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C S  F O R  S E N A T E  B IL L  NO. 127(T R A ) 

IN  TH E L E G IS L A T U R E  OF TH E ST A T E  OF A L A SK A  

T W E N T IE T H  L E G ISL A T U R E  - F IR S T  SESS IO N

BY TH E SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE LEGISLATIVE BUDGET AND
AUDIT COM M ITTEE _

A B IL L  

F O R  AN A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"A n  A ct relating to the confidentiality o f personnel records o f employees of the 

A laska Ra ilroad  C orp ora tion ." 

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

*  Section  1 .  AS 42.40.170(b) is  amended to read:

(b) Only the following subjects may be d iscussed in an executive se ssion :

( 1)  matters, the immediate knowledge o f which would clearly have an 

adverse effect upon the finances of the corporation;

(2) unless the person has requested to have the subjects d iscussed  in 

public, subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and character o f a person;

(3) matters that, by law or municipal charter or ordinance, are permitted 

to be kept confidential from public d isclosure;

(4) matters pertaining to personnel, other than matters available fo r 

pu b lic in spection  under A S 42.40 .710(h);

(5) matters pertaining to the corporation’ s legal position;
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(6) land acquisition or disposal; and

(7) proprietary or other information of a type treated as confidential 

under the standards and practices o f the United States Interstate Commerce 

C om m ission , including practices that protect information associated with sp ec ific  

sh ippers, d iv ision s, and contract rate agreements.

*  Sec . 2. A S 42.40.220(b) is  amended to read;

(b) The corporation may by rule designate and withhold public d isclosure of 

matters o f  a privileged or proprietary nature. Those matters include [PERSO N N EL 

R E C O R D S ,] communications with and work product o f legal counsel [,] and, 

consistent with the standards and practices o f the United States Interstate Commerce 

Com m ission for the protection o f these matters, other information including proprietary 

information associated with specific shippers, divisions* and contract rate agreements.

*  Sec . 3 . A S 42 .40 .710  is  amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) Except as provided in this subsection, personnel records o f employees o f 

the corporation are confidential and are not open to public inspection. The follow ing 

information is  available for public inspection, subject to reasonable rules on the time 

and manner o f inspection:

( 1)  the names and position titles o f all employees o f the corporation;

(2) the position held by an employee of the corporation;

(3) prior positions with the corporation held by an employee o f the

corporation;

(4) the dates o f appointment and separation o f an employee o f the 

corporation; and

(5) the compensation paid or authorized for an employee o f the

corporation.
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Chairman 
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Rep. Eric Croft 
Rop. Mark Hanley 
Rep Jeanette James 
Rop. Gene Tkerriault

S ta te  o f  A lask a

L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e
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State Capitol' 
Juueau, SVK.998Q1 
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Interim 
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M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  S e n a t o r  J e r r y  W a r d

C h a i r ,  S e n a t e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  R a n d y  P h i l l i p s  ^

C h a i r ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e

D A T E :  A p r i l  2 ,  1 9 9 7

R E :  S E N A T E  B I L L  1 2 7 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y

o f  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s  o f  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  

C o r p o r a t i o n . "

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 2 7  p r o v i d e s  f o r  p u b l i c  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s  o f  

e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d .  T h r o u g h  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  c u r r e n t  

s t a t u t e  a n d  c o r p o r a t i o n  r u l e s ,  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  p a i d  t o  a r a i l r o a d  

e m p l o y e e  is  c o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  c a n n o t  b e  d i s c l o s e d  to  t h e  

p u b l i c .  C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  m a y .  b y  r u l e ,  

d e s i g n a t e  a n d  w i t h h o l d  p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  m a t t e r s  o f  a p r i v i l e g e d  o r  

p r o p r i e t a r y  n a t u r e .  S t a t u t e  g o e s  o n  t o  d e s c r i b e  m a t t e r s  a s  i n c l u d i n g  

p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s .  C o r p o r a t i o n  r u l e s  i n c l u d e  s a l a r y  a s  a p e r s o n n e l  

r e c o r d .

T h e r e  is  n o  o t h e r  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  t h a t ,  a t  a  m i n i m u m ,  w i l l  

n o t  d i s c l o s e  b a s i c  e m p l o y e e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u c h  a s  t h e  n a m e ,  p o s i t i o n ,  

c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  a n d  d a t e s  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  s e p a r a t i o n .

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 2 7  m a k e s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  c h a n g e s  in  s t a t u t e  

t o  p l a c e  t h e  A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  C o r p o r a t i o n  u n d e r  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

e q u i v a l e n t  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  e v e r y  o t h e r  s t a t e  a g e n c y  o p e r a t e s .


