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The House Committee on Community and Regional Affairs has scheduled an
oversight hearing on the decision by the Department of Transportation to not open the
Taylor, Denali, and Copper River Highways, the McCarthy Road, and the road from
Nome to Teller and the three roads from Nome.

The residents of these areas depend on these seasonal roads for access.

Many of

these people have planned their food, fuel, and supply purchases based on the timely

opening of these roads.

With transportation in these areas already severely limited, | am

concerned about how this decision will affect the people of these rural communities.

| would appreciate it if you, or someone from the Department of Transportation
and Public Facilities would be available to answer these questions at the hearing
scheduled on this matter for March 9, 1999 at 8:00 am.

Please let me know as soon as possible who from your Department will be

available for the hearing.

Sincerelv vours.

Andrew Halcro

E-Mail: Rcpresen(ativi_An<ircwJtalcro@legis.jlate.ak.ui
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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska

Department of Transportation & Public Facilities
Office of the Commissioner

TO; James R Ayers DATE: Februmy 17, 1999
Chiefof Staff
O ffice of the Governor TELEPHONE NO: 465-390!

TEXT TELEPHONE: 465-3652
FAX NUMBER: 586-8365

FROM: Jjoseph L. Perkins, P.E, subject: Delay ofRoad Openings

Commissioner

The recent FY99 budget reductions for DOT&PF were allocated with a priority
for continuing the current maintenance level of school bus routes and heavily
traveled roads. Reductions were targeted to areas which will have the
minimum Impacton the citizens ofthe state, The following is a listing of state
roads (no winter maintenance) which will have delayed openings this spring.
Roads listed will be allowed to thaw naturally with no DOT effort for early
opening. Exact date of opening after natural thaw is dependent on the
weather but we have included our best estimate below. The projected cost
savings for FY99 is $316,000.

Road Name Projected Opening

Interior District

Taylor Highway (Mile 0 - 160) June 1, 1999
Boundary Spur (Mile 0 - 13) June 1, 1999
Eureka Road (Mile 0-2) June 1, 1999
Denali Highway (Mile 60 - 129)* June 1, 1999
Tofty Road (Mile 0-15) June 1, 1999
Fairbanks Creek Road (Mile 0 - 8.3) June 1, 1999-
Nome Creek Road (Mile 0-7) June 1, 1999
Southcentral District;
McCarthy Road (Milo 0-60) May 24. 1999
Denali Highway (Mile 0 - 60) May 24, 1999
Copper River Highway (Mile 17 - 49) June 1", 1999
W estern D istrict
Teller Road (Mile 0 - 72) June 30, 1999
Council Road (Mile 0 - 75) July 15, 1999
Kougarak Road (Mile 0-84) July 10. 1999
Glacier CrEck Road (Mile 0-21) July 10. 1999
Dexter Bypass (Mile 1/2 - 5) June 30, 1999

AH mining roads along the Steese Highway have routinely been leftto melt

open in the paal

Annalee McConnell, Director, Office of Management and Budget
Ron Clarke, StaffAssistant. O ffice ofthe Com missioner

Debbie Scdwik, Commissioner. DCED

John Shively, Commissioner, DNR

Pat Pourchot, Legislative Director, O ffice ofthe Governor

CC:



Highway/Road

. Tayr%ryllg}q_l %ay/Eagle

b. Boundary Spur
To%o the L(j)rld Highway)

2. McCarthy Road

3 Nome -Teller Road

Cost Savings

$132000

$ 8700

$35700
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4. Denali Highway (MP 0-82)

5 Nome /Council Road

6 Glacier Creek /Nome

7 Denali Highway (MP 8-129)

8 Copper River Hwy. /Cordova

9 Faabanks CreegnReoad
Eure}é /?iampart )

10 U.S. Creek

N Kougarok Road /Nome
Dexter Bypass

$13,000

$34700

$ 10,100

$7,500

$ 15000

$ 3%0

$ 180

$43000
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Nome. Road accesses active gold
mines. Impact on mining.
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Tour operators fume as state delays
opening of some roads

The Associated Press
FAIRBANKS The state Department of Transportation and Public

Facilities says itcan"t cover the cost of opening roads - including the

Taylor and Denali highways -before breakup this year.

That announcement has angered tourism operators, miners and

residents from Eagle to Tok.

"It"s not just Tok, ithurts the whole state,” said Dianne Jenkins of the

Tok Chamber of Commerce.

"All these people coming up and down (the Taylor) highway are
headed to Fairbanks or Kenai or Anchorage," she told the Fairbanks

Daily News-Miner on Tuesday.

The agency usually has the Taylor Highway opened by mid-April
and the Denali Highway ready by the end of April. Those roads now
will be opened after the spring thaw -probably around the first of

.June.

Other major land routes affected by the decision are the McCarthy
Road, partof the Copper River Highway, and roads leading from

Nome towestern villages.

"The (DOT) commissioner was looking for something that impacted
the fewest people we could, and still keep heavily traveled routes
open without impact and keep the school buses running," said Ralph

Swarthout, director of maintenance and operations for the agency"s

northern region.

The problem is that the agency recently sustained a nearly $1 million
cut in itscurrent operating budget because of impacts from low oil

prices.

Eliminating the early road openings will save $316,000, the Northern
Region®s share of the statewide cut, said Dennis Poshard, special

assistant to the DO T commissioner in Juneau.
Another higher-profile austerity measure will be extending

. Southcentral ferry service by only two weeks instead of amonth as
originally planned, for a savings of just >vcr $100,000.

3/4/03:01 PM
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Other operational savings around the state will come from such
in-house reductions as less department travel and materials

purchases, Poshard said.

"l think the majority of the rest are being absorbed in a way the
public is not going to really notice automatically,” Poshard said.

Local tourism operators bemoaned the decision Tuesday ata monthly
meeting of the Fairbanks chapter of the Alaska Visitors Association.
Brett Carlson, secretary of the local AV A chapter, told those there to

call the agency about their concerns.

"Delayed (Taylor) maintenance until June 1will very likely force the

cancellation of established tours to Eagle and serious delays for
visitors entering Alaska from the Yukon on the Top of the World

Highway," said a "Call Today!!!" handout distributed at the meeting.

Holland America Westours recently spent $4 million for anew boat
to transport 110 people during each Yukon River trip between Eagle

and Dawson.

Starting May 19, the tour company plans to drive visitors from
Fairbanks to Eagle via the Taylor Highway. There, they will board
the riverboat for acruise upriver to Dawson City in the Yukon, a
package tour that runs about $500 per person, said Ken Bechtel,
division manager in Fairbanks.

"We're looking at a $50,000 to $60,000 impact each day,” he said. "If

we can't getthe people there, they can't get on our ship."”

Expressions of concern were not limited to the Taylor Highway.
Owners of lodges along the Denali Highway also were concerned
about their early-season business.

The Mile 0 to Mile 60 portion of the Denali is expected to be open
around May 24, with the rest of the highway ready June 1

"I'm sure it will hurtour business something fierce,” said Karen
Eldridge, owner of the Paxson Inn and Lodge at thejunction of the
Richardson and Denali highways.

Back!lge IHome IUser Agreement

Problems? Suggestions? Let us hear from you.
Copyright © 1999 The Anchorage Daily News

http://www.adn.com/siorics/r99030453.luml
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Budget crunch to keep roads shut until breakup

Wednesday, March 03, 1999

By SEAN COCKERHAM
StaffWriter

The Alaska Department of Transportation says itcannot afford to open roads, Including the Taylor
and Denali highways, before breakup this year, a declaration that has upset tourism operators,

miners and residents from Eagle to Tok.

"It's not just Tok, Ithurts the whole state,” said Dianne Jenkins of the Tok Chamber of Commerce.
“All these people coming up and down the (Taylor) Highway are headed to Fairbanks or Kenai or

Anchorage."”

DOT usually has the Taylor Highway opened by mid-April and the Denali Highway by the end of
April. Now those roads will be opened after thaw, likely the first of June.

Other major roads affected by the decision are the McCarthy Road, part of the Copper River
Highway and the roads leading from Nome to western villages.

"The (DOT) commissioner was looking for something that impacted the fewest people we could,
and stll keep heavily traveled routes open without impact and keep the school buses running," said
Ralph Swarthout, director of maintenance and operations for DOT"S northern region.

The problem is that DOT was recently hitwith a nearly $1 million reduction in this years budget in
response to low oil prices.

Eliminating the early road openings will save $316,000, the Northern Region’ share of the
statewide cut, said Dennis Poshard, special assistant to the DOT commissioner inJuneau.

Another higher-profile austerity measure in the state is to expand Southcentral ferry service by
only two weeks instead of a month as planned, for a savings of just over $100,000.

The other cost savings around the state will come from in-house reductions, such as less
department travel and purchasing of material, Poshard said.

"I think the majority of the rest are being absorbed ina way the public is not going to really notice
automatically," Poshard said, adding that they will have long-term impacts.

The public is certainly taking notice of the plan to not open the roads before breakup.

Local tourism operators bemoaned the decision Tuesday at a monthly meeting of the Fairbanks
chapter of the Alaska Visitors Association. Brett Carlson, secretary of the local AVA chapter, told

those present to call DOT with concerns.

"Delayed (Taylor) maintenance until June 1 will very likely force the cancellation of established
tours to Eagle and serious delays for visitors entering Alaska from the Yukon on the Top of the
World Highway," said a "Call Today!!!" handout at the meeting.

lof3 3/5/99 10:51 AM
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Holland America Westours just spent $4 million fora new boat to transport 110 people during each
Yukon River trip between Eagle and Dawson.

Starting May 19, the tour company plans to use the Taylor when driving visitors from Fairbanks to
Eagle. Then, they will board the riverboat for a cruise upriver to Dawson City in Canada, a package
tour that costs about $500 per person, said Ken Bechtel, division manager in Fairbanks.

"We"re looking at a $50,000 to $60,000 impact each day," he said. "Ifwe can"t get the people
there, they can"t get on our ship."

Eagle Mayor Jerry Nelson cited the tourism loss to his community Ina Tuesday phone interview.
People in the isolated community are also concerned about shipping in building materials to take

advantage of the short building season, he said.

In addition, the mayor said, ifthe road isallowed to thaw naturally, the melting ice will wash out
the road.

"So they are going to have to spend the money later as now, isour contention,” Nelson said.

DOT officials say they do expect some road damage, but they always send maintenance crews out
to the roads to get them ready.

"We are just going to be doing that later and ltmay be slightly worse," said Poshard, adding that
the $316,000 in savings includes such considerations.

DOT will make a push to allow fuel to be delivered to miners on the Taylor Highway from Tetlin
Junction to the south fork of the Fortymile River. That southern half, Mile 0 to 75 of the Taylor, will

be opened for traffic from March 25-31.
DOT has heard complaints from miners about not opening the road.

"Itwould have a very serious impact I would think," said Curt Freemen, a mining consultant with
Avalon Development. "Mineral activity along the Taylor Highway has picked up drastically the last

two years."

Worries are not limited to the Taylor. Owners of lodges along the Denali Highway are concerned
about early-season business. Mile 0 to 60 of the Denali isexpected to be open around May 24, with

the rest of the highway coming on-line June 1.

"1"m sure itwill hurt our business something fierce," said Karen Eldridge, owner of the Paxson Inn
and Lodge at the junction of the Richardson and Denali highways.

Some, like the mayor of Eagle, think DOT will go ahead and open the roads early in the end.

"I"ve been here well over 20 years," Nelson said. "This stuff has come along a dozen times . ..
always at the last moment they do something."

Staff Writer Patricia Jones contributed to this report.

This little piggy went to market..

20f3 3/5/9 10:51 A M
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Taylor Highway may be closed until June
A Whitehorse Star Archive story originally published February 25, 1999

By Jason Small

Dawson City may have no connection to Alaska into June this year.

The Alaska government has announced mtwill not clear snow from the Taylor Highway in
May, as itnormally does, and as isdone on the Canadian side, the Top of the World Highway.

The Alaskans said that due to budgetary restraints, they will hold off the usual clearing and let
the gravel road melt offon itsown. This will see the American side of the highway probably

remaining closed until at least June 1.

Klondike M L A Peter Jenkins of the Yukon Party implored Transportation Services Minister

Dave Keenan in the legislature yesterday to do something about the problem.
The minister replied that he has already sent a letter to his counterpart in Alaska.

The letter Keenan sent to the Alaskan Commissioner of Transportation and Public Facilities,
Joseph Perkins, dated Feb. 22, asked the Alaskan government to ::econsider opening the

highway at its usual time of early May.

If the state cannot do itbhy then, the minister asked that itopen the road by May 15, the usual
time for the launch of the George Black ferry on the Yukon River between Dawson and West

Dawson.

In the letter, Keenan points out that opening the road on time would help continue the growing

tourism trade in the area.

“1t3 a little bit perplexing,”’Keenan said in an interviewWednesday of the Alaskans *decision

not to clear off the road.
“This would be very much to the detriment of both jurisdictions," the minister said.

One man who isworried about the situation isDenny Kobayashi, executive director of the

Klondike Visitors Association inDawson.

“W e have serious, serious concerns of this,””’said Kobayashi, who was shocked when he first

heard of Alaska % decision.

Kobayashi fears that ifthe road isnot open in time, many American tourists will not even stop

in the Yukon except toget gas in Haines Junction.

“This decision isgoing to cost the Yukon thousands of (visitors) and hundreds of thousands of

dollars out of the Yukon tourismeconomy, *’he said.

There has been considerable work to extend the length of the summer tourism season in the

area from just being three months long, he noted.

“This decision reverses all of that work and throws itaway, >’he said.



«
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Kobayashi is afraid lhat the extended closure will cause problems for the Yukon Queen boat
which takes people between Eagle, Alaska and Dawson. The boat usually starts in May, but if
the Taylor Highway isn’t open in time, the buses which take people from Fairbanks to Eagle to

get on the vessel will not gel through.

Recently, both the Top of the World Highway and a portion of the Taylor Highway were chip
sealed, to improve the road. As well, another part of the Taylor was widened.

Kobayashi thinks leaving the snow to melt off itself will deteriorate the road and undo some of
the repairs that have gone into it.

All content ©1997 The Whitehorse Star
Site hosted and served by Internet Yukon Inc.
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Don"t abandon roads

The state3 budget may be tight, but it3 not so tight
that we must start abandoning our road maintenance.
The administration and, if necessary, the Legislature,
should And some way to get the snow offour summer-
only highways so they won The damaged by melt water
this spring and so people who rely upon them are not
severely inconvenienced.

It3 too late to announce that the state will not peel
:back the drifts this spring on highways such as the De-
nali and Taylor. Individuals and businesses have com —
mitments based on the availability of those roads. The
state shouldn T even consider keeping the plows at
home to save $300,000.

Ifwe need to save some money next year, the Legis—
lature should be talking about spring plowing inbudget
subcommittees now. But for thisyear, the state needs to
keep its promises.

Department of Transportation officials say they re—
alize that leaving the snow on the roads will cause some
damage that will cost money to repair, and they have
worked that into their calculations of the savings.

However, people along these roads are justifiably
skeptical. They Ve seen what one small melting snow
drift, even plowed to one side, can do to a relatively dry
road surface in just a few days. Ifthe road bed has been
soaked from snow left on its surface, as will happen if
it3 not plowed, the erosion will be even greater. If the
roads are then driven upon before drying sufficiently,
the damage can be compounded.

Debating the relative costs is speculative, though.
The most Important issue is the state3 previous com-
:mltment

If nothing else, the Legislature should obtain a sup-
eplemental appropriation for this work. The state must
keep its promises to the people and businesses who
have been relying upon the road 3 open status. Failing
to do so will not only erode the road but also the state 3
reputation.

Views *

* k%
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Sunday, March 7, 1999

Road cuts
Symptom of a graver malady

By Daily News editorial staff

Folks in the tourism business are upset with the state. The
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities has withdrawn
some $316,000 that would have been used to open roads in the
Interior and western Alaska before breakup. The Taylor and Denali
highways were on the list, as well as the McCarthy Road. The three
provide access to major tourist destinations, including Dawson in the

Yukon Territory.

Tour operators and those who depend on road traffic for their
livelihood can"t fathom DOT"s decision. Itseems shortsighted, even
punitive, given that tourists begin to arrive in numbers as soon as the
snow disappears. Why wait until the Midnight Sun iscasting a

golden glow to get out the road maintenance equipment?

The answer issimple: Budget cuts. As DO T Commissioner Joe

Perkins says, "l have been here five years, and | have been cut every

year."

Lawmakers and the governor don"t have the money they had, and so
far, the Legislature shows no interest in raising taxes. Gov. Tony
Knowles® proposed gas tax, which would deliver an additional $25

million annually for roads, hasn"t even had a hearing.

W e are not going to have the roads, facilities and services we have
enjoyed since Prudhoe Bay began pumping ifwe don"t spend new
money -whether from taxes, Alaska Permanent Fund earnings or the
body of the fund itself.

The tour operators and others who are unhappy are just like the rest
of us: They have grown accustomed to the state taking care of
business at little or no cost to the people. This notion - that citizens
are entitled to a vast array of services without paying a penny - is
fantastic to people who live inNew Jersey, Minnesota and
California, where serious taxes are the norm. Eventually, itwill

become fantastic to us too.

The budget debate in Juneau may seem abstract, even unreal. It's not.
The effects are palpable, as this road tale demonstrates, and it'sa tale

that will be told, inmany forms, over and over.

http://Aww.ach.con/onors/oditions/stories/T9030786 .t 7il

7/ 12:45PM


http://www.adn.com/cncws/cditions/stories/T99030786.htr7il

Interiar scraping along with below-nomiul sosfall hittp://search..nenschoiicc..aonvfokmnr/ [bkemirfpg/99*03-02_blsnon02.asp

Interior scraping along witn below-normal snowfall

Tuesday, March 02,1999

By TIM MOWRY
Staff Writer

While the Cold Snap of 1999 ended three weeks ago, the Snow Drought of 1998-99 continues inthe Interior.

With only 26.2 inches of snow at the Fairbanks Intermational Airport, thiswinter will rank No. 3 on the all-time listof
lowest seasonal snowfalls ifno more snow comes. And the experts don"t expect much more.

"Unless we get a meteorological miracle itdoes not look like there®s going to be much change," said meteorologist
Ted Fathauerat the National Weather Service office in Fairbanks.

"It’s not looking good," said Fathauer, an avid downhill skier. 'Based on the law of averages, we"d be lucky toget 2 or
3 inches of snowfall."

Snowfal I typically drops off starting in March. Temperatures in the north Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea are at their
coldest, resulting invery little evaporation. The air circulation pattermn pushes clouds out of the Tanana Valley rather

than drawing them in.
m Fairbanks has received between 1and 2 inches of snow since the weekend, but that will probably be the last snow

foi a while. The band of clouds that brought the snow ismoving northeast out of Alaska, and dry northeasterly winds
out of the Yukon Territory will soon make their presence felt in the form of colder-than-normal temperatures.

"That’s a bad scene for snow up here," Fathauer said.

Inan average year, Fairbanks gets almost 6 feet of snow - about 70 inches —and most of ithas fallen by this time
of year. The average snowfall for March isabout 7 inches, and April"s average snowfall isabout half of that.

Comparing seasons through March 1, this winter ranks No. 8 on the low snowfall list. OF the seven winters with less
snow on that date, six rank among the lowest 10 seasonal snowfalls on record.

"The statistics are pretty deathly,” Fathauer said.
The winter o< 1918-19 ranks as the year with the lowest snowfall ever recorded, with only 12.0 inches, of which 10.8

had fallenas of March 1. Only 22.9 inches of snow fl in the winter of 1952-53 and 19.8 inches was on the ground
by March 1. No. 3 on the all-time low snowfall It is 1926-27, with 31.3 inches.

"We"re going to have to climb to get that,"” Fathauer said.
While the Interior's snowfall has been below normal, that's not the case in other parts of the state.
Anchorage has had more than 5 (eet of snow. Juneau has had almost double that. Nome has almost 6 feet, ranking
this winter among the top 10 heaviest snow years inthe Bering Sea coast village. Even down inValdez, where the
season snowfall is6 feet below normal, almost 16 feet of snow --190.8 inches to be exact —has fallen this winter.
Everywhere there isshow, itseems, except the Interior. Nonetheless, few in the Interior are really complaining.

. Cross-country skiers started skiing on groomed trails in October, though itwas marginal skiing for another month.

Two of the area”s three downhill ski areas have been open since December, only a week or two later than normal,
and the third opened last month.
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"This is the time for spring skiing," said Steve Birdsall at Mount Aurora Skiland on Clean/ Summit. "We"re hoping for
some more snow."

About 2 inches of new snow fdl at Skiland over the weekend, and #was 4ill snowing Monday afternoon. "When
we"re used to getting an eighth of an inch, 2 inches feels like a real storm," Birdsall said.

With more daylight and warmer temperatures, March is the busiest month of the winter for downhill skiing and
snowboa“ding. More snow means more business.

"We Ve got enough snow to get through," Birdsall said. "Even ifwe don"t get any more snow, we e probably good for
three or four more weeks."

"Ifwe get some snow we could be open through the end of April," he said,

Mushers and snowmachiners haven™t had the greatest trail conditions to trael, but they®ve been able to get around.
There was plenty of snow for both the Yukon Quest Intemational Sled Dog Race from Fairbanks to Whitehorse and
the 1,971-mile lron Dog Gold Rush Classic snowmachine race, which finished in Fairbanks on Saturday.

Trails in the White Mountains National Recreation Area north of Fairbanks are rougher and have more ice and
overflow than normal, but snowmachiners, skiers and dog mushers are sl lining up outside the Bureau of Land
Management offices to reserve one of the area®s 10 public use cabins for spring break, said recreation planner
Randy Goodwin.

Some of the 200 miles of tail in the million-acre area are marginal, Goodwin said. "'Lots of ice. Overflow. Thin snow
cover," Goodwin said insumming up trail conditions.

The lack of sr.ow cut down on use early in the season, especially for snowmachiners, Goodwin said. But with enough
snow to get around now, cabins are almost filled up for the spring break in 1(1/2] weeks. Spring break is traditionally
the time of year when use inthe White Mountains peaks.

Goodwin said some new snow would make the spring break tripsa lotmore enjoyable —and smoother.

"Itwould sure help the trails,” he said. "We"re only doing marginal grooming now because the trails are so hard
packed. There®s not much snow you can scrape up."

This marks the fourth straight winter Fairbanks has had below-normal snowfall, though none of the previous three
comes close to this one. There was 56.1 inches in 1995-96, 67.2 inches in 1996-97 and 46.0 inches last winter.

Please check out our featured link(s):

© Media News Group, Inc. and Fairbanks Publishing Company, Inc.
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http://scardi.ncwschoicc.coin/fbkmnr/fbkmnrfpg/99-03-02_blsnow02.asp
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March 5, 1999

The Honorable Carl Morgan
Alaska State Capital
Juneau, A K 99801

RE: TaylorHighway Maintenance

Dear Mr. Morgan,

It is my understanding that maintenance will be delayed on the Taylor Highway until June 1. This
delay in maintenance will have a strong economic impact on our operation. We have operated on
the Taylor Highway for several years and depend on this road being maintained for the safe
passage o four motorcoaches from Tok to Eagle. We have planned our tours and itineraries
according to how the Taylor Highway has been maintained in previous years. It was a surprise to
learn that maintenance this year was going to be delayed until June 1

This year we will begin our operation on the Taylor Highway May 19. Our capacity for this tour
is 110 passengers in each direction. |f the Taylor Highway is inaccessible we will be forced to fly
passengers between Tok and Eagle. With the cost of chartering aircraft to fly 220 people
between Tok and Eagle at S1S.000 per day, we are looking ai a total cost 0f S195.000. If in the
future we could not depend on the Taylor Highway being maintained as in the past, and we were
forced to cancel operations until June 1 our company could see a potential revenue loss of
S1.478,620. This figure was calculated assuming 220 passengers traveling each day between
Fairbanks and Dawson from May 19 to June 1. The price ofthe tour between Fairbanks and

Dawson is S517 per person.

| thank you for your time and appreciate any effort to support funding for the maintenance o fthe
Taylor highway as it has been maintained in the past.

Sincerely,

Ken Bechtel

Fairbanks Division Manager

1980 South Cuihmtn Street « Fiirtwnlu, AK 99701 « 907 « 45&-7741 « Fix: 907 » 4524321
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06 March 1999

House Committee on Community’and Regional Affairs
Alaska State Legislature
Slate Capitol, Room 418
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Committee Members:

The Alaska Department of Transportation [DOTJ recently announced plans to delay the
opening of the Taylor and Top of the World Highways until June 1°. In making this
announcement the DOT stated that the Taylor and Top pf the World Highways were
targeted for a delayed opening because the action would have a “minimum impacton the
citizens of the state”. Alaska Visitor Association - Fairbanks [AVA-Fairbanks[]) is a trade
association representing the interests of the Fairbanks/Interior visitor industry. Since the
DOT's announcement, AVA-Fairbanks has received a strong message from both its small
and large business members that o delay in the opening of the Taylor and Top of the
World Highways will have significant short and long-term impacts on the economic
well-being of their businesses.

Specific concerns in regards to the delayed road opening include the following:

ITie traditional summer visitor season in Alaska has always been a short one. In
recentyears, significant monies anil energies have beep expended by visitor industry
businesses, the Fairbanks Convention & Visitors Bureau, and the State ofAlaska to
expand the traditional summer visitor season earlier into May and later into
September.  These "shoulder season - visitors bring critical incremental revenues lo
visitor industry businesses at a time of year wheh their attractions and their
accommodations would otherwise be empty. Delaying the opening ofone ofonly two
"gateway" highways into Alaska does nothing to help Fairbanks/Interior visitor
Industry businesses convert their significant marketing investment into visitor
industry dollars.

The delayed highway opening puts at risk a strong and positive visitor industry
marketing partnership between Fairbanks/Interior and Dawson City/Yukon that has
been years in the making. Currently, the Klondike Visitors Association [Dawson
City] and Tourism Yukon [Yukon Tetritory] spend millions of dollars each year
promotin? the Gold Rush heritage ofthefar north Nearly all the visitors who ate
successfullypersuaded to visit Dawson City continue their travels into Alaska via the
Top ofthe Worldand Taylor Highways. F.ach ofthese visitors contribute Important
dollars to the highway communities of Eagle, Chicken, Tok Delta Junction, and
North Pole before arriving in Fairbanks. Ifthe opening ofthe Taylorand Topofthe
World Highways is delayed until June 1", on May > “ihe George Black Ferry will
beginferrring visitors across the Yukon River who will then embark on theirJourney
toward Alaska only tofind Alaska "closedfar business”,



Aladka hes becarea truly warld-dass Msitar destiretion, and Alaskal's sitar indLstry hes beaoe ae of
tre ngar players in an inoessingly divardified Alaska ecoony. Raraining d warlddass isitar
cestiretion requires celivering the Alaska visitar a superlative eqoerience thet Wil in tum result in
inoressing nunroers of repeat and ward-oHrouth vsitas. . Thousanos ofviditars have alreedyfirelized a
May=dure 190 Alada (rad itinerary thet indudes May travel an the Taylar and Top of the Wérdd
Hgways Thee sane vsitas have alreedy mace resenatians aid paid deosits toresonve lodging and
atraction space throughout Aladkq, and thus do nat have theflexdhility at this late [cHle to switch their
travel ontre Taylar and Tapoftre Warld Hghwaysfrom the inbourdportion of their Aladka itinerary to
the autbourdpartion Does Alad<g, as a warld-dass visitar destiratian, bilUt™t-s"gpogaialdt iaJmvilia
usitars to Alada wo will amive in Alaska anly tofind thet a dosed highway hes rendered thelr pre-
planned andore-booked Alada trad itinerary usaless?

Anga taur goeratar, aurently bringing tars of thousands of visitars to Fairbenks each sunmer, hes
invested over 4 nilliondollars to build a 1104essager boet thet will travel betvwween Danson dry and
Exdle thissummer. Arewdodkfacility hes been built in Fuge to acoomocke trerewboat Begiming
MVay 19" the lour gperator plans to gperate o aoednes per day anttie Taylar Hghnay, as it taursguests
o a raue betveen Eege, Ghiden, Tk Della fudian, and Fairerks. Tre delayed goening of the
Taylar Hghway will result in significant nective financial inglicatias for the ngjor tour goeraidk
adversely inpect the nrany sirall Eegle, Tdk Delta Jundtion, and Fairbarnks businessss thet cater to tre
operatar’'s astanes, anddisgpoint thousands of Alaska visitars wohave drearred aboout, plannedifor,
and<edfor trevecationofa lifetine  Tre logteminplicatios are equelly arinos — a ngjar tour
gperator hes badly investedmilliors ofddllars ininfrastructure and millias more inmarketing to bring
Mgitars to Fairbanks and Interior Alaska during the aritical 'shoulder season’™ —Mll this mgjor tour
goerator aatine o nae this inesnet? — if mt, tre lagtam ecomaric inpeds to
Fairtanks-Tnteriar visitar indLstry businessss will besavere.

In a state where the Governor proudly and repeatedly declares the state "0ﬁen for business",,one would hope
for a recognition on the part of the Administration and the DOT that the existence ojf a stable operating
environment is an important requisite for companies to make significant investments in lthe state of Alaska.
Each year, hundreds of millions of dollars are invested by the visitor industry in Alaska to construct
infrastructure and fund marketing efforts. These investments are made only when the industry is confident thad
the state will not rashly or suddenly take actions that put the investments at risk. Closing 'a previously opene

road with no public input and mere months of prior notice clearly qualifies as a rash and sudden action.

AVA-Fairbanks and its visitor_industry members. like all Alaskans, recognize and appreoiate the difficult
funding decision faced by the DOT. Further, AVA-Faubanks accepts that DOT has attemPted to target for
funding reductions those areas that it believes will have "minimum impact on the citizens of the state". Yet.
the AVA-Fairbanks has heard loudly and clearly from its many Fairbanks/Interior memtjers, who depend oh
the visitor industry to put food on their table and a roof over their head, that delaying the openlnF ofthe Taylor
and Top of the Wotld H|ghwa%/s until June 1* will liave sEmﬂ_cant negative economic impacts titat will last far
beyond June [u 1999. On behalf of its membership, AVA-Fairbanks urges members of the House Committee
on Community and Regional Affairs to work with the DOT to restore the maintenance funding for the Taylor
and Top of the World Highways necessary to ensure the highways arc “open for business" in the spring of

1999,
Sincerely

< K a |

kathy Helfrick
President, AVA-Fairbanks ]

cc: Interior Delegation

Department of Transportation and ?ublic Facilities



CALL TODAY

As part of the proposed budget cuts, the State Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
(DOT&PF) has eliminated maintenance on the Taylor Highway and the Top of the World
Highway until June 1, 1999. This delay means that residents and tourism businesses will be
unable to travel the road until much later in the season. Call the people below or send an email

or fax to letthem know this road needs to be open. The state administration needs to hear from

you and your frieuds now!

Discussion points are offered below to assist you inyour effort. Thank you!

DOT&PFs normal maintenance on the Taylor and Top cf tire World Highway includes thawing
culverts and moving large snow patches to ensure a passable road by early May. Thawing
culverts helps avoid road washouts and clearing the road early helps it dry out (takes about 2
weeks) before many vehicles start to use it. Drying out the road helps avoid"ruts and potholes,
which requires additional maintenance. Maintenance must be moved up in time to ensure the
highway 1is passable and dry by May 15. The Taylor Highway needs to be open from Tok to
Eagle; the Top of the World Highway needs to be open from the junction with the Taylor

Highway toBoundary. Reasons are noted below.

The visitor industry has worked long and hard to extend the "shoulder season”beyond the
peak summer months. Delayed maintenance until June 1 will very likely force the
cancellation of established tours to Eagle and serious delaysfor visitors entering Alaska
from the Yukon on the Top oft ke World Highway. There has been no advance warning to
companies booking these tours or to travelers driving these highways! *

Tourism provides jobs and significant, direct economic berefits to thi state™s economy.
(Corporate taxes alone contributed about $70 million into slate coffers.) Tourism is also
touted as a public-private partnership. Yet, the cutback iIn state maintenance on these
highway routes will Jeopardize private investments made in equipment, inventory and
fecilities, and raises concerns about the state™s commitment to tourism.

Visitor traffic on the Taylor Highway isgreater than might be known, ohMay 19. Grayline
Tours begins their annual operation running two passenger coaches per day, seven days a
week, toEagle. Princess Tours starts the same time and will operate one coach, four limes
a week on thissame route. Each coach holds 42 people. On any given dtxy, 84-126 visitors



on a package tour use this highway. This is in addition to independent travelers and
residential traffic.

A new 112-passenger boat for use on the Yukon River will go into ~service this year,
departingfrom Eagle. In addition, a new dockfacility has been constructedfor the boat.
Ifvisitors cannot be brought up the Taylor Highway to access the boat.Hhe company who
owns these improvements will not recoup their costs.

The ferryfrom Dawson City across the Yukon River starts operating between May IS and
May 20. The Top of the World Highway needs to be cleared to provide through road
connectionsfrom Canada toAlaska. Eliminating maintenance until June 1 makes no sense
in light of the state”s successful, special marketing efforts to increase highway travel last
year. -

Although the traffic on this road may be less than on others, these highways serve as the
lifelire for residents and businesses in Eagle, "Tk, Chicken and Dawson City. These
communities will suffer economically because the highw.y is impassable preventing
visitorsfrom spending money and enhancing the local economies.

Commissioner Joseph Perkins

Phone: 9U7-46S-3901
Fax: 907-586-8365
Email: joejperkins@dot.statc.ak.us

Northern Region Director, Tony Johansen
Phone: 907-451-2211
Fax: 907-451-2333
Email: tonyJohansen@dot.state.ak.us
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(DAWSON TO FAIRBANKS)

Here you are literally on top of it all. That spellbind-
ing, spectral land you've read about stretches out
ahead for miles. This is the land that used to be
London’s. Now it’s yours, and for those who make the
trek over the Top of the World Highway from Dawson
to Fairbanks, the journey will never be forgotten.

They arc still here. The drcam]
that o:X* frolicked deep in die heart
of the"\gikon. et hick Witle Cmp
and the tiny town of Chicken, south
along the highway to Tok. the hopes
and dreams of the people who came
to das liuid more than 100years
aqo still feel tangible.

But the junction of the
Alaska Highway snaps you
back from your iw aic and
drops you Into 1997, So do
hat the miners did. Turn
rest and head for the big
ity, Fairbanks.
The first settlement that *

ses to meet road travelers is Tok,
the state * official sled dog capital,
There an* several major conve-
nience store/gas station stops in
Tok, so take advanrage of the
steaming hot lattes, ivstrooms,
snacks and fuel.

Other stops in town to make
arc die Alaska Public Lands

InfomiationS™ecdthe'yulon
InfoniwiiiM”ycater, housed intone*.. *
budding. T11 fohiicarion of food,
fuel and information will propel
gou down the mad inward [XItu
unction, where traveler, will p i
their first ghmpm of [ trrtu*-
Aluska pipeline, which parallels tin-
rond. In 1942 this town was die
official end of the Alaska Highway,
although today the highway con-
tinues to Fairbanks. The town i>
nisu the official hum to dir
90,000-acre Delta Bison Sanctuary.
Along the road, travelers will
pass through Big Delta. Salcha and
past Hielson Air Force Btt>e hefore
coming tit the North Pole. Ve
Virginia, ilierr i»a North Pole.



NORTH TO Al A»KA

|r| )\ hﬁre )/\(herq 6(“/ !
|J0a|cv<||t S«|ta|ao>fRV ‘
Park and ilie EIf* Den Restaurant.
During the Christmas season, chil-
dren from around the world send
their wish lists to Sarto in care of
hi-* address at Nonit Pole, Alaska.
Volunteer elves spend the
better part of November and
Decotnber answering these thou*
sands of letters and mailing them
back to (he children of die world,
complete with a North Pole post*
mark. Older folks who arc interest*
ed in joining the North Pole fun can
send thrtr Christmas cards. In bulk,
to die North Pole post office and

- dm&cqh‘éir‘ cards hind-stamped

with tltc North Pole cancellation
mark. A check for the 32-cent
postage per cart! must accompany

After enjoying the early
Christinas fun in North Pole,
continue to Fairbanks.

This is the hub city of
Alaska’s heartland, established in
1901 by an ambitious uadcr by
the name, of E.T. Barnette who
set out by ttemwheeler, traveling
along the Yukon River, to establish
N trading post at Tanana
Cro&3|t|g Out the stemwhee'eT

cojdd not navigate the fast-uumur
and shallow staters of dint nser.
Soj instead the captain dmpjieif
Barnette at what i> today the
coriner of Cushman Street and
strAvenue. One vent later,

rA'g0lU waa discovered It mile*
"v north of Barnette's trailing iHt

*Fairbanks is still a city tr™*
fto the. vnining spirit A replies
'iltbkaland mclucarngdrlgmal
‘inopfeerjog c«n> and a *aik>t

is ..pfffing"* Cold Rush Revue. The
V' Kofcw™Musesiot clironklr> the list*.

(B0who nude tlicir fortune* m
. the Interior, and emb scar
residents ctlehnttr tlicir
|i;,go|d nisii itcritage during
“the 10-day Golden Day*
J celebration in July.
At the Tnivorsity
of Ala*k. Fairbank*
Musettin. visitor* will filnl *
the largest public display
of gold in the state. Rut il
living littop' tvof tiM r
interest, you can chock
out a real gold ntitit- <
take ¢ nip on i rcjibca
riverboar or vici» @ m-arby
gold dredge.
In Ester. tO mile*
(16 km) from downtown
Fairbanks, visit the his-
toric Malamute Solmm. enjoy the
salmon bake, take in the shows
and, see Ester Cold Comp, which
is on the Nations) Regisrer of
Historic Places.

‘Additionally, you can pan Trr
gold or search for old gold dredge*
tlonjg the Steese Highway on your
way,to the Chstamkn Cold 1 zanp.
which removed more than S70
milb‘on in gold £ron this area.

But gold mining is not(just
about Alaska's pan. la modern
day Fairbanks, it is still an
important part «fthe economy.

TQTPL P.0O7
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TOK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

1"Main Streat Alajk** P.0. Box 389
Tok, Alaska 99780

(907)883-5087
FAX883-3682

February 25,1999

STATE OF ALASKA
Dept, of Transportation
Juneau, Ak.

ATT: Commissioner Joseph Perkins V
REF; Taylor Highway - Spring maintainance

*

Dear Commissioner Perkins, R

We. are sure you have received many comments regarding, the opening and mainfcain-

” ance on the Taylor Highway, which links Tok with Chicken, Eagle and Dawson
City, X .T.. We are ery concerned with the present plan calling for little, if
any, effort to open tie Taylor before June 1, 1999. . v

Sir, this 1is much too. late,, the "natural" thawing & break-up will only present
greater problems later in "the sunnier months, and we still get “nany complaints
when the road{is properly opened and maintained." ; "%

z Problems such ap:
1. Culvert wash-outs due to lack of steam thawing as is usually done.

2. Excessive glaciering, again resulting in wash-outs. -

3. Itore pot holes and rutting, as the road*will not have time to dry
before summer traffic begins moving on it.

4. Problems for residents and visitors alikcc .Eagle residents and
businesses along the Taylor needvto be able to get in for their
supplies and to bring out equipment: and building materials.

5. The State and private sector fight hard to get.the o.ut of state
visitors to Alaska, be it on ccmnarcial tours, or as independent
"travelers. Now it is too late for ohanging bu3 schedules, KV park
ard lodging reservations. This plan mocks the States claim to
want to build the "shoulder" seasons, at least in the rural areas.

6. Our Tok Mainstreet Visitor Center, run by the Chamber, saw 2,337
visitors between May 18 and May 31, 1999. Many were caning from/
or heading,to Eagle or Dawson City.

7. Beginning May. ,19, 1999, Grayline & Princess Tour Companies will

have*a Minimum of twp coaches.a day on the Taylor Highway, to say
nothing of the large motor homes caning across "the Taylor. |Is the

Taylor Highway safe for them ?

If view of the above considerations, we ask that"-you reconsider and start

opening the Taylor Highway no later than May 1/ 1999, and preferably by
April 26th. This would show concern for ourresidents and visitors alike.

dfﬂ- M\ »e
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We thank you for your "time, and await your response.

Respectfully,

TOK CHAMBER 07 COMMERCE
3CARD OF DIRECTORS™

. H. Dale Young, Jr.
L President

HDY/dj
cc: GOV. KNOWLES
T. JOHANSEN-No. District

SEN. LINCOLN
REP. MORGAN
AVA |

T. GARREL1T-DOT

.tu
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SCHOOL DISTRICT

P.O. Box 226, Tok, Alaska 99780
907-883-5151
Fax: 907-883-5154

March 4,1999

Fax. (07466297 _

Dear Representative Morgan:

- 5
We arewriting withour concerns about the delayed opening of the TayJorHighway, 1
This decision has placed an undue burden upon the community ofEagle and the Alaska
Gateway School District. The people in the areadepend on the road system for their fuel
and food supplies. Air transportation as an alternative to the highway is excessive.

W e request thatyou reconsider your decision todelay opening the highway to Eagle, j

Sincerely,

James W . Elliott
Superintendent

“Where TeAchers Are The Gateway To Learning"
M. 0 e O TR b

FAX BCT-V7-Z30T
1 »

TOTFIL P.01



McCarthy Area Council  P.O. Box mxv. Glennallen. OH 99588

March 4, 1999

Senator Georgianna Lincoln
Representative Carl Morgan
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Legislators:

Can you help us?

Commissioner Perkin3 announcement that the McCarthy Road, among
others, would not be plowed this spring has caught this community

unprepared.

DOT&PF usually plows our road the latter part of March, allowing a
decent freightingwindow into McCarthy and adjacent areas while there
is still a strong ice bridge over the Kennicott River. Local residents and
businesses count in thiswindow to bring in essential supplies for the
year, especially diesel fuel for generators and avgas for the flying services.

This is a resourceful and energetic community. Ifwe had been notified of
the non-plow decision back in October, we could have set up alternative
freighting schedules. Waiting until the end of February to tell us has

thrown a real monkey wrench inour lives.

Please bring your influence to bear on the Commissioner to help us by
plowing the McCarthy Road thisyear in a timely fashion, not all that big
a job given the present light snowpack. Itwouldn Thurt to remind him
as well that ifhe plans on not plowing next winter, we would like to
know about mtnow, not March 1st, 2000.

Thank you forwhatever help you can offer.

Sincerely yours.t

cc: Commissioner Perkins



ALASKA MINERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

3305 Arctic 1202. Anchorage. Alaska 90503 TAX (907) 5C3*0i."b Telephone: (907) 563-9229

March 8 1909

R%g{(esentative Andrew Halcro
Alaska State House or Representatives

Capitol Buildin

Yiea, AK 9y

RL: Seasonal Road Openings
Dear Representalive Halcro,

Thank you for the oppartunity to comment on.the issue of snow removal and opening of seasonal
0a sk|r¥ the state. Tﬁfs)(is Fndgec[i an Important Issue fsor the mining mgustry ang F\)NO quremate you

holding a hearing on the topic.

The discussion over snow removal and opening seasonal roads has thus far focused

rimarily onthe
Impacts on the tourism indlustry and the communyties. There will also be very ad %se imﬁacts
se\%ra smaﬁl %usmesses t%at er1¥e mining an'H exploring in t[]e areas Bemg 3 cte(\f y these roa(%.]

b; 1|s hf{rjj 0 HOW exactly how me?nx minin %ar jons will be impacted hecause each Caﬁf S
ilTerory an ﬁpendmgon other tactors, Indiviaual miners may not operate everg Zear. ost
miners, In e% ected areas need the roads t(r)ngel 0 thewo(g)er t|oHs. &) need.acc fS 0. beqin
Prerganng for the mining Season, equwment Intenance, overburaen pre=stripping, cleaningup
[10 thﬁ %anter storms aid setting ulot elr camps, e, Iﬁh?se miners cannot ﬁet tothieir operafions
tey will likely be forced to start mining a montn or more fate, When their efitire mining season IS
only J0to 1H)days this beﬁomesatremendous haroship. Others must get fuel and equipment to
asa?m urea fro whﬁht

ey then tr?vel overland on F&2477f or ofner trails. This overland
travel must be com|o|ete Lgnnl £l um correc

gby {) dye ‘o 0ssidle dama et? the tundra, ruttln,?,
Bl)?.thlafttggtseet[]equw overLng travel do pot gel thélr fuel and o-'vipment haulled to their mincsitc

N |
&y canﬁot operate and wﬂ? Bgsgvereyhurtan may Bo ankrupt as a resut
Qur initieY review oé the imeacl on tﬂe miners in the same form as Commissioner Perkins' February

17190 letter titled “Delay otRoad Openings” 1s as follows:
Interior District Permitted Operations
Taﬁlocgu 46
Bo ag ur 8%
Rureka Roa
Denall Hwy(MP 60-129) 0

Eane Creek Rond B



0
Southcent eCsrter?gt Rl 5
o |
Westemg%D tnct MWY
e i ;
P?arak 911
Glacter Creek Road 3
Dexter Bypass 1
5/t &%

*This qumber 15 almost certainly low as we arc aware of possibly Z5operators in the entire
Fortymile Mining District.

Th|s means { hat heI|ve|hoodsof rom 57t0 & asEBmlm am| Ies wi adverse‘ impacted
oenln oasm tlme manner. Tis ocsmtlnc e ers oarcstl explorin
e n qerpnts 0r major surface d|stu roance or others that will he receving perm

t coml 0 weeks berore the season.

%to mmers |n Fo m|Ie stnctt tanareawhere| provements could be mag]e 15, the
ched eo orce 1T DOT crews Wou Ab]Zho I lays ratney t
e|rno 8 hour a sthelre iciency and coste ect|veness Would emuc reater. Aso

ews vvere ta ere sot equipment was kept busy 7days aweek further efficiencies couldbo
tamefd EM}e lime ?r ﬂ]?ok 0 f rsnn Ik sYte Wc?%a keacL ay Often consumes

most 0 thewo ll. 1.ong ershn‘ts wo da owmore time s ntworkmg or the same amount
ofdnvmg time lost. | cannot say If this 8hour schedule (thhout overtime requirement until 40
QuIrs per week %re uire br¥ H‘n 5 still done, etc. but | have been tol? 0y area miners that
tnis 1s now D Unctiored in't This same problem may exist for other parts of the

state.

ank you_for onunl to comment.  We tryst that both the Le sIat e
/mmw trafl nwn rc %e seveeburcfent Htfﬁ]on the miners, a Wwe as%Qe toqae
operators and commniti 3| ese roa Sare notopened n atlmely manner.

Sincerely,

Executive Director

CC: Commissioner Joseph L. Perkins, P.C.



Inlor Highway Maintenance

*
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From: L|n <Jindan@globalfrontiers.com>
To: Jonat on La eg|s state.ak.US

Dear Jonathon Lack:

As the Mayor of Eagle it has recently come to my attention that our road
maintenance crews are not going to work until the 1st of June. Our
Eagle crew has informed me that if they are not able to thaw out the
culverts nor rip out the glaciers before break-up the road will be
washed away 1in many places. If this is allowed to happen they assure me
that it will cost considerably more money to repair the road than to do
normal maintenance.

We also are expecting Westours to start working early this season with
twice the bus traffic from last season. Westours is the main resource
for income in Eagle. The State has spent millions of dollars over the
past ten years to upgrade the Taylor Highway for Alaska®s increase in
tourism. To neglect the culverts and glaciers now would only hinder
tourism and cost more money. Please advise the City of Eagle on what
you plan to do to help us with this travesty.

Jerry Ray Nelson, Mayor, City of Eagle

3/7/91 P M


mailto:lindan@globalfrontiers.com
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Taylor Highway

SUpect: L8t FIOMRY > st

From: Elvascott@aol com
ergz onat on@Lack@mgls.state.ak.us

I am writing to you as the Assistant Mayor of the Eagle Common Council and
President of the Eagle Historical Society and Museums in protest of the Alaska
Department of Transportation®s plan to eliminate the work to open the Taylor
Highway this spring. We, the Eagle residents, are appalled with the planned
demise of the Taylor Highway which this action would indicate is their
attempt. 1In places it is little better than a goat trail and needs constant,
early attention. The equipment and personnel are already in place; it only
makes sense to use them. When the Taylor Highway had finally made the list of
roads to be upgraded, we don"t understand why the decision was made not to
open the road this spring. Are rural residents to be treated as second or
third class citizens in Alaska?

Don"t any of the state agencies work together? On the one hand they encourage
the small communities to develop a local economy and on the other hand they
take away their means of doing so. The Taylor Highway is a key to this
development and needs to be passable by the first of May or sooner each year.

The City of Eagle and the Eagle Historical Society and Museums have worked
nard to restore many of the historic buildings in the community, to preserve
its rich one hundred year old history and make it all available for the
increasing number of tourists. One example of the result of this work is the
travel companies who are now bringing coach loads of tourists to Eagle daily.

The first groups are scheduled to arrive the middle of May and are dependent
upon the Taylor Highway being passable. Please let us know what can be done to
change the present DOT plans to eliminate the spring opening of the Taylor
Highway.

Elva Scott, Eagle resident

Common Council of Eagle

Eagle Historical Society & Museums

3/7/99 1:10PM
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Andrew Halcro, Committee Co-Chairman March 8,1999
Jonathon Lack

In regard to opening roads on time.

A decision haa been madeéo dela)(]theo ning ofmany rural roads. Tglet nature take
ItSCoursea Welt |Cean snow aUI'a Unfortunately, nature can every unkind.
Nature can erode a glirt and gravel road to the point ofunusab1e ornoroadatal Then,

how much will it take to make the roads usable again?

Most re5|dents ofAlaska depend... these seemingly unimportant road surfaces in some
vi/]y direct yrrmdw (f“}j esidents have planneﬂtharacﬂwnfs a0 r}(]jtheo emBg
these roas enee pplies. . Our city COUHCI asprolectspanne at needl t
completed eoret etoukstsarnve Wene teroa S0 ntoget the materjals, Mﬁy
the tourists won't arrive this year because the [a geth re. How s that going to effect
our community and every othier community irf A

If“\ﬁtounst trade is effected, the effect will be wide spread, Fwsﬁ thetravel a enaes
ave headaches over the'c an esto travel arrangements for clients. Probadly man
W|||cance| their trip to Alaska. M st tourists ontcom(%heregust oseeourcm S, T%

have th e|rvacat|ont| e arranged with their work, so,if Y nNte ngetha cﬁ}/
gPsom er else. Then, | ereuatlonof state s esrog;%mt@rave in s

cfeygldda Beu to thejr wor Quto N atesthatwere lishe mthetrave
rave? m\?ons owaret elr Inoonalatont actions going to erfect m vacatlon

ar%; CIeSWI be reluctant to put the|rre utation on the||n next year ecauseo
the | |nc sistent actions oft hestatf hat wil| effect he|rcl|ents Wwe'| 'er It d ow[]
Part 15 our[e utat|?n |sareaﬁ<0|le X aeﬂontak Even ifthe roads
open ontime, knowledlge ofthe action Ts known and is having effect.
]‘Jects kee om Without the tourists, |r||ne taxis, car rengals h(?telﬁ restaurants,
g t shops, sta ions, manufacturers an SUEP Iers, efC.. ?ﬁ %
USINesses au em oeesguﬁr Where doesth effect 0 eloss of(}he oliar stop?
stand t be "a savings' of (mtourlsmtra e, rura re3|c ents,

Fornow, what | U
Iocalg Jemments, etc., bave been|eopar ze? all the snowbal nggeﬁects ave been
¢ e anarits’ resioents?

put info motion. How much mone hstheareagy cost the stat

We need to [ook at th icture and the long-termeffects Letsnot take an action that
wﬁl cost s }ar more% gtr?eml ?@avmgs % mhe roads on time.

Sincerely,

Barry Westphal, Eagle City Counci



Maintenance ot the Taylor Highway

Su%ec Mainten nce 2% r Highway
Fr n'"L|n D. Ne "<Jindan@globalfrontiers.com>

0; Jonat on_ La legis.State.ak.us

Jonathon Lack:

As a resident of the City of Eagle I am very concerned about the
maintenance of the Taylor Highway not starting until June 1. This is
bad news for several reasons.

First of all, 1 understand that the road will wash out in several places
and will take a great deal of time and money to repair. The dangerous
spots in the highway will not be monitored and fixed as needed.

Many of us have already planned on leaving in late April as usual for
supplies, doctor appointments, and misc. other things.

Propane and fuel will iot be delivered at the usual time, and many of us
will run out of propane as we just barely make it through the winter.

Westours usually sends a crew in here in May prior to start up to
prepare for the busy summer of tours. They will not be able to make it
in by driving nor will the coaches be able to make it in when they plan
to start the tours in mid May.

Some people that have plans of building already have materials scheduled
to be delivered in late April or early May.

This plan has a lot of negative aspects and we hope that something will
be changed.

Linda D. Nelson
Eagle, AK

3/7/99 1:13PM
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Northern Energy Corp.

P 0. BOX 194
TOK, ALASKA 99780
Ph: 907-883-4251

MARCH 2. 1999

TO COMMISSIONER JOE PERKINS
AK DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION

FROM: JOHN BURNHAM
OWNER/MANAGER

MR. PERKINS,

IT HAS BEEN BROUGHT TO MY ATTENTION THAT THE STATEDOT. IS
PLANNING TO DELAY THE OPENING OF THE TAYLOR HIGHWAY TO EAGLE AND
DAWSON UNTIL MAY 1, 1999. | FURTHER UNDERSTAND THAT A LIMITED
ACCESS "JUST ENOUGH TO GET BY1PILOT CLEARING WILL BE DONE FROM
MILE ONE TO MILE 99.

NORTHERN ENERGY IS THE SOLE SUPPLIER OF PROPANE TO THIS AREA
AS WELL AS A MAJOR SUPPLIER OF FUEL TO MANY OF THE MINERS AND
BUSINESSES ON AND OFF OF THIS HIGHWAY. A TRAIL TO THE "Y' WILL NOT
HELP THE PEOPLE OF EAGLE CE THOSE LIVING ON THE HOAD TO EAGLE.
FURTHER. I AM RELUCTANT TO SEND MY TRUCKS ON WHAT AMOUNTS TO
AN UNMAINTAINED ICE ROAD. | WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHO'S RESPONSIBLE
FOR DAMAGE AND POSSIBLE ACCIDENTS CAUSED BY THIS LACK OF
MAINTENANCE

| BELIEVE A DELAY Or THIS LENGTH WILL CAUSE SHORTAGES AND
INDIVIDUAL OUTAGES OF PROPANE TOR RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES
SERVICED BY THIS HIGHWAY. FURTHER, THIS WILL MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE
FOR SOME MINERS TO BRING FUEL TO THEIR CLAIMS AS THEY ARE ONLY
PERMITTED TO MOVE THE FUEL OVER FROZEN RIVERS OR. THEY NEED THE
HIGH WATER IN APRIL TO FLOAT FUEL TO THEIR CLAIMS.

| AM SURE OTHER MORE QUALIFIED WRITERS ARE INFORMING YOU OF
THE ADVERSE ECONOMIC AND PERSONAL IMPACTS THAT THIS WILL CAUSE IN
TOK. EAGLE DAWSON AND CHICKEN IF THIS PLAN IS FOLLOWED. ALL I WILL
ADD IS THAT THEY ARE RIGHT. LOCAL BUSINESSES HAVE SPENT A GREAT
DEAL OF TIME AND PERSONAL MONEY ADVERTISING THE TOP Or THE WORLD
HIGHWAY AS AN ALTERNATE ROUTE TO THE ALASKA HIGHWAY, MANY
TRAVELERS ALREADY FIND THIS ROAD A CHALLENGE, INCREASED SURFACE
DAMAGE AND A POSSIBLE LATE OPENING WILL NOT MAKE OUR MARKETING

ANY EASIER.
THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO READ AND CONSIDER THIS

LETTER.

SINCERELY

TOTAL P.05



To: Commission ? PerkInS
Re: S%namtenance of the Taylor Highway

The Taylor Hwy. |san|g1 ortant rPOﬂ of entry into Alaska. The. Poker G e %rg]rstanon has
seen?n dnchas innym rs entering at thatrgo It e to Interest in the Gold Rush history so
ayed on tne route.

vividly disp
At Carl Morgan’s constituent meetin concerned citizens of the Tok area
ng/vreason% why there s ouIH]Be ng c%lay In openfng ang mgntenance o%we Ta@

. Daénar%% 53\/ teh : lﬂegb(esd by washouts from glaciating streams overflowing the banks,

. Reép f Buna Ea le, Chicken, and seasonal miners ¢ not dp per food
ue de IVerIes. alnt nance Verses emergencY fl¥] In of eI an 0(8
|

Baa v?/ts% r(%orq;errns fo ou |st traveling this section of the ghway apopular loop to

e L0ss of econo not onl 0 th areaRut also to all destinations within Aﬁ\ska
Tourists begint e|rvaca lons ereatt g first community on the ALCAN

{ate {ro0 er [€S se elays jn the re en emergencies on the Taylor
?i out Tt area% [10ng per 88 ovmme : ylor Finy.

[esented
or

g lﬁ%fﬁzhe%gxet IR LA o

¢ RS e e e,
" AR o g ol ol

hvebeen C|t|zenokafr43v ars, and have been self employed sin in the tourist
Ldﬁi ai r%ersoncioci]mo ufhﬁ1 stinks. U tot[wemr%y S|s eaﬂ1197Z hf]%lmy
Lll an - Paul Smith, worke ?r % B Ptl tourism and economic gro

askans. Paul was Ipre3|dento e Tok Chamber of Commerce

For the past ten years

Please clo the right thing for our state by opening, maintaining and developing the highway system
rather tﬂan arr%Png e ik tﬁg a0 sg.em ol our S g e gy S

Sincerely.

Geneva L. Smith
Snowihoc Fine Am Jiul Gifu
PO BoxSJ9

Tok. AK 997*0

Ph. 907.RM-41SI



Debbie Muir
P 0. Box 333
Tok. AK 08780
Homo Phorm (90 r*883-3080

March 04, 1999

Couumwity & Regional Affairs Committe
Co-Chairs:” Rep Halco& Harris

Fax: 907 485-2418

RE: Taylor Highway

Dear Sir,

In regard the DOT not plowing and starting spring cloen-up on tho Taylor highway. | know that the state is going
through budget reform. The question is why, the rural communities, seem to be the ones that hus to give. | live
in Tok. Currently there Isnot allot of industry in this area, besides tne tourist, mining arid trapping. The few
people that live here, depend cni the tourist industry for a yearly salary. When tourist can not be accommodated,
they go else where. The mere feet, that the tourist can get over the Taylor highway to Dawson, Top of World and
C icken adds dollars to the loerl economy. Many tourist enter Alaska through the Border, but stay in Tok a couple
days, go see the sights, and then to Dawson. They back track from Dawson and spend the night in Tok.

Everyone that lives here, knows the roads aro no longer ours come Spring to late fell. They belong to the Tourist

Tok and the surrounding cities do not have the cruise ships that alloc C* the large cities have. They depend on the
-cad traffic, fix that part of the industry. | have lived in Ketchikan a.,d Anchorage and seen the impact that this
has on each town. Sure cot plowing a tourist roed, would not effect the cruise ships. Are their cuts, not have the
dock area* or airports available for this .Vind of tourist7

The tourist are coming earlier and staying later each year. | have already seen several motor homes and trailers
from out-of- state this month.

The next thing is safety. Ifyou have ever been around sane of the tourist, they go where they want to. When |
lived in Ketchikan, you could not get through downtown when a couple ships where in. The tourist filled the
streets, crossed where they want, and never paid the traffic much mind. Now how are wc going to, stop the tourirt
from the Taylor Highway? Are we going to block it off’at both end*? When, net tho question ifi an accident
bappcc3, bow is the local troopers and modical service going to get up there? Tboee of u* that live here, use snow
machines. Art wegoing to snow machine accident victims out? Who pay* for the medical flights if we can get
ccc in there? Who pay* fix the overtime that the trooper Incur* to get there and fry and get these people out? Who

pays fix the lawsuit, when the State get sued?
In the short run, it may save a few dollar*, in tire long-run it will cod costing the Stale.

lwith that the legislative would give more thought to what the cuts in the rural areas do to the economy, welfare
o f the people, and the baric service that people in the city depend on . We don't have a Fred Meyerora Cam in
short driving distance. We don’t have access to medical need* at the comer. We have to wait, till the ooe trooper
on duty can get off* call and drive to us. That may throe or four hours or the next day. When Governor Knowles,
ran for office he sUted that he would remember the bush!



m» it urtie L@\ Frexring

To Whom it may concern:

As 1 9tated previously in my public opinion message, 1 feel
that it is crucial that the Taylor Highway be opened before
the planned May opening date.

Having spent 22 years 1in Chicken, | see theneed to have the
road opened early. People will want togetout for supplies,
fuel, and a cabin fever reliever.

If the road is only opened for one week part of the problem
will be remedied, but it will open up another problem; the
still frozen culverts will wash out.

I hope my opinion/requests will help togettheTaylor Highway

open In a timely fashion.

Sincerely,

Dana E. Aldrich
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to the committeelheariog testimony on delays oP road openings:

For over 20 years fve beena resident op Eagle and a registered voter
in ours-rate. A couple oPthings concern me about the decision to

dizPzr maintenance on tbe~Tayjor highway, which will have according
to p.o.T. commissioner Joseph Peric.'ns ‘(Prom a2 nemo to James
R. Ayers dated Fsp. 17 iqgqg), a “minimum impact on the citi2er>5
oPtne state? j

Heres yvhat concerns me: firstly, deFerred maintenance never saves
money and the ccjmmissioner should know this while, secondly,

denying com munities 5aPe and timely access to our state highways

most dePioitely maximally impacts citizens, and not just those
Who live on them.

Aﬂd lets elariPy something: communities on road systems are not
"the bush”, In my community only a handful op us have even lived
in “the bush* Thfcre is no road access to "the bush"; you wak,

Oou boat, you rub dogs, you atv, you snow machine, you land
small planes to access "the bush".

Gut road access s another thing: road access is what serves
communities. And communities are what maie up our great state

communities big and small. Efvery one should c¢ount and we 7
Should all be connected by our road system.

[W ing service, /h This case access,to communities because they are
small, 15 a precarious political cut, given our states present political
Climate. House speaker Brian Porter; in the Juneau Empires
Oeqisiative Edition, is guo+trd as oaying lie rhincs the legislature
is "still going to be in a position oP trying to convince the rural

Polles, there wasn't* 2 conspiracy, and were going to continue Ioofciné

outJor them? &

#
So denying rural citizens safe and timely access to our

~“highway system:is “looking out for" wus...
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Twice a year my ,family travels -0 Fairbanks. We spend

approximately §$ 5,000 op hard ‘earned .money each trip, and
plenty more iP building. we do ouvr Thare stimulating the
piaster economy, jwe paTonfle motels, restaurants, service
N tafons, movie‘houses, doctors, dentists accountants and stores
a plenty- | suspect *P hural Po)Ks stopped patrnni2i*ng AlajKas
bigcih’es, those-ajtiss wouldn't be able to support gui**as many
OKtk malls and; big discount/ warehouse stores urban folks
have access to a\/‘|\/ enjoy year round.
.
I'd liKe to ask; Whether any oP you oo the committee can even
imagine What it:is like to taCe can? oP all your familys shopplno,
medical, dental god urban recreational needs in a couple oP
3-g day visits to town? Can any oP you even imagine a onth
hiatus in between yisits? Probably not, but surely you ane
compassionate enough to understand how anxious thoij? in oun
community are to simply drive to town and spend rteir money!
Not to mention the many thousands OP tourists wanting to
drive in to spend their money in our community |

® /es its all about; money. When | moved hen* fn the /970*
Alaska had 3 s”™les tax, a state income tax, a school tax and
00 perm anent ftyod dividend giveaway. Since then Various
legislatures, have, rescinded the 3 former and inst'yuted the

latter, creating,; in ePPzct, AiasKk&s very own state subsidised
welfare system.

\
And/s rural Alaka responsiblefor our affairs?
1 hardly th.oK sp. Ra+her 5bor+ -aightedness, pcor planning and
a lacK. oP political courage has brouqght us to vhere v<? amn in
my humble opioiian. J '
my suqggto+ion -to your commi-ttee is -this- save I1SI"000O0
5omervnere els©! o« crea-Jwe, be fair 3 affec-t- m any ' ci-H zcns

minimally ra-fter +han a ftv™ ci+i2z.ens maxim ally

"om



. K

H are so - asc all tate worter

Joay sugge 0,01, adiministraten ta%
a cut (a nove|| the hePty legislative pen
Aperhaps, dip it# the constitutional budget reserve use PFD
monies and proactively worK -fo raise monies No'w not
2 years from now aPten our highway has become a"
neglected fcc#ly, dangerous much mire.
Please Keep our road open and I*t Afeitan zCoaomy

te s'fimulated- l

Sincerely,
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Edgle, f/lasRo. 997338
£ f 007 *stnr226>a th VL
JFebruary Iff 1f9 A Vvs:
i& ac CommlssidperkoKios> ) i . NV -,

gt Ky siagto " L
el aso Wj 01> ey

m t& a lim eh/ ¢« *r-"*ffhbcfiY e m annerprecisely because

highway crew tes.opam d The

W tjfio T:tim ely and cost-cffkcH re. . * L g Terl*/,
JEEWY spri@ </snow removal does nor dem oge the rw d.surface
orwasre YalurAlje surfbce grayeh Removing buildup giacj& Tedl/ce
“® prevents ir from m elting arid washing out .The highwau*, W aw fpjg.""
|f~fernang culverts prevents flooding and zfosion”dbnihg th e e o flfffi
Spring months. -Road crew s Keep the highway free c¢P boulderslides
tv,and other rodd blocKs. They serve <sspsaplyrether travellers. oo '
Nnt* A ibwm .our road ¢cm Yto c¢/o its sp ring jo b win surelyre su It
s/rejoess th at w in m ostliKely have them nonkinubM nfttife.
savings ? When will cur legislators learn th athdel/>p "g i
M aintenance does not result in greater savings but rather g teaijdd ir
fa& tpeose.? M t 7 omEe -y il
yA- " The 7ayloriffivhw ay is travelled daily by hundreds o fprivate §§°?
pca/s, and. doieif oP coaches carrying tourists. Onesuch coach v ffc:
J& m pany, Holland America, suffered a Fatal accident hot tenm any
gy<26rs ago; a Youftg woman was left completely paralysed and J
several touristjyiere SQ riously injured . fly net properly rw intainine
f the Taylor hh'ghW ay,the state is irresponsibly opening- itselfop /0O r 4
" more ilftig ariofi how is this costeffect} ye ?7m
The Tayldn'jtighw oy con safely be -travelled in early spring by
"m o tirucKzpS ) owhen weight restrictions am lifted . This allows fuel com panies

foto essentially r% flel our comm unity efficiently ybefbre breakup \
\ w & cjhtresfricH om are imposed. * 1

f mee

é'“tp gier'dal'-towurist and beat toappfc to aft m u rrx
t &Fier a. WScan, hopefully,putour roao
I"n 7rrfn Wlljsfjrely result in .a funnellinn o f excesftre tra ffic

was never designed to handle in the .firstplace

/SIhtO\]WLSA o ur highways maintenanceand.our-

f brhways traPfg.patierns and uvse . Allowmg it to meltintoa..
I Vo> j ii)en descended upon by excessn
h'-fraffiC,is lilogigai, w asteful g dangerouss.« Surely the- bzPQ ftm e

can e tte rm ap this. Sincerel

It %‘ %‘WC&”& F”Oi% 83 qR\ jyzomw TutanfleJo
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P OM for Representative Halcro

From %sBo&a%greer—Harns Telephone: 443565
Nome, AK D2 NN Constituent ~ Registered Voter: Y

Subject:: HIGHWAYS
Message:

HUNDREDS OF BIRDWATCHERS WILL ARRIVE MAY 30TH EXPECTING TO BE ABLE TO GET TO COFFEE DOME,

SAFETY AND TELLER. THE ROADS MUST BE OPEN. THESE PEOPLE BRING ALOT OF MONEY TO ALASKA. NOME WILL

SEEGROWTH INTHIS INTEREST. BECAUSE ATTU

Entered in NMon 0/ POMD: 1209 Distribution: 44

J Main Menu . jStore All j . J Store This One > j Prev POM Next ponm

ISCLOSING THEY WILL COME HERE.

Message 29 out of 37.
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March 4, 1999
Dear sirs,

| am a residentofTok, and an employee for D.0.T on the Taylor Highway. 1
am concerened about the decision not to open the Taylor Higliwy. Not only
does it affect myjob,future and family, it affects many other people in our
community. The people ofEagle and the yearround residents along the
highway will be greatly impacted also. 1am concered about their ability to
get filel,food and other necessities needed. June is along time to wait if the
winters supplies run out by mid April. 1have worked four seasons on the
Taylor Highway and know that there would be many problems if the road is
left to "open itself. Many ofthe culverts on the road glacier with ice during
the winter, plugging them up. If left unthawed, I would expect that the road
would suffer several washout areas. In the long run , I think the State O f
Alaska will end up spending more money on repairs than they will have

saved by not opening the road.

Thank you very much,
Seward Harbison

Box 688

Tok, Alaska 99780
907-883-5924
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P OM for Rej. resentative Halcro

From: M%O()%rgstal Fagundes-Bums Talephona: 883618

Chicken, &K 072 NN Constituent ~ Registered Voter: U
E/Iubéect; HGHARYS
essage.

PLEASE OPEN THE TAYLOR HIGHWAY AS PLANNED ON 3/8/99THE ROAD REQUIRES
OPENING FOR THESE REASONS: 1-NOTREMOVING THE 8FT OF GLACIER ICEAT
MILEPOST 150WILL WASH THE ROAD OUT. 2-THEMINERS FROM CHICKEN, EAGLE
AND BOUNDARY WILL NOT MINE IFTHEY CANNOT FREIGHT BY APRIL 1.THEY WILL
LOOSE AN ENTIRE MINING YEAR.3-EAGLE ISEXPECTING DELIVERY OF FUEL, FOOD
AND BUILDING MATERITIALS.4-ALASKA WILL SUFFERECON.DUE TO LOST TOURIST
DOLLARS ALSO THE YUKON.

Entered in TK on 304/ POMD: 110 Distribution: &0

| Main Menu .| "tore AIl j .| Store This One L. Prev POM J . J Next POM

Message 3? out of 42.

3/5/999:06 A M
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Mr John R Bums 883-5510

PO box 5 Distribution Affiliation Reg Voter
Chicken K D2 @ Hme U
Dale POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
~03/04/1999 C HIGHWAYS

PLEASE OPEN THE TAYLOR HIGHWAY AS PLANNED ON 3/8/99 THE ROAD REQUIRES OPENING FOR THESE
REASONS: 1-NOT REMOVING THE 8 FT OF GLACIER ICE AT MILEPOST 150 WILL WASH THE ROAD OUT. 2-THE
MINERS FROM CHICKEN, EAGLE AND BOUNDARY WILL

NOT MINE IF THEY CANNOT FREIGHT BY APRIL 1. THEY WILL LOOSE AN ENTIRE MINING YEAR.3- EAGLE IS
EXPECTING DELIVERY OF FUEL, FOOD AND BUILDING MATERIALS.4-ALASKA WILL SUFFER ECON.DUETQ LOST
TOURIST DOLLARS ALSO THE YUKON.



Mrs Crystal Fagundes-Burns C13-5518
POBox 5

Distribution Affiliation Reg Voter
Chicken AK 99732 60 40 mila U
Date POM Se.u Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
03/04/1999 C HIGHWAYS

PLEASE OPEN THE TAYLOR HIGHWAY AS PLANNED ON 3/8/99 THE ROAD REQUIRES OPENING FOR THESE
REASONS: 1-NOT REMOVING THE 8 FT OF GLACIER ICE AT MILEPOST 150 WILL WASH THE ROAD OUT. 2-THE

MINERS FROM CHICKEN, EAGLE AND BOUNDARY WILL

NOT MINE IF THEY CANNOT FREIGHT BY APRIL 1. THEY WILL LOOSE AN ENTIRE MINING YEAR.3- EAGLE IS
EXPECTING DELIVERY OF FUEL, FOOD AND BUILDING MATERIALS.4-ALASKA WILL SUFFER ECON.DUE TO LOST
TOURIST DOLLARS ALSO THE YUKON.



E Aldrich 883-5159

Mrs Dana
po box 703 Distribution Affiliation Reg Voter
Tok AK 99780 06 self U
Dale POM Sent Constituency Bill Number Response Subject
AM02/23/1999 C HIGHWAYS

BEING A FORMFR CHICKEN RESIDENT, | FEEL STRONGLY THAT THE TAYLOR HWY SHOULD BE OPENED BEFORE
MAY. NOT DOING SO WHOULD PUT PEOPLE OUT OF WORK. MINERS NEED TO HAUL SUPPLIES IN BEFORE THAW.

ALSO, THE LOCALS WILL WNT TO GET
OUT FOR GOODS.
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Thetiiasm'Community Awl Regional Affairs
To thiState o fAlaska Officials:

We $ne requesting ofthe Alaska State Legislator to appropriate funding in the
operating budget ofthe DepartmentofTransportation. This funding will be for four
(4) winter snow plowings and four (4) summer gradings to the McCarthy Road (59

Fort$e fcicw rteg reasons:

The McCarthy Road is the ‘gateway* to the historic communities of McCarthy and
Kemé&cottas well asthe Wrangle St Elans National Park.

The communities ofMcCarthy /Kennicott sole economic base is tourism.

The State o fAlaska hasrecognizedthe McCarthy /Kennicott area and the Wrangell
St. E&as National Park to be an alternate tourist destination to help with the over

'in Btenah National Park.

The McCarthy Road needs maintenance year round until such time as the road is up
gxi#d.

The McCarthy /Kennicottarea has heen growing steadily. Winter freighting on the
roadjia crucial to the operation ofhusinesses that provide visitor services. The deisel
fixd,;aviation gas, building supplies, vehicles, and large equipment has to be
freighted across the ice on the Kennicott River.

Strainer grading is essential to encourage visitors to come to this area.

Visiitiioo to the McCarthy /Kennciott area also helps tourist spending in the
.communities.

Over the pastyear this petition was circulated for signatures because visitors to the
areawere cancelling reservations after attempting to drive the McCarthy Road.

lamnnary:

5/ Kennicott
I0wners, Residents, and Business Owners  Please referto page Two:

Reijarttaffiy Submitted By *
Lant MofflttP.O.BQ xM XY McCarthy, Alaska9# 88 907-554-4402



cor-Mm N AN r-

HARCORI A A QTHRAR
“uﬂ‘rll:ﬂ?}1;1“\}:‘5, NA R, ] BRLA
N L ‘ y ‘ 1

SRRSAOE
10 L SIS

cchi W | fi 3

s 52522522

PHgFO42

Q{xd&LCL@a&AL

« ,WIoNOa°-N«i«®"® ? 05 5J35SS55F*55(5XSS5;5S;?7551??721557



MROMID 4B NMELO 4R P.a
orfice -1907)443-5555  Fax - (907) 443-2162

to: ffy/35 CD?y?xuy7/fa/#cn/Enr?/ /" la -~

ATTN: >Arrff7?sd9&/rt7. " FAX: , PHONE:.
FROM: /g5 "IN I X/jbs72S " PHONE:.

instructions : JU7T//%? Tt/ t5? 2>2M fir rfict/uS G& 4 £& 702ry/faz>
I8 VTS& =====mm = e m e e e e e e

SENT: Date Time_

NUMBER OF PAGES: (NOT counting cover sheet)

TRANSMITTED BY:



MAR-09-1999 14:41 NOME L1 eiries o 10

A la s k a State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the //>~V UM & j jfea nht A su
committee name N N

committee on _ . dated
bill/subject :
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Representing (Optional)
& & I*T7/1 1?2/yy M -
Address

tfid3-holl
Phone No.
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NOME, ALASKA
FAX égogg 143-5066
PHONE (907) 443-2323

March 8 1909

Alaska State Legislatures

Ietter n deegﬂard to the dela rno nrn ther ro 05 which rnvoIve tt;e City
¥|n not ld cause a ea
economrc r 0N nn have har over |e

t unti|
ears to atsrn vvrth man t}erent u [ roma
Ver States he rese trme oo?r%%gsk ort month 0(5
ters Pmo r}]o roomsr arcd rate co to aroun
|n revenue to e owever r;}/ %eecrﬁ mone We
t 0%e. Ther eotde INeSses that would also
ern eto trav so Ar Ines, res uran car
%rr ?s a1 he roPs ave eér et Use
i ewr ot er States o el 10 |s wr not ycau ardship to Nome

t c tfr e you ozﬁrr\%e e monies needed so that our roads can be operation for the June
favelers.

Sincerely,

llcl" E. Soon
Owner
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A la s k a State Legislature

Qv committee name

committee on f a .., dated A £[& ?2023 —
bill/subject
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Signed: U /kloe-t - - (/ Hb_-

Testifier Cj> J
77j<?lrv-Aofcisv

Representing (Optronal)
o 50, N3 MGt

Address
[ M 3i

Phone No

lllll



My husband and I want our comments made partof therecord of today’s hairing

The decision to leave roads outof Nome into the country clogged with snow until Nature lakes it's course
will have an adverse affect on the community and the economy of the region. The time of year you
intend to leave roads closed is exactly the time when many birdwatchers will need them open. Birding or
bird watching is the fastest growing sport in the United States. Birdwatchers come to Nome in great
numbers, they are a growing part of the tourism industry here. Nesting Beringean bird species, and
accidental rare birds accessible from the local road system have made Nome a birding hotspot

We arc birdwatchers and members of the American Birding Association. The ABA publishes a

membership directory, we are in it. Members from all over contact us when they are interested in coming
to Nome to find out the best places to go for the birds they want to see. W e get our first contacts in early

fall when people plan their trips for the next summer.

Nearly 1500 hundred birders came to Nome last year. We expect more this year. The majority of these
groups and individuals arrive between Memorial Day weekend and Fourth ofJuly. They expect access to
prime birder destinations: Teller, Safety Lagoon, Salmon Lake and above, Fox River, and Council Attu
soon will not be accessible as the ultimate Alaska destination for the hard core birders. More focus will
turn to SL Lawrence Island and Nome to fill the niche for hard-to-find rare birds. People spend big

money to get here, they leave a lot o f that money in this community.

The old timers would call this plan, “penny wise and dollar foolish” to try and save a few thousand dollars
The largest gold mining

and decapitate a growing local industry just when this region needs it most.
Tourism

company in Nome is being sold, the future of the mining industry in this area is uncertain.
dollars are important to our region now and will continue to grow in importance in the future.
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P.0. Box 1554
1330 East SthAve.
Noma. Alaska 9976

Home Ptlone (907) 4<0-5S22
perians@nook.net

DATE  Mach(B 190
10 Andrew Halcro & JonH
Ho&ge (yor%%r%tyo rhe&%'r?a] AffairsCommittee

FROM: r\&)aée% é:hrlgggaPerkms
B
é)erk'ns@nc‘fok.net

RE: Oversite Hearing Regarding Opening of Seasonal Roads in Rural Areas

This letteristo| ‘orm ou 0 %Je exF displeas reW|th e State Department of

STFgﬁns rtat|ons ll-concewv allowing our oeafch|g s t0 melt themselves openthis
We My understand the shortrallofbud et foods, This-certainly is asUlbject fco versat|on most
re uIa m%s commu erJ %g(ﬁttensocfn% 0¥1s of k1ars av?Bﬁens nt

In ece years onsever soou le[loq un|t ﬁﬂO’[IOﬂO ngpther
rhatureto Der t%Hnrm et SUrg., 10 tnink t the time m%neyan

al vvent IntQ inese |n rndorswoudbehter avva with the spring run- oﬁ
15 1ot agoo onott 0,1 IS Is rope narﬁg 118 TESOUres;

resourc&sheing our highways and managerment being thé D TReg|onalHe QUarters!

Aft ralon ard winter w ook forvvardt theo rtunity to access t
\%/IH] ge)lgtae h&Jr

OUt cd I 0 rIVGtOt ese| rtant |tes We WI
asu N unc ~dl1 dled EVEl S0 | rtant 0 US. DIVIN (}/ icle 1S our
adequate access.

ar%e od an means 0et there. Soyoucanseethe rtance of havin
Please see to it that t ment fTrans retion DOES NOT implement it's icea of allowin
the%cafﬁome areahl Wgﬁﬁﬁ%o melt open-n ssprl%g i J
Thank You

Nate& Christing Perking
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A la s k a State Legislature

CopoMLO N/ /
committee name

N\

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the ~ O

committee on S"FSoQpyC
bill/subject
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Representing (Optional)
fnogl 1IWF . hby=**, <TI&Z{
Address

<413-"376"

Phone No.

Signed:
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Feomary 24 199

ReBresentatrve Richard Foster
House of Representatives
Room 410

Juneau, Alaska 99811-1182

Dear Richard,

| have ust learned that DOT in N%me has had budget reduetrons to the extent thaf they
are now planning on not opening the three hrghwa;gs out of Nome this coming spring
They plan to let mother nature do thejob.

Jdon't use the roads to Teller or to Salmon Lake, $0 | can’t comment on what will
there, however, | understand the road to Saimon'Lake had several serious washouts last

SN

1 can speak about the Coungjl hr rfsgrrn |olovvrn 15, not done. Thegwrll have
several serious washoutﬁ and wr iabor (L ment time, and materials
Qengneys to reconstruct them Last year 0 ewasho t§ was between 15 and A0

You know that Arun afis '“%'Od eat Co nll ast summerls ntant of mone

rovrn co modiat] fngrort he Uture. Itr ha eno ome ith
tep hous ot er Fha rqe nthe state. | ndon% ou cr? gv(y

éP r%c entés resan eI ort oat en ratoran eatin
a rtr n Igesslcoul tr ﬂr clients in tttas
eDe artmento Tran ?] Uncl arr ot
great res rrets commer (510 Coun stde es are re rred to se
ommercial flight to trans rt errclrentsb arr In tronterer no aer(
e(\)rgéy\ Ing €is rnt%oun Itrans ort roxrm te Sﬂ%‘[)wort ver this

each season e]xgect hat tor Crease |n the ut epeople rom White
Mountain depend on't 10 nove SUpPIIES as well

Wg/clrents start_coinin rnassoon therr er stem 15 fishable and%;at 5in he Ial%e

mtzﬁ/elaste i 0I\/llsavpt (%\h(n %erou Pgﬁrn entst at
it wrtl?rg {0 corré)an rgrrust or't e ray ngan fout. About ore an

LsSiness IS targeted priarto the s mon

h he state, like th f
e R e

It seemst methat eve ear some state or Tederal agency re esangw ICense. or
rt or im ose nNew trrctrons for ahusl ness Ing, and then reduces services that
ét mak rts Il harcer to conduct my business
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MAR-08-99 MOM 12:08 PM JOHN ELMORE.... 907+349 +9.559 —mmmmmmmmmmmm oo

eet cmelm e|san nEIq ﬁn do. Ihavetcw 0 shovels in Councll, if
you thm they co Unpe to in Nome or even Councl next Summer., Your

always welcome 0 don t he3|tate 0 stop In for ameal or coffee.

PIease ?o what you can o Fﬁ%)r our roads on the same malntenance schedule as in the

Thanks.

John W EImore
ou cﬁSeA?

(C. Rﬁl{)h Swarthout M&O D|rector Northem Reﬁmn Fairhanks
M&O Manager, Western District



A la s k a State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name
comm ittee on
bill/subject
Signed:
o | g — N

Representing (Optional)

e 3t€
Address

Phone No.
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Fax Transmission

D ate: Tuesday, March 09, 1999 Tim©: 11:05:00 AM 1 Pages

70!

phone:
fax:

From:

phaone:
fax:

Re:

Becka
Legislative Information Office

907-443-5555
907-443-2162

Kenneth'A. Hughes, llI
Grarrtley Harbor Tours

907)-642-3632
907)642-3681

Not taking proper care of the roads will destroy them. Instead of spending
money plowing snow, we’ll be asking instead for road rebuilding Funds ae
they get wiped out by uncontrolled flooding. More could perhaps be done by
privatizing the maintenance....with proper oversite..free up creativity as in
how to deal with the problems more cost effectively (more proaction) than the

current state system. The roads are an integral part of the economy here,

they are worth it!
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Alaska State Legislature

House Community end Regional Affairs Committee
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 98011182

Dear Alaska Legislators.

This letter is in regards to the Department of Transportation preliminary plans to allow the three
state maintained road sysrcms out ofNome to "*thaw out naturally” rather than following the
established method of plowing out the dnflcd roads and opening culverts m mid-May  This
method will keep the roads out of Nome closed an additional two months than normal, opening
in mid July. Although the intended cost savings of this particular action arc appreciated by the
citizens and businesses of Nome, the Nome Chamber of Commerce, as representatives of the
local business community, feel this measure will do significant economic harm to not only to
Nome business but also to outlying businesses and communities in the region.

If the roads do not open until July 15th, many of our local businesses will suffer. The relatively
new and developing local tourism industry will be affected as the ""early birders" which flock to
Nome to observe the region s birds, will be unahlc to travel to the popular nesting grounds. The
businesses that cater to these tour groups, such as the hotels and numerous BABS, local tour
companies, and restaurants, wll be severely impacted The popular fishing spots which fit
numerous along all tluce road systems will be closed off to both outside and local
sportfishcrmen. which many small local retail businesses depend on such as sporting goods
stores, gas stations, liquor and grocciy outlets. The local mining and mineral exploration
entities, which arc already reeling from low gold prices, will also be impacted #9 miners and
geologists are unable to travel to their respeenvc claims and mines. Commerce will also be
impacted in the surrounding villages, especially between Teller, a village of approx. 250 people
connected by a seasonal road to Nome, but also villages to the south east o f Nome which travel
partially by boat and the remaining distance to Nome via the road system for shopping.
Subsistence harvests will also be impacted significantly, of which this region’s economy is also

dependent upon

In addition, wc have observed in the past that significant damage to the roads car. *‘cur due to
runoffif the existing snow is not plowed and mneiy allowed to melt naturally. This will require
additional fund expenditures in the future, possibly even a greateramount needed to plow during

the spring.
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The Nome Chamber of Commerce would like to strongly encourage the Alaska Legislature to
reconsider this proposed policy in light of the issues presented above. Thank you in advance for
your consideration in this matter.

Vice President
Nome Chamber of Commerce

Nome Chamber of Commerce: Box 1008, Nome, AK 99762 (907) 443-3879 FAX 44 3-3879

TOThL P.0O3
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Alaska Department of Community and Regional Affairs

DCRAT munity Database
€

Detailed Query Results

Eagle

Community Overview

Current Population: 163
Incorporation Type: 2nd Class City
Borough Located In: Unorganized
School District: Alaska Gateway Schools
Regional Native Corporation: Doyon, Limited
Located at: 141° 12w Longitude - 64° 47’ N Latitude
Land Area: 14 square Miles
Water Area: 0.0 Square Miles

Location Description
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Culture..eeeeeeeeeeeeee T e e e

Most Eagle residents are non-Nativc. However, the adjacent Eagle Village ishome toover 30 Natives.

Subsistence activities are a part of the lifestyle.

ECONOM Y ——mmm e e o e e e

Retail businesses, the school, mining and seasonal employment such as tourism and BLM fire-fighting

provide the majority of employment. Year-round earning opportunities are limited. Subsistence activities

provide some food sources.

Facilities-—--m-mmmm e e

Most residents haul water from the community well, dug by hand in 1909. A few households have
individual wells and septic tanks, with complete plumbing. Outhouses are used by most residents. The

landfill has been closed by the BLM; die landfill in Eagle Village is available.

Transportation-----------=-=-=---—-—- R

Eagle has access to the state road system and Canada only during summer months via the Taylor and Top
of the World Highways. A State-owned 4,500" gravel airstrip is available; flights originate from Fairbanks
and Tok. Float planes land on the Yukon River. There isno dock, but a public boat landing is available.

:the summer, boat tours are available between Dawson City and Eagle on the Yukon River.

Climate-—--—--—--— —————

Interior Alaska experiences seasonal temperature extremes. January temperatures average -22 to -2, but

can range as low as -60; July temperatures average 50 to 72. Average annual precipitation is 11.3 inches.

Ice fog occurs during long cold spells.

Back to Detailed Information Query Page

Back to Query Options Page
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Alaska Department of Community and Regional Affairs

“Detailed Glery Resilts

Eagle

Population and Housing
The follow |onan | da US. Census.
ng%ﬁ#ﬁ%%&?ﬁ%ﬁa}sh dg%mu F
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Popu’ation and Ethn|C|ty

Total Population ( %ﬂ%} lg Amencan (&)5
L ”

Afr /‘% 0

Non Asla %3% 0 0

168

+Curent Population, Certified December 1998 by DCRA IS

Population History —=-==-=-=—=—mmmm e oo e
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Housing Characteristics

Total Housing Units: 146 Owner Occupied: 52
Occupied Housing: 66 Median Value Owned Homes:$ 36,300
Vacant Housing: 80 Renter Occupied: 14
Median Rent Payed: $150
Persons in Owned Units: 129
Persons in Rented Units: 39
Persons in Institutions: 0
Persons in Group Quarters: 0
Structure types:
Single Family: 140
Single Family Attached: 1 10 to 19 Units:
Duplex: 2 20 plus Units:
3 or 4 Units: 0 Trailers/Mobile Homes:
5 to 9 Units: 0 Boats/Other Types:
Household types:
Occupied Households: 66 Family Households:
Avg. Persons per House: 2.55 Non-Related Households:
Housing: Plumbing/Water/Sewer/Heating/Phones----------——-———— -
Plumbing, Percent of Households That do not Have:
Complete Plumbing: 85.2% (lack sink, bath/shower, or flush
Complete Kitchen: 81.0% (lackstove, fridge, orrunningwater)
Water, Percent of Households Using:
§ Public Water System: 76.1%
Individual Well: 22 .5%
Other: 1.4% (River, Cistern, etc.)
Sower, Percent of Households Using:
Public Sewer System: 0.0%
Septic Tank/Cesspool: 2-.1%
Other Disposal: 78.9%

Heating Methods,

Electricity:
Oil, Kerosene:
Wood:
LP Gas:

Fuel

Bottled, Tank,

Phones,

Phone:

20f3

Percent of Households Using:

0.0% Piped Gas (utility): 0.0%
41.5% Coal or Coke: 0.0%
58.5% Solar Energy: 0.0%

0.0% Other Fuel: 0.0%

No Fuel Used: 0.0%

Percent of Households That do not Have:

64.8%

Back to Detailed Information Query Page
Back to Query Options Page
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Alaska Department of Community and Regional Affairs

= “Detaled Cery Resits

Eagle
Economy. Employment. Income and Poverty

General Description of the Local EcOnomy---------—————— oo
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Household Income and Community Poverty Levels
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Median Household Income: $ 12,500 Percent below Poverty: 43 _4%
Median Family Income: $ 13,750 Persons 1in Poverty: 69
Employment------—--- —————-
Total Potential Workers (16+): 118 Private Sector: 41
Total Employment: 56 Self Employed: 15
Armed Forces Emoloyment: Local Government: 2
Unemployed (And Seeking Work): 26 State Government: 5
Percent Unemployed: 32.5% Federal Government: 6
Adults Not 1in Labor Force: 36
% Adults Not in Labor Force: 52.5%
Employment by Occupation and Industry----------------—-——-
OCCUPATION INDUSTRY

Executive/Administrator:
Professional Specialty:
Technician:

Sales: 1
Administrative Support:
Private Household:
Protective Service:

Other Professional Service: 1
Forestry/Fishing/Farming:
Precision Craft or Repair:
Machine Operators:
Transportation or Materials:
Handler Equipment/Labor:

ONOOONRFPOOCOWWRADN

Forestry/Fishing/Farming:
Mining:
Construction:
Non-Dur. Manufacturing:
Durable Manufacturing:
Transportation:
Communications/Utilities:
Wholesale Trade:

Retail Trade: 1
Fin./Insur./Real Estate:
Business* Repair Service:
Personal Services:
Entertainment/Recreation:
Health Services:
Education Services:
Public Admin.:
Other Prof. Services:

WO O ONPMOOOOOOTNOON WO

Back to Detailed Information Query Page
Back to Query Options Page
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