee
FROM: Andrew deValpine, Dillingham
RE: Funding for public radio

My name isAndrew deValpine and once aweek Ivolunteer to put on
a one-hour radio show of music from around the world at our local public

radio station, KDLG .

One weekday lwas walking down the street and passed a young
Yup 1k boy who was whistling a strange melody. 1didn Tthink much of itat
fiisi, except that it lodged inmy head, and 1began whistling it to myself, and
then 1noticed itwas a melody familiar to me, and finally I realized that it
was from a show I did the previous Sunday - traditional wedding music

from the east coast of Africa.

My show is, to say the least, often full of challenging - by that I mean
extremely unfamiliar - music and, consequently, isprobably not broadly
popular. But this small incident reminded me ofwhy 1%e always
appreciated public radio, and that 3 because of its ability to take us
someplace we ordinarily wouldn Tgo and, as a result, we grow and expand

our horizons.

Our resources this far away are limited and we are pretty isolated as it
is. We need every venue we can get to connect to the rest of the state and
world, not to mention simply to our region, which is the size of the state of
Ohio. KDL G and pubiic radio link us as no other medium can or will, and 1
encourage you to fully support - and, indeed, increase - funding for public
radio in Alaska.

Andrew deValpine
Dillingham
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Alaska S tate Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the .F t'QfInCSn
comniitiee name

committee on nB 31" _ ,dated h/s/7no
bill/subject

| am writing to express my concern on possible funding cuts to Public
Broadcasting as a result of House Bill 312.

| live an isolated community of Alaska. Like many small town Alaskans | get
much of my entertainment for radio. | depend on Public Broadcasting to
bring me family entertainment, accurate news, both local and world wide and
a varied view of the worjd. | know that when I turn on the radio, I will get
programs produced for Alaskans in Alaska instead of canned top 40 music.

| appreci \.te that my local radio station, KCAW, offers the best local news

coverage L*vefound anywhere in Alaska. | also can find regularly scheduled
programming suitable for children and dinner time without advertisments ad
nauseam for stores and services not available in Alaska.

Sincerelv

Marg. Parsons

Testifier
T ax T'awbz.s
Representing (Optional)

P ofeoxl1l (prCol

Address

"IH |-
Fhone No.

TOTAL P.01
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March 3,2000

Dear House Finance Committee Members,

Please vote against proposed cuts to public broadcasting. Public radio (KFSK, in my case) and public
television (AlaskaOne) play an important role In my life and in my community. In addition to providing
essential Emergency Broadcast Alerts, my local puglic radio station informs, stimulates, and entertains me
every day. KFSK provides the only daily local news available in Petersburg. It also broadcasts weather
reports, school board and city council meetings, national and stale news, and important local public service

announcements.

Watching AlaskaOnc connects me to the rest of Alaska. Shows produced in the Fairbanks and Bethel
areas bring me closer in touch wjth the people of mainland Alaska. Without that programming, | would be
a less-educated person regarding statewide issues and events. Because of these efforts on the part of public
broadcasting in Petersbui g and in Alaska in general, | am a better-informed citizen of my town, my state,

and my country.

KFSK. and all the CoastAlaska stations in Southeast, have worked long and hard and have been very
innovative in dealing with cuts already made to their budgets. Rather than punishing those cost-cutting
efforts with further cuts, why not show that you see the same value that I do in these services that public
broadcasting provides to Alaska communities by voting to continue funding at the present level?

P.O. Box. 1736
Petershurg, AK 99833
907-772-2321

TOTAL P.01
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%‘T . 3/L§/I-(I)81se Finance PHONE:

" Committee Members FA>8 " (907)465-6813
FROM: M,?Iissa Sanford PHONE:  (307)688-0556

Wilderness Expressions  FAX: 688—?5?7
E-MAIL  Wildexp@alaslu.net

RE.  Cutting ot funds to the MADE IN ALASKA program
Number of pages including this cover sheet: 2

Message:
Dear House Finance Committee Members,

“|'am writing to protest the cutting of funds to the MADE IN ALASKA program! How can you
eliminate a program that so clearly supports Alaskan businesses? Without this program many
tourist dollars will be going to “outside™ or overseas companies! How can you consider sucha
move that would so clearly hurt our econo- _ _

| was recently at a wholesale in Seattle wnere the buyers are avidly searching for “Made-In-
Au *a"products because that is what their customers (mostly tounsts% buy. Byeliminating this
Wogram you are eliminating that focus and therefore a large portion of the local economy.

hy are we spending millions of dollars to attract touristsand then do away with the one
program that protects authentic Alaskan products (0 sell to those tourists? 1 can't tell you how
many visitors come to my Plape_of business and explain how they look for the ""Made-In-
Alaska" Iofgo....and most of this is a result of the Made-In-Alaska education pro%:am. | just
returned from abusiness trip to the East coast where there is strong support of the Made -In-
USA program ann]g with individual state'sprograms to support the local "Made In :
progﬁrams. To cut funding to our state's program would be a HUGE step backwards!!!

a small manufacturer, this p_ro?ram has many aspects that promote my work, which in
turn supports my employees. A trickle-down effect that when you multiply it by the number of
Made-In-Alaska participants adds up toa tremendous impact on our state’s economy.

| would like to strongly request that the $50,00in geneial funds and authorization for
program receipts in Governor Knowles budget be restored and protected. Itis the right thing to
do for our state and our economy.

Respectfully,

Melissa Sanford J
Wilderness Expressions

01
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POB 169 « Ester, Alaska. 99725 «Pl\one/Fax: 800-~78-4568 Of 90'7479-4568 mEm,in: rjgumm @ compuservc.com
web site: \Wholesalocrafts.com

To: AI-; members of the House Finance Committee, (please copy to Rep. John
Davies

From Richard Gumm, Judie Gumm Designs _ _
lie: Proposed Budget Cuts to the MADE IN ALASKA and the International Trade Ollice

Dute:3/3/00

Dear Representatives,

| have learned today that the MADE IN ALASKA (Frogram along with the International
Trade Office has been eliminated from the state buaget. | strongly protest this proposal.

As a small businesspc - Mwho produces a handmade Alaskan product our company has
benefited immensely from thr MADE IN ALASKA program inthe following ways

-It provides a necessary level of documentation and authorization for product that
is authentically Alaskan. Without it any company can proclaim their product is
made in Alaska.

-1t provides marketing venues for small business person's such as myself. TTie
MADE IN ALASKA show which takes place in the fall in Anchorage provides us
with both wholesale and retail opportunities that don’t otherwise exist. Their
directory listing us as a MADF. IN ALASKA business is another example of their
ability to help small business people.

Furthermore programs such as MADE IN ALASKA and the International Trade Office
are essential to the export efforts of small businesses.

Jrequest that both of these fine programs be reinstated at the original levels as submitted
in the Governor’s budget. Thank you for your consideration.

Richard Gumm
Judic Gumm Designs
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March 3, 2000

House Finance Committee
“AH Members"

re: Budget cuts to Made In Alaska Funding

Sirs/Madams:

[ can’t believe the committee is wanting to cut funding from something that benefits so many many
businesses in Alaska. This is not some special interest group that has no redeeming qualities. The “Made
In Alaska" program works, but it won’t work without help from you!!!' So, please restore the funding at the
level submitt;:!'in Govenor Knowles’ budget, which is S50K in general Funds and authorization for
program receipts. 1 would like a reply as to to what your final decision is. Thank you for your
consideration.
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Off-The-Wall, Inc.

P.0.Bor 112743
Anchorage, Alaska 99511-2743
Phone (907) 345-2766  Toll Free 1-800-607-2768  Fax (907) 345-2780
wtfw.offthewallinc.oom

March 3, 2000

State of Alaska
House Finance Committee

Attn: Representative Gene Therriault

ViaFax 1-907-465-6813

Re: MADE IN ALASKA Program

Dear Representative Therriault,

As a small Alaska husiness that manufactures all of |ts products in Alaska, our compan |s
keenly aware that cutting the srrall funding for MADE IN ALASKA would be detrimenta
many Alaska businesses, Including ours. The MADE IN ALASKA logo is one of stature and |s

respected by consumers throur:ghout the vvorld Consumers purchasing proaucts in gift shops
specifically'look for the MADE IN ALASKA lago.

To discard the MADE IN ALASKAp roc%ram would be like dropping the MADE IN USA logo.
Alaskans take great Prlde In their products. 1 you were to proceed with this elimination, it wil
most likely restlt in the misidenlification ofvvhere Alaskan products are actually mace.

PLEASE KEEP THIS FUNDING FOR THE MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM.

Please feel free to contactme at 1-800-607-2766 for any additional information or insight

Sincerely,

Anson Renshaw
Vice President Marketing
Off-The-Wall, Inc.
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Off-The-Wall, Inc.

P.0. Box 112743
Anchorage*. Alaska 99511-2743
Phone (907) 345-2766  Toll Free 1-800-607-2766  Fax (907) 345-2780
www.ofRhewallinc.com

March 3, 2000

State of Alaska
House Finance Committee

Attn: Representative Eldon Mulder
Via Fax 1-907-465-6813
Re: MADE IN ALASKA Program

Dear Representative Mulder,

As a small Alaska business that manufactures all of its lﬁroducts in Alaska, our company |

keenly awere that cutting the srTaII nleﬁ or I\/IADE IN ALASKA would he detrimenta to
many’ Alaska businesses, Including ours. The MADE IN ALASKA logo is one of stature and is
respected by consumers throu houtt e world. - Consumers purchasing products in gift shops

specificallylook for the IN ALASKA lago.

To dlscard the MADE. IN ALASKA program would be like dropping the MADE IN USA logo.
kans take great price In their progucts. I you were to proceed with this elimination, 1t vill

most likely restilt in the misidentification of where Alaskan products are actually mace.

PLEASE KEEP THIS FUNDING FOR THE MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM.

Please feel free to contact me at 1-800-607-2766 for any additional information or insight.
Sincerely,

Anson Renshaw
Vice President Marketing
Off-The-Wall, Inc.
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Off-The-Wall, Inc.

P.0. Box 112743
Anchorage, Alaska 99511-2743
Phone (907) 345-2768  Toll Free 1-800-607-2/66  Fax (907) 345-2780
www.offthewalllnc.com _
bbm — ¢gsta— esli

March 3,2000

State of Alaska
House Finance Committee

Attn: ALL HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Via Fax 1-907-465-6813
Re: MADE IN ALASKA Program

As a small Alaska business that manufactures all of its products in Alaska, our company is
keenly aware that cutting the small funding for MADE IN ALASKA would be detrimental to
many Alaska businesses, including ours. The MADE IN ALASKA logo is one of stature and is
respected by consumers throughout the world. Consumers purchasing products in gift shops
specifically look for the MADE IN ALASKA logo.

To discard the MADE IN ALASKA program would be like dropping the MADE IN USA logo.
Alaskans take great pride in their products. 1f you were to proceed with this elimination, it will
most likely result in the misidentification of where Alaskan products are actually made.

PLEASE KEEP TEDS FUNDING FOR THE MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM.

Please feel free to contact me at 1-800-607-2766 for any additional information or insight.

Sincerely,

Anson Renshaw
Vice President Marketing
Off-The-Wall, Inc.
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;.  ALL House Finance Committee

Subject: MADE IN ALASKA

| wish to thank the members of the House Finance Committee for cutting the funding of the
MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM! Your action is making my early retirement possible.

'm not ready for retirement or even prepared for it. But that is what is going to happen as a direct
result of your above action. Instead of being an asset to the Alaskan economy, I’ll be a forced to
be a burden to it! Unemployed and on Welfare. That ought to really help the Alaskan economy!

Instead of cutting the MADE IN ALASKA PROGRAM, it should be enlarged. Why enlarge it?
o keep jobs in Alaska, by Alaskans, These MADE IN ALASKA products are what the tourists
>pexd their money on. These products are unique to A[. ASKA! So Is this program! In the long
lun it increases the tax base of Alaska! So why not create a larger tax base through programs like

MADE IN ALASKA?

Ireally don’t want to be forced to retire. That is the current direction your current proposal is
heading. It isn’t too late to rectify this situation, so please do. Restore the funding for MADE IN
ALASKA to the level submitted in Governor Knowles’ budget and protect that funding level!

The Stale of Alaska is spending $5 million to bring the lourists(customers) here. Let’s work
together and give them products MADE IN ALASK A to spend their tourist dollars on!

Randy S. Core
MADE IN ALASKA Employee
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To all House Finance Committee Members:

The proposed budget cuts to our Department of Community Economic Development
do not make any sense That these cuts eliminate the MADE IN ALASKA program
is even more absurd. No more MADE IN ALASKA would hurt me, other permit
holders and all businesses that sell our products, One has to wonder what

the value of hurting so many small businesses could possibly be. Certainly

it can not be budget reduction. Itis my understanding the budget for MIA Is

only $50,000 in state funds and yet you are preparing to give 35.5 million

to a tourism association to attract more tourists. lask you what do you

think tourists want when they come to Alaska? Isuggestitis in large part

a unique and authentic experience. And when they return home with a
remembrance or souvenir they want it to be authentic too. MADE IN ALASKA
protects that authenticity. Plus the bears logo is as much and as big a

tourism marketing symbol as Alaska owns. By killing those bears you will be
harming the very industry you are attempting to grow.

Please restore FULL funding for MADE IN ALASKA. The program deserves more
not less and certainly not extinction.

Thank you.

Susan DiFrancia

@01
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STATE OF ALASKA/ LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
islative Administrative Servi

Pe ersburg islative Information office PO Box 1470 Petersburg AK 99833

Phone: 907 -3741 Fax: 907-772-3779

FAX TRANSMISSION

TO: Representative Mulder
FAX 907-465-6313
DATE March 3,2000

MESSAGE: mgﬁrht%'gonyfrommlie Hursey on HB 312, TCN 10452
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March 3,2000

Dear Representative Mulder;

| am writing to urge you to maintain present funding levels for Public Radio in
Alaska. The radio stations in small, remote communities like mine are a lifeline to the
world. They provide not only national and international news but also keep us informed
of what is gomgLon across our sprawling state.

In rural Alaska, not everyone has access to cable television and some people cannot
afford it. Their sole source of news and weather forecasts is from their Public Radio
station. It provides a vital link between people living in isolated Alaskan communities.
Besides providing news people without access to phones are able to commun'cate over
the airwaves with messages that are aired at regular times. Public Radio provides weather
and safety advisories that are essential to the well being of our town.

Besides all the other services that our radio station provides it is also the center of our
community. How else would we find out about the activities in town or the time of public
m_eetln%s? Who else is %omg to let people know the roads are |c?/ and that the school bus
will be late picking up the kids “out the road”, or that the black lab with the purple collar
has been found? Where else can people as young as ten and as old as eighty-three
entertain the town with radio programming?

There has been talk that the money taken from Public « '3 will be ﬁive_n to the "frail
and elderly”. Well, who took money away from the frail an . ;lderly in the first place?
Tell them to give it back. Besides, the elderly in our town listen to KFSK all the time and
are some of our staunchest supporters. _ o _

Public radio has taken lots of cuts in previous years and at this point is operating on a
shoestring. If %/ou came to our station you would see the skeleton staff and the equipment
held together by duct taﬁe. Signs of scrimping and saving are evident everywhere except
on the airwaves where the quality of programming remains high. We are proud of our
station and our town works hard to support it during fundraisers but we cannot keep it
gomﬁ alone. Please save Public Radio by maintaining the Fresent level of funding. Do not

cut the fundin?. It is too important to our town and others like it.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely.

Julie Hursey
Petershurg, Alaska

TOTAL P.02
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Export Council of Alaska

March 3, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder and
The Honorable Gene Therriault
Co-Chairmen

House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representatives Mulder and Therriault;

The Export Council of Alaska is a statewide non-profit group of business leaders who m
and promote the value of international trade. In the 1960% Alaska showed its keen unxti
ofthe importance of international trade by being the first state to open a Tokyo office 11
Council feels it is essential to continue to demonstrate that understanding by providing m
support today for the State's Division of International Trade & Market Development %I >

programs.

Alaska businesses benefit from overseas rep-esentation and programs that DITMD prm1
Council is concerned about the effects on our key trading partners under the House Fin >
subcommittee's plan to close Alaska's DITMD overseas offices in Japan and Korea. Tin
business culture values government involvement, promotion and representation,

The Council urges that you not put Alaska at a disadvantage in global competition by d- -
overseas offices in Japan and Korea and by eliminating the state's trade and research siv
Alaska. \We ask that you provide funding at last year'3 level for these important interims

programs.

Chairman

550 West 7u Avf., Sic J770
) Anchor*!* AK 99501
Hione (907) 77J.MJ7 P (907) 271-62W
h((p:4iWn.»|ijk*.n««/-»»port - rbeekeitStmnll.dor-gov



MAR. 3.2000 2 '18PM ALASKA SEAFOOD INTL NO.931 P.2/2
=
nte.metiorud

BY FAX ONLY

Friday, March 03, 2000

Rep. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair House Finance
Rep. Gene Therriault, Co-Chair House Finance

Eldon and Gene:

I was in Juneau last Tuesday. If | had realized the impact of cutting the International
Trade Budget so drastically | would have tried to see you on Tuesday. | was there to
update Rarnona Bames/John Cowdery's Committee on World Trade on ASI’s

substantial growth.

Although A$I is concentrating on domestic US production this year, we are also working
with customers in the Pacific Rim. As the largest seafood facility in the US we are
ramping up to our full 125,000,000 pounds of value added seafood production. The
Pacific Rim represents markets for ASI products 34 times the total seafood consumption

of the US.

International Trade and Development has opened a number of doors for us. With their
help we have Just quoted on 60,000 to 100,000 dally seafood meals for Korean Airlines,
Asiana Airlines, Samsung and Hyundai. | cannot imagine more valuable help to Alaskan
companies doing business in the Japan, Korea, Taiwan areas. To cut off International
Trade's assistance will Kill the Goose That Laid the Golden Egg Il

As important as it is to curb wasteful expenditures and develop realistic budgets, It is
equally important is to grow tax revenues. The seafood industry Is the largest employer
of Alaska citizens. Alaska needs to expand our export bade and damaging International
Trade Division would be counter-pioductive to everyone’s best interest.

These proposed cuts also eliminate the MADE IN ALASKA program that builds on the
romance of seafood from the “Cold, clear unpolluted wate.s of Alaska'l ASI planned to
use this label extensively on Its products. Eliminating this program hurts both Tourism in
the service sector and Seafood in the manufacturing sector, both of which contribute

substantial revenue to the State,

| urge you to help the private sector to help the public sector's revenue giowth. By
supporting International Trade you support ASI’'s efforts to export Alaska products.

Sincerely,

Howard M. Benedict

Chairman
C. Finance Committee members j
C. Ramona Barnes, John Cowdery, World Trade

ALASKA SEAFOOD INTERNATIONAL. LLC 6689 Seafood Drive * Anchor*”, Alusic* 99518
Td (907) 770-82C0 « Fax (907) 770-8370 « wwwiilH.ikH-ieafuixl.cuiii



Dougias M, SUtrcknd

Executive Vice Pre*ident
Chief Corporate Officer

Northwest Airlines, Inc 612 727-6500
Department A1180 612 727-4639 Fax

5101 Northwest Drive
S1 Paul MN 55111-3034

March 2,2000

Rep. Gene Therriault _
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee
State Capitol Building, Room 511
Juneau, Alaska 991)&9

Fax; 907-465-3834

Rep. Eldon Mulder _
Co-Chair, House Finance Committee
State Capitol Builidng, Room 507
Juneau, Alaska %80%

Fax: 907-466-318

Dear Sirs:

We at Northwest Airlines wish to take this opportunity to urge a continuation of support for the
important work of the Department of Community and Economic Development’s Division of
International Trade and Economic Development.

Northwest Airlines has had a long and successful presence in Alaska dating back to 1947, when
Anchorage was on Northwest's original route to Asia. It was that year that Northwest became the
first airline to link North America o Asia via the “Great Circle Route.” That same route through
Anchorage continues to play a vitally strategic role in our company today, especially from a cargo

perspective.

A key anchor in our relationship is the Department of Communi%/ and Economic Development, and
specifically, the Division of International Trade and Market Development, Together we have
Eartnered over the years to identify and support new markets for Alaska products throughout Asia.
ast year, we hosted a state-sponsored seafood trade mission to Japan for smaller Alaskan firms with
limited or no contacts In Asia. Expanding markets in Asia for Alaska products means more business
for air cargo operators like Northwest and more local jobs to Support our Anchorage cargo
operations.



But effective marketing in Asia is a big job. There’s no substitute for consistency in keeping the
ressure on. We're hopeful of continuing to partner with the Division of International Trade and
arket Development to build on the momentum we’ve generated together these past several years.

The division is a valuable partner for companies like Northwest Airlines and we hope its mission will

not be jeopardized by severe budget cute.

We see a bright future in the Pacific air freight market. Last year, Northwest expanded cargo service
to Guam and Singapore as well as introduced new 747 all- %) frelghter service to Shanghai, China.
Earlier this week, Northwest filed direct exhibits with the U.S. Department of Transportation in
support of our application for five new frequencies between the U.S. and China. The new services
would enable Northwest to provide a total of four weekly all-cargo flights to China, currently
Alaska’s fifth largest trading partner. The service would operate on a Chicago-Anchorage-Narita-

Shanghai routing.

To meet the growth Bo_tential for air cargo operations in Asia, Northwest acquired two additional 747
freighters last year, bringing our total to 10air-cargo aircraft and we are continuing to actively seek
additional 747 freighters to add to our fleet. During our peak season, Northwest's 747 freighters
touch down at Anchorage International Airport an average of 36 times each week. Unlike seme
cargo earners, we don’t depend upon ALA asjust a fueling stop. Instead, we maximize the strategic
location of Anchorage to conduct our domestic cross-loading operation, which we plan to grow

significantly in the next few years.

On the passenger side, Northwest is working closely with the Division of International Trade and
Market Development to identify ways to enhance passenger growth between Asia and Alaska via our
Seattle %ateway and, hopefully, on a seasonal nonstop basis in the next two to three years. That
partnership is invaluable and we look forward to the State of Alaska's continued role with us.

We at Northwest certainly respect your efforts to carefully develop the state’s budget for the next
fiscal year. It is our hope that the Division of International Trade and Market Development will
remain intact and fully supportive Of the many ongoing efforts to expand the trade potential for

Alaska-hased companies throughout Asia.

If Northwest can provide additional information regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to
contact Bob Benner at 612-726-2828,

Sincerely,

Douglas M. Stcenland



09 03702 23104 2% 907 479 2212 DREU. Inc.

James V. Drew Tel: 907-479-2212
4725 Villanov* Drive Fax: 907779-0847
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709-3220
Rep. Eldon Mulder March 2,2000

Aluska State legislature
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Representative Mulder:

| urge you to provide an appropriation i'or the Department of Community and Economic
Development that will maintain the activities ofthe Division of International Trade and
Development.

Exports of Alaska seed potatoes and tahlestock potatoes to Taiwan by Alaska
Agricultural Development & Marketing, Inc., an Alaska nonprofit corporation, increased
from u few hundred pounds of seed potatoes in 1996 to 30 metric tons of seed potatoes,
40 metric tons of tablcstock potatoes, 15 metric tons of carrots, and 15 giant cabbages in
1999. The Division of Trade and Development effectively assisted in this export growth.

Specialists from the division showcased Alaska agricultural products at the 1999
American Food Festival held in three cities in Taiwan. Their work opened the door for a
representative from Alaska Agricultural Development & Marketing, Inc., to present
scientific data regarding the quality of Alaska food products to potential buyers attending
the Food Festival.

Alaska agricultural products arc of high quality, but the%/ must compete in international
markets with food products from states and countries that enjoy a fully developed
infrastructure for agricultural marketing. Thus, Alaska farmers go head to head with the
marketing exgertise of major suppliers of food products outside of Aluska. Moreover,
international buyers want suppliers that can meet their needs rather than a myriad of
individual producers, and they want personal contacts with suppliers.

Alaska Agricultural Development & Marketing, Inc., seeks orders and organizes logistics
to export agricultural products from individual Alaska farms. The Division of
International Trade and Development provides visibility for Alaska agricultural products
and personal contacts with customers in Taiwan and, potentially, in other countries. This
compensates, in part, for the lack of u fully developed marketing system for Alaska farm
products, and provides incentive l'or Alaska producers to increase production to expand
Alaska's agriculture. In turn, it creates jobs and opportunities for Alaskans.

Lurge you to provide an appropriation for the Department of Community and Economic
Development that will permit the Division of International Trade and Development to
continue to promote Alaska farm products overseas.

Sincerely,

I/

James V. Drew
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Passed and approved this (? day of March, 2000,

] X a.
IVelvin R Nichols. Chaiman
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Anchorage Economic mevelopment Corporation
The Center of Opportunity

MEMORANDUM
Date;  March 8, 2000

To:  House Finance Committee, Alaska State Legislature
Rep. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
Rep. Gene Therrialut, Co-Chair
Rep. Con Bunde, Vice Chair
Rep. Alan Austerman
Rep. Gail Phillips
Rep. John Davies
Rep. Ben Grussendorf
Rep. Carl Moses
Rep. Richard Foster
Rep. Bill Williams
cc.  Rep, Brian Porter, Speaker ofthe House
Rep. Ramona Barnes

From: Larry D. Crawford, AEDC President & CEO

The Anchorage Economic Development Corporation’s Executive Committee has passed a resolution
requesting that the House Finance Committee reconsider the proposed severe reductions to State funding for
the Division of International Trade and Marker Development. The budget being proposed to the House
Finance Committee essentially eliminates the State's trade and research specialists.  1f passed, this will end 35
years of state trade representation in Japan and 15 years in Korea. These are Alaska's two largest export
markets. The state's ongl position responsible for rccruiring new business and investments swill be eliminated
should the proposed budget become reality.

Now is the rime for economic development to be one of the Srare o f Alaska's top priorities. Alaska needs to
diversify its economy and become less dependent on oil revenues,

Please reconsider making such severe cuts to the bu?\%et of the Department of Community and Economic
Development, Division of International Trade and Market Development, The State government has an
important role to plan in economic development.

Sincerely,

Ldrry D/Crawford
President fic CEO

Attached: AEDC Executive Committee Resolution

OVt AifhAGe Qi) m Mehosie Ase WL = (roed07ZB300 m fxA0-586%6 m endlQkoR&hiham
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Aada Herb Tea Compary Feax Message

6710 Welmer Drive
Anctiorage; Alaska 99502

Date: March 6,2000

To:  Representative Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

TellFax 907*522*3499

From: Charles Walsh, Presicent, Alaska Herb Tea Company, Inc.

Re: Funding Alaskan International Trade

\We support your actions to control the State budget and make State
government as efficient as possible - and we appreciate the difficult decisions
you have to make.

We also believe that the DCED Division of Trade and Development is a net
gainer for the State of Alaska, that it generates more money than it costs.

Therefore it is counterproductive to cut funding to die Division of Trade and
Development - you will loose more than you will gain.

We have worked with die Division of Trade and Development for years and
are very satisfied that they are seriously business minded. \We also worked for
several years with the state trade representation offices in Japan when we
exhibited our product at FOODEX in Tokyo. They were extremely helpful.

Thank you for considering our request and our advice. Please fund the
Division of Trade and Development’s international trade program - it’s a
good investment.

.01



03/06/00

MON 05:14 FAI 9072347637 SNA

Chesloknu Foods

Alaska Tribal Cache
Drawer L, Seldovia, AK 99663
907-234-7859, 800-270-7810

Fax: 907-234-7637, E-mail: rhilts@tribalnet.org

Date: March 6,2000
Re: .Support, Division of International Trade and Development.

To:-  Representative Mr. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee
FAX: 907-465-3518 -

As the General Manager of Chesloknu Foods, Seldovia, | urge you to fund the Division
of International Trade and Development

Chesloknu Foods is owned/operated by Seldovia Village Tribe. We produce jams,
jellies and syrups using wild berries from native lands, using old tribal recipes.

For three years wc have participated in several Trade Shows in Japan and Korea through
the State’s products booths, esponsored by the International Trade Division. This
exposure for our products would be impossible for us from both the asBects of cost and
expertise in making contacts. . The costs of sponsoring our own booth would be

prohibitive.

'We have received several good contacts from this exposure most notably, the receipt of a
$24,000 order in March of 1999. From our viewpoint, the efforts of the Division of
International Trade and Development have been very successful and worthwhile.

Our contact with.all personnel from the International Trade Division have been
courteous, timely, and professional.

Please continue funding of this International Trade Division. Many small Alaskan

businesses benefit from the Division’s efforts, and would be unable to duplicate their .

participation in international trade without the very effective programs and expertise of
the Trade Division’s specialists. o’ "

vnn

Rodney Hilts, General Manager, Chesloknu Foods

121001
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VALDEZ CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU

P.O. Box 1(H» * VaMez, Atuka 9988# * 907 835-3984 *  907-835-4845 « t-malli VaM«nhMukaJi«t

VALDEZ CONVENTION &VISITORS BUREAU
RESOLUTIONNO. 00-1

ARESOLUTION OF THE VALDEZ CONVENTION &VISITORS BUREAU, VALDEZ ALASKA
SUPPORTING THE MAINTENANCE OF ASTRONG DIMISION OF TOURISM

o 'WHEREAS, the House Finance Committee is considering the elimination of the Alaska
Division of Tourism by funding the department at the level of only $200,000; and

WHEREAS, the Division of Tourism is resi)onsible for overseeing the marketing contract
between the State of Alaska and the new Alaska Tourism Industry Association as outlined in the legislation
approving the New Millenium Plan; and

_ WHEREAS, the Division of Tourism provides necessary community, and business
assistance around th: entire state; and

WHEREAS,; the Division of Tourismiis responsible for tourism development for the entire
state of Alaska; and

- WHEREAS, the Division of Tourism maintains and operates the Tok Visitor Center, the
ambassador visitor center for all travelers entering the state via the Alaska Highway; and

~ WHEREAS  the Division of Tourism spi_ons.ors necessary proH_rams like the North fo
Alaska _lgmdsebook for hé%rgwy,a&qéerrytravelers, the TounsmNorth partnership with the Yukon, Travel
Agent Training, and Travel Fairand mich more; and

_ WHEREAS, no marketing and development plan has yet been established by the Alaska
Tourism Industry Association.

_ NOW, THEREFORE BE ITRESOLVED by the Board of Directors ofthe Valdez
Convention and Visitors Bureau, that

_ The Valdez Convention and Vsitors Bureau supports the maintenance of a strong Division
of Tourism.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE VALDEZ
CONVENTION &VISITORS BUREAU, this 1S day of March, 2000,

\/ALDEZ CONVENTION AND VISTTORS BUREAU

Laura Weaver, Secretary/Treasurer
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Duty Free Alaska P.O. Box 220687 « Anchorage, Alaska 99522-0687 « U.S.A.
¢ DAVID GREEN GROUP * Ph.: 907-248-8485 + Fax: 9Cr-245-0190

VIAFAX

3 March, 2000

Representative Eldon Muldur, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee
Juneau, Alaska

Re: Alaska Slate Division of International Trade & Market Development Funding

Dear Representative Muldur:

We understand that the House Finance Subcommittee has voted recently to drastically reduce
funding for the State’s Division of Trade & Development.

It's our understanding that the Subcommittee's plan eliminates the current trade program along
with the State's trade specialists and research arm. It also ends a long and established history of
Alaska trade representation in important Asian markets like Japan and Korea, the State’s two

largest export markets.

This will leave the State without any effective responsible representation for recruiting new
business development and investment.

It is our belief this will work to the longer term harm of the State's vital trade and business
interests.

We urge vou to oppose this budget plan and restore full funding for this Important State agency.

We thank you for your understanding and support.

Richard E. Benedetti
Partner

cc: Jerry & Perry Green



MR 32000 T7:24PM  MOVERS INC ND 5834 P2

Representative Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair
Representative Gene Therriault, co-Chair
March 3, 2000

Page 2

This “team®™ approach has provided a steady stream of business
contacts between Asian buyers and Alaskan businesses and has
resulted in substantial sales of Alaskan products. Without the
support of the Division of Trade and Development, that activity

would basically disappear.

The message would be ~“loud and clear®™ to Asian buyers. Alaska is
taking itself "out of play". Competition is intense. We MUST NOT
let this happen. We CANNOT Ilet this happen. Alaskan businesses
need this support to survive. We"re on a roll, PLEASE support
these efforts by restoring those funds to "make it happen-®.

I can*t fTully appreciate the difficulties you face in trying to
trim the budget without causing some grief. However, develrping
non oil related business is Alaska®"s future. We CAN®T sell our
future. There MUST be a better alternative.

President

cc: Rep. Con Bunde
Rep. Alan Auterman
Rep. Gail Phillips
Rep. John Davies
Rep. Ben Grussendorf
Rep. Carl Moses
Rep. Richard Foster
Rep. Bill williams
Rep. Gary Davis
Rep. Brian Porter
Rep. Ramona Barnes
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A Seafood Logstics Company, andnad

March 3/ 2000

Representative Eldon Mulder, Co-chai'r
Representative Gene Therriault, Co-Chair
House Finance Committee

Alaska State Legislature

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Gentlemen,

I have been made aware a proposal has been set forth to reduce the
budget for the Division of Trade and Development from 2.1 million
dollars to approximately $625,000 effectively wiping out the
efforts of the State of Alaska to advance business opportunities
and develop trade relationships with international companies.

This would be disastrous!

I respectfully ask the questions: Are you people aware of the work
currently being done by the staff of the Division of Trade and
Development? Do you have a feel for the benefits and opportunities
that have been created for Alaskan businesses as a result of this
work? It would appear the business community has been remiss in
NOT keeping you abreast of these developments. Let me say, the
opportunities have been many. Very tangible, very productive,
and very timely. I would think this would be of particular
interest to State Legislators. At a time when oil revenue is
expected to continue to fall, developing non oil related commerce
SHOULD be a priority. The sale of Alaskan seafood to Asian
countries is certainly one of the ways to achieve that aim.

I have personally been involved in the selection process to place
the best possible person in Tokyo to represent the interests of
Alaskan businesses in Japan. This was accomplished and
accomplished, I might add, at a substantially lower cost than was
previously paid. We are CERTAINLY getting our money"s worth.

Although we are greatly “outgunned® by Europe, South America, and
individual countries such as Canada and New Zealand, through close
coordination by the Division of Trade and Development with our
Japanese and Korean representatives, we are doing remarkably well.

P.0. Box 914 13 Anchorage, Alaska 99509-1413  Tel: [907)243-4305  Fax: (907)243-8934
Web Site: www.moversinc.com
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International Travel Consultants,
2000 E. Dowling Road #10»Anchorage, Alaska 99507-1956 A Professional Corporatlon

(907) 561-7722 * FAX: (907) 561-3600

March 03, 2000

To. House Finance Committee
Rep. Eldon Mulder, Co-Chair

907-465-3518

Dear Committee Member,

International trade is important to Alaska businesses and the Pacific Rim markets. Japan
is Alaska’s most important trading partner and yet the House Finance subcommittee is
voting to eliminate Alaska representation there. This will end three decades of official
state promotions and representation in Alaska’s largest export market,

By closing Alaska’s trade programs, Asian companies might see this as a slight in the
way business is done here. Instead of cutting finances, we should be finding ways to
support the overseas trade offices to continue growth in our state. Alaska faces
competition from other states and countries in the important Asian marketplace. Why do
you want to make it more difficult to compete.

Please restore funding to the Division of Trade & Development for the coming years so
Alaska businesses can continue to benefit from the Division’s work in the international

markets.
Thank you for the consideration of this important issue.



From : BROOKS ALASKAN SEAFOOD 9072355623

BROOKS ALASKAN SEAFOOD

38225 GREER ROAD
HOMER, ALASKA 99603
PHONE 907-235*5623 FAX 907-235-5623

CELLULAR 907-399-1156 E-MAIL brooks@ala8ka.net

House Finance Committee
ATTN: Rep Eldon Maulder, Co Chair
Date: 3/3/ 2000

Dear Representative Maulder:

On February 28th the House Finance Subcommittee voted to drastically cut funding for
the States International Trade Program. Over the last twelve years the Department of
Community and Economic Development has proven a useful resource in building my
business from a one desk office to a multi-state, multi-country enterprise. 1hope that,
you will reconsider this abrupt and ill conceived decision. A vote against trade wall
represent a vote against the future of Alaska, Thank you for your consideration.

Michael G. Brooks

cc State of Alaska Dept, of Community and Economic Development
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CAPITAL TAKW HOTH-

Fax: (907)465-353.8

March 2, 2000

the Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

U.S.A.

Dear Representative Mulder,

We get to know the Alaska Legislature is judging the budget of
the state"s international trade program, including its trade
representation in Japan.

Capitol Tokyu Hotel in Tokyo, a prestigious hotel where many
world-renowned guests have stayed, had a special Alaska Seafood Fair
at 5 restaurants in the hotel this January and February.

The Fair was successful in over $200,000 Alaska seafood sales

for two months.
We are now planning to have Alaska Seafood Fair in our hotel

in the coming Fall again.

This successful Alaska Seafood Fair in our hotel would not have existed
if the state representative in Japan could not suggest it to us.

Japan Office of the State of Alaska is very important in helping
our business and developing new ideas in many Ffields.

Sincerely,

Kinichi Fukuda
Executive Manager
Capitol

10-3. NAGATACHD 2-CHOVE CHYCDAKL TOKYO 100-0014 TEL: (03)3581-4511 FAX;(03)3581-5822

1/
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Fax:(907)465-3518
March 2, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-chair, House Finance Coramittee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mulder,

It has come to my attention that as the Alaska Legislature reviews the
State budget for i1t3 international trade program, the role of its
Tokyo Office will also come under consideration. As a beneficiary of
the services of the Japan Office of the State of Alaska, 1| would like
to submit a few words for your Kkind consideration.

Even though our company has been taking Japanese tourists to Alaska
for 30 years now, Office continues to be an invaluable source of
information and assistance to us. Their trade and tourism projects
assist our industry in marketing and promoting Alaska as a facinating
and beautiful part of the World to visit. In the course of doing
business, they were able to come up with just the contact or the facts
we needed so that we could move ahead and create business
opportunities tfcat are mutually beneficial.

To date our company has taken over 2,500 groups, totally 50,000
Japanese tourists to Alaska, and look forward to increasing this
figure by 80,000 because our company is a sister company of Westin
Alyeska Prince Hotel 1invested by our boss company, Kokudo Inc.
Research by consumer groups estimate that.the average Japanese tourist
spends $1,400 on accommodations and gifts on a 3 -5 day tour, a
significant amount in any family®s annual budget, t *©

Being able to obtain swift replies to our inquiries and to consult in
Japanese with your Japan Office has been invaluable 1in bringing
together the changing needs of our .customers and of the merchants in
Alaska. It is my hope that the State of Alaska will take this
oppotunity to recognize the firm foundation upon which Alaska®s
presence in Japan has been built and to develop it even further as a
stimulus for tourism and trade in Alaska.

Sincerely,

Seibu Travel, Inc.

KBTJ1l SAKAKIBARA
General Manager of Arrow Center
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PRINGCE HOTELS INC._
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March 3, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mulder,

As the Alaska Legislature proceeds with its deliberations on its budget for the
international trade program. I wish to offer a few ideas on the efficacy of maintaining

your State Office in Japan

Our company purchased and invested Alyeska Ski Resort in 1980, and built a new
deluxe hotel, Westin Alyeska Prince Hotel in 1994 for promoting Alaska tourism. The
State Office continues to be an invaluable source of information and assistance to
promote Japanese travel market and airline traffic.

Their trade and tourism projects in Japan assist our industry in marketing and

promoting
Alaska as a wonderful and beautiful part of the world to visit.

We are confident that by maintaining your current Office in Japan you will be able to
continue to expand your businesses and as yet unexplored areas of economic growth.

Sincerely,

Director of Overseas Department
Prince Hotels, Inc.
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Room 105 Pegam Bldg, 1303-34 Sochg-dong, Socho-gu, Seoul, Korea
Tel :822-556-2898 | Fax : 822-556-4456
E-Maii : injaekim@shindokorea.com

The Honorable Eldon Mulder March 3, 2000
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee Via Fax
State Capitol, Room 507

Juneau, AK 998011182

Tel : 907-465-2647

Fax : 907-465-3518

Dear Mr. Mulder,

|

We would like to express our appreciation for the supports from Alaska State
Division of International Trade and Market .Development, and its Seoul Office
in Korea enabling Usibelli to export almost;10.0 million tons for last 15 years.
Everr year, whenever we negotiate with Korea for price and terms, State and
Seoul Office have helped us very much and coordinated with U.S. Embassy
and Korea Electrice Power Corporation.

Nl
Our next negotiation for year 2000/2001 with Hyundai Merchant Marine and
Korea Electric Power Corporation is being:scheduled in the coming August.
We are always happy to work with State and Seoul Office and apprciate very
much your continuous support for economic relationshipl between Alaska and

Korea.

Sincerely yours,

Injae Kim
Representative


mailto:injaekim@shindokorea.com
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March 3, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chaimian, House Finance Committee
«State Capitol, Room 507

Juneau, AK  99801-1182

Tel: 907-465-2647

Tel: 888-465-2647

lax: (907) 465-3518

Dear Honorable Eldon Mulder:

We sincerely appreciate the support from Alaska State Division of International Trade
and Market Development and its trade representative in Korea in promoting cargo
services between Seoul and Anchorage.

As part of promotional efforts to air cargo services to Alaska, your trade offices in
Anchorage and Seoul co-sponsored the Alaska Seafood Seminar together with us last
April. We also have had the opportunities to work with your trade offices and have
found them to be effective in promoting our air cargo services between Seoul and

Anchorage.

Wec would like to commend both the Division of International Trade and Market
Development and its Korea Office for their assistance in creating these opportunities.

Again, | thank the staff of the Division of International Trade and Market development
fora “job well done’ and look forward to working with all of them in the future.

Very Sincerely Yours

So0-Myung Choi
Managing Vice president
Cargo Sales & Marketing
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Asiana Airlines

The Ilonorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee

State Capitol, Room 507
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Via fax: (907)465-3518

Dear M, Mulder,

We have had the good fortune of working with Alaska Stale Division of
International Trade and Market Development, and its overseas office in Korea. It was
really rewarding and enjoyable to meet with the people from these two offices and
discuss the pending aireargo issues in Alaska.

We hope the cooperation between your trade offices (in Anchorage and Seoul) and
Asiana Airlines will bring about the desired results. Taking this opportunity, wo
would like to thank the people from the above office what they have helped lor our
business interest in Alaska and hope that they will continue to favor us with their

generous support.

Veiy Sincerely Yours,

Jae Il Kim
Vice President
Asiana Cargo
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Mar 03, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee
Legislative Session Contact,

State Capital, Room 507,

Juneau, Ak 99801-1182

Tel : (9071-465-2647 Fax : (907)-465-3518

Dear Mr. Mulder

We arefirst of all, greatly pleased to have on opportunity to contact with you. m
As you might know the captioned name of company, we are one of the leading company for

Seafood Processing and Trading business in Korea,
Our main supplying source for the Seafood Processing and Trading business arebeing come

from matnly Bering Sea &mAleutian Islands and Gulf of Alaska regions.

Wec used to get greatly valuable and vivid informations related the seafood business through
Alaska State Division of International Trade and Market Development and its branch Office

in Seoul, Korea.

These two organizations could help us a lot for predicting market trends and also to make a
decision to buy or not.

We, sometimes, ask them to get any informations which is related overall Seafoods Industry
in USA and they used co provide as many vaulable informations from time to time.

We always appreciate cooperations from these two organizations and sincerely hope they will
continue to support us in order for U9 to keep our good business.

Cordially,

Poseidon Cho
General Manager/Seafood Trading Dept.
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March 3,2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee
State Capitol, Room 507

Juneau. AK 99801-1182

Dear Sir:

| write this letter to commend the activities of the Alaska State Division of International Trade,
and the AJaska State Office in Seoul, Korea, | hold both of these organizations in very high
regard. We aie currently cooperating with these two offices on several seafood export promotion
activities, They are providing assistance we simply could not find elsewhere. | am confident
that these activities will increase export sales of Alaskan industries to Korea.

Agricultural Trade Office
Seoul, Korea
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KYOKUYO CO., LTD.
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March 2, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mulder,

We get to know the Alaska Legislature is reviewing the slate’s international
trade budget program, including its trade representation in Japan.

Our company, Kyokuyo Co., Ltd., lias imported various Alaska seafoods over
40 million dollars annually as we have been doing business with Alaska nearly

40 years. it

It, is a pleasure for us as a major seafood company in Japan to say that the
state representative in Japan hns helped Japanese seafood industry in
connection with Alaska.

From what we know of a Japanese presence by the State of Alaska we have no

douht that, they will not only carry on their Alaska business promotion but
also promote the existing friendship between Japan and Alaska.

It will be most appreciated if you take consideration of the importance ofyour
trade representation in Japan when you review this matter.

Yours respect,hilly,

Yuzo Nimura
President
q
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March 2, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-Chairman, House Finance Committee
State Capitol, Room 507

Juneau, AK  99801-1182

Tel: 907-465-2647

Tel: 888-465-2647

Fax: (907)465-3518

Dear Honorable Mulder:

This letter concerns the State of Alaska trade division and its trade
representative in Korea, who have helped us promoting Alaska seafood in
our hotel.

Thanks to the full support from Alaska State Division of International
Trade and Market Development(DITMD) and its trade representative in
Seoul, Korea, Alaska seafood promotions and seminar held here one month
last April ended in a big success. With this event as a momentum, we
have purchased Alaska seafood continuously because our customers prefer
(he top quality Alaska seafood. Thus, the purchase of Alaska seafood
reached U$66,000 in April through December of 1999 alone.

Followed by the successful Alaska seafood festival in the our hotel last
April, wc are planning to hold Alaska Festival focusing on seafood and
tourism this June on a larger scale by organizing the festival jointly with
our new restaurants located in the Convention & Exhibition Center in Seoul.

: . Nt%J'ed in Tracition, wiili Voof-m Gonitil _
MKCMOrvg, Crungrlut, Winl KO Korei i (872) 771 GAD Fix 'AHd3 01(.i/0 f

Reservations. ToH-iree 080 117-VIO|
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in preparation tor the June AlJasiraEstival, 1plan to visit Alaska along
with our chefs and food & beverage manager around the end of this month.
While we are in Alaska, we are going to select not only top quality Alaska
seafood but also other food items suitable to Alaska Festival.

Under these circumstances, the support from your State Division of
International Trade and Market Development (DITMD) and its trade office
in Korea is an absolute necessity for a success of the scheduled Alaska
Festival this June. | plan to discuss the details on the Festival with DITMD
people this month.

My very best wishes for your health, wealth and happiness.

Young Hee Lee, Director
Purchasing Department
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March 21,2000

The Honorable Eldou Mulder
Co-chair,House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau”Alaska 99801-1182

Dear, Representative Mulder,

| understand the Alaska Legislature is considering the budget of the state’s
international trade program, including its trade representation in Japan.

My company, Mitsubishi Corporation, has been doing business with Alaska companies
for Ayears.

Having the state representative in Japan has greatly helped my company to conduct
business with Alaska companies. We rely on Alaska’s state trade representative for
information about Alaska, assistance in contacting Alaska companios.

A Japanese presence by the State ofAlaska is very important in helping my company tp
do business with Alaska companies.

Sincerely,

T T &Sor ; oTnf.Ao* IN?2TTH*A
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March 2, 2000

The Honorable Eldon Mulder
Co-chair, House Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Mulder,

| understand the Alaska Legislature is considering the budget of the state’s
international trade program, including its trade representation in Japan.

My company, Marubeni Corporation, has been involved, well in concert and
cooperation with Alaska companies, in the activities in pursuit of
commercializing North Slope natural gas for more than a decade, | believe
my company may also have a good business relation with Alaska companies

in the other fields, such as fishery.

Having the state representative in Japan has greatly helped my company to
conduct business with Alaska companies. Especially, itis ofvery help to us
that Alaska’s state trade representative provides us with the updated
information in connection with the business climate in Alaska in a timely

fashion.

A Japanese presence by the State of Alaska is very importantin helping my
company to do business with Alaska companies.

Sincerely,

[aeda
General Manager
LNG Project Department
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