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Revision Date ______________________________________ Dept. Affected__________DOT&PF
Title Renaming the Gravina Veterans' Memorial Bridge BRU Office of the Commissioner
as the Ralph M. Bartholomew Veterans' Memorial Bridge__________ Component Commissioner's Office
Sponsor Taylor_________________________________  ___________________
Requester Senate Transportation______________________ Component Serial No. 530

STATE OF ALA SKA  B IL L  NO . SB 211

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 99 FY00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03 FY 04
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 | 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other (Specify Type)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY98) cost: 0.0
POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Dennis Poshard Phone 465-3904
Division Officĝ f the Comprise ioger
Approved by: . Commissioner
Agency tS  Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

Date 1/27/98
Date 1/27/98
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S e n a t o r  R o b i n  L .  T a y l o r

S e n a t e  M a jo r i t y  L e a d e r  

SPONSOR STATEMENT

SENATE B ILL 211

In  1989, as S ena te  Bill 37 was mov ing  t h ro u gh  the A l a s k a
S ta t e  House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  an  am e n d m e n t  was a d d e d
d e s i g n a t i n g  the b r id g e  to be bu i l t  ac ross  the T o n g a s s
N a r r ow s  a t K e t c h ik a n  as the G rav in a  V e t e r a n s ’ M e m o r i a l  
B r i d g e .

Th is  a m e n d m e n t  was o f fe red  at the sugge s t ion  of R a lp h  M . 
B a r t h o l om ew ,  a l i fe - long  r e s i d e n t  of K e tc h ik an ,  a n o t e d
civ ic l e a d e r  a nd  a v e t e r a n  of W o r ld  W a r  II . Ra lph  was a l s o
the  l e ad in g  p r o p o n e n t  of the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a b r i d g e
con n e c t in g  K e t c h ik a n  w i th  its a i r p o r t .

R a lp h  B a r th o lom ew  passed  away las t  fall at age 74, w i t h o u t  
s e e ing  his d r e am  of a b r idge  become rea l i ty .  It is o n l y  
a p p r o p r i a t e  th a t  the  b r idg e  be n am ed  for its g r e a t e s t  
s u p p o r t e r  and  become known as the Ra lph M. B a r t h o l o m e w  
V e t e r a n s ’ M em o r i a l  B r idge .

R a lp h  was b o rn  in K e tch ik an  in 1923 and g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  
K e t c h ik a n  High School in 1941. T h a t  fall his s tu d i e s  a t  t h e  
U n iv e r s i t y  of Texas  were i n t e r r u p t e d  by the J a p a n e s e
a t t a c k  on P ea r l  H a rb o r ,  l ie  t r i ed  to en l is t  in the A rm y  A i r
Co rp s ,  but n e ed ed  p a r e n t a l  con sen t .  He r e t u r n e d  t o  
K e t c h ik a n  to en l i s t  and  spen t  n e a r ly  th re e  of the nex t  f o u r  
y e a r s  in the  A leu t i an s .

I list rift A:
I lvJcr • Ketchikan • Kiiprcanol • Meyers (llinok • Petersburg • S.ixinun • Si(k;i • Wrangell
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In 1946 he j o i n e d  his f a t h e r  in the fam i ly  b u s in e s s  a n d  
r e m a i n e d  w i th  I r e l a n d  T r a n s f e r  un t i l  its sa le in 1996. H e  
was e le c t e d  ch ie f  of the K e tc h ik a n  V o lu n t e e r  F i r e  
D e p a r tm e n t  in 1958 a n d  served for six yea r s .  I t  was d u r i n g  
t h a t  p e r i o d  th a t  d i s a s t r o u s  a r son  fires p lag u ed  d o w n t o w n  
K e t c h i k a n ,  c h a n g in g  the face of the c om m un i t y .  W o r k i n g  
w i th  ci ty po l ice and  the S ta te  F i re  M a r s h a l l ,  B a r t h o l o m e w  
was ab le  to b r in g  the fi re bug to ju s t i c e  in 1961.

R a lp h  s e r v e d  on the school b o a rd  and  p l a n n in g  c o m m i s s i o n  
and  then on the K e tc h ik a n  G a tew ay  Borough  A ss em b ly .  H e  
was e lec ted  B o ro u g h  m ayo r  in 1990.

R a lp h  B a r t h o l o m ew  se rved  in a lmos t  eve ry  v o l u n t e e r
o r g a n i z a t i o n  in his c om m un i t y  and  as p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
E lev e n th  A i r  Fo rc e  Assoc ia t ion .

F o r  m o r e  th an  the  las t d e c ad e  he c h am p io n e d  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a b r id g e  to G r a v i n a  I s l a n d ,  l in k ing  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  w i th  its a i r p o r t .  His ad vo ca cy  i n s p i r e d  m any  i n  
his c o m m u n i t y  a nd  the b r id g e  p ro j e c t  comes c loser t o  
r e a l i t y  w i th  t ime . When it is c om p le t e d ,  the s p an  s h o u l d  
s e r v e  as the legacy  of a t r u e  c om m un i t y  l e a d e r  a nd  b e 
n am ed  in his h o no r  a nd  the h o no r  of all ve te ran s .
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January 21, 1998

Senate Transportation Committee

Dear Senator Ward, Chairman, and Committee Members,

The Alaska Trucking Association is wholeheartedly in support o f  S.B. 211. 
Given Mister Bartholomew’s long time advocacy for a bridge across the 
Tongass Narrows, it seems appropriate to honor him by naming the bridge in 
his honor. We only wish Ralph could have lived long enough tc sec the 
project completed.

Thank you for your attention and please support S.B. 211.

Frank J. Dillon 
Executive Vice President

* *  T OTAL  P A G E . 0 0 2  * *



§ 35.40.050 P ublic B uild in gs , W orks , e t c . 304

Sec. 35.40.050. G rav ina V eterans’ M emorial B ridge. The bridge to be built across 
Ibngas- Narrows to Gravina Island shall be named the Gravina Veterans' Memorial 
Bridge. (§ 1 ch 56 SLA 1989)

Sec. 35.40.055. C lin t S ta rn es M emorial B ridge. The bridge over the Swanson 
River in the Captain Cook Park area is named the Clint Starnes Memorial Bridge. (§ 1 
ch 56 SLA 1989)

Sec. 35.40.060. C harles E. C arney M emorial B ridge. The bridge over the Little 
Susitna River on North Shushana Drive in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough is named the 
Charles E. Carney Memorial Bridge. (§ 1 ch 56 SLA 1989)

Sec. 35.40.065. C hief Eddie Hoffman Road. The Bethel Airport road is named the 
Chief Eddie Hoffman Road. (§ 2 ch 86 SLA 1989)

R e v is o r ’s n o te s . — Enacted as AS 35.40.035. Re- connection with the enactm ent of th is section, see 1, 
num bered in 1989. ch. 66, SLA 1989 in the Temporary and Special Acts.

C ro ss  re fe re n c e s . — For legislative findings in

Sec. 35.40.070. Bob B lodgett Nonie-Teller Highway. The road connecting Nome 
and Teller is named the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller Highway. (§ 1 ch 8 SLA 1991)

Sec. 35.40.075. In a  Jo h n s to n  Bridge. Bridge number 1192 on Edgerton Park Road 
over the Little Susitna River is named Ina Johnston Bridge. (§ 1 ch 8 SLA 1991)

Sec. 35.40.080. B riggs B ridge. Bridge number 1739 on Eagle River Loop Road over 
the Eagle River is named the Briggs Bridge. (§ 1 ch 124 SLA 1992)

Sec. 35.40.085. B lack v e te ran s recogn ition  bridge. Bridge number 503 on the 
Alaska Highway over the Gerstle River at milepost 1392 is named Black Veterans 
Recognition Bridge. (§ 2 ch 42 SLA 1993)

C ro ss  re fe re n c e s . — For sta tem ent of legislative E ffec tiv e  d a te s . — Section ?. ch. 42. SLA 1993,
purpose in enacting th is section, see § 1, ch. 42, SLA which enacted this section, took effect on August 30. 
1993 in the Temporary and Special Acts, 1993.

Sec. 35.40.090. M anvil H. O lson Bridge. Bridge number 1030 off Schrock Road over 
the Little Susitna River is named the Manvil H. Olson Bridge. (§ 1 ch 19 SLA 1994)

E ffec tiv e  d a te s . — Section 1, ch. 19, SLA 1994, 
which enacted this section, took effect on A ugust 3,
1S94.

C h a p t e r  9 5 .  G e n e r a l  P r o v i s i o n s .
S ec tio n  

10. Purpose and in ten t 
100. Definitions

Sec. 35.95.010. P u rpo se  and  in ten t. The purpose of AS 35.05, AS 35.10, AS 35.15, 
and AS 35.20 is to establish a public works department capable of carrying out a public 
works planning and construction program that will provide public buildings necessary to 
efficient government, and boat harbors, jetties, dikes and breakwaters necessary to the 
economy of Alaska communities, all of which is to the advantage and benefit of the 
general welfare of the public. (§ 2 art I title I ch 152 SLA 1957; am § 32 ch 71 SLA 1972)


