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SPONSOR STATEMENT
SENATE BILL 211

Senate Bill 37 was moving through the Alaska
of Representatives, an amendment was added
the bridge to be built across the Tongass
Ketchikan —as the Gravina Veterans” Memorial

This amendment was offered at the suggestion of Ralph M.

Bartholomew,

civic leader
the leading

a life-long  resident of Ketchikan, a noted
and a veteran of World ~ Warll. Ralph was also
proponent  of the construction of a bridge

connecting Ketchikan with its airport.

Ralph Bartholomew passed away last fall at age 74, without
seeing his dream of a bridge become reality. It is only

appropriate

that the bridge Dbe named for its greatest

supporter and become known as the Ralph M. Bartholomew
Veterans’ Memorial Bridge.

Ralph was born in Ketchikan in 1923 and graduated from
Ketchikan High School in 1941, That fall his studies at the

University

of Texas were interrupted by the Japanese

attack on Pearl Harbor, lie tried toenlist in the Army Air

Corps, but

needed arental  consent.  He returned to

Ketchikan to enlist and spent nearly three of the next four
years in the Aleutians.
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In 1946 he joined his father in the family business and
remained with [Ireland Transfer until its sale in 1996. He
was elected chief of the Ketchikan  Volunteer  Fire
Department in 1958 and served for six years. It was during
that period that disastrous arson fires plagued downtown
Ketchikan, changing the face of the community. Working
with city police and the State Fire Marshall, Bartholomew
was able to bring the fire bug to justice in 1961.

Ralph served on the school hoard and planning commission
and then on the Ketchikan Gateway Borough Assembly. He
was elected Borough mayor in 1990.

Ralph  Bartholomew  served in almost  every volunteer
organization in his community and as president of the
Eleventh Air Force Association.

For more than the last decade he championed the
construction of a bridge to Gravina Island, linking the
community  with its airﬁort. His advocacy inspired many in
his community and the bridge project comes closer to
reality with time. When it is completed, the span should
serve as the legacy of a true community leader and be
named in his honor and the honor of all veterans.
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ALASKA TREKING ASSOCIATION, $b.

3443 Minnesota Drive » Anchorage, Alaska 99503 « PHONE (907) 276-1149 « FAX (907) 274-1946

January 21, 1998
Senate Transportation Committee

Dear Senator Ward, Chairman, and Committee Members,

The Alaska Trucking Association is wholeheartedly in support of S.B. 211.
Given Mister Bartholomew’s long time advocac%_for a bridge across the
Tongass Narrows, it seems apﬂroprlate to honor him by naming the bridge in
his honor. We only wish Ralph could have lived long enough tc sec the

project completed.
Thank you for your attention and please support S.B. 211.

Frank J. Dillon
Executive Vice President

** TOTAL PAGE.002 *»



835.40.050 Public Buildings, Works, etc. M

Sec. 3540.050. Gravina Veterans’Memorial Bridge. The bridge to be built across
Ibngas- Narrows to Gravina Island shall be named the Gravina Veterans' Memorial

Bridge. (§ L ch 56 SLA 1989)

Sec. 35.40.055. Clint Starnes Memorial Bri%q_e. The bridge over the Swanson
River in the Cas)tam Cook Park area is named the Clint Starnes Memorial Bridge. (8 1

ch 56 SLA 1989

Sec. 35.40.060. Charles E. Carney Memorial Bridge. The bridge over the Little
Susitna River on North Shyshana Drive in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough is named the
Charles E. Carney Memorial Bridge. (§ 1ch 56 SLA 1989)

Sec. 35.40.065. ChiefEddie Hoffman Road. The Bethel Airport road is named the
Chief Eddie Hoffman Road. (8 2 ch 86 SLA 1989)

Revisor’s notes. — Enacted as AS 35.40.035. Re-  connection with the enactment ofthis section, see 1
numbered in 1989. ch. 66, SLA 1989 in the Temporary and Special Acts.

Cross references. — For legislative findings in

Sec. 35.40.070. Bob Blodé;ett Nonie-Teller Highway. The road connecting Nome
and Teller is named the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway. (§ 1ch 8 SLA 199%

Sec. 35.40.075. Ina Johnston Brid?e. Bridge number 1192 on Edgerton Park Road
over the Little Susitna River is named Tna Johniston Bridge. (§ 1ch 8'SLA 1991)

Sec. 35.40.080. Briggs Bridge. Bridge number 1739 on Ea%le River Loop Road over
the Eagle River is named the Briggs Bridge. (8 1ch 124 SLA 1992)

Sec. 35.40.085. Black veterans recognition brid%e. Bridge number 503 on the
AIaska_nghwag over the Gerstle River at milepost 1392 is named Black Veterans
Recognition Bridge. (8 2 ch 42 SLA 1993)

Cross references. — For statement of legislative Effective dates. — Section ?. ch. 42. SLA 1993
purpose in enacting this section, see § 1, ch. 42, SLA  which enacted this section, took effect on August 30.

1993 in the Temporary and Special Acts, 1993.

Sec. 35.40.090. Manvil H. Olson Bridge. Bridge number 1030 off Schrock Road over
the Little Susitna River is named the Manvil H. Olson Bridge. (§ 1ch 19 SLA 19%4)

Effective dates. — Section 1, ch. 19, SLA 1994,
which enacted this section, took effect on August 3,
1594,

Chapter 95 General Provisions.

Section
10. Purpose and intent
100. Definitions

Sec. 35.95.010. Purpose and intent. The purpose of AS 35.05, AS 35.10, AS 35.15,
and AS 35.20 is to establish a public works department capable of carrying out a public
works planning and construction program that will provide public buildings necessary to
efficient government, and boat harbars, jetties, dikes and breakwaters necessar_Y to'the
economy of Alaska communities, all of which is_to the advantage and benefit of the
general welfare ofthe public. (§ 2art Ititle Tch 152 SLA 1957: am'§ 32 ch 71 SLA 1972)



