




Alaska State-Statute - Secondary Pupil Competency Testing

Sec. 14.03.075. Secondary pup il competency testing. [E ffe c tive January 1, 2002 ]..

(a ) A  pup il may not be issued a secondary school d ip lom a unless the pu p il passes 
a competency exam ination in the areas o f reading, Eng lish , and mathematics. The 
departm ent shall determ ine the fo rm  and contents o f the exam ina tion and shall score 
comp le ted exam inations. A  pup il w ho fa ils to pass the exam ina tion requ ired under 
th is subsection and who is no longe r in attendance shall rece ive a ce rtifica te o f 
attendance from  the school d is tr ic t ind ica ting the years o f attendance and tha t the 
pup il has no t passed a competency exam ina tion o r received a d ip lom a.

(b ) A  pup il w ho fa ils the exam ina tion requ ired under th is section may be 
reexam ined. A  reexam ination may no t be o ffe red more often than once eve iy three 
months and must occur w ith in three years afte r the date the pup il is no longe r in 
attendance. A  pup il w ho passes the reexam ina tion and w ho meets any other 
graduation requirements shall rece ive a d ip lom a from the
schoo l d is tric t.
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S e c o n d a r y  P u p i l  C o m p e t e n c y  

T e s t i n g  ( A . S .  1 4 . 0 3 . 0 7 5 )

• Students must pass a competency test in 
reading, writing, and math and complete 
credit requirements to receive a diploma

• Students who fail the exam may be 
reexamined up to three years after they are 
no longer in attendance.
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D e v e l o p i n g  a  C o m p e t e n c y  T e s t

• What should be on the test? (Content)

• How will the students be assessed?
—  Lega l D e fe n s ib ility

• Making the decision about passing the test.
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A l a s k a ’ s  

T h e  H i g h  S c h o o l  G r a d u a t i o n  

Q u a l i f y i n g  E x a m i n a t i o n

• Alaskans Passed the Law
• Alaskans Developed the Standards
• Alaskans Selected the Test Questions
• Alaskans Will Set the Passing Score
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C o n t e n t  o f  t h e  T e s t

• The subject matter areas to be tested are:
—  Read ing

—  W r it in g

—  M a them a tics

• Alaska Content Standards (1992)
• Alaska Performance Standards for reading, 

writing, and mathematics (1998)
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S e l e c t i n g  T e s t  Q u e s t i o n s

• Test Contractor is CTB/McGraw-Hill
• Our test questions were selected from large 

pooi o f questions developed by CTB
-  Test questions were matched to the standards 
b y C TB

—  Test questions were then rev iew ed b y A laskans
• Content match to standards
• Cultural appropriateness to Alaska
• Technical quality
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S c o r i n g  t h e  T e s t s

• 1 point for each correct multiple-choice 
question

• Open-ended questions have varying number 
o f points using scales o f 0-1 to 0-6.

• Sum o f the points yields a total score
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S e t t i n g  t h e  P a s s i n g  S c o r e

Not Passed Passed

Low
Score

■; j High
1 Qporp

Here? Or Here?

Where?
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E s t a b l i s h i n g  a  P a s s i n g  S c o r e

• Make a judgement for each test question
• “Should the HS graduate we want in the 

future be able to correctly answer the 
question?”

• Go through the test item by item and make 
this judgement
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T h e  B o o k m a r k  M e t h o d ’ s  

I n n o v a t i o n

• Use o f the ordered item booklet
• Each test question is placed on a separate 

sheet o f paper.
• These are arranged in a notebook in order 

from the easiest question to the hardest
• Participant places a “bookmark” at the place 

where they judge the question as above the 
level o f competency desired.
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D e t e r m i n i n g  “ E a s i e s t  t o  H a r d e s t ”  

T e s t  Q u e s t i o n s

• All 10th grade students in Alaska will take 
the test on March 7, 8, and 9, 2000

• CTB/McGraw-Hill will score the tests
• “Easiest to Hardest” questions are based on 

the percent o f students who get each 
question correct

• This information is required for setting the 
passing score and is why we must wait until 
June and are not advised to do it now.
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T h e  O r d e r e d  I t e m  B o o k l e t

Low T High
Cut Score
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B o o k m a r k  W o r k s h o p

• Participants will take the test, study the 
items, scoring guides, and standards

• Participants will go through 3 rounds o f 
setting the bookmark with discussions o f 
differences after each round

• Participants will write performance 
descriptions o f what students should know 
that are as specific as possible without 
educational jargon.
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P r o b l e m s  S o l v e d  u s i n g  

B o o k m a r k i n g

• Participants don’t have to guess at the 
difficulty o f a question.

• Traditional method causes inconsistencies
—  I f  item s are ju d g e d as easy (bu t are re a lly hard) 
then these are in c lu ded under the cu t score

—  I f  item s are ju d g e d as hard (bu t are re a lly easy) 
then these are no t in c lu ded under the cu t score
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W h y  B o o k m a r k i n g ?

• This is currently considered the best method 
for establishing a passing score because it 
has withstood legal challenges.

• Does not produce a cut score where a 
student who really is competent fails the test 
or vice versa.

• States who have used traditional method are 
re-doing their cut scores using the 
Bookmark Method.
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