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Senator Dave Donley
A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

Date: April 10, 1997

To: Senator Jerry Ward, Chair

Senate Transportation Committee

From: Senator Dave Donley

RE: SB 157 - Children's Trust License Plates

1 respectfully request that you schedule SB 157 for a committee hearing at 

your earliest convenience. SB 157 establishes a motor vehicle registration 

plate that the department m a y  design and issue to represent the Alaska 

Children's Trust. It allows the legislature to appropriate funds received from 

the sale of these registration plates into the principal of the Alaska Children’s 

Trust.

The primary purpose of the Alaska Children's Trust is to work in partnership 

with communities, private business, and government to reduce and prevent 

child abuse, neglect, and family violence. The Children's Trust will improve 

the status of children in Alaska by generating funds and committing 

resources to promote healthy families and by assisting in developing healthy 

communities.
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1 " A n  Act establishing a children’s trust motor vehicle registration plate."
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* Section 1. A S  28.10.181 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(t) Special request Alaska children’s trust plates. Upon application by the 

owner of a passenger vehicle, noncommercial van or pick-up truck, or motor home, 

the department may design and issue registration plates representing the Alaska 

children’s trust under A S  37.14.200. The department may disapprove the issuance of 

registration plates under this subsection when the requested plates are a duplication of 

an existing registration. The legislature may appropriate funds received under this 

subsection into the principal of the Alaska children’s trust established under 

A S  37.14.200.

* Sec. 2. A S  28.10.421(d) is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(14) special request Alaska children’s trust plates ............$100

plus the fee required for that vehicle under (b)(1) or (2) of this section; the fee 

required by this paragraph shall be collected only on the first issuance and the

-1-
New Text: U n d e r l in e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

C S S B  157( )



W O R K  D R A F T WORK DRAFT 0-LS0683M

1

2

3

4

5

6

replacement of special request plates; the commissioner of administration shall 

separately account for the fees received under this paragraph that the department 

deposits in the general fund; notwithstanding (g) of this section, the annual estimated 

balance in the account that is in excess of the cost of issuing special request plates 

m a y  be appropriated by the legislature for the support of the Alaska children’s trust 

under A S  37.14.200.
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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE O F  A L A S K A  

1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

B I L L  N O .  C S S B  157 ( T R A N !

Revision Date: _____________________________
Title: An Act establishing a children's trust motor vehicle
license plate....______________________________
Sponsor: Senator Donlev______________________

Department Affected: Administration 
BRU: Motor Vehicles___________
Component: Field Services

Requestor: (S) TRAN

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:

COMPONENT SERIAL NO. 0502 

(Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 98 FY 99 FY 00 FY 01 FY 02 FY 03

PERSONAL SERVICES 2.2
TRAVEL 17.7
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 19.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

1 CHANGE IN REVENUES (1005) * * * ‘ * • I

FUND SOURCE: (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 19.9 — _
1037 GF/Mental Health
OTHER ___
TOTAL ............. 19.9 0.0 ....0,0. 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY 97) cost: $_ 
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY
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FISCAL N O T E  

STATE O F  A L A S K A

1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill No: CSSB 157 (TRAN)

A N A L Y S IS :  ( c o n t i n u e d )

This bill e s ta b l i s h e s  a sp ec ia l  l icense p la t e  f o r  c h i l d r e n ' s  t ru s t  f u n d .  U n d e r  th is p r o p o s e d  leg is la t ion  th e  fee fo r  p u r c h a s in g  
the spec ia l p la t e  is $100.00 p e r  s e t  of p la tes .  T h e  l icense p la t e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  r e q u i r e s  a m in im u m  o f  900 se ts  o f  p la t e s  for 
the p u r c h a s e  o f  a  n ew  d e s i g n  p la te .  T h is  bill w ill r e q u i r e  a  n ew  d e s i g n  fo r  th e  l icense  p la te .  T h e  p e r s o n a l  se rv ic e s  
e s t im a te s  th e  co s t  a s so c ia t e d  w i th  the r e i s su e  o f  th e  ex is t in g  l icense p la t e  fo r  th e  n ew  c h i l d r e n ' s  t r u s t  l icense pla te .

SUM M ARY O F  EXPENSES

FY98

T R A N SAC T IO N  COSTS
Pe rsona l S e rv ic e s  co s t s  a s so c ia te d  w i th  r e i s su e  of 
n ew  p la te  900 se t s  o f  p la t e s  a t  S2.43 p e r  s e t

O v e rh e a d  co s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  p r o g r am  a n d  in c lude s ;  
forms, l icen se  tab s , D P  ch a rg e b a c k ,  s h i p p i n g / f r e i g h t  etc. 
900 se ts o f  p la t e s  a t  $3.05 p e r  t r a n s a c t io n

NEW DESIGN COSTS

Set-up costs for new design sheeting

Design costs for design of new plate

2.2

2.7

10.0

5.0

TOTAL 19.9

**At this time, we are unable to estimate the number of sets of license plates that will be purchased and therefore, we are unable to 

project the amount of revenues.

Page £  o( ^



Senator Dave Donley
A L A S 1 C A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  S B  157 

Establishing a Children's Trust License Plate

SB 157 establishes a motor vehicle registration plate that the department m a y  

design and issue to represent the Alaska Children's Trust. It allows the 

legislature to appropriate funds received from the sale of these registration 

plates into the principal of the Alaska Children's Trust.

The primary purpose of the Alaska Children's ' rust is to w o r k  in partnership 

with communities, private business, and gover ment to reduce and prevent 

child abuse, neglect, and family violence. The C hildren's Trust will improve 

the status of children in Alaska by generating \i. ds and committing 

resources to promote healthy families and by as. --ting in developing healthy 

communities.

Other states such as Louisiana, California, Misssouri, Nevada, and Illinois 

have created specialized license plates for the benefit of children and have 

had great success in raising funds for this worthwile cause.
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H i s t o r y

The Alaska Children’s Trust (ACT) was created by the legislature in 1988 (AS 37.14.200 - 

37.14.270) to address rising rates of child neglect, abuse, community violence, and juvenile 

crime. The trust is designed to promote and financially support community-based initiatives to 

strengthen families and children. Until this year, the trust remained idle with no funds.

^  P u r p o s e

The primary purpose of the Alaska Children's Trust is to work in partnership with communities, 

private business, and government to reduce and prevent child abuse, neglect, and family 
violence.

M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t

Alaska's children require and deserve to grow up in a safe and nurturing environment. The 

mission of the Alaska Children's Trust is to improve the status of children in Alaska by 

generating funds and committing resources to promote healthy families and to assist in 
developing healthy communities.

®  A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n ’s  T r u s t  ( A C T )  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s

Mark R. Williams, Alaska Children's Trust Chair, Anchorage, Vice-Chair, Carr Gottstein 
Foods Company

Carol H. Brice, Fairbanks, President, Family Training Associates

Arliss Sturgulewski, Anchorage, former Alaska State Senator

Morris Thompson, Fairbanks, President and CEO, Doyon Limited

Bruce M. Botelho, Attorney General, Department of Law

Shirley Holloway, Commissioner, Department of Education

Karen Perdue, Commissioner, Department of Health and Social Services

A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n ’s  T r u s t  

G o a l s

To accomplish the trust’s mission, the

board of trustees has established four

goals:

n Change the climate of tolerance for 

child abuse and neglect by promoting 

an awareness of the current plight of 
many of our children:

a Support the development of safe and 
nurturing community environments;

a Promote responsible parenting and
care giving;

b Ensure children are eager and ready to
learn.

The goals are to be achieved through:

a Funding community-based child abuse
prevention programs;

b Educating the public, initiating media

campaigns and providing information;

b Coordinating resources and sharing
information;

a Encouraging collaboration and

developing partnerships with public and 
private organizations.

A l a s k a  Children’s Trust - A n n u a l  R e p o r t  -- 1 9 9 6



W h y  A l a s k a  N e e d s  t h e  T r u s t  -  T h e  S t a t e  o f  

A l a s k a ’s  C h i l d r e n

Although many Alaskan children grow up in loving homes with parents and other family who 
tend to their needs, there are many who do not.

^Economic hardship, rapid social and cultural change, and many other stresses result in 

Wicreasing cases of child neglect and abuse, community violence, and juvenile crime.

The statistics support an unsettling conclusion that children in our state are in trouble.*

■ Alaska leads the nation in per capita cases of child sexual abuse and neglect.

a Each year 125 babies die before their first birthday. Another 160 are bom with alcohol- 
related disabilities.

n More than 10,000 Alaska preschoolers live below the poverty line.

■ The suicide rate for Alaska teens is four times the national average.

■ Every year 1,450 children are arrested for offenses including assault, rape, robbery, 
and drug sales.

■ Every year 2,200 children drop out of school.

a Each year 3,500 children are reported as runaways.

The goal of the trust is: to give all Alaskan children the opportunity to grow up in a safe and 

healthy setting so they become responsible and productive adults. The Alaska Children's Trust 

can support initiatives that directly and creatively address the problems of our youth; it can 
make a difference.

* From Invest in Our Children: An Investment in Our Future, an interim report from the child health planning 
work group to the governor and the people of Alaska (October. 1994).

C H I L D  A B U S E  A N D  

N E G L E C T

Rate of R e p o r t e d  Child 

Maltreatment, A l a s k a  a n d  the 
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H o w  t h e  T r u s t  W o r k s

■ The Children’s Trust is a savings account for children. The principal of the trust is 
maintained -  only the interest income can be spent.

■ The trust relies on gifts, bequests, and contributions of cash or other assets from 
individuals, corporate entities, legislative appropriations, and federal funds.

■ The income from the trust is distributed to community organizations through a grant 
application and review process.

■ The treasurer of the trust is th Commissioner of Revenue. The Commissioner is the 
official custodian of the cash and investments.

■ The trust is administered by a seven-member board of trustees; the trustees are appointed 

by the Governor. The board of trustees include the Commissioner of Health and Social
Services, the Commissioner of Education, the Governor or designee, and four public
members.

■ The trust board is established in the Office of the Governor.

b The trustees set priorities, award and monitor community grants, and assist in raising

funds.

"The Alaska Children's Trust was founded 
on the notion that every Alaskan child ought 
to get the help they need along the road to 
adulthood. . . help a kid and you've 
changed a life. Nobody said it was going to 
be easy, just worth it. Alaska Children's 
Trust - everybody deserves to be a kid 
once."

-  Tom Bodett,
Alaskan Author

A l a s k a  Children’s Trust - A n n u a l  R e p o r t  —  1 9 9 6
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H i g h l i g h t s  a n d  A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s

©

The Alaska Children's Trust board of trustees was appointed in April 1996.

A  strategic plan is established which includes a mission, goals, and action steps to 
begin moving forward the trust’s purpose of preventing child abuse and neglect.

The, current trust balance includes $6 million from a 1996 legislative appropriation and 
approximately $11,000 from individual contributions - a good beginning.

The Alaska Children’s Trust has received letters and resolutions of support from over 
100 communities, local governments, organizations, and individuals.

The trustees have established a core group of volunteers - Friends of the Alaska 
Children’s Trust, a non-profit corporation, to raise money on behalf of the Alaska 
Children’s Trust.

The Alaska Children's Trust is working in collaboration with state agencies to maximize 
resources and avoid duplication.

The Alaska Children’s Trust board has initiated a statewide media campaign featuring 

well-known writer T o m  Bodett. The promotional radio spots will be broadcast across 

Alaska during 1997. Bodett donated money, his time, and his talent to produce the 
radio spots.

"It's not just another source of funding for 
traditional programs— we intend to be at the 
cutting edge of preventing child trauma."

—Mark Williams, ACT Chairman

A l a s k a  Children’s Trust - A n n u a l  R e p o r t  —  1 9 9 6



H o w  t h e  T r u s t  W i l l  B e n e f i t  A l a s k a n s

In the summer of 1997 the Alaska Children’s Trust board will launch the trust's first direct 

activities to begin fulfilling its purpose, by making grants to community-based child abuse and 

neglect prevention projects.

Applications for the Alaska Children’s Trust child abuse and neglect prevention funds will be 

funded on a competitive basis. The annual funding level for the Alaska Children’s Trust is 

based upon annual income earnings from the trust. The amount of funds available for 
community projects in FY'98 is projected at $250,000.

The Alaska Children's Trust board of trustees will set priorities and award projects that the 
board determines will aid in the prevention of child abuse and neglect. Some examples of 
potential child abuse and neglect prevention projects are listed below:

b Parent support and education projects for at-risk parents through in-home instruction and 
weekly and monthly classes and seminars;

■ Projects to help new fathers with parenting skills;

b H o m e  visits to parents with new-born children to help them connect with parenting
resources and to capitalize on the interest of new families in learning how to nurture and
protect their children.

■ Violence-prevention and contlict-resolution training for school-aged children to teach 
peaceful alternatives to conflict;

■ Mom-to-mom mentoring projects;

■ Workshops to help teachers learn how to detect, report, and support abused and neglected
children;

a Child development classes in schools.

Information about the application process can be obtained by writing to the Alaska Children's 
Trust, Office of the Governor, P. O. Box 110001, Juneau, A K  99811-0001, or by calling 1-800- 
643-KIDS (5437).

H o w  Y o u  C a n  H e l p

All citizens of Alaska can help prevent child

abuse and support families. Here are a few
things you can do to help:

■ Volunteer your time at a community- 
based child abuse prevention program.

■ Offer to caro for the children of a 
parent under stress.

■ Talk to leaders in your community 
about public policies that support 
families and children.

■ Take a parent education class or join a 

parent support group.

a Donate to the Alaska Children's Trust 

on behalf of your own children - your 

contribution will help for generations.

a Call the Alaska's Children’s Trust hot 

line. Call toll free: 1-800-643-KIDS

(5437) for information about the Alaska 

Children's Trust and Children's Cabinet 

initiatives.

A l a s k a  Children’s Trust - A n n u a l  R e p o r t  -  1 9 9 6 7



D i r e c t o r y  o f  S t a f f  a n d  W o r k  G r o u p s

Alaska Children’s Trust -  Office of the Governor
Bruce Scandling, Special Assistant 

*PO Box 110001 

Juneau, A K  99811-0001 

(907) 465-3500 
(907) 465-3532 - fax 

bruce_scandling@gov.state.ak.us

Friends of the Alaska Children’s Trust
Thea Agnew, Staff 
P O  Box 92155 
Anchorage, A K  99509-2155 

(907) 248-7676 

(907) 258-0952 - fax 

mou*.er1228@aol.com

Deborah Bonito, Chair 

JPO Box 200445 

Anchorage, A K  99520-0445 
(907) 338-7251 

(907) 333-9389 -  fax

A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n ’s  T r u s t  

T o l l - F r e e  P h o n e  N u m b e r

1-800-643-KIDS (5437)
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Alaska Children’s Trust

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n ’s  

T r u s t

n Deborah Bonito, Chair, Small Business Owner, Anchorage 

a Dennis Demmert, former Executive Director of Sealaska 

Heritage Foundation and University of Alaska Southeast faculty, 
Juneau

■ Diane Kaplan, Diane Kaplan and Co. Consulting Firm, 
Anchorage

■ Mike Porcaro, Porcaro Blankenship Advertising, Anchorage
■ Mike Burns, President and CEO, KeyBank, Alaska

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  

C h i l d r e n ’s  T r u s t

Tax-deductible contributions can be sent to:

Alaska Children's Trust 

State of Alaska 

Department of Revenue 
P O  Box 110400 

Juneau, A K  99811-0400

A n n u a l  R e p o r t  —  1 9 9 6 8
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