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During Session:
A laska S ta te  C apito l

J u n e a u , A laska 99801-1182

During Interim:

P.O. Box 2463 
Valdez, Alaska 99686

M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  Senator Jerry W a r d ,  C h a i r m a n

Senate Transportation C o m m i t t e e

F R :  Representative G e n e

R E :  H o u s e  Bill 248

D A T E :  M a y  5 ,1997

Labor & Commerce
Legislative Council

World Trade
Trade & Tourism

Special Committee 
on Fisheries

Committees

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Representative E u g e n e  K u b i n a

H o u s e  Minority L e a d e r

Please consider this a request to hear ITB 248, " A n  A c t  n a m i n g  East E g a n  

Drive in Valdez."

ITB 248 r e n a m e s  a small section of the R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y ,  built after the 

1964 earthquake, East E g a n  Drive. W h e n  the R i c h a r d s o n  w a s  e x t e n d e d  to the 

n e w  t o w n  site the milepost s y s t e m  did not change. This left businesses along 

that portion of the h i g h w a y  without a corre s p o n d i n g  milepost. N a m i n g  East 

E g a n  Drive will allow the City of V a l d e z  to give ea c h  location a local address.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  consideration. If y o u  h a v e  a n y  questions please give m e  

a call.

Juneau Office (907) 465-4839 Toll Free 1 ■888-465-4859 Fax (907) 465-3799 
Valdez I.IO (907)835-2111 Fax (907) 835-2097 E-Mail: a>pa‘sen»ative_gencJ<ul>inafilegis.j.tate.nk.us



C ommittee?

_abor k CommerceU g;?!am e Coure.i
World Trade

Trade k Tounsm
Special Committee 

on Fisheries

A l | g k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  @

Representative E u g e n e  K u b i n a

House Minority Leader

D u r i n g  Sess ion :
A laska S ta te Capitol

Ju n e au , A laska -1 l-S

During Interim: 

PC  Box 2463 
Valdez, Alaska 99686

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  - H O U S E  BILL 248

H B  248, " A n  A ct N a m i n g  East E g a n  Drive in Valdez" r e n a m e s  a portion of 

the Ri c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  in V a l d e z  built after the 1964 earthquake.

T h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  is Alaska'? first road. A s  early as 1898 it w a s  k n o w n  

to gold seekers as the V aldez to Eagie trail. In 1910 the trail w a s  u p g r a d e d  to a 

w a g o n  road a n d  lengthened to Fairbanks u n d e r  the direction of G e n e r a l  

W i l d s  P. Richardson, the first president of the Alaska R o a d  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  

A laska R o a d  C o m m i s s i o n  u p g r a d e d  the road to automobile standard* in the 

1920's. T h e  Richardson w a s  hard-surfaced in 1957.

Originally, the Richardson H i g h w a y  e n d e d  at the O l d  V a l d e z  t o w n  site. 

Milepost 0 w a s  established at the city dock. After the 1964 e a r t h q u a k e  the 

V a l d e z  t o w n  site w a s  m o v e d  a p p r oximately four miles west a n d  the 

Richardson H i g h w a y  extended to M e a l s  A v e n u e ,  w h e r e  it e n d s  todav. 

H o w e v e r ,  the milepost system, already firmly established a n d  well used, w a s  

not changed.

B e c ause of the extension, there are 3.4 miles of Richardson H i g h w a y  b e t w e e n  

M e a l s  A v e n u e  a n d  the east e n d  of Mineral C r e e k  L o o p  without a 

co r r esponding milepost. M a k i n g  the n a m e  c h a n g e  will allow the City of 

Va l d e z  to assign a local address to businesses located along East E g a n  Drive.

Juneau Office (907) 465-1859 Toll Free 1-888-463*4859 Fax (907) 463-3799 
Valdez LIO (907)835-2111 Fax (907) 835-2097 E-Mail: rcprcscntative_gene_kubina@legis.state.ak.us

mailto:rcprcscntative_gene_kubina@legis.state.ak.us


R I C H A R D S O N  H I G H W A Y

r V a l d e z  to Delta junction, Alaska 
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Delta Junction •tr.e remain;.-.: ?5 miles 
157.7 km from Delta junction to Fairbanks logged .n the i L - : r , ' HW '■ ■
: Southbound trav- er»r-az log ra:* •.trcnt.

The F.ichardszr. a :  hig.-.wav
.n good cor.oit.on excep’ tor :: n l : :  frost -.eavmc A r. e w iertiort cf r. viv ; . t - 
r rted in 19S? tr.r a'.-es the histcr.c co rnu - 

of Coppe- Center. The MlLEPQSTi loci •.ne old highway through tew-.. The ‘new 
F.chardson Highway ("bypass rtute s -qual distance — -. : miles ~~ — vmt,
no notable features. You must ex.1. the high- 
way (watch for signs, to see Copper CenterThe Richardson Hirrwi\ is a . :-r..c route 
t.rough the .T.acr.itken: scenery of the 
•Irvuga'ch Mountains and Alaska range, lead- r.c past spectacular glaciers, through spruce : tresis and across tundra meadows I1 also 
passes many tine king salmon streams .ncluding the Gulkana and Tonsina nvers.

The Richardson Highway was Alaska s 
first road known to goid seekers in 1S9S as 
the Valdez to Lagie trail The gold rush trail 
‘ed over the treacherous Valdez Glacier, then 
northeast 10 Eagle and the Yukon River 
•cute to the Klondike goldflelds Captain 
',V.R. Abercrombie of the U S .Army rerouted 
the trail !n ’,899 through Keystone Canyon and over Thompson Pass thus avoiding the 
glacier. As the Klondike gold rush waned, 
the military kept the trail’ open to connect 
: ort Liscum in Valdez with Fort Egbert m
5 30 Thf Mil‘»OS‘> • w *

.o.c . -..ht-z te.ee:apr. , -,e a.tr.c
Cole rampe dev s'arted the trau 

again :n 5902 rr.is time headed for Fair- 
::re :t a b.z z : ‘ : strike The Valdez to 

: a r i m p  : an: rou'e 
te T i I:.--.- an : !?10 the trail was
ttcr. : :  Get. F : firstpres.-der.t cf tr.e A.aa-a Ft c a r 7 cm mission. The 
ARC -zzr-z read tr z • r tede stan­
dards in the 1 • 2 Is The Richardson Highway was hard-i.riacic ,• 1FST

Emergency medical sen. ices: There 9! 1 
any*here a.ens the hug.-.a y.

R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  

L o g

Mileposts cn the Richardson Highway were erected before the 1964 Good Friday 
earthquake and rr.erefore begin 4 miles’/ 
6 4 km from present-day downtown Valdez near the Old Valdez town site (destroyed 
during the earthquake!.Distance from New Valdez fNV) is 
followed bv distance from Old Valdez (OV),

NV 0 Ok' 4 6 4 km  Intersection of 
Meals Avenue and ihe Richardson Highway

NV 0.4 (0.6 kmi OV 3.6 (5.8 km) Paved 
double-ended turnout to north with Valdez Information kiosk, maps brochures, pav

phones.
NV 0.5 0.8 kmi 0 \ ‘ 3.5 (5.6 km DOTT’F district office.
NV 0.6 (1 km i OY 3,4 (5.5 km Yaidez highwav maintenance station.
NV 0.9 (1.4 kmi OV 3.1 (5 kmi Double- 

ended runout to north with litter baneis at 
Crooked Creek salmon spawning area and 
hatchers' Viewing platform on creek offers 
close-zp look at salmon spawning in m::- jutr.n.e: and fall. L'.S. Forest Service informa­
tion station is staffed Memorial Day through. 
Lab-T Das Interpretive displays, ir.rcrrr.a- 
:.:r . or. cultural history and recreational 
opportunities. Migrating birds such as 
Canada geese and various ducks are often 
here It is a game sanctuary: no shooters is allowed. Good spot for pictures.

NV 1.3 (2 1 km OV 2.7 4.3 km1 Fas'ed ■ : south
NY 2 • 2 2 i r . i  OV 2 3 2 kmi Paver
NV 2.1 (3.4 kmj OV 1.9 (3.1 kmi Miner.. 

Creek Loop Road through business and ret:- 
der.'.a. area or. outskirts of Old Valdez~ - ? ;t ai Milepost SV ? 4 \ZZ£ii “ :

' 4,ul«. « . t'T......... dTiG l.’JiTi
• e ,-ors. The five cra.n elevators were built
• -52 in anticipation of the Port of Valdez-.re s r.g Delta barley for shipment.

NV 3.4 (3.5 km) OV 0.6 (1 kmi Road
•rward mountains leads 0.6 mile 1 km. t:
. a iez A rport, 2 miles.3.2 km to Valdez 
C-iacier campground, and 3.9 miies/6.3 km. 
*: a oe.rk.nc area r.ev: to the g.acial moraine of V.lzez Glacier, ^-ood views of the g’.aner 
•tea s-e >ior available from thi, soot net :: 
.a re ; Glacier a very spectacular glacier 
Valdez Glacier campground has 101 sites, 
tent camping, covered picnic area litter bar- 
rels. water, toilets and fireplaces: 15-day 
I:” ;* tamping fee CALTJOX. Beware 6? c-ears. x

Mineral Creek Loop Road (turn toward 
ocean- leads to the original townsite of 
Valdez destroyed during the Good Fr’oav 
earthquake on March 2T, 1964. A few homes and businesses are here now; there is little 
evidence of the earthquake's destruction.NV 4 (6.4 kmj OV 0 Former access road 
to Old Valdez, now blocked off. Milepost 0 of the Richardson Highway is located here,
(Southbound travelers note: Physical mile­
posts end here, it is 4 miles/6.4 km to down­town V aider.)
Distance from Old Valdez (V) is followed 
by distance from Fairbanks IF). Physical 
mileposts begin northbound showing 
distance from Old Valdez.

V 0 F 364 (585.8 km) Milepost 0 of the Richardson Highway is located here at the former access road to Old Valdez.



CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

RESOLUTION NO. 97-34

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VALDEZ,
ALASKA, SUPPORTING HOUSE BILL 248, "AN ACT RELATING TO
NAMING EAST EGAN DRIVE"

WHEREAS, the Richardson Highway was Alaska's first road and has connected the 
City of Vaidez with the interior of Alaska for almost 100 years; and

WHEREAS, milepost 0 of the Richardson Highway was at the old Valdez City Dock;
and

WHEREAS, the Richardson Highway was extended from the Old Valdez town site 
to the new Valdez town site after the 1964 earthquake; and

WHEREAS, the milepost system was not changed after the extension of the 
Richardson Highway, and

WHEREAS, the current system for identifying locations along the Richardson 
Highway between Meals Avenue and the east end of Mineral Creek Loop is confusing; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 248 would rename the Richardson Highway between Meals 
Avenue and the east end of Mineral Creek Loop, lo East Egan Drive; and

WHEREAS, changing the name would allow locations along East Egan Drive to 
clarify their address.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THE CITY OF 
VALDEZ. ALASKA, that the Valdez City Council support House Bill 3, naming that 
portion of the Richardson Highway between Meals Avenue and the eau end of Mineral 
Creek Loop to "East Egan Drive "

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VALDEZ, 
ALASKA, this 21st day of April, 1997

CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA
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Totem Inn Inc 

P O. Box 648 

Valde?., A K  99686

April 16. 1997

Valdez Legislative Information Office 

State courthouse R o o m  13 

Valdez, A K  99686

Dear Representative K.ubina:

I would like to offer m y  support for the renaming of Ihe first few nules of 

the Richardson Hvvy. to East Egan Street.

The current mile post system starts 4 miles out of Valdez due to the

relocation of the town in 1964

The current addre^cs are 100 R ichardson h i g h w a v  134 Richardson H v w .  

ect. This is veiy often confused with mile 100 Richardson Ilwy and mile 

134 Richardson H w v  ect

This will help businesses on this street to propeil) identify as a downtown 

business and our K P S  packages wall not be lost

Best Regards

TOTfiL P.01
hPR-17-1997 09--13 035 2097 96* P.01
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M  C  H  Inc 

134 Richardson Hvsv.

Valdez, A K  99686 ’

Ap ril 16, 1997

Valdez Legislative Information Office 

State courthouse R o o m  13 

Valdez, A K  99686

D e a r  Representative K u b i n a

I would lif e to offer m y  support lor the renaming of Ihe first fen miles of 

the Richardson Hwv. to East Egan Street.

Ihe current mile post s>slem is not adequate and starts 4 miles out of Valdez 

due to the relocation of the town in 1964

M >  current address is ollcn confused with mile 134 on the Richardson H w .  

But I a m  actually in d o w n t o w n  Valdez.

Pais change needed

Sincere!}.

Connie Ballow 

sccretarv-treasurcr
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