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D e a r  P r e s id e n t  M i l l e r :

I a m  p le a s e d  to  t r a n s m it  t h is  b i l l  to  y o u  n a m in g  th e  la te s t  a d d i t io n  to  d ie  s t a t e ’ s m a r in e  

h i g h w a y  f l e e t  th e  M o t o r  V e s s e l  K e n n i c o r t .

T h i s  n a m e  c o m p l i e s  w id i  s ta te  la w  r e q u i r in g  th e  n a m e  o f  o u r  m a r i t im e  v e s s e l s  b e  th a t o f  

an  A la s k a  g la c ie r .  B u t  1 th in k  i t ’ s e s p e c i a l l y  t e r r i f i c  th is  n a m e  w a s  s e l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  a 

s ta t e w id e  e s s a y  c o n t e s t  c o n d u c t e d  in  c u r  s c h o o l s .  T h e  w in n in g  n a m e  w a s  n o m in a t e d  b y  

L e a h  J a r v is ,  a s tu d e n t  a t G l e n n a i l e n  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  in  C o p p e r  C e n t e r ,  A la s k a .

A  j o i n t  l e g is la t iv e  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  c o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  

F r a n  U lm e r ,  f o r m e r  S e n a te  P r e s id e n t  D i u e  P e a r c e ,  a n d  H o u s e  S p e a k e r  G a i l  P h i l l ip s  c h o s e  

L e a h ’s e s s a y  as th e  b e s t  o n e  f r o m  a m o n g  th e  n u m e r o u s  e n tr ie s .

T h e  M o t o r  V e s s e l  K e n n i c o t t  w i l l  p r o v id e  v a lu a b le  s e r v i c e  to  d ie  s ta te  f o r  m a n y  y e a rs .  Its 

n a m e  a p p r o p r ia t e ly  r e f l e c t s  o n e  o f  A la s k a ' s  b e a u d f u l  s c e n i c  w o n d e r s .  I u rg e  y o u r  

fa v o r a b le  c o n s id e r a r io n  o f  t in s .b i l l  a n d  y o u r  j o i n i n g  m e  in  c o n g r a t u la t i n g  L e a h  a n d  a ll o f  

t h e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  th is  c o n te s t .

S in c e r e l y ,

P C  3o» "0001 
Jun e au . .A laska 99611*0001 
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N/A

| OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 I
=ERSONAL SERVICES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
“RAVEL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CONTRACTUAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
SUPPLIES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
EQUIPMENT 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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1003 GF Match
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Other
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This resolution would have no fiscal impact on the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities. The 
department supports an act naming the new ocean-class marine highway vessel.
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F r a n  U l m e r
L IEUTEN ANT G O V ER N O R
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

January 3 1 ,  1997

Senator Je rry  Ward, Chair 
Senate Transportation Committee 

State Capitol - Rm . 422 

Juneau, A K  9 9 8 11

Dear Senator

Thank you for scheduling SB  46 for a hearing in the Senate Transportation Committee on February 4. 

A s  you probably know, Alaska Statute 19.65.020 requires that ferries be named after glaciers. There are 
609 named glaciers in  Alaska. To help us choose a name, we ran a statewide essay contest among 6th 
through 8th grade children in November. Over 200 students across the state participated.

A ll essays went through preliminary judging, first at the local school level and at the school d istrict 
level. The best o f  these essays were sent to the Department o f  Education where a team o f judges (Dr. 
Roger Pearson, head o f  the U niversity o f  Alaska Fairbanks Geography Department; Judy Bittner, 

D irector o f  the state O ffice o f  H istory and Archaeology; Tom Stewart, a retired Juneau judge; and Judith 

Entw ife, former Language A rts Specia list for the Department o f  Education) chose the ten best and 

forwarded them on for the final judging round.

On January 9, Senator Drue Pearce, House Speaker Gail Ph illip s and I met to make the final selection. 

After much d iscu ssio n , we chose the essay and name submitted by 1 1  -year old Leah Ja rv is o f  Copper 
Center. “ Kennicott,” according to Leah, “ is  a great ferry name because it i s  a w ell known name and it 
isn ’ t an obscure glacier that tourists can’ t see and have never heard of. It drains into the G u lf o f  Alaska, 

it i s  adjacent to a mine that i s  a big part o f  Alaska h isto iy , it is  beautiful, and it was named for a famous 

explorer.”

I have included a copy o f  Leah’ s  essay as background material. A lso  enclosed is  a copy o f  the contest 
ru les, the judging criteria sent to all sch o o ls, and various press releases w hich explain the contest.

Again, thank you for hearing SB  46 in a timely manner. Please let me know i f  you have questions or 

need more information regarding th is b ill.

fran Ulm er 
/Lieutenant Governor

P .O . B ox 110015 J u n e a u , A la sk a  99011-0015 Phono  (907) 465-3520 F ax  (907) 4G5-5J00



^  S ta te  o f A laska ^

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r

CONTACT: 
Glenda Carino 

907-465-3520 
FAX: 907-465-5400

Fran_Uimer@Gov.state.ak.us

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 13, 1997 97/002

A n d  t h e  w in n e r  i s . . . L e a h  J a r v i s  o f  G le n n a l le n  E le m e n t a r y  

Copper River School District sixth grader writes winning essay 
Governor to introduce a bill naming the new ferry the MV Kennicott

Leah Jarvis' essay was selected over nine others in the final round of judging to 
name Alaska's new state ferry. She was among more than 200 middle grade 
school students statewide to enter the contest and among the ten top essays 
reviewed in the final round of judging. The eleven year old is a sixth grader from 
Glennallen Elementary in Copper Center.

The judges-Lieutenant Governor Fran Ulmer, Senator Drue Pearce, Co-chair of the 
Senate Finance Committee and House Speaker Gail Phillips—announced the winner 
today in a joint press conference held in the Speaker's Chambers. Jarvis' essay 
convinced Ulmer, Pearce and Phillips that the new ferry should be named the MV 
Kennicott in honor of the Kennicott Glacier which is located inside the Wrangell-St. 
Elias National Park.

"Kennicott is a great ferry name because it is a well kmwn name and it isn't an 
obscure glacier that tourists can't see and have never heard of," wrote Jarvis. "It 
drains into the Gulf of Alaska, it is adjacent to a mine that is a big part of Alaska 
history, it is beautiful, and it was named for a famous explorer." The explorer, 
Robert Kennicott, was the leader of the scientific corps of the Western Union 
Telegraph Expedition to Alaska from 1865 to 1867, according to the essay.

Speaker Phillips says she likes the name chosen by the sixth grader. "The name 
Kennicott stirs the romance and imagination of the hay days of one of the largest 
mining ventures in Alaska history," Phillips said. "It is a fitting name for our 
newest state ferry—it ties together our resource development and the transportation 
of not only our resources but our people."

"It was exciting to see the level of creativity expressed by all the students who 
submitted essays for the Name the Ferry Contest," said Senator Pearce. "While 
we had a rough time choosing a favorite, we felt the Kennicott name carries with it 
a rich and colorful history that is truly Alaskan. This name deserves to be on the 
bow of the state's newest ship."

FRAN ULMER
L ieu tenan t Governor 
Post O ffice Box 110015 
Juneau, A laska 99811-0015

N E W S  R E L E A S E

-MORE-

mailto:Fran_Uimer@Gov.state.ak.us
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Contest winner 
January 13, 1997

All essays went through preliminary judging, according to Ulmer. "Each school 
sent its best essay to their school district," she said, "then the school districts 
submitted the winners from their round of judging to the Department of Education 
where they were judged by Dr. Roger Pearson, head of UAF's Geography 
Department; Judy Bittner, Director of the state Office of History and Archaeology; 
Tom Stewart, a retired judge from Juneau; and Judith Entwife, former Language 
Arts Specialist for the Department. They picked the ten best and forwarded them 
to us for the final round."

Glennallen Elementary should be proud that Leah's essay made it through the 
rigorous judging, Ulmer said, but she also praised all students who entered the 
contest. "There were some amazing essays and some very convincing reasons 
why the ferry should carry the students' chosen glacier name," she said.

Since all state ferries must be named by statute, Ulmer says the Governor will 
introduce a bill on Tuesday designating the new state ferry the MV Kennicott.
Leah Jarvis will be flown to Juneau to be honored when the Governor signs the 
bill. She and her parents will also receive a voucher for a six-day ferry trip, 
including stateroom and meals. The nine other essay contestants in the final round 
will receive free three-day trips.

-30-
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^  E n t r y  F o r m  ^

A l a . s . » Q T v \ a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s  o ™  

N a m e  t h e  V e s s e l  C o n t e s t

A t t a c h  t h i s  f o r m  t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  y o u r  e s s a y .

Student Name L <S .C vh  TŜ CX C  v/ \

Parent or Guardian Name ^TQf\A~t“h a r \  (XC \ /  I Y

Mailing Address  P  Q  R o  X ( 3 4

C o p , p , e r _ C e  n f e r ,  / A  l £  ^  , S  7 3

Home Phone ( Q C i ' l )  •???*•/ Parent/Guardian Drytime Phone ( cj f \ n ) l i h ^  ~ ^

Name of School ^  n a l l e n  E k m e n f a r y ________________________

Grade Level ^ m r l  Student's age as of 11-22-96 / [ w m f . S  o l d

P r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h e  e s s a y  s h o u l d  b e :

U p  t o  7 5 0  w o r d s  in  l e n g t h

T y p e d  a n d  d o u b l e  s p a c e d  o n  p la in  w h i t e  p a p e r

Y o u r  n a m e  a n d  g r a d e  l e v e l  o n  e a c h  p a g e  o f  t h e  e s s a y

J u d g i n c  i e  E s s a y s .  C o m p l e t e d  e s s a y s  s h o u l d  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  y o u r  s c h o o l  

t e a c h e r .  L : h  s c h o o l  w ill  r e v i e w  i t s  s t u d e n t s '  e s s a y s .  O n e  e s s a y  w ill b e  c h o s e n  f r o m  

e a c h  s c h o o l  t o  s e n d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  w ill s e l e c t  o n e  e s s a y  

f r o m  a ll  t h e  p u b l i c ,  p r i v a t e ,  c h a r t e r ,  a n d  h o m e  s c h o o l s  in  i t s  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  D e p a r t -  ' 

m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  w ill  t h e n  r e v i e w  t h e  e s s a y s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  d i s t r i c t s .  T e n  

e s s a y s  w i l l  b e  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h i s  g r o u p  a n d  s e n t  o n  f o r  f i n a l  j u d g i n g  b y  t h e  

S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  a n d  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  Governor.

T im e l in e .

N o v e m b e r  2 2  E s s a y s  d u e  t o  t h e  s c h o o l s

D e c e m b e r  2  E s s a y s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t

D e c e m b e r  1 0  E s s a y s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n

J a n u a r y  3  E s s a y s  s u b m i t t e d  f o r  f i n a l  j u d g i n g

J a n u a r y  13  W i n n e r  a n n o u n c e d  a t  o p e n in g  o f  1 9 9 7

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n

L



Leah Jarvis

6th grade

F a m o u s  E x p l o r e r ,  R o b e r t  K e n n i c o t t ,  t o  A p p e a r  o n  S t a t e  F e r r y

I  think the new Alaska ferry should be named after the Kennicott Glacier. The 

Kennicott Glacier is  a spectacular glacier located on the southern side o f  the Wrangell 

Mountains inside Wrangell-St. E lia s National Park, the largest national Park in the United 

States.

The Kennicott G lacier is  a dazzlingly beautiful glacier that stretches for 27 miles 

and is  4 miles wide at the w idest. The Ll s  o f  moraine carried by the glacier cause it to 

look like a ribbon winding through the w ilderness. The glacier flows o ff  o f  16,390 ft. M t. 

Blackburn, which is  one o f  the tallest peaks in North America. The Ahtna name for M t. 

Blackburn, K ’a ls’ i TTaadi means ‘the  one at cold waters.”  The Kennicott Glacier feeds 

into the Chitina River, a tributary o f  the Copper River, which i s  one o f  the largest rivers 

draining into the G u lf o f  Alaska.

In 1899 , the Kennicott Glacier was named after pioneer explorer Robert Kennicott 

by Oscar Rohn, the first non-Native American to describe the Kennicott area. Kennicott 

was leader o f  the scientific corps o f  the Western Union Telegraph Expedition to Alaska o f  

18 6 5 - 18 6 7 . The goal o f  this expedition was to build a telegraph line stretching all the way 

from California through Canada and Alaska, across the Bering Strait, through Russia and 

into Europe. Even though the line was never completed, the information Kennicott’ s  team 

collected helped C ongress to decide to buy Alaska from Russia .

Lieut. H eniy T . A llen led the first non-native expedition up the Copper River in 

18 8 5 . While traveling, L t. A llen met C h ie f N icolai, who told him the secret o f  the copper 

deposit near the Kennicott Glacier. T h is  led to the development o f  the mining town o f  

Kennecott1, the site o f  one o f  the richest copper d iscoveries in the world. A  railroad was 

built along the Copper R iver to transport the copper ore from the mines in Kennecott to 

the coast so it could be shipped out. Cordova was established as a port for the ships



Leah Jarvis

6th grade

carrying the ore. The Kennecott mine produced an astounding 214,000,000 lb. o f  copper 

and 9 million ounces o f  silver between 1904 and 19 38 .

The Copper R iver railway offered an all American route to the Alaskan interior, a 

route that was free o f  Canadian taxes. The railway extended for 196 miles, took 4 years 

to construct, and cost $23,000,000 to build. In  19 3 8 , the mine shut down and the railway 

was closed due to lack o f  copper ore.

Today tourists can drive to Kennecott to see the old mining town and the 

Kennicott G lacier. I ’ve been there and it is  really neat to see the old mining town and the 

m in e itself. Y ou  can walk among the crumbling buildings, and i f  you clo se  your eyes and 

listen very hard you can almost see and hear the w orkers shouting to each other and the 

rumbling o f  the huge machines. Suddenly you open your eyes and come back to reality. 

But one thing has hardly changed from the time when the mine was working. The huge 

Kennicott G lacier st ill stretches in front o f  the whole place.

Kennicott is  a great ferry name because it i s  a w ell known name and it isn ’t an 

obscure glacier that tourists can’t see and have never heard of. It  drains into the G u lf o f  

Alaska, it i s  adjacent to a mine that i s  a big part o f  Alaska history, it is  beautiful, and it was 

named for a famous Alaska explorer. Because Robert Kennicott is  an important part o f  

Alaska’s  h istory, I  think naming the ferry for him would honor this famous explorer 

greatly.

‘One thing that I should clarify is  that the correct spelling o f  the Kennicott Glacier is  with 

an “ i”  instead o f  an “e ". When the owners o f  the Kennecott mine got to Alaska, they 

misspelled Robert Kennicott’ s  name and it became the common spelling o f  the name o f  the 

town and the mine.
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O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r

FRAN ULMER
L ieu tenan t Governor 
Post O ffice Box 110015 
Juneau, A laska 99811-0015

N E W S  R E L E A S E

C O N T A C T : 
G len da  C a rin o  

9 0 7 -4 6 5 -3 5 2 0  
FAX: 9 0 7 -4 6 5 -5 4 0 0

F ra n _U lm er@ G ov .3 la te .a k .u s

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 20, 1996

Name the Ferry Contest in it's final judging round 
Top ten finalists forwarded to Lieutenant Governor

The Department o f  Education (DOE) has picked the ten best essays from the fina lists o f  22 schoo l 

d istricts. Over 200 essays were submitted by students sixth  through eighth grades hoping to name the 
new Alaska state ferry, according to D O E sta ff member, M arjorie Menzie.

Lieutenant Governor Fran U lm er received the essays from the Department th is afternoon. “ By statute, 
the ferry must be named after an Alaskan glacier,”  U lm er explained. “The essay contest was launched 
in November in an effort to involve Alaska’ s  middle grade students.” The contest was coordinated 

through the Lieutenant Governor’ s  O ffice , the Department o f  Education and the Department o f  
Transportation and Public Facilities. The top ten winners are to receive a three day ferry pass for 

themselves and their parents. In alphabetical order, they are:

Chystina Atkins, 6th grader from Fairbanks School D istrict 

suggested ferry name: M V  Kahiltna

Brendan Clancy, 6th grader from Delta Greely School D istrict 

suggested ferry name: M V  Trident

Everett Craik. 8th grader from S .E . Island School D istrict 
suggested ferry name: M V  La Perouse

Leah Ja rv is, 6th grader from Copper R iver School D istrict 
suggested ferry name: M V  Kennicott

Jerem y Lehman, 6th grader from Anchorage School D istrict 

suggested ferry name: M V  Portage

Tony Mackie, 7th grader from Craig School D istrict 

suggested ferry name: M V  Seward

Rachel Naegeie, 8th grader from W asilla Christian School 

suggested ferry name: M V  Okpilak

-more-

mailto:Fran_Ulmer@Gov.3late.ak.us


Ten Best Essays 
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December 20. 1996
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D evin Person, 6th grader from Iditarod School D istrict 
suggested ferry name: M V  Kahiltna

M ackenzie Slater, 6th grader from Juneau Home School Correspondence 

suggested ferry name: M V  M uir

Jod ie  E . Totten, 6th grader from Sitka School D istrict 
suggested ferry name: M V  M uir

The Department o f  Education called on a team o f  experts to do the blind judging. They were: Judy 
Bittner, O ffice  o f  H istory and Archeology; Judith Entwife, Former Language A rts Specia list at D O E:
Dr. Roger pearson, Head o f  the Geography Department at the U niversity o f  Alaska Fairbanks; and Judge 

Tom Stewart. They reviewed each essay and ranked them according to originality, accuracy and 
com pleteness, com position and writing sk ills , grammer and spelling, ideas and content, organization, 

sentence fluency, word choice and conventions.

U lm er has scheduled the final judging round to be held on January 9. The three judges include Ulmer, 
Representative Gail P h illip s and Senator Drue Pearce. “ We hope to name the w inning entry on the first 

day o f  se ss io n ,”  she said. “ The winner w ill be brought to the Capitol for officia l recognition” Ulm er 

said, “ as w ell as receive a s ix  day ferry ride which w ill include a stateroom and meals for the winner and 

his/her parents.”

The Department o f  Transportation expects the new ferry w ill be launched in the spring o f  1997. The 

essay w ill be permanently displayed on the marine vesse l, as w ell as the w inning name.

-30-



A  R u n d o w n  o n  t h e  

C o n t e s t ;

The laws of Alaska require a state ferry be named 
after an Alaska glacier. This essay contest will 
allow an student in the 6th, 7th, or 8th grade to 
choose that name. Students will write an essay of 
up to 750 words explaining why they picked a  

particular glacier name.

Judges at each school will pick the best essay from 
that school and forward it on to the school dis- 
trjfl|Th e  school district will then choose one 
eflH f and forward it on to the Department of 
Education. The Department of Education will 
choose the ten best essays autd forward them to 
Lt. Governor Fran Ulmer, Senate President Drue 
Pearce, and Speaker of the House Gail Phillips for 
final judging. The essays will be judged on content, 
originality, composition a n d  writing skills, grammar, 
and spelling.

All participants will receive a letter and certificate 
of appreciation. District winners will receive a 
photo of the vessel. The top ten winners will win a 
three-day ferry pass for thenr .elves and their 
parents. The winning essay will be permanently 
mounted on the new vessel, and the winner and his/ 
her parents will receive a six-day cruise, including 
stateroom and meals, on any Marine Highway 
v ^ l .

This is a project developed and coordinated by 
the Office of the Lieutenant Governor, the 
Alaska Marine Highway System, the Depart­
ment of Transportation and Public Facilities, 
and the Alaska Department of Education. I f  you 
have questions, call Susan Favro at Meeting 
Results in Juneau: 907/586-6341.

E s s a y  d u e  d a t e :  

N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 6
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T h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  

H i g h w a y  S y s t e m ’s  n e w  

f e r r y  n e e d s  a  n e r n e

W r i t e  a n  e s s a y  t o  n a m e  a  

f e r r y  a n d  w i n :

• A  6 - d a y  c r u i s e  o n  o n e  

o f  t h e  f e r r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

a  s t a t e r o o m  a n d  m e a l s  

( f o r  b o t h  y o u  a n d  y o u r  

p a r e n t s )

• Y o u r  e s s a y  p e r m a n e n t l y  

d i s p l a y e d  o n  t h e  n e w  

f e r r y !

Alaska Mai we Highway

Dept, o f Transportation & Public Facilities 
P.O. Box 25535 

Juneau, A K  99802-5535

h l l p : / / w w w .a o l .s U i le .a k .u s /e x le m a l/ a n i l is /  h on ie .h trn l

http://www.aol.sUile.ak.us/exlemal/anilis/
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H e r e ’s  H o w  Y o u  D o l l :

Get a list of Alaska glacier names (your school 
should have the list or use the Internet)

From the list of glaciers, Pick out a name for the 
new ferry (it's a 380 foot ocean cruised).

Write an essay of up to 750 words explaining why 
you selected the name. Be creative. Have fun with 
the essay.

Turn in your essay to your school. That's all there 
is  to it/

^ S e a r c h i n g  f o r  a  

G l a c i e r  N a m e ?

Yes, it's true, there really are 609 named glaciers 
in Alaska. To see a list of these glaciers, you can 
contact your school librarian oc publx librarian, or 
use the Internet (go to www-nmd.usgs.gov/www/ 
gnis/gnisform.html). There are ten glacier names 
that have already been used. The following glacier 
names cannot be used again:

Au. •'ra 
Ghilkat 
Le Conte 
Matanuska 
Tustumena

Bartlett
Columbia
MalaSpina
Tnku
Wickersham

W h a t  m a k e s  f o r  a
• 9

w i n n i n g  e s s a y —

C rea tiv ity . U s e  your imagination when picking 
out a name for the new ferry (but remember it 
has to be the name of an Alaska glacier). Find 
that unique, original reason for using that 
name and write rt down!

A c c u r a c y . Find out about the glacier 
you've selected. What is the geographic, 
geologic, or historical significance of your 
selection?

W r i t i n g  Sk ills. Your writing should be 
well organized. Develop your reasons for 
selecting the glacier name you chose.

5petling and  G ram m ar. Be watchful for 
spelling errors, typographical errors, and grammar 
usage. I f  you're using a computer, don't depend on 
the spell checker only. Proof your own work with 
your own eyesl

P re sen ta tio n . The essay should be up to 750 
words in length. I t  should be typed and double 
spaced on plain white paper. Make sure your name 
and grade level a r e  a n  each page of your es s a y .  
Also, your school has an entry form that will be 
attached to your essay. Be sure to fill out all 
information requested on the entry form.

Ju d g in g  th e  E s sa y s . Completed essays should 
be submitted to your school teacher. Each school 
will review its students' essays. O n e  essay will be 
chosen from each school to send to the school 
district. The school district will select one essay 
from all the public, private, charter, and home 
schools in its district. The Department of Educa­
tion will then review the essays submitted by the 
districts. Ten essays will be selected from this 
group and sent on for final judging by the Speaker 
of the House, the President of the Senate, and the 
Lieutenant Governor.

T im eline. Essays are due on November 22. The 
e s s a y s  go to the district on December 2 and to the 
Dep*. of Education on December 10. The final 
judging will be done in time to announce the winner 
at the opening session of the 1997 legislature.

T h e

N e w  A l a s k a  

M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  

O c e a n  C l a s s  F e r r y

Length overall..................................................380 feet

Maximum beam..................................................85 feet

Draft, maximum............................................. 17.5 feet

Displacement...............................................6.000 tons

Vehicle capacity Southeast AK 120 c a r s / v a n s

Gulf of Alaska 39 cars/20 vans

Passenger capacity...................... Southeast AK 750

Gulf of Alaska 500

Maximum design speed.................................. 19 knots

Service speed............................................ 16.75 knots

Lifeboats............................................four 150-person

Life ra ft s .............................50-person capacity each

Rescue boats........................................................... Two

Helicopter landing platform......................... 55 sq.ft.
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^  S tate o f A laska ®

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 16, 1996 96/032

L ie u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  a n n o u n c e s  c o n t e s t  

t o  n a m e  t h e  n e w  A l a s k a  M a r in e  H ig h w a y  F e r r y

Alaskan students in grades six through eight • ill have the opportunity to 
participate in naming the new Alaska Marine Highway ferry which will be launched 
in July of 1997, according to Lieutenant Governor Fran Ulmer. "By statute, the 
ferry is named after an Alaskan glacier," Ulmer said. "We thought it would be 
educational and fun to let students choose the name through an essay contest." 
The contest is being coordinated through the Department of Education, the 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOTPF), and through the 
Lieutenant Governor's office with cooperation from the Speaker of tha House and 
the Senate President.

Each student who enters the contest will write an essay no more than 750 words 
telling why they chose a particular glacier name and submit it to their school. 
Judges at each school will choose the best essay and submit it to the school 
district where one essay will be chosen and submitted to the Department of 
Education. Private, charter and home school students can also participate by 
submitting their essays to their closest public school district. Ten essays will be 
chosen by judges at the Department of Education and submitted for final judging 
by the Speaker of the House, the President of the Senate and the Lieutenant 
Governor. Essays will be judged on content, originality, geography standards, 
composition and writing skills, grammer and spelling.

All participants will receive a letter and certificate of appreciation. District winners 
will receive a photo of the vessel. The top ten winners will win a three day ferry 
pass for themselves and their parents. The winning essay will be permanently 
mounted on the new vessel and the winner and his/her parents will receive a six 
day ride, including a stateroom and meals, on any Marine Highway vessel. Entry 
forms will be mailed to all participating school districts by the end of October and 
students will have until November 22 to complete their essays. For more 
information or to request an entry form, call Glenda Carino at (907) 465-3521.

-30-

Broadcast Advisory: Video actualities with Lieutenant Governor Fran Ulmer and 
DOTPF Commissioner Joe Perkins will be available on the Governor's window at 
3 :3 0  p.m. today.

mailto:Fran_Ulmer@Gov.state.ak.us
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O f f i c e  o f  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r

FRAN ULMER
L ieu tenan t Governor 
Post O ffice Box 110015 
Juneau, A laska 99811-0015

N E W S  R E L E A S E

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 15, 1996

STUDENTS WRITE ESSAYS TO NAME NEW STATE FERRY

Construction of the Alaska Marine Highway System's new 380' ferry is proceeding 
on schedule at a ship yard in Moss Point, Mississippi. The ship is approximately 10 
percent completed and has a July 1997 projected launch date. When the 
outfitting, test, and trials are completed, the vessel will be delivered to Alaska in 
May 1998.

The new ferry will be capable of taking over any of the current system routes in 
addition to cross-gulf service. New features on this vessel include outfitting to 
operate as a spill response command center, state of the art communications, a 
helicopter pad, and ADA accessibility. Amenities also include a theater, restaurant, 
coffee shop, and telephone kiosks with modem hook-ups.

While construction proceeds in Mississippi, 6th. 7th, and 3th graders across Alaska 
have been invited to write essays to suggest a name for the new ferry. By statute, 
all Alaska Marine Highway ferries must be named after an Alaska glacier. The 
Office of the Lieutenant Governor, Department of Education, and Marine Highway 
System are overseeing the escay contest to match up the glacier name with the 
new ship. Student essays are due tc their schools on November 22. Each school 
will select one essay to forward to its school district. The school districts will each 
select one essay to forward to the Department of Education. DOE will then select 
ten finalists. The winning essay will be selected by Lieutenant Governor Fran 
Ulmer, House Speaker Gail Phillips, and Senate President Drue Pearce. The 
winning name will be announced at the opening session of the 1997 legislature.

The student who proposes the winning name and his/her parents will receive a six- 
day cruise on a ferry and the essay wili be permanently mounted in the new ferry. 
Students or educators wishing more information about the essay contest can 
contact Susan Favro in Juneau at 586-6341.



®  E n t r y  F o r m  ®  

A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m :  

N a m e  t h e  V e s s e l  C o n t e s t

A t t a c h  t h i s  f o r m  t o  t h e  f r o n t  o f  y o u r  e s s a y .

S t u d e n t  N a m e _________________________________________________________________________

P a r e n t  o r  G u a r d ia n  N a m e _____________________________________________________________

M a ilin g  A d d r e s s ______________________________________________________________________

H o m e  P h o n e _______________________________  P a r e n t/ G u a r d ia n  D a y t im e  P h o n e

N a m e  o f  S c h o o l ________________________________________________ _______________

G r a d e  L e v e l  S t u d e n t ' s  a g e  a s  o f  1 1 -2 2 -9 6

P r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h e  e s s a y  s h o u l d  b e :

U p  t o  7 5 0  w o r d s  in  l e n g t h

T y p e d  a r .d  d o u b l e  s p a c e d  o n  p la in  w h i t e  p a p e r

Y o u r  n a m e  a n d  g r a d e  l e v e l  o n  e a c h  p a g e  o f  t h e  e s s a y

J u d g i n g  t h e  E s s a y s .  C o m p l e t e d  e s s a y s  s h o u l d  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  y o u r  s c h o o l  

t e a c h e r .  E a c h  s c h o o l  w ill  r e v i e w  i t s  s t u d e n t s '  e s s a y s .  O n e  e s s a y  w ill b e  c h o s e n  f r o m  

e a c h  s c h o o l  t o  s e n d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  w ill s e l e c t  o n e  e s s a y  

f r o m  a ll t h e  p u b l i c ,  p r i v a t e ,  c h a r t e r ,  a n d  h o m e  s c h o o l s  in  i t s  d i s t r i c t .  T h e  D e p a r t -  ' 

m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  w ill  t h e n  r e v i e w  t h e  e s s a y s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  d i s t r i c t s .  T e n  

e s s a y s  w ill b e  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h i s  g r o u p  a n d  s e n t  o n  f o r  f i n a l  j u d g i n g  b y  t h e  

S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  a n d  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r .

T i m e l i n e .

N o v e m b e r  2 2  E s s a y s  d u e  t o  t h e  s c h o o l s

D e c e m b e r  2  E s s a y s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t

D e c e m b e r  1 0  E s s a y s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n

J a n u a r y  3  E s s a y s  s u b m i t t e d  f o r  f i n a l  j u d g in g

J a n u a r y  13  W i n n e r  a n n o u n c e d  a t  o p e n in g  o f  1 9 9 7

A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n



H S  O c e a n  C l a s s  F e r r y

W # ' 'M*
5 \  s r  e" m

P.O. Box 25535  
Juneau, AK 09802 -5535  

1 -800 -642 -0066

A L A S K A

Length overall. LOA 360 ft.
Max Beam 85 ft.
Draft - maximum 175 ft.
Ditplaccment 6000 lent
Vehicle capacity- Cars only (max.) 120 cars/vans

Maximum 45* van* 39 cars/20 vans
Passenger Capacity- S.E. Alaska service 750

Gulf of Alaska service 500
Staterooms Cabini B:rths
A-Ciai> cabini (comnletc en suite)

Standard cabins 49 196
ADA acccitihle 3 12

C-Clast cabins (lavatorv onlv en suite)
Standard cabins 32 64
ADA accessible ** 4

Roomettes (no er»
suite facilities) 24 •IS

Max. design speed 19 knots
Service speed isustimahlr through Sea State 5) 16."5 knots
Main engines <2xl>,090 Bill' rachi 13.380 BHP
Main cneinc-driscn alternators 2x2,400 kW
Dic'el-dnscn altrrnatoi'i ̂Caterpillar 3516 series' 2x1.*) 40 kW

Bow thrusters (Elliott White Gill 
Model 60T3S Omnidirectional)
Roll stabilization system
Elevators -Passenger elevatoi

•Service/stores elevator 
• Dumbwaiter 
•Vehicle elevator 
(80.000 lb lift capacity)

Lifcboan 
Life rafn
Escape system to life rafts 

Rescue boats
Helicopter landing platform

lxl.450 kW 
active fin»
I
I
I
I
Fuur 150 prrion 
50 pcnon capacity ea. 
Dunlop Beaufort 
chute svstrm ■>
55 ft iq. landing area 
tunable for Bell 212 
& Javhavsk helicopters

Emergency Response Command and Control capabilitv
HDILDF.lt: TRINITY MARINE GROUP. GULFPOnT. M.S.

German Avjidi Nuumbn 199*
Coniuct Driign Complnc JuI« 1996 Sun Strrlwork- Auguu J9*n»


