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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 259( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTIETH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY

O ffered:
R eferred:

Sponsor(s): TH E  SENATE TRANSPORTATION COM M ITTEE

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to the membership of and the state's participation in a

2 metropolitan highway planning organization."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4
5
6

7
8 

9
10

11

12

13
14

* Section 1. AS 19.20 is amended by adding new sections to read:
Article 2. Metropolitan Highway Planning Organizations.
Sec. 19.20.200. Metropolitan highway planning organizations. The state 

may not designate or redesignate under 23 U.S.C. 134 or otherwise participate in a 
metropolitan planning organization organized under 23 U.S.C. 134 unless .he 
membership of the metropolitan planning orga: ization includes, among other members,

(1) one member of the senate whose district is located partially or 
wholiy within the metropolitan area and who is selected by a majority of the members 
of the senate whose districts are located partially or wholly within the metropolitan 
area; a person who is selected to serve as a member of a metropolitan planning 
organization under this paragraph may not receive compensation for service on the

-1-
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metropolitan planning organization;

(2) o n e  m e m b e r  of the house of representatives w h o s e  district is located 

partially or wholly within the metropolitan area a n d  w h o  is selected b y  a majority of 

the m e m b e r s  of the h o u s e  of  representatives w h o s e  districts are located partially or 

w h o l l y  within the metropolitan area; a person w h o  is selected to serve as a m e m b e r  

of  a metropolitan planning organization u n d e r  this paragraph m a y  not receive 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  for service o n  the metropolitan planning organization; a n d

(3) o n e  m e m b e r  appointed b y  the governor.

CSSB 259( ) -2-
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A  D o n l e y b r o o k
B u t  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  p r e v a i l s

T r y  as h e  might, a n d  h e’s tried m i g h t y  hard, Sen. D a v e  

D o n l e y  has not b e e n  able to puli a n  e n d  r u n  o n  the A n ­

c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  a n d  the g o v e r n o r’s office.

G o o d  for the A s s e m b l y  a n d  the administration.

A s  if legislators d o n’t h a v e  e n o u g h  to do, the A n c h o r a g e  

senator w a n t s  to stick his n o s e  w h e r e  it d o e s n’t belong —  

in the intimate r u n n i n g  of local g o v e r n m e n t .

Sen. D o n l e y  a u t h o r e d  a n  ill-conceived bill that w o u l d  

place t w o  legislators o n  a local c o m m i t t e e  overseeing A n ­

c h o r a g e’s share of federal transportation dollars. H e  c o n­

tends A n c h o r a g e  is not getting its “fair s h a r e” of m o n e y .  

T h e  senator, w h o  h e a d s  A n c h o r a g e ’s legislative caucus, 

says h e  c a n’t get legislators interested in “fixing" the 

p r o b l e m  unless h e  gives t h e m  a s a y  in w h i c h  projects get 

funded.

A s s e m b l y  m e m b e r  C h e r y l  C l e m e n t s o n ,  w h o  sits o n  the 

policy setting local c o m m i t t e e  for the A s s e m b l y ,  w a s  blunt 

a b o u t  w h a t  s he t h ought of the D o n l e y  bill. “It’s a p o w e r  

•grab. T his is a local-control issue. A n d  the state Legisla­

ture does h a v e  a role: T h e y ’re s u p p o s e d  to look at the a p­

propriations process. T h e y ’re not s u p p o s e d  to c o m e  in a n d  

set local priorities,” she said recently.

F o r  a  while there, it looked like Sen. D o n l e y  m i g h t  get his 

way. B u t  the H o u s e  Rules C o m m i t t e e  decided to hold an u n­

usual teleconference with the local A s s e m b l y ,  during w h i c h  

A s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s  generally s p o k e  against Sen. D o n l e y’s 

efforts as a n  unfair attack o n  local decision-making.

After listening to A n c h o r a g e ' s  complaints, legislators 

took the w i s e  course: T h e y  p a r k e d  the bill in their c o m ­

mittee, w h e r e  w e  h o p e  it stays —  indefinitely. h
Or1 this issue, V he H o u s e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  n a d e  the 

right call. T h a n k s .
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T h e  S e n a te  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  a d o p te d  th e  a b o v e  r e fe r e n ce d  C S  fo r  S e n a te  B i l l  259 . A n  

a m e n d m e n t  to  th e  C S  w a s  a lso  a d o p ted  as fo l lo w s :

L i n e  6 - 9  are d e le te d  and  re p la ce d  w ith  th is  a m e n d m e n t:

S ec . 19 .20 .200 . M e tro p o l i ta n  h ig h w ay  p l a n n in g  o rg a n iz a tio n s . T h e  s ta t e  m e tro p o li ta n  
h ig h w a y  p l a n n in g  o rg a n iz a t io n  d e s ig n a te d  o r  r e -d e s ig n a te d  u n d e r  23  U .S .C . 134  o r  
m e tro p o l i ta n  p l a n n in g  o rg a n iz a t io n s  o rg a n iz e d  u n d e r  23 U .S .C . 134  s h a l l  c o n s is t o f  s ix  
m em b e rs . T h re e  m em b e rs  s h a l l  b e  d e s ig n a te d  by th e  m u n ic ip a l  g o v e rnm en t . T h re e  
m em b e rs  s h a l l  b e  d e s ig n a te d  a s  fo l lo w s :

W o u ld  y o u  p le a se  p rep a re  a n e w  C S  a c co rd in g ly .

T h a n k s .
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Anchorage Assembly

M a r k  T lc g ic h  

C h a i r m a n March 15, 1998

Representative Pete Kott, Chair 
House Rules Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau. Alaska 99801

SENT VIA FA X
ORIGINAL BY MAIL

Dear Representative Kott:

The Anchorage Assembly has been informed that Senate Bill # 259, related to AM ATS, is 
currently in your House Rules Commil je. I wanted to let you, as Chair of the House Rules 
Committee, know that the Anchorage Assembly recently approved a resolution that strongly 
opposed this particular piece of legislation.

You may not be aware that when this bill was in the House Transportation Committee, we 
attempted to provide public comment through a teleconference from Anchorage. It is my 
understanding that, at the time, Senator Donley indicated to the Chair of the Transportation 
Committee there was no need to telephor'cally hook up with Anchorage. Consequently we 
were not allowed the opportunity to voice our opposition. It is our understanding that since 
the bill is currently in the Rules Committee, we will have no further opportunities to testify. It 
is extremely important that you, and others of the Anchorage Caucus understand that this 
bill, if approved could jeopardize millions of federal dollars coming into the state .

Our opposition is based on the fact that we believe this law strips local control from 
decisions on how local road dollars will be allocated. We feel that our involvement and input 
from constituents related to items such as the Comprehensive Plan, the Official Streets and 
Highvjays Plan, the Trails Plan, Parks Plan and many others; makes us, on the local level, 
the most qualified to determine where our roads will be, which ones will be funded and how 
dollars are best distributed.

The fact that this bill only affected Anchorage, and the Transportation Committee refused to 
let the affected local government participate in this proposed legislation concerns many of 
us who serve on the Anchorage Assembly. I would respectfully urge extreme caution in 
allowing this bill to move forward because of the potential devastating effect it will have on

ds in Anchorage. Thanks in advance for your consideration.

cc: A nchorage  C aucus

100/100® .•!() A'lHH.'ISSV MJ.ViV Ott/ACH' i U O ©  2.1 :91 S G / i T / K O
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A n c h o r a g e

I’.O. Dux 196G50 
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-GG50 
Telephone: (907) 343-431L

A .VC IIO ItU ili ASSli.MIH.V

February 20, 1998

Members of the Anchorage Caucus 
Alaska State Legislature 
Slate Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Caucus Members:

We are aware that Senate Bill 259 has been introduced which would alter the make-up of 
the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). The Municipality considers the existing 
composition ' f the Policy Committee a reasonable balance between local and State 
interests.

The existing agreement between the State and the Municipality states that the local 
government shall manage the MPO. This agreement also states that the structure of the 
MPO Policy Committee be two members from the State and three from local government. 
This proposed change would reduce the power and input from local government to 
prioritize its own projects.

The Assembly is in opposition to Senate Bill 259, and intends to approve a formal 
resolution reemphasizing its opposition at the Assembly’s February 24, 1998 meeting.

We appreciate your consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,

/

Cheryl Clemdntson 
Assemblymember

, % x y  .

Pat Abney (J 
Assemblymember

f a r
Bob Bell
Assemblymember

Charles Wohlforth 
Assemblymember

FayA/on Gemming^r 
Assemblymember

/  Mark Begich 
Assemblymember

Fed Carlson 
Assemblymember

Kevin Meyer 
Assemblymember



^  %) w i a o 4 ( 5U aTTuTi a3 ^ l7Il>l i  u i-

1
2

3
4
5
6

7
8  

9
1 0

11

1 2

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
2 0  

2 1  

2 2

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47 
43
49
50
51
52

C L E R K ’S O FFIC E
a m e n d e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d

 .

Submitted by: A ssem blym em ber Clementson 
Prepared by: Assem bly Office 
For reading:

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 
AR NO. 98- 63

A RESOLUTION OF THE ANCHORAGE MUNICIPAL ASSEMBLY OPPOSING SENATE B ILL 
259 (TRA), "AN ACT RELATING TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF AND THE STATE’S 
PARTICIPATION IN A METROPOLITAN HIGHWAY PLANNING ORGANIZATION

WHEREAS, the current Metropolitan Planning Organization consists of two 
Assemblymembers, the Mayor, and two representatives from the State of Alaska (Department of 
Transportation and Department of Environmental Conservation); and

WHEREAS, currently the Municipality and the State have a balanced and cooperative 
working relationship in the development of transportation and air quality plans; and

WHEREAS, 23 United States Code 134 states that a metropolitan planning organization is 
designated “by agreement among the Governor and the units of general purpose local government;" 
and

WHEREAS, the Municipality and the Governor must agree to any changes in the existing 
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s membership, and it is unclear as to the purpose and intent 
of the changes proposed in Senate Bill 259 (TRA); and 

*See page 2 fo r  amendment.
WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency is in the process of designating 

Anchorage as a serious non-attainment are.' for carbon monoxide and DEC’S representation on the 
Policy Committee is an important role; and

WHEREAS, the Assembly does not support removing the member of the Policy Committee 
representing the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Anchorage Assembly resolves:

Section 1: Thai the Anchorage Assembly opposes Senate Bill 259(TRA) which modifies the 
membership of and the State’s participation in a Metropolitan Planning Organization.

Section 2: That the Municipal Clerk forward copies of this resolution to the Governor and 
the Alaska State Legislature upon passage and approval.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Anchorage Municipal Assembly this 24th day of 
F e b r u a r y  1998 .

</Chair
ATTEST:

53 MdrpbipalClerK ~/J
54 EGd/1993RESOLUTION§/AR07
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A R  98-63

R E :  S B  259 A M A T S  M e m b ership

T h e  Assembly a m e nded the resolution on February 24, 1998 by adding a n e w  paragraph at 

line 27  to read:

“W H E R E A S ,  the action to change the A M A T S  process, entered into unilaterally by the 

State of Alaska could endanger federal highway funding for Anchorage, which is intended 

to be handled cooperatively between the Municipality and the State, and ”
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SPO N SO R  S T A T E M E N T  

Senate  Bill 259
M E T R O P O L I T A N  P L A N N I N G  A U T H O R I T Y

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  M e tro p o li ta n  A r e a  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  S tu d y  ( A M A T S )  w a s  c r e a te d  to  

c o m p ly  w i th  fe d e ra l la w  re q u ir in g  c o m m u n i t ie s  o f  o v e r  5 0 ,0 0 0  in  p o p u la t io n  to  h a v e  a  

M e tr o p o l i ta n  P la n n in g  O r g a n iz a t io n  in  o rd e r  to  q u a l i fy  fo r  fe d e ra l h ig h w a y  fu n d in g .

T h e  A M A T S  P o l i c y  C o m m i t t e e  is p r e se n t ly  c o m p o s e d  o f  tw o  A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b ly  

m e m b e r s ,  o n e  re p re se n ta tiv e  f r o m  th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  a n d  P u b l i c  

F a c i l i t i e s ,  o n e  re p re s e n ta tiv e  f r o m  th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  C o n s e r v a t io n  

a n d  th e  M a y o r  o f  A n ch o r a g e .  T h e  A M A T S  P o l i c y  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  re p re se n ta tio n  f r o m  

a ll r e le v a n t  b ra n ch e s  o f  lo c a l  a n d  sta te  g o v e r n m e n t  e x c e p t  th e  s ta te  leg is la tu re .

W h i le  A M A T S  p o l i c y  re q u ire s  le g is la t iv e  a u th o r iz a tio n  b e fo r e  a n y  fe d e ra l fu n d s  ca n  b e  

e x p e n d e d  o n  A M A T S  p r io r ity  p r o je c ts ,  n o  m e m b e r  o f  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  s its  o n  

th e  c o m m it te e .

J E R R Y  W A R D

Si.ite C.tpil.il 
JuihMU. AK WMIM1X2 
Plume IW7M6J.49.lll 
Fax <W7) 465-3766

716 W -lili Avc.. Sic -1511 
Anchorage. AK 99501-2131 

Plume <W7>25X-XIX3 
Fax (9071 25X-0K20

145 Main Street L im p  
Kcna i.A K996 ll 

Phone 0MI7) 283-79% 

Fax (907) 283-3075

S e n a te  B i l l  2 5 9  w o u ld  a m e n d  th e  A M A T S  o p e ra tin g  a g re e m e n t  to  a d d  tw o  A n c h o r a g e  

le g is la to rs ; o n e  m e m b e r  o f  th e  s e n a te  a n d  o n e  fr o m  th e  h o u s e . B o t h  le g is la t iv e  m e m b e r s  

w o u ld  h a v e  d is tr ic ts  tha t a re  p a r tia lly  o r  w h o l ly  w i th in  th e  m e tr o p o li ta n  a rea  a n d  th e y  

w o u ld  b e  s e le c te d  b y  a m a jo r ity  o f  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  b o d ie s  w h o s e  d is tr ic ts  

a lso  fa ll p a r tia lly  o r  w h o l ly  w i th in  th e  m e tro p o li ta n  area. O n e  o f  th e  s ta te  a d m in is tra t iv e  

m e m b e r s  to  th e  p o l i c y  c o m m it t e e  w o u ld  b e  d e le te d . T h i s  c h a n g e  in  m e m b e r s h ip  w o u ld  

c r e a te  an  eq u a l b a la n ce  o f  s ta te  a n d  lo ca l  m e m b e r s  o n  th e  A M A T S  p o l i c y  c o m m it te e .

T h e  F e d e r a l  H ig h w a y  A d m in is t r a t io n  ( F H W A )  has s ta ted  n o  o b je c t io n  to  c h a n g in g  th e  

c o m p o s i t io n  o f  the  A M A T S  P o l i c y  C o m m i t t e e  to  in c lu d e  m e m b e r s  o f  the  S ta te  

L e g is la tu r e .  F u r th e r ,  the  F H W A  h a s  s ta ted  tha t th e re  is n o  re a so n  tha t th e  A M A T S  

p ro g ra m  w o u ld  n o t  re m a in  in  c o m p l ia n c e  w i th  fe d e ra l re g u la t io n s  o n c e  th e  c h a n g e  in  

m e m b e r s h ip  h a s  b e e n  in s titu ted .

A n  e x a m p le  o f  a s u c c e s s fu l  m e tro p o lita n  p la n n in g  o rg a n iz a t io n  is  th e  O a h u  M e tro p o l i ta n  

P la n n in g  O rg a n iz a tio n  ( O M P O )  in  H o n o lu lu ,  H a w a ii .  U n d e r  th e  a u s p ic e s  o f  th e  fed e ra l 

g o v e r n m e n t ,  c r e a te d  b y  th e  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  in  1975 a n d  re o rg a n iz e d  in  1986, th e  O M P O  

is  c o m p o s e d  o f  fo u r  parts; a  P o l i c y  C o m m it t e e ,  o r  d e c i s io n  m a k in g  b o d y ,  a T e c h n i c a l  

A d v i s o r y  C o m m it t e e ,  a  C i t i z e n  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  a  s ta f f  p e r so n . T h e  P o l i c y  

C o m m i t t e e  c o n s is t s  o f  s ix  s ta te  leg is la to rs , f iv e  H o n o lu lu  C i t y  C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s ,  an 

a p p o in te e  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  an  a p p o in te e  o f  th e  M a y o r  o f  H o n o lu lu .
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T h e  O M P O  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t r u c t  p r o je c ts  o r  im p le m e n t  p ro g ra m s . R a th e r , its  d ir e c t iv e  

f o c u s e s  u p o n  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  p la n s  an d  p ro g ra m s  to  p r o d u c e  an  in teg ra ted  in te rm o d a l 

t ra n sp o r ta t io n  s y s te m .

It  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t p a ssa g e  o f  S B  2 5 9  w o u ld  h a v e  n o  im p a c t  o n  th e  o p e ra tio n  o r  

f u n c t io n s  o f  th e  A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b ly  o r  th e  M u n i c ip a l i t y  o f  A n ch o r a g e .



S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

October 22,1997

M r .  D a v i d  M i l l e r  

A c t i n g  D i v i s i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  

F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

P O  B o x  2 1 6 4 8  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 2

D e a r  M r .  M i l l e r :

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  C a u c u s ,  a b ip a r t i s a n  g r o u p  o f  A n c h o r a g e  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  w i s h e s  to  

a d d  t w o  A n c h o r a g e  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  A r e a  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r : u d y  ( A M A T S )  p o l i c y  c o m m i t t e e .  W o u l d  y o u r  a g e n c y  o b j e c t  

t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a  a d d i n g  t w o  A n c h o r a g e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  t h e  A M A T S  

p o l i c y  c o m m i t t e e ?

S i n c e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e  ( M O A )  e x c e e d s  2 0 0 ,0 0 0  

i t  w a s  r e q u i r e d  t o  f o r m  a M e t r o p o l i t a n  P l a n n i n g  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( M P O )  u n d e r  

I S T E A  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  G i v e n  t h i s  M P O  r e q u i r e m e  t  t h e  M O A  c r e a t e d  t h e  

A M A T S  c o m m i t t e e .  T h e  c u r r e n t  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  A M A T S  c o m m i t t e e  

c o n s i s t s  o f  t w o  A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s ,  o n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  t h e  

S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s ,  o n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  t h e  M a y o r  o f  

A n c h o r a g e .

C u r r e n t l y  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  is  t h e  o n l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  e n t i t y  n o t  

r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  A M A T S .  S i n c e  w i t h o u t  l e g i s l a t i v e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  n o  f u n d s  

c a n  b e  e x p e n d e d  it  w o u l d  a s s is t  t h e  p r o c e s s  t o  h a v e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

o n  A M A T S .  W h a t  f e d e r a l  a g e n  y  o r  a g e n c i e s  m u s t  a p p r o v e  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  
o f  t h e  A M A T S  p o l i c y  c o m m i t t e e ?  W h o  is  t h e  f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l  c u r r e n t l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  d e c i s i o n ?

I f  t w o  A n c h o r a g e  a r e a  l e g i s la t o r s  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i c y  c o m m i t t e e  

is  t h e r e  a n y  r e a s o n  t h e  A M A T S  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  n o t  r e m a i n  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  

w i t h  f e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s ?

January-May: S T A T E  C A P I T O L  • JUNEAU, ;\K • 99801-1182 • (907) 465-3892« FAX: (907) 465-6595 
June-Dccember: 716 W. 4 T H  A V E . »STE. 430 »A N C H O R A G E .  A K « 99501 «(907) 258-8181 • FAX: (907) 258-1648

M E M B E R :  Senate Finance Commiuec • Legislative Budget &  Audit Committee 
• Senate Community &  Regional Affairs Committee
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M r .  D a v i d  M i l l e r  

P a g e  2
O c t o b e r  2 2 ,1 9 9 7

I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e q u e s t .  I f  y o u  h a v e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  

p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  J a m e s  A r m s t r o n g  o f  m y  s t a f f  a t  2 5 8 -8 1 8 1 . I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  y o u r  
r e s p o n s e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y

DD/jja
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senate C o - C h a i r

Senator D a v e  D o n l e y

H o u s e  C o - C h a i r

Representative Eric Croft

A n c h o r a g e  C a u c u s

1997 Anchorage Caucus Resolutions That Passed or Are Pending 

Motion #1: bv Senator Donley
The Anchorage Caucus supports adding one senator and one representative from 
Anchorage to the Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation Study ( A M A T S )  policy 

committee and reducing the state administration members.

Senate Members 

Johnny Ellis 

Rick Halford 

Tim Kelly 

Loren Lcinan 

Scan Parnell 

Dnic Pearce 

Randy Phillips 

Jerry Ward

House Members 

Ramona Bamcs 

Ethan Berkowiiz 

ConBunde 

John Cowdcry 

Fred Dyson 

Joe Green 

Mark Hanley 

Allen Kemplen 

Vic Kohring 

Pete Kott 

Terry Martin 

Eldon Mulder 

Brian Porter 

Norman Rokebcrg 

Joe Ryan 

Jerry Sanders

Senate:

House:

Y E S  6.25 

Y E S  12.75

N O .

N O

A B S T A I N ___

A B S T A I N  2.00

N O  R E S P O N S E .  

N O  R E S P O N S E .

Motion #2: bv Representative Croft
The Anchorage Caucus establishes as a priority and goal for the second session of the 

Twentieth Alaska State Legislature rewrite of the state's current education funding 
formula and the school construction debt reimbursement program, both of which ensure 
that the Anchorage School District receives an equitable portion of the state education 

funding.

Senate: Y E S  5.25 N O .

House: Y E S  13.75 N O .

A B S T A I N  1.00 

A B S T A I N

N O  R E S P O N S E .

N O  R E S P O N S E  1.00

Motion #3: bv Senator Donlev
Working with the Municipality of Anchorage to obtain a replacement jail for the existing 

6th Avenue facility, with meaningful community participation, shall be a priority and 

goal of the Anchorage Caucus.

Senate: Y E S  6.25 N O _____ A B S T A I N ____  N O  R E S P O N S E _____

House: Y E S  12.75 N O A B S T A I N N O  R E S P O N S E  2.00

Motion #4: by Senator Halford
The Anchorage Caucus endorses including some amount of district capital in the FY' 99 
capital budget for roads and other projects and that specific standards and criteria for such 

funding be adopted.

Senate: Y E S  5.25 N O  1.00 A B S T A I N _____  N O  R E S P O N S E ____

House: Y E S  10.75 N O  1.00 A B S T A I N  3.00 N O  R E S P O N S E ___

Motion: B y  Senator Donlev and Representative Croft
The Anchorage Caucus supports U A A ' s  capital request for a major expansion of its 

library, and the Anchorage Caucus urges the U A  Board of Regents to achieve educational 
equity in its allocation of state funding a m o n g  the various campuses and that the Caucus 
take appropriate measures to ensure such equity is achieved over a reasonable period of 

time.

P E N D I N G



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senate C o - C h a i r

Senator D a v e  D o n l e y

H o u s e  C o - C h a i r

Representative Eric Croft

A n c h o r a g e  C a u c u s

1997 Anchorage Caucus Agendas

All Caucuses were held at the Anchorage Legislative Information Office in the 2nd Floor 
Conference R o o m  beginning at 1:30pm.

Senate Members 

Johnny Ellis 

Rick Halford 

Tim Kelly 

Loren Leman 

Scan Parnell 

Drue Pcarcc 

Randy Phillips 

Jerry Ward

House Members 

Ramona Barnes 

Ethan Berkowitz 

Con Bundc 

John Cowdcry 

Fred Dyson 

Joe Green 

Mark Hanley 

Allen Kcmplcn 

Vic Kohring 

Pete Kott 

Terry Martin 

Eldon Mulder 

Brian Porter 

Norman Rokcbcig 

Joe Ryan 

Jerry Sanders

Wednesday, September 3,1997

1:30pm Discussion with Mayor Mystrom and Anchorage Assembly M e m b e r s
on Municipal and Legislative Relations 

2:00pm Discussion with Mayor Mystrom/Assembly Members on Anchorage
Priorities

3:00pm Presentation by the Department of Transportation on Anchorage Projects
in the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)

3:30pm Overview of the Anchorage Municipal Area Transportation Study
( A M A T S )  Program

Wednesday, October 1,1997

1:30pm M a y o r  Mystrom and Assembly Members

2:00pm Anchorage School District: Education Construction Budget Process
3:00pm Capital Budget Process

Wednesday, N o v e m b e r  5,1997

1:30pm M a y o r  Mystrom and Assembly Members

2:00pm Anchorage Chamber of Commerce: Legislative Priorities

2:30pm Follow up of Earlier Subjects

Wednesday, D e c e m b e r  3,1997

1:30pm M a y o r  Mystrom and Assembly Members
2:00pm UAA/Anchorage Board of Regents and Chancellor
3:00pm Anchorage Convention and Visitors Bureau: Legislative Priorities
3:30pm Follow up of Earlier Subjects

Wednesday, D e c e m b e r  10, 1997

1:30pm Anchorage School District: Legislative Priorities
2:00pm Chugiak/Eaglc River Chamber of C o m m e r c e
2:30pm Discussion and Vote on Resolutions
3:00pm Public C o m m e n t  Period

t PioducrJ in Hflux-]
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Senate C o - C h a i r

Senator D a v e  D o n l e y

H o u s e  C o - C h a i r

Representative Eric Croft

A n c h o r a g e  C a u c u s

Scn3ie Members 

Johnny Ellis 

Rick Halford 

Tim Kelly 

Loren Leman 

Scan Pamcll 

Drue Pcarcc 

Randy Phillips 

Jerry Ward

House Members 

Ramona Bamcs 

Ethan Bcrkowitz 

Con Bundc 

John Cowdcry 

Fred Dyson 

Joe Green 

Mark Hanley 

Allen Kcmplcn 

Vic Kohring 

Pete Kott 

Terry Martin 

Eldon Mulder 

Brian Porter 

Norman Rokebcrg 

Joe Ryan 

Jerry Sanders

December 8, 1997

Honorable Tony Knowles 
Governor, State of Alaska 
P O  B o x  110001 
Juneau, A K  99811-0001

Dear Governor Knowles:

O n  behalf of the 26 state legisla:ors w h o  constitute the Anchorage Caucus w e  request you 
reach an agreement with the Mayor of Anchorage and amend the current membership of 
the Anchorage Metropolitan Area Transportation Study ( A M A T S )  Policy Committee to 
delete one representative of the State Executive Branch and add one State Senator and one 

State Represen.ative.

W e  request that the Senate m e m b e r  be appointed by the Senate President in January of 
each even numbered year from a m o n g  Senators representing Anchorage. W e  request that 
the House m e m b e r  be appointed by the Speaker of the House in January of each even 

numbered year from a m o n g  Representatives representing Anchorage.

The current agreement between the State and the Municipality creates a policy committee 
that has representatives of all relevant branches of local and state government except the 
state legislature. Although the legislature has the power to not fund projects on the list 
developed by this committee, it can not add to the list. Clearly, publicly elected officials 
w h o  represent the community affected and w h o  must eventually approve the expenditures 
in question have a far greater and appropriate interest in the policy committee's priority list 
development than executive branch non-elected administrators.

Additionally, an equal balance between state and local elected officials and an increase in 
elected public officials as members will more fairly represent the public: interest involved.

Attached is a letter from David Miller of the U S  Department of Transportation, Federal 
Highway Administration explaining that the Policy Committee's current composition is not 

a federal mandate and that federal law does not bar state legislators from being on the 

Policy Committee. In fact, the Honolulu, Hawaii equivalent of A M A T S  has six state 
legislators, five city council members, one appointee by the M a y o r  and one appointee by 

the governor.

| Produced in Home]
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Governor Tony Knowles 
December 8, 1997 

Page 2

The Anchorage Caucus looks forward to working with you to improve Anchorage's transportation 
system. I respectfully request a written response within 21 days so the Anchorage Caucus can begin 
drafting appropriate legislation to make this change if you do not agree to make this change by 

agreement.

cc: Mayor Rick Mystrom
Assembly member Mark Begich, Chair 
Assemblymember George Wucrcli 
Assemblymember Ted Carlson 
Assemblymember Pat Abney 
Assemblymember Cheryl Clcmcntson 
Assemblymember Joe Murdy 
Assemblymember Kevin Meyer 
Assemblymember Charles NVohlforth 
Assemblymember Dan Kendall 
Assemblymember Bob Bell 
Assemblymember Fay Von Gcmmingen
Commissioner Michele Brown, Dept, of Environmental Conservation 
Commissioner Joe Perkins, Dept, of Transportation & Public Facilities

Sincerely,,—

Senator Dave Donley

Enclosure

DD/dh
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WHAT IS OMPO?

OMPO is an advisory organization responsible for coordinating transportation planning on Oahu.

OMPO was created by the State Legislature in 1975 and reorganized in 1986. The decision-making body 
Of OMPO Is its Policy ,Committee, which consists of six state legislators, five Honolulu City Council 
members, an appointee of the Governor and an appointee of the Mayor of Honolulu.

OMPO's function is to coordinate the activities of the "3-C* transportation planning process 
(comprehensive, continuing, and cooperative planning) on Oahu. The planning itself is done largely by the 
City and the State planning and transportation departments (City Department of Transportation Services, 
City Planning Department, State Department of Transportation, and State Department of Business, 
Economic Development, and Tourism (DTS, PD, DOT, and DBEDT, respectively)). These “participating 
agencies" are part of the OMPO planning process.

OMPO does not construct projects or implement programs. Rather, OMPO's directive focuses upon the 
development of plans and programs to produce an integrated intermodal transportation system.

HOW IS OMPO ORGANIZED?

OMPO is composed of four parts: a Policy Committee, a Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), a 
Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC), and a staff (see Figure 1).

WHAT ARE THE ROLES OF EACH PART?

THE POLICY COMMITTEE is the “heart” of the OMPO planning process. It determines the direction of 
the OMPO effort, considers and approves transportation planning issues, and makes the final approval for 
OMPO matters.

THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE provides the technical input to OMPO's planning 
process. The TAC acts as the technical liaison between the Policy Committee and the OMPO Executive 
Director, provides advice to the Policy Committee and the OMPO Executive Director on technical 
matters, and insures the technical competence of the planning process. The TAC has direct responsibility 
for land use, transportation-related planning, and transit management.

THE CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE was created by the Policy Committee in July 1977 to ensure 
effective public input into Oahu’s cransporntion planning process. The CAC is a vehicle whereby public 
input can be solicited to advise the Policy Committe and the OMPO Executive Director on transportation 
planning issues. Beside being a vehicle for informing interested citizens of various transportation issues 
and for face-to-face discussions with key decision-makers and project administrators, the CAC is a

p ■ tl)
OMPO (11/14/97) I
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O M P O  S T R U C T U R E

POLICY COMMITTEE
3 State Senators 

3 State Representatives 
5 City Councilmembers 

DOT Director 
DTS Director

OMPO STAFF

Executive Director 
Planning Piogram Coordinator 
Transportation Planner 
Transportation Planner 
Planning Assistant 
Office Manager

-------------------------- ---------------------------------------

CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

TECHNICAL ADVISORY Non-Governmental Volunteer
COMMITTEE Member Organizations

tUCM AX

Director of DBEDT COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

Director of DOT NEIGHBORHOOD BOAH 09

Director of DTS r n o r c a s io N A i.  o r g a n iz a t io n s

cnief Planning Officer of PD SPECIAL. IN TEREST O R O U P *  

TRANSPORTATION P R O V ID ER S  

PRIVATE B U S IN E S S E S

p Hr*wvN" wd (07/14/97)
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valuable source of public input. The CAC also reviews and develops recommendations to improve the 
OMPO public involvement program.

WHO ARE THE MEMBERS OF OMPO?

THE POLICY COMMITTEE is made up of 13 members. Five members are from the City Council, 
Including the chair of the Council's transportadon committee. Three members are State senators, 
including the Chair Of the Senate’s transportadon committee. Three members arc State representatives, 
including the chair of the House's transportation committee. One member Is the director of the State DOT 
and one member is the director of the City DTS. Although not a member of the Policy Committee, the 
CAC Chair has been invited to attend and take part in discussions at Policy Committee meetings.

For FY 1998, the members of the OMPO Policy Committee are:

From the Honolulu City Council:

From the State Senate:

From the House of Representatives:

s

Sate DOT Director:
City DTS Director:

John Henry Felix 
Mufl Hannemann (Vice Chair) 
Donna Mercado Kim 
Rene Mansho 
Jon Yoshimura

Whitney Anderson 
Cal Kawamoto (Chair) 
Norman Sakamoto
Kenneth T. Hrraki 
Mark Moses 
Paul T. Oshlro
Kazu Hayashida
Cheryl Soon

THE TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE members include the four directors of the City and the 
State planning and transportation departments. In addition, reprcscnanves of the Federal Highway 
Administration and Federal Aviation Administration attend TAC meetings as non-voting members.

The members of the TAC are:

City and County, of Honolulu 
DTS, Director
Planning Department, Chief Planning Officer 

Stair, nf Hawaii
Department of Business <fe Economic Development, & 
Tourism, Director 
DOT, Director

Cnrrrnf Representative 
Cheryl Soon 
Patrick Onishi

Seiji Naya 
Kazu Hayashida

O M P O  (11/14/97) 2
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THE CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE is a volunteer group of non-governmental organizations 
interested in transportation planning on Oahu. The CAC membership includes community organizations, 
professional associations, neighborhood boards, special Interest groups, and transportation providers. 
Organizations seeking CAC membership need to have their representatives attend at least four (4) meetings 
Of the CAC or its subcommittees within a twelve-month period and submit, to the OMPO Policy 
Committee Chair, a written request for appointment to the CAC. The CAC presently consists of the 
following 36 member organizations:

AJa Moana/Kakaako Neighborhood Board (NB) #11 
American Planning Association 
American Society of Landscape Architects 
American Society of Civil Engineers 
Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii 
Charley’s Taxi
Construction Industry Legislative Org.
Downtown NB #13 
Ewa Beach NB #23 
Hawaii Bicycling League 
Hawaii Carpenters Union Local 745 
Hawaii Transportation Association 
Hawaii’s Thousand Friends 
Honolulu Community Action Program 
ILWU
Institute of Transportation Engineers 
Kailua NB #31
Xalacloa Community Association 
Kalihi Valley NB #16

WHY WAS OMPO CREATED?

The Federal Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1973 required the formation of a metropolitan 
planning organization (MPO) for any urbanized area with a population greater than 50,000. This mandate 
was based on the need to ensure that existing and future expenditures for transportation projects and 
programs were based on a comprehensive, cooperative, and continuing (3-C) planning process. Federal 
funding for transportation projects and programs are channeled through this planning process.

In 1975, the State Legislature established the OMPO by passing Act 180, Chapter 279E, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes. Although this act was later revised in 1986, it continued to identify the OMPO's function as 
serving in an advisory capacity to the State Legislature and the Honolulu City Council in carrying out the 
3-C planning process. The responsibilities of OMPO and its participating agencies in carrying out the 3-C 
planning process is identified in a Comprehensive Agreement signed by the Governor, City transit operator 
(or the Honolulu City Council), and OMPO.

Kaneohe NB #30
Kokua Council of Senior Citizens
Kuliouou/Kalani-Ud NB #2
League of Women Voters
Leeward Oahu Transportation Mgmt. Assn.
Life Of the Land
Liliha/Kapaiama NB #14
Makalrilo/Kapolei/Honokai Hale NB #34
Makiki/Lowcr Punchbowl/Tantalus NB #10
MiliJani/Waipio/Melemanu NB #25
Outdoor Circle,The
Pacific Resource Partnership, The
Sierra Club of Hawaii
Tax Foundation of Hawaii
Teamsters Union Local 996
Waianae Coast NB #24
Waianae Coast Transportation Concerns Group 
WaiJdJd NB #9
Waikiki Residents Association

O M P O  (11/14/97) 3
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WHAT ARE OMPO'S RESPONSIBILITIES?

OMPO is responsible tor identifying Oahu's future transportation needs and programming the federal 
funds for such projects and programs. This is adu'cvcd primarily through the development of the 
following three documents:

> The Oahu Regional Transportation Plan (ORTP)

>  The Overall Work Program (OWP)

>  The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN is a blueprint for identifying the development of future 
transportation improvements on Oahu. It should be noted, however, that the inclusion of a project into this 
plan does not guarantee its construction. Rather, it allows a project to begin a series of more detailed 
evaluations and to be eligible to seek federal funding. During these more detailed evaluations, a project 
could be postponed or terminated for any number of reasons, such as environmental impact, cost, or lack 
of public support.

One of the earlier regional transportation plans was prepared in 1967 by the Oahu Transportation Planning 
Program. The plan was called the “Oahu Transportation Study" (OTS) and used 1985 as its horizon year.
It recommended many of the highway and transit improvements that have since been completed, including
parts of H-l and H-2, and served as a guide for improvements to major highways such as Likelike, Pali,
Farrington, Kamehameha, and Kalanianaole.

Under the new Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), an area's regional 
transportation plan must have a minimum twenty-year horizon, be fiscally-constrained, and be updated at 
least every five years. In order to conform to this requirement, OMPO endorsed a year 2020 regional 
transportation plan in November 1995. This plan was forwarded to the Stale DOT and incorporated, in 
tact, into the Slatewide Transportation Plan.

THE OVERALL WORK PROGRAM (OWP) serves as the key management tool for monitoring State and 
City transportation activities on Oahu. It describes transportation-related planning studies to be conducted 
in a given year (see Figure 2). The OWP defines project objectives and tasks and identifies budgetary 
staff requirements needed to carry out the projects. In addressing current transportation issues and 
problems, the OWP responds to local planning requirements, federal transportation priorities, and ISTEA 
requirements. The OWP also includes land use studies as Jiey relate to transportation needs.

A draft OWP is prepared each winter and submitted for review in March. After considerable review and 
revision by citizens and Federal and local agencies, a final OWP is adopted in late spring for the next fiscal 
year.

THE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) is a programming document that lists 
transportation projects that will be undertaken by the State and City and generally funded in part by federal 
money. Projects identified in the TIP must not be inconsistent with die ORTP (see Figure 3). The TIP is 
closely related to the State’s and the City and County's Capital Improvement Programs and is prepared

O M P O  (11/14797) 4
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OMPO's O vera ll W o rk  P rogram  (OWP)

i oMPo ~y

D8EDT

DOT

OVPfrcora

OMPO* p*t»p«&nf <cro« 
pjOmi CKTtr̂s tor rantporaaoo 
ptmnrf fluWv Ofled worn, 
darera, tor rOuson n the OMPO
OAV.

OMPO comptot irv3 drafts the 
OWP. and ccoronccci the put*C 
tntJ gŷ crrvnertJ /ev*«w and Pdcy 
Commoee oph>ii promo. TSc 
pufcfc: tui *1 opporftrty to 
ayrmert d th« dnfl OM* Cvovfh 
ff*OVL

Ate* iha Poky Gomrnett
*pprr>rj the 0"M>. fnrc 
cppuoooni on be a ̂rmd to the 

fvpkwv̂ hf ̂jndL 
OMPO nMM«htwnHi a/ (he 
■IVOM and rcxxarti th£«*0rOiAttt 
to 0

1

Proposed Work 
Elements

(Planning Activities)

'
FinandaJ Review

9 _ _
Draft p)(VP

Publc/GaVT Review Process

-IPG
•IR

-CAC
-TAC

— — Financial Review

OM PO  Policy Committee Approval

Submit Federal Grant Applications 
(DOT)

Honolulu 
City Council

T

H  .2TS. !

FD

Public Input

f Abtrrveurv

CAC G&itn Mnorf Cornea*
DGEDT Otpartmert oT fr/anea. Cmncrnc

CWwurt. A Toumm
DOT D*cu/tmcht of rnntrnrtaaon
DTS Ot̂ Wnant ti TonanrQOCA SAhAOtf
FHWA Tecjcni H{hw»)r ̂Jmrnxnoon
FTA Fader* Trvu* Adiwrciocn
IPG IncermodiJ Ptmrrn Gtx>q
ift Inberxowrimentil Poxw
OMPO Oi/u f1«impoUn Pttnnrt

Oxmnoon
PO ftrwtf Ou»trant
TAC Techrwa# Ad̂itiry Comrhtocc

FHWA Approval FTA Approval

Progress Reports to 
FHWA, FT A, PC, 

CAC (ss requested)

Conduct Studies 
DBEDT, DOT, DTS, OMPO. PD

Public Input
Significant 

Transportation Plans
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THE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM AND ITS RELATIONSHIPS
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every other year in the spring. The TIP identifies funding amounts by source of funding, jurisdictional
responsibility, type of project, and year of funding for these projects. Thus, the TIP is an important 
reference document of transportation projects.

The Oahu TIP is the short-term three-year implementation program for federally-assisted surface 
transportation projects that support the Oahu Regional Transportation Plan. The TIP describes and 
prioritizes federally-assisted and major locally-funded transportation programs and projects selected by the 
OMPO Policy Committee for implementation during the program period. An annual review and a major 
biennial update of the TIP are scheduled, with off-schedule amendments considered as needed.

The TIP is adopted by the OMPO Policy Committee and sent to the Governor for approval. Upon his 
approval, the TIP is incorporated as the Oahu clement of the Statewide TIP (STTP). The STIP Is the 
official document the U.S. DOT uses to authorize federal funds for projects in Hawaii,

OMPO has developed a aGuide to Public Involvement" (GPI) handbook that describes how OMPO 
communicates with the public prior to and during the development of transportation plans and programs. 
The GPI has been prepared to help members of the public understand 1) the planning process for Oahu's 
major surface transportation efforts and 2) how to participate effectively in that process. It focuses on 
those aspects and areas of transportation planning that fall within OMPO's purview. This includes both 
long- and short-range conceptual planning of facilities and programs.

HOW DOES THE PUBLIC GET INVOLVED?

«**»»/**• fcfl
OM PO (11/14/97) 5



U S  Department 
of Transportation A l a s k a  Division P.O. Box 21648 

Juneau, Alaska 99802
federal Highway 
Administration

O c t o b e r  29, 19 9 7 H P R - A K  

A d m - G e n  11

S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y  

7 1 6  W. 4th A v e .  S t e  4 3 0  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D o n l e y :

Y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  O c t o b e r  27, 1 9 9 7  a s k e d  if t h e  F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (FHWA) w o u l d  o b j e c t  to the S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  a d d i n g  

t w o  A n c h o r a g e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t o r s  to the A M A T S  p o l i c y  c o m m i t t e e .  We 

w o u l d  h a v e  no  o b j e c t i o n .  N e i t h e r  the F H W A  n o r  a n y  o t h e r  f e d e r a l  

a g e n c y  w o u l d  h a v e  to a p p r o v e  the a d d i t i o n  o f  m e m b e r s  to the p o l i c y  
c o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  t h e r e  is no r e a s o n  the A M A T S  p r o g r a m  w o u l d  n o t  
r e m a i n  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  f e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

T h e r e  are two p r o c e s s e s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  m e m b e r s h i p  c a n  b e  a d d e d  to 
t h e  A M A T S  p o l i c y  c o m m i t t e e .  A M A T S  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the S t a t e  

c o u l d  a g r e e  to a d d  m e m b e r s h i p ,  o r  A M A T S  c o u l d  b e  r e d e s i g n a t e d  b y  

a g r e e m e n t  o f  the g o v e r n o r  and t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  A n c h o r a g e .  T h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  is i n c l u d e d  in 23 C F R  4 5 0 . 3 0 6 .

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  ca l l  J o h n  L o h r e y  at (907) 

5 8 6 - 7 4 2 2 .

S i n c t ^ e l y  yours,

A c t i n g  D i v i s i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

cc: J o h n  Horn, A K  D O T & P F ,  D i r e c t o r ,  C e n t r a l  R e g i o n
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U.S. Department of Transportation Alaska Division P.O. B o x  21648 

Juneau, Alaska 99802
Federal Highway 
Administration

J a n u a r y  30, 1998 H P R - A K  

A d m - G e n  11

S e n a t o r  D a v e  D o n l e y  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a t o r  D o n l e y :

W e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  y o u r  J a n u a r y  26, 1 9 9 8  l e t t e r  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  

A n c h o r a g e  C a u c u s  w i s h e s  to c h a n g e  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  A M A T S  

p o l i c y  c o m m i t t e e .  Y o u  a s k e d  i f  A M A T S  w o u l d  r e m a i n  in  c o m p l i a n c e  

w i t h  f e d e r a l  l a w  i f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  m e m b e r  w a s  r e p l a c e d  b y  a n  A n c h o r a g e  a r e a  l e g i s l a t o r .  
T h e  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  s t a t e  i n  23 C F R  4 5 0 . 3 0 6 (i) t h a t  t h e  v o t i n g  

m e m b e r s h i p  o f  a n  M P O  p o l i c y  b o d y  m u s t  i n c l u d e  a p p r o p r i a t e  S t a t e  

o f f i c i a l s .  T h e r e  is n o t h i n g  t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  M P O s  i n  
a i r  q u a l i t y  n o n a t t a i n m e n t  a r e a s  m u s t  i n c l u d e  a S t a t e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

a g e n c y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o n  t h e  M P O  p o l i c y  c o m m i t t e e .

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  g o o d  r e a s o n s  to h a v e  a D E C  m e m b e r  o n  t h e  p o l i c y  
c o m m i t t e e .  A n c h o r a g e  is in  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  b e i n g  r e d e s i g n a t e d  f r o m  

a m o d e r a t e  C O  n o n a t t a i n m e n t  a r e a  to a s e r i o u s  n o n a t t a i n m e n t  a r e a .  

T h i s  r e d e s i g n a t i o n  w i l l  h a v e  d i r e c t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

p l a n n i n g .  A n c h o r a g e  a l s o  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  to b e c o m e  a 

n o n a t t a i n m e n t  a r e a  f o r  P M - 1 0  (dust), w h i c h  w o u l d  a l s o  i m p a c t  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p l a n n i n g .  T h e  E P A  a i r  q u a l i t y  c o n f o r m i t y  r u l e  (40 

C F R  93.105) c o n t a i n s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  M P O  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  a i r  a g e n c y  (and o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  as 

w e l l )  i n  the p r o c e s s  o f  m a k i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o n f o r m i t y  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n s .  T h i s  c o o r d i n a t i o n  has b e e n  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  w i t h  t h e  

c u r r e n t  A M A T S  s t r u c t u r e .

A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  b e n e f i t s  to h a v i n g  D E C  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e  A M A T S  

Pol'.cy C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e r e  is n o  f e d e r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t  to do so. If the 

D E C  m e m b e r  is d r o p p e d  f r o m  the P o l i c y  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  25,



2

1978 m e m o r a n d u m  of un de r s t a n d i n g  for area wide air q u al i ty  p l a n n i n g  
b e t w e e n  the M u n i c i p a l i t y  a nd DEC s h o u l d  be r e v i s e d  to p u t  in p l a c e 
p r o c e d u r e s  that will assure c o n t i n u e d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  DEC and 
AMATS. If you have any questions, p l e a s e  call J o h n  L o h r e y  at 586- 

7422.

S i n c e r e l y  yours

S t e p h e n  A. M o r e n o  
D i v i s i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

By: j o n n  n o n r e y
D i v i s i o n  P l a n n e r

cc: R o n  King, DEC
J o h n  Horn, A D O T & P F  C e n t r a l  R e g i o n


